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Mohamed-Aslim Zafis
recalled helping needy
Etobicoke – Toronto’s Muslim community marked the
one-year anniversary of the death of Mohamed-Aslim Zafis
on Sunday with a food drive, while recalling his rich legacy via
volunteer work, and that he aided the needy.
The event was a press conference alongside the solemn remembrance ceremony, and saw NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath calling for an end to the hatred and Islamophobia.
Zafis was killed outside the International Muslim Centre
on September 12, 2020. At the time of his death, he was performing Covid-19 health screening outside the front doors of
the mosque. He was 58 years old. A Toronto resident has been
Ontario’s Official Opposition NDP Leader Andrea Horwath (left) on Sunday charged with first-degree murder.
attended a community food drive, and the ceremony honouring the memory of
NDP Leader Horwath, and Faisal Hassan, NDP MPP for
Mohamed-Aslim Zafis, who was killed a year ago outside the International Muslim York South-Weston, were in attendance at the event.
Organisation in Etobicoke. Faisal Hassan (standing at right), NDP MPP for York
During her address, Horwath said Zafis lost his life through
South-Weston, was also in attendance. (Photo supplied by the NDP)
a “cowardly act of Islamophobic terrorism”, CBC News reported. She added that these kinds
of actions continue to happen in
communities in Ontario.
“Here we are, hoping that this
Ottawa – In the countdown to the September 20, 2021, ing to what has been an unusual federal election taking place
hatred will stop,” she said.
federal election, the week saw an escalation in rhetoric from under the pall of the Covid-19 pandemic, and a burgeoning
CBC News also reported
both Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau and Conservative Leader fourth wave that is being driven by the highly-infectious
See Page 3: One Love
Erin O’Toole, attack
Delta variant corona-

Canada at the polls on September 20

www.omesh.com

ads from both parties
virus.
splashed across variHowever, earlier
ous media, and both
this week, with the
leaders sharpening
campaigning taperthe attacks on each
ing off in intenother, CBC News and
sity as election day
the Canadian Press
approaches, O’Toole
reported.
altered his messaging
It
was
also
to voters by framing
announced yesterday
a ballot box question
by Elections Canada
on Trudeau's leaderthat a record numship and his record,
Justin Trudeau
Jagmeet Singh
Erin O’Toole
ber of Canadians had
CBC News reported.
voted in advance polls, with nearly a million more ballots
He also attacked Trudeau’s role in the SNC-Lavalin affair,
now working its way through the postal system.
the handling of Indigenous issues, and the decision to call a
It appears the record number of Canadians taking advantage federal election during a fourth wave of the Covid-19 panof the advance voting system this time around are respondSee Page 3: SIngh
9/11 observances held in
Queens, NY, this year were
simple, solemn, and dignified. Two events were
held in South Queens, one
at the triangle in Liberty
Avenue and 133 Street,
and the other took place
at the Firehouse at Lefferts
Boulevard and 107 Avenue.
In attendance (from left in
photo), were Deputy Queens
Borough President Rhonda
Binda, Dr Peter Ramsaroop,
Ashook Ramsaran, Romeo
Hitlall, Dr Dhanpaul Narine,
Assemblywoman Jenifer
Rajkumar, and Fazal Yusuf.
See stories on Pages 14-15
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave
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Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System

Power Sale
Lovely home situated on a large pie-shaped lot in
a quiet court. Features include a single car garage,
open concept living & dining room, upgraded
kitchen with granite counter. Quick closing.

O

$769,000

LD

House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions
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$969,000
Quiet Etobicoke Court
This well-kept bungalow sits on a quiet court in
Etobicoke. Features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, open
concept living & dining room, eat in kitchen, a
garage & a side entrance to a finished basement
apartment. Includes 2 stoves, 2 fridges, washer &
dryer.

$849,000

$839,900

Luxury Townhome

Exceptionally Beautiful

Spacious townhome with internal access from
garage, fenced lot, open concept main floor with
LED potlights, spacious kitchen with quartz counter,
master with full ensuite & walk-in closet. Basement
is almost finished. Call today.

Here is an important proposition. Spacious
bungalow for those with heavy pockets but weak
knees. The main floor is ground level with a walk
out basement, kitchen, living room, a bedroom
with large window, and washroom. The upper level
has 3 bedrooms plus a den. Fully updated as well.

Here is a masterpiece. Spacious condo with two
balconies, large open concept living & dining
room with floor-to-ceiling windows, 2 bedrooms
and a large den. There are 2 washrooms, walk-in
closet in the mistress bedroom, modern kitchen, &
laminate floors. A great buy.

$899,900

O
LD

Modern & Spacious

S

S

O

LD

$489,000

$499,900
A Recent Makeover

Here is a great opportunity to enjoy this spacious
2-story townhome with a modern kitchen, quartz
countertops, 2 modern baths, laminate floors,
LED potlights, finished basement, & an enclosed
backyard. It’s a great buy so please hurry.

$799,000

Private Waterfront (250 feet)

Power of Sale

Great investment to enjoy. Features your own boat
ramp, 4-bedroom home with full ensuite, finished
loft, escape to the Trent Severn waterway. For the
folks who love fishing.

Built in 2018, this 3-car garage home is ideal for
you. A quick sale is required. Features 4 bedrooms, master with full ensuite and 3 washrooms
on the upper floor. There are 2 additional washrooms. Excellent value.
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DENTISTRY

Ontario makes proof of vaccination move

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Toronto — As Ontario continues to respond to the fourth Ontario to individuals aged 18 to 59.
To further increase vaccine uptake, the province is continuwave driven by the highly transmissible Delta variant, the
government is further protecting Ontarians through continued ing its last mile strategy to reach eligible individuals who have
actions that encourage every eligible person to get vaccinated yet to receive a first or second dose. This includes the provincial
call centre booking or rebooking more than 135,000 appointand help stop the spread of Covid-19.
Yesterday the government released the regulations and guid- ments; the GO-VAXX bus administering more than 3,700 doses
ance for businesses and organisations to support them in imple- with 50 percent being first doses, since launching on August
menting proof of vaccination requirements, which take effect 7, 2021; also, setting up a Provincial Vaccine Confidence Line
that individuals can call to speak with an
on September 22, 2021. Requiring proof
experienced agent or health specialist about
of vaccination will help increase vaccinaCovid-19 vaccine questions; and supporttion rates, protect individuals in higher-risk
ing more than 550 vaccination clinics in
indoor settings, and keep businesses open.
or nearby elementary, secondary and post“High rates of vaccination against Covidsecondary schools that are currently opera19 are critical to helping protect our comtional or planned for the near future.
munities and hospital capacity while keeping
“As we continue to see cases of Covid-19
Ontario schools and businesses safely open,”
in our communities, we must keep up the
said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and
fight against the transmission... and its variMinister of Health.
ants to create a safer environment for ourShe added, “As we continue our last mile
selves, our families and our communities,”
push to increase vaccination rates, requiring
said Solicitor General Sylvia Jones.
proof of immunisation in select settings will
She added, “The best defense against
encourage even more Ontarians to receive
Kaleed Rasheed
Covid-19 is getting a vaccine and encourthe vaccine and stop the spread of Covid-19.
If you haven’t received your first or second dose of the Covid-19 aging everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated too. Wearing
a mask and practising physical distancing where possible are
vaccine, please sign up today.”
In advance of September 22, all Ontarians can print or down- public health measures we all must continue to follow.”
To further protect those who face the highest risk from
load their vaccination receipt from the provincial booking portal. The Ministry is working on additional supports and services Covid-19 and the Delta variant, the government, in consultato assist Ontario residents who need help obtaining proof of tion with the Chief Medical Officer of Health is following the
vaccination, including requesting a copy be sent by mail. Those evidence and recommendations from the National Advisory
who need support, including those who do not have access to Committee on Immunisation, and will begin offering third
a computer or printer, can call the Provincial Vaccine Contact doses of the Covid-19 vaccine to additional groups, such as individuals with moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency,
Centre at 1-833-943-3900.
Ontario is developing an enhanced vaccine certificate with a individuals receiving active treatment for significantly immunounique QR code to make it safer, more secure, and convenient suppressive conditions, and those with acquired immunodefito show that you have been vaccinated, when required to do so. ciency syndrome.
Locations and timing for third doses will vary by public
The enhanced vaccine certificate and verification app will
be available by October 22, 2021. Ontario’s proof of vaccination health unit and high-risk population based on local planning
and considerations.
guidance will be updated to reflect the new processes.
“Getting fully vaccinated is the most important step you can
“Businesses need a smart, quick and safe solution to verify
vaccination. The made-in-Ontario enhanced vaccine certificate take to protect yourself and others,” said Dr Kieran Moore, Chief
for the public and the verification app for businesses are tools to Medical Officer of Health.
Additionally, “To provide the best protection to some of our
confirm that an individual has been vaccinated while protecting
Ontarians’ health data,” said Kaleed Rasheed, Associate Minister more vulnerable populations, we are offering a third dose to
additional groups of immuno-compromised people who are
of Digital Government.
The proof of vaccination policy has resulted in a marked more likely to have had a less than adequate immune response
increase in vaccination rates. Between September 1 and to the initial two dose Covid-19 vaccine series. I continue to
September 8, 2021, the seven-day average for first doses admin- strongly encourage anyone eligible who hasn’t already come
istered increased by more than 29 percent, from over 11,400 forward to get their Covid-19 shot, to do so today to do their
doses to over 14,700 doses. During that time, more than 90,000 part to help keep themselves, their loved ones, and our comfirst doses and 102,000 second doses were administered in munities safe.”

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Singh: Canada needs more zeal, commitment, & passion

From Page 1
demic.
“Every Canadian has met a Justin Trudeau in their lives —
privileged, entitled and always looking out for number one. He
was looking out for number one when he called this expensive
and unnecessary election in the middle of a pandemic,” O’Toole
said. He added, “That’s not leadership; that’s self interest. And
it’s Justin Trudeau through and through.”
Hours later, CBC News reported on Trudeau’s response
to O’Toole’s attack. Trudeau focused on Conservative policies, among them O’Toole's promise to return Canada’s 2030
greenhouse gas emissions targets to the ones first set by former
prime minister Stephen Harper, his reversal on banning certain
firearms, and his approach to mandatory vaccination for travel.
Said Trudeau: “I’m not impugning [O’Toole’s] character. I’m
not saying he doesn’t love his kids. I’m saying he’s wrong about
how to ensure jobs and prosperity, and a protected country for
people in the future. But that’s what Canadians get to choose.”
He added, “I’m going to let him and his proxies, and the
anti-vaxxer movement, and the gun lobby, and the anti-choice
crowd... continue to attack me, fine. I’m going to stay focused

on Canadians.”
Meanwhile, NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh stayed away from the
attacks while criticising Trudeau’s record in office since 2015.
“I want to talk to you about the cost of voting for Trudeau.
The cost is people end up paying the price for these broken
promises,” he said.
Singh added, “I think that the exact opposite of Trudeau: we
need more zeal, we need more commitment, we need more passion. We need more courage to follow up on commitments with
action, and that is what we’re about.”
Meanwhile, Elections Canada revealed that nearly 5.8 million
Canadians had voted over the four days of advance polling that
ended on Monday.
According to its release, the total represents an increase of
about 18 percent from the nearly 4.9 million Canadians who
voted in advance polls during the 2019 election. The 2019 total
was the previous record for federal elections since 1997.
“I want to thank the electors who took advantage of advance
polls for their patience and their help in making this a safe
experience for everyone,” said Chief Electoral Officer Stephane
Perrault in the Elections Canada news release.

From Page 1
Horwath saying it is long overdue for governments in Ontario
to take action against Islamophobia. Hate crimes create lasting
trauma in communities, she declared.
“There’s no room for that kind of hate, and the rest of us
have to talk about how we will not tolerate it. It’s completely,
completely unacceptable,” Horwath said.
Mustafa Farooq, CEO of the National Council of Canadian
Muslims, also spoke at the news conference, saying that Zafis
was killed while serving his community.
He described Zafis as a good man who distributed food hampers to needy people.

“Today, we are here to talk about a legacy, and it is a legacy
that we all need to live up to. [Zafis] was a man who insisted on
bringing good to others,” Farooq said.
Sunday’s event also saw the mosque holding a food drive to
honour Zafis’ legacy of devotion to the needy.
Zafis’ was also the One Love Table’s volunteer at the Etobicoke
mosque. At this time, the group is continuing with collection of
foodstuff for its next distribution, which takes place on October
2 at 172 Milvan Drive in North York.
One Love Table packs and distributes over 650 hampers to
the needy across the GTA each month. Click here for more
information on how to donate.

One Love Table requests donations for ongoing food drive
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Singh: Take profit out of long-term care
Essex – NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh said earlier this week his
party would bring an end to the far-too-high price care workers
and loved ones are paying in for-profit, long-term care homes.
“While our loved ones and their care workers were suffering
through the worst of the pandemic, Justin Trudeau refused
to take on the big corporations
who profit from long-term
care,” Singh said.
He added, “Trudeau promised to do more, but even now,
as the fourth wave of Covid19 is growing, and the number of cases across Canada
is rising again, it is people in
need – our parents and our
grandparents – who will again
be forced to pay the price for
his empty promises. Instead
Jagmeet
of taking action to help them,
Justin Trudeau called this selfish snap election to help himself.”
Singh also noted that given the opportunity to make things
better, Trudeau teamed up with Conservative Leader Erin
O’Toole and voted to keep profit-driven long-term care.
Trudeau also failed to deliver on a commitment to establish

national standards, and refused to hold big corporations to
them, Singh said.
He added, “When workers risked their lives to care for
seniors in the worst moments of the pandemic, Trudeau did
nothing to increase their wages.
Instead, he handed out billions
to for-profit care companies
that used the money for CEO
bonuses and shareholder pay
outs.”
Singh said he would take the
profit out of long-term care,
and invest over $10 billion to
improve long term care homes,
including increasing wages,
and benefits for workers.
“Health care workers risked
their lives to care for our loved
ones. It’s not enough to thank
Singh
them — we need to pay them,
protect them, and respect them,” Singh declared.
He added, “Justin Trudeau wants you to think there is a limit
to how much we can improve long-term care, but I know better
is possible. Canadians can vote for the NDP and create a brighter future for workers and our loved ones in long-term care.”

Horwath calls for new Ontario last-mile strategy

Queen’s Park – Ontario needs a new, rock-solid last mile vaccine, and 78 percent are fully vaccinated. But that number is
strategy to surpass the 90 percent vaccination goal and end barely moving now. Since August 31, the number of fully vacCovid-19 in Ontario, Official Opposition NDP Leader Andrea cinated people has risen just two points to 78 percent from 76
percent.
Horwath said earlier this week.
“Doug Ford’s plan has us crawling the last
She added that the Ontario government’s baremile. He’s refusing to take on anti-vaxxers. In fact,
minimum approach was not cutting it.
he is emboldening them with half measures and
“Millions of Ontarians have done the right
complacent silence,” said Horwath.
thing. We’ve hunted for appointments, lined up
for hours, gotten our jab, and then helped our
Additionally, “We need vaccine certificates to
apply at all non-essential businesses and activifamily and our neighbours get theirs, too,” said
ties, not a list of exemptions and contradictions.
Horwath.
We need Safety Zone legislation, not anti-vaxxShe added, “We earned the chance to go to the
ers harassing patients, health care heroes, and
stadium, the mall or to places of worship without
small businesses. We need mandatory vaccines in
fear that we’re going to be exposed to Covid-19.
health care and education, but Ford hasn’t made
We should be able to support local businesses
without putting our own health at risk. And we
vaccines mandatory for anyone — not even the
Andrea Horwath
people working with sick people, frail seniors, or
deserve to have hospitals that are ready to care for
our loved ones — not backed up with Covid-19 patients who our unvaccinated little ones.”
chose not to get a vaccine.”
Said Horwath: “Instead of dragging this out, let’s end this
Of Ontarians over 12, 85 percent have had one dose of the pandemic nightmare and get Ontario back on track.”

Where Canadians can travel to in the Caribbean, US
Toronto – Caribbean nations are accepting Canadian travellers and tourists, even as the region’s Covid-19 figures are
climbing. Meanwhile, Canada is continuing to advise against all
non-essential, international travel.
According to a CTV News report this week, most Latin
American and Caribbean countries are accepting Canadian visitors, but with variations on travel requirements. A few of these
countries are asking for a completed negative Covid-19 test
before arrival, while
others are doing testing upon arrival.
Other countries
now require proof
of full vaccination,
negative PCR tests,
and a few are offering
Covid-19 certified
accommodations.
For Canadians to
visit the Turks and
Caicos Islands, full
vaccination and a
negative test for travel are required. Also,
the Turks and Caicos Islands is accepting mix-and-match doses
between mRNA and adenovector vaccines, and between mRNA
doses.
Canadians travelling to Jamaica are required to provide a
negative Covid-19 test. Also, travellers have to fill out an online
application within seven days prior to travel, and wait for the
government’s approval before entering the country.
Proof of full vaccination, along with a negative PCR test
conducted 72 hours before travelling, are required for entry into
Trinidad and Tobago. The government also requires filling out
an online form, and submitting proof of full Covid-19 vaccination with acceptable brands, and evidence of a negative PCR
test, before granting approval for entry.
However, Saint Lucia does not require vaccination for entry.
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Instead, travellers must have a negative PCR test at least five
days before arrival.
Saint Lucia has also set up special accommodations to help
keep Covid-19 from spreading on the island by restricting tourists to one area during a quarantine period. For visitors that are
fully vaccinated, mobility is unrestricted from these accommodations. However, restrictions are in place for partially or
non-vaccinated travellers on where they can travel, and which
excursions they can
participate in at certified resorts.
Bermuda requires
a negative test, and
unvaccinated travellers will need to
quarantine for 14
days upon arrival.
On August 10,
Martinique entered
a lockdown, and is
not accepting tourists at this time.
There is currently
no vaccine requirements for travel to the US at this time. As CTV News noted in
its report, the land border is currently closed to non-essential
travel by Canadians. However, flights into the US are not closed.
However, there are restrictions for Canadians travelling to the
US who have been outside of Canada. For example, Canadians
will not be allowed to travel to the US if they have visited India,
China, Iran, Brazil, South Africa, or most European countries
in the 14 days prior.
At this time, the land border restrictions for Canadians
travelling to the US are in place until September 21, and may
be extended.
US travellers have been able to use the land border to enter
Canada since August 9 with proof of vaccination, and a negative
PCR test done within 72 hours of arrival.

