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INSURANCE
Irfaan Ali

Members of the community joined JFAAP at the corner of Jane
and Finch on September 2 to build awareness on issues affecting
the area. Errol Young/JFAAP photo.

T

he community group Jane Finch Action Against Poverty met
on September 2 to call for changes to education, public transit,
surveillance, and food justice in the area. At this time, JFAAP
is working to spread awareness on how residents in the area are being
disproportionately affected by Covid-19. It is also working on building
awareness of its push to defund the police. JFAAP is a grassroots
group in the Jane-Finch community, and is made up with community
residents and members from different organisations in the area.

Story by Arti Panday on Page 3

www.omesh.com

Stranded TT nationals suffer
By Romeo Kaseram
n a harsh, unempathetic, and dismissive Facebook post, Jillian CarrBrown Gonsalves told the world last
week she did not “feel sorry… not for
any of them, not even one”, as she called
out nationals for being stranded outside
Trinidad and Tobago following the government closing its borders on March 23
this year.
Said Carr-Brown Gonsalves: “I
would never have made that mistake in
November 2019 everyone at least people
who didn’t live beneath a rock knew
about this deadly virus breaking out in
China and what it would mean for the
rest of world and I am very, very happy
that they’re having trouble to come back
in. Oh well.”
While Carr-Browne Gonsalves
appears to be luxuriating in her schadenfreude, toasty warm with self-satisfaction
over the distress of hundreds of nationals stranded abroad, she is not alone. It
seems her view is also shared by other
nationals in Trinidad and Tobago, who
assert that culpability rests solely on the
shoulders of those who made the choice
to travel late last year, and earlier this
year, and who are now trapped abroad in
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no-man’s land, and unable to return to
their homeland.
While there are some nationals who
took a calculated risk to leave their
familiar shores to venture outwards earlier this year, despite the incipient epidemic abroad, Carr-Browne Gonsalves’
uninformed, erroneous, and wide brush
strokes lack context in time and space,
particularly her non-sequitur conflation
of the timeline surrounding the novelcoronavirus’ emergence and its global
spread, which started late last year.
In November, 2019, what would
later be named as the Covid-19 visitation, had already started emerging as
a viral outbreak, which by December
had grown into an epidemic in Wuhan,
China. By then, its spread was crossing
borders even as the scientific knowledge database about its pathologies was
being acquired. Facing such a virulent
and emergent viral strain, for science
it was, and still is, a case of sailing on a
ship in turbulent seas even as it is being
built and repaired.
The novel coronavirus did not fit
into the standards that define a pandemic until earlier this year, when the
See Page 18: Stranded nationals

Foreign
support
for GPF

Georgetown – The Guyana
government has indicated foreign
help would be arriving next week
to support local authorities investigating the brutal slayings of teenage cousins Isaiah and Joel Henry.
On Monday President Irfaan Ali
confirmed the arrival of the additional investigative capacity, saying
two groups will be arriving in just
over a week, one from the UK government, and the other from the
Regional Security System.
Said Ali: “To support the work
of the police, we have already
activated a mechanism to have
regional help from the RSS and
the British government. We are
hopeful that in another eight or
nine days that help can be here to
support and complement what the
police is doing.”
He added: “It is of critical importance that we solve these gruesome
murders, and bring those barbaric
individuals to justice.”
The bodies of the young men
were discovered in a Cotton Tree
backdam, West Coast Berbice on
September 6. According to reports,
they had left home the day before
to pick coconuts.
Ali expressed confidence that
the GPF, working with British and
RSS support, would secure “that
justice we all so badly want”.
He also called for the nation to
See Page 9: Ali Issues
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Be the first to move into this futuristic home with 4
bedrooms, 4 washrooms, 9’ ceiling, open concept
living and dining room, gourmet kitchen with centre
island, quartz counters and hardwood floors. This is
only one of 20 homes of its kind in the GTA.
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Newly-Built Beauty
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$1,050,000

LD
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Ftrs 4 bdrms and 3 bths on upper flr. Mn flr ftrs
9’ ceiling, laundry rm, open concept living rm, a
formal dining rm, upgraded gourmet kitchen & a
fam. rm with gas fp. Impressive dbl car garage.
Nature lovers delight with pond across the street.

S

Affordable & Astounding

It’s An Impressive Home
Here is a beautiful home with tiled front porch
and marble rails. Features a double car garage,
enclosed patio, 20 feet ceilings, open concept
design, family room with gas fireplace, modern
kitchen with granite counter, 4 bedrooms and a
finished basement apartment. Clean as a whistle!

$539,900

$679,900

L-Large
Premium corner suite with 3 bedrms, master bdrm
with full ensuite and walk-in closet. There is an
open concept living room leading to a large open
balcony & a lovely view of the city. Impressive
condo with ensuite laundry and private parking.

$699,900
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Over 3,000 sq feet of living space. Lovely 4-bedroom home with 3 baths, hardwood and laminate
floor, and gas fireplace. A true delight.
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Exchange Property
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12% Return on Investment
Prime location across Humber College in North
Etobicoke. This lovely home is currently rented and
brings in $3,000 monthly. With 20% down, the
carrying cost is about $1,500 monthly, giving a
great Return On Investment.

$419,900
Sizzling

Luxury Condo

Features 3 bedrooms, open concept living and
dining room, finished basement and a large
fenced lot. This freehold townhome is in move-in
condition. Ideal for first time buyer or investors.
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$490,900
Features 2 bedrooms, 2 washrooms, open concept
living and dining room, gourmet kitchen with built
in microwave and dishwasher, laundry room,
locker and underground parking. Price to sell.
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Jane-Finch group calls for change
By Arti Panday
Toronto – The community group Jane Finch Action Against
Poverty is calling for changes to education, public transit,
surveillance, and food justice in the area. It is also spreading
awareness on how the community’s residents are being disproportionately affected by Covid-19.
The group made the call at an action held at Jane Street and
Finch Avenue on September 2, with upwards of 100 people in
attendance, including its organisers.
With school back in session despite the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, many families across the country were faced with
a difficult decision: to send the kids back or not? For many in
the Jane and Finch community, there was no question – with an
option to have children back in class, essential workers had no
choice but to send their children to school.
“Other regions of the City might be able to provide home
schooling for their children, or stay at home while their kids
work online, but many parents in the Jane and Finch area do
not have that luxury,” said Salem Aaron, a resident member of
JFAAP.
Aaron added: “What we would ideally advocate for is
reduced class sizes, so that parents can go to work, and the kids
can have a safe [school] environment.”
Since the state of emergency was declared in March, the
Jane-Finch community is just one of many areas that have
experienced more cases of Covid-19, especially when compared
to other, more affluent communities across the province and
country.
JFAAP sits at several tables in the community in an effort
to help effect change in the community. These groups include
Black Creek Food Justice Network, The Jane Finch Housing
Coalition, and the Jane Finch Education Action Group.
Another issue JFAAP and other the action tables in the community are fighting against is the province’s commitment to
heightened surveillance in the area. Last month, Premier Doug
Ford announced a $6 million investment in CCTV coverage
over the next three years.
“We don’t want surveillance in our area; we need increases to
social supports,” Aaron said.

DR. NAR DALJEET
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• Invisalign (Misaligned
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Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
Members of the community joined JFAAP at Jane
& Finch on September 2 to build awareness about
pressing issues including housing, back to school,
and police surveillance. Errol Young/JFAAP photo.

(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

JFAAP is also looking to spread awareness on their push
to defund the police through social media, print communications, and an online meeting that is in the works. This effort
is being made following recent incidents where police wellness
checks ended in fatalities, including Regis Korchinski-Paquet in
Toronto, and Ejaz Choudry in Mississauga.
JFAAP is a grassroots group in the Jane-Finch community.
It consists of community residents and members from different
organisations in the area.
To learn more about JFAAP’s efforts, follow them on Twitter
@JFAAP, or on Facebook at Jane Finch Action Against Poverty.
JFAAP is a grassroots group in the Jane Finch community. It
consists of community resident’s and members from different
organizations in the area. To learn more about JFAAP’s efforts,
follow them on Twitter @JFAAP or on Facebook at Jane Finch
Action Against Poverty.
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SmileVille Dental
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Study finds new Canadians driven to donate

Mata Press Service – Newcomers to Canada and second- support charities because “It’s the right thing to do”.
generation Canadians are highly motivated to support chariAlso, 70 percent believe it is very important for today’s partable causes, according to a new survey from Imagine Canada, ents to teach their children about charitable giving; 70 percent
Ethnicity Matters, and a coalition of charities and nonprofits.
believe even helping a little bit is always worthwhile; and 59 perThe 2020 study, titled the Multicultural and
cent have a higher regard for businesses that doNewcomer Charitable Giving Study, is one of the
nate to charitable causes compared to those who
first in Canada to explore the influence of ethnicdo not.
ity on supporting charities.
It also found that 54 percent would like to do
The study’s conclusion: the communities surmore for charities by volunteering more of their
veyed – South Asian, Chinese, Filipino, Black
time; 39 percent would support more charities if
(Afro-Caribbean/African), Arab and Iranian –
they were asked more often; and 39 percent would
share a strong willingness to embrace community
like to support more charities but, do not know
service.
how.
The study shows that newcomers to Canada and
The influence of Covid-19 on attitudes towards
second-generation citizens are driven to give and
giving among these Canadians was partially meavolunteer out of a sense of duty to advance the wellsured by a follow-up survey of two of the groups,
being of their communities and Canadian society
Chinese and South Asian, in the original study. Its
generally. Empathy for those in need is deeply
research found that 30 percent of those surveyed
Bobby Sahni
rooted in strong family and religious values.
intended to increase their donations in response
Three-quarters of those surveyed say giving is the right thing to the pandemic.
to do, while seven-in-ten believe it is very important to pass on
“The face of Canada is changing, and we are entering a transthese values by teaching their children about the importance of formational period,” says Bobby Sahni, Partner & Co-founder of
charitable giving.
Ethnicity Matters.
“The good news emerging from this research is that generos“This study should serve as a call to action for all Canadian
ity is thriving in multicultural communities across Canada,” says CEOs and stakeholders of the sector to understand and capitalBruce MacDonald, President & CEO of Imagine Canada.
ise on the importance and generosity of ethnic communities.”
“The experience of settling in a new country has given newCurrently, one in five Canadians is an immigrant, and this is
comers and second-generation Canadians a highly compassion- projected to grow to one in three by 2036. Over 320,000 newate perspective on taking care of others. Charities and nonprofits comers are arriving in Canada annually, which is projected to
are on the frontline of providing services when people arrive in surpass one million in the next three years.
this country, so their first experiences reflect a caring society.
“Understanding and engaging with Canada’s growing immiThese groups are highly aware of the goodness created when grant mosaic is, therefore, no longer a luxury – it’s a business
people help each other.”
imperative for charities and nonprofits. This study acts as a playThe study also underscores the enormous potential for chari- book, providing updated and insightful information to charities,
ties and nonprofits to engage multicultural Canadians in their foundations and nonprofits looking to maximise opportunities
respective causes that would include participation as donors. amongst this growing population segment,” Sahni said.
The survey found, for example, that six-in-ten donors (58 perThe study was sponsored by Blackbaud, a cloud computing
cent) believe they can give more and only a third are happy with provider that serves the social good community.
the amount they give.
“In order to best serve, we must first listen and learn. The inFindings related to the willingness and ability to give, coupled sights elevated within this study will allow for a better understandwith census data, indicate that the newcomer groups surveyed ing and corresponding response to the unique values that exist
have the financial capacity to provide charities with nearly $1.7 within our powerful Canadian giving community,” says Allan
billion in new funding annually.
Hoffmann, President & General Manager, Blackbaud – Canada.
Key Findings include: On average, newcomers and secondThe study was conducted by Ethnicity Matters’ partner agengeneration Canadians give $857 per year in donations; 82 per- cy Cultural IQ, using its CulturaPanel, between February 3 and
cent have either donated or volunteered in the past year (74 per- March 2, 2020, with a stratified sample of 3,130 Canadian resicent have donated and 54 percent have volunteered); 75 percent dents aged 18 years and over.
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorials

Healthy vigilance

W

e are mindful of the good work being done by
the private sector in Trinidad and Tobago and
in Guyana to continue formulating, and implementing, strategies to deal with the detrimental effects of
Non-Communicable Diseases, even during this difficult
time of the Covid-19 pandemic.
It is also commendable that mitigating the detrimental
effects of NCDs remains a priority among regional governments, particularly with Covid-19 so deleteriously
impacting on populations, causing widespread unemployment, exacerbating stresses due to loss of income and uncertainty about the future, and lockdowns that are causing
extended periods of inactivity.
As a diaspora here in the GTA and elsewhere, like our
counterparts in the Caribbean that are being educated
about the negative impacts of NCDs by governments and
the private sector, we too must remain attentive to the capacities we have taken abroad as unhealthy baggage, and
which make us similarly vulnerable to the hazards posed
by NCDs to good health and a long life.
While Covid-19 has become yet another layer impacting on our lives, NCDs still claim precedence, with both
having similar pathologies that have lowered economic
activity and productivity, and increased the region’s costs
of health care. It is our hope that both illnesses, one a pandemic, the other an epidemic, do not bring major setbacks
to our homelands, where the developmental and economic gains for Caricom countries could see significant
reversals.
It is for these reasons why we continue to expound to
our Caribbean community in the GTA, and to our burgeoning international, online readership, that as members
of the diaspora with regional linkages, we must remain
vigilant due to our affinity to NCDs. As we are now aware,
among our daily practices should be keeping tabs on reducing sugar, moderating alcohol consumption, being
cognisant of trans fat and sodium levels, and increasing
physical activity, among other vigilances.
We must take care of our health, even as we look out
for family and friends back home. And for the latter, put
another way, it is important that part of our remittances,
be it in currency, or foodstuff packaged in barrels, include
guidance for a healthier lifestyle.

A

Amazing scenes

mazing scenes were witnessed in Georgetown last
week. The preceding is being quoted to invoke the
darkest flavour of irony, and which can only be deployed from the pen of no lesser personage than the inimitable V.S. Naipaul. For indeed, what happened last week
with the intervention of PNCR Chair, Volda Lawrence,
into the ugly conflagration that developed after the horrific deaths of two teenagers, was nothing less than amazing.
Remarkable, indeed, that the now-marginalised PNCR
heavyweight found her centre, traveling to Hopetown in
an effort to bring calm to protestors and the racial violence. While there, Lawrence spoke obliquely to the barbaric murders, asking PNCR supporters to desist from
recriminatory acts of violence.
Lawrence was lyrical: “What I have seen, I cannot as a
leader, condone. We are hurting each other as a people. We
are hurting each other as neighbours and friends, and we
are turning on each other as though we don’t know each
other…” Truly, an amazing scene was witnessed.
Witness another scene: Lawrence laying down a balming rhetoric of condolence to the grieving family of a teenager murdered in reprisal: “We’re not a people who kill our
children; we’re not a people who maim each other; we’re
not barbarians. We’re Guyanese.”
Lest we forget, the born-again, unifying Lawrence is before the courts on private criminal charges for allegations
of conspiring to forge documents giving the APNU+AFC
coalition a win in the March 2 general elections.
As we all know, Guyanese witnessed many amazing
scenes March 2-August 2 – five dire months of uncertainty.
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“Post-Truth”

t’s a sad commentary on the moral and mental development
of the human race when its most powerful individual can
publicly tell lies for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and whatever
turns him on during the day; he had been top dog for 1,316
days so far, and has amassed over 20,000 lies; that is well over
15 per day. Orwell would be astounded that
his Nineteen Eighty-Four depiction of a warp in
human leadership would actually materialise in
America, with Trump’s iron-fisted control using
falsehoods, bullying, and “gaslighting”, and what
Orwell called “doublethink”, distorting the past
and re-inventing the present, creating many “unpersons”, perhaps even himself, attired in new garb. Think of the British East
India Company, which turned educated Indians into caricatures
of themselves!
In his current salvos he denied the fires on the Pacific coast,
lied about, and maligned several countries, France, Italy, and
Spain battling the same virus as he, but far more directly and
effectively, while he insults every one around. In Michigan last
week, he flouted two major prophylaxes against Covid-19: social
distancing, and masks. As Don Lemon pointed out in a recent
CNN broadcast, Joe Biden warned in January, 2020 about preparedness, while Obama, Trump’s whipping post, had plainly
declared in 2014 the necessity to develop the infrastructure for
defence against epidemics.
The anti-European rant mis-stated number of recent deaths
in the three countries, and pronounced a superior performance
by the US; superior, sure, for undertakers, as the US recorded
904 at the same time as Spain 71, the highest of the three. The
percentage rates would of course differ. The statements ascribed
to his American support are shameful, but not surprisingly;
we’re talking here of the most privileged people in the world,
yet among the least well-educated on a per dollar or curricular
basis; the majority know little geography, history, languages and
mathematics; they malign the millions of very bright countrymen, pitifully few of whom are in politics or government.
The truth has defining moral and factual boundaries, conforming to tenets of accuracy and precision that places it as the
essence of human information. Trumpist diatribe, laced with
and steered by lies, is unconstrained and roams freely wherever and however the imagination, inclinations, and vocabulary
direct it. It respects no one, and ultimately maligns everyone.
Trump’s rally in Freeland, Michigan flouted all rules of

Covid-19 prevention, as agreed by world doctors and scientists,
including top Americans, whose advice, barring a few fossils
in Trump’s camp, is not Trump’s choice; instead, he fires those
that he can over clashes of beliefs, preferring his guesses to
their facts. Thus, diehard followers like the mask-less jostling
crowd in Freeland, have bought his line, and will
risk hearing the Potomac rolling over them, as
Mohan
Weser did over rats as told by Robert Browning
Ragbeer of the Pied Piper of Hamelin, Germany, perhaps
an ancestor of this modern Pied Piper, grandfather Friedrich (born 1869) was from Kallstadt,
Bavaria, migrated to US in 1885, a barber turned entrepreneur,
who died of the ’flu in the 1919 pandemic; how ironic that his
grandson should be fanning the flames of the new scourge,
a century later! Among Trump’s 37 fantasies on Labour Day
(credit CNN) in a claim that soldiers love him, all those he had
called “losers” and “suckers” days earlier!
But perhaps Trump’s most wicked perversion is his calling
Covid-19 the “China virus”, instigating a resurgence of AntiAsian feeling among insecure, racist, or ignorant followers,
recalling the offensive labels of Yellow peril, dusky Hindus, that
led to the Asia Exclusion act, Japanese internment of World War
II, and other shameful acts by America, a century ago. Manjusha
Kulkarni, executive director of the Asian Pacific Planning and
Policy Council, a group of organisations representing 1.5 million Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in Los Angeles, has
extensive knowledge of anti-Asian racism in America, reporting
over 2,600 recent incidents of hate against Asians.
Civilisation has taken a huge step backward, with the hegemony of American corporations, the widespread corruption of
peoples and theft from national treasuries by politicians and
bureaucrats. Obama disappointed in not taking measures to
curb and rectify this, as India’s Modi has done, and may have
encouraged wrong-doing by assenting to bills favouring corporations, for example, one that made it an offence to criticise
Monsanto.
But however wrong these were, few would have expected that
Trump to take such a mighty leap backward, morally and civilly,
sending us wallowing in Lewis Carroll’s “slough of despond”,
colloquially deep “doo-doo”. Today US recognises GermanAmerican Day, remembering Baron Friedrich von Steuben,
who helped George Washington to train American youths to
fight the British.

