CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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T&T Budget
More a ‘takeaway’
than ‘give’ budget

www.omesh.com
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Port-of-Spain – Finance
Minister Colm Imbert on Monday
delivered the smallest national
budget in over a decade, putting
the Trinidad and Tobago economy along a tighter path even
as he opened it up to the private
sector and entrepreneurs. Imbert’s
down-sized re-positioning was an
expected move in the wake of a
projected 13 percent decline in
government revenue from (TT)
$47.7 billion over the past fiscal
year to $41.36 billion in the coming year.
It was a budget where Imbert
sought to give with one hand, but
could not avoid taking back with
the other.
Among his key takeaways was
approval of a $500 million agriculture stimulus package, in addition
to regular budgetary allocations,
with the government promising to
increase the use of digital technology in agriculture, and to focus on
food security due to an unhealthy
food import bill.
Also, over the next ten years,
See Page 19: ‘A budget...’
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Guyana reopens airports
Georgetown – The Guyana governSee Our Editorial on Page 5
ment has indicated the country’s two completed, a date for the reopening for
international airports will reopen to scheduled commercial flights will be
commercial flights on October 12. As announced.”
it now stands, Guyana’s current Covid“We want the airports opened as
19 measures restricting international soon as is practical, ensuring complitravel remain in place until next week ance with the international guidelines
Monday, following which the govern- set out by the Pan American Health
ment is expected to issue
Organisation, WHO,
new directives regarding
and international guidereopening the borders.
lines. We will follow all
According
to
the protocols,” he added.
the reports out of
Edghill also has responGeorgetown, the PPP/
sibility for the aviation
Civic government is
sector.
fine-tuning the logistics
According to reportwith stakeholders that
ing out of Georgetown,
are looking after prepaat least one private sector
ration for on-arrival
laboratory services provirus testing, along with
vider, Eureka Labs, has
other measures associthe capacity to conduct
ated with the recomon-arrival testing, and
Juan Edghill
mencement of internahas expressed readiness
tional, commercial travel.
and availability to assist the government
Last week Minister of Public Works, with the reopening.
Juan Edghill said his government was
Sources in Georgetown also indiin talks with the officials from the cated the CJIA had identified and desGuyana Civil Aviation Authority, the ignated the required floor space for
Cheddi Jagan International Airport, the establishment of a sanitised testing area
Ministry of Health, and the Covid-19 for arriving passengers.
Task Force in fine-tuning the details
Last week Edghill confirmed these
to recommence scheduled commercial plans were in the works, and said the
flights in and out of Guyana’s interna- logistics for payment for the tests were
tional airports.
being finalised.
Said Edghill: “As soon as those are
See Page 10: CAL receives

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sankar, Poon Tip win RBC immigrant awards

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Canadian Immigrant Photos

6640 Finch Ave West

Toronto – Guyanese-born Krishana Sankar and Trinidadborn Bruce Poon Tip are among this year’s winners of the
RBC Top 25 Canadian Immigrant Award. Announced last
month, they were chosen for their inspiring achievements as
Canadian immigrants from a group of community activists,
entrepreneurs, and academics
across Canada.
This is the 12th anniversary of the national awards
program, which celebrates
the inspiring achievements
of Canadian immigrants.
It is presented by Canadian
Immigrant magazine and
sponsored by Royal Bank of
Canada. The inclusion of this
year’s 25 winners means a total
of 300 newcomers to Canada
have been honoured for their
Krishana Sankar
contributions and achievements in Canada.
“What an amazing year for the awards! We’ve had a record
number of votes cast totalling more than 72,000 – which is
a true testament to the important contributions immigrants
make to this great nation of ours, and the need for us all

E

Jamieson

S

Queen St.

West Lodge

W

Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

to celebrate positive stories in these challenging times,” said
Sanjay Agnihotri, Director of Canadian Immigrant magazine.
The program is supported by title sponsor, Royal Bank of
Canada.
Hundreds of nominations were received, from which 75
finalists were shortlisted by a
diverse judging panel of past
winners. The 25 winners were
chosen based on a combination
of nationwide online voting and
judges’ scores.
A resident of Brampton,
Sankar came to Canada from
Guyana as a teenager in 2002,
Canadian Immigrant reported
last month. She recently completed her doctorate at the
University of Toronto, and won
over $100,000 toward her scienBruce Poon Tip
tific research.
“My PhD research entailed combining biology and engineering in order to figure out the next steps in one of the
treatments for Type 1 diabetes, which is islet transplantation,”
she said.
See Page 10: RBC winners

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$1,350,000

$2,149,000
Bayview Village

Grounds for Importance!

Location matters. Bayview Village is one of the most
sought-after areas in Toronto. This sprawling home
is on a premium lot among $5 million homes. Features 5 bdrms, 3 washrooms, den, open concept
living & dining room, family room, spacious rec
room & double car garage. Explore the possibilities.

Here is a big opportunity to own this modern
home in one of Mississauga’s best neighbourhoods. This home is fully modernised with pot
lights, open concept living and dining room,
quartz counter top and backsplash, modern washrooms, and a basement apartment. Smart Buy.

$979,000

$1,050,000

A Rare Toronto Masterpiece

Newly-Built Beauty

Impressive home on ravine lot - aluminum lifetime roof, cobblestone porch, cedar carport,
wraparound LED, sec. cams, sun rm, skylights,
sauna & cust built 52-jet hot tub with 50 LED.
Enjoy stm bath b4 shwr after a tired day, or prep.
meals in chef delight ktcn. Buy this & exp the diff.

$579,900
A Joy to Live In

Exciting condo near Sq One. Impressive opencon. design with 2 bdrms & spac. den that can be
used as home office. This suite features open-con.
lvng & dng rm, with a bar-kitchen design. The
mstr bdrm features walk-in closet & full ensuite.
Enjoy the limelight from open balc. Comes equip.
with locker & covered parking. A Rare Find.

O
LD

Be the first to move into this futuristic home with 4
bedrooms, 4 washrooms, 9’ ceiling, open concept
living and dining room, gourmet kitchen with centre
island, quartz counters and hardwood floors. This is
only one of 20 homes of its kind in the GTA.
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•
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$539,900

$979,900

It’s An Impressive Home

Here is a beautiful home with tiled front porch
and marble rails. Features a double car garage,
enclosed patio, 20 feet ceilings, open concept
design, family room with gas fireplace, modern
kitchen with granite counter, 4 bedrooms and a
finished basement apartment. Clean as a whistle!

$679,900

A Symphony in Every Room

Affordable & Astounding

Spacious end unit suite with 3 bedrooms plus
solarium, open balcony, 2 full washrooms, ensuite
laundry & an open-con. lvng & dng rm. It is fully
reno. with LED pot lights, quartz counters, Maplewood hardwood flrs, Berber carpet in bdrms &
porcelain tiles. Includes stainless steel appliances.

Ftrs 4 bdrms and 3 bths on upper flr. Mn flr ftrs
9’ ceiling, laundry rm, open concept living rm, a
formal dining rm, upgraded gourmet kitchen & a
fam. rm with gas fp. Impressive dbl car garage.
Nature lovers delight with pond across the street.
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DENTISTRY