Vaughan seeks part-time instructors
Vaughan – The City of Vaughan’s Recreation Services
department is looking to hire part-time program instructors
and skate attendants for its fall recreation programs at Vaughan
community centres, starting September 18.
Among the programs specialties to be filled are cricket,
ballet and ballroom dancing, chess, cooking, multimedia art,
photography, preschool, Qigong, skating (instruction and recreational), STEM, Tai Chi, and youth room supervision.
Requirements to work with the City of Vaughan as a parttime program instructor are eligibility to work in Canada, being
16 years of age or older, and having a Social Insurance Number.
Also, applicants must complete and pass Standard First Aid and
CPR-C training; have a Police Vulnerable Sector Check; provide
specialty certifications where required; and have received first
and second doses of an approved Covid-19 vaccine.
A part-time recreation job at Vaughan community centres offers flexible work hours and shifts; competitive wages;
discounted courses, and ongoing training that leads to career
advancement. Recruitment for program instructors is ongoing
throughout the fall.
The job posting is available on the City’s website until
December 31. For more information, including eligibility and
the job application process, click here.
In December 2020, Vaughan was named one of the Greater
Toronto’s Top Employers for 2021. The winners were evaluated on the following eight criteria: physical workplace; work
atmosphere and social; health, financial and family benefits;
vacation and time-off; employee communications; performance
management; training and skills development; and community
involvement.
The City’s commitment to its people – approximately 1,600
staff members who dedicate their time and talents to making
the City run as effectively and efficiently as possible – enables
the organisation to deliver upon its priorities. As an equal
opportunity employer and a forward-looking municipality, the
City remains committed to fostering a dynamic workplace that
is diverse, inclusive and welcoming. This recognition further
validates Vaughan as not only a great place to live and play, but
also to work.
The City of Vaughan also has a wide selection of classes
for seniors. For those needing assistance in re-activating their
memberships or registering online, City staff are standing by to
help seniors register for recreation programs.
In an effort to reduce barriers and enhance customer service
for seniors, phone assistance and in-person appointments at
select community centres are now available. During these personalised touchpoints, community centre staff will help guide
users through the process by re-activating a fitness or swim/
aquafitness membership; providing tutorials on how to navigate
vaughan.perfectmind.com (including how to use the secure
online payment system); and providing tutorials on booking
a fitness or swim session, or register for a recreation program.
Phone assistance is also available Monday to Friday from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. In-person appointments are available Monday to
Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at select community centres, where
operationally feasible. To book an appointment, call a local
community centre, or Access Vaughan at 905-832-2281.
Appointments must be booked at least 24 hours in advance.
Patrons will be asked to provide a name, phone number, and
email address when booking an appointment. Those attending
appointments are encouraged to bring their own mobile device,
such as a smartphone or tablet.
Appointments are available at community centres across
the City, with the exception of Garnet A. Williams Community
Centre, which is closed for renovations until 2023, and
Rosemount Community Centre. Access to community centres
remains restricted and by appointment only.
Online registration for workout and swim sessions is
required using the department’s online registration system for
recreation programs at vaughan.perfectmind.com. An active
membership is required, otherwise a single visit fee applies.
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Bollywood star Raftaar surprises with guests at Canada’s top SA festival
Mississauga – #BollywoodMonster Mashup presented
by TD Bank Group culminated eight days of free virtual
events full of surprises from India, the US, and Canada @
BollywoodMashup on Facebook.
Highly-anticipated fan-favourite Raftaar hit the stage full
force with Swag Mera Desi, which won Best Urban Single at
the Brit Asia TV Music Awards. Surprise guests included Deep
Kalsi & Yunan, who collaborated on recently-released hit Slay.
The final surprise was Rashmeet Kaur, known for her viral
performance of Jugni Ji on Asia’s Singing Superstar, who joined
the entire crew for Bajre Da Sitta and Dhaakad.
Legendary playback singer Javed Ali delivered a soulful
rendition of Kun Faya Kun, which won a Mirchi Music Award,
and then showcased his vocal prowess on a medley of Badan
Pe Sitare, Nagada Nagada, and Tum Tak.
Harshdeep Kaur delivered two concerts, where she validated
her title as Sufi Ki Sultana with a mesmerising Duma Dum
Mast Kalandar, and hit songs Zaalima, and Dilbaro.
Raftaar with Rashmeet Kaur, Deep Kalsi and Yunan
Taking glam to the next level was Canada’s Drag Race
performing from India. (Photos by monstrARTity)
winner Priyanka dancing to Ooh La La by Babbi Lahiri and
but I am just trying to see what I can do. It’s like a little testing
Shreya Ghoshal, and U Wear It Well by RuPaul. Giggle Queens
idea that I have for some sort of future... world language. So
mashed up Spice Girls and Backstreet Boys with Bollywood
everyone can speak
and Bhangra. And Frog in Hand blended
together,” Akash
contemporary dance with Kalaripayattu,
explained during the
which is the oldest martial art in the
live Q&A with the
world, on the #BollywoodMonster Main
audience.
Stage that was brought to you by Tourism
The
Mississauga.
#BollywoodMonster
Jamaican colours were flying when
Kidzone brought to
#BollywoodMonster Orchestra: Raags to
you by Tim Hortons
Riddim brought the island groove of Bob
featured high-energy
Marley’s One Love to Bollywood classics
Soca dance lessons,
like Ruk Ja O Dil Deewane. N2 the Band’s
Aman Rajput from Mango Lassi potato-print-making,
Rahul Sathu
horn section added the funk to classics
and musical games. There were lots of fun for the oldest
such as O Sajna Barkha Bahar Aayi by Lata Mangeshkar.
members of the family as seniors shared their hidden artistic
Fans got behind-the-scenes access to the artists via the
talents such as singing, playing guitar, and painting.
#BollywoodMonster Concert Ask Me Anything, brought to
Vernal Savage (volunteer, Ontario Trillium Foundation)
you by OLG.
and Rudy Cuzzetto (MPP, Mississauga – Lakeshore) spoke
Akash Vukoti, child prodigy from the Netflix Documentary
about support that monstrARTity – the non-profit producer
Spelling the Dream, endeared fans when the 12-year old
of the festival – recently received from the OTF Resilient
revealed a side-project where he is creating his own language.
Communities Fund. “Through the Ontario Trillium
“I named it Tivinstanian. I know it sounds a little alien-like,

Foundation, monstrARTity will now be able to rebuild and
recover from the impacts of Covid-19,” Cuzzetto said.
Additionally, “The Ontario Trillium Foundation funding
will help vibrant communities invest in community-based
initiatives in the non-profit sector.”
ICYMI, #BollywoodMonster Mashup presented by TD is
viewable for free at @BollywoodMashup on Facebook for a
limited time: click here. Also, click for the Friday September
10 Concert; Saturday September 11 Concert; and the Sunday
September 12 Concert.
monstrARTity was born in 2011. It is a Mississauga-based,
award-winning not-for-profit arts organisation creating
original and innovative programs. monstrARTity is the
producer of #BollywoodMonster Mashup – the largest South
Asian festival in Canada: Rated #1 festival at Celebration
Square by City of Mississauga in 2018; MARTY awardwinner for Festival of the Year in 2019; Virtual Festival of
the Year winner in 2020. monstrARTity also produces the
#MonsterArts program, where professional artists provide
South Asian arts to children and seniors in English, Hindi,
Gujarati, Punjabi, Tamil and more; and MAD, where diverse
artist entrepreneurs create original online video content.
Film composer and music producer,
Vikas Kohli is the Executive Director of
monstrARTity. Kohli is the Treasurer
and Secretary on the Board of Directors
for Ontario Cultural Attractions
Fund. He has received the Trailblazer
Award (ReelWorld Film Festival),
Voice Achievers Award (The Voice
Communications Group), MARTY
Performing Artist Award (Mississauga
Arts Council), and Cultural Heritage
from Canada
Award (Heritage Mississauga). He is
a founding Citizen member of the Mayor’s Diversity and
Inclusion Advisory Committee, and has been profiled on ET
Canada, CBC The National, The Globe & Mail, The Hindustan
Times and Zee News.
Born in Ottawa, Kohli attended fine arts school, received
an Honours Degree in Mathematics & Philosophy from the
University of Toronto, his MBA from the Schulich School of
Business, and his CFA.
Generously
Sponsored by

September is

Brampton Tree Month!
Join us to celebrate Brampton trees by:
• learning about tree initiatives and programs
• taking part in scheduled events and activities
• grabbing a free tree as part of the Residential Tree Giveaway
• telling us what you think of Brampton’s natural spaces
(for a chance to win a prize)

Snap a photo of your favourite tree and
share on social media using #BramptonTrees

Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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Editorial

Troubled times

A

fter acknowledging he had been struck by gravel
that was thrown at him at an election event in
London, Ontario, Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau
stated he would not be deterred by “anti-vaxxer mobs”,
and by vitriolic and obscene verbal attacks from protestors,
which he continues to encounter during campaign stops.
In fact, the verbal and abhorrent abuse is not abating,
with an incident reported earlier this week, when a protestor hurled a sexist slur at Trudeau’s wife, Sophie Grégoire.
It is reassuring that other federal party leaders,
Conservative Erin O’Toole, the NDP’s Jagmeet Singh,
Bloc Québécois’ Yves-François Blanchet, and others, have
spoken out against the violent and verbal aggression that
appears to now be taking root in our Canadian landscape.
As Trudeau noted following the stone-throwing incident, “Nobody should be doing their jobs under the threats
of violence, or acts to put them in danger. That’s absolutely
unacceptable. That’s not how we do things in Canada, and
quite frankly, as I continue to campaign, I am inspired by
those people who continue to do the right thing in the face
of anti-vaxxer mobs, who are not respecting the basic science, and the basic decency that Canadians have rightly
come to expect from each other.”
We are in agreement with Trudeau that no one should be
performing a job under the threat of violence, or acts that
endanger their lives. Thus, it is quite natural that the sad
example of what occurred in Washington, DC on January
6, when a violent mob stormed Capitol Hill, be brought
into the spotlight, and which Trudeau commented on following stones being thrown at his head.
As he noted, “Canadians are reassured, and even proud
of the fact that we’re not the US; that a prime minister or
a candidate can walk down the street without fear of being
attacked.” He added that as a nation we should be firm, and
not allow divisiveness and polarisation to take root.
As a people from the Caribbean, we are only too familiar
with the horrific event that occurred on August 5 in Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, when a woman hurled a rock
at its aged Prime Minister, Dr Ralph Gonsalves. The missile struck Gonsalves on the head, causing a wound serious
enough to have him travel to Barbados for treatment.
The assailant has since been charged with wounding
Gonsalves, along with throwing missiles that could have
resulted in endangering persons gathered in a public place.
Gonsalves’ attacker was part of a group of demonstrators organised by the main opposition New Democratic
Party, and two public sector trade unions, that was protesting against the SVG government’s mandatory vaccination
policy for health workers.
It appears the methodology and mood driving the violence in the US, and SVG, are now overt motifs of anger,
aggression, and violence, rather than peaceful discourse, in
democracies throughout the world.
As Trudeau noted after being hit by gravel, “Obviously,
one of the goals of those mobs of anti-vaxxers is to prevent
political events from happening; to prevent Canadians
from being able to make an informed choice about the
kind of leadership we need to move forward through this
pandemic, and out of it.”
He added, “They want to make their shouting and their
aggression override democratic processes that have been
going on for generations in this country, and in other
democracies around the world. We will not let them win;
they will not interfere with the way this election is presenting a clear choice to Canadians.”
The unequivocal and non-partisan support given to
Trudeau by the NDP, Conservative, and other federal leaders is reassuring, respectful, and filled with good sense.
As the NDP’s leader Singh said following Trudeau being
hit by gravel, “I disagree with Trudeau all the time, but it
is absolutely wrong to be throwing stones. I can’t imagine
that I’m saying this in 2021: don’t throw stones at people
because you disagree with people.”
Additionally, “That is basic, and that shouldn’t be happening, but these are some clearly troubled people who
think it is okay to throw stones at someone.”
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Topicalities

iberal Party Leader Justin Trudeau’s ill-considered
call for elections might well boomerang on his party,
increasing the haze in which it exists. The campaign
was in full swing this weekend, the leaders decorous, but quite
unlike the moiety of misanthropes who emerge from their
cocoons at election-time, to promote dissension
by physical and verbal abuse of candidates and
participating citizens, thus exhibiting execrable
behaviour – this one saw a particularly nasty element of Covid-19 “anti vaxxers”, “anti-maskers”,
and others.
In some Ontario ridings, they pelted stones and foul language at Trudeau and party, far exceeding the limits of civilised
kibitzing that usually occurs at political speeches. It continues
to amaze me how tolerant we have become to the increasingly
crude and brutish behaviour by a certain element in society.
Manners and decorum are unknown to many, and fostering
strife and intolerance a way of life for many, well-organised
and funded.
The untimely election call undoubtedly provided the
platform for protesters, who take their cues from aberrant
Americans, exploit them and social media, and the network of
misinformation they feed. Canadians back vaccination, vaccine
passports, distancing, and masks. It’s time Canada rise above
politics, and fortify itself with just laws against a misguided
minority sheltering under a “rights” umbrella.
The organiser who claimed the right to protest by blocking
entry to a hospital is, hypocritically, violating other citizens’
right of access to the hospital, which should never be impeded
by spite, stupidity, or malice.
Protesters’ comments betray a frightening ignorance, like
that of former US President Donald Trump’s followers whipped
up by his verbal inventions, and facilitated by poorly monitored
social media, which do little to curb malicious content.
Worse, these falsehoods (“fake news”) are spread globally –
and instantly, unless the postings are delayed, pending scrutiny
and approval. Covid-19 and the Covid-19 vaccine are a popular
topic for misinformation. Whatever the sordid politics behind
it (and there is much chicanery there), the pandemic is unfortunately a real thing, and while questioning the ethics and origin,
one cannot deny that a valid vaccine and periodic boosting are
one’s best safeguards against it.
One must not forget that vaccines, masks, and distancing
protect both subject and contacts.
The whole weekend has been eventful. In the US a group of
persistent US Hinduphobes (leftist academics, atheists, societies, institutions, and so on), and their Indian and other affiliates

met in virtual conference over three days to exchange disinformation on their perennial theme “Dismantling Hindutva”, their
raison d’être. Most of the remarks were predictable.
Hindutva was authored by Damodar Savarkar, an atheist
at the time, and today endorsed by the BJP; it is a complex
mix – beyond its literal meaning of “the way of
the Hindu” – involving religion, race, country,
Mohan
culture, and language. American Indologists and
Ragbeer their Indian associates: the huge nests of communist academics nurtured in India’s universities,
especially JNU, gave an unsavoury interpretation,
and repeated their standard assertions that the BJP is malign,
and responsible for all of India’s ills, especially Modi’s actions
re: illegal immigrants and farm reform.
Today’s ease of communications allows publicity and globalisation of every meeting or seminar, and Hinduphobic activities
are commonly discussed in small focus groups in University
back rooms, and presented globally with the same hoopla as an
open meeting of thousands.
This virtual Hindutva conference is the culmination of
numerous such meetings among the groups, and now boast
support of hundreds of academics whose names read like a
laundry list of Hinduphobes, atheists, communists, and Modibashers.
More refreshing was the US Open Tennis tournament,
where several Canadians did well: Felix Auger Aliassime (21) of
Montreal became the first Canadian men’s singles semi-finalist
ever (140 years). A future champion, the way he plays.
Bianca Andreescu of Ontario (21), the 2019 US Open winner at age 19, lost in the fourth round. Laylah Fernandez (1819), Montreal, lost the Finals to Britain’s Emma Raducano (18),
both unseeded, the latter a first time qualifier, the first such to
win the championship; she won 20 consecutive sets, the longest
streak in the tournament. Both beat highly ranked players,
Laylah 3, and Emma 2. Truly amazing performances.
Another youth, Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz (18), became the
youngest quarter-finalist, while Botic van De Zandschulp
(Netherlands), a qualifier, reached the quarterfinals. But the
story of the Championship was Daniil Medvedev’s win over
Novak Djokovic, who was fighting his way into tennis legends
by winning the match and gaining the 2021 Grand Slam. He
took his loss graciously, and hailed the new generation of players.
The US also remembered its September 9/11 Twin Towers
(NYC) casualties. But who was there to mourn the hundreds of
thousands of non-combatant Afghans killed by the US’s 20-year
war, just concluded?

Explaining there is an elephant in the room

M

y dear grandmother grew more curious about the
world around her as she grew older, so much that she
would enter a room, stand motionless so she became
invisible, and then wait for the conversation to pick up again.
In this way, Ma tried to remain current and up-to-date on
all that was going on around her. She was particularly focused on the lives of her sons at one
Romeo
time, as they headed into adulthood, with their
Kaseram
days becoming more complex through work, and
inevitably, complicated by overlapping relationships, and eventually marriage.
Now it had come to pass that Ma recognised from early o’
clock a growing perspicacity borne out of that particular ability
possessed by a “one-and-only, star-apple-of-the-eye boy-grandchild” like myself. It was that enviable affinity to make the most
out of solitude with voluminous reading, quiet contemplation,
and wide-eyed observation, and then applying it all to make
sense of the real world.
So it was that Ma turned to me for guidance to read, and then
make sense, of the more difficult passages she encountered in
the later stages of her life.
My dear grandmother was always quite focused, to the point
of sleeplessness and worry, on the future of her sons. Thus it
was difficult for her to understand that inserting herself quietly inside their conversation circle, standing motionless, then
cupping an extra-large ear with the palm of one hand, and tilting her head in their direction, meant that she was noticeably
eavesdropping.
Of course, I tried in vain to explain to her that eavesdropping
was not acceptable behaviour in polite circles. However, she
remained as adamant as she was convinced she was invisible
around them, despite her too-obvious espionage being flagrantly noticeable in the way she sometimes nodded in affirmation,
or frowned in dismay so the creases on her forehead grew into
deep ravines.
This was the time of their lives when they were into relationships. They were taking initial, but too-bold steps into the
maelstrom of dank and musty rum-shop culture. It was a time
for one-upmanship, to exaggeratedly boast about numerous

and amorous forays, followed by spectacular escapades from
relationships with the ladies.
Then in what was worrisome for Ma, they started sneaking
into the house via its low back window, right after the cacophony of cock-crows started in the early hours of the morning.
So it was Ma became curiouser and curiouser,
even as she grew anxious about the welfare of her
sons, and the possibility of their way in the world
becoming wayward; or in her word, with its dire
implication of doom, “Nowayrian”.
She grew even more motionless during her
eavesdropping forays, now unsuccessfully fading into the quietude of too-obvious close observation, her eyes tightly closed
with the concentrative effort of absorption from their ongoing
and boastful commentaries.
So noticeable and repetitive were her eavesdropping that my
uncles inevitably developed a new language, and began speaking in code. For example, one would remark, quite unkindly,
with eyes issuing a warning to his brother’s mouth, “There is an
elephant in the room”.
Such coded references between them bewildered my dear
grandmother. So she turned to me for clarity, seeking out my
unripened studiousness, requesting that the lamp of elucidation
be brightly lit so she could further penetrate the dark worlds her
sons had started to inhabit.
Of course, it was difficult for me to explain the cruelty in the
elephant reference without hurting her good, gentle, and caring
soul. My dear and loving uncle, frustrated by his mother’s insistent invasion into a secretive, adult life, was satirising Ma’s extralarge ears. In heightened family moments, it was a sure-fire joke
that typically eased the growing tension. But this time around, it
was being delivered as a barb into his solicitous mother.
I knew he was also intuitively referencing an obvious, and
immovable object that was occupying great mass, but not being
recognised. Also, I am sure he was incapable of such a nuance.
Now decades later, I note how his ears swing low, and wobble
to and fro, like in the children’s song. And how generous he has
been in passing this genetic trait to his children.
However, this is not mentioned; it is an elephant in the room.
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READERS’ RESPONSES