That time of trauma with month-end banking

T

here was that time growing up back home when I began
noting the adults around me behaved peculiarly whenever they had to leave home to do “The Banking”.
It seemed that “The Banking” was a time of great sorrow.
This was the time when I was quite happy to be a young boy
who enjoyed pitching marbles, lifting an occasional green mango off a tree, and overall being
quite idle, which was frowned upon by most
Romeo
adults, who called it, “skylarking”.
Kaseram
However, as understanding of the adult world
began seeping into my developing mind, I started
to appreciate there were great horrors ahead after
my boyhood was done. There would come a time, unfortunately, when the “skylarking” would end. For what was ahead, in the
upcoming adult life, was making my way in the world, and finding a way to navigate it with uncommon courage and resilience,
qualities that were required to visit “The Bank”.
Take our next door neighbour, for example, who called over
the “fencing”, the hibiscus hedge, early each morning, to give my
mother an update on her daily agenda. To me, this was an adult
version of “skylarking”. But my mother did not see it that way,
and talked with the neighbour for almost an hour, mostly about
things domestic.
On normal days they chatted, still in their nightgowns, about
vegetables, or the neighbour happily counting on one hand, and
then crossing over to fingers on the other, the number of eggs
that could be laid that day. There were unfortunate discussions
about repurposing leftovers. Best of all, they exchanged baking
recipes that were mostly successful; and afterwards, a handover
through the “fencing” of pastries and other oven-warm treats.
But there were those ominous days, when dark clouds came
down low, and the atmosphere across the fence was heavy and
oppressive. On those mornings, the neighbour would say to my
mother, “Girl, ‘He’ have to go to ‘The Bank’ today”. She meant
her husband was going to withdraw money. She would wring
her hands as if coated with soapsuds; only this time, there were
no nighties, and other voluminous garments, weighing down
her laundry lines.
On those heavy mornings, I felt our matronly neighbour,
with the good “hand” for baking, was sending her husband
away into grave danger. Perhaps to face a fire-breathing dragon
like St George on his steed; or worse, since this was my lived
experience, into hostile territory fiercely guarded by thousands
of red-coated, perpetually irate wasps.
Poor lady! I imagined her wearing sackcloth, smearing ashes

on her forehead, and beating her chest with grief after her toopublicly-affectionate husband did not return from “The Bank”.
Later, I understood any visit to “The Bank” came with the
dreaded affliction called “Withdrawal Symptoms”. It was an
infection that could grow from zero into an epidemic in no time
at all, and spread to the neighbours’ houses.
Come the end of the month, to go do “The
Banking”, to withdraw money from an account
for expenses as rent, grocery shopping, or to give
me a new-bright, copper five-cent coin as spending money for an ice-block, or a sugar-cake, was
bad news.
Put another way, bank withdrawals were up there with the
bad news that sometimes arrived from family members in other
villages, such as a relative who was “taken-in”: either with a
major health complication as a stroke, or heart attack; or worst
of the worse, news that a relative had, “Gone and run away with
a man!”, meaning an elopement.
I came to understand that to withdraw money from the bank
was just as bad as losing a vital body part, perhaps the right
arm, which was quite handy for surreptitiously plucking low
hanging fruit. That each withdrawal from the bank account put
a household into further jeopardy, widening the crack in the
opened front door for the wolf outside to comfortably put in an
exploratory paw.
So for us as young children growing up in such sites of
month-end trauma, a banking visit day meant we all went into
quiet mode, forced to run silent, run deep, quietened beings
negotiating a darkened, submarine world menaced by the depth
charges of adult life.
We spoke in hushed tones, and listened aghast to our footsteps on creaky floorboards. But I was always one to offend,
unable to resist the vulnerable soles of a ticklish cousin. Or
would burst into giggles while pointing hilariously at our
offending, flatulent dog. I would be reminded by the older,
more-mature cousins we were in lockdown, in a time of austerity. If I did not behave, then I would have a forefinger vertically
glued to my lips.
No doubt about it: a bank was a formidable place. For my
ticklish cousin whose world was knee-high, it was pitiful watching a face awestruck as realisation dawned there was a more
complex world out there, which we had to learn to navigate.
One more formidable and inaccessible than the double-locked
cupboard, where Ma had finally been driven to lock down the
sweetened condensed milk tin from our chronic pilfering.
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Call made to renegotiate
the Stabroek Oil contract

Dear Editor:
We are a group of Guyanese who live mostly
in Toronto and New York. We are part of a
non-profit organisation called Oil and Gas
Governance Network, founded three years ago
and registered in New York City. We have a
simple mission: to lobby groups who can help
Guyana obtain a renegotiation of the Stabroek
Oil Contract with the goal of getting a fairer
contract. We believe there is merit in Global
Witness’ claims that Guyana is losing out on
(US) $55 billion on eight billion barrels of
oil, see report here: https://www.globalwitness.
org/en/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/signedaway-exxons-exploitativedeal-deprived-guyana. You may check out our website http://

www.oggn.org/about to find out more about
our work.
We have a petition with over 1,100 signatures on Change.org calling for renegotiation,
and this is increasing on a daily basis. We had
signers from over 35 countries with the majority being from Guyana, America, Canada, and
the UK. We have sent a copy of the petition
and information on signatures to the Office of
the President.
A 15 percent royalty is an ideal starting point
for a fair contract, especially given that our
crude is top quality. We strongly believe that
Guyana’s revenue share should at least match
that of Suriname’s. Guyana’s royalty of two
percent pales in comparison to Suriname’s 6.25

Exxon, govt can renegotiate

Dear Editor,
the prior written consent of Contractor.”
Alastair Routledge, Esso’s latest country
In plain English, Esso, Hess and CNOOC
manager, has been reported in the press as Nexen can agree to renegotiate and can write
saying that ExxonMobil cannot renegotiate and tell the government so.
the Petroleum Agreement because of “sancExxonMobil’s disrespectful and bullying
tity of contract”. That is not correct. Article attitude towards the Guyanese people and
31.2 of the Petroleum
Guyana’s democratic
Agreement says: “This
institutions have left
Agreement shall not
ExxonMobil’s repube amended or moditation in tatters and
fied in any respect
sparked national outexcept by written
rage.
agreement entered
Routledge
realinto by all the Parties
ly needs to tell the
which shall state the
Guyanese
people,
date upon which the
plain and straight,
amendment or modiand truthfully, why
fication shall become
ExxonMobil chooseffective.”
es not to renegotiIn plain English,
ate this petroleum
Esso, Hess, CNOOC
deal. Renegotiation
Nexen, and the govis a matter of serious
ernment of Guyana
national concern, and
can amend any term
it would be irrational,
Alistair Routledge
of the Petroleum
unreasonable, unpaAgreement if they all agree. This is freedom triotic, and excessively subservient to foreign
of contract. It’s a fundamental legal principle, interests for the government to approve Payara
and it enables the corporate world to adjust before the Guyanese people hear and assess
to changing circumstances. Routledge can- ExxonMobil’s reasons.
not claim that “sanctity of contract” stops
For the record, I do not support renegotiaExxonMobil from renegotiating.
tion. The national priority must be to protect
Article 32.1, which deals with stability, Guyana’s people, Guyana’s environment, and
makes it clear that renegotiation is possible. the future of this nation. That means asking
It says: “Except as may be expressly provided the courts to strike down illegalities in the
herein, the Government shall not amend, mod- petroleum sector. It also means uniting as a
ify, rescind, terminate, declare invalid or unen- people to ensure that the government obeys,
forceable, require renegotiation of, compel respects, and enforces the laws governing the
replacement or substitution, or otherwise seek petroleum sector.
to avoid, alter, or limit this Agreement without
Melinda Janki, via email.

All of Guyana needs peace, harmony

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the Guyana Olympic
Association I would like to extend our deepest condolences to the families of the late
Isaiah Henry, Joel Henry, Haresh Singh, and
Prettipaul Hargobin. The violence, robbery,
damage to property, and the disgrace that has
been brought to Guyana as a result of the protests are to be condemned.
I encourage protest and the venting of opinions, but in my humble view, the protests in the
manner that we have seen were not justified.
The murders of the two cousins were horrific
and barbaric.
Unfortunately, the Police were not allowed
to do their investigating, but were impeded by
the protests from doing it effectively. The protesters were led to believe the murders were to
be laid at the feet of the government, the police
would be unable to do a proper investigation,
there will be a cover-up, and it was an act
against the Black people of Guyana.
There can be no doubt that the third murder

of Haresh Singh was in retaliation to the first
two murders.
I commend the effort made by the
Chairperson of the PNCR, Volda Lawrence,
who encouraged protests, but not with the
violence and division of our two major races.
I consider more than appropriate the call by
President Irfaan Ali for peace, and for him to
seek assistance from abroad. Let us give him
time to have his efforts bear fruit.
On behalf of the Guyana Olympic
Association wand the sporting fraternity of
Guyana, I would like to call for peace, and to
allow the police to do their job of investigating
the murders. There should be a process of healing so that as Guyanese we can live in peace,
and be an example to the world.
Our politicians should not be allowed to
stoke the flames of race, violence, and hate.
Let peace prevail; let hate disappear, and
harmony envelope Guyana.
K.A. Juman-Yassin S.C., A.A., President,
Guyana Olympic Association, via email.
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Stabroek Block’s Liza Destiny produced it first oil on December 20, 2019
percent. It has been reported that Suriname
may receive a minimum of at least 36 percent
of revenues. We may only receive 14.5 percent
of revenues for many years into the future.
This is because we lack ring fencing, which
means Exxon can carry over any losses from
one well into one of the other 17 wells, reducing Guyana’s income. With “ring fencing,” each
well is treated as a separate project, and losses
cannot be carried over to another project.
Each one percent % increase in revenue for
Guyana, based on oil prices of (US) $50/barrel
and eight billion barrels of oil, would be an
extra (US) $4 billion for the people of Guyana.
The country runs on about (US) $1.4 billion a
year. On this point alone, if we are successful in
having Exxon come back to the table, it would
be worth our efforts.
Also, for transparency, the Payara oil
well permit should be public. The Stabroek
Contract is the people’s contract, which is in
the interest of all Guyana. This will help the
government avoid blame for corruption.
Finally, to ensure we are not being saddled

Hera Nandlal

with an unfair 75 percent of oil revenues going
towards expenses, since Guyana is sharing the
cost and the profits, the government must be
a part of all cost negotiations and implementation with all sub contracts (such as FPSO,
and so on). The contract with Exxon must be
broken down by activities, items of work, a bill
of quantities with the costs as unit rates, lump
sum, and so on, so that the government can
verify that costs are appropriate. This would
avoid possible overbilling such as a (US) $6,000
plane ticket from Miami to Guyana where a
fair price may be (US) $800. This is one of the
reasons why the present contract is unfair.
Please sign the petition “We Urge The
Guyana Government To Renegotiate All Oil
Contracts” at:
https://www.change.org/Guyana_oil_contracts_need_renegotiation.
Ramarine Sahadeo, Dr Jerry Jailall, Rajendra
Singh, Joe Persaud, Mike Persaud, Charles
Sugrim, Darshanand Khusial on behalf of
The Oil & Gas Governance Network.
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Ask Jay...

T&T hit by tsunami, not second wave
Dear Editor:
infection, pre-election, to hundreds per week,
In her infinite wisdom, President Paula- and we are fast running out of beds and testMae Weekes cancelled the National Awards ing kits.
ceremony to prevent escalation of the spread
Notice that the election turnout was lower
of the virus, although the gathering would have than previous elections because many nationbeen very small, and all health protocols would als, especially older ones, listened to the sound
have been followed.
advice the medical professionals and kept away
Her Excellency could not have risked the from the crowded voting booths.
While it was a good strategy
death of a single national, should
for politicians to ride the initial
a single misstep happen, although
wave of good Covid-19 control,
this is one of the most important
we, the population must now face
events of our blessed nation.
Compare this to the finite wisthe “Stragedy” (a coined word) of
dom of a group of people who
daily deaths of our loved ones, and
arranged a country wide national
severe restrictions of our movements.
election, where over 600,000 parNotwithstanding the deaths
ticipated in enclosed voting areas
without masks although, we were
and restrictions, the economy that
was already in a downward trend
warned by the medical scientists
Paula-Mae Weekes
that the second wave of infections
will continue to go down, with
many job losses and hardship. One bright spot
was not far away.
In their finite wisdom they thought that it to be commended is the devoted performance
was good strategy to ride the successful con- and commitment by all health professionals,
trol of the past three months and nothing will from the top to the lower ranks.
happen.
The safety of our nation is now fully in their
Just two days after the election we saw that hands, and we must co-operate with all protothe second wave turned to a second tsunami cols enunciated by the Chief Medical Officer.
Satnarine Singh, via email
and now we are moving from one per week

Infection rate worrisome: How did we fail?

Dear Editor:
world) for the handling of the virus.
Before Covid-19 even hit our shores
This, of course, was no small feat: the counback in March, Prime Minister Dr Keith try punching way above its weight in the interRowleyannounced the Government’s response national arena to beat out bigger and much
to the virus would be firm and decisive.
more developed ones, such as the US, UK,
This was based on his observation that and Canada. It is something for which I am
countries that imposed stringent lockdown sure we all felt immensely proud, and sincerely
measures early in the spread of the virus saw congratulated the government and all health
some of the best results in conprofessionals.
taining and managing it.
So, what happened? How did
So, it was no surprise that
we fail? If we were able to successwhen the virus eventually reached
fully banish the virus in the first
our shores, and despite the miniwave, I might add without any
mal number of cases and deaths
mandatory face mask laws, then
reported at the time, the governhow did it breach our defences
ment quickly moved to contain
and re-enter the population?
its spread among the population
Did it enter through our porous
by closing our international borborders via illegal immigrants, or
ders and imposing stay-at-home
was it somehow allowed to slip
Keith Rowley
measures, noting the necessity in
through the cracks via returning
order “to protect life and livelihood”.
nationals?
Certainly, it was this firm and decisive action
Was it simply lying dormant in some people,
on the part of the government, coupled with only to be freed during the “election palance”?
the strict compliance of the population, that Or was it all a farce?
saw the flattening of the curve, and a virtual
Whatever the reason, these are the hard
vanquishing of the virus from our shores, with questions that must be answered by the govthe exception of the one or two imported cases ernment and health professionals, if they are to
from returning nationals that were quickly truly regain control of the virus and the trust
contained, leading to our regional and inter- and confidence of the population.
national acclaim (ranking Number 1 in the
Andre Phillip, via email

Put country first, not our partisan needs
Dear Editor:
I would like to add my views to the debate
over forging a way forward for future general
elections in Trinidad and Tobago.
Many will say it was time wasted in the recent
recount that was requested by the Leader of the
Opposition Kamla Persad-Bissessar, after the
UNC lost the 2020 general election. There
were many discrepancies discovered, and that,
indeed, is a serious cause for concern.
It’s very clear that changes are required in
the regulations that govern special voters who
are casting their votes before the actual day
of the general elections. In the special votes,
there cannot be more votes than poll cards; it
doesn’t add up. There cannot be a discrepancy
between the number of poll cards and ballot
votes cast.
As a concerned citizen and national
recipient, I am calling on the Elections and
Boundaries Commission to maintain its credibility to ensure our elections are conducted in
a fair and transparent manner for all political
parties contesting the elections.
I recall in the history of general elections
in Trinidad and Tobago the no-vote campaign

in 1971. The issue was the rigging of voting
machines under Dr Eric Williams, the leader
of the PNM.
After the death of Dr Williams, George
Chambers was elected leader of the PNM arising out of the no-vote campaign with the introduction of ballot boxes. In 1986 our democracy
was threatened, and the sacrifice made was a
worthy one so our nation could have free and
fair elections.
But I must not jump the gun. It takes very
few politicians like Basdeo Panday, who as
leader of the opposition United Labour Front
put country first before party. He must have
thought to himself that the country may not be
ready for an Indian prime minister, and gave
way for A.N.R. Robinson to be leader of NAR
to contest the general election.
Following the result at the polls the NAR
defeated the PNM 33 seats to 3 with even
Prime Minister George Chambers losing his
seat.
Anytime our democracy is threatened, we
have to put country first and not the party, for
it to prevail.
Rasheed Khan, via email
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Solar Panels & Their Effects On Home Values

O

ntario is the fourth sunniest province in Canada and homeowners
are soaking it up by installing solar panels. Solar panels are environmentally friendly and generate electricity for the home. Excess
electricity is fed to the grid for a credit. This system is called net metering
where there is an adjustment between the amount of electricity sent to
the grid and the amount used. Credit can only be carried forward for 12
months and then expires. The program is designed so that you cannot
make money from your solar panels but break even. The average cost to
install solar panels is between $20,000 to $25,000 and it will last for about
25 years. The system will pay for itself in 16 years. In Ontario, there is no
rebate on installation.
If you are installing, then, south facing roof receives the most sunlight
and generates more current. Since solar panels last for about 25 years,
replace the shingles before installation because removing and re-installing solar panels can cost about $7,000. Avoid installing solar panels on
the front part of the roof because it takes away from the esthetics. Shop
around and interview installers. Installers know how much electricity the
system can produce based on the size, slope and direction of the roof.
Check the manufacturer’s date because newer versions are much more
efficient. Also, there art two warranties given, one from the manufacturer,
and the other from the installer. If you are planning on leasing the system,
then, have the contract reviewed by your lawyer before signing.
With Leasing, you would have signed a contract to pay a monthly rent
for the next 15 years or more. If you are selling the home and the buyers
do not want to assume the lease, then you may have to pay an upfront
cost for the remainder of the term plus removal cost and that can be
substantial. The lease should indicate who is responsible for the maintenance of the panel, and in the event that the panels must be removed and
reinstalled, whose cost it is. Solar panels provide shelter for birds and
animals and their droppings will damage the roof, resulting in premature
replacement cost to the homeowner.
Does solar panel really add value to your home? It depends on who you
ask. Solar panel companies proclaim that it adds value to the property.
In GTA, if it takes away from the esthetics, then it takes away from the
resale value. The value of a home depends first on location, then the size,
and last, the amenities. Installing a new kitchen and upgrading the washrooms are more desirable options for buyers than solar panels. Some
buyers would request that the solar panel be removed and the roof be repaired prior to closing. With solar panels, the insurance cost will increase
and HST on the electricity bill is charged on the gross consumption and
not the net.
Buyers purchasing homes with solar panels should do their due diligence.
Is the system leased? If you are assuming the lease, at what cost? If the
system is newer than the roof, then, they may have to be removed and
reinstalled when it’s time to change the roof. In addition, buyers should
inquire as to the age of the system. With advancement of solar technologies, buyers will prefer the newer version. Look at the seller’s hydro bills
for a year to see how the system performs. In the summer with long hours
of sunlight, the system will outperform compared to the winter.
Adding solar panels is a personal choice and should not be considered
as a way to increase the value of your home. If you will live in your home
for a very long time, then consider investing in solar panels.