Food prices eating more into our budgets

By Sylvain Charlebois
Every month, Statistics Canada reminds us that life is getting
more expensive. But for food, the situation has been unique over
the last few decades.
Based on numbers released recently, the price of a typical
grocery basket has increased by about 240 percent since 2000.
Some will think such a percentage is expected, given the
effects of inflation. However, the overall cost for other products
and services in the economy
didn’t increase as much as food
did – far from it.
When we compare the consumer price index with the
food price index over the
last 20 years, we see a rather
marked divide.
Except for in Iqaluit, all
provinces and territories have
seen their consumer price
indices outstripped by the food
price index. In most cases, the
food price index has gained
at least ten points more in 20
years.
The differences are larger in Eastern Canada. In Quebec, the
difference between the two is 23.1 points, and in Nova Scotia,
21.3 points. The place where the food price index exceeded
the general price index the most is in New Brunswick, at 25.8
points.
So over the past 20 years, Canadian households – especially
in Eastern Canada – have had to spend more of their budgets
on food. Especially in the last decade, the gap between the two
indices has widened. For the eastern provinces, the reasons vary
between the lack of regionally-based food processing and the
higher logistical costs of serving some remote markets.
Some may say a sustained rise in food prices may be harmful
to the poorest citizens. Well, yes and no.
North America has been the realm of discounted food for
some time. We’re just coming out of an era in which we’ve been
bent on buying the cheapest food products. For a generation,
food industrialisation has led us to consume both good and
questionable food and we accepted our fate without thinking
much about it.
But things are different now. As affordability remains a priority for the agri-food sector, quality, the provenance of food, and
the ecological footprint that our choices represent bring their
share of complexities and additional costs.
The demanding consumers we have become have plenty of
choices, year-round. With more innovation, quality is also much

better – but there’s certainly a price to pay for that.
As a result, the industry has been catching up to our expectations by managing higher costs and passing some of the
increases onto us. It will only get worse with Covid-19. It’s
simple economics.
But the fact remains that some people are struggling to make
ends meet. Poverty is invisible but it’s there, it surrounds us, and
will become more of a challenge over the next several months.
It’s high time to evaluate the
possibility of a guaranteed
minimum income, for greater
financial equity for all.
Despite higher food inflation, there’s still some good
news for bargain hunters. For
several years, we’ve focused on
discussing the more expensive
food products. It’s just human
nature. But did you know
that there are a few products
priced almost the same as they
were 20 years ago?
According to Statistics
Canada, flour has increased
by 38 percent since 2000. That’s not much. Even better, peanut
butter is about five percent more expensive than in 2000. Of
course, prices will vary depending on the region, the type of
store, and the time of year. But peanut butter has been relatively
cheap for 20 years.
And sugar is dirt cheap in Canada. According to Statistics
Canada, white sugar is almost the same price as it was in 2000,
at $2.40 per two kg. Although there are only three sugar producers in Canada that control the market – Redpath, Lantic, and
Rogers in the West – the price of sugar has barely changed in
the last two decades.
The sugar industry operates mostly behind the scenes and
everything is negotiated privately. Canadian prices are based
on world sugar prices, which are significantly lower than prices
supported by tariffs in the US and Europe.
Canada’s low import tariffs also mean that global competition for refined sugar keeps prices low here compared to the US.
Sugar prices in Canada are on average about 35 percent lower
than US sugar prices.
So food prices are going up, but at least sugar and peanut
butter remain a bargain.

By Jake Fuss & Milagros Palacios
As the pandemic continues to hamper the economy, many
Canadian families struggling to keep up with monthly expenses
including rent or mortgage. However, there’s another major
expense that significantly adds to the financial burden of families. Indeed, the average Canadian family spends more money
on taxes than any other single expense.
To understand the extent
of our tax burden, beyond the
income and payroll deductions
on our paycheques, we must
consider all taxes – both visible
and hidden – we pay throughout
the year to federal, provincial,
and municipal governments
including property taxes, sales
taxes, alcohol taxes, import
taxes, and many more. Together,
these taxes comprise our total
tax bill.
As noted in a new Fraser
Institute study, last year the
average Canadian family (including single Canadians) earned
$91,535 and paid $38,963 in total taxes – that’s 42.6 percent of
our income going to taxes.
To put this in perspective, housing costs (including rent and
mortgage payments) for the average Canadian family totalled
$19,685 or 21.5 percent of its income. Consequently, the average family spends nearly twice the amount on taxes than on
housing.
Moreover, even if we add expenses for food and clothing
on top of housing costs, the average family spent significantly
less on those three basic necessities last year (36.2 percent of its
income) than what it paid in taxes.
Some Canadians, especially younger Canadians, may think it’s
always been this way. But the tax burden has evolved over time.
For instance, in 1961, the earliest year of comparable data, the

average Canadian family spent much less on taxes (33.5 percent)
than on food, clothing and housing combined (56.5 percent).
In fact, since 1961, the average Canadian family’s total tax
bill increased nominally by 2,226 percent, dwarfing increases
in annual housing costs (1,641 percent), clothing (793 percent)
and food (663 percent). Even after accounting for inflation, our
tax bill has still increased 168.5 percent over this period.
So, with 42.6 percent of
income now going to taxes,
Canadian families are right to
wonder whether they get good
value for their tax dollars. Of
course, taxes fund important
government services, but we
shouldn’t simply assume that
higher taxes always provide
better government services.
While it’s ultimately up
to individual Canadians and
their families to decide if
they’re getting the best bang
for their buck, you must know
how much you pay in total taxes to make an informed assessment.
That’s where these calculations help. Essentially, they estimate the cost of government for the average family. Using this
knowledge, Canadians can then determine whether or not
they’re getting good value in return.
When Canadians understand the true cost of government,
they are better equipped to hold government accountable for
how it spends our tax dollars. As it stands today, the total tax
bill is the largest single expense for the average family, eating up
more income than housing, food and clothing combined.

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Dr Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food analytics
lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie
University.

Canadian family spending more $$ on taxes
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Jake Fuss is an economist with the Fraser Institute and Milagros
Palacios is the Associate Director, Addington Centre for
Measurement, Fraser Institute.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Taste of Imdad
A Fundraising Event
In Aid of the Completion
of the Imdadul Annex

DRIVE THROUGH AND PICK UP DINNER AT:
IMDADUL ISLAMIC CENTRE
26 LEPAGE COURT
DOWNSVIEW, ON M3J 1Z9
(Keele Street - South of Finch)

Date: SATURDAY OCTOBER 17
From 4 P.M. TO 6 P.M.

$20.

00
TICKETS ARE ONLY
FOR A SUMPTUOUS DINNER

PLEASE
CALL
NOW
TO
RESERVE
YOUR TICKETS

HAJI ZAFRULLAH
647-290- 3371
BR ROY
416-723-1954
THE CENTRE
416-636-0044

Our community is growing – We are creating more space .
The Annex will help to deliver many new programs,
and connect our Youths to the Masjid .
www.imdadulcentre.com

Experienced Family and Real Estate Lawyer s

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

IMMIGRATION LAW

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
4

Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Editorial

Be careful abroad

W

ord is there are many of us in our Caribbean
community in the GTA patiently awaiting the
further lifting of travel restrictions, which were
imposed by regional governments after the deadly Covid-19 virus escalated into an all-out pandemic in March.
A number of these nations with lock-down bans on
travelling has since reopened airports, and since then, we
have been seeing movement from the GTA back to homeland countries as Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla,
Grenada, and Barbados. However, a few airports are still
tightly shut, such as in St Kitts and Nevis, Monserrat, Guadeloupe, Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago.
There is no doubt 2020 has been a difficult year; that we
are living in what is being described as “the new normal”,
which is a lifestyle that has been severely curtailed by isolation, physical distancing, the cautionary wearing of facemasks, and rigorous hand-sanitising.
It has also been severely difficult for many of us here
abroad who are keeping alive the ties that bind us to our
homelands: with close family members, life-long friendships, and investments that require onsite visits for renewal, monitoring, and maintenance throughout the year.
So, it was with relief the news was received last week
that the government of Guyana plans to lift its airport
lockdown, most likely on October 12. While the news was
met with relief in the GTA, and elsewhere in the diaspora,
the response was notably accompanied with a realistic mix
of concern and anxiety.
The anxiety is a good sign. It means the messaging for
precautions and prevention has been received that Covid-19 is a dire and continuing visitation; that with its
pandemic reach, to become infected, whether at home or
abroad, could lead to suffering and death.
Consequently, we take this opportunity to issue the
reminder, particularly to members of our Guyanese community lining up to venture back to the homeland, to do
so with a healthy mix of trepidation and preparation. To
forget that we are now living in precarious and perilous
times could lead to significant hardships.
For those planning trips to homelands in the weeks
and months ahead, we recommend a visit to the Canadian
government’s website for travellers, with particular attention paid to its advisories. The main site is found at https://
travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories; for Guyana, https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/guyana; and for Trinidad and Tobago, https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/trinidad-and-tobago.
According to the Canadian government’s latest information, strict travel restrictions remain in place abroad;
and that once we arrive there, the availability of options for
international transportation remains limited.
Notably, the government is also warning that once
abroad, we could encounter difficulty returning to Canada. As it notes, “While some countries are partially opening their borders, we continue to advise against non-essential travel outside of Canada”.
Also, “The governments of those destinations that have
opened their borders to tourists could impose strict travel
restrictions suddenly, should they experience an increase
in cases of Covid-19. International transportation options
could be reduced significantly, making it difficult for you
to return to Canada. There are no plans to offer additional
repatriation flights. Should you decide to travel despite our
advisories, know that you might have to remain abroad
longer than you expected.”
Canada’s government also warns that to travel abroad
could lead to difficulties obtaining essential products and
services; also, there could be sudden and strict movement
restrictions; and episodes of quarantining at designated
facilities could mean you covering its cost. The warning
is also issued that your insurance may not cover travel
or medical expenses; and the Canadian government may
have limited capacity to offer consular services.
Earlier this week, Canada had 171,000 cases, with 9,530
deaths; Guyana, 3,188 cases and 90 deaths; and Trinidad
and Tobago, 4,766 cases, with 81 deaths.
Please be careful when travelling abroad.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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Payara or not?