Call to govt for more pro-vaccination initiatives
Dear Editor,
such workers should be vaccinated first; that was not done. As
I applaud the Guyana government’s most recent initiatives a result of this failure, we now have a situation that could have
in its effort to encourage Covid-19 vaccinations. My position been avoided in the first place.
is premised on the conviction that Guyanese have reached and
Third, it is clear that the issue of vaccination has become
passed the psychological tipping point; those who want to be politicised. The inevitability of this development should have
vaccinated are already vaccinated, therefore, those who remain been equally obvious – all the prerequisites were present, and all
unprotected by a vaccine are persons who do not intend to pro- the signs were there. A deadly pandemic had started; mandates
tect themselves and others by becoming vaccinated.
would be inevitable. The political opposition was, arguably,
Considering the fact that vaccination is the cornerstone weak and fragmented, and would seek — just as any political
of the multi-faceted effort to end this
force would do — to galvanise support
international public-health crisis, it folby any means. And that is exactly what
lows that pressure must necessarily be
happened – vaccination became a politibrought to bear on such persons in order
cal football.
to protect everyone.
In conclusion, permit me to make a
I note that earlier this month in the
few suggestions.
US its President Joe Biden issued wide
First, the government, which includes
ranging vaccination mandates as part
the parliamentary Opposition, must
of a six-point plan to combat the panremain on the trajectory of enforcedemic. I support that plan.
ment of all containment and mitigation
I note, too, that during his speech in
measures as prescribed by scientists and
which he outlined the plan, Biden said,
other experts. At this point, that will
“We’ve been patient, but our patience
require collaboration and cooperation
is wearing thin, and your refusal [to be
across the political spectrum.
Joe Biden
vaccinated] has cost all of us.”
With that in mind, I call on President
I conclude this point by stating my belief that — considering Irfaan Ali to begin unconditional dialogue with the parliamenthe medical, social, psychological, and political realities with tary Opposition, and start consultations with other stakeholdregard to the pandemic — vaccination and other mitigation ers. The time for grandstanding and political posturing is long
measures will inevitably become internationally mandatory.
gone; the lives of Guyanese depend on political cooperation,
I call on the Guyana government to accelerate policies and and all politicians need to internalise that fact.
initiatives toward that end.
Second, healthcare workers and other persons who are at
Second, while policymakers may welcome public applause, high risk of contracting or spreading Covid-19 should be vacthey must also accept criticism, and heed advice and suggestions cinated.
relating to their shortcomings.
Third, authorities must acknowledge that stopping Covid-19
One shortcoming is the failure of the government, until is the priority, and takes precedence over all other considerrecently, to mandate vaccines for healthcare professionals and ations, including economic interests. After all, sick or dead
other persons who work in healthcare institutions. After all, people cannot contribute to economic development.
Covid-19 is a contagious disease, sick people go to healthcare
I close by encouraging everyone to adhere to the measures
institutions for help, the people who work in such places are prescribed by the experts, including distancing, hand-washing,
most exposed to the disease, and are most likely to spread it.
masking, avoidance of unnecessary travel, and vaccination.
Therefore, it should have been obvious to the authorities that
Mark DaCosta, Guyana, via email.

Guyana govt must act to protect entire nation

Dear Editor,
sick but your chances of being terminally ill is significantly
I am quite pleased that the government of Guyana is report- reduced. You may be treated at a dispensary instead of an ICU.”
ing an increase in vaccinations among teachers, students, and
Regardless of all the concerns people have, we are better off
the general populace. Our former resisters are to be compli- being vaccinated than unvaccinated. The risks are reduced.
mented for a change of heart.
There would always be a tiny percentage of resisters. With this
“Fixed mindsets” about not taking the vaccinations are the group, even if God appeared to them in a burning bush and told
enemy of progress in safety and security in our poor country. them to take the vaccine, they would not take the vaccine.
We need more “growth mindFor the rest of us, let’s undersets” that would allow people
stand that vaccines don’t kill,
to be reasonable, and willing
vaccines save lives.
to respond to government’s call
So, people, let’s put aside our
for people to step up and be
quirks and reservations, and
vaccinated.
think about the “herd immuA caring government must
nity” of our nation. We want
think about the general good,
to normalise and open up our
and impending doom, if people
country fully so everyone can
chose to be reckless about their
get back to work and earn their
health and safety.
livelihoods.
With schools now reopened,
Don’t let us be a divided
I predict a season of “open,
nation of “the vaccinated” versus
close; open, close” as the virus
“the unvaccinated.” A hole in the
spreads among teachers and
boat is a hole in the whole boat,
students, and is transmitted
and it does not matter which
Health Minister Priya Manichand gets vaccinated
to others outside of schools.
side has the hole. Together we
When this happens, it would not be because the government survive, or together we perish. Let Guyana live!
has done anything wrong. The blame would go squarely on
Dr Jerry Jailall, US, via email.
the shoulders of the 50 percent unvaccinated teachers, nurses,
and the surrogate unions of the moribund Opposition acting
Dear Editor,
irresponsibly. Unvaccinated teachers would most likely infect
The Guyana government’s recent Covid-19 rules mandating
students and cause school closures.
Students may also infect unvaccinated teachers. So, it seems that vaccinated citizens show a vaccine card along with a rela lot depends on what the 50 percent of unvaccinated teachers evant national identification before entering a public or private
do. This percentage is unacceptable, and the ball is now in the facility; and, conversely, anyone who is unvaccinated provide a
negative Covid-19 PCR test before entry has been made with
teachers’ court.
It’s just a matter of time when parents would be upset with the greater good of the nation.
This pandemic is now in its second year, and the quantity of
the teachers if mindsets don’t change.
The government must do what it needs to do as it protects literature by the WHO, the Centre for Disease Control, AntiVaxxers, conspiracy theorists, Born Again Experts, and so on,
the entire nation. And who vex, vex.
I wish the “suing” unions well, as the Courts themselves have is more voluminous than the number of vaccines produced
had to impose safety measures, and would support the govern- worldwide.
So, it is really ingenuous for anyone to say there is need for
ment’s actions.
For those ‘hesitants’, “My Body, My Choice,” is a slogan of more literature to influence the unvaccinated to become vacpro-abortionists, sexual deviants, and substance abuse addicts, cinated.
The lines have already been drawn, and the vaccinated and
who confuse licence and liberty. To those who say you can still
get the virus even though vaccinated, the best answer is from unvaccinated are firmly in their respective camps. This is where
blogger “Oh Man” who said, “As with the flu, you can still get the government must decide on how to wage the war against

Calm, relaxing water at a T&T beach

Please reopen T&T’s beaches
Dear Editor,
The trigger for the last Covid-19 spike in Trinidad & Tobago
has been blamed on many things, depending, of course, on
one’s political persuasion. Vigils, Tobago parties, and so on.
However, a common thread was the faintest air of believability
around each theory.
Prime Minister Keith Rowley was recently quoted from
Tobago as saying that the “health experts” have now found
the real culprit of the Covid-19 spike: beaches. Therefore, no
thought is being given to opening beaches.
Barring the possibility of there being a “Trini variant” of
Covid-19 that defies all research and data as to the mechanics of spread, one is left to wonder how proven super spreader
environments as bars, casinos, and churches can all reopen
(for vaccinated people only, except places of worship), but the
beaches surrounding our islands remain firmly shut.
We are under a State of Emergency with a curfew. Drinking
alcohol in public is now a criminal offence. Flights to and from
Tobago are curtailed. In other words, the conditions do not exist for wine-and-jam sessions to develop on our beaches.
Many of our citizens use the beaches for healthy outdoor
recreation. Sailors, fishermen, surfers, swimmers, runners,
children playing – the list goes on. I challenge you to find one
other island nation that has had a protracted beach closure during the pandemic.
Please don’t deny us this privilege any longer. Start with limited hours to test the waters (no pun intended), and gradually
reopen fully as our rulers gain confidence in the citizenry to do
the right thing.
Please, Mr Prime Minister, the risk to doing so is minimal,
but the mental relief to the pressure cooker of Covid-19 will
bring maximum returns.
Christopher Smith, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Lift the restrictions on beach visits

Dear Editor,
Many people support most of the measures curtailing our
personal freedoms that have been enacted by the government
of Trinidad and Tobago to help ensure public safety during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Indeed, we are now all accustomed to constantly washing our
hands regularly, struggling to breathe through restrictive masks,
and avoiding all close human contact until arriving home.
However, there is one measure that I and many other citizens
are firmly against, and that is the restriction on visiting our
beaches and rivers.
Currently, due to the State of Emergency, consuming alcohol
in a public place is against the law, which makes it much easier
for the authorities to stop people congregating.
So, you set up camera systems at all our beaches and rivers
known for attracting crowds, establish a police presence there
and enforce the rule of no congregating. Simple.
In this regard, Barbados opens its beaches for a few hours in
the morning and evening with few problems, and we should be
doing the same.
Gregory Wight, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Spend Guyana’s resources on ensuring greater good of the nation
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Covid-19 for the greater good. Make no mistake, it is a relentless
war we are fighting, and a macabre theater is played out daily
with more deaths and many more infected. This is a matter of
life and death.
Like any war, citizens are first asked to join the fight voluntarily, which is then closely followed up by conscription that
mandates compulsory enlistment. The government’s actions are
similar to being on a war footing against Covid-19.
The choices are to get vaccinated, because it has scientifically
been proven as the best protection against the virus; there are
vaccines available to everyone for the nation to achieve herd
immunity; if you choose to be unvaccinated, then proof at your
own expense is needed that you are not contagious.
State resources have to be spent on the people who are
fighting to end this pandemic, not on those whose actions are
prolonging it. These are all choices made in the interest of the
greater good.
Reggie Bhagwandin, Guyana, via email.
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Race & power inseparable in Guyana
Part 2 of 2
have never been any credible allegations of improprieties suro put the struggle for power in the context of race, it is rounding those victories.
worthy to note that Guyana’s governments have always
There are also numerous examples of where the PNC delibcomprised one of two dominant ethnic groups – which erately attempted to suppress the East Indian population, as
has effectively controlled power – with a smattering of racial well as the development of the country, primarily based on
crossovers, or so-called “window-dressings” to provide the racial politics. For instance, during the late 1960s and 1970s, the
impression of a multi-racial front.
PNC knowingly slashed budgetary allocations to the agriculEast Indians have largely voted for the PPP/Civic, while ture sector in an effort to hurt the East Indian segment of the
Blacks have voted for the PNC (now APNU). The AFC population, which plays a dominant role in agriculture, and is
attempted to break the stranglehold of the two major parties on associated with the PPP.
a “so-called” multi-racial platform, but quickly turned out to be
The PNC also adopted racist policies is several other areas
no more than a sidekick of APNU, supported by former power- such as business, housing, security, and the public service durhungry PPP outcasts. The AFC’s true intentions
ing the 1970s and 1980s, which were not
were grounded in power, and not necessarily to
aligned with the interests of East Indians.
change the order of racially motivated politics.
When the PPP attained power in 1992
Dwarka
While other fringe parties, mostly led by forthrough the country’s first free and fair
Lakhan
mer major-party soup drinkers and individuals
elections in almost a quarter of a cenwho have their own axes to grind have emerged
tury, it had to endure conditions similar
over time, they never had a significant impact
to those today. Then, the late former
on the structure of power, or the racial divide.
PNC leader Desmond Hoyte threatened
As a result, political rivalry has remained deeply entrenched to make the country ungovernable if the PPP government did
between the two major political parties that have a thirst for not accede to his demands. His primary weapon was civil dispower, premised on the racial divide.
obedience, and he took his party’s grievances and concerns to
At any given point in time, regardless which party is in the street, resulting in violence, the spread of racial strife, and
power, the focus shifts to race when economic and social mal- an increase in crime.
aise worsens, resulting in blame being attributed to the ruling
More recently, following the 2011 elections which resultgovernment.
ed in the PPP/Civic forming the government, but with the
That is because the underlying problems in Guyana are not APNU+AFC coalition having a one seat majority in parliament,
only based on racial orientation, but are more or less due to the quest for power by the coalition was most evident.
economic mismanagement, corruption, nepotism, weaknesses
It used its parliamentary majority for no other reason than
in the administrative and governance structures, poor strategic to exercise political clout. Barring incidents of civil unrest
planning, and the lack of transparency in the decision-making and civil disobedience, the APNU+AFC coalition made cuts
process.
to the national budget; prevented the passage of the Anti
Together, these problems have inhibited progress, regard- Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism
less of the government in power. As a result, racial politics Amendment Bill, and sidelined the passage of the Hydrocomes into play, depending on economic conditions, which are Electric Power (Amendment) Bill, thereby killing the Amalia
inextricably linked to the
Falls Hydro project.
state of moral, social and
In fact, the coalition
economic well-being of
party opposed simply
the population at large.
for the sake of opposWhen economic coning, with no basis for its
ditions are good, the
actions.
population typically does
The political stalenot have much to commate that followed the
plain about, and conseno-confidence motion
quently, racial tensions
against the APNU+AFC
lessen. However, when
coalition government in
economic conditions
2018 also demonstrates
are less than favourable,
the real quest for power.
racial tensions become
The government chose
more pronounced, and
to hang on to power for
the racial hand is dealt
almost a year and a half
to the detriment of the
in spite of court rulings
party in power.
that the motion was valid.
In similar vein, when
Then, following the
economic conditions,
country’s 2020 elections,
and consequently, social
the APNU+AFC governconditions, are poor,
ment sought to rig the
racial tensions escalate. APNU+AFC & PPP/Civic supporters during the 2020 campaign elections to remain in
The dislike that then develops for any government in power power, causing a five month delay in the declaration of election
is not necessarily due to the racial composition of the ruling results. Had the international community not interjected itself
party, but more so because of the deterioration of economic and in determining that the PPP/Civic had actually won the elecsocial conditions that can be attributed to the performance of tions, the APNU+AFC coalition might have still been in power.
the government.
Since then, allegations of racism against the PPP/Civic have
This is not to say that racial tensions are only linked to poor escalated. The reality is the coalition party lost power at an
economic and social conditions, but they have also been the fuel inopportune time, that is, when the country was poised for
for power seekers. For instance, racial tensions have typically rapid growth on the back of its new-found oil wealth.
heightened both pre-and post-elections as political parties try
This has incensed the supporters of APNU, which believes
to get a hold on power.
an Indian-dominated party does not have a right to be in power.
In addition, parties in opposition tend to criticise or oppose
The truth is race and the quest for power cannot be separated
the decisions – both good and bad – of the governing party, just in Guyana. It is doubtful there will be a solution to the current
for the sake of opposing, which is generally linked to the attain- crisis. Conditions for greater collaboration will be dictated by
ment of power, which in turn is driven by racial motivations.
the ruling party. Demands from the Opposition will always be
The reality is that whatever party is in power, it is perceived greater than what the government would be willing to accede to.
to be resorting to decisions that are beneficial to its own interWhile a collaborative solution will be useful for the sake of
ests and supporters. This is pretty much the state of affairs in racial cohesion, it is hardly likely that the country’s political parGuyana today, though perception is not based on reality.
ties can ever come to a viable solution. They simply do not trust
In the wake of criticisms, the PPP has time and again ignored each other – and with good reason.
the needs of its own supporters to satisfy the demands of
On the other hand, racial tensions will lessen if the oppoOpposition supporters, much to its own detriment. That has sition would simply cease stirring the pot. But its irrational
hardly ever been the case under a PNC administration.
behaviour is not about race, but more so about power.
Historically, the PNC has demonstrated a penchant for
power and racist behaviour. There is an abundance of evidence Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
that indicates that the party rigged at least four of the past ten the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
general elections held since the country gained Independence: financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
1968, 1973, 1980, and 1985, in order to remain in power. It is Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
also widely believed that the 2015 elections were also rigged. available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
The other five general elections were won by the PPP, and there reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Sign of the times at Giftland Mall

Businesses to enforce proof
of vaccination requirement
Georgetown – Enforcement of the new Covid-19 measure
that only the vaccinated can access public and privately-owned
buildings rests wholly with its owners, Guyana’s Health Minister
Frank Anthony said last week. Anthony also indicated that the
National Covid-19 Task Force would be making random checks
on these buildings.
The latest move by the government came with the rising
number of Covid-19 infections and deaths, with the regulation mandating that persons either show proof of vaccination
against Covid-19, or a negative PCR test result in order to enter
some public spaces, including malls, supermarkets, and banks.
Unvaccinated nationals would have to make an appointment,
and provide a recent negative PCR test from an approved private
medical facility.
“I think a lot of businesses have agreed this is important if we
are going to move forward and see the country really opening.
We have in the past received calls from businesses asking that
we move in this direction. That is one of the reasons why we
implemented this,” Anthony told Stabroek News last week.
He also indicated that many businesses have responded
positively to the new measure, since his ministry did not receive
negative feedback. It means businesses understand the importance of vaccination, he declared.
“So far we are getting a lot of support and that is good,”
Anthony said.
He also indicated that the
Covid-19 Task Force will make
random checks on buildings, and
that consumers or staff can make
a report should locations not
enforce the measure. However,
Anthony expressed the hope that
businesses will implement and
enforce it, he said.
With the measure gazetted
earlier this month, last week it
was noted that a majority of
the private businesses around
Frank Anthony
Georgetown and Region Four
had not yet started enforcement. However, a few businesses
signaled an intention to comply.
Meanwhile, the banks are enforcing the measure, but it was
apparent that ATMs remained accessible to both vaccinated and
unvaccinated nationals.
Stabroek News reported earlier this week that visits to several
supermarkets and fast food locations did not see requests for
proof of vaccination. However, the publication noted posted
requests to present vaccination cards were being displayed at the
Giftland Mall and Massy supermarket.
It was also noted that some business places have put up
notices stating that a vaccination card and ID are required for
entry, but were not requesting these from customers entering
the premises.
One business owner told Stabroek News that a notice was
posted up stating that vaccination cards and ID are required
before entering the premises. However, the measure was not
going to be enforced on customers.
“At the end of the day, vaccinated or not, we are a business,
and we need customers...” said the business owner. Additionally,
the business owner expressed a dissenting opinion over the government’s latest Covid-19 measure.
“I don’t think it is fair to anybody: not to business persons,
not to our customers; but it is the decision that was made at the
top, so what can we do?” the business owner said.
President of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Timothy Tucker said last week that the group had not
received complaints from businesses so far. He also remarked
that the business community has implemented numerous
regulations in the last year and a half, has dealt with being in
lockdown, then operating at 40 percent occupancy, and now 60
percent.
He added that businesses have followed the necessary guidelines regarding sanitising, social distancing, and now ensuring
that workers and customers are vaccinated.
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Healing, unifying figures needed to move Guyana forward
By Dr Bertrand Ramcharan
ne sees the pointed exchanges by ethnic polemicists
in the Guyanese media, and one tells oneself that one
must do one’s utmost to stay out of it. And then, in
the same breath, one thinks that one has been nurtured by the
Guyanese soil, Guyana’s waters, and the Guyanese air, and that
one must strive still to be of service to the Dear Land of Guyana.
One has served the world and one has served Guyana also.
And one asks: Can the world experience be of use to Guyana?
One thinks of the quality of political leadership, and one asks
about world-class leaders who have helped heal their societies.
Mahatma Gandhi was one such leader, but even he could not
prevent the mass slaughter that ensued after the partition of
India. However, he did give his life in service of the cause of
unity among the people he loved.
One thinks of Nelson Mandela. One interacted with him in
South Africa shortly after he came out of prison. What a unifying leader he was. One saw this magisterially when Morgan
Freeman played him in the movie, Invictus. One thinks of the
South African Constitution that he inspired, and which still
holds the society together – for the time being.
And one asks: Where is the Mahatma Gandhi, or the Nelson
Mandela in Guyana? Without a doubt, the pre-eminent political
actor in Guyana these past decades has been former President,
now Vice-President Bharrat Jagdeo. He has been successful at
winning elections. Young still, can he now rise to the challenge
of being a Statesman? Can our young President Irfaan Ali rise
to such a challenge?
And then, where is the Mahatma Gandhi, or the Nelson
Mandela, on the PNC side? One has seen the current altercations about the leadership of the PNC. I have been following the
ideas put forward from within the ranks of that party. I had the
good fortune of interacting with Vincent Alexander when I was
Chancellor of UG. I see in him, Elections Commission issues
aside, as a decent man seeking to promote fair opportunities
for his people.
I have never met Sherwood Lowe of UG, but I see in his writings good faith efforts to offer ideas that can help take a multiracial society forward. The country needs such ideas, and I had
occasion once to support some of his ideas.
Lowe is arguing that the country must identify its core goals,
and seek to fulfil them with the resources at its disposal. The

O

Nelson Mandela
Mahatma Gandhi
logic of this is impeccable. So is the logic of fulfilling basic economic, social, and cultural rights.
But we are still left with the question: from where can we find
the statesperson(s) who can help the country to move forward
in fairness? The Guyana Human Rights Association has been
a source of ideas on national unity. Policy Forum Guyana has
also played a useful role. But they have so far not seen political
traction on their policy ideas.
The country is in dire need of healing national figures. I do
not know the country well enough these days to identify potential Gandhis or Mandelas.
Until not long ago, I owned a home in Fort Street, Kingston,
and a property in Canal No. 1, both of which I had to let go
because of the illness of a close one. I now spend my time
between Geneva and New York. Pandemic conditions have not
allowed me to visit the Dear Land recently. So, I admit that I
am not in a position to identify healing national figures, female
or male.
But I have sought to raise policy ideas for discussion that
might possibly advance perceptions of fairness in Guyana. I do
so without any pretensions or illusions. In my mind I have never
left Guyana. In serving the United Nations I also served Guyana.
I served as Chancellor of the University of Guyana. And I have
written books on the Guyana Court of Appeal, and on Guyana
Strategic Public Policy. Ideas travel with the wind.