Jay Brijpaul
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Govt boosting agriculture in emerging oil economy

G

uyana’s new PPP/C government is giving a boost to the country’s neglected
agriculture sector. Although the emergent oil sector is dominating the development
agenda, the government
recognises that it cannot
ignore agriculture, which
has been the backbone of
the economy prior to the
discovery of oil.
Arguably, oil is a depletable resource that is subject
to the uncertainties of international pricing and demand/supply arrangements. However, agriculture sustains the livelihood of a significant portion of the population,
especially the rural poor, and provides much
needed food security. It is also a source of foreign income – a potential that has never been
fully exploited.
But the sector has largely suffered from
neglect and mismanagement under various governments, especially with the former
APNU+AFC administration.
In its 2020 budget, the PPP/C government
recognised that although agriculture comprises
more than 20 percent of Guyana’s real GDP,
the sector has vast
unrealised potential. It
proposes to implement
measures to promote
a diversified economy,
create more jobs and
increase the income of
farmers through strategic investments, as
well as ease the burden associated with the
Covid-19 pandemic. As
a result, the budget has
allocated (Guy) $18.4
billion to the sector in
2020.
One of the key areas
addressed in the budget
is the embattled sugar
industry, which was
abandoned under the
previous administration. Following up on its
promise to reopen the industry, the government noted that building a viable and sustainable sugar industry is the government’s longterm goal.
Accordingly, it will seek to resolve the challenges of the industry in a holistic manner. It
plans to re-open the Enmore, Rose Hall, and
Skeldon Estates, which were closed in 2015,
through a phased approach. This will involve
carrying out an assessment on the state of the
assets, and the level of reinvestment to be done,
starting with an initial allocation of $3 billion
in 2020 for critical works, with an additional
$2 billion being made available should works
progress.
In the meantime, works have already commenced at the Wales Estate to create opportunities and employment under the newlyestablished Wales Development Authority.
The budget states that the Guyana Sugar
Corporation will concentrate its efforts to
ensure it achieves a break-even status in the
short-term. The government will ensure better
management by appointing a new, competent,
and skilled Board of Directors. It will also
facilitate greater efficiency through the necessary re-tooling, product diversification, and
retraining where necessary.
Though a tall order, if restructured strategically, sugar has the potential to return to its
former glory.
In the rice sector, the second largest in the
country, the budget stated that the previous
administration neglected rice farmers, under
the premise that “rice is a private business”.
However, the PPP/C government contends that
rice is a Guyanese business, and that the government will support farmers and millers with
a view of expanding the rice industry.

It plans to take action to reverse the draconian fees for land rents, drainage, and irrigation, and restoring adequate budgetary support
for the maintenance of drainage and irrigation
systems, as well as farmto-market roads, which will
benefit rice farmers, including those involved in the
Dwarka
cultivation of other crops.
Lakhan
In addition, the Mahaica/
Mahaicony/AbaryAgricultural Development
Authority has been provided with a capital injection of $112.9 million
to undertake critical drainage and irrigation
works within the area, which will see improvements for farmers, and will also bring additional lands to a usable state.
The Guyana Rice Development Board will
continue to expand and secure new markets
for paddy and other by-products; increase
productivity through research and development into new strains, and robust pest control
measures; continue seed paddy production
with enhanced extension and quality control;
and involve all stakeholders, working together
to increase productivity.
The budget noted
that the Covid-19 pandemic has affected the
demand and supply of
agricultural produce,
which in turn, has significantly reduced the
income of farmers who
produce other crops.
In addition to reversing land lease fees, land
taxes, and drainage and
irrigation fees to 2014
rates to benefit struggling farmers, the government has removed
Value Added Tax on
fertilisers, agro-chemicals, and pesticides.
Increases in fees and
taxes imposed over the
last five years amounted to between 67 percent
and 1,900 percent of total cost to farmers. The
reversal of these costs will, therefore, realise
significant savings for farmers.
Further, in an effort to reduce the cost of
inputs, and at the same time promote climatesmart agriculture, the National Agricultural
Research and Extension Institute will spend
$15.8 million for the acquisition of shade house
materials and sprinkler hoses. NAREI will sell
the materials to farmers at cost price, saving
farmers over 33 percent ($5 million). The
monies from this investment will be utilised
as a revolving fund for future purchases of
required materials for farmers.
The government will also continue to promote agricultural diversification with a focus
on coconut and horticulture by engaging
NAREI and Hope Coconut Estate. The coconut
industry will be given prominence by promoting expansion in acreages, inter-cropping, utilisation of coconut by-products, and increasing
production and productivity.
To increase access and reduce the cost of
coconut planting material, the government
will establish two coconut nurseries at Charity
on the Essequibo Coast, and Kairuni on the
Soesdyke-Linden Highway, with the capacity to produce 25,000 additional seedlings per
year. In addition to NAREI and Hope Estate
providing planting materials, farmers will
receive training in how to establish their own
nurseries.
With food security in mind, the government
plans to actively promote crop diversification
and create incentives for farmers to invest in
non-traditional crops, such as corn and soybeans. It also plans to promote value-added
activities, as well as the export of produce, to
ensure that the agriculture sector continues
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to expand and for farmers to realise higher
incomes. To support these initiatives, the government plans to introduce tax concessions on
investment in agro-processing facilities, cold
storage, and packaging.
In the livestock segment, emphasis will
be placed on improving genetic and research
capacity of farms,
and interventions to
improve the breed stock.
The ultimate aim is
to improve standards
in the livestock segment, and lower the
cost of production. To
achieve the latter objective, the government
has removed VAT on
key inputs in the poultry industry, in addition
to reverting it to zerorated status, and created incentives for the
production of corn and
soybeans, which are key
feedstock inputs.
The
budget
announced that effective October 1, 2020 there will be no VAT on
fertilisers, agrochemicals, pesticides, and key
inputs in the poultry sector, including poultry
feed, building materials, and packaging. The
aim is to boost the sector’s production across
small, medium, and large-scale producers. As
a result, poultry farmers can accelerate expansion plans to take advantage of the increased
demand for poultry, while keeping prices to
consumers affordable.
In the fisheries segment, the government
will intensify monitoring and surveillance
capabilities, and promote sustainable fishing

through improved management. Emphasis will
also be placed on working to revert the US ban
on catfish.
The budget also addressed Drainage &
Irrigation, which is the most critical infrastructural component of the agriculture sector. The budget recognises that the majority
of the population and
agriculture activity is
concentrated on the
low coastal plain, and
that there is increasing
incidence of overtopping due to sea-level
rise and excess rainfall. Accordingly, it has
allocated $9 billion to
address the deficiencies in the D&I systems, and to manage
water in a structured
manner.
In as much as the
government proposes
to re-focus on agriculture, it must be noted
that the sector has not
benefitted from the
level of commitment required to support its
growth over the past four decades. Efforts have
been sporadic, instead of being consistent. Past
experience shows that there has been weak
integration of implementation efforts, resulting
in ventures that have engendered limited success. In fact, over time there have been more
failures than successes in a wide range of initiatives.
It is therefore necessary for the government
to stick to its commitment to boost Guyana’s
most important sector – for the good of the
people.

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits
BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com
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Now out of power, APNU+AFC left $B electricity bill behind
Georgetown – With the APNU+AFC government now out
of power, it has left behind an unpaid (Guy) $13.4 billion electricity bill with Guyana Power and Light.
This was revealed on Monday during the 2020 Budget debate
by the PPP/C’s Junior Minister of Public Works, Deodat Indar.
Said Indar: “Upon looking at the books of GPL, [we] found
that there is $13.1 billion that the government of the past five
years owes to GPL. It seems as there was a national policy
unwritten somewhere that you should not pay your light bill.
[The unpaid sum] represents four percent of the entire ($330
billion) 2020 budget.”
At the end of 2019, $17.7 billion was owed to the power
company, of which the $13.1 billion was racked up by the

APNU+AFC administration.
Indar said that when the PPP/C took office in August, GPL
had just about $1.9 billion in its bank account, a sum that would
have taken care of the company’s expenditures until October.
He further revealed over the past three years, the utility company has been running at a loss of just about $8.7 billion.
Meanwhile, during budget debate yesterday, government MP
Dr Vishwa Mahadeo revealed that the APNU+AFC administration reportedly spent millions of dollars procuring an unworkable anaesthetic machine for the New Amsterdam Hospital.
Said Mahadeo: “Mr Speaker, here’s a shocker. An example
of how the APNU+AFC government functioned – there was
a new anaesthetic machine that was bought for millions of

From Page 1
grow stronger as it mourns the loss of the two teenagers.
“Let this occasion be one which strengthens us as a people,
strengthen our resolve for unity, and for peace,” he said.
Ali said he remained deeply disturbed over the deaths of
the men, and the civil unrest that followed. He indicated his
PPP/C government plans to hold an international Commission
of Inquiry into the riots that followed on the West Coast of
Berbice.
“The CoI is important because it was not only the murders,
but what took place after. So our immediate task is to get the
investigation concluded; then, as I said, we’re exploring an international CoI,” he said.
Earlier this week, investigators probing the murders determined their deaths occurred elsewhere, and not on the sites
where the bodies were discovered. Also, the suspects detained
for questioning following initial investigations by the authorities have since been released, and two other suspects are being
sought.
On Monday GPF spokesman, Assistant Commissioner
Royston Andries-Junor said preliminary findings by investigators revealed the bodies were placed “at a secondary crime
scene”.
He added: “Person(s) moved the bodies after the murder,
and placed them at the locations where they were subsequently
discovered… investigators are [now] actively in search of the
primary crime scene, which would greatly assist in the probe,

as the primary crime scene will have an abundance of evidence
linking the perpetrators to the crime.”
Andries-Junor said the progress to this point in the investigation finally came when authorities overcame challenges to get
to the crime scene caused by protestors who blocked the roads.
Forensic evidence was also discovered at the secondary
crime scene, he said.
“This forensic evidence was identified, collected, preserved,
and submitted to the Guyana Forensic Laboratory for DNA
analysis to be conducted,” he said.
DNA samples were also collected from the suspects in custody, and have been sent for comparative analysis against the
forensic evidence collected from the secondary crime scene.
The results are expected in the next three weeks.
The bodies were found about 600 feet from each other in
clumps of bushes near a coconut farm on the WCB. Isaiah, 16,
was a student at the Woodley Park Secondary School, and Joel,
18, worked at the Blairmont Estate. According to the reports,
they both left home on September 5, headed for the Cotton Tree
backlands to pick coconuts.
Relatives filed missing persons’ reports when they did not
return home. A subsequent search by relatives discovered the
bodies. According to the autopsy reports, both men died from
shock and haemorrhage due to multiple deep incision wounds.
On Friday, Ali met with the families of the teens, and gave
the assurance for a thorough investigation into the crime. The
teenagers were laid to rest on Sunday.

Ali issues call for strength, unity, and peace
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dollars, sole-sourced. This
new anaesthetic machine
has never been used, and
cannot be used in the
New Amsterdam Public
Hospital.”
Mahadeo added: “It cannot be used because it is an
anaesthetic machine that is
to be used for veterinary
services; namely, to put animals to sleep for surgical
intervention.”
Deodat Indar
According the Mahadeo,
the government inherited a number of anaesthetic machines
from the previous administration, including the veterinary one,
that were inoperable. Four of the machines were not functioning, and which have since been repaired.

GAWL against violence

Georgetown – The Guyana Association of Women Lawyers
has said violence has now risen to unacceptable levels. The
group especially condemned the recent violent acts against
Darrell James, Orlando Jonas, Joel Henry, Isiah Henry, and
Haresh Singh, and on the young woman, Lunisa Peters.
Said GAWL: “[We are] appalled and saddened at these brutal
killings, and join in the call for transparent investigations so that
the perpetrators of these heinous crimes be brought to justice.”
It added that analysis leaves GAWL to assume nationals no
longer have respect for, and care for, each other. It also noted
penalties ascribed to criminal perpetrators in the past have not
acted as a deterrent to end the cycle of violence.
The question now was what more can be done as a nation to
reduce such high levels of violence in Guyana, it said.
The group added: “While GAWL is aware of the efforts of the
authorities and civil society organisations to curb crime, interpersonal violence, intimate partner violence, and other forms of
violence in our communities, it has reached unacceptable levels.
We can no longer ignore the fact that unless these organisations
and other stakeholders pool their resources to build capacity,
possible solutions to curb all forms of violence may lie beyond
our reach.”
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Let us not forget: In Guyana ‘all lives, and all deaths matter’

By Dr Jerry Jailall
on others.” The wily dictator Burnham used to say, “He who
he gruesome killings of our two Guyanese youths Isaiah owns the dogs, can call off the dogs.”
Henry and his 19-year-old cousin, Joel Henry, in West
The other shameful thing in the current racial attacks of stopCoast Berbice, has caused me
ping, beating, burning, robbing, and
to think that “All lives matter,” and
stripping of Indians trying to pass
“all deaths matter” too. Guyana is a
the blockages on the roads, is the
sad place, a “shole” country, where
continued silence of the churches. As
people will brutally kill you for a
violent protests escalated, a 17-yearcell phone or G$300 (US$1.50). As a
old Haresh Singh of Cotton Tree
society, are we not ashamed of things
was killed and 34-year-old Prettipaul
like these? This is a reflection of our
Hargobin of Bath Settlement, West
poverty, and is a good reason why
Coast Berbice was killed with Police
we must vigorously support the govclose by.
ernment as it seeks to gain more oil
We have not heard from the
revenues for the country from reneGuyana Evangelical Fellowship, the
gotiation with Exxon, to improve
Georgetown Ministers Fellowship,
our overall well-being, so we don’t
the Zadok Ministries, East Berbice
kill for a cellphone.
Corentyne Ministers, the Guyana
The class act in this sad situaCouncil of Churches, Assembly of
tion is the Christian response of the
God, Full Gospel Fellowship, or
Henry family. The father of Isaiah
Lifespring Ministries, and so on.
(Gladson Henry) reportedly said:
Why is the church silent at such a
“This is not about race or religion
time as this, when one party is using
or political things… I don’t want the
two families’ tragedies to stoke racial
people to say this is racial; it is not
strife? Loyalty to a party should not
about race… I am a Christian and I
cause us to lose our conscience.
don’t want violence to happen in this
This gruesome killing of the
community…”
Henrys, and the call for swift justice,
Crime Chief Wendell Blanhum
also brings to the fore, other simisaid this is clearly not a political
lar murders in Guyana. Many were
crime.
murdered and they were instantly
The most shameless act is the
forgotten by the public. There were
PNC’s top leaders weaponising the
no protests, nobody tried to burn
pain and grief of these poor families
and block traffic, and no politicians
to promote their “resistance” movecame, probably because there was
ment against a new, legally elected A blocked street at No 5 Village last week; no political mileage to gain. People
government. What they could not below, protestors being cleared by police
simply buried their dead, suffered
do at the ballot box, they want to
in silence, and hoped that the police
do through violent street action. Gleeful at the protests and would find the killers. Many cases went unsolved and there was
the pressure it puts on the police/military resources, the PNC no justice. I say, the same way, “All lives matter,” that “All deaths
leadership has been silent, and has not called on its support- matter” too. We know all cases would not be solved, but victims
ers to stop the terrorism against innocent people. One blog on like to know that the police did their best.
Facebook by Patrick Findlay, said, “You cannot demand justice
I remember the May 2001 case of a father, Bemchand Barran,
for an atrocity whilst at the same time perpetuating an atrocity and his ten-year-old son Mervyn Barran from Enterprise, who
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were executed in the backdam where they went to catch shrimp.
This case was never solved. Similarly, September 11 would be
the tenth anniversary of 21-year-old Sheema Mangar’s murder,
like many others, that have ended up in the cold case cabinet.
Sheema from Mon Repos, a bank employee, whose dream was
to be a certified accountant, was killed for her cellphone in
broad daylight at a city car park area in the presence of many at
rush hour. Sheema Mangar’s family has refused to give up their
quest for justice.
Then there is the recent case in July, 2020 of 21-year-old
Navindra Samaroo, a marketing agent, who was killed by motor
bike bandits as his car slowed down at a pothole at Middle Road,
La Penitence. They shot him and grabbed his bag. All they got
was his lunch in the bag. Samaroo’s wife was pregnant, and he
did not live to see the birth of his first child. To his mother Valini
Shivcharran, he was a “precious jewel,” to his boss Etwaroo, he
was a “willing and hard-working” employee. Dwayne Castello,
known as ‘Top Cat,’ has been charged for his murder.
Other youngsters have lost their lives with no justice in
sight: Alicea Foster, Trevor Rose, Ricky Jainarine who was just
ten years old. The body of Monica Reece was dumped from a
pickup back in April 1993.
Then there were the September 2012 Anna Catherina homeinvasion murders when Abishai Caesar allegedly slit the throats
of 41-year-old liquor store owner Jennifer Persaud and her two
children, six-year-old Afridi Bacchus, and 18-month-old Jadon
Ernest. Caesar reportedly said that Persaud’s elder son woke up
during the robbery and saw his face and he decided to slit his
throat. The six-year-old screamed when his throat was slit, and
the baby woke up. When the alleged killer noticed that the baby
was awake, he killed the 18-month-old. Caesar had initially
evaded justice until April 2016, when investigators were able
to arrest him after his reputed wife went and reported that he
murdered Persaud and her sons during the home invasion. The
box stolen contained only $3,000 (US$15).
In August 2020, Ryan Mohamed, 27, a taxi driver of Wash
Clothes, Mahaicony, was attacked and stabbed in the neck while
standing at a milkshake stand. There was a dispute over a G$300
(US$1.50) overcharged fare. Marlon Estriado is wanted in connection with that murder.
The brutal deaths of loved ones diminishes us all, and broken
hearts are left behind to suffer in silence. We must care equally
about all those innocent victims, and support all victims’ families. “All lives matter,” and, “All deaths matter” too.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