hat a hectic time we’re in; a flurry of world activity provides material to fill a column daily, making
the choice of two each month really difficult. The
discovery of oil and the loss of half its population have given
Guyana the opportunity for greatness. Having waited for five
months to shake off a corrupt and regressive
political hegemony, citizens had prayed that the
PPP/Civic government would retreat from their
past, and choose new methods and new ethics to
build the just society that has eluded the country
for 70 years, since the rise of party politics.
Indeed, Guyanese politicians have fostered racism, factionalism, corruption, nepotism, and personal entitlement to an
extent that shocks those old enough to remember the honest
and selfless era before this. Some say that the last three generations have become too immersed in the immoral values of
their times, deprived of opportunities to experience tolerance,
cooperation, equal access to the country’s social and economic
resources, justice, and security under law.
Instead, what little they saw of these virtues were rewards
for devotion to the ruling entity, thus cementing divisions and
nurturing blind partisanship, stoked by partisan media defending race, party, and ‘ism’, with little feeling for the general good.
Thus society is constantly in factions that pull asunder, rather
than together, and set the stage for crafty third forces to attach to
one or the other, as the winds blow, and seize the plums.
The culture of cronyism and corruption is hard to eradicate,
and marks many failed states. Guyana seems determined to
remain one, a little wealthier than yesterday perhaps, but a failed
State, nevertheless.
How competent is the novice Natural Resource Minister
Vickram Bharrat? One had hoped that in the months of reflection provided by APNU+AFC, Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo
might have heeded the sage advice given him on resource
management, specifically the review of oil revenues and creation of a resource pool for savings and development finance.
Exxon has controlled funds unilaterally from the start, blinding APNU+AFC Minister Raphael Trotman with a few shiny
pennies, which Jagdeo told the Guyana public that he would
renegotiate to near, if not, at world standards.
Instead his party approved Payara, despite cautions and
warnings by the few oil-savvy Guyanese, and disregarding the
public who supported them in that long wait; with what reward?
A new set of “politicoafs”— if I could coin a word — has taken

over!
The least one expected was full environmental control at the
drill sites, especially the treatment of gas and water, returning
them to their beds, until such time as the gas can be exploited
for Guyana’s needs, although for Exxon, mollifying investors
comes first.
Harnessing gas would provide a relatively
Mohan
cheap source of electricity for industrial and
Ragbeer domestic use, and might well be the main benefit
of the industry to the average Guyanese citizen.
The Payara agreement seems to require neither
flaring of gas, nor release of toxic water into the ocean. How can
naïve Guyanese monitor this?
Exxon has lost, or perhaps broke-even, on Liza-1 by their
own unaudited accounting, with high personnel and supplies
cost, all provided by Exxon under another hat. Payara is likely
to bring sizeable profit, as suggested in an analysis given me by
a Guyanese oil industrialist in Texas.
Meanwhile in the US, after a dreadful show of intemperance
and bad manners in debating Joe Biden last Tuesday, President
Donald Trump rallied in four States, met later with supporters
at a lawn party at the White House for Amy Barrett, Supreme
Court Justice nominee — all no-mask, and free-mixing.
On October 1, Trump, his wife Melania, personal assistant
Hope Hicks, and several attendees reported testing positive for
Covid-19. Trump required admission to Walter Reed Hospital,
Bethesda, Maryland, on October 2.
He received “a single dose of an experimental drug
Regeneron’s polyclonal antibody cocktail”; dexamethasone;
analgesics; Remdesivir, an antiviral; Trump has declared himself
better and remained in hospital until Oct 5. Biden and wife Jill
have tested negative so far.
Biden and most opponents have wished Trump well, though
it is doubtful that in the same circumstances [Trump] would
have been so gracious, as grace is not one of his virtues. His
public statements on Biden so far have been quite disgraceful,
and public pronouncements on Covid-19 been paternalistic,
and in denial, while the incidence of cases has risen inexorably.
His attitude since February has been dismissive and scornful. Fatalists would say the virus is retaliating: a case of poetic
justice!
Or is Trump cleverly faking the illness to gain sympathy and/
or time, even postponement of the elections, as film-maker
Michael Moore has suggested?

Visit to Woolworths brings a big life lesson

M

y first visit to a Woolworths back home as a young
boy has remained memorable since then for a number
of reasons. Now for the one, or perhaps two, readers
who have no idea what kind of ovine, wool-worthy creature
Woolworth’s was back in the day, today it remains a major
department and grocery store in down-under
parts of the world.
Now in my youthful time, a visit to Woolworths
Romeo
meant what was at eye-level for me was knee-high
Kaseram
for adults. So while my parents were reaching way up into the more nutritious, overhead
canopy, happily grazing on the goodies in the
upper shelves, I had to make do with merely foraging among
low hanging, unpalatable fruit.
If there are ten commandments that we are asked to live by,
then my mother’s eternal instructions at Woolworths was an
early introduction to what later was known in our household as
the 11th, namely, “Thou shalt not spend”.
Today, one of the more memorable takeaways from that early
visit to Woolworths is still hearing her dire warning that I better
behave myself. It was accompanied with a considerable tapping
rhythm of a pointed forefinger on my forehead, with a mix of
wide-eyed menace and uncontestable inexorability: “You could
only touch; let me warn you, Mister-man: I not buying! No matter how hard you bawl!”
And so I was left to forage on my own at ground level, disconsolate, and unable to appeal to a higher pair of pants, since
the old man did not return my pleading gaze when the 11th
commandment was summarily invoked.
It was strategic abandonment, leaving me to wander in
realms of uninteresting, lower shelves, the loftier parental plan
hoping to keep me from becoming entangled by the unhealthy
materialist desires that darkly inhabit our distracting world.
It was quickly apparent that whatever the goods being displayed on the lower shelves, there was nothing worth bawling
and fussing over. To put it mildly, Woolworths back in the day
was a far cry from the extensive, temptation-laden real estate
floor space that used to be our modern-day Toys ’R Us stores.
There was absolutely no joy exploring a forest of chopsticks,
bamboo skewers, and tooth-picks log-jammed into wicker
baskets on an entire shelving unit. Neither was I interested in
a flock of feather dusters. Feathers tightly tied with wire to a
dried-out, thin bamboo pole, and stuffed into more wicker
baskets malevolent with sharp, broken canes like a nest of por-