Guyana is in dire need of its Mahatmas and its Mandelas –
female or male. I think of individuals I have known, and whom I
respect, and I ask myself if they might be able to play such a role.
One of them, an experienced and respected political operative,
writes frequently in the media.
The African Union has a highly successful institution: The
Panel of the Wise. They go to countries in difficulties and try to
steer them along the right path. I ask myself whether the different church organisations in Guyana might empanel and support
a Panel of the Wise, women and men, to come up with ideas
for taking Guyana forward with good governance and fairness
towards the different population groups.
And then I think of experiences from other countries regarding institutions or arrangements that can help a multi-racial
country to work together. I am convinced that an institution
such as the South African Constitutional Court can be helpful
in Guyana. I am also convinced that a vibrant national human
rights institution, such as the South African Human Rights
Commission, can help Guyana go forward with perceptions of
fairness.
The learned Attorney General of Guyana Anil Nandlall, who
has been engaged in worthwhile legislative initiatives, could do
a great service to the country by examining these ideas.
I have seen exchanges in the media about the long periods
of acting appointments of the Chancellor and the Chief Justice
in Guyana. I would use this occasion to make a public appeal
to President Ali: engage in an act of statesmanship and confirm
both of these appointees without delay – on your volition. You
are magnanimous enough to do this. Please do it. Please change
the tone of the conversation.
Our Dear Land needs examples of magnanimity on all sides:
political parties, the Executive, and civil society. It was former
US President Barack Obama who said that the arc of history bends towards justice. In Guyana, justice will be served by
perceptions of fairness. Let the arc of the future bend towards
perceptions of fairness.
I have served Guyana and the World. I now seek to put ideas
from the world in the service of Guyana. Ideas stand on their
merits.
Dr Bertrand Ramcharan is Honorary Commissioner of the
International Commission of Jurists, and Eminent International
Jurist of the Academy of the CCJ.
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Where ‘power’ really resides in the Upper Mazaruni
By Dhanpaul Narine
he rainforests are a powerhouse of diversity. They
contain more than half of the animal and plant species
on the planet. Many of the medicines
that we use today are from plants in the
rainforests. Food sources are to be found in
the forests as well, and we are reminded in
the popular media that the rainforests are the
“lungs of the world”. This means that they store
about 20 percent of the world’s oxygen. But
they also absorb a great portion of the manmade carbon dioxide emissions.
Rainforests are vibrant with plant and
animal life, but what make them special are
the peoples that inhabit this fascinating world.
It is estimated that there are about 50 million
people that live in the rainforests of the world.
This is not a huge number when one considers
that thousands of natives have been decimated
due to the constant encroachment of outsiders.
Guyana is one of eight South American
countries that is part of the Amazon rainforest
and it has a number of Amerindian groups
and subgroups. They comprise the Waraus,
Wapishanas, Arawaks, Caribs, Patamona,
Makusi, Wai Wai, and Akawaios. The Arecunas
and Karamakoto are also part of the subgroup.
In the 1970s, the Upper Mazaruni area
in Guyana became the subject of increasing
interest in the country and the Caribbean
region. There was talk of harnessing a waterfall in the
hinterland that would provide electricity to Guyana. The
waterfall that was identified was Kumerau, and it was located
in the Upper Mazaruni.
An Upper Mazaruni Development Authority was created
to oversee various aspects of the project. There was a human
resource component to the project that involved researching
the lifestyles of the Amerindians. The idea was to work among
them, and to get them to agree to move their settlements
hundreds of miles away from the catchment area. Resettlement
then was a primary concern of the Human Resource
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Department of UMDA.
In 1976, I was appointed as a Research Officer with UMDA.
I was part of a group that was responsible for collecting
and analysing primary source data on the Amerindians in
the Upper Mazaruni. The project was headed by a Social
Anthropologist, Dr Alain Fournier. We did preliminary work
at Bartica, Kartabo Point, and the Riversview Goshen area. A
period of time was also spent at Mahdia.
This was to prepare us for the Upper Mazaruni. We did
a tour that included Jawalla, Kako, Imbaimadai, Kurupung,
and Kamarang, and then were ready for Waramadong. This

village is situated about 25 miles up the Kamarang River.
Waramadong is a picturesque village; the residents were able to
carve out a settlement in the heart of the jungle with a certain
amount of flatlands used for farming.
The main farming technique was swidden
or slash and burn agriculture. Two influential
persons greeted us on our first day at
Waramadong. They were Gibson and Anita
Caesar. Gibson was the captain of the village
while Anita was the midwife.
Anita was a busybody in the community.
Medical facilities in the forests were not easily
available, and there was no established clinic
in the area. But Anita was proud of her record.
She would remind everyone that, “I have not
lost a single child in all my years as a midwife.”
How did she manage this in the middle
of the jungle? Anita employed aggressive
strategies.
She kept herself up to date with the
latest medical information on midwifery by
corresponding with Georgetown Hospital, and
with the medical outpost at Kamarang. Anita
kept excellent records on births and illnesses
in the community, as well as outlying areas.
She walked long distances to keep track on the
progress of pregnancies, and would educate
women about good health practices. She also
used local herbs that had medicinal properties
to cure ailments.
Anita was a one-woman clinic! One rainy morning she
appeared with a bottle-lamp. It was around 2 o’clock and the
conditions were blustery. Anita wanted to know whether I
would accompany her to the edge of the village to help in the
delivery of a child. I held the bottle lamp as we navigated our
way on a bushy track to the hut of the prospective mother. I
froze in panic at a large ‘object’ that blocked our path. Anita
calmly took my arm and we jumped over it. That ‘object’ was a
giant anaconda. The baby that she delivered was named Moses!
Anita’s brother was Roy Kenswil. He was known as the local
See Page 11: Anita & Gibson
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Anita & Gibson: Guardians of the rainforest
Amerindian lifestyles.
From Page 10
Gibson and Anita Caesar are still around to dispense their
historian. Kenswil worked closely with Dr Audrey Butt-Colson
wisdom with us. Their son Ricky is doing well in Venezuela,
who was at the Pitt-Rivers Museum at Oxford. He helped
while another son
Colson to collect
Terry is married to
primary source data
Raquel Thomas-Caesar.
when she was doing her
She holds a doctorate
research in the Upper
from Imperial College
Mazaruni in the 1950s.
in London. Raquel is
The majority of the
Director of Resource
Akawaios were Seventh
Management and
Day Adventists. Colson
Training at the Iwokrama
studied Hallelujah, a
International Center in
syncretic religion in the
Guyana, and is a keen
area, and Kenswil was
conservationist.
on her team.
Gibson and Anita
Gibson Caesar
Caesar have a rich legacy.
was the agriculturist
They are guardians of
and captain of the
the forests, and show the
village. He was born in
world that Amerindians
Venezuela and studied
are in tune with the
Adventism on the coast,
Great Spirit that inhabits
before returning to the
Dr Dhanpaul Narine (centre) was a Research Officer in the
the rivers and trees.
hinterland. Captain
Upper Mazaruni, with Anita & Gibson Caesar and their family
It was my great honor
Caesar took time to
explain to us the Amerindian concept of space and time. When to be reunited with Gibson and Anita Caesar after 40 years,
and I wish them well.
an Amerindian said that the farm was “over there”, it could
mean two days walk in a thick jungle.
The farm would consist of a few manioc and plantain trees,
Georgetown – Twenty-five Guyanese nationals are now
and yams in a clearing that was made from the slashing and
trained to translate emergency and Covid-19 related messages
burning of trees. There was also division of labour among the
into Indigenous languages, Kaieteur News reported earlier this
sexes: the men farmed, while the women fetched the produce
week. The training was conducted by the Language Unit of the
from the farms.
University of Guyana.
The UMDA project employed a number of locals to be part
With the training completed, the group is already
of the team. The huntsman was Carvaio, who had kinship ties
translating public health and emergency messages into the
in Brazil, and Ricky Caesar was the bowman and translator.
various local languages, among them Akawaio, Arekuna, Carib,
Ricky’s sister was Desrey Caesar who later became a
Creolese, Arawak, Makushi, Patamuna, Wai-Wai, Wapichan,
Minister of Education in Guyana. Desrey also worked on the
and Warrau.
Amerindian Languages Project at the University of Guyana,
UG Lecturer Charlene Wilkinson said the translating effort
and went on to earn her doctorate from Fisk University.
started a year ago.
As it turned out, the hydropower project was not realised.
“We in the Guyanese Languages Unit, including our
The World Bank did not provide the loan, but those two
overseas members who belong to the University of the
years, 1976 to 1978, provided us with valuable insights into

Kumerau Falls, Cuyuni/Mazaruni

Group now translating health messages into Indigenous languages
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West Indies, wondered how we can intervene to turn, as the
Buddhists would say... poison into medicine,” Wilkinson said.
He added, “We approached the Ministry of Health and said,
‘Look people have to get information in the languages that they
understand’, and we are here and willing to work with you to
translate any advisories that you want to go out to the public.”
The eight-week training was done virtually with UWI
Professor of Linguistics, Hubert Devonish.
He noted there were a few challenges, particularly
translating the “complicated sciences and concepts” into the
local languages.
One of the key challenges was the group navigating how to
translate terms like viruses and germs to languages that did not
accommodate these words, Devonish said.
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Ask Jay...
Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745
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Barbados PM Mia Mottley updates the nation on Covid-19 on Monday

Surge concerns Caricom heads

C

aricom leaders have expressed “deep ty sectors was real, and called on all stakeholdconcern” at the significant increase in ers to come together on this issue in the interest
fatalities and in the growing number of the stability of the member states, and the
of positive infection cases from Covid-19. Both community on a whole.
increases have been noted as an upward trend
In this context, the regional leaders are to
in the region in recent months, the Caribbean consider the harmonisation of travel protocols,
Media Corporation reported on Monday.
including for cruise ships. CMC’s sources also
The leaders met virtually Monday in a “spe- added that the leaders agreed to the design of a
cial emergency meeting” to consider a regional community public relations strategy to suppleresponse to the recent and ongoing surge in ment national campaigns to encourage citizens
infections, hospitalisations, and deaths due to to become vaccinated.
Covid-19, CMC noted.
There was also agreement by the Caricom
The Guyana-based Caricom Secretariat did leaders to share excess vaccines, personal pronot release an official statement regarding tective equipment, and test kits. The leaders
the deliberations after the emergency session. also agreed to approach the COVAX Facility
However, as CMC reported, well-placed sourc- to grant Caricom an exemption, which would
es indicated that the leadallow vaccine doses from
ers “expressed deep conthe facility to be re-allocern at the increase with
cated among the member
more than 100,000 new
states.
cases, and 1,400 deaths
The sources told CMC
between July 2021 and
that given the critical situSeptember 12, 2021” in
ation, Caricom leaders
the region.
met with representatives of
According to the
the US and UK to convey
sources, the meeting
the “gravity of the situareceived an update on
tion”, and to make specific
the Covid-19 pandemic
requests for assistance.
from executive director
The regional leaders
of the Trinidad-based
also requested that the US
Caribbean Public Health
deliver the next batch of
Agency, Dr Joy St John.
Pfizer vaccines donated
In her report, St John
to the region earlier than
noted that since the outoriginally planned, and
break in March 2020, the
asked for field hospitals
Miguel Díaz-Canel
Caribbean has recorded
and the accompanying
more than 300,000 confirmed cases, and has equipment to help ease the current strain on
seen more than 6,700 fatalities.
health facilities in member states.
CMC’s sources quoted St John noting
The request to the UK centred on the negathat the percentage of deaths in the region tive impact of traffic light listing of countries,
was “exceedingly” high among unvaccinated which determines requirements for re-entry to
people, with less than one percent of deaths the UK, given the importance of that tourism
recorded by persons who were vaccinated.
market to the region, the sources told CMC.
According to CMC, the leaders expressed
On Monday, during a news conference in
dismay at the rate of vaccinations in the which she announced the appointment of a
15-member group, along with a significant national Covid-19 public advisor, Barbados
incidence of vaccine hesitancy.
Prime Minister Mia Mottley said she held talks
According to Carpha, as of September 3, with Cuba’s President Miguel Mario Díazvaccine coverage in the Caricom region ranged Canel Bermúdez, as well as participating in the
from 58.7 percent in Bermuda to 0.1 percent Caricom summit.
in Haiti.
“I was also in discussions with the President
The meeting was also informed that no of Ghana (Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo)
nation was close to herd immunity, and the with respect to additional nurses and at the
regional leaders are strongly urging Caribbean Caricom level. I think we have all agreed… for
people to get vaccinated, noting that failure a deeper co-operation where possible, particuto do so puts the health sector at great risk of larly given the fact that all of us effectively are
being overwhelmed by the surge of Covid-19 facing challenges with the Covid-19 variant as
cases.
we go forward, and all of us are also hoping to
CMC also reported its sources saying that see how we can reach out.”
the regional leaders called particularly on the
Mottley said the regional leaders were also
frontline workers, such as nurses, doctors, looking at the Caribbean diaspora “because
security personnel, and teachers, to avail them- we have a lot of medical officials who live…
selves of the vaccines, given their critical roles overseas, but who may want to come home for
in the society.
short periods of time to be able to assist as the
Caricom leaders also warned that the threat region goes through this surge [with which] we
to the health, economic, education and securi- are confronted”.
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Selling Your Home In A Changing Market

he new rule about mortgage stress test kicked off on January 1.
Buyers qualify for about 20 percent less mortgage than hitherto.
The federal government’s ambitious plan to invest $40 billion into
real estate and make home ownership affordable took effect. This put a
downward pressure on home prices. A small percentage drop in home
price could add up to thousands of dollars loss for sellers.
Despite the situation, the housing market trend was predictable. The
market picked up by mid-January because there were fewer homes for
sale, and the trend continued into the spring with more buyers and sellers entering the marketplace. The market slowed down in the summer
months, and then picked up again, but not to the same extent as in the
spring. The best time to sell a home was in mid-January to mid-February
because of the lack of supply. The media, then, fanned the flames of the
hot housing market, and buyers, speculators, and investors went into a
feeding frenzy, bidding on everything.
How To Maximize The Price Of Your Home
The first step is to prepare the home for sale. Declutter it to its bare minimum to create space. Store excess furniture and other items in the garage
or off-site. Once the home is decluttered and cleaned it is a good idea to
hire a professional stager. A home that is well-maintained and professionally staged will sell faster and for more money.
Perception is reality when selling a home. Photography is essential in today’s fast-paced world. Buyers shop online and narrow their picks. Drone
technology, 3-D virtual tours, professional home videos, and high-end feature sheets are the new trends.
Select a realtor based on knowledge, experience, and track record instead of relationship alone. Interview three realtors before deciding. Ask
each realtor to prepare a market evaluation of the home, and to explain
their marketing plan. Look at the realtor’s client reviews, and how they
are currently marketing properties online. The way the realtor markets the
home to the public is crucial. Words have power, and a realtor’s ability to
write attractive ads for your home is imperative.
Many sellers usually opt to go with a realtor who offers to sell their home
at the highest price. This can be a fatal mistake because the realtor does
not set the price, the market does. Set your price based on what similar
homes are selling for in your area. Most buyers shop by comparison, and
would buy the home that stands out in looks and price. The best pricing
strategy is to price the property slightly less than the competition in the
area, which may cause more showings and multiple offers.
In an offseason market, the seller can choose their terms such as closing
date, price, and deposit. In many instances, sellers can negotiate a quick
closing date and rent back the property until they are ready to move. This
is advantageous to the seller because if the price drops, they are protected. Some buyers may choose to walk away from their deposits. Litigation is expensive and time-consuming as well. If the closing date exceeds
three months, it is a good idea to ask for a very strong deposit. Buyers will
think twice about forfeiting a large deposit if things get sour at closing.
Selling your home can be a pleasant experience. Sell when everyone
wants to buy and polish your gem. Choose the right realtor and plan in
advance. Every dollar counts when selling your home. Good luck.