Tel: 416-901-7797

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

O

ur stores comply with all
the legal requirements
with respect to the Covid-19
pandemic, such as hand
sanitising, face masks, social
distancing, etc. We ensure a
very safe environment for all
entering the premises.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO October 6, 2020
GUYANA PRAWNS HEADLESS

FROZEN HEAD-ON
BUTTERFISH

HEAD-ON
SMOKED HERRING

$599 lb

$199 lb

2pks/$500

$1599 each

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

MILO

CHAMPION CHOW MEIN

FRESH WATER
COCONUTS

$1339 Lge Tin

$2099 Lge Tin

3/$499

PARIKA BANANAS

LARGE SWEET
PINEAPPLE

WEST INDIAN QUEEN

CARDBOARD BARRELS

$179 lb

$499 each

$2099 case

$1500 each

GUYANA GOLD RICE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

Low Price

$899 Lge bag

While Quantities Last

DUCK HEN

$299 each

CREAM SODA or LEMONADE

FISHES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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Summer Inventory Blowout
Regular $3999. Now:

9
9
9
1
$

Regular $399. Now:

2 Pcs Tufted Sofa Set

Modern Glass Coffee Table

Includes: Sofa & Loveseat

$199

Regular $1099. Now:

$699

Regular $1399. Now:

Queen Size Storage Bed with
Drawers + Box Bed — Choice of Colours

Regular $399. Now:

Tufted Dining Accent Chairs

6 Pcs Solid Wood Dinette Set

$199

Regular $699. Now:
Queen Size Jumbo Pillow Top Mattress

Available in Beige, Grey, & Blue

$699

$299

Regular $2799. Now:

Regular $1299. Now:
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$699

$199

3 Pcs Gel Leather Power Recliner

Queen Size LED Bed

Available in Brown & Blue

Financing Available • 12 months • No Interest • No Payment

Two Locations To Serve You Better
2575 Steeles Ave E, Unit #14-17		
Brampton ON L6T 5T1			
TEL: 905-790-0560 			

FAX: 905-790-3702

customerservicestephensfurniture@hotmail.com
12

•

While
Suppli
es
Last

6 Marconi Court
Bolton
Ontario L7E 1H3

TEL: 905-951-9394

www.stephensfurnitureltd.com
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
13

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

How the Trinidad ‘doubles’ was re-engineered
By Romeo Kaseram

Origins
t is inevitable that the modern-day success story of
Trinidad and Tobago’s world-famous vegetarian snack,
the veritable doubles, would attract multiple narratives
attempting to put a stake down on its origins, with
competing claimants vying to be its originators.
Now I do not intend go slight on the spiciness of the
history of doubles; nor do I plan to go heavy on the
source. However, I do want to note, given the recent claims
in the last decade or so surrounding the origins and
originators of doubles, that it is possible an alternative
but undocumented history exists alongside the more
prevalent, proprietary, and published narratives.
I would like to think the recipe for the success of doubles
was the confluence of different entrepreneurial paths that were
being simultaneously taken by vendors offering single servings
of bara and curried channa, who were operating itinerant
businesses in south Trinidad during the 1930s; and that their
production paths may have occasionally intersected.
Now there is that limiting lack of documentation, of course;
but we do have an anecdotal layer, and out of this we know
that the main ingredients for the re-engineering of what
emerged as our doubles today were a generous pinch of handheld convenience, a heady infusion of cumin, turmeric, curry,
and hot peppers, and a sprinkle of itinerant vendors offering
standing ambience for quick, roadside consumption.
Such was its localised origins from unconnected sources,
with social shaping of its form by customers, that it became
an easy-to-hold, desirable street food. It emerged from a
place where convenience, flavour, and availability on street
corners saw doubles being fluidly and physically wrapped by
the thousands at street corners, with a finalising spoonful of
chutney, a dash of “slight” not “plenty” pepper, and then a
twist of the wrists to finish off the bulging package that we
cherish today.
Viewed through these lens, I like looking at doubles as a
culinary form that was miraculously lifted, not by a single pair
of entrepreneurial hands, but doubled-up by many others.
Today, the undocumented contributions by these other players
to the early history of doubles, and ultimately, its modern-day
success, are in jeopardy of being erased due to recent printed
narratives claiming to be its sole originators.
I believe there were many hands working simultaneously
but which were isolated, children of Indentured labourers who
took the ingredients from a humble evening meal out of sooty,
smoke-filled, and chulha-fueled kitchens, and out onto the
wider connectivity of streets in villages, towns, and cities. And
in so doing, elevated it out of a marginalised space into the
culinary centre, where doubles now resides prominently on a
national menu, and intimately within our exported palates in a
thriving diaspora.

I

Ambience
The ‘doubles-box’ is a two-person operation; two pairs of
hands in a blur: an assembler, and a collector.
On the one pair of hands, the assembler is holding spoons
like drumsticks behind an assortment of opened tins. The
stains on the lips of the tins are an archeology of chutneys:
cucumber, mango, tamarind, coconut; there is the dark, stark
masala scent wafting upwards from a wholesome grated
mango preserve; also, a hot sauce peppered with ill-intent,
its heat designed to climb exponentially upwards on the
malignant scale.
On the other pair of hands, the collector moves to the
beat of the spoons slapping channa on the tympanum of
twin baras. Its rhythm picks up with the chutneys, and then
rises to its grand finale with the doling out of pepper, until
its cadences fade with a twist, the finished doubles tightly
wrapped and bulging with goodness.
The assembler does a handover, the freshly constructed
doubles, “Heavy on the pepper, please”, quickly tossed into
collector’s outstretched palms. Even during the changeover,
the assembler is already reaching into the depths of a
Styrofoam box, dipping into layers of warm, waiting baras.
The handful of warmth then changes hands from collector
to customer. Simultaneously thermal and volcanic with heat,
the snack is eyed by its hungry receiver with a salivary flood
of anticipation.
Archaeology
There is that moment during consumption of the
singularity that is a doubles, when the fluidity of the greaseproof encasing forces it to take the shape of a cupped hand.
The action of hand-cupping as containment is reflexive,
triggered by the curry’s viscosity, the grated mélange of
fiery-moist chutneys, the wafer-thin baras, and the round

14

THE RECIPE
How to make doubles almost similar to Sally’s:
Ingredients
Bara: This recipe makes 16-18 (... and since it’s
doubles, avoid ending on an odd number)
1 1/2 cups of flour
pinch of turmeric
1/2 tsp brown sugar
1/2 tsp yeast
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
2 tbsp of oil to knead the dough
Lukewarm water to knead the dough
Oil for frying
Curried channa:
2 cups of boiled, softened chick peas
1/4 tsp baking soda
2 tbsps green seasoning
1 tsp roasted geera (add more or less for taste)
pinch of curry powder
pinch of turmeric
salt to taste
The Method
(Since this is a doubles recipe, it goes without saying
that to double the ingredients doubles the doubles)
The Bara
Combine flour, turmeric, baking powder, and salt.
Activate yeast with sugar and lukewarm water. Add
activated yeast and oil to the dry ingredients. Knead
five to eight minutes, with sufficient water, aiming for a
smooth and elastic texture. Cover and let the dough rest
for an hour, or until the baras’ volume ‘doubles’ its size.
Making the bara requires a generous frying depth of
oil in the pan. Use high heat. Hatch medium to large, or
extra-large egg-sized ovals of dough by squeezing out
of the palm upwards through the circle of thumb and
forefinger. Press out into a four-to-six-inch circle on an
oiled plate. Lift gingerly, depositing into the hot oil, and
cook until golden brown, like fried plantains.
The Channa
Heat oil in a pan at medium-high. Sauté onions
until translucent; add garlic, curry, cumin and other
seasonings. Add chickpeas, baking soda, and a cup and
a half of water. Season with salt, cover, and simmer 20
minutes until softened with a thick sauce.
Plating
Condiments are to taste; apply voluminously,
especially if originally from south Trinidad: hot pepper
sauce; tamarind, mango, coconut, or cucumber chutneys,
selectively, or all of the above. Apply based on the
vascular system’s tolerance to heat, always ensuring
proximity to a fire extinguisher.
semi-solidity of grains of channa in motion, the entirety vying
to be gravity’s best friend, the assemblage of the organic and
vegetarian threatening to roll too true to its down-to-earth
origins.
It is understandable, then, why anecdotal data speak
fluently to customer requests for a second bara during the

form’s genesis back in the 1930s in Trinidad; that the solicitous
buyer, in calling for a top layer, “Make the single a double”,
was seeking stability. It means the top bara was a structural,
architectural response to a pressing need, which was to hold
in place the curry, chutney, and rolling grains of channa, in a
move to dam any overflow from its wrapper onto the dusty,
south Trinidad soil.
Lise Winer, in her Dictionary of the English/Creole of
Trinidad & Tobago: On Historical Principles, notes the
etymological roots of bara to be a Hindi-Bhojpuri mix:
“barā – ground pulse formed into cakes and fried”. Wikipedia
cites Badhru Deen’s 2013 text, Out of the Doubles Kitchen: A
Memoir of the First Family of Doubles, noting that the snack
“was inspired by a northern Indian dish called chole bhature
(or sometimes channa bhatura)”. According to Deen,
“Chole bhature is made by combining channa masala
with spicy chickpeas and bhature (poori), which is a fried
bread made with maida flour, a common flour in Indian
baking”.
In a Facebook post, Matchstix Grill Foods takes the flavours
up a notch, noting that “Chole Bhature is a dish served with
onions and achar and commonly eaten in northern India”;
additionally, “It is served with one large Bhature which is eaten
like chapati to scoop [my emphasis] up the Chole…”
I think the role of the large Bhature, no doubt broken into
bara-sized pieces and used as a “scoop”, is key to appreciating
how locational input from customers contributed to
re-engineering what is now our remarkable fast food. With the
hand-held convenience of cupped containment, the addition
of a second bara layered on top not only offered structural
stability, but simultaneously became a handy scoop to aid fast,
roadside consumption.
It is here where structural stability meets inventiveness,
the second bara intuitively re-worked as a tool for scooping
leverage, its wafer thinness curved into the depth of a spoon to
efficiently lift portions of channa, chutney, and pepper off the
mother lode.
Remarkably, it is here where an archaeological linkage
occurs, the doubles performing a double-back on the ancestral
trail on which Chole Bhature crossed the dark, oceanic kala
pani, and was reconnected via confluence through its lifting
action to its originary culinary roots in northern India, where
as Matchstik evidences, the Bhature, was “eaten like chapati”,
and used to “scoop [my emphasis] up the Chole…”
This is our modern-day iteration of the Chole bhature with
a twist: Trinidad’s breakfast of the masses, and our diaspora’s
ubiquitous, all-day staple, the well-traveled doubles that
has crossed many black waters, now newly-improved with
its main ingredients being reductionism and minimalism.
It is now re-engineered to be self-contained, to fit into a
cupped hand, structurally layered for stability, and for ease of
manoeuvrability when consuming, each pliable bara a sturdy,
edible scoop.
It’s A Wrap
Doubles’ stands in Trinidad are locations where vendors,
dressed in white, wear obligatory hair-nets, and line up under
repurposed beach umbrellas, eying passing highway traffic
with a collective longing for sales.
Their doubles’ boxes are almost close to being standardised
– deep and tall at the back, sloping and narrow at the front, its
cover swinging open upwards, levered on two hinges, to reveal
a tub of curried channa, an assortment of chutneys, and in its
own compartment, neatly-cut squares of wrapping paper.
Despite a line-up of vendors numbering ten, Sally’s Doubles
is always the preferred doubles du jour. Customers prefer to
wait patiently in a line-up that snakes along the entire length of
the promenade, despite counter availability of doubles from the
other vendors’ sites.
During rush hour, Sally’s hands are a blur, her collector
mechanically finishing up the wrapping with a practiced twist
of the wrists, spinning the paper-encased ends clockwise
before layering it into a brown paper bag growing translucent
with an archipelago of oil-stains. Sally’s hands dip and lift
endlessly, its speed the blur of striking snakes. With a shake
of her head, the line up learns with disappointment that the
Styrofoam box has been emptied.
Relief washes over the waiting doubles’ boxes of unfavoured
vendors, their faces unrippled by its undercurrents of envy.
Doubles-making recipes are pretty much standardised; its
methodology of currying, making pepper sauce, and deep
frying, are all the same. However, while one vendor merely
fries doubles, another vendor wraps an even tastier doubles.
There is always one doubles’ location that rises to the top.
Look for the lengthy line-ups in south Trinidad – Penal, Debe;
or in the diaspora – Queens, NY; or in Etobicoke, Ontario.
Today, in global areas of dispersal, iterations of Chole Bhature
are still being re-engineered as a most flavourful recipe.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Slavery laid the cornerstone for many US universities

I

By Dhanpaul Narine
Thomas Jefferson founded the University of
f ever there is an institution that owes its existence to
ou are black and a freshman at Harvard
Virginia; he is also author of the Declaration of
University. You consider yourself
Independence. Work began at the University in
slavery it is Georgetown University in Washington... In
privileged to be there. Harvard is after
1817, and it lasted until around 1865, the end
1838, the then Jesuit College was struggling financially.
all a place of prestige and excellence, and you
of the Civil War. Jefferson, for all his felicity
worked hard to win a place. You are impressed
with language, used slave labour to build the
It needed a lifeline. It was decided that selling the slaves
that some of your law professors are also black.
university. He was ambivalent toward slavery;
on the plantations would bring in the necessary funds. A total
Then the unthinkable happened, and your
his relations with Sally Hemings, a slave in his
dreams are shattered. There is a crowd outside
household, is well-documented.
of 272 slaves were rounded up; parents with their children
Wasserstein Hall and to your disgust you
Slaves built classrooms, the library,
were ripped apart. They left the docks of New Orleans and
see that the portraits of black professors are
pavilions, and even hotels. They were also
defaced.
required to, “serve the daily needs of students
were sent to three plantations in Louisiana.
You are brought to tears. How could this
and faculty”. However, some slaves were
happen in America? Why is there so much
attacked by the students and came to bodily
hate and racism and bigotry on campus, and of all places
harm. In 1856 a student, Noble Noland, beat a slave girl
Georgetown University (below) and the manifest of sale
at Harvard? One upset student spoke to the Washington
unconscious; she was only ten years old.
for its slaves in 1838.
Times and said, “I
In a report, Noland said
wasn’t surprised. This is
that whenever “a servant
part and parcel of what
is insolent to him, he will
is happening here at
take it upon himself the
Harvard and also at other
right of punishing him
institutions across the
without the consent of
country.”
his master”. The faculty
In order to understand
wanted Noland expelled,
attitudes at Harvard it
but they relented and he
is necessary to look at
was allowed to continue
the University’s links to
classes. By 1857, there
an institution that has
were 100 slaves, men, and
provided it with great
women, that worked at the
resource. This is slavery.
university, and there were
The records show that the
patrols to ensure that the
Royall family left land for
slaves were kept in check.
Harvard College to found
There is evidence to
the first professorship in
show that Princeton and
law.
Yale universities also
This later grew into
had links to slavery. The
Harvard Law School, and
money derived from
it bore the Royall family
the sale of slaves went
crest or court of arms.
to pay off the debts of
Who was Royall and why
those institutions. Where
is he a controversial figure
do we go from here? A
at Harvard? The Royalls
number of universities
were slaveholders that
have decided to make
grew sugar in Antigua.
formal apologies, and
It is said that they were
to lay cornerstones that
responsible for the “brutal
acknowledge the role of
torture and murder of
slavery in their growth.
88 enslaved persons in
The President of
Antigua in the mid 1730s. Seventy-seven enslaved people were
Georgetown University, John J. DeGioia, met with some of
founded Brown University. He was a slave owner, and he
burned alive, six were hanged, and five broken at the wheel.”
the descendants of the 272 slaves. He proposed a preferential
accepted donations from slave owners, including the Brown
The Royall family also owned great tracts of land in
admission policy to those descendants that want to study at
family.
Massachusetts, and “possessed more enslaved people than any
Georgetown. They number about 12,000 persons, thanks to the
The report of the “Brown University Steering Committee
other family in the state”. Isaac Royall Jr left part of his estate
accurate recordkeeping of the Jesuits.
on Slavery and Justice” described how slave labour was used
to Harvard, and this was used to found the first professorship
There are calls for Harvard, Yale, and Princeton, among
to prepare the lands for the construction of the college. Craig
in law there. In a letter to Dean Minnow students pointed out
others, to rename buildings after slaves, rather than the slaveSteven Wilder points out that in 1764 persons prominent in
that, “Harvard Law School was founded on the exploited labor, the slave trade donated supplies that included slave labour in
owners. The expansion of the curriculum to include more
broken bones, and ashes of enslaved human beings”.
courses in African-American studies would also be a good
the building of the College of Rhode Island. One slaver, Henry
In March 2016, Harvard’s President Drew Faust said that
step, as would student trips to Africa. Goree Island should be
Paget, even sent his 62-year-old slave to work on the project
slavery “is an aspect of Harvard’s past that has rarely been
on the itinerary of such visits.
for a month.
acknowledged”. It was decided to honor four slaves that worked
in the home of Harvard’s president in the 18th century. They
were Bilhah, Venus, Titus, and Juba. Harvard also dropped the
Royall court of arms at the law school.
If ever there is an institution that owes its existence to
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
slavery it is Georgetown University in Washington. The story
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year
of America is entombed in the collective archive and memory
old wife Satwattie Sukul.
of those that were sold to keep this university afloat. It is time
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
to untangle the roots. In April 1838, the world was different.
at only five percent efficiency.
Jesuit priests owned slaves and plantations. Slaves were given
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
to the priests as gifts by the wealthy.
day,
which is done at home.
In 1838, the then Jesuit College was struggling financially.
She
has completed all the required medical examinations at the ScarIt needed a lifeline. It was decided that selling the slaves on
borough
General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting
the plantations would bring in the necessary funds. A total of
list for a kidney.
272 slaves were rounded up; parents with their children were
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her
ripped apart. They left the docks of New Orleans and were sent
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant
to three plantations in Louisiana.
of one kidney.
According to the records, “Father Mulledy took most of
the down payment he received from the sale-about (US)
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence
$500,000 in today’s dollars – and used it to pay off the debts
of a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
that Georgetown had incurred under his leadership”. In 1839,
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
Mulledy was called to Rome and he was reassigned. The sale of
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no
the slaves prompted Pope Gregory to issue an edict that barred
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
“this traffic in Blacks…no matter what pretext”.
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Slavery was not only a Southern problem. In 1750 it
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a
accounted for over ten percent of Rhode Island’s population.
position to help save the life of his wife.
The state “served as a hub of the trans-Atlantic trade,
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
mounting at least 1,000 voyages that carried more than 100,000
Satwattie Sukul
(905) 783- 0459.
Africans into slavery”. In 1750, the Reverend James Manning

Y

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
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DIASPORA WRITINGS

Bodhidharma: Monk walks to China, changes the world
The soul never dies and never born is he,
came not into being and never comes to be,
...unborn, eternal, everlasting.
But he who thinks this soul can kill
and who thinks that it is killed
has never truly understood.
It does not slay and is never slain"
(Katha Upanishad - 1,200 BCE)

Harry Persaud was born on the West Coast of Demerara,
Guyana. He holds a PhD in Anthropology, and has authored
two books on his Guyanese/Canadian experiences. He is a
writer, poet, and martial arts practitioner.