cupines, were for me nothing more than a useless tool for boring
chores. Nothing to see here; move along now.
But wait, those were feathers, so brilliant with colours, and
worthy of being re-purposed! Now here was an eyeful for a
dreamy young boy. Feathers could be used to build a pair of
wings. Now here was something worth pouring
out a river for, right into the middle of the aisle,
with towels at hand to dry a streaming face. To
acquire these feathers was surely a hill to cry on.
It was such that at my tender age, I was already
developing a thirst for books, and alongside my
gainful acquisition of reading, germination of
my imagination. Already, I had read, and re-read, the story of
a Greek father and his son, who had collected the feathers of
seagulls while imprisoned in a tower. Together they built two
pairs of wings, and when it was ready, they had flapped, flapped
straight up, up, and away, and freed themselves from imprisonment.
The compelling thing in that story was the young boy, who
ignoring a too-mild parental warning, had fallen to his doom.
Instead of being attentive to his father’s warning, he still soared
into the sun, which melted the wax holding the feathers in place.
The centre did not hold, things fell apart, and the young man
plunged to his death into the ocean below.
Now here was a father, who despite his engineering prowess,
had not the slightest idea how to summon new commandments
out of thin air and target it like an arrow for proper child-rearing. Such reinforcement, perhaps with an accompanying prod
and pokes from an insistent, instructive forefinger, a widening
of intimidating eyes, and lips tense with determination, would
have made the difference between life and death for this boy.
It was quite a revelation on the floor at Woolworths, despite
my tender age. Without being able to articulate it then, I understood that the story I had read, and the picture of a boy falling
out of the sky, had additional meaning outside its frame, and
beyond the covers of the book.
That had this boy’s father been less an engineer, and a more
creative, assertive interventionist like my indomitable mother,
he would have invoked a 12th commandment on the fly, so to
speak. Had he done this, and said forcibly to his son, who was
surely as impatient as boys are nowadays on the top of a hill with
a new bicycle, “Thou shalt not soar”.
Had he done so, I am certain both father and son would have
landed safely that day.
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PPP/C govt’s Payara contract approval a sad event for the people of Guyana
Dear Editor,
There seems to be some confusion around
what was actually approved with Payara [last
week], or what it means.
Simply, the approval of the Payara project
(or development), which is the third project
in the Stabroek Block, is [neither] an oil agreement, nor an improvement of an oil agreement,
and does not improve the share of oil Guyana
will receive from its own oil reservoirs.
[Guyana] will still be losing about (US) $55
billion, compared to what other countries typically get for this oil.
The widely-criticised and unfair Production
Sharing Contract or Agreement, which is between Guyana and ExxonMobil, is for the
Stabroek Block.
This is the oil agreement. This was signed
by the PPP/Civic in 1999, and then renegoti-

ated and signed again by the
Coalition in 2016 (without
any material improvements
for Guyana).
The Stabroek Block covers a huge area of Guyana’s
offshore territory, which
stretches from close to
Venezuela to close to
Suriname. You may recall
the size of this oil block, or
lease area, was criticised for Payara signing: (l-r) Anand Gohil – Executive, CNOOC
being far too large (being Petroleum Guyana Limited; Alistair Routledge –
comprised of 600 units President of Esso Exploration and Production Guyana
instead of the legal require- Limited; Vickram Bharrat, Minister of Natural Resources
and Timothy Christian – Director and Vice President of
ment of 60 units).
The unfair oil contract Hess Guyana Exploration - DPI (Guyana) Photo.
covers all of the Stabroek Block, and Payara is project covers a relatively small area within the
a project within the Stabroek Block. The Payara block, as will all the other projects within the
block (each covering an area not dissimilar to
the footprint of Georgetown).
What the PPP/Civic government did recentVenezuela is an experienced and large play- ly was to “approve” the third project, Payara,
er in the oil industry, and what we are seeing in the Stabroek Block. This approval allows
today says clearly that Guyana is far from pre- ExxonMobil to start constructing the offshore
pared to effectively run this industry without facilities and start drilling the production wells
problems in the future. For this very reason for the Payara project. This approval comsafeguards have to be put in place beyond what prised two main parts. The approval of the
is being considered as standard today, against Field Development Plan and the approval of
poor performance and mismanagement of the the Environmental Impact Assessment for the
Payara project.
Oil & Gas industry.
You may recall the [APNU+AFC coalition]
A study of third party companies from
approved
two previous projects in the Stabroek
around the world that manage this industry
should be reviewed, and a compilation of best Block, the Liza-1 project in 2017, and the Lizapractices developed for incorporation into the 2 project in 2019. There will likely be more
industry’s production and management agree- projects to develop other oil reservoirs in the
Stabroek Block.
ments.
Talk of oil contracts or agreements concerns
This is proving to be extremely vital for the
profitable, safe, and environmentally friendly the Stabroek Block. And the need for a fair deal
for Guyana concerns the need for a renegotiadevelopment of the Oil & Gas industry.
tion of the contract for the Stabroek Block.
Jamil Changlee via email.
The recent approval of the Payara project
by the PPP, without even trying to renegoti-

Best practices for oil, sugar industries
Dear Editor,
The recent reported dire condition of the
Venezuelan Oil & Gas industry is worrisome
for Guyana. The lack of upkeep that has led
to gas and oil leaks presents similarities to our
sugar industry.
Due to the shutdown of their industry
because of the embargo, much of the infrastructure has deteriorated and leaks are becoming more evident. These leaks and spills run
into the tens of thousands of barrels.
Similarly GuySuCo is now faced with extensive rebuilding due to the closure and neglect
of sugar estates. If the struggles with the sugar
industry are any indication of things to come,
then we should brace ourselves for the worse as
the oil industry develops. It has already started
on the wrong foot with the excessive amounts
of gas being burned into the atmosphere.

Well done SVN students, teachers
Dear Editor,
Once again, Saraswati Vidya Niketan excels:
100 percent passes in English Language, 95
percent passes in Mathematics, 95 percent
matriculation, 96 percent passes Grades 1-3.
That has always been the case, and expectations have not been disappointed.
While controversy rages over this year’s
CXC results with some city schools registering
strong protests over the grades awarded their
students, students of Saraswati Vidya Niketan
(SVN), popularly known as “the Swami
school”, at Cornelia Ida, West Coast Demerara,
continue to generate outstanding results.
Of the 61 students who wrote the CSEC
examinations, 15 of them achieved ten Grade
Ones and more with four of them getting
17 Grade Ones and two Grade Twos each.
This year, their best student was Ms Atishta
Seenarine, who copped 17 Grade Ones and
two Grade Twos with 13 distinctions. Atishta,
who will be 17 years old on January 31, 2021,
hails from Ocean View, West Coast Demerara.
The school registered 96.60 percent overall
pass rate, Grades 1 to 3, and a matriculation
rate of 95.08 percent. Of the 58 students who
matriculated, that is, passed with English and
Mathematics, 56 did so with ten subjects and
more. Forty of these 58 students are females.
In the two key subject areas, English Language
and Mathematics, students’ performance continues to improve. There was 100 percent passes in English Language with over 90 percent
in Grades Ones and Twos alone. Mathematics
results increased from 91.86 percent to 95.08
percent with 86 percent passes in Grades Ones
and Twos.
In all, there were 100 percent passes in 11
subject areas including Agricultural Science
with 84 percent passes in Grades Ones and
Twos, Biology which registered 88 percent
grade ones, EDPM with 100 percent grade
ones (a feat now for three consecutive years),
HSB with 93 percent grade ones, Information
Technology with 75 percent Grade Ones,

Integrated Science with 88 percent in Grades
Ones and Twos, Office Administration with 79
percent Grade Ones, Physics with 70 percent
Grade Ones and Twos, Principles of Business
with 94 percent in Grades Ones and Twos,
and Social Studies with 85 percent Grades
Ones and Twos. All the remaining nine subjects recorded over 90 percent passes with the
exception of Spanish in which students secured
81 percent passes.
SVN has an open admission policy regardless of NGSA scores, and in this current class
of 2020 are a number of students even without
any NGSA scores. The average NGSA score for
this present batch is 471, with 360 being the
lowest, and 526 the highest. One of the great
achievements of SVN is its ability to motivate
and its commitment to work with students
with the lowest NGSA scores, and enable them
to do well at the exams. That by itself is an
incredible achievement.
This year, Chris Dundas and his sister
Cristol of St Cuthbert’s Mission, with 360 and
384 NGSA marks respectively, matriculated
with 14 and 13 subjects respectively, with Chris
scoring a Grade 3 in Applied Mathematics.
Similarly, Said Jeffers (NGSA 401), Nishida
Persaud (NGSA 419), and Devikie Singh
(NGSA 421) matriculated with 8, 13, and 14
subjects respectively. Of the students who had
no NGSA scores, Ziphena Bailey and Shivani
Ramautar matriculated with ten and 14 subjects respectively.
We salute the students of the class of 2020
and wish them well in whatever field of studies
they wish to pursue.
We also commend the teachers for their
devotion and commitment to ensuring the
excellent overall performance for which SVN
has built a strong reputation.
Finally, we thank the founder and principal,
Swami Aksharananda for his leadership and
guidance.
Ramesh Gampat & Somdat Mahabir via
email.
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Hera Nandlal