Jay Brijpaul

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191
By Appointment Only
150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply

indocaribbeanworld.com | september 15, 2021

DIASPORA: GROUND ZERO

Hardai Parbhu

Ronald Singh

Rudy Bacchus

Nizam Hafiz

Guyanese lives lost in 9/11
Patrick Adams, born December 20, 1939, a Security Officer
at the World Trade Center on the 80th Floor; Rudy Bacchus,
born May 20, 1953, a Floor Broker attending a breakfast
Risk Water Conference at Windows on the World Restaurant
on 107th Floor; Pamela Boyce, Assistant Vice President of
Carr Futures, on the 92nd Floor; Annette Dataram, born
January 20, 1976, an accountant on 107th Floor; Sabita
Guman, a Computer Specialist at Fiduciary Trust Company
International, worked on the 97th Floor; Nizam Hafiz,
employed at ReSolutions on the 94th Floor; Ricknauth
Jaggernauth, employed with NTX Interiors, 104th Floor;
Sarah Khan, employed with Forte Foods/Cantor Fitzgerald
on the 101st Floor; Shevonne Mentis, employed with Marsh
Enterprises, 93rd Floor; Hardai Parbhu, employed with
Marsh and Maskan Insurance, 98th Floor; Ameenia Rasool,
employed with Marsh and McLennan Inc., 98th Floor;
Sita Sewnarine, employed with Fiduciary Trust Company
International, 97th Floor; Kamini Singh, employed with
Windows on the World, 107th Floor; Ronald Singh, employed
with Windows on the World, 107th Floor; Astrid Sohan,
Assistant Vice President for Marsh and McLennan, 95th
Floor; Vanava Thompson, employed with ABM, 73rd Floor;
23-year-old Kris Romeo Bishundat, a Navy Information
Systems Technician, employed at the Pentagon; Charles
Gregory John, Bhowanie Devi Khemraj, Marcus Neblett,
Amarnauth Latchman, Patricia Stanton, Joyce Stanton,
Vishnu Ramsaroop, and Shiv Shankar also died in the attack.

Ameenia Rasool

Annette Dataram

Shevonne Mentis

Kris Bishundat

In remembrance on the 20th anniversary of World Trade Center attacks

T

he Indian Diaspora Council International and its global
affiliates join with other organisations, governments,
agencies, groups, individuals and institutions worldwide in solemn observance of the 20th anniversary of the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
in New York, the US Pentagon in Washington DC, and the
Pennsylvania crash site, which in total left 2,977 people dead
and many severely injured for life.
IDC considers these brutal and despicable acts as inhuman, senseless, unforgivable, and unjustified criminal action
directed to cause tremendous death and injury while creating
widespread fear among innocent citizens in the US and other
countries.
The 9/11 attacks, considered the worst terror attack on US
soil since the 1941 Pearl Harbor bombing, left more than 340

firefighters and 60 police dead, as well as thousands of first
responders with shortened lives and others with lifelong medical needs and suffering.
US President Joe Biden’s statement on September 10, 2021:
“Each year on this sombre date, we remember the horror and
bravery shown that day, just as we remember how we came
together, united in grief and in purpose. Each year, we renew
our solemn vow to never forget what happened on September
11, 2001, or those who lost their lives”.
We recognise that such senseless attacks in various cities
around the world are meant to inflict terror among innocent
citizens of targeted countries. We are saddened that such inhumane and uncivilised crimes have been perpetrated against
innocent people in various countries around the world. We join
with all community organisations and agencies worldwide in

our unequivocal condemnation of all such attacks as we share
the pain and anguish of innocent citizens affected by such
tragedy.
IDC commends the first responders, the general public,
municipal authorities, and medical facilities for their prompt
and diligent efforts in providing emergency services to the survivors and their families.
IDC fully supports all measures taken by officials and community groups, which aim to bring security, calm, and confidence to the people, and encourages all efforts to prevent similar
attacks in the future.
IDC expresses deep concern for the victims of the tragedy,
their families, friends, and associates. We are very confident that
people will endure these national tragedies while they retain
their courage, sense of dignity, pride, values, and freedom.

Conservatives have a plan for a strong inclusive economic

recovery, creating jobs and opportunity for all Canadians.

Our plan includes streamlining family reunification, dramatically increasing
the supply of housing, and launching a national foreign credential
recognition task force.

Erin
O’Toole

Leader of Canada’s Conservatives

READ THE PLAN AT:
conservative.ca/plan
Authorized by the Official Agent of the Conservative Party of Canada
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DIASPORA NEW YORK: 9/11

In NY simple, solemn,
and dignified events
mark the 9/11 tragedy
By Dhanpaul Narine
he 9/11 observances this year in Queens, New York,
were simple, dignified, and solemn. Two events were
held in South Queens to mark that tragic day. The
first was at the triangle in Liberty Avenue and 133 street, and
the second was at the Firehouse at Lefferts Boulevard and 107
Avenue.
Both occasions struck the right notes, on a day in which
every major news channel splashed headlines, to remind the
nation of the infamy of September 11, 2001. That cloudless day
saw the mighty Twin Towers fall, and with this, thousands of
innocent lives were lost.
Each victim has a story of hope, sacrifice, goodwill and
family. These were snuffed out in seconds as planes crashed
into buildings, and left dreams unfilled.
But America is resilient.
Terrorism could not crush its spirit or soul. The nation has
bounced back with renewed energy, determined to show to the
world that it is the home of the brave.
Saturday’s Memorial was chaired by Pat Jordan-Langford,
who introduced the children, and reminded them that they
should never forget that day of infamy.
Ariana Narine, Melissa Deoki, Divya and Briana Singh
from the Caribbean American Coalition read the names of the
Guyanese victims at the World Trade Center.
The students also recited poems in honour of the victims,
after which Anoop Dhanpat read the names of the victims
from Trinidad & Tobago.
The prayers by Imam Safraz, Acharya Arun Gossai, and
Pastor Arik Nabie emphasised the need for peace and mutual
respect.
There were speeches from a number of persons in the
community that called for a return to respect for each other.
Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar said that 9/11 should
remind all that there should be no let-up in our quest for
peace.
Her message was reinforced by Deputy Queens Borough
President Rhonda Binda, who said that everyday should be a
reminder that we cannot let bigotry get the better of us.
Dr Peter Ramsaroop brought a message from the
Government of Guyana.
He said that President Mohamed Irfaan Ali and his
government send their sympathies to the relatives of the fallen
Guyanese on 9/11, and requested all Guyanese work together
to build a progressive nation.
Fazal Yusuf from the Guyana Consulate in New York also
brought a message from the President Ali and Prime Minister
Mark Phillips.
He said that the Government of Guyana joined all “to pray
and reflect not only for the victims, but for the families, and
for the world to never ever be subjected to such a tragedy
again”.
There were also messages from Naidoo Veerapen, Ashook
Ramsaran, Vishnu Mahadeo, Shanaz Hussain, and Dhanpaul
Narine.
Romeo Hitlall represented the Richmond Hill-South Ozone
Park Lions Club (RH-S0P).
He sent condolences to the bereaved, and called for an
end to hate. He also teamed up with the organisers, Narine,
Ramsaran, and Pat Jordon-Langford, to lay a wreath at the
Richmond Hill Triangle.
Members then proceeded to the second site, the Firehouse,
on Lefferts Boulevard. They stopped at the ‘Little Guyana’ sign
at Liberty Avenue and Lefferts Boulevard, where many persons
joined in extending their sympathies to the 9/11 victims.
The Firehouse is in the heart of the Indo-Caribbean
community. It lost two of its Firefighters, Ronnie Geis, and
Terrance McShane at 9/11.
A number of elected officials were present at the Firehouse,
including Assemblywoman Rajkumar, Councilwoman
Adrienne Adams, and District Leader Richard David. They
spoke of the heroism of the Firefighters. Narine said that one
of the lasting images was that “when the public was running
out of the Tower, the Firefighters were going up bravely, taking
their lives in their hands”.
Judge Karen Gopee called for mutual respect and tolerance,
and said that there is much to be gained by working peacefully
together.
Another wreath was laid at the Firehouse, and Lt Brian
Storz remarked that the Firefighters regarded themselves as
a big part of the Richmond Hill community. He thanked the
community for its support. He held a Guyana flag proudly to
show his love for the community.

T
Students Ariana Narine, Melissa Deoki, and Divya
and Briana Singh read the names of the Guyanese
victims and also recited poems

Members gather to show their respects to the fallen
victims on 9/11

Anoop Dhanpat, from Trinidad & Tobago, reads out
the names of the 9/11 victims from his country

A salute is given to the fallen Firefighters
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At the Firehouse in Lefferts Boulevard

At 'Little Guyana’ in Lefferts Blvd & Liberty Ave

Lt Brian Storz prays for two fallen victims from his
Firehouse

Members of the community with the Firefighters

Romeo Hitlall from the Richmond Hill-South Ozone
Park Lions Club, presents a wreath to the Firehouse
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AUTHORS’ CORNER

Diaspora Must Reads

N

Natasha Ramoutar:
Bittersweet

atasha Ramoutar’s poetry collection, Bittersweet, is a
collage representing both a reconstructed homeland
and Scarborough, Ontario, publisher Mawenzi House

notes.
The eminent publishing house adds that her poetry
collection considers memory using photographs, maps,
language, and folklore. As well, it brings together definitions,
recipes, cartography, photo albums, and oral stories, and
meditates on themes of
obscured and suppressed
history, theft, time, and
liminality.
According to Mawenzi
House, her poems journey
from home to home to
home, from Toronto to
Guyana to South Asia;
and Scarborough remains
omnipresent, with a mix
of identities and a strong,
active, and boisterous
youthful presence.
The collection was
released in September
2020; it was shortlisted for
the Gerald Lampert Memorial Award this year.
Ramoutar is an Indo-Guyanese writer. She is the fiction
editor of Feel Ways, an anthology of Scarborough writing,
which was published earlier this year. She lives in Scarborough.
In its review of Bittersweet, Quill & Quire notes that,
“With an especially skilled use of internal rhymes, Ramoutar’s
collection evokes balanced moments of ache, joy, and
rumination.”
Shazia Hafiz Ramji, author of Port of Being, adds:
“Ramoutar follows the map of her body, guiding us to the
edges of the ocean, from Scarborough to Guyana, with candid
sincerity and wit. She navigates home and belonging in sunbaked elegies, weaving diasporic alienation and solidarity
through sea glass and sugarcane. Bittersweet is the book to
bring us home.”

S

arah was the sole daughter and the youngest child in her
family of seven. Jeremiah was an only child, born to his
parents after several miscarriages. The two youngsters
met as toddlers and
enjoyed each other’s
company during
religious outings and
attendance at the
elementary school
run by the church.
There were no high
schools in the farming
community. Children
were taught to read and
write, but education
stopped just short of
encouraging ambitious
notions of higher
learning in the big
cities. Offspring was
needed on the farm to supply labour.
After completing school, Jeremiah and Sarah continued
to bond on Sundays during church until one of Sarah’s
brothers noticed their affection for each other, and reported
his suspicions to his parents. As a result, Sarah was not
allowed to leave her homestead unescorted by a family
member, and had to sit in church surrounded by her parents
and brothers. Heated land disputes that erupted at the same
time between the families made their budding love affair
forbidden. Jeremiah’s parents stopped going to church to avoid
confrontations with their aggressive neighbours. Jeremiah
helped his father build a tall fence between the two properties,
allowing the disputed territory to remain in the hands of
Sarah’s family. Seeking peace, his parents ceded the three-footwide strip of pasture that ran for half of a mile down to a river
where the properties ended.
When Jeremiah arrived at the fence on the third day to
continue its construction, he noticed a tightly wrapped piece
of paper on the ground. He snatched it up and rushed into the
outhouse. His heart pounded and his fingers trembled when he
unwrapped the paper.
Like Jeremiah, Sarah was suffering from a loss of appetite
and sleepless nights. She wanted to meet him by the river at
midnight.

No Bocas without you - time to be a friend!

A

new loyalty programme, Friends of Bocas Lit Fest, was
“So much of what we have been able to accomplish is because
launched earlier this month by the Bocas Lit Fest, the of everyday readers, authors, book-lovers, and well-wishers. To
Trinidad Express reported last week. With its slogan, enable Caribbean literature to continue to grow and strengthen
There Is No Bocas Without You, the latest move is aimed at as a force to be reckoned with, we must foster this community.
having everyone join in the mission of building the Caribbean Our stories are intriguing and delighting global audiences, and
literary community, while enjoying benefits such as discounts we must keep up the momentum,” she said.
on books from partnering
In leveraging public supbookstores Paper Based and
port for its work, Bocas Lit
Metropolitan.
Fest is also aiming at ensuring
Also among the benefits
its financial sustainability. It is
of membership are ten perfunded by corporate sponsors,
cent discount on workshops,
but as its work expands, so
priority access to Bocas
must its resources, Salandyevents, community networkBrown noted.
ing opportunities, access to
She added: “The subscripexclusive Friends events, and
tions are deliberately affordmuch more.
able while providing access to
Bocas Lit Fest is a Trinidad
the best of Bocas. It’s in keep& Tobago NGO that is dediing with the organisation’s
cated to the development and
mandate to ensure that access
promotion of Caribbean writto reading and writing in the
ers and writing. It was estabCaribbean is available to all.”
lished in 2010 by founder and
Becoming a Friend is one
managing director, Marina
way to make a small but
Salandy-Brown.
meaningful
contribution
So far, the NGO has
to the continuation of this
Marina Salandy-Brown
curated an impressive library
important work for generaof information and knowledge from its annual festival, the tions to come: its platform is now active, and can be accessed
NGC Bocas Lit Fest, and other year round projects. These by clicking here.
include publishing and writing advice from top publishers and
Among the ongoing events at Bocas Lit Fest are creative
Caribbean authors, ground-breaking conversations and debates workshops that are continuing until the end of the year. The
featuring cultural icons, religious, and political leaders, scien- seminars are with some of the best facilitators involved in pubtists, and change makers.
lishing, language, and all aspects of writing, and are available
The unique offering of material in various audio-visual for- via Zoom.
mats is one of the many benefits Friends of the Bocas Lit Fest
Scriptwriting with David Edgecombe will be the next event
can access after subscribing to the platform.
to take place on September 25. It offers exploration of techFriends can choose either an annual Standard subscription niques to help pin the vision down from pen to paper, and perof (TT) $200, or Premium at $400. Subscriptions to Friends can formance. It is free, and will focus on writing for theatre.
also be gifted to arts and culture lovers of all ages.
Come October 2, Joanne Hillhouse will conduct a seminar
Local, regional and international readers, writers, research- on writing for children that explores developing engaging work
ers and publishers are already keen to welcome the platform's for young readers. It will also examine current works in progfeatures, the Trinidad Express reported.
ress, and focus on emerging narratives from conception, charIn welcoming Friends to the platform, Salandy-Brown acter development, and illustration. It targets texts for young
acknowledged the support received thus far.
readers aged 7-12. Click here to visit Bocas Lit Fest.

The Supernatural

U ni nvi te d L ove d On e s & O t h e r s
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That night started a series of romantic dates
by the river. Sarah risked her life by clambering
up and down a balcony post, and scaling over
its rail to be with the boy she loved.
After a few trysts by the river’s edge, their
romance heated up and they had to tear
themselves away from each other to climb back
into bed and avoid getting caught by their early
rising family.
Sarah dreamed of eloping to a big city to be
together forever. Jeremiah feared for her safety
if her family found them. Also, as the only
child of his parents, he could not put them
through the suffering of abandonment.
A year later, Sarah disappeared. Jeremiah assumed that
their rendezvous by the water’s edge had been discovered, and
Sarah’s family had either sent her away or kept her prisoner in
the house.
Jeremiah kept a close watch on Sarah’s house, eager to catch
a glimpse of her to relieve his despair. He lived in her memory
until he fell into depression when his parents passed away.
Sarah’s brothers continued to run their family’s farm with
up-to-date machinery.
Jeremiah’s once-thriving 100-acre livestock farm fell into
disrepair. Failure to stay current with modern technology, and
the loss of will to enjoy living sapped his energy and made
it impossible to keep up with the competition. No running
water or electricity made manual labour exhaustive and timeconsuming, which forced Jeremiah to sell his milk-producing
animals and egg-laying fowls. He kept a few for his personal
use and to supply meat when they were no longer capable of
producing milk and eggs.
Jeremiah remained in the tiny 200-year-old farmhouse
that his forefathers had built many generations before him.
He planted a vegetable garden for sustenance. Chopped wood
from the trees on his property fueled heat from the potbelly
wood stove in the middle of the one-bedroom dwelling. A
rusted kerosene lamp lit the way to the outhouse 100 yards

Kamil
Ali

behind the residence
whenever an emergency
arose on moonless nights. Buckets lifted water from a shallow
well for cooking, drinking, and taking the occasional body
wash in the bathroom adjoining the latrine.
With his entire life of routine spent on the farm doing
strenuous chores from sunrise until sunset, Jeremiah’s
battered 70-year-old body felt more like 90 years old. Arthritis
twisted his joints and forced him to lean forward and walk
with a shuffle. On sleepless nights, Jeremiah often lay in bed
and stared at the moon outside his bedroom window. He
found himself reflecting on his journey through time. Fond
memories of falling in love with the girl next door brought
joy to his heart, but sadness and hopelessness always followed
when he thought of what might have been if he had listened to
her.
One night during his trip down memory lane, a sound
outside his bedroom door caught his attention. He slid off the
bed and tiptoed to the door to open it a crack. His mom and
dad were hosting a party in the living room. Sarah’s parents
and several others were in attendance. Jeremiah felt his
stomach tie itself into knots. A tap on his shoulder terrified
him. He spun around to find a smiling Sarah behind him. She
held a baby in her arm. She stepped up to him for a kiss when
he stared through her toward his bed. The moonlight glistened
off his pale cheekbones. He lay on his back with his eyes
closed. Sarah’s lips on his brought a smile to his resting corpse.
He had found peace within himself.
Sarah told him she had become pregnant and her family
locked her away in the basement of the house. When all hope
of being with him was lost, she refused to eat or drink until she
and their baby died of starvation.
“But in death, all is forgiven.” Sarah leaned her head against
Jeremiah’s chest with the baby between them. “Uninvited
loved ones and others no longer need invitations to mingle.
Animosity remains behind in the living world.”
A tear of joy rolled down Jeremiah’s cheek when he hugged
his family. The bliss was his to keep for all eternity.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