I

visited the Fengdu Ghost City on the south bank of
the Yangtze River at the foothills of the Migshan and
Shaunggui mountains, Hunan province, China
on the 1st December, 2018. It’s a place of many
Buddhist monasteries and monuments in
honour of those who transmitted the great
wisdom of Sakhyamuni, the Buddha.
Apparently, it was here where the
Indian monk Bodhidharma made his
historical crossing of the Yangtze, the
so called ‘long river’ of China, in the
year 484 C.E. Bodhidharma, known in
China as Po’Ti Ta’Mo was the founder of
Ch’an Buddhism (Sk: Dhyan) which was to
become Zen in Japan and Son in Korea. The word
simply means ‘Way’ or ‘Path’. Bodhidharma was
instrumental in renewing and reinvigorating
Buddhism in East Asia while initiating a new
style of Shaolin Kung Fu as a fighting art in
the defense of hapless monks in dangerous
times. I had no idea that my trip to China would
have impacted my life in a profound way.
Bountiful Seeds
Buddhism had its birth in northern
India after Siddharta Gautama, a
Sakya prince, became a wandering
The author practising
monk. He discovered his Higher Self
Karate on the Great
after deep meditation on the Nature of
Wall of China. Inset,
Being, under a Bodhi tree in the Indian
Bodhidharma.
state of Bihar during the sixth century B.C.E.
After the demise of this great Spiritual Master,
his message of transcendence was documented in the
Buddhist scriptural text called the Dhammapada.
erudition, but sought wisdom through direct experience. T’anConcomitant with this sacred text, the Buddha’s journey in
Lin, a Chinese scholar, reported that a large number of Chinese
life was interpreted, redacted, and transmitted to followers by
students of Buddhism gravitated towards his quiet disposition,
specially selected wisdom teachers called Patriarchs who lived
physical discipline, and intense spirituality.
in India. There were 28 such Patriarchs from the fifth century
B.C.E. to the fifth century C.E.
Being Nobody
The final Patriarch was a south Indian by the name of
Despite his Royal lineage and deep wisdom, his genius
Bodhitara, better known as Bodhidharma. He was the third
for rationality, objectivity and detachment from frivolity,
son of a Pallava king from Kanchipuram, in the present day
Bodhidharma expressed extreme humility and kindness.
state of Tamil Nadu.
He was tough on the outside, but gentle and compassionate
Bodhidharma studied under prominent teachers and gurus
towards his followers. Yang Hsuan Chih (547 C.E.) at the
of the time. Under the guidance of the 27th Patriarch, Master
monastery of Luoyang, a translator of Mahayana Buddhist
Prajnatara, Bodhidharma became an adept in several arts and
text from India, identified ‘Ta’Mo’ as a man of high moral
sciences such as Marma, the study of acupressure point for
principles and supreme wisdom, who sought neither praise nor
healing, yoga techniques for flexibility and strength, Ayurvedic privilege as this encounter with Emperor Wu of the northern
Medicine (herbal remedies), Mindful Meditation, and the ever
province of China would attest.
present martial arts called Kalaripayattu. The latter, popularly
Emperor Wu asked Bodhidharma: “How much karmic
called Kalari, has roots back in the Mahabharata war some
merit have I earned for ordaining Buddhist monks and
4,000 years earlier.
constructing many temples and statues of Buddha?”
Prajnatara dreamt that the time was right for Bodhidharma,
Bodhidharma replied: “None. Good deeds with worldly intent
who was by then the 28th and final Patriarch, to take to China
bring good karma but no merit”.
the Three Baskets of Wisdom (Tripitaka) and the Eightfold
The Emperor then asked: “So what is the highest meaning
Noble Path as taught by the Buddha 1,000 years earlier.
of noble truth?” Bodhidharma: “There is no noble truth, there
Sometime around 481 C.E. Bodhidharma began his historical
is only void.” Emperor Wu: “Then who is standing before me?”
journey east, leaving forever the land of peacocks and lotus for
Bodhidharma: “I know not, your Majesty.”
the land of jade and silk.
Emperor Wu realised then and there that this was the great
Based on some historical accounts, it seems that
being Guanyin (Mahasattva Avalokitesvara) transmitting
Bodhidharma crossed the Andaman Sea by boat to Sumatra,
the wisdom of Buddha Nature. In a state of non-ego he had
Indonesia, where he stayed for some time as a guest of
conquered fear, greed, and desire. This was probably the
members of the Pallava Hindu Kingdom.
greatest encounter between an Emperor and a lay preacher.
He then moved to Malaysia, where he taught the local
Bodhidharma was undoubtedly one of the greatest Masters
folks the art of meditation and self-defense, which apparently
across east Asia following the Buddha’s footsteps. The Buddha
influenced Silat, the local martial arts. He then travelled
declared 1,000 years earlier in India: “If one man conquers
through Cambodia (Kambojh), South Vietnam (Champa),
in battle a thousand times a thousand men, and if another
Thailand (Sham), and into Yunan, the southern province
conquers himself, he is the greatest of conquerors.”
of China, influencing their cosmology, philosophy, and self
Bodhidharma had become the ocean of consciousness,
defense systems as he moved from place to place. The journey
no longer a droplet. He subsequently retired in a nearby
took some three years.
cave for the next nine years in meditation, facing a wall in
Bodhidharma’s main task was the transmission of Mahayana
silence, occasionally sipping tea. This is why to this day after
Buddhism (large wheel), which was less traditional, without the meditation and martial arts practice, it is customary for
cultural trappings of India, hence more readily accepted abroad. participants to relax with a cup of tea.
One of the characteristics of Bodhidharma’s teachings was its
Bodhidharma became the first Patriarch of Zen Buddhism,
direct, objective, and rational approach which often appeared
followed by six Chinese Patriarchs, before the Emperor
rude and abrupt.
declared that Mahayana Buddhism was adequately transmitted
He was referred to as the “blue eyed barbarian from the
to the Chinese people, during the seventh century, and,
western kingdom” by many Chinese. He did not foster
therefore, there was no need for Patriarchs. Buddhism became
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the state religion of China for over 1,000 years.
Shaolin Kung Fu
While at a Shaolin temple in northern China, Ta’Mo realised
that the monks had gotten lazy and were overweight. He
began to teach them a series of physical exercise, proper
breathing as taught in Yoga, and Mindfulness meditation.
Many of these exercises such as the 18 Arahat hands or
Luohan were adopted by Shaolin Kung Fu.
Many manuscripts containing instructions for
self defense and the warrior’s codes of conduct were
apparently lost during conflicts among warring factions
over centuries. Some martial arts historians believe that
the Japanese word Karate, which means 'empty hand’, was
adapted from the Indian Pali word Karahati with the same
meaning.
Bodhidharma was not a martial arts teacher, but in
fact a Buddhist Master instructing followers on how to
live fully. As a Shaolin Master he taught self-preservation
through martial arts, and physical discipline.
Bodhidharma instructed his disciples without pomp
or ceremony on how to be virtuous and mindful. He
encouraged followers not to be deluded by others,
but to find their wisdom from the reservoir of their
own collective experience in this life and in past lives.
Gautama the Buddha, much earlier, called this finding
your “original face”. Bodhidharma simply encouraged
the practice of Ch’an or Zen meditation, citing the
Lankavatara Sutra, and by taking the inward journey,
dispelling the shadowy reflections of the outer world
in order to discover Consciousness as per Mahayana
tradition.
Bodhidharma had taken the lamp of inner wisdom
of the Buddha from India to China, which later reached
Korea, Japan, and all of S.E. Asia. Many souls were
enlightened during and after his passing in China; it was
reported that both Emperors of northern and southern
China attended his funeral. Legend tells of a monk by
the name of Chen Hui who was on his way back from
India when he saw Bodhidharma heading west with one
sandal in hand. When Chen Hui asked the Master where
he was going he simply said, “I am returning home”.
Upon reaching eastern China, Chen Hui with the Emperor's
permission, had Bodhidharma’s grave dug up to find only one
sandal therein.
Many Chinese monks began to travel to India to seek the
Buddha’s wisdom, and many Indian monks and nuns travelled
east to China. One such Chinese monk was Fa Hien who
travelled for several years by foot across China through the
Gobi desert, Kotan, over the Himalayas to Gandhara, and
further east in India to Bodh Gaya in search of Buddhist texts.
These scriptural texts were to be translated from Pali into
Chinese languages. It is said that when Fa Hien reached Bodh
Gaya where the Buddha attained Enlightenment, he cried
bitterly, saying that even though he was in a land so blessed,
the Buddha was physically long gone, denying him the
privilege of meeting such a Great Master.
My Tryst with Destiny
After seeing the statue of Bodhidharma on the left bank
of the Yangtze River, and receiving confirmation from my
tour guide that it was indeed Po’Ti Ta’Mo, I felt honoured to
stand on the spot next to the Yangtze River where he crossed.
Some legends said he crossed standing on a reed, others that
he swam as he headed to northern China some 15 centuries
ago. In my mind, I saw Bodhidharma in saffron robe, standing
in dignity, prepared to share wisdom which belongs to all
humanity.
On the Great Wall of China, in sub-zero temperature in the
month of December, I practised my Okinawan-style karate
called Shorin Ryu (Chinese: Shaolin Liu). I heard the howling,
cold wind of winter passing through the adjoining pine forest
and I think of a man, a courageous bearded, brown man
with bulging eyes, alone, with a message for the Emperor of
China. He must have battled with the elements and human
adversaries, unflinching on his perilous journey.
He had a dream for a better world; in the process he
changed history. Bodhidharma’s Buddhist wisdom brought
Indian philosophy and mysticism to China, Japan, Korea, and
throughout S.E. Asia. His fortitude, astuteness and compassion
became my destiny on the banks of the swiftly flowing Yangtze
River.
I felt the warm tears of joy running down my face, as I
reflected on Bodhidharma.
(Harry Persaud earned a Black Belt in Shorin-Ryu, Okinawan
Karate-Do, and a Black Belt in Kyusho Jitsu, Chinese Martial
Arts.)
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Lloyd Best helped the Caribbean find its own path

L

loyd Algernon Best was born on February 27, 1934, in
ised discussion groups everywhere he went, the Best Institute
Tunapuna, east Trinidad, the second of 12 children.
tells us. It adds, “In the 1960s, he founded the New World
Wikipedia tells us the young boy attended the nearby Ta- Group, a highly influential group of intellectuals in the Caribcarigua Anglican School, and completed his secondary school
bean. He later founded the Tapia House Group in Trinidad, out
education at the elitist Queen’s Royal College in the capital city
of which came a political party, the Tapia House Movement,
of Port-of-Spain. Winning one of the few island scholarships at
and the weekly Tapia newspaper. Tapia contested the 1976 electhe time, he traveled to the UK, where he attended the Univertions without success, but later became a key force in building
sity of Cambridge. He later moved to the Oxford University for
the opposition alliance that led to the birth of the National
post-graduate studies, followed
Alliance for Reconstruction. Best
by a short spell of work in Paris,
chose to stay out of that party,
the Lloyd Best Institute tells us.
which swept to office in 1986. He
Best read economics and history
was twice Leader of the Opposiat both universities, as is noted by
tion in the Senate, in 1974-75 and
the BBC Caribbean website.
1981-83”.
Best returned to the Caribbean
Notable among his emerging
from Europe in 1957, where he
body of work in the 1960s was a
joined the Faculty of the Univerrethink of the political economy
sity of the West Indies in Mona,
of the Caribbean, which was
Jamaica, as a Research Fellow. As
accomplished with other leading
the Institute notes in his biominds at the time, among them
graphical data, he returned to the
Norman Girvan, C.Y. Thomas,
Caribbean in the late 1950s, when
George Beckford, and many other
it was in “a period of heightened
thinkers, according to the BBC
political consciousness… the InCaribbean website. With this
Lloyd Best
dependence movement… gaining
group, Best co-founded the New
momentum”. It was from that time on, the Best Institute notes,
World Group in 1962 in Georgetown, Guyana, this cohort of
that “he dedicated his life to the Caribbean, seeking connecindependent thinkers theorising and philosophising about the
tions with others who shared his vision and goals and champieconomic, social, and political systems of their time, the Cariboning the Caribbean cause all over the world”.
bean Community noted when it awarded him the prestigious
Best was Senior Lecturer in Economics at the St Augustine
Order of the Caribbean Community in 2002. As Wikipedia tells
campus of UWI when he resigned in 1976. He worked as an
us, the aim of the NWG was “to develop an indigenous theory
economist throughout his career, most often with the United
which explains the dynamics of Caribbean economies and sociNations Development Programme, the Best Institute notes.
eties. Out of this effort came the plantation model of Caribbean
During his UWI tenure, Best also worked as an economic
economies and societies.”
developer that saw him traveling to Haiti, Puerto Rico, Guyana,
According to the Best Institute, his lifelong conviction was
Jamaica, and several universities in the US, the BBC Caribbean
that “the Caribbean needed to find its own path towards a
site reports. According to the Trinidad Guardian, Best held an
development defined on its own terms”. It adds, “[The] greatest
“endless list of posts”, among them being Guest Fellow, Institute challenge facing the region was that of liberating the Caribof Policy Studies and Guest Scholar, Latin American Probean imagination, and rebuilding its damaged psyche after the
gramme, Woodrow Wilson International Centre for Scholars,
devastation of the colonial experience”. Also, “As he saw it, the
at the Smithsonian Institute. He also worked in Europe, Africa,
task of the Caribbean people was to create a new society out of
and India.
the many fragments of cultures brought here, under duress, in
Wherever he traveled, Best took with him a passionate belief the service of European colonial expansion. He was fierce in
in the importance of democratic engagement; also, he organhis insistence that the Caribbean should embrace this respon-

S

ilvan never knew his birth-parents. His mom had
abandoned him after she had given birth to him at the
hospital. The newborn Silvan repulsed everyone with
his hideous baby features and unpleasant incessant wails for
feeding. He consumed formula at thrice the rate of an average
infant.
While passing through and rejected by a series of foster
homes, Silvan attended school as a friendless and dejected
student. None of his classmates wanted to interact with
him. They avoided him for his odd physical appearance and
matching peculiar personality.
After struggling through high school, Silvan dropped out
without graduating. He found a job as a gravedigger for a
funeral home. His passion for his work fueled his energy and
allowed him to labour for long hours in and environment of
seclusion from society, which he cherished and his employer
appreciated.
Since Silvan had no place to live, his employer offered him
the opportunity to sleep in the funeral home at night and act
as an unpaid security guard as compensation.
Silvan jumped at the idea. He could spend his entire life
in isolation on the grounds of the funeral home, with the
occasional trip to get groceries and pick up needed supplies
with the cash payment he received for his services to the
funeral home. Silvan stored the balance of his accumulated
income in a metal container buried under a tree beside the
funeral home.
Deceased bodies in the funeral home became his
companions at night while he made his bed on one of several
available body-trays.
One night, chanting from the burial grounds pulled Silvan
out of sleep. He peered through the window in the direction
of the disturbance but could see no one. He tiptoed out of the
funeral home and darted between shadows cast by the bright
light of the full moon. His four-foot height allowed him to
remain close to the ground during his scamper to stay under
cover of the shaded areas.
Silvan’s heart pounded when he arrived at a vantage point
to witness a group of persons in long black cloaks chanting
in a foreign tongue from an open book in each hand. They
encircled the grave of the newly buried body of a suspected
cult leader.
A gasp escaped Silvan’s lips when a dark mist started to
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sibility without falling into the trap of borrowed ideologies and
borrowed solutions.”
In a tribute to Best, published in Caribbean Beat, Gordon
Rohlehr notes the work done by the NWM, telling us it was
pioneered by Best in “the wake of the break-up of the West
Indian Federation and the disintegration of Guyana into warring and desolate ethnic factions”. Rohlehr adds it was regional
in scope, “a sort of federation of minds, sharing a concern for
the archipelago, whose visible or absent ruins they undertook
to reconstruct”.
He adds: “Out of this movement of minds, and the difficulties encountered publishing the dozen or so quarterlies and
the fifty journals in Guyana, emerged New World’s crucial
dilemma: that of defining the terms of its proposed engagement
with the Caribbean people, and that of determining the nature
of its inevitable intervention in the turbulent, murderous and
bizarre politics of the region.”
Rohlehr describes Best as “bold, visionary, compelling, and
quixotic”. He adds, “He was also courageous, headstrong, tenacious, and passionate, in his desire to pool the energies of the
intellectual caste towards public service. He set no limits on
the variety of forms such service might assume. The poets, the
playwrights, the novelists, the economists, the doctors, lawyers,
taxi-drivers, pannists, workers, and farmers, all had parts to
play in the making of the new world he envisaged, and in
contributing to the dialogue upon which democracy and a civil
society were to be established.”
In his tribute, also published in Caribbean Beat, Nicholas
Laughlin cites a quality that “really mattered”, Best’s optimism,
“which he proclaimed at every opportunity, which survived
nearly fifty years of the ‘fragmentation, segmentation, and
disarray’, of Caribbean public life, as he described it in 1971”.
Laughlin adds, “He never ceased to believe in the potential of
ordinary people to overcome that disorder – given the chance
to express their needs and wants honestly, engage each other
in real conversation, find common ground, find ways to agree.
‘That is all we have to do, we have to talk, we always have to
talk.’ Lloyd’s clear-eyed hopefulness continues to inspire and
encourage me in this prolonged dark time, this time-out-ofjoint that is Trinidad in the twenty-first century.”
Best died from the complications of cancer and diabetes at
73, on March 19, 2007.
Sources for this exploration – Wikipedia; BBC Caribbean; the
Lloyd Best Institute; and Caribbean Beat. (RK)