ate the contract for the Stabroek Block, and
thereby without even trying to clawback some
of the (US) $55 billion Guyana is forfeiting to
ExxonMobil, is a very sad event for the people
of Guyana.
Any concessions the PPP/Civic claim
they “negotiated” or fixed for Payara, such as
regards some environmental requirements, are
frankly mundane items, which should have
been imposed on ExxonMobil anyway. And
these “concessions” are immaterial compared
to the real prize for Guyana, which is a renegotiation of the contract for the Stabroek Block.
Guyana was, and still is, in a very strong
position with respect to ExxonMobil, and the
PPP/Civic had a golden opportunity to force
ExxonMobil to renegotiate the contract for
the Stabroek Block by withholding approval of
the Payara project. But instead the PPP/Civic
political elites decided to continue forfeiting
(US) $55 billion that belong to Guyana, and
which other countries usually keep for their
own people.
The PPP/Civic and [APNU+AFC coalition] political elites do not care about national
development, nor about improving the lives
of Guyanese. They never cared. Why else did
we remain a failed nation for the last 50 years,
when we could easily have been the equivalent
of a Singapore, a very prosperous nation.
And why? Why this complete dereliction of
duty by our politicians? Why are they happy
to give away our oil wealth for a fraction of
its worth, and happy to let the people remain
poor?
It is because all these political elites and
their friends in the private sector will become
filthy rich, even as the people remain poor.
And it is because the people of Guyana do not
hold their politicians to account, and keep voting for parasitic governments that exploit their
own people?
Jan Mangal via email
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Ask Jay...

Domestic violence concern in Guyana
Dear Editor,
Policy; to record all reports of domestic vioAt Help & Shelter one of our greatest con- lence; to investigate, arrest and charge those
cerns is the increasing level of domestic vio- responsible for it; and to enforce the wearing
lence taking place all over Guyana, and the of face masks and social distancing.
death and injury and psychological and emoWe also call on the minister of education to
tional trauma being suffered by women, chil- put in place measures for the protection of all
dren, and families. We have noted the continu- schoolchildren from all forms of child abuse,
ing trend of femicides. For too many women and in particular sexual abuse and exploitation,
home is not a place of safety and security, but utilising ongoing virtual educational platforms,
a dangerous and violent, psychologically trau- educational television channels and flyers for
matising environment.
those children unable to access online or TV
Children are often
programmes, identiboth direct and indifying and explaining
rect victims of domesform/types of abuse,
Dear Editor,
tic violence. When
and how and who to
Here is how we can decrease
they witness it, they
report to directly.
domestic violence in Trinidad and
experience the same
Direct reporting
Tobago:
kind of trauma as if
is essential as chil• Keep trying prevention programmes,
they were hit, beaten,
dren confined to the
scale up the most promising ones,
or verbally and psychohome are at risk and
and study how well they work;
logically abused. Wellneed urgent protec• Make penalties for domestic violence
established research
tion from abusive famconsistent and firm;
has shown that adults
ily members, relatives,
• Increase funding for support
who were exposed to
or friends who have
services;
frequent domestic vioaccess and perpetuate
• Change the way courts handle cases
lence as children have
violence against chilinvolving domestic violence;
shorter life spans, are
dren.
• Help women to be economically
more prone to suffer
Consumption of
independent;
from ill-health, tend
alcohol reduces inhi• Women stay in destructive
to be less successful
bitions, making those
relationships because they will be
in life, are more prone
with abusive and viohomeless, with their children, if they
to abuse alcohol and
lent tendencies more
leave; or cannot support themselves
drugs, and have less
violent and unconand their children;
successful intimate
trollable, and as such
• Domestic violence kills, and is
partner relationships.
contributes to intimate
detrimental to children;
Domestic violence
partner violence, sexu• If there is domestic violence and
cripples the entire
al abuse of girl and boy
the children see or hear it, that is
structure of family life
children and teens. We
detrimental;
as its victims live in
therefore call on the
• Batterers should have no rights to
constant fear of when
authorities to ensure
the children;
the next violent epistrict adherence to
• One in four women will experience
sode will occur. Mental
the laws regarding the
domestic violence during her
health issues are often
sale of alcohol, includlifetime;
entwined with domesing the ban on the sale
• Victims of domestic violence need
tic violence as depresof alcohol to minors
assistance and deserve justice.
sion and anxiety are
and to ensure that all
A.V. Rampersad via email
too often a daily expeCovid-19 measures
rience.
for restriction of rum
All of us must take an active part in the shops, bars are duly enforced. Fines and chargprevention of domestic violence and protec- es for any such breaches must be enforced.
tion and support for victims/survivors. We can
We call upon all agencies, including the
individually and collectively reduce if not stop GPF, to ensure that all children are afforded
this violation of human rights.
protection from all forms of physical, sexual,
Help & Shelter calls on the Guyana Police psychological abuse and neglect as required by
Force as a key agency in domestic violence the Protection of Children Act.
prevention and victim/survivor protection, to
In partnership with other NGOs, CSOs,
continue to respond immediately to all reports and state agencies, Help & Shelter continues
of domestic violence; and to use their pow- its work towards the elimination of all forms
ers under the Domestic Violence Act to enter of violence, particularly domestic and sexual
without a warrant any house where they sus- violence, and child abuse.
pect abuse is taking place to protect and secure
Danuta Radzik, Josephine Whitehead,
the lives of those being abused.
Colin Marks, Linda Hustler-Gray, Help &
Also, to follow the Force’s Domestic Violence Shelter via email

Here are fixes for T&T

T&T needs to focus on sad reality

Dear Editor,
I remember my first visit to a crime scene as
a journalist: police officers, the medical officer;
relatives crying.
For days visions of the corpse and the surreal atmosphere haunted me. I thought I would
never get over my first crime scene. Later, I
visited several others. Eventually, the “awe of
the moment” was gone. I was going through
the motions. Get a story and leave.
Today, that feeling remains: the murder
of someone in Trinidad and Tobago is just
another post to social media; a “filler story” in
traditional media. I am not saying it is anyone’s
fault, it simply seems like murder has become a
norm, when it should not.
There was a time when murder was a huge
story in the newspapers and headline news on
television. We hardly see that now, unless it is
a “mass shooting”, or something in the movies.
From where I sit, there seems to be a numbness when it comes to crime. I am not the only
one who feels that way. I have heard people say,

“A next one”, and the conversation moves on.
Discussion on dealing with crime continues,
and we hear the same rhetoric: “We are doing
all that we can do deal with the murder rate.”
I looked at the comments relating to the
brutal murder of the 25-year-old woman in
Penal last week. Many were shocked, including
myself. But this is not the first time a domestic
dispute has led to a woman being killed. To
date, there have been at least ten domesticrelated killings.
Only for that day, and maybe the next, do we
hear people talk about the need for more protection for those in relations where domestic
violence may occur.
We hear people talk about how there is need
for change; for our systems to be fixed. But
after a couple days the conversation stops until
another incident occurs. That is the harsh and
sad reality that we live in. Even when it affects
us mentally or emotionally, it does not last for
us to make an effort to demand change.
Rishi Kenneth Harrynanan via e-mail
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Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Seller Remorse Resulted in $850,000 Losses