New masking rules for T&T Parliament
Port-of-Spain – Speaker of the House Bridgid AnnisetteNoting that the WHO had advised that vaccination offered a
George and the President of the Senate Christine Kangaloo last path to normalcy, Annisette-George said it was her hope for the
week laid down new rules for unvaccinated parliamentarians.
return to normalcy of parliamentary operations.
In an announcement at the start of last Friday’s sitting,
Meanwhile, in a similar announcement in the Senate,
Annisette-George said unvaccinated Members are now required Kangaloo said unvaccinated senators, and those who have not
to double-mask at all times while in the parliamentary precincts declared a vaccination status, will be required to double-mask
and in the Chamber, with the outer mask being black.
and use the speaking booths.
She said other Members wishing to double-mask, and
She said a decision about increasing the numbers in the
Members wishing to wear a face shield in addition to their black Chamber would be forthcoming, but noted that it was being
mask, may do so.
held up by the lack of information.
Annisette-George said all unvaccinated
“That decision could have been made
Members wanting to make a contribution,
had we been in possession of all the facts
regardless of the length, will be required
re: Members’ vaccination status. A decision
to use the speaking booths. As more data
will also have to be made about whether
become available on the numbers of vacMembers who have either declared that they
cinated Members, there will be an ongoing
are unvaccinated, or who have not declared
evaluation of risks until there is a return to
their vaccination status, should be allowed to
normalcy, she said.
speak in the speaking booth with or without
“In an effort to assess our risks, I had
a mask or double-mask,” Kangaloo stated.
previously requested the Leader of the House
She said now that vaccines were widely
and the Opposition Whip to provide data
available, an important element contributing
related to the number of vaccinated and
to increasing the number of Members in the
unvaccinated Members. Although I am in
Chamber was availability of information on
receipt of some data, the data available are
vaccinations.
not yet sufficient to determine fully the new
“Such information will enable us to carry
measures that can be considered and adoptout the required health and safety assessed on a path to normalcy,” she said.
ments, and to better understand and manage
She added that in the absence of full inforthe level of risk associated with increasing
mation regarding the number of Members
the numbers of Members who can remain in
Bridgid Annisette-George
vaccinated, the current stipulation that the
the Chamber at any one time,” Kangaloo said.
number of Members in the Chamber will remain at eight
Kangaloo said these are serious decisions to be made in an
Government and six Opposition.
increasingly challenging time.
For the public gallery, a maximum of five media personnel
She also asked Members to bear in mind “that the major
will be allowed, with all of them vaccinated and masked.
concern as we return to this Chamber is the protection of each
Annisette-George stressed that neither unvaccinated nor and every one of us, including Members who may choose to be
vaccinated Members were being barred. However, measures unvaccinated, or Members who, due to medical vulnerabilities,
were in place to protect all Members and staff in the execution cannot be vaccinated”.
of their constitutional obligations.
Also, similar to Annisette-George, Kangaloo stressed that
She noted that in many quarters of the world, including there has been no decision to exclude any Member from the
Trinidad & Tobago, citizens expressed fatigue with the various precincts or the Chamber, and there had been no decision to
measures introduced in response to the corona virus, and that exclude unvaccinated Members from the Chamber.
the emergence of several vaccines may have fed a groundswell
“All that the aforementioned measures seek to do is to assist
for a return to normalcy.
in the protection of Members,” she said.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Better vaccination plan needed
Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
last week called on Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley to come up
with a comprehensive plan for total national vaccination.
“Stop chilling and wasting taxpayers’ money in Tobago, and
come up and devise an inclusive, transparent and comprehensive programme to get people vaccinated,” she said.
At the time, Persad-Bissessar was criticizing the three-day
Cabinet retreat, which the government held in in Tobago last
week. She described it as a “taxpayer-funded holiday”.
Persad-Bissessar noted Rowley said reopening the nation’s
beaches had caused a spike in Covid-19 cases. She also criticised
him for previously declaring the spike in infections had come
from candlelight vigils held earlier this year for the murdered
young woman, Andrea Bharatt.
Rowley must fully admit he made a mistake in inviting
nationals to go to Tobago over the Easter period, she declared.
She also criticised him for a Tobago retreat during a pandemic.
“Imagine, at a time when we all are being [rebuffed] for
congregating and travelling, at a time when taxi drivers can’t
earn money because they are not allowed to fill their cars with
passengers, at a time when everyone in the world has been using
Zoom and other online forums to meet... at this time, Rowley
picked up the entire Cabinet and supporting staff, put them on a
plane, and went Tobago, all together in a room to lime,” she said.
She added, “You see why Rowley got Covid-19? Like all dictators, he refuses to follow the very same rules he forces you to
follow. One rule for us, and another for them.”

Barkeepers keeping with spirit of the times

Owners not mixing matters & serious over reopening

Parents Vido & Lana Ramroop celebrate with son,
Tyler, after he was named Top Male Pupil in this
year’s SEA examination.

Ministry honours top SEA students
Port-of-Spain – A total of 17 pupils who topped the Secondary Education Assessment results were honoured last week by
Trinidad & Tobago’s Education Ministry. Each student received
free broadband at-home services from Bmobile, along with an
electronic tablet.
The top SEA pupil was Kirsten Ramsaran, 12, of Rousillac
Presbyterian Primary School, who passed for Naparima Girls’
College. Second place was achieved by Vineeta Kattamanchi
of Maria Regina Grade school, who passed for St Joseph’s
Convent.
The top male student was Tyler Ramroop of El Dorado
North Hindu School.
Ramsaran credited her academic success to a balance of
studying and schoolwork.
“Half I would be studying, and half I would be taking breaks.
You can’t overwork, you always have to have some time for
yourself,” she said.
After learning about her SEA success, Ramsaran said he
shared the good news first with her grandfather, a former
teacher at the school who had helped her along. She wants to
be an attorney.
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Port-of-Spain – Barkeepers and Operators Association of
Trinidad & Tobago president Satesh Moonasar said last week
the organisation is “cautiously optimistic” about the possibility
of Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley allowing around 2,700 bars
to reopen next month. Earlier this year, the government closed
bars due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Moonasar said bar operators remain committed to the
government’s Covid-19 regulations, and have embarked on the
customary rigorous cleaning and
refurbishment in anticipation of a
reopening for takeaway purchases
only.
Said Moonasar: “We are cautiously optimistic. We are waiting
to hear more about the ‘safe zone’.
We don’t know exactly what the
criteria are: what it would entail.
We are adopting a wait-and-see
approach.”
Earlier, Moonasar said he was
Crisanto Horsham
anticipating a structured, phased
reopening from the government, noting, “It will truly be graband-go if we are allowed to reopen. We are not mixing matters
with the reopening. There will be no additional movement of
people.”
He said bar owners have been the hardest hit for the almost
two years since the Covid-19 pandemic began. Such was the
impact that hundreds of popular watering holes are no longer
going to be in business, he said. Moonasar owns two C1 Sports
Bar lounges in central Trinidad.
“We sent in a proposal for a phased reopening starting with a
‘grab-and-go’. …[Given] the State of Emergency, no consumption of alcohol will take place at the bar. We are cognisant of
the SoE, but at least we can open our doors, and have an equal
opportunity like the wholesalers and supermarkets that are selling alcohol. It will be a level playing field,” he said.
He added: “We have been on different kinds of lockdown the
past 15 months… since March 2020. During the SoE, for the
past 125 days – total lockdown. Casinos, cinemas, and restau-

rants were allowed to reopen partially, or at intervals. Nothing
for bars. We are just holding on..”
Meanwhile, Crisanto Horsham, the owner of Frankie’s
Restaurant and Bar in Woodbrook, north Trinidad, has said the
takeaway option for bars was not workable.
“We want to reopen,” he said.
Horsham declared most of the people working in the
barkeeping industry are vaccinated, which should make reopening
smoother.
He added that bar owners are
willing to make adjustments to meet
the needs and special circumstances
of the local communities. A reopening should be guided by what is feasible, acceptable, and tailored to the
needs of each community, he noted.
Said Horsham: “I spoke to some
bar operators. They are desperately
hoping they would be able to return
to work. We have to make some
Satesh Moonasar
tough decisions. We have to try a
way to move forward. The sad, stark reality is the Covid-19
cases are not going to stop. We have to find a way to live. Most
of our people have been vaccinated.”
He added, “We have to set the system. A little more regulation – about four to five people to a table. Takeaway is a waste of
time. People come to a bar to relax and have a drink. Bars always
attract a cosmopolitan crowd, an eclectic crowd. You can be a bit
more reasonable with the spacing.”
Horsham said he did not think grab-and-go was workable.
“Takeaway is not going to work. If you want to get the
economy going again, takeaway is not going to generate enough
revenue,” he said.
The culture in Trinidad & Tobago is such that nationals are
more gregarious, happier, and filled with joie de vivre.
“We are a melting pot. Trinis are a little more sociable than
most people. To rid the day's stresses from our minds, people
head to the bars. It’s an impromptu [get-together]. People are
not going to take it nicely if they can’t get out.”
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Ganesh Chaturthi celebration scales down
Port-of-Spain – Hindus across Trinidad and Tobago began
marking Ganesh Chaturthi last Friday, with the celebration
continuing until September 20.
Traditionally, a clay murti of the Hindu deity Ganesh would
be submerged in the sea and left to dissolve on the final day of
the celebrations. The ritual symbolises returning the deity to
the earth.
However, with beaches closed throughout Trinidad and
Tobago due to the Covid-19 restrictions, Secretary General of
the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha Vijay Maharaj said the ritual
has been modified to accommodate the regulations set by the
government to contain the infection spread.
“On the final day of the celebration, we’re supposed to take…
a murti of a particular one of our manifestations of God, which
is the elephant God, Ganesh. We take him to the sea, we melt
him and put him back to the earth,” he said.
However, due to Covid-19 restrictions seeing rivers and the
beaches closed, a smaller murti is now being used.
“On the compound of the temple, on the last day, we’ll get

a basin and melt the murti in that basin,” Maharaj said. The
smaller murti is around two feet tall.
The SDMS’s modification of this year’s celebrations is one
way religious bodies are adjusting their practices under the current public health regulations.
Though places of worship were allowed to reopen on
September 6, Maharaj said the SDMS chose to start worshipping
in temples last Friday.
Said Maharaj: “We’ll have the same [Covid-19] measure we
had previously... there will be basins outside the temple with
liquid soap; we will be sanitising; there will be thermometers,
and we will stick to the 25 percent limit [congregation] at each
temple. When you come into the temple, you’ll have to keep
your face masks on.”
Maharaj also called on nationals to get vaccinated.
“We’ve been making calls to forget about the anti-vaxxers and
let’s all vaccinate… this has been our clarion call. My spiritual
head has gone on television; he has been in the newspapers, and
in advertisements encouraging people to vaccinate,” he said.

Port-of-Spain – A project to grow temperate crops in an
advanced greenhouse farm at the Cove Industrial Estate in
Tobago is now underway that will see an anticipated annual
production of tens of thousands of pounds of assorted berries
and organic greens.
Leading the project is Berrycove Ltd, a joint venture among
Anthony N Sabga Ltd, Island Growers Caribbean, and Alquimi
Renewables LLC, the Trinidad Guardian reported last week.
It will initially utilise two acres of land, but will be eventually
expanded to 12 acres as production is anticipated to expand
significantly.
“The project will go under construction immediately, and we
are scheduled to have first berries out by late January or early
February” said Ralph Birkhoff, co-founder and chief commercial officer of Island Growers Caribbean. Birkhoff is also lead for
the project as General Manager at Berrycove.
As Trinidad Guardian reported, Birkhoff said Trinidad and
Tobago imports close to 70,000 pounds of strawberries a month,
and with this an accompanying loss of foreign exchange.
Berrycove should easily meet this demand for foreign strawberries, he said. Also, the company will then start producing
larger volumes for frozen, regional export. It will also save on
foreign exchange, he noted.
“And what is very interesting is the frozen berry export.
With 12 acres of land, we can produce hundreds of thousands
of pounds of berries a month. We will freeze them and export
them regionally. Right now, all frozen berries coming into
the Caribbean… is imported from the US, Mexico, or South
America. [Similarly] our fresh berries – 100 percent. We estimate the total regional frozen berry market demand at about 40
to 50 million pounds a year, so it’s a massive market opportunity,” Birkhoff said.
He expected that Berrycove will be able to produce a pound
of organic berries at under [all currency in US] $1.50.
“The fresh berries supply is our first objective. The frozen
berries supply is Phase 2, but we will be moving into Phase 2
within months of Phase 1 going into operation. Now, we may
not do 100 percent of the frozen daily production in Trinidad &
Tobago, because basically it would make sense at some point for
Berrycove to decentralise that model, and perhaps build a large
farm in Jamaica, or elsewhere up the islands so we don’t have to
transport them as far. But for now, we are taking this one step at
a time, and this is the big first step,” he said.

Ralph Birkhoff
According to Birkhoff, Trinidad and Tobago has a large food
import bill, with a major part being fresh produce.
Said Birkhoff: “Our company is very cognisant of that. We
have been working on building Island Growers Caribbean for
three years now, and you know a big part of the problem is that
while local agriculture is quite productive here in Trinidad, and
farmers grow a number of indigenous crops, it boils down to
horticultural science, and the specific types of crops farmers can
and cannot grow in this sub-tropical climate.”
At $6 a pound landed price and 70,000 pounds a month
that works out to over $400,000 in [foreign exchange] spent
monthly, and $5 million a year in strawberries alone, he said.
Birkhoff added that indigenous crops, fruit, and root crops
do very well in this climate; however, Trinidad and Tobago still
has to import a large quantity of fresh produce, especially those
categorised as “cold weather crops”, with berries being a prime
example.
At this time, the only place were strawberries are being
grown in the Caribbean in any significant volume is in the
mountains of Jamaica. The production is around 70,000 pounds
a year, and it is sold mainly to the tourism sector.

Berrycove also plans to grow other crops such as Romaine
lettuce and baby spinach. According to Birkhoff, to do so means
utilising technology that will ensure successful growth of fresh
crops along with it being organic and disease free.
He said Berrycove has developed a proprietory greenhouse and hydroponic technology designed specifically for the
Caribbean. The integrated greenhouse system is 100 percent
hurricane, flood, earthquake, and pestilent resistant, and is
designed to house an advanced hydroponic system that is both
energy and water efficient.
Said Birkhoff, “We’re moving very quickly now. So, the actual
farm infrastructure will be built before the end of the year. We
have to bring the plants in from Europe and the US. They’re
special varieties of strawberries, blueberries, raspberries, and
blackberries, that are what we call season neutral. They grow
very well all year round, and we have to bring in all of those
plants. And that only happens in January. They will be planted
in January, and take about 30 to 40 days before we get to first
harvest.”
He added, “We’re also introducing some diversified greens.
What this technology allows us to do is grow a wide variety
of lettuce, fresh greens, and herbs. We’re going to be growing
microgreens that are extremely popular with chefs and restaurant owners… they’re grown here in relatively small quantities
at the moment. We’re going to be growing them in larger quantities, so we could supply commercial business demand. I wanted
to stress the point that not only is the quality going up considerably, but we’re going to expand the types of fresh produce over
what’s currently available.”
The first phase will be about 42,000 square feet of greenhouse
area. That’s going to be divided among green produce with
various lettuce, watercress, kale, and spinach, with the majority
being berry production.
“It’s basically four large greenhouses. Each one of them is just
over 10,000 square feet. One of those greenhouses will do mixed
berries, the blackberries, blueberries, and raspberries. They
have to be grown in their own environment, and in a different
type of system. In total, we’re going to be doing approximately
45,000 pounds of berries a month, just out of this first phase,
and it is intended for fresh local supply. We are looking at the
potential of exporting some of the fresh berries to places like
Guyana, or the islands close by, but ultimately this farm is going
to grow,” Birkhoff said.

Port-of-Spain – The daughter of murdered Chaguanas businessman Ramnarace Nandoo cried out on Facebook last week,
lamenting the killing of her hard-working father. Said Trish
Ana: “Can anyone tell me why innocent people like my dad are
being murdered?”
Her father was shot and killed as he fought bandits attempting to rob his business place on the night of September 4.
According to the police report, during the attempted robbery, two armed men pointed guns at him and demanded cash.
Nandoo did not heed the robbers, and instead, attempted to
close the door to the business when one of the men shot him in
the mouth. His family looked on helplessly as he bled to death.
Nandoo was a father of three. Following his death, daughter
Trish Ana poured out her grief using her Facebook account.
In the post, Trish Ana described her father as hard-working,
and who put his family first. She also posted photos of her father
with family that were taken the night before he was killed.
“[These photos were taken on] Friday night. The last night
my dad got to spend with my mom right after finishing work.
The night before my dad got shot, which caused my entire life

to fall apart. Can anyone tell me why innocent people like my
dad are being murdered?”
“My dad tried to save us by pushing a door in attempts to
lock it before the ‘robber’ could get in. Now being a person to
always put his family first, and being our protector, was shot
to his face at the immediate second right after trying to push
the door, where he bled to death in front of my family and I,”
she said.
Also, “My father did not deserve this! I am so outraged! So
angry at this place. We’re living in such a disgraceful country
that I am ashamed to be a part of! My father worked so hard
every single day of his life. Worked, worked, and worked to
earn an honest living, and this is what his life came to?”
Additionally, “These people who shot my dad are now out
there living their lives as normal as ever! And my family and I
are now distraught, torn apart, and broken to the point where
we’re lost and don't even know how to function, or move forward with our lives. How could this be considered a norm?
This is not okay!!! How can I get justice for the one person who
cared, loved, and had so much pride in me.”