The Supernatural

Em bodiment

emanate from the fresh mound of earth
covering the grave. At the sight of the rising
fog, the chanting quickened and grew
louder. The voices quivered, and the hands
holding the books trembled.
Silvan clutched his throat when the
ground below his feet shook like an
earthquake. His heart stopped when the
dark cloud formed into the outline of
a stout man who turned to look in his
direction. The eyes of the group followed
his vision and stared at Silvan. They had discovered him!
Fearful of reprisal for his intrusion of the group’s privacy,
Silvan turned to run away, but his stomach churned when his
feet stayed glued to the ground.
The dark cloudy figure rose off the grave and soared ten
feet high. It hovered over the burial plot for a moment amidst
the loud chanting, before drifting toward Silvan and passing
behind him. A chilly wind augured into the back of his neck
and gave him goosebumps.
Silvan’s blood turned to ice in his veins and arrested his
heart with frigidity that cut his breath and made him blackout.
He dreamt that he had assumed the powerful position of the
cult leader with the doting members worshiping behind him.
He regained consciousness and glanced around at the
chaos in the funeral home. Dead bodies and upturned bodytrays shocked him. His head swirled at the sight of chaos and
devastation around him.
Silvan’s heart dropped to his feet when he spotted a bloody
palm print on his boss’ office door. He raised his hands and
stared in horror at the caked-blood covering them.
The funeral home employee slumped to the ground, too
scared and numb to enter the office for fear of the scene inside.
He fell once again into unconsciousness with the thought of
escape on his mind.

Kamil
Ali

Silvan returned to his senses under a
bridge. His pocket bulged with money. He
assumed that he had retrieved his buried
cash but had no memory of such an action.
Curiosity forced him to sneak back to the
funeral home to fill the gap in his memory.
He hid behind some bush, and nausea made
him gag when the authorities removed the
bodies of his boss and several police officers
from the funeral parlor.
A hard object in his pocket pressed
against his leg when he leaned over to vomit. He pulled the
cash out of his pocket and shoved his hand in to touch the
cold metal handle of a police revolver. He dropped it onto the
ground and kicked it away. Whatever evil had seized him had
turned him into a monster.
Anger at the spirit that possessed him for the killing of the
only person who had ever shown him kindness prompted
Silvan to walk down to the authorities and surrender himself
before the evil entity within him could react. He pleaded with
them to use several handcuffs to hold him.
The parade of prosecution witnesses took the stand and
recalled their experiences. The incompetence of the Stateprovided defense team showed through their clumsy attempts
to convince the jury of their client’s innocence, even though
the evidence proved otherwise.
Silvan slumped with his elbow on the desk. He stared at his
intertwined fingers resting on the desk and never looked up at
the proceedings. The accused man had no interest in the trial
or the accusations of multiple murders. Even though he had
no recollection of committing the crimes, he walked with the
heavy heart of guilt weighing on his conscience.
He had refused to plead guilty for a more lenient sentence.
He sought the death penalty as his only way out of the vicegrip of the absolute evil he had inherited.
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‘Beach boaster’ panned for privilege, entitlement video
Port-of-Spain – Now infamous in Trinidad and Tobago and wide sunglasses. In the video, it appears she is narrowly targetthroughout the diasporic reach of social media, “beach boaster” ing a specific audience, unaware of the potential ramifications
Samantha Ramischand is seeking legal advice following an of her action with social media’s wider, international disseminaimmature post where she boasted about her privilege, entitle- tion. The video is a discomforting exercise in vanity and narcisment, and nebulous status above the law.
sism, with Ramischand implying that she, and
her family, are above the law since they are
Ramischand was “outed” by the media
occupying private land.
earlier this week after posting a gratuitous
video online with herself, and other
Said Ramischand: “I’m at the beach again
family members, enjoying a day out by
with my family, and it’s come to my attention
that some of you guys are having a problem
gathering on a beach at an unknown
that we are on the beach. It is our private
location in Trinidad.
Police began seeking Ramischand’s
beach; our private land. We are not risking
identi-ty following the boastful Instagram
anybody’s lives because it’s just us family
here. We know each other’s whereabouts; we
post, with Commissioner Gary Griffith
know who we’re around, so not that I need to
saying there is no such thing as a private
explain this to anyone, but I don’t know what
or a public beach, and that all beaches
are off-limits under Covid-19 regulations.
to tell you guys.”
Then with a cruel pan that accentuates her
Finally tracked down by the media earSamantha Ramischand
hubris and entitlement, she boasted: “We’re
lier this week, the voluble Ramischand had
retreated, with the person who answered the phone succinctly just fortunate to have this beautiful place; and you don’t.”
In a cruel thrust, Ramischand boldly insisted she owed no
saying she had been “advised by her attorneys to say nothing”.
Ramischand is the daughter of attorney Odai Ramischand; the one an explanation, and even mock-cried to drive it in deep that
there were viewers not as privileged, and who lacked access to
media’s efforts to contact him also proved futile.
In her video, Ramischand is attired for a glorious day on the a private beach. Also during the video, Ramischand panned the
beach, decked out in a wide-brimmed beach hat, swimwear, and camera to take in a tantalising sweep of warm sands, sparkling

water, and scattered family members enjoying the outing.
Predictably, she was severely panned on social media. And
while her action drew the attention of police, it also found the
government’s critical spotlight, with Health Minister Terrence
Deyalsingh issuing a severe tongue-lashing on Monday.
“Those young persons who worship at the altar of denial…
those who worship at the altar of stupidity that will crash this
system,” an annoyed Deyalsingh said.
He also cautioned Ramischand about being a “cheerleader”
for dangerous behaviour, while delivering a scathing message,
saying, “As characterised by that most reckless post…, you
represent a clear and present threat to my livelihood; to the
livelihoods of every single worker in Trinidad and Tobago… you
characterise the worst of young people in Trinidad and Tobago.”
Deyalsingh noted he was also concerned about Ramischand’s
irresponsible behaviour impacting on health care workers, and
the burden it could place on hospital infrastructure.
Notably irate, Deyalsingh said: “Are you going to build an
ICU at your house? I am talking directly to [Ramischand], and
all of those who worship at the altar of denial.”
Additionally, “When you get ill, whose hospitals are you
going to? Whose healthcare workers are going to take care of
you? Your own? You have oxygen in your house? Do you have
a heart monitor in your house? You have a ventilator in your
house? You have an IV set up in your house?”

exemptions, there are still going to be issues of how they get
From Page 1
World Health Organisation finally acknowledged its out-of- here...”
Rowley’s declaration offers half-comfort to single mother
control, exponential, and global spread. It was not until deep
into the first quarter of 2020 that governments across the world Sabriya Ali, who visited Jamaica in February so her children
began taking drastic measures, imposing physical distancing, could see their father. Now stranded, she has been renting a
reinforcing personal hygiene, locking down cities and countries, tiny, wooden shelter in St Catherines, Jamaica, which houses her
and like the government of Trinidad and Tobago, shutting tight one-year-old and four-year-old, and herself.
Rowley’s promise to open up the airtight airport a crack, but
its international borders.
The border shutdown in Trinidad and Tobago took Jassodra without providing the means to fly nationals back home, is like
Ramdeen by surprise. She is among an elderly group of nation- the future promise of half-a-loaf, when a mere slice of bread
als who remain stranded following a pilgrimage to Delhi, India, right now would make a world of difference to a hungry belly.
Getting food for her children is high on her daily list of anxiin March this year. The news was stunning when it arrived
eties, Ali said. There are days when the
that the government of Trinidad and
children go without a meal, the family
Tobago had taken an unprecedented
drinking water to fill empty bellies, she
step to close down its borders, she said.
said. Other days see her visiting neighAll the same, the group scrambled to
bours asking for fruits from trees.
pack, and made a desperate, panicked
Similar to the group of nationals
run to the airport in Delhi, only to be
in India, Ali has been sending out
turned away: this international hub
exemption requests to the government
had also gone into lockdown.
of Trinidad and Tobago, and is yet to
As Ramdeen related, the exigency
receive a positive response on repatriasaw their sympathetic tour leader taktion.
ing the group to an hotel outside of
“I’ve been pleading and begging.
Delhi. It is here where the group has
There is nothing happening,” she said.
been sheltering since; and it was here
She added: “Sometimes we don’t
where Ramdeen celebrated a subdued,
have food... There is this thing they
isolated 78th birthday almost 14,000
have named ackee in the trees – I may
kilometres from where she was born.
ask the neighbour for some. It has been
Ramdeen said the majority of the
very, very hard,” she said.
group are elderly and ailing. Among
She said she is being driven to desthe co-morbidities, which make them
peration.
extremely vulnerable to the depreda“I am really frustrated right now. I
tions of Covid-19, are high blood presKeith Rowley
cannot stay here much longer. I can’t
sure and diabetes. Also, among the
more stressful impacts of isolation is the prolonged stopover has afford it. I applied for an exemption on June 7, and I keep
resending it. I am getting nothing but an e-mail noting that the
affected their access to medication.
The passage of the months and its ennui are also seeing application was received. I am not sure what to do, because this
the onset of depression and anxiety, Ramdeen noted, with the is hard on me. I have no finances. I have to keep depending on
pathologies of wear and tear starting to become evident in persons to do things for me,” she said.
With the border closure still tightly held in place by the govinsomnia and hair loss.
Said Ramdeen: “I have seen some of them here, when they ernment, and even as souls as Carr-Brown Gonsalves impose a
are combing their hair in the morning, it’s falling out. It has been similar but tighter internal lockdown on empathy and compasdifficult, and we are lucky that the hotel has been graceful with sion, concerned nationals as Tasleem Ali are showing a spirit of
us. We have had to ask people back home to send money for us, caring and neighbourliness to the stranded.
As Tasleem posted on Facebook last week, “The government
but we can’t ask every day. People back home have it just as hard;
should allow our people back in the country. The spread of
some are out of work.”
The group has applied to the Trinidad and Tobago govern- Covid-19 is already rapidly growing... our death toll is rising
ment for a collective exemption to return; however, it is yet to also. So what’s wrong with bringing our people back home?”
Nationals in other groups similar to Ramdeen’s in India, and
receive a response. There are at least 14 Trinidad and Tobago
individuals as Ali in Jamaica, have also been speaking out about
nationals stranded at this time.
Late last month, after a lockdown that saw only selected, their abandonment, the growing anxieties over food, medicines,
among them elite nationals receiving exemptions to return from and shelter, and the helplessness of drifting abroad, unable to
abroad, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley said the government return to an unwelcoming nation. It is as if they have been left
behind on a deserted island, watching with growing dread as the
would be amplifying its repatriation efforts for the stranded.
“We will grant exemptions in a much more liberal way... After ship of State sails away carrying the government of Trinidad and
eight months we really need to close this chapter in a more Tobago, with uncaring souls as Carr-Browne Gonsalves.
On the really difficult days, perhaps during the uneventful
effective way,” Rowley said.
He added: “So those persons on the outside who have been passage of a 78th birthday, it is reassuring when kind words
very patient, we need to bring them home as quickly as we from Tasmeen Ali, and others, float up to the shore, arriving like
can but we do have transportation issues, even if we grant the sustaining crumbs to nourish hope.

Port-of-Spain – A Point Fortin couple, Sumintra Bajan
and Albert Rampersad, is appealing to the government of
Trinidad and Tobago to grant an exemption on humanitarian grounds for them to return home from the US. They
have been stranded in Houston, Texas, for the last five
months.
According to Bajan, her husband has since developed
prostate problems and needs urgent urological intervention. Bajan told the media in Trinidad and Tobago last
week they are unable to access proper and affordable
healthcare in the US.
“We need to return home now. My husband needs to
see a urologist,” an emotional Bajan said. She added the
medical bills at the Hermann Memorial Medical Centre is
growing, and its bills are now outstanding.
Said Bajan: “It is like living in hell. In the day, we pray
for night to come, and
when night comes,
you cannot sleep. You
are just hoping to
hear something over
the phone about getting to return home.
The information we
are getting, it always
seems false. They have
us living in hope, and
it is killing us.”
The
couple
Sumintra Bajan & husband,
left Trinidad on
Albert Rampersad
February 14 to assist
their daughter and grandchild settle into a new new life
in Houston, and were planning to return on May 30.
However, Bajan said the end of May arrived, and while
flights were leaving the US, there were no destinations to
Piarco International Airport in Trinidad.
“We applied for exemptions on June 13 and again in
July, but we never got a reply. We got nothing at all. My
daughter called the Ministry, but got nothing from them.
Up to today, we do not know what is going on,” she said.
Both wife and husband are diabetic and hypertensive.
Also, on May 29, Rampersad became ill and was taken to
the medical centre. He was attended to, but the medical
bills were quite expensive. Rampersad’s pain returned on
August 31, and had to seek medical care in the US once
more.
Said Bajan: “[We] took him to the hospital again. They
told him to go home and drink plenty of liquids, but he is
not passing urine properly. He needs to return home to see
a urologist.”
Bajan said is aware of Prime Minster Dr Keith Rowley’s
statement late last month indicating the government is
moving to repatriate more nationals who are stranded
abroad. However, she said she is losing hope.
“On September 21, I will be 65 years. I wish to be in
Trinidad to spend my birthday with my children,” Bajan
said, bursting into tears.

Stranded nationals running low on medicines Ailing national needs
urgent medical care
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Virus law makes rich more equal
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s elite are favoured by
the amendment of the Public Health Ordinance Act, former
member of parliament and national security minister Subhas
Panday said last week.
Panday was responding to a controversy in north Trinidad
that saw police issuing a warning, and
not charging patrons who were violating
the Covid-19 rules in attending a pool
party at Bayside Towers in Cocorite.
With social video evidence in hand,
questions continue to be raised about
why the police were lenient with the
party-goers in Cocorite, but were hard
with residents caught partying in Sea
Lots and St James.
Previously, Panday had voiced disapproval with parts of the amendment,
including the fixed penalty for face
masks. He said the Bayshore incident
was a result of the “half- baked piece of
legislation”, which was a knee-jerk reaction by the government to the Covid-19
pandemic.
“While (TT) $179,000 have been
inflicted for face masks for the ordinary,
Subhas
the privileged is partying,” he said, citing
the 179 nationals who were charged last week and fined $1,000
each for not wearing a mask in public.
Panday said the law did not deal with gated communities,
where a number of private, wealthy residences are located in a
common area.
“You have not passed a law dealing with gated communities.

The question is, ‘Could those persons who were in that pool
party, could they have been persons who could have transmitted
Covid-19 to other people on the outside?’ That is why I said the
law was totally inefficient,” Panday said.
He said the law in its current form is weighted against the
poor, and favour the wealthy.
Said Panday: “This can be clearly manifested by the Prime Minister’s
statement, when people complained
about the $1,000 fine being too burdensome to the poor, he said, ‘If you
poor, don’t break the law’. But Mr Prime
Minister, the law is so designed as to
not to catch the privileged. While the
poor is being brutalised, the privileged
[is] partying.”
Panday also commented on the
response from Police Commissioner
Gary Griffith following the police visit
to Bayshore.
Said Panday: “I admire him on the
way he attempts to deal with crime.
However, on this occasion, he adopted a strange position [when] he said,
‘Oh when there were people down by
Panday
Bayshore bathing and breaking the
law, I only spoke to them and didn’t charge them’. Well, Mr
Commissioner, you are really comparing zabocas with pommecytheres – [these] are two completely different situations. One is
where you had the power to implement the law, and you didn’t
do it, and this is a case where the law is so inefficient you did not
know if you have the ability to deal with those people.”

Police leniency sparks equality debate

Port-of-Spain – The lenient intervention by police last week responsibility.
at an elite assembly of residences in north Trinidad ignited a
He noted the current public debate on the issue of public
debate on whether the law with Covid-19 regulations applies or versus private property-spaces, and whether the Public Health
Ordinance relates to both spaces, while noting it was being
does not apply to Trinidad and Tobago’s wealthy.
Following police just warning residents congregated in a exacerbated by underlying issues of a perception of bias, and
was based on class, location, social strata,
pool at Bayshore Towers in Cocorite, a hotlydebated question trending on social media
and race.
was why a Valsayn party was shut down by
Meanwhile, following the lenient police
response for residents at Bayside Towers, busipolice in August and 32 people arrested.
nessman Amos Joseph challenged Griffith
Questions were also being raised on why
on why he and 31 others were arrested at
nationals were being charged for congregata friend’s house in Valsayn in August. The
ing and playing cards, and why a family could
be charged for failing to wear masks in their
group was charged with breaching Covid-19
car, which is considered private property.
regulations, and granted (TT) $500 station
According to police, action was taken in
bail.
Joseph was arrested on August 13, when
Valsayn due to the property being rented out
Covid-19 regulations restricted gatherings of
for events, which made it a public space due
to attendance. According to law enforcement
more than ten people in a public space.
According to Joseph, he and his friends
officials, the owner of the house rents it for
parties, weddings, and other events.
were attending a birthday party in Valsayn
Gary Griffith
when they were arrested.
Last week Police Commissioner Gary
Griffith said so far in Trinidad and Tobago there has been no
Said Joseph: “[There was] a pool in the back. Some people
incident where a person was charged with breach of the Covid- were in the pool, some were inside playing by the pool table.
The police ran in, saying they had a warrant to search for drugs
19 regulations at a private residence.
He added that in too many incidents the enforcement of law and ammunition… They then said we were going to get charged
comes across to the public as uneven, which causes disquiet in for having a party.”
the national community. He said when this occurs, it could be
Joseph said no entrance fee was charged for the event, and
resolved with clarity as to the interpretation of the regulations, friends and family were invited. The owner of the house was not
supported by public awareness campaigns, and simple citizen arrested since he was away when police arrived.