D

uring December 2016, the real estate market was on a decline. A seller
sold her home for $800,000 with a closing date of six months later – June
2017. The market picked up and by June that year, the value climbed to
$900,000. The seller refused to close the transaction claiming that she undersold her property. The buyer filed a law suit.
The buyer, a realtor who had disclosed his profession as required, sold his
previous home in January 2017 in order to buy the other home. The home he
bought was ideal for his family. It has a den on the main floor to cater for the
buyer’s grandparents who cannot climb stairs. There are three full washrooms
on the upper floor to accommodate the buyer’s growing family. The home is located within walking distance to schools. It has parking spaces for six vehicles,
catering to the buyer needs.
The entire case became a tangled mess when the seller sued her realtor for
misrepresentation and collusion. She alleged that her realtor colluded with the
other realtor who bought the home for himself. She insisted that her realtor
deliberately undersold the property to help his friend, a fellow realtor. The seller
also claimed that she was pressured into the transaction, and that her realtor
never explained the contract to her. She declared that she was uneducated and
relied on her realtor’s judgement.
During discovery, the evidence revealed that the home was on the market for
over 25 days before it was sold. There were 15 showings and two low-ball offers
during that time. A third offer was negotiated back and forth until both parties
arrived at a happy medium. June 2017 was a blockbuster month for real estate
with massive price growth. The seller felt that if she refused to close, she could
gain from the increase in value. The court encouraged all parties to settle. At
the settlement hearing, the buyer offered to settle for $50,000 plus court fees
and the sale would be cancelled. The realtor agreed to forfeit his commission if
the seller agreed with the buyer’s offer. The seller refused to settle and the case
went to the Supreme Court.
At the hearing, the buyer asked for specific performance. Specific performance is when the injured party, in this case the buyer, does not want money
as a settlement. He wanted exactly what was in the contract – to buy the home
at the purchase price that was agreed to. The seller argued that specific performance was not warranted since the buyer bought another suitable home in August that year and that the value had gone up substantially as well, and as such,
the buyer did not lose from the price escalation. If there were to be any financial
damages awarded, then, it should be minimal, and will be monetary.
Since June 2017, the value of the home went up to $1,400,000. The buyer
asked that if specific performance was not granted, then damages should be the
difference between the original purchase price and the price growth plus legal
cost. The seller countered by offering to return the buyer’s deposit of $10,000,
and all parties would cover their own legal fees. The buyer refused.
Court proceedings lasted for a full week. The buyer got specific performance.
In her closing, the Judge remarked that based on the evidence provided, the
seller’s realtor did not misrepresent or collude with the other agent. It was simply a case of seller’s remorse.
The court appointed an attorney to close the transaction on behalf of the
seller at the original sale price of $800,000. The seller was responsible for both
side’s legal fees and court cost which amounted to well over $250,000. It’s an
expensive lesson for the seller. Had she closed the transaction and bought another home in June 2017, that property would have appreciated in value. Now
her loss is substantial: around $850,000. This is a big win for the buyer. When he
signed the purchase-and-sale contract, he provided a deposit of $10,000. Three
years later he enjoyed a price acceleration of $600,000. The seller on the other
hand, suffered a terrible financial blow. It would be difficult to re-enter the real
estate market.
There are many lessons to be learnt. First, be absolutely certain about your
intention. A real estate contract cannot be broken unless all parties agree. Next,
understand what you are signing. If you are not certain, ask for legal advice.
Always ask for a copy of the contract you sign. This way it cannot be tampered
with. If you need to get out of a contract, build bridges, not walls. It’s best to
tackle the problem as soon as possible. Sometimes, we must give up the cheese
to get out of the trap.

Jay Brijpaul
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Will public servants’ wages become the next hot issue?

I

n an environment fraught with opposition-led intent to disrupt the administration of the new PPP/Civic government,
Guyanese public servants could very well find reason to
become another disruptive force in the country.
That’s because public servants did not get a salary increase
in 2020, although they were promised a
50 percent increase by the PPP/Civic in its
election manifesto, and during campaigning
leading up to the country’s March 2 General
Elections.
However, the government has not waylaid
the possibility of salary increases. According
to Public Works Minister, Juan Edghill, who
has been designated to oversee the finance
sector, public servants will be considered for salary increases in
subsequent budgets.
Whether this statement will prove to be reassuring to the
Guyana Public Service Union is doubtful.
In anticipating potential negative reactions from public
servants, Edghill is reported in the local press saying, “In this
Covid-19 environment and in this economy we have right now,
we will do all the reviews and an announcement will be made…
so if you [the Opposition] are looking to tell the public servants
that there is nothing in the budget for them, then you will fall.”
The delay by the government in announcing salary increases could also be based on other technical considerations.
Recently, Minister of Public Service, Sonia Parag, noted that a
Commission of Inquiry into the Public Service under the previous administration recommended redesigning the compensation system to assist in attracting qualified and suitable persons
to the public service, and implementing a well-constructed and
managed base pay programme to ensure competitiveness and
fairness in pay among positions. Implementation of these recommendations is long overdue.
Regardless, the GPSU already appears intent on creating dissent by supporting strike action by health care workers, which
according to the Attorney General, Anil Nandlall, is illegal.
Nandlall has advised the GPSU that the government would not
negotiate under duress, and warned that frontline health workers could face sanctions, including criminal charges and the
termination of their work contracts, if they continue to engage
in what he maintained were illegal ongoing protests.
But so far, the GPSU appears ready for a face-off with the
government – which could later result in support from public
servants who are its members – should tensions escalate. It
must be noted that the GPSU and its membership have historically been more aligned to the current opposition party, APNU,
which may provide impetus for disruptive action.

The underlying truth is that public servants’ wages in Guyana
have always been a contentious issue. They have enjoyed aboveaverage wage increases over the past 15 years, putting them in a
privileged position over non-government workers.
Last year they received a steep salary increase, equivalent to
almost four times the annual inflation rate,
maintaining a trend of oversized increases
during the period, 2015-2019, when the
APNU+AFC coalition was in power. Then,
Dwarka
the coalition showered public servants with
Lakhan
salary increases and bonuses, as well as
other benefits – highlighting their privileged
status.
According to former President David
Granger: “Public Servants have received annual increases
in their wages and salaries consistently since 2015. Personal
allowances have increased significantly, the income-tax rate
has been reduced and the tax
on employees’ contributions
to NIS was removed over the
last four years. Special attention was given, also, to certain
categories of workers such as
teachers, sweeper-cleaners,
and engineers, among others.
Increases in salaries and wages
have made a positive impact
on the performance of public
servants themselves, on their
households and on the national economy as a whole.”
A review of salary increases show that in 2015, the minimum
basic salary of public servants was increased to (Guy) $50,000,
a 26.4 percent increase for those earning the 2013 minimum
wage of $39,540 and a 17.1 percent increase for public servants
earning the 2014 minimum wage of $42,703. All other public
servants also received a five percent salary increase plus an
additional $5,000 monthly.
Public servants, who were at the time earning less than
$500,000 monthly, received a one-off tax-free bonus of $50,000;
those with salaries of more than $50,000 received a five percent
salary increase, while those earning $50,000 or less received an
eight percent increase.
In December 2016, public servants earning less than $500,000
per month received a tax-free bonus of $25,000, while those
earning $99,000 or less benefitted from a ten percent increase;
those earning between $100,000 and $299,000 received a six
percent increase; while those earning between $300,000 and

By Dhanpaul Narine
n 1766, the physician and scientist, Edward Bancroft,
found himself in the Orinoco. He marveled at the minerals in the area and said that the native Indians had little
interest in them. Bancroft’s findings were widely circulated in
America, and reached Congress through Benjamin Franklin.
Gold was discovered in the Essequibo
region in 1850, sufficient enough to attract
a British settlement there. There was also
talk of oil. Many people believe that the
veins of the oil are in Venezuela, but
the nest is in Guyana. The Venezuelan
archive is replete with maps, drawings, and
pictures that attest to riches in Guyana.
Gold, diamonds, lumber, fishing, fertile
lands for agriculture, and the lush scenic
beauty, comprise Guyana’s Amazonia, and
Venezuela wants them all.
Venezuela is a thorn in the side of
Guyana. It has little regard for treaties,
protocols, or agreements. The US has been
a common factor in Venezuela’s recent history. In 1895, President Grover Cleveland
agreed to arbitrate the border dispute
between Great Britain and Venezuela.
Cheddi
Cleveland invoked the Monroe Doctrine
that nearly led to war with Britain. But there was arbitration,
and in 1899, all sides agreed that the decision was full, fair,
and final. The Venezuelans, however, kept pressing to reopen
dialogue on the border. Guyana’s Premier, Dr Cheddi Jagan,
refused their request in 1962. Was it a mistake to agree to talks
with Venezuela that led to the Geneva Agreement?
As we await the International Court of Justice ruling on the
border, it has taken another American, no less than the Secretary
of State, to intervene and bat for Guyana. Mike Pompeo’s visit
to South America was motivated by commercial and diplomatic