Ramnarace Nandoo

Vijay Maharaj

‘Berry’ good idea puts down roots in new Tobago plant

Daughter writes Facebook lament on father’s murder
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Commercial failure makes Kaagaz famous
Movie review: Kaagaz Ke Phool
Suresh is captivated by the expressive face he sees from behind
By Dinesh Raheja
the camera, and decides to cast her as the heroine of his film,
agaz Ke Phool is that rare film whose commercial
pointedly titled Devdas.
failure is famous. Its disappointment is known to have
The gradual falling in love between the debutante, and the
dispirited a genius like Guru Dutt.
older married director is softly muted. She hero-worships him
Ironically, it is somehow in conjunction with Guru Dutt’s
and nurses him when he falls ill, while he initially tries to fight
oft-expressed cynical view of worldly fame (Yeh duniya agar
the strong undercurrent of attraction. The line from Waqt ne
mil bhi jaaye toh kya hai? - What is this world to me even if I
kiya (shot in a fascinating interplay of light and shade and
can have it?) that today the film is considered no less than a
subconscious) says it all:
cult classic.
“Jayenge kahan sujhta nahin/Chal pade magar raasta nahin”:
The bare bones of Kagaz Ke Phool’s story are reminiscent of
“Where can we go, no answer can we find/We could begin to
the Hollywood classic A Star Is Born, but the extraordinarily
walk, no avenue would we find”.
sensitive Guru Dutt makes it his own vision with photographic
But when Suresh’s daughter pleads with Shanti to give up
stylisations, his understanding of irony and his profound
her father so that she can reunite her parents, Shanti quietly
sympathy for the human condition.
accedes to her wishes and even retires from acting. Suresh
Of course watching this thickly atmospheric movie does
understands Shanti’s sacrifice, but finds it difficult to withstand
become a rather morose experience. But go beyond the pall
the pain of one more separation.
of gloom and the unevenly developed screenplay (parts are
When he loses his daughter too in a custody case, his life
plain pallid and some sequences exasperatingly self-indulgent), goes into a tailspin. He loses interest in his work, his film
and you find moments of piercing
flops, his finances dwindle, and he
brilliance that give you a glimpse
drowns all his sorrows in drink.
The Movie: Guru Dutt made himself look
into the heart of the artiste.
He is fated to meet Shanti once
convincingly older than his age in Kagaz Ke
Repeatedly running through
again
when the still-in-love-withPhool. Proof: Three years later, and without a
the film like a leitmotif is the
him
actress
pleads with him to
moustache, he looked years younger in Sahib
song Bichhde sabhi baari baari
direct her comeback film. But
Biwi Aur Ghulam.
(Everybody left, one by one),
Suresh stubbornly refuses to accept
Disturbed by the film’s commercial failure
capturing the film’s sense of loss.
what he sees as a favour. The onceGuru Dutt didn’t take his name as a director
Kagaz Ke Phool’s protagonist
felicitated director works instead in
for any of his subsequent films.
Suresh’s (Guru Dutt) first loss is his
a bit role for a pittance, and faces
wife. The film is largely narrated
insults in the studio. Finally, he
The Music: The S.D. Burman-Sahir
in a flashback a la Sahib Biwi Aur
creeps back to an empty set, sits
Ludhianvi team of Pyaasa had created
Ghulam. We are shown that film
on the director's chair, and quietly
history, but the S.D. Burman-Kaifi Azmi
director Suresh’s wife (Veena)
passes away.
combination of Kagaz Ke Phool was also
is estranged, and has taken his
Barely registering his death, the
memorable. It was Kaifi Azmi’s big break in
beloved daughter (Baby Naaz) with
filmmakers clear the set in an ironic
films, and he scored with Dekhi zamane ki
her. Dutt rather unconvincingly
assertion of the glamour world –
spoofs the brown sahibs with his
the show must go on.
yaari and Waqt ne kiya.
‘Dear me’ mother-in-law and ‘My
Kagaz Ke Phool does seem
Click here for songs from Kagaz Ke Phool.
boy’ father-in-law.
unrelenting in its narration of its
Suresh’s brother-in-law Jimmy
protagonist’s tragedies, and later,
(Johnny Walker) is sympathetic towards him. Unfortunately,
in his surly acceptance of the same. One wishes he would take
unlike Johnny’s delightful turns in Dutt’s earlier films like
help to get his life back on the tracks.
Pyaasa (Sar jo tera chakraye) and Mr And Mrs 55 (Jaane kahan
Guru Dutt maintains a heightened emotional fervour and
mera jigar), this time around he is a glaring plot contrivance
tinges his central love story with a heart-breaking air of whatto relieve the rather unrelenting tension. Though he keeps
could-have-been. What is also refreshing is the quiet nature
making his appearance intermittently, his character just does
of their love story. Their line, Hamne hamesha ek doosre ko
not pan out interestingly.
samjha hai conveys the depth of their emotion more than
Expectedly, the film is at its best when dealing with Dutt’s
reams of dialogue.
relationship with Waheeda. Suresh who is a stiff-backed
Guru Dutt and Waheeda act beautifully, deepening our
principled film director (uncompromising like in Pyaasa)
understanding of their characters. With the aid of cameraman
meets Shanti (Waheeda), while both are taking cover from the
V.K. Murthy, Dutt creates some unforgettable images. The two
rain. Poor Shanti doesn’t have a coat (Sardi zukaam muft mein
premieres (one of a successful film, one of a flop) are strikingly
milte hai; garm coat ke liye paise lagte hai) and Suresh gives her contrasted, and the huge empty sets are evocatively lit.
his coat – no strings attached.
And of course, there is the climactic scene where Guru Dutt
This humanitarian tendency in Dutt’s films – even in
is dressed as an extra, but runs away when Waheeda spots him.
Pyaasa he gives away his coat – is for me one of the most
With Ud ja ud ja panchi playing plaintively in the background,
endearing aspects of Dutt’s films. His sympathy for the
Waheeda flees after him, but once outside the studio gates, is
underprivileged (whether it is the extra in Kagaz Ke Phool, the
besieged by autograph-hungry fans.
‘chhoti bahu’ in Sahib Biwi Aur Ghulam or the prostitute in
The scene was wishy-washily recreated in Amitabh
Pyaasa) is at least as palpable as his acute empathy for himself.
Bachchan’s Hum, but it is Kagaz Ke Phool’s soul. Even if it had
Suresh forgets having donated the coat; but Shanti comes to
just this one moment, Kagaz Ke Phool would have deservedly
the studio to return it and blunders into the camera’s vision.
joined the ranks of classics.
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anish Chauhan, an Indian ballet dancer who
won a scholarship to be trained at New York
Ballet School, is the star in a documentary film,
Call Me Dancer, which had its official trailer launch in
Washington, DC on September 8, 2021.
The trailer launch of the documentary film by Leslie
Shampaine and Pip Gilmour, was hosted by Meridian
International Center in Washington, D.C.
According to a press release from organisers, more
than 80 people filled the room to hear Chauhan, the lead
protagonist, reveal his inspirational story about pursuing
the arts professionally despite growing up in the slums.
He was accompanied by director Shampaine and
Executive Producer Jitin Hingorani, as well as moderator/
host Rina Shah.
The conversation was followed by an intimate,
contemporary dance performance by Chauhan,
choreographed by Lucy Bowen McCauley, and
accompanied on tabla by well-known performer Broto
Roy.
Chauhan’s US solo debut, which was due to take place
at the Kennedy Center yesterday, will be added to the
climactic end of the documentary. It is due to be released
in January, 2022.
“Meridian is committed to highlighting the important
ties between the US and India through meaningful
cultural engagements like this Call Me Dancer film
discussion and performance,” Terry Harvey, vice president
for Meridian’s Center for Cultural Diplomacy, said.
Additionally, “We believe dance is a powerful tool
of diplomacy to connect people around the world and
facilitate cross-cultural understanding through cultural
exchange.”
The dance documentary is aiming for a January 2022
film festival world premiere. It is a production of Zee
Entertainment, and a co-production of ARTE.
Shailja Kejriwal, Chief Creative Officer, Special
Projects, Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd, described
the documentary as being about “artistic assertion against
all odds”, and about “pursuing your dreams, even when
reality seems overwhelmingly harsh”.
Renowned singer/songwriter Jay Sean will produce an
original song for Call Me Dancer, in addition to serving as
Executive Producer for the film, the press release noted.
Spoiler alert – the film’s synopsis follows: When a
hip-hop dancer accidentally walks into a ballet class in
Mumbai, his world opens up, and a passion is born. The
tough ballet master recognises his talent, and dares him to
fulfill his dreams of dancing professionally – giving him
the courage to defy family, culture and poverty. The trailer
is available here.

Ballet dancer Manish Chauhan doing a high kick
at the September 8, 2021, launch of the trailer for
the documentary Call Me Dancer, which was held
in Washington, D.C. Jingo Media photo.
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Velvet & quivering, Mahmood set the mood
However, his foray before the arc lights was not successful,
By Karan Bali
is velvet-like gentle, quivering voice made Talat
and though some of his films like Dil-e-Nadan (1953), Waris
Mahmood one of the all-time great playback artistes
(1954), and Sone ki Chidiya (1958) did well enough, with some
of Indian cinema, the ideal choice for soft, lilting,
great songs by him like Zindagi Denewale Sun, Rahi Matwale,
romantic songs, and especially ghazals.
and Pyar Par Bas Toh Nahin, he did not quite make as strong
Born on February 24, 1924 in Lucknow, Mahmood began
an impact as an actor.
his career as a ghazal singer with All India Radio. Hearing his
Some other films that Talat acted in include Dak Babu
unique voice, HMV recorded their first disc with him in 1941.
(1954), Raftar (1955), Diwali Ki Raat (1956), Ek Gaon Ki
He broke through big
Kahani (1957), Malik
time in 1944 with the
(1958), and Lala Rookh
song Tasveer Teri Dil
(1958).
Mera Behela Na Sakegi,
He did make the
which became one
most of songs that were
of the highest selling
given to him outside
non-film discs of all
his acting assignments
time.
in films like Devdas
The song took the
(Mitwa), Dekh Kabira
music industry by
Roya (1957), Humse
storm, and he was then
Aaya Na Gaya and of
invited to Calcutta
course, Mirza Ghalib
where he made three
(1954), where he did
films, Raj Laxmi
full justice to Ghalib’s
(1945), Tum Aur Main
poetry.
(1947), and Sampati
Talat also pioneered
(1949). He also
the trend of going
recorded a number of
outside the country with
Bengali songs under
an extremely successful
the pseudonym Tapan
tour of East Africa in
Kumar, which went
1956, and was among
on to become very
the the first Indian
popular.
singers to perform
In 1949, Talat
at Madison Square
Mahmood went to
Garden, New York, and
Bombay. His big
the Royal Albert Hall,
breakthrough came
London.
with the Dilip KumarHowever, by the time
Kamini Kaushal starter Arzoo (1950), with Anil Biswas
he decided to focus only on singing, Talat found that singers
composing Ae Dil Mujhe Aisi Jagah Le Chal for him. The
like Mohammed Rafi had taken over the industry, and had
song clicked in a big way, and led to Talat being the voice for
even cemented himself as the voice of Dilip Kumar.
Dilip Kumar in several films like Babul (1950), Tarana (1951),
Musical styles too had changed. With the advent of rockSangdil (1952), Daag
and-roll, music was
“If romantic longing of the human heart could be given an
(1952), Footpath (1953),
becoming more and
aural form, it would be Talat Mahmood’s voice. Listen to
Shikasht (1953) and
more about rhythms
some of the softest songs of yearning from Hindi films to
Devdas (1955).
and beats, rather
In fact, Talat’s songs
than melody. It was a
realise how Talat’s voice is a whispering window to pain
like Seene Mein Sulagte
difficult world for Talat
and pine. Poet Shelley’s immortal lines that ‘the pleasure
Hain Arman, Yeh Hawa
Mahmood to fit into.
that is in sorrow is sweeter than the pleasure of pleasure
Yeh Raat Yeh Chandni,
As it is, it was only
itself ’ is an apt summation of Talat Mahmood’s singing.”
Ae Mere Dil Kahin Aur
at director Bimal Roy’s
Deepak Mahaan,The Hindu
Chal, and Sham-e-Gham
insistence that Talat sang
ki Kasam played a big part in helping Dilip Kumar establish
one of his all-time great songs, Jalte Hain Jiske Liye in Sujata
his image of the gentle, tragic lover. So successful was the
(1959); as composer S.D. Burman wanted Rafi for the song.
duo that even Raj Kapoor – Ashiana
Thankfully, Bimal Roy did put his foot
Click here for a playlist selection
(1952), Anhonee (1952); and Dev
down and today, it is impossible to
of some of Talat's best songs
Anand – Patita (1953), Taxi Driver
imagine the song in any other voice
1. Yeh Hawa Yeh Raat Yeh Chandni
(1954)), attempted to ‘sing’ in Talat’s
other than Talat’s.
2. Ae Dil Mujhe Aisi Jagah Le Chal
silken voice, hoping to capture the
Among the last films in which Talat
3. Jalte Hain Jiske Liye
same effect. Jaaye Toh Jaaye Kahan
made a solid impact were Chhaya
4. Tum To Dil Ke Taar Chhed Kar
from Taxi Driver proved particularly
(1961), and Jahan Ara (1964). Chhaya,
5. Dil E Nadan Tujhe Hua Kya Hai
successful, winning S.D. Burman the
in particular, saw Talat score heavily
6. Itna Na Mujhse Tu Pyar Badha
Filmfare Award that year.
with songs like Itna Na Mujhse Tu
7. Husn Walon Ko Na Dil Do
Ironically, Talat’s career in Bombay
Pyar Badha, Ankhon Mein Masti
8. Sham-E-Gham Ki Kasam
might have ended even before it
Sharab Ki, and Aansoo Samajh Ke
9. Meri Yaad Mein Tum Na Ansoo Bahana
started. Not sure whether he would
Kyon Mujhe that showed his magic was
10. Hamse Aaya Na Gaya
succeed, he did not show up for two
still intact.
11. Jisne Dil Ko Ansoo Bakshe
meetings with Anil Biswas over Arzoo.
However, Jahan Ara’s failure, in
12. Duniya Badal Gayi
When the music director ran into the
spite of songs like Phir Wohi Shyam
13. Phir Wohi Sham Wohi Gham
singer inadvertently somewhere, Anil
Wohi Gham, all but brought Talat’s
14. Kaisi Haseen Raat
asked him if he had already become
career to a halt in an industry that
15. Hoke Majboor Mujhe
a star, and was too busy to come for
worships only success. It is said that
16. Pyar Par Bas To Nahin Hai
recordings.
Madan Mohan stood by Talat for
17. Seene Mein Sulagte Hai Armaan
Talat confessed his fear, and his
Jahan Ara and even recorded with
18. Bharde Jholi Allah Naam
experience with various rejections
him at his own expense to convince
19. Tasveer Banata Hoon
faced in Bombay after arriving in the
producer Om Prakash, who relented
20. Mera Jeevan Saathi Bichhad Gaya
city of dreams. Thankfully, Anil gave
after hearing Talat sing.
21. Zindagi Denewale Sun
him another chance.
There was no such support, sadly,
22. Ansoo Samajh Ke Kyon Mujhe
And even then, once Talat began
from Naushad and Manoj Kumar, and
23. Koi Din Gar Zindagni Aur Hai
rehearsing the song, Anil Biswas asked
bowing to pressure, his part of the duet
24. Yeh Ansoo Khushi Ke Ansoo
him to stop, questioning what he had
Kaisi Haseen Raat from Aadmi (1968),
25. Milte Hi Ankhen Dil Hua Diwana
done with the real Talat Mahmood.
to go on Manoj Kumar, was re-dubbed
26. Zara Keh Do Fizaon Se
Talat told him he had removed the
by Mahendra Kapoor, regarded a more
27. Jayein To Jayein Kahan
quiver from his voice as others told
‘saleable’ voice.
28. Lagi Re Yeh Kaisi
him it would not work. Anil told him
From then on Talat more or less
29. Ghir Ghir Aaye Badarwa Kare
it was this very tremor that made his
retired from the Hindi film industry.
30. Sundarta Ke Sabhi Shikari
voice unique. Grateful, Talat reverted
However, he continued to perform live
to his ‘old’ voice and the rest, as the
shows and record non-film songs and
cliché goes, is history.
ghazals right up to the 1980s.
Even as Talat scaled great heights as a singer, he decided
A recipient of the Padma Bhushan, Talat passed away in
to make a go of acting as well, trying to be a singing star.
Bombay on May 9, 1998 from a heart attack.

Departure

H
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Sidharth Shukla

Sidharth’s sudden death shocks many

I

n a career spanning over 15 years, actor Sidharth Shukla
won many hearts with his charming looks, acting prowess,
and strong persona, both on-screen and off-screen.
Unfortunately, the 40-year-old actor embarked on his final
journey on September 2, leaving everyone in a state of grief.
Born on December 12, 1980 in Mumbai, Sidharth, who
held a degree in interior designing, chose to switch gears to the
modelling field, where he clinched the runner-up position in
Gladrags Manhunt and Megamodel Contest in 2004.
The modelling stint was followed by his first appearance in
a music video titled Resham Ka Rumal, which was sung by Ila
Arun. In 2005, he made India proud by winning the World’s
Best Model contest held in Turkey. After winning the title, he
bagged a few advertisements for some leading brands.
Following his successful modelling days, the actor moved to
the TV industry with his first acting role in Babul Ka Aangann
Chootey Na (2008). He later starred in shows such as Jaane
Pehchaane Se… Ye Ajnabbi, and Love U Zindagi, which also
featured Pavitra Punia. He also appeared in an episode of CID,
and a few episodes of Aahat.
However, it was his role as district collector Shivraj Shekhar
in Balika Vadhu that earned him widespread acclaim and
popularity, including several awards and nominations.
His acting skills caught the attention of many leading film
production houses, and he finally landed a role in Karan
Johar’s Dharma Productions’ movie Humpty Sharma Ki
Dulhania, which starred Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan.
Sidharth played the role of Angad Bedi, an NRI doctor and
fiance of Alia’s character. The film earned him an award for
Breakthrough Supporting Performance (Male) in the 2015
Stardust Awards.
Apart from showing off his acting talent in daily soaps,
Sidharth unleashed his adventurous side by participating in the
popular reality show Khatron Ke Khiladi 7, which he also won.
Viewers also got to see dancing skills in Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa
6. However, he was eliminated in the 11th week of the show.
He also had some hosting gigs under his belt, including a few
seasons of the famous reality show India’s Got Talent, alongside
comedian Bharti Singh.
In 2017, he returned as a leading star in TV shows with
Colors’ serial Dil Se Dil Tak, co-starring Rashami Desai and
Jasmin Bhasin. The series was inspired by the Bollywood
movie, Chori Chori Chupke Chupke. However, he left the show
in-between for unknown reasons.
The best phase of his career started in 2020 with the hit
reality show Bigg Boss 13 that amassed him a fan following
like never before. His angry young man avatar, his clashes
with co-contestants including Asim Riaz, Rashami Desai, and
friendship with Shehnaaz Gill, stole the limelight and made
him win the show.
After featuring in Bigg Boss 13, his career got a new boom.
He then treated fans with his appearance in three music videos
back to back: Darshan Rawal’s Bhula Dunga (March 2020),
Neha Kakkar and Yasser Desai’s Dil Ko Karaar Aaya (July
2020), and Tony Kakkar’s Shona Shona (November 2020).
In the same year, Bigg Boss lovers got a chance to see him in
the house again, but as a Toofani Senior alongside Hina Khan
and Gauahar Khan.
Sidharth made his digital debut as Agastya Rao in the
third season of the romance web series Broken But Beautiful,
opposite Sonia Rathee. The actor’s last appearance on-screen
was with Shehnaaz Gill on this year’s Bigg Boss OTT, and
Dance Deewane 3.
Apart from his work, Sidharth was also in the spotlight for
his personal life, especially, for his equation with Shehnaaz
Gill. Reportedly, he had also been linked with many other
actors including Rashami Desai, Arti Singh, and Pavitra Punia.
Sidharth is survived by his mother and two sisters, with
whom the late star shared a special bond. The actor had time
and again expressed his love for his doting mother on social
media.
According to the Times of India, Sidharth passed away after
suffering cardiac arrest.

indocaribbeanworld.com | september 15, 2021

CRICKET

Rampaul cuts in, makes Windies’ T20 World Cup team

S

eam bowler Ravi Rampaul found his length with the West
Indies’ selectors and made the pick for the squad headed
to the T20 World Cup in the United Arab Emirates and
Oman next month. He was a member of the West Indies’ World
Cup-winning teams in 2012 and 2016, and has not played international cricket since 2015.
However, his tournament-leading 17 wickets for the Knight
Riders in the current Caribbean Premier League competition
appears to have convinced the selectors he would help defend
the West Indies title, the Trinidad Express reported last week.
Also, as ESPNcricinfo reported, Rampaul’s selection was the
biggest surprise pick in the squad, although he is currently the
top wicket-taker in the CPL, with 17 strikes in eight matches at
an average of 13 and an economy rate of 7.20. He has also been
effective with his cutters. Earlier in the 2020-21 Super 50 Cup,
he was the second-highest wicket-taker, with 14 strikes in six
matches for Trinidad & Tobago.
Speaking late last week about Rampaul’s pick, lead selector
Roger Harper said: “…Rampaul is a highly experienced bowler
who performed well in the last CG Insurance Super50 Cup and
the current Hero CPL to date. He will boost the team’s wickettaking options in the power-play and the middle phase, and will
provide another option for the death overs.”
The selectors also kept faith with veteran batsman Chris
Gayle, despite his recent record of low scores and injury. However, there was no room in the squad of 15 for all-rounder Jason
Holder, who was named as one of four reserves. Also not making the team, but are in the reserves are Darren Bravo, Sheldon
Cottrell, and Akeal Hosein.
Harper spoke to the composition of the selection, saying,
“There is tremendous T20 experience along with World Cup
winning experience which should stand the team in good stead.
This squad is made up of many world-beating players, who once
knitted into a world-beating team, will be extremely difficult to
beat.”
He added, “I expect the team to do very well, and with the
‘rub of the green’ I think the team has a good chance of defending the title.”