Covid-19 puts the lights out at Nagar in 2020
Port-of-Spain – The Covid-19 pandemic has put the lights
out for Divali Nagar 2020, the first time in 33 years that the
event would not be held.
In a brief statement last week, the National Council for
Indian Culture said the event had been canceled following
“intense deliberations and assessing of the many risks involved”.
The NCIC added the move was also to “ensure the health and
safety of artisans, artistes, staff and members of the public”.
Commonly referred to as The Nagar, it ran for nine nights
in the lead-up to Diwali. The Nagar attracts tens of thousands
of visitors, with nightly stage shows and Hindu ceremonies that
are open to the public free of charge. It celebrates Hinduism and
East Indian culture, and culminates with a massive fireworks
show on Diwali eve at the NCIC's compound in Chaguanas.
Since the pandemic was declared in March this year, local
efforts to combat the spread of Covid-19 have seen public
health regulations limiting crowd size, which have significantly
affected business and recreation.
With the positive, upward trending of Covid-19 cases in
Trinidad and Tobago over the past month, the government
announced groups could be no more than five people for certain

19

events, including funerals.
With public assembly not permitted, the NCIC stated this
restriction created “numerous difficulties for rehearsals and
preparations for this national event”.
NCIC public relations officer, Surujdeo Mangaroo, said the
council would suffer significant financial losses as a result of
cancellation of the event. It is now seeking alternative funding
to offset the costs of a virtual event. Details of the virtual event
will be released at a later date.
Around 126 vendors and businesses at the festival each year
would also have lost revenue, Mangaroo said.
“The Nagar is the council's primary source of revenue, so
this has definitely put a dent in the funding,” Mangaroo noted.
However, efforts will be made to keep the spirit of Diwali and
the Nagar alive this year, said Mangaroo.
The council also hopes to soften the cancelation of the festival this year by lighting up parts of the compound, including
its iconic dome.
“We wish to apologise for any inconveniences that may be
caused, but the health and safety of our citizens and patrons are
paramount,” Mangaroo said.

Jack Warner

Warner discovers
miracle of caring

Port-of-Spain – Infected with Covid-19, former FIFA vice
president, government minister, and political leader Jack Warner
has been spending his days in hospital praying for forgiveness
from those whom he has wronged. He was reportedly hospitalised with the novel coronavirus infection on September 2.
While lying in bed battling the infection, Warner said he
discovered how forgiving nationals are in Trinidad and Tobago.
Also, he that he was grateful to live in a nation where its people
care for others, and are willing to lend a helpful hand.
In Warner’s immemorable words, this “is surely a gift and
that can only come from God”.
Said Warner: “Many times, in the quietude of the night, I lay
on my bed thinking about my family and friends. This unfortunate circumstance called Covid-19 has deprived them from
visiting my bedside. [But] then I read the messages, the texts of
consolation, listen to the voice notes that were sent to me, and I
am humbled. Tears come to my eyes because I realise that I am
not alone.”
He added, “In gratitude, I pray and thank God for all of you
beautiful human beings with enormous hearts full of compassion.”
Warner said a friend sent him a text saying, “any energy
you needlessly expend is directing that energy away from your
healing”.
Consequently, “So, I spend my days praying, seeking God’s
forgiveness to those I may have wronged, and living with the
hope that very soon this Covid-19 will pass, not only for me, but
for the many who continue to suffer locally and abroad.”
Late last week, Warner was still hospitalised at the Couva
Hospital. He said he was improving, and added the medical staff
were doing the best they can, which was all he can ask.
He was also thankful to everyone who reached out.
“I must take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks
and appreciation to the people of Trinidad and Tobago who
took the time to text, and even to call to find out about my condition, having been affected by Covid-19,” he said.
He added: “The outpouring of love and concern by people
from all walks of life really caught me by surprise, and for that
I wish to say a special thanks for the caring, of which I am still
the recipient.”
He noted that regardless of what some say about the people of
Trinidad and Tobago, they are still a loving people with a deep
sense of affinity for each other.
Said Warner: “And it dawned upon me, that in spite of the
many who attempt to divide us, caring for each other is embedded deep within our psyche, and for that I will always be perpetually grateful.”
Warner said his advice to the population is to be safe, and to
not put themselves in harm’s way.
Suffering from the Covid-19 infection “is not the journey I
would wish upon my worst enemy,” he said.
He repeated thanks to everyone who continued to pray for
him, and to wish him well.
Said Warner: “Had it not been for your prayers, only God
knows what my fate would have been, but we have always been
a praying nation, and for that I am grateful, and for that I wish
to say thank you to one and to all.”
Warner’s political career took a nosedive following his election loss at the August 10 polls. In 2013 he resigned as national
security minister in the then Persad-Bissessar government following a CONCACAF report that implicated him, and his onetime ally Chuck Blazer, as being “fraudulent in their management” of the soccer organisation. He is now fighting extradition
proceedings to the US, and maintains he will be “fully cleared”
when the matter comes to court.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

India’s fascination with the Gothic

Surekha
Sikri
suffers
stroke

By Poonam Saxena
night and realises that he knows the place. The rest of the film
hat oft-quoted first sentence from Daphne du
is a flashback of his past life.
Maurier’s Rebecca, “Last night I dreamt I went to
In Madhumati and Bees Saal Baad, the haveli is at the heart of
Manderley again”, is emblematic of the novel’s massive
the mystery. It is a symbol of the cruel zamindar, who thinks that
success. Rebecca has never been out of print since it was first
raping a village girl is his right. The rape – or attempted rape –
published in 1938, and it has been turned into films and TV
has tragic consequences that reverberate across generations. There
Surekha Sikri
series umpteen
is a reason why
eteran actress Surekha Sikri suffered a brain stroke
times.
stories of exploitative
on September 9 and was hospitalised in the ICU of
Filmmakers
zamindars were a
Mumbai’s Criticare Hospital in Juhu. The 75-year-old
clearly can’t get
staple of Hindi films: actress was later moved out of the ICU after her condition
enough of it – a new
they were the reality
improved.
retelling starring
of Indian villages.
She has been suffering with minor paralysis from an earlier
Armie Hammer and
But for me, the
brain stroke in 2018.
Lily James is out on
most pronounced
According to her agent Vivek Sidhwani, “Surekha ma’am’s
Netflix this October.
Indian touch in
condition has improved, and she is out of danger.”
Maybe it’s the
these Gothic films
Earlier, it was reported her family was in need of financial
irresistible pull of
is The Song. The
help following news that she was unable to pay the fees for the
the Gothic novel,
hero is haunted
hospital stay.
an intoxicating
by a song sung by
However, Sidhwani later denied these speculations and
cocktail of romance,
a woman: Aayega
cleared up the misinformation, saying, “That was incorrectly
suspense, and
Aanewala (Mahal),
put out in the press. Surekhaji has her own finances, and the
danger, sometimes
Aaja Re Pardesi
family, including her son, is by her side. There is no need for
seductively
(Madhumati). In
financial assistance for now.”
garnished with
Mahal, Ashok
Following the news of her putative inability to pay the
supernatural
Kumar sees
hospital fees, several celebrities including director Amit
elements. Rebecca
Kamini (played by
Sharma and actor Gajraj Rao came forward to help.
had an illustrious
Madhubala) flitting
Said Sidhwani: “Many of her well-wishers, colleagues, and
ancestor – Charlotte
through the haveli
filmmakers were kind enough to offer financial assistance.
Dilip Kumar and Madhubala in Sangdil (above); Michael Fassbender
Bronte’s Gothic
like an elusive,
They have been informed that the family is taking care of
and Mia Wasikowska in Jane Eyre (below).
classic, Jane Eyre,
enchanting ghost,
everything, and giving her the best possible treatment. We
published in 1847,
singing her signature song. He becomes would like to acknowledge everyone who reached out to us.”
and also the subject
obsessed with her, and it is a madness
Surekha Sikri is known for performances in movies as
of many films and
that can only result in his death.
Tamas, Mammo, Salim Langde Pe Mat Ro, and Zubeidaa.
TV series.
In Madhumati, even after the
Guild responds to nepotism allega
The Hindi
love of Dilip Kumar’s life, played by
film industry was
Vyjayanthimala, dies, he keeps hearing
he Producers Guild of India last week issued an open
quick to pick up
her voice, singing. In the end, the
letter on the allegations surrounding Sushant Singh
this Western genre
besotted lover has no option but to
Rajput’s death. Rajput died by suicide on June 14.
and adapt it, most
jump from the parapet of the haveli, as
The industry is being blamed for fostering hostility against
notably in RC
his beloved did.
outsiders, and favouring nepotism and powerplay.
Talwar’s Sangdil
Gothic elements continued to show
The Guild admitted that the Indian film industry has its
(1952), a remake
up in Hindi movies, but the later
imperfections. However, it added aspirants face dificulties in
of Jane Eyre, and
attempts never quite matched up to the
all industries, be it politics, law, business, medicine, or the
Biren Nag’s version
early black-and-white films. Perhaps
media.
of Rebecca, titled
because Gothic as a genre largely went
It also urged aspirants not to be misled by “clickbait
Kohraa (1964).
out of vogue. But the genre can be
journalism”.
Sangdil crackles with Dilip Kumar and Madhubala’s
re-imagined – as has been done by a young Canadian-Mexican
The Guild said in these difficult times, rather than “venting
chemistry. Kohraa is deeply atmospheric, with rich black-andwriter, Silvia Moreno-Garcia, in her latest novel, Mexican
our fears and frustrations and on each other with vile and
white frames capturing the grand interiors of the mansion in
Gothic. And yes, it’s being made into a TV series, by Hulu.
vicious trolling”, it was more important to come together.
which the new bride Waheeda Rehman finds herself trapped
and alone.
Think of strong Gothic influences and you think also of
Kamal Amrohi’s Mahal (1949), Biren Nag’s Bees Saal Baad
potting an
be a “roller-coaster spy ride”.
Indian Airlines in Glasgow in 2020 – not
(1962, loosely based on The Hound of the Baskervilles), and to an
Indian Airlines
It is set to be released in April
really; its a prop for the thriller, Bell Bottom.
extent Bimal Roy’s Madhumati (1958).
flight at Glasgow
2021.
I recently re-watched all of them, and was struck by
Prestwick Airport is
A poster for the film has
how beautifully they portrayed the classic Gothic tropes:
a rare sight indeed,
already been released, with a
grand mansions lit by spluttering candles and eerily swaying
especially given that
plane in the background.
chandeliers, wide curving staircases leading up to shadowed
the airline ceased to
The movie also stars Huma
rooms, windows with billowing curtains overlooking rivers
exist in 2011.
Qureshi, Vaani Kapoor, and
and swamps, booming clocks, swirling mists, and violent
However, eagle-eyed aviation fans noticed an Indian
Lara Dutta, and is being directed by Ranjit Tiwari. Kumar and
thunderstorms.
Airlines aircraft at the Scottish airport last week. But why?
his castmates have been in the UK working on the project
But I was also struck by how seamlessly the films Indianised
The aircraft is not at the small airport to
since early August.
the genre. Even movies that were remakes, like Sangdil and
cater to passengers, but as a huge prop for a
To get to the UK from India, the cast
Kohraa, have instantly recognisable Hindi film elements. Jane
Bollywood movie. Bell Bottom, a spy thriller
and crew chartered a private aircraft, the
Eyre first meets the brooding Mr Rochester when she takes the starring Akshay Kumar, is currently being
Hindustan Times reported at the time.
position of governess in his house, but Sangdil turns the boy
filmed in Glasgow.
Upon arrival in Scotland, the cast and
and girl into childhood sweethearts (a familiar desi trope —
The plane has been given an Indian
crew had to quarantine for two weeks, and
think Devdas, Deedar, Awara).
livery, but is part of Titan Airways’ fleet,
then shoots began on August 14.
Mrs Danvers, the housekeeper in Rebecca, is creepy,
a British charter airline based at London
Bell Bottom is one of the first Bollywood
unpleasant and unhealthily obsessed with her former mistress.
Stansted Airport.
films to resume filming. Of the project
But in Kohraa, the character (played by Lalita Pawar), makes
Film fans in Scotland have spotted
Kumar said in a statement: “The new
up for her nastiness by an act of supreme sacrifice, elevating
Kumar out and about in notedly 1980’s
normal has made us realise a different
her to the status of a revered family elder in the eyes of the
attire. As well as at Prestwick Airport, the
way of working that none of us could have
young bride. Sacrifice and redemption are classic Hindi movie
cast and crew have been seen at The Barras,
imagined. As much as I’m happy to be back
motifs.
an enormous indoor weekend market in
on the sets, it’s also important for us to take
Unlike most Gothic tales from the West, where the central
Glasgow.
care of everything around us.’
character is always an innocent young girl who arrives at an old
In the images shared on social media,
He added: “Pooja Entertainment has laid
mansion and faces deadly dangers, in the Indian films it was often Kumar can be seen sporting a statement
down a safety plan for our shooting schedule
the hapless hero caught in a web of strange, inexplicable events.
moustache and a very 1980’s turtleneck
abroad. We hope these measures help us
Akshay Kumar
The theme of punar janam (reincarnation) also became a template sweater, appropriate for keeping warm in a
accomplish a smooth and safe shoot.”
on which Gothic elements were skilfully overlaid.
grey, rainy Glasgow.
There are plenty of safety precautions in place on set.
In Mahal, when the hero Hari Shankar (Ashok Kumar) steps
Of the costumes, one fan wrote: “I like the entire retro vibe
According to The Scotsman, “The production house has also
into the gloomy haveli, he sees a painting of its old, now-dead
and high collars!”
made it mandatory for the cast and crew to wear a wrist
master – and the painting looks just like him. In Madhumati,
Said Kumar: “Bell Bottom is not a remake of any film, it is
watch that will constantly monitor their oxygen levels, body
Anand (Dilip Kumar) takes shelter in a haveli on a stormy
an original screenplay inspired by true events.” He said it will
temperature, blood pressure, stress levels and pulse.”
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Clue to ‘Bell Bottom’ filming sighted in Glasgow
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Holding: Defence ‘lame’ for not taking the knee

F

ormer West Indian fast bowler and now respected cricket
commentator Michael Holding last week picked up the
pace with criticism over Pakistan and Australian players
not taking the knee, a gesture of support for Black Lives Matter,
during their recently concluded series.
In response, the England Cricket Board said it remains
committed to driving “critical change” for all those who believe
that cricket is not currently
a “game for them”, Cricinfo
and The Guardian reported
last week.
Players, officials, and
support staff on both sides
took the knee ahead of all
three Tests against West
Indies.
During the gesture,
Holding and his fellow
Sky Sports commentator
Ebony Rainford-Brent gave
moving testimonies about
experiences of racism in
sport. The knee was also
taken during the three
ODIs against Ireland.
However, it did not take
place during the Tests and
T20Is against Pakistan;
neither was it done for the
Australian visit.
Holding was not
impressed, and dismissed
Michael Holding
as “lame” the reasons given
by both England and Australia. He is a vocal advocate for the
BLM movement.
“All over the world it was no longer a black versus white
thing; it was a matter of humanity coming together and
deciding, ‘Listen, we need everyone to be treated equally’,”
Holding said.
“So for Pakistan and England not to then take that
signal… the ECB came out with a lame statement as far as I’m
concerned, and I didn’t hear anything at all about Pakistan,
neither the players, nor the board,” he said.
Australian captain, Aaron Finch’s response was oblique,
saying that “education around it is more important than the
protest”.
He added, “We are really proud to play a game where it

is celebrated all around the world and anyone can play it. It
doesn't matter what race, what religion, what nationality you
are from. Cricket is a game for everyone, and I am really proud
about that.”
But Holding was unimpressed, saying, “I don’t care about
the politics behind Black Lives Matter. I care about those three
words: black lives matter. It is time for the world to accept that
black lives matter, and move
towards that agreement and
realisation.”
Additionally, “When Pakistan
and England did not make that
signal the ECB came out with a
lame statement. I heard nothing
from Pakistan. Now Australia
have come here and issued a
lame statement from the captain.
He said he and the England
captain have spoken. They have
decided not to take a knee. All
he is saying is he is glad he is
part of a sport where nobody
is barred from playing because
of your race, gender, ethnicity,
and religion. If you don’t want to
recognise the movement then say
that and don’t come up with lame
excuses. I know that the excuses
and reasons are a bit flimsy.
They need to come forward with
something better than that.”
Holding added, “What Aaron
Finch’s comments said to me is
that as long as sport is multi-racial then everything is okay.
So if the apartheid regime in South Africa had allowed multiracial sport, but kept the apartheid laws then everything would
have been okay? No it wouldn’t have. Education is important,
but you can’t just do nothing else.”
Also, “You have to keep the awareness going. Someone
sees a person kneeling and they ask why. It keeps it going and
going. The England football team have continued to do it. All
over the world people are doing it. So why have the cricket
team stopped? I can’t accept any flimsy excuse. I think people
need to keep on recognising that things need to change. You
can’t just do something for
a week or two and
think: ‘Okay,

Rafiq hit with personal attack
from ECB Yorkshire head

The furore surrounding claims of racism at Yorkshire
deepened earlier last week following a personal attack
leveled on Azeem Rafiq by a leading regional administrator,
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Chairman of ECB Yorkshire South Premier League, Roger
Pugh, said Rafiq was “discourteous and disrespectful” in his
chairman’s blog which went online on September 4.
Pugh’s comments came after Rafiq’s interview with
ESPNcricinfo that was published on September 2. In this
interview, he cited experiences of “institutional racism” while
playing for Yorkshire, which he claimed left him on the brink
of suicide.
Pugh said that he was “not in a position to comment on”
Rafiq’s allegations. However, claimed he had found Rafiq “very
difficult to deal with”. In his response to Rafiq’s allegations,
Pugh invoked a quotation from the Bible.
Said Pugh: “…I read that Azeem Rafiq had made allegations
of ‘institutional racism’ at Yorkshire CCC. Of course, I am not
in a position to comment on these allegations, but that they
should come from him does not surprise me.”
He added: “I have had contact with Azeem both as an
umpire and an administrator, and found him very difficult to
deal with – being both discourteous and disrespectful. Indeed,
over the five years in which we have been in existence, he is
the only person in our league that I have had any issues with.”
Pugh claimed several other umpires, and a club, “also had
problems” with Rafeeq in the YCCC in 2016.
“I wrote to the club to draw attention to his behaviour – a
step not taken lightly. I am not a religious man, but a biblical
quote seems to me apt here. It is, ‘As ye sow, so shall ye reap’.”
In his allegations, Rafiq expanded on comments he had
made to Wisden.com, and the Cricket Badger podcast, where
he claimed Yorkshire had treated him coldly in the wake of a
family tragedy, releasing him from his contract shortly after
his son was still-born, despite having claimed they would
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look after him
“professionally
and personally”.
He also noted the
lack of diversity inside the
Yorkshire dressing room
made him into a target,
including from senior players
and one captain, whom he
claimed were “openly racist”.
He said he had made the
Azeem Rafiq
difficult decision to speak out
in order to “prevent anyone else feeling the same pain”.
Rafiq is now pursuing a career beyond cricket. He led
Yorkshire in a T20 against Durham in 2012, becoming the
youngest captain in the club’s history.
Yorkshire has since promised a full independent inquiry
into Rafiq’s claims, and a wider review into its policies and
culture.
According to its chairman Roger Hutton, “Any allegation of
this nature is hugely concerning to everyone from the board to
the playing staff here, and we take the reports very seriously.”
The club has since said it has “asked independent law firm,
Squire Patton Boggs (Squire) to lead an investigation and
review of these matters”.
Said the YCCC: “As The Yorkshire County Cricket Club
have previously indicated, it takes the matters aired by Azeem
Rafiq very seriously. Squire has extensive expertise and has
begun the work to ensure a thorough investigation and review
are conducted.”
Yorkshire came under pressure last week after 120 Asian
businesses in the region wrote an open letter expressing
concerns. Writing on the Change.org website, the businesses
said the allegations made by Rafiq were serious, and that it
had dealt a severe blow to the confidence the local Asian
community places within YCCC. It added cricket should unite
both English and Asian communities, and that a fractured
relationship could cause adverse suffering.