concerns. He made no secret that the people of Venezuela need
freedom. The economy of Venezuela has collapsed, inflation is
off the charts, and over four million Venezuelans have migrated
to other countries, including Guyana. The US would like to see
the back of President Nicholas Maduro and the installation of
Juan Guaido as President. Pompeo hoped that with his visit,
Maduro would be further isolated.
As far as Guyana is concerned, Pompeo
stated that his visit was to congratulate the
people of Guyana for holding democratic
elections and having a smooth transition of
power. He wanted to discuss the economic
opportunities that democracy offers, but
Venezuela was not far from his mind.
Pompeo said, “the United States want the
people of Venezuela to have democracy as
well, a free and fair election and the respect
for human rights”. He added: “People are
fleeing from Venezuela to other countries.
We want that to change and for the people
of Venezuela to have the same opportunities, as the people of Guyana.”
The US has pledged to help Guyana in
its Covid-19 response, to help build the
economy, and to protect the territorial
Jagan
integrity of Guyana. In addition, the US
will work with a number of countries in the region to reduce
trafficking in arms and narcotics, as part of the Shiprider
Agreement. In terms of business, Pompeo said that part of his
job is to help the private sector understand the markets.
However, he wants to ensure that the business is fair and
transparent, and that the competition follows the rules. “We
don’t apply political pressure that are connected to our enterprises. We hire locally, respect the environment, and abide by
the law,” Pompeo said. He singled out China as a country in
which the “political and the military are deeply intertwined”.

$799,000 received a smaller increase.
In 2017, the minimum wage was increased to $60,000. Public
servants earning between $55,555 and $99,999 received an
increase of eight percent; those earning between $100,000 and
$299,999 received a six percent increase; those earning between
$300,000 and $499,999 a five percent increase, with smaller
increases for those on a higher scale.
In 2018, while no bonus was paid, the government approved
increases for all public servants ranging from 0.5 per cent to 7
percent from $60,000 to $64,000. Public servants who earned
up to $100,000 received a seven percent increase while public
servants that earned salaries between $100,000 and $299,999
received a 6.5 percent increase, with a with smaller increases for
those with higher salaries.
To put minimum public service salaries in perspective, it
is prudent to look at historical increases in salaries. Between
2004 and 2019, the annual growth in wages averaged 7.5 percent, compared to an average
increase in the Consumer Price
Inflation index of 4.2 percent.
Evidently, wages have increased
faster than the inflation rate.
(See Chart: “Public Sector Wage
Growth Significantly Outpaces
Inflation”.)
Up until the early 2000s,
the above-average increases
in minimum public servants
wages stem from claims by
their union that the value of
their wages was eroded by
hyperinflation, averaging over 100percent under the former
PNC administration. Now that the inflation rate has fallen significantly, wages have kept rising much faster.
The underlying truth is that public service wages have historically been a contentious political issue, with conditions remaining the same today. Moreover, public servants have become
accustomed to getting annual salary increases. Therefore, not
getting an increase in 2020 raises the stakes for industrial action,
aided by a union and opposition forces seeking a reason to create mayhem.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Pompeo’s visit makes Guyana into a strategic partner

I

8

Irfaan Ali with Mike Pompeo during his recent visit
After a decade of construction, the Chinese are still to deliver
a new airport terminal in Guyana. The costs have ballooned
into billions and President Ali has refused to accept the current
project.
Elections in Guyana are a time of national calamity. Can the
US assist with reforms? Pompeo promised to stand with Guyana
and to help with electoral reforms, citing America’s strong tradition for holding transparent elections, and the quick declaration
of results. President Irfaan Ali stated that Guyana is grateful to
the US, and particularly to Pompeo, for the role that was played
in the smooth transition of power in Guyana. He sees the US as
a “steadfast partner that would strengthen and stimulate investment in Guyana”.
President Ali affirmed the importance of democracy in the
hemisphere, including that of Venezuela. He called for cooperation
See Page 9: Pompeo’s visit

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 7, 2020

GUYANA

Pompeo’s visit to Guyana historic
press for free and fair elections in Venezuela,
From Page 8
in the areas of shared technology, Covid-19, as the US explores investment opportunities
the lessening of restrictions on catfish, and in Guyana. The US is also aware of China’s
support for territorial rights. He wanted to expansionism in the Caribbean. A high-profile
leverage the talents and skills in the diaspora to visit by the US Secretary of State may intend to
the advantage of Guyana. Pompeo also wanted send a message that the Caribbean is still the
closer ties with Guyana. He said that the US is “backyard” of the US. But Caricom, and others,
ready to be a partner with Guyana. He pledged could do well to point out that a geo-political
power play comes with con(US) $5 million to help with
ditions. It cannot be business
the Venezuelan refugees in
as usual.
Guyana.
Where
do
we
go
Two important developfrom here? Dr Bertrand
ments have occurred since
Ramcharan, a distinguished
Pompeo’s visit to Guyana.
Guyanese scholar, and a forThe US Ambassador to
mer UN High Commissioner
Guyana, Sarah Ann Lynch,
for Human Rights, and a
said that the high-level visit
Chancellor of the University
was not “a one-time event”,
of Guyana, sees Pompeo’s
and that the US is serivisit to Guyana as historic,
ous about partnering with
and an opportunity for both
Guyana. The other developcountries to advance the valment concerns the role of
ues of human dignity and
the diaspora. President Ali
democracy.
said in his augural address
According
to
Dr
that he values the diaspora.
Ramcharan, “As Guyana navA government release stated
Irfaan Ali
igates its journey into greatthat, “the government has
reintegrated diaspora and re-integration mat- ness, harmonising the human dignity of its difters into the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ferent peoples into one people, one nation, and
one destiny, it must enhance its international
International Cooperation”.
The diaspora has long been recognised as cooperation, especially with the Great Powers,
an important cog in the wheel of national with the United Nations, and with regional
development, but no coherent policy has been partners. Seen from this perspective, the visit
adumbrated to include it in national planning. of the United States Secretary of State is an hisThe diaspora has to be treated as an extension toric occasion. Guyana and the USA are both,
of Guyana, and not separate from it. There are in their essence, idealistic nations, believing in
numerous examples where inclusion has hap- human dignity, democracy, the rule of law, and
pened with much success, including Jamaica, respect for fundamental human rights. Both
countries can cooperate to advance these valIsrael, India, and Mexico, among others.
Pompeo’s visit has made it clear that the US ues on the regional and world stages. It would
sees Guyana as a strategic partner. One can be important to build stronger ties in the afterexpect Guyana to join voices with others to math of the visit.”

9

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits
BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 7, 2020

GUYANA

CAL receives take-off clearance for Georgetown-Houston flights

From Page 1
Edghill said the government was in a holding pattern as it
awaited indications from airlines on acceptance and agreement,
since the cost will have to be borne by incoming passengers for
on-the-spot Covid-19 testing.
“[The] modus operandi of the collecting of the payments
[will] have to be worked out,” he said.
Last week Eureka labs said that testing results will be available “in a matter of hours”,
and discussions were ongoing to determine where tested passengers would wait for
their results.
Edghill said both the
CJIA and Eugene F Correia
International Airport are
open to facilitate repatriation flights, outgoing flights,
cargo flights, medical evacuation flights, technical stops
for fuel, and special authorised flights.
He also noted the government was “aggressively”
working on recommencing commercial flight operations at the
two international airports in the shortest possible time. He gave
the assurance that measures would be in place to safely reopen,
and that the continuous evaluation of public health remains
paramount for the government.
Edghill said several air operators, among them Eastern
Airlines, Caribbean Airlines, Trans Guyana Airways, Roraima
Airways, and ExxonMobil flights, are permitted to operate
special authorised and repatriation flights. These air operators
are allowed to process passengers desirous of coming to Guyana
once they satisfy the necessary health, safety, and aviation regulatory requirements, he said.
According to Edghill, since both airports were closed in
March it has processed over 5,300 passengers on 63 flights that
arrived from Canada, US, the UK, and other Caribbean countries. In the next month, the government is anticipating another
2,000 passengers arriving at CJIA, and 350 at the Eugene F
Correia airport.
Meanwhile, last week it was announced that Caribbean
Airlines has received clearance for take-off to operate direct

flights from the George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Houston
(IAH) to Guyana. The approval of new exceptions was made
under Title 49 (Transportation) of the US Code in response to
two separate applications by CAL.
Based on information received, approval was also granted
to CAL to fly into San Juan, Puerto Rico, as part of an Eastern

Caribbean milk-run.
The US Department of Transportation has given the approval
for CAL to engage in scheduled and chartered foreign air transportation of persons, property, and mail from Port-of-Spain via
the intermediate point of Guyana to IAH, and between POS and
IAH with a point beyond to Georgetown.