Ravi Rampaul
A notable omission from the team was Sunil Narine, who has
been active in the CPL and the IPL, and was recently part of
the Hundred, ESPNcricinfo reported last week. He has not seen
action for West Indies since 2019, when he indicated to the national selectors that he was “not ready” for international cricket.

However, Trinidad & Tobago’ Newsday later reported that he
was not selected for fitness reasons. Speaking to Narine’s omission, Harper said, “Any team would miss a bowler of that quality, (but) he did not meet our fitness criteria.” He added Narine
failed to pass a yo-yo test, hence his non-selection.
Leg spinner Hayden Walsh Jr is the only specialist spinner
in the squad. He will be assisted by spin-bowling all-rounders
Fabian Allen, and Chase. While left-arm spinner Hosein did not
make the main squad, along with Bravo, is travelling as a reserve.
Bravo suffered a groin injury during St Kitts & Nevis Patriots’
clash against St Lucia Kings on September 4, and has not played
in the CPL since. He came out of T20I retirement in December
2019 to reunite with captain Kieron Pollard in the hunt for another world title.
Tearaway Oshane Thomas also found a place after bowling sharp spells for his new CPL side Barbados Royals. He has
played only two T20Is this year. Thomas hit speeds north of
140kph, and cranked it up when he bowled Chris Gayle with
a 142kph rocket. Obed McCoy lends more variety to the attack
with his left-arm angle and change-ups.
Chase is the top-scorer in the league, with 281 runs in seven
innings at an average of over 70, and strike rate of over 150. In
the past two seasons, he has also fronted up to bowl the tough
overs for the St Lucia franchise.
There was no room for Sherfane Rutherford, or all-rounder
Romario Shepherd.
Full squad
Kieron Pollard (Captain), Nicholas Pooran (Vice captain), Fabian Allen, Dwayne Bravo, Roston Chase, Andre Fletcher, Chris
Gayle, Shimron Hetmyer, Evin Lewis, Obed McCoy, Lendl Simmons, Ravi Rampaul, Andre Russell, Oshane Thomas, Hayden
Walsh Jr.
Reserves
Jason Holder, Akeal Hosein, Sheldon Cottrell, Darren Bravo.

Curve ball as Kennedy makes Irish T20 World Cup trip

I

reland picked uncapped spinner Graham Kennedy in its Merwe] that have been around for ages and ages, and ignite the
18-member squad for the T20 World Cup in the United energy in the group, so we are well aware that is going to be a
Arab Emirates and Oman next month Cricbuzz reported huge game and makes things tougher for us.”
last week. The team is being led by the senior player Andrew
He added, “And Namibia – I’ve watched a lot and seen the
Balbirnie.
improvements there. I know they are working hard. They’ve got
The pick saw the return of leg spinner Gareth Delany, but Albie Morkel helping out. They are in good shape, and they are
there was no room for medium pacer William McClintock, who loading up a few South Africans as well. David Wiese is a serious
recently made his international debut against Zimbabwe.
match-winner. We are aware that every game is a major event for
“I think Gareth Delany coming
us, and we are going to have
back was a big factor. It’s not someto be at our best. and hopething that William McClintock has
fully the lads are up for all of
or has not done that has affected
that.”
the decision,” said Andrew White,
Meanwhile, Cricbuzz also
Chairman of National Men’s Selecreported that fast-bowlers
tors.
Tymal Mills and Chris
He added, “I thought the way he
Woakes have been included
was managed through the South
in England’s 15-man prelimAfrica series, and being involved
inary T20 World Cup squad.
around the squad and the senior
As expected, Ben Stokes was
players was crucial to him in maknot selected; also, there was
ing his debut. He did everything
no place for Joe Root, Engthat was asked of him. But in terms
land's Test captain.
of the balance of the squad, obviMills last played internaously with Gareth Delany coming
tional cricket in February
back in and then making sure we
2016, but has been included
Graham Kennedy
had the necessary spinners at our
on the back of some exceldisposal for the conditions that we’re probably going to face in lent performances for Sussex in the T20 Blast and Southern
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Sharjah. There’s IPL coming up now, so Brave, the inaugural winners of The Hundred. Captain Eoin
we expect the pitches to be spinning ones, and low and slow, so Morgan name checked Mills earlier in the summer as a player
there we had to take that into consideration. Obviously, William who could make a late run for the squad given the skills he ofwas unfortunate to miss out.”
fers. His pace, left-arm angle and ability to bowl at the death saw
Delany returns after having last featured in a T20I for Ire- Mills squeeze out Tom Curran, now named as one of the three
land in March 2020, but brings a level of experience to the Irish travelling reserves.
squad. The board has also accounted for Covid-19 and injuries
Said head coach Chris Silverwood: “Tymal Mills deserves his
by picking Andrew McBrine as a back-up option.
inclusion, and has demonstrated over the past couple of years,
Said head coach Graham Ford: “[McBrine] comes as a back- but particularly this summer that he has all skills to succeed at
up. The way it’s been is that Simi has nailed down a spot. You are this level.”
going in this World Cup campaign, and you have to have cover
He added, “His exceptional pace is a standout, and the way he
for Covid-19 or injuries. It’s a no-brainer: he is an automatic pick has spearheaded Sussex and Southern Brave’s respective attacks
into the 18.”
in the short-form game has shown that he relishes the pressures
Ireland are grouped with Netherlands, Sri Lanka, and Na- of the big stage. He will add variety to our bowling unit, and we
mibia in Round 1, and need to finish as one of the top two sides can’t wait to see him play in a major international tournament.”
to make it to the Super 12s. Ford acknowledged the pressures
Woakes played in the T20I series against Sri Lanka earlier
that come with the task, while assessing two of the oppositions – this summer, his first T20 action for England since November
Netherlands and Namibia.
2015, and did well, conceding 3.28 runs an over across his two
Said Ford: “Netherlands are very competitive. They beat us matches. Even so, his inclusion is somewhat of a surprise given
not long ago in the 50-over series, they had six players who were Morgan’s long-standing faith in Curran. However, Woakes’ abilinvolved in the Hundred. There are guys like Roelof [van der ity to bowl in the Powerplay and in ODI cricket is an asset.
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Jaskaran Malhotra

US’ Malhotra joins elite 6-6 hitters

U

S batsman Jaskaran Malhotra became the ninth man to
hit six sixes in an over in top-level cricket, taking the
honour off Papua New Guinea pace bowler Gaudi Toka
in an ODI in Oman.
Malhotra is the second player to achieve the feat in ODI
cricket after South Africa's Herschelle Gibbs in 2007. The feat
also ensured that Malhotra, whose previous highest score was
18, finished unbeaten on 173, the highest one-day score by a US
batsman.
The previous highest was 95 by Aaron Jones against UAE in
2019.
Malhotra also broke the record for the highest score by a
number five in ODI cricket, eclipsing the 162 by South Africa’s
AB de Villiers against West Indies at the 2015 World Cup.
It is also the third-highest ODI score by a player from one of
the International Cricket Council’s associate nations.
Malhotra’s innings included 16 sixes and four fours, and
helped the US recover from 29-3 to reach 271-9 from their 50
overs, with the next highest score just 22.
He is an India-born wicketkeeper batsman, and made his List
A US debut in 2017 before the US gained ODI status in 2019. He
has since gone on to make six T20 and seven ODI appearances.
The nine big hitters:
1968 - Sir Garfield Sobers (for Nottinghamshire vs Glamorgan)*; 1984 - Ravi Shastri (Bombay vs Baroda)*; 2007
- Herschelle Gibbs (South Africa vs Netherlands, World
Cup); 2007 - Yuvraj Singh (India vs England, T20); 2017
- Ross Whiteley (Worcestershire vs Yorkshire, T20);
2018 - Hazratullah Zazai (Kabul Zwanan vs Balkh Legends, T20); 2020 - Leo Carter (Canterbury vs Northern
Districts, T20); 2021 - Kieron Pollard (West Indies vs Sri
Lanka, T20); 2021 - Jaskaran Malhotra (US vs Papua New
Guinea, ODI).
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Cricket’s future now in doubt in Afghanistan

T

he future of Afghanistan in international cricket is now in doubt following the Taliban's reported opposition
to women playing the sport, ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Last week the fallout with the change of Afghanistan’s government started with Australian
sports minister Richard Colbeck telling ABC
that Afghan athletes would “remain welcome
in Australia, but not under the flag of the Taliban”.
The men’s team was scheduled to play a firstever Test in Australia later this year, but in light
of the latest developments with its Taliban government, it now appears to be in doubt.
The International Cricket Council said it
was monitoring the changing situation in Afghanistan, and was concerned about media reports last week that women will no longer be
allowed to play cricket.
Said an ICC spokesperson: “This, and the
impact it will have on the continued development of the game will be discussed by the ICC
Board at its next meeting.”
Last Wednesday, the deputy head of the Taliban's cultural commission, Ahmadullah Wasiq,
told SBS News that it was not “necessary” for
women to play cricket because “they might face
a situation where their face and body will not
be covered. Islam does not allow women to be
seen like this.”
The executive in the Afghanistan Cricket
Board appear to have been expecting this limiting position by their government.

Dina Barakzai
Earlier last week, the Afghanistan Cricket
Board chief executive Hamid Shinwari admitted to ESPNcricinfo that the women’s game was
“in peril”, while the acting chairman, Azizullah
Fazli, told BBC Pashto that it would be allowed
to continue so long as the players adhered to
Islamic rules.
Fazli also said that they will now train at
exclusive female-only centres, and that Dina
Barakzai would serve as head coach.
As for the men’s team, they are due to take

part in the T20 World Cup in the UAE next
month, but there has been concern about the
Test match they are scheduled to play against
Australia in November.
“It’s an extremely challenging and complex
situation,” Cricket Australia chief executive
Nick Hockley told SEN radio.
He added, “There are so many layers to it,
and it really does transcend cricket. The situation as it stands today, is that Afghanistan are
a full member of the ICC, they’re due to play
in the T20 World Cup, but we’re working very
closely, and having all the right discussions with
the ICC, with the Australian government, and
ultimately, we’ll take our lead from them. We
don’t yet have answers, but we’re in dialogue,
and taking advice from all the relevant organisations.”
Hockley declared: “Absolutely we want to see
cricket for women and girls growing and strong
all around the world. The current situation is
very new, international cricket is working to
understand the implications, but it is something we will continue to watch very closely.”
Hockley also noted the situation was being
“keenly followed and observed”.
He added, “I think here in Australia, we've
been a real driving force in growing cricket for
women and girls.”
Afghanistan is the only Full Member to have
received that status without having an operational women’s team in place. Last year the ACB
announced first contracts for women as they
looked to build a team.

Taliban takes hard line & length on women’s cricket

A

fghanistan’s national
ber three T20 bowler, legwomen’s cricket team,
spinner Rashid Khan, were set
and women playing
to play in the 15-day league,
the game, will be banned from
which was expected to be conplaying sports under the new
tested across the country.
Taliban government, an official
However, with the Taliban
in the hardline Islamist group
seizing control of Afghanistan
said last week.
on August 15, the future of
In reporting an interview
many sporting events remains
with the Australian broaduncertain.
caster SBS, ESPNCricinfo reFirst staged in 2013, the
ported the deputy head of the
ACB had said this year’s ediTaliban’s cultural commission,
tion of the Shpageeza would
Ahmadullah Wasiq, saying
take place, even after the Taliwomen’s sport was considered Afghan women cricketers in solidarity after practice earlier this year ban swept to power. However,
neither appropriate, nor necessary.
pany the announcement of the new cabinet last week an ACB spokesperson said the tour“I don’t think women will be allowed to play sought to allay fears of Afghanistan’s neigh- nament would not be going ahead.
cricket because it is not necessary that women bours and the rest of the world, women – unSaid the spokesperson: “Unfortunately the
should play cricket,” Wasiq said.
like minorities – were not mentioned in its Shpageeza Cricket League has been postponed.
He added, “In cricket, they might face a situ- three pages.
We’d been hoping that it could be staged, but it
ation where their face and body will not be covWhile officials at the Afghanistan Cricket isn’t viable at the moment. The current financial
ered. Islam does not allow women to be seen Board say they have not been informed official- situation in the country makes it impossible for
like this. It is the media era, and there will be ly of the fate of women’s cricket, the ACB’s pro- such an event to go ahead, so the eight franphotos and videos, and then people watch it. gramme for girls has already been suspended.
chises and the Afghan Cricket Board agreed
Islam and the Islamic Emirate [Afghanistan]
Sportswomen, including cricketers, have that it should be postponed to a later date. We
do not allow women to play cricket, or play the been in hiding in Afghanistan since the Tali- are still hoping to stage it at some point in the
kind of sports where they get exposed.”
ban swept to power amid a precipitate US-led future if the financial issues in Afghanistan are
A new Taliban interim government drawn withdrawal of foreign forces last month. Some resolved.”
exclusively from loyalist ranks formally began women have reported threats of violence from
Granted Test status in 2017, Afghanistan are
work last Wednesday, with established hard- Taliban fighters if caught playing.
due to play at this year’s T20 World Cup in the
liners in all key posts and no women – despite
Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s professional T20 United Arab Emirates and Oman, which begins
previous promises to form an inclusive admin- cricket tournament, which was due to start last in October.
istration.
The ACB was hoping the Shpageeza tournaFriday, was postponed earlier in the week, an
The issue of women’s rights is likely to domi- ACB official said.
ment would also double as a warm-up for their
nate how the regime is judged by the internaAccording to a Reuters report, the Shpa- players for that T20 event.
tional community, with the stance on women’s geeza Cricket League was due to feature eight
Last month, the ACB cancelled a threesport and the all-male government being omi- franchises, up from 2020’s six, including hold- match ODI series in Pakistan, citing the situanous warning signs.
tion in Afghanistan, the difficulty in travelling,
ers The Kabul Eagles.
While a policy statement released to accomTop Afghani players, including world num- and player welfare.

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor away on personal leave

W

est Indies Women’s captain Stafanie
Taylor became unavailable for the
five-match Women’s One-Day International series against South Africa Women
now underway, with Cricket West Indies announcing earlier this month that the all-rounder had take a “personal leave of absence”.
Earlier this month, Taylor missed the threematch Twenty20 series after being forced to
isolate having been identified as a primary con-

tact of a positive case Covid-19 case in Jamaica.
Taylor’s absence “gives an opportunity for
players to put up their hand and start to build
on their performances as the team continues to
prepare for the ICC Cricket World Cup qualifiers”, lead women’s selector Anne Browne-John
said earlier this month.
“The T20I series had some creditable performances and some of the young players have
started to come through,” Browne-John added.
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Taylor is a top order batsmen and bowls offspin. She is the team’s most experienced ODI
player with 4,929 runs at an average of nearly
45 and 145 wickets at 21 runs apiece.
In her absence, off-spinner Anisa Mohammad is leading the 13-member unit squad. Allrounder Deandra Dottin is vice-captain.
West Indies Women are currently preparing
for the ICC Women’s World Cup Qualifiers in
Zimbabwe from November 21 to December 5.
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International
Cricket Schedule
(All times local)
Wednesday September 15, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Scotland, 2021 Scotland
vs Zimbabwe, 1st T20I, Grange Cricket
Club, Edinburgh; 9:00 AM 03:00 PM
GMT / 04:00 PM.
Thursday September 16, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922, Oman vs US, 3rd Match, Al Amerat
Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al Amerat;4:30 AM 10:30 AM GMT / 02:30 PM.
Friday September 17, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Scotland, 2021 Scotland vs Zimbabwe, 2nd T20I, Grange
Cricket Club, Edinburgh; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 04:00 PM. ICC Cricket World
Cup League Two 2019-22 US vs Nepal, 4th
Match, Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al Amerat; 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM. New Zealand tour of
Pakistan, 2021 Pakistan vs New Zealand,
1st ODI, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium,
Rawalpindi; 3:00 AM 09:00 AM GMT /
02:00 PM.
Sunday September 19, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Scotland, 2021 Scotland
vs Zimbabwe, 3rd T20I Grange Cricket
Club, Edinburgh; 9:00 AM 03:00 PM
GMT / 04:00 PM. ICC Cricket World Cup
League Two 2019-22 Oman vs Nepal, 5th
Match, Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al Amerat; 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM. New Zealand tour of
Pakistan, 2021 Pakistan vs New Zealand,
2nd ODI, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium,
Rawalpindi 3:00 AM 09:00 AM GMT /
02:00 PM.
Monday September 20, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922 Oman vs US, 6th Match, Al Amerat
Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al Amerat; 4:30 AM 10:30 AM GMT / 02:30 PM
Tuesday September 21, 2021
New Zealand tour of Pakistan, 2021 Pakistan vs New Zealand, 3rd ODI, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi; 3:00 AM
09:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM.
Saturday September 25, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two
2019-22 Papua New Guinea vs Scotland,
1st Match, Al Amerat Cricket Ground
(Ministry Turf 2), Al Amerat; 11:30 PM
(September 24); 05:30 AM GMT / 09:30
AM. New Zealand tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs New Zealand, 1st T20I, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore; 7:00 AM 01:00 PM
GMT / 06:00 PM.
Sunday September 26, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922 Oman vs PNG, 2nd Match Al Amerat
Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 2), Al Amerat, 11:30 PM (September 25); 05:30 AM
GMT / 09:30 AM. New Zealand tour of
Pakistan, 2021 Pakistan vs New Zealand,
2nd T20I, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore; 7:00
AM 01:00 PM GMT / 06:00 PM.
Tuesday September 28, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922 Oman vs Scotland, 3rd Match, Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 2), Al
Amerat; 11:30 PM (September 27) 05:30
AM GMT / 09:30 AM.
Wednesday September 29, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922 Scotland vs Papua New Guinea, 4th
Match, Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al Amerat; 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM. New Zealand tour of
Pakistan, 2021 Pakistan vs New Zealand,
3rd T20I, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore; 7:00
AM 01:00 PM GMT / 06:00 PM.
Friday October 01, 2021
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 201922 Oman vs PNG, 5th Match; Al Amerat
Cricket Ground, Al Amerat; 4:30 AM
10:30 AM GMT / 02:30 PM.
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Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Toronto

For Sale $799,900

SOLD OVER ASKING!
Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious freehold
end-unit townhouse with 3 large bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms. Modern open concept kitchen with eat-in dining
& movable island. Covered balcony great for family BBQs.
Spacious den on ground level with entrance to garage.
Perfect for investors or first time home buyers. Close to all
amenities including places of worship, shopping centres,
steps to TTC, close to major highways: 401,400 & 407.

Brampton

Markham

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

437-235-7599

Vincent Condominiums In Vaughan
Take living to the next
level with Vincent Condos!
They have astonishing
entertainment for
everyone in the family, and
everything to fit your needs.
Vincent is focused around
the Vaughan Metropolitan
Center. Vaughan topped the
905 market with the highest
number of new condo sales
during the first quarter of
2021.
Starting
From Mid -

$400K
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