I’ve done my bit’. If that’s your attitude don’t bother doing it at
all.”
He added: “So I would hope that people who are joining in,
and are still willing to accept that things need to change and
need to send a signal, will voluntarily do what they think is
right.”
In response, the ECB reaffirmed its “huge respect” for
Holding’s views, added
that it was committed to a
philosophy of “long-term
and sustainable change” in
response to BLM.
Chief Executive, Tom
Harrison said the ECB had
been forced to face up to
some “uncomfortable truths”
in announcing a range of
measures to diversify the
sport.
“Our response to the Black
Lives Matter debate has been
to view the issue alongside the
whole inclusion and diversity
space to ensure that longterm and sustainable change
happens for all communities
who are not treated equally.
We remain committed to this
philosophy,” the ECB said.
It added: “Our refreshed
inclusion and diversity
strategy, published at the start
Aaron Finch
of the West Indies series,
commits to several comprehensive initiatives that focus on
eliminating discrimination from all areas of cricket. England’s
men’s and women’s players all remain committed to using their
reach and influence to keep promoting inclusion and diversity
in perpetuity, for the betterment of cricket and sport.”
The ECB noted that it understands “the importance of
symbolism, and its power to keep an issue high on the agenda”,
while committing with a goal to ensure “we deliver both reach
and change”.
It added, “The ECB’s work is ongoing in this space,
alongside all of our partners across the game. We will continue
to update, share our progress, and be accountable for driving
critical change for all those who do not currently feel as if
cricket is a game for them.”

Treat racism more seriously

R

acism in cricket must be treated more seriously, and
given the same attention in upholding the integrity of
the game, former West Indies captain Daren Sammy
said last week.
Sammy’s comments came in the wake of athletes across the
world speaking about racism in sport, the result of Black Lives
Matter protests following the death of George Floyd, a black
man who died in police custody in Minneapolis on May 25.
Sammy wants the governing bodies of cricket who run the
game to do more to overcome racism in the game, Reuters
reported.
“We’ve made the recommendations. You know racism is
real. It is not something that we can hide,” Sammy said.
He added: “So I urge them [to give racism] the same
emphasis they put on protecting the integrity of the game.
Why not protect the integrity of human beings? If you’re able
to raise awareness in the game, where every person, every
human being is treated equally, regardless of the colour of their
skin, I think that is the way the world should be.”
Both Sammy and his former West Indies team mate
Chris Gayle now play in numerous domestic tournaments as
Twenty20 freelancers, and have complained about facing racial
abuse.
“It’s amazing to see the lack of conversation in the cricket
circle from certain parts of the world when it comes to social
injustice and racism, and all these things,” Sammy said.
He added, “Yes we saw West Indies played England, so it
was bound to happen, the show, the support for Black Lives
Matter. But what about the other Boards? What about the
other Territories? I have not heard a statement from a few…
other Boards. If you do care about the integrity of the game,
and don’t take a stance against racism, or social injustice
against people of colour, then to me you’re really not doing
your job.”
Sammy was in the news recently following an allegation
of racism against his former Sunrisers Hyderabad team
mates over a Hindi nickname he was given during the Indian
Premier League franchise from 2013-14.
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Joe has no run out plans at 90

Joe was an all-rounder. He opened the bowling and batted
By Dhanpaul Narine
lower down the order. The other members of Joe’s team were
t is Brisbane in 1960. West Indies are playing Australia
Rohan Kanhai and Basil Butcher. Joe says that Basil had an
in the First Test. Don Bradman meets Australian skipper
advantage because he lived next to the cricket ground. Joe did
Richie Benaud. Cricket needs excitement, says Bradman.
well in the Davson’s Cup and was picked for the inter-county
Richie Benaud smiles. He promises an Australian victory. If
games. He was the captain of Berbice.
only he knew what the script would produce!
After doing well in the trials, Joe was selected to play for
The Test enters the last day and Australia need 233 runs to
Guyana in 1956. He was a reliable batsman, and an economical
win. Many think it would be a walk in the park for the Aussies.
bowler. A number of outstanding performances, including
They have the batting power to make the runs. But they have
three centuries, ensured his selection to the tour of India in
lost some quick wickets, and the excitement is now fever pitch.
1958-1959. West Indies won that series 3-0.
Frank Worrell, like a commander, marshals his players and
The defeat did not go down well in India. The Indians
tells them to focus.
changed four captains in the series, and the series loss was
Joe Solomon is fielding at midwicket. He sees the ball
even discussed in the Lok Sabha, the Indian Parliament. In
coming to him. He grabs it and throws it to run out Alan
the final Test, in Delhi, Joe scored a magnificent undefeated
Davidson. But it is not over. Australia needs the remaining
century. The series saw the emergence of Kanhai, Sobers,
runs and has three wickets to get them. But there are only
Butcher, Hall and Hunte, as future stars.
six minutes remaining. Worrell calls up Wesley Hall.
Joe points out that in those days cricket in the
He is given the ball to bowl the final over. Hall marks
sub-continent was played on matting and this
his run-up, tucks his shirt in his pants and runs in to
helped the spinners. But this did not stop Rohan
bowl.
Kanhai from taming Subash Gupte with an
Each delivery creates its own drama. Conrad
imperious 256.
Hunte runs out Wally Grout. Hall bowls again and
After India, it was off to Pakistan where Joe
Kanhai sees the ball over him. He runs to take a
top scored in the second innings of the First Test,
comfortable catch, but Hall bumps into him and
in Karachi. He made 66. West Indies lost the series
the catch is spilled. Both players cannot believe what
2-1, but left the sub-continent with confidence to
happened.
take on Australia a year later. Apart from the
The scores are level. There is one ball
Tied Test, the highlight was the captaincy
remaining with one wicket to fall. The
of Frank Worrell. Joe says that Australia
4,000 spectators and those watching at
was “Frank’s tour”. Worrell instilled
home are riveted to the action. Worrell
confidence in the
calmly walks over to Hall.
players and was a
He pats him on
statesman.
the back and says,
West Indies
“If you bowl a no
toured England
ball, you cannot go
in 1963 and won
back to Barbados!”
that series. Wes
Hall nods, goes
Hall and Charlie
to his mark, and
Griffith destroyed
runs in to bowl.
England with
He keeps thinking
pace, while Hunte,
that he should keep
Sobers, Kanhai,
it straight and he
Butcher and Nurse
should not overstep
did well. West
the line. He is at full
Indies toured
throttle and delivers
England in 1966
the final ball.
and Joe was called
Meckiff touches the
up for practice, but
ball and runs. He
was not selected
completes a single,
to play. Worrell
and turns for the
advised him to
second, and an
focus on his job.
Australian victory.
In the monumental moment: Joe Solomon shows Ian Meckiff as he
Joe played in 27
But there is Solomon
runs him out for the first tied Test in cricket at Brisbane in 1960.
Tests, and is grateful
again. He swoops on
for the opportunity to serve his country. He credits Worrell
the ball. What is he thinking?
for turning West Indies cricket around.
“I am side-on and have only one stump to aim at,” he says.
In the years that followed, West Indies did well under Lloyd
He adds: “I ran out Alan Davidson minutes earlier but this
and Richards. But it has not won anything significant for a
was different. If I miss they will win. The Test Match rests on
my throw. I practiced pelting mangoes in Guyana. I was feeling long time. In fact, its performance has been abysmal, when
compared to other countries. It recently lost to India and
pretty confident. I grabbed the ball, looked at the stumps and
England.
in one motion I threw down the stumps. Meckiff was run out.”
This begs the question: what is wrong with West Indies
It was the first tie in Test cricket. Pandemonium took over
cricket? Joe has strong views that the administration needs to
the field, and the rest of Australia.
hear. He says, “selection policies have to be fair and should be
Solomon says, “Rohan Kanhai and Gary Sobers jumped in
the air. Wes Hall stood with his shirtsleeves flapping and shook based on a player’s performance”.
Additionally, “The selectors do not want to be accused of
his head in disbelief. Some players, including Frank Worrell,
thought we had won. But it was a tie. Frank Worrell and Richie racism or unfair practices. The players too will have to look
at themselves. No one wants to play the long innings to get
Benaud left the field with their arms around each other. The
the big hundred. They don’t seem to have pride in playing for
fans went wild and the press were all over us. Don Bradman
their country. The T20’s are uppermost on their minds; it’s
was all smiles. He asked for excitement, but not even he could
a bad influence. As we know, Test cricket is the real test and
have predicted this result.”
those beautiful stadiums in the West Indies are empty for Test
The Tied Test gave cricket the tonic it needed. The rest
matches. This never happened when West Indies were on top.”
of the tour saw big crowds with a then world record at the
Joe spent many years coaching young cricketers. He was
Melbourne Cricket Ground. There is no doubt that West Indies
instrumental in the development of Shivnarine Chanderpaul,
conquered the hearts and imagination of Australia. When the
Alvin Kallicharran, and others. Joe rates Alan Davidson
team left for home, thousands lined the streets to wave them
and Subash Gupte as the best bowlers he has faced. His top
goodbye, with Worrell leading the parade.
batsmen are Rohan Kanhai, Garfield Sobers, and Norman
Joe Solomon’s name is etched forever in cricket history.
O’Neill.
Joe was born in a working-class family in Port Mourant, in
Joe plays golf, and does gardening these days. He is grateful
Berbice, Guyana. He was the third of five children. His mom
for a long life, and he finds comfort in Psalm 23 that says,
was Marian and his dad was John Solomon. Both Marian
“Tthe Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”
and John were from Enmore, in Guyana. Joe attended Port
His life is well-lived. His pure heart brought joy to millions,
Mourant RC School, and his best subjects were reading and
and he remains a gentleman. He thanks everyone for their love
gardening.
and support, especially his wife Betty, who was the rock in his
How did Joe get into cricket? There were two clubs, the Port
life. As he looks forward to another century, Joe has played a
Mourant Cricket Club, and the Spoilers; Joe played for Port
great innings filled with wonderful memories.
Mourant. There were Dr Appadu, Oscar Naidoo, Compton
We wish him and his family all the best in the future.
Bovell, Fitz, Assad Khan, and others, that played at the time.
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Hayley Matthews

Historic lift to women’s
cricket with T20I tour

W

est Indies women all-rounder, Hayley Matthews
said last week her hope is the momentum would
continue from the five-match T20I series against
England Women to put women’s cricket back on the field.
International cricket has not been played since March
this year, when the novel coronavirus put an end to sporting
events.
Matthews is aware of the significance of the games now
being played. It is the first female tournament since the
International Cricket Council Women’s T20 World Cup took
place during August-September last year.
Said Matthews: “It’s also going to be an historic tour. It [is]
the first women’s tour since the pandemic, so we are hoping
with the start of this tour we could get a lot of the other boards
looking on, and seeing cricket is feasible, and get [it] going
around the world.”
She said the bio-secure bubble was comfortable, and
preparations for the games, which started yesterday, went well.
“I think from the first day we came here, we knew what the
protocols were. We were told and given everything we needed,
so it was just a matter of coming down here and getting into
the training and stuff,” she added.
Resuming play on an international field was exciting, she
declared.
“We’ve obviously been on break for a while now, so to
get going again is obviously exciting,” Matthews said. Also,
being under the protocols inside the bio-secure facility was
contributing to the team keeping its focus on cricket.
“I think it is kind of helpful. [It] kind of limits distractions,”
she said.
Additionally, “I get to focus on the cricket a bit more.
Everything has been going well so far. Everyone seems to have
been working hard back.”

Time spent together divine

W

ith cricket now following Covid-19 rules, New
Zealand women’s cricket captain Sophie Devine
told Reuters last week the team’s two-week
isolation in Brisbane means spending quality time together.
The group is now preparing for their limited overs series with
Australia starting September 26.
The teams will play three Twenty20 internationals, followed
by three one-day matches starting October 3 at the Allan
Border Field in Brisbane. The games will be the first matches
for either side since the Twenty20 World Cup ended the
pandemic re-wrote cricketing rules last March.
Putting a positive spin on the “bio-bubble” and the
isolation, Devine declared it was “one of the silver linings of
this trip”.
She added: “It’s not very often that we get to go on an
overseas tour, and have two weeks preparation leading into the
first game. It’s normally a week. We also have a wider group as
well. We get 17 players together, so we’re really looking forward
to the opportunity.”
The team will spend two weeks in isolation in Brisbane, but
would be able to train together within their bio-secure bubble,
she said.
Australia are the reigning World Twenty20 champions,
and have held the Rose Bowl since 2000. The Rose Bowl is
the symbol of trans-Tasman supremacy in women’s one-day
cricket.
Said Devine: “It’s always a tough battle against Australia. But
we have had similar buildups. We’ve been in lockdown, even if
it has been in slightly different circumstances either side of the
Tasman (Sea).”
She added: “None of us have played cricket for a while,
so it’s a really exciting opportunity to go hard at them… and
maybe we can pinch the Rose Bowl back.”
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Vaughan at Highway 7
And Jane! Has over
100,000 SF. of
retail/office space, a
pedestrian mews with a
central piazza and park,
all steps to the GTAs
newest subway node,
VMC station. Price lists
and floor plans available
soon.

Starting
from Low
$400s!

Sterling Estates

Abdool Saheed

Broker of Record/ Owner

416  731- 7527

Shawn Ambedkar

647 -708- 4772

437-235-7599

TORONTO

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom,
4 washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge
Backyard. Conveniently Located Within Walking
Distance To amenities and schools.
Extremely Close Proximity to Public Transit! A
Great Place to Call Home.

Kiwi Condos

Three Bedroom
Townhome with a
Beautiful Open
Concept Layout on
The Main Floor. Has a
Huge Kitchen Island
with a Large Outdoor
Terrance -Perfect for
First Time Home
Buyers or New
Family! Laundry
Room Located On 2nd
Floor. A Must See!!

An iconic 14-storey
condominium. Hamiltons
urban art district is the
heart of modern style and
new ideas, and Kiwi is here
to bring you straight to the
heart of King William,
where vibrant city life and
unique opportunities never
stop!

$689,000

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

$1,199,000

AURORA

$669,900

Zafar Twaheer

Square One District is a
visionary master-planned,
mixed-use community. Set
to become a place where
business, life and leisure
come together as one,
Square One District will
include over 18,000 urban
residences, a transit
mobility hub connected to
the future Hurontario LRT
and Bus Rapid Transit,
retail, dining, recreation,
parks, green spaces and a
future forward employment
hub.

Artform
Condos

WHITBY
Newly Renovated 3
Bedrooms Detached
Home with Basement
in Law Suite in Highly
Sought-After North
Whitby Community.
Ceramic Floor &
Mirrored Closet Doors.
Minutes to All Major
Amenities and
407/401 Highways.
Private Backyard W/
No Neighbors in the
Back.

Daniels First Home
Empire Calderwood
A special community nestled beside all the
amenities the area has to offer but with less traffic
and noise, Empire Calderwood is the perfect
community for families looking to experience life
with a little more ease. Located in the heart of the
Niagara region, Calderwood welcomes those looking
to settle down in a neighborhood that is
conveniently located minutes from schools, parks,
entertainment and more.

24

Starting From Low $600s

The Daniels Corporation and Diamond Corp.
are proud to present Daniels FirstHome Markham
Sheppard, a fresh, new community of Scandinavianinspired boutique 6-storey condominium
residences and townhomes. Just minutes away from
Centennial College, the 401, beautiful parks,
shopping, and dining.
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Square One Condos

Starting From Low $500s

Artform is an emblem of
style, design, and poise. It
acknowledges that art leads
any great revival, forcing us
to look to the future for
inspiration. Artforms 17
stories of bold, creative flair
intersect with thoughtful,
clean aesthetics to create the
perfect marriage of art and
design. Brick, metal, stone,
and glass come together in an
architectural masterpiece of
geometry and creativity.
Starting from low $500s.