RBC winners cite resilience, determination for success
From Page 1
Sankar credits resilience as a pillar for getting her to where she
is today.
“Where my peers were moving ahead, I was feeling like I was
being penalised for coming from a different country. Being able
to pick myself up, with the support of family and close friends,
has been a mainstay in my journey,” she said.
Today, she shares the lesson gained from her resilience by
giving back and inspiring others via various volunteer work,
which includes being the founder of GradWriteSlack, a global
academic writing and mental health support group.
“Sixty percent of active users have defended and completed
their dissertation, so that’s been extremely exciting,” she told
Canadian Immigrant.
Sankar noted how important it is, especially as a newcomer
to Canada, to seek out such help. Also, that good communication is always key, advising: “Boldly speak out about your goals!”
Her long-term goal is to continue with diabetes-related
research. Meanwhile, her focus now is on the pandemic, with
her attention fixed on combining her medical and communications skills for Covid-19 Resources Canada, a grassroots organisation that is helping those involved in research and development on dealing with the coronavirus.
“I’m in charge of the internal and external communications
that goes out to our different stakeholders. I also contribute to
the daily and overall functioning of the initiative, and I’m team
lead of community programming into inclusively dispelling
misinformation around Covid-19,” she said.
Another winner, Trinidad-born Bruce Poon Tip, is the
founder of G Adventures. Located in Toronto, Poon Tip told
Canadian Immigrant G Adventures is the world’s largest small
group adventure travel company, and a pioneer of community
tourism. His family came to Canada for the opportunities, he
said.
“When your parents sacrifice everything to give you the gift

of ‘opportunity’, you have a natural chip on your shoulder to
make sure that they know you made the most of the opportunities they sacrificed for. It gives you an unnatural drive and
determination,” Poon Tip said.
He credits a philosophy of determination that is driving him
as an entrepreneur. Using this inherent determination, which
he describes as a natural fifth gear, Poon Tip has established
offices in 20 countries, which makes it a global company, with
2,500 employees.
While the Covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected the travel
industry, Poon Tip said he remains focused on the opportunities ahead.
“Since we’ve gone through the hard part of making tough
decisions to right-size our business and prepare for a hibernation period for travel, there is great opportunity on the other
side for us,” he said.
He added: “Last year, I bought four large travel marketleading brands in the UK, so we’ll continue to be aggressive,
and you’ll see quite a bit of stuff from us over the next year and
18 months.”
Among his many awards was being honoured in 2018 as one
of Canada’s Most Admired CEOs. Also a philanthropist, Poon
Tip is committed to his Planeterra Foundation.
“We do community development work and have over 100
community projects around the world to lift people out of poverty, using tourism as that vehicle,” he said.
This year, in honour of the RBC Top 25 winners, RBC
donated $50,000 to Windmill Microlending, a charity that
helps internationally-trained newcomers pay for the Canadian
credentials they need. The donation will specifically support
re-accreditation of 50 internationally-trained immigrants in the
healthcare profession who are helping on the frontlines in the
fight against Covid-19.
The awards program is supported by the Toronto Star, Metro,
Omni, City TV, and Sing Tao.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Wanted

Full Time
Butcher/Meat Cutter
Experience no barrier
Will train if necessary
Call 416-746-1592

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO October 20, 2020
LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

$1339 Lge Tin

GUYANA GOLD RICE

Low Price
While Quantities Last

FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

CHAMPION CHOW MEIN

$749 lb

3/$499

(Weekly from Guyana)

FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

WHOLE FROZEN
MUTTON LEG

FROZEN JUMBO CRABS

$499 lb

Low Price

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

WEST INDIAN QUEEN

CARDBOARD BARRELS

INDI CURRY POWDER

$2099 case

$1500 each

$929 800 grms

CREAM SODA or LEMONADE

$899 Lge bag
GILBACKER STEAKS

GUYANA HASSAR

$899 lb

$299 lb

DEMERARA GOLD
SUGAR

$299 lb

$999 7lb Jar

FISHES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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0

%^ APR
PURCHASE
FINANCING

UP TO

72

MO.

ON SELECT NEW 2020 FORD SUVs

+

ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS GET A

1,000 BONUS

$

TRADE-IN

*

ON ALL NEW 2020 ESCAPE MODELS

FIND OUT MORE AT FORDTO.CA
VEHICLE(S) MAY BE SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT. DEALER MAY SELL OR LEASE FOR LESS. LIMITED TIME OFFERS. OFFERS ONLY VALID AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS. RETAIL OFFERS MAY BE CANCELLED OR CHANGED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE. SEE YOUR FORD DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS OR CALL THE FORD CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP CENTRE AT 1-800-565-3673. FOR FACTORY
ORDERS, A CUSTOMER MAY EITHER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ELIGIBLE RAINCHECKABLE FORD RETAIL CUSTOMER PROMOTIONAL INCENTIVES/OFFERS AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF VEHICLE FACTORY ORDER OR TIME OF VEHICLE DELIVERY, BUT NOT BOTH OR COMBINATIONS THEREOF. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY CPA/GPC OR DAILY RENTAL INCENTIVES, THE COMMERCIAL UPFIT
PROGRAM OR THE COMMERCIAL FLEET INCENTIVE PROGRAM (CFIP).^ UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2020, RECEIVE 0% APR PURCHASE FINANCING ON NEW 2020: EDGE TITANIUM, EXPLORER PLATINUM, AND F-350 SUPER DUTY LARIAT WITH GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS, OR 2020: ECOSPORT SE, ESCAPE TITANIUM, RANGER LARIAT, AND F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW LARIAT 502A WITH
2.7L GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS TO QUALIFIED RETAIL CUSTOMERS, ON APPROVED CREDIT (OAC) FROM FORD CREDIT CANADA COMPANY. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR THE LOWEST INTEREST RATE. EXAMPLE: $57,939 PURCHASE FINANCED AT 0% APR FOR 60/72 MONTHS, MONTHLY PAYMENT IS $965.65/$804.71, COST OF BORROWING IS $0 (RDPRM REGISTRATION AND
RELATED FEES UP TO $52 IN QUEBEC) AND TOTAL TO BE REPAID IS $57,939 (UP TO $57,991 IN QUEBEC). NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF CREDIT BY FORD CREDIT. NOTE THE AMOUNT USED HEREIN IS ONLY AN EXAMPLE AND NOT THE ACTUAL SALE PRICE OF A VEHICLE. TAXES PAYABLE ON FULL AMOUNT OF PURCHASE PRICE. ALL PURCHASE FINANCE OFFERS
INCLUDE FREIGHT AND AIR TAX CHARGES BUT EXCLUDE OPTIONS, GREEN LEVY (IF APPLICABLE, AND EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), LICENSE, FUEL FILL CHARGE, INSURANCE, DEALER PDI (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), PPSA (NOT APPLICABLE IN QUEBEC), RDPRM REGISTRATION AND RELATED FEES UP TO $52 (ONLY IN QUEBEC), ADMINISTRATION FEES (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), AND TAXES. ALL PRICES ARE BASED
ON MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE.* PROGRAM IN EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2020 (THE “PROGRAM PERIOD”). TO QUALIFY, CUSTOMER MUST, DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD, TRADE IN THEIR VEHICLE THROUGH A FORD DEALERSHIP BY TURNING IN A 2016 MODEL YEAR OR OLDER VEHICLE, WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY REGISTERED/PLATED OR INSURED
FOR THE LAST 3 MONTHS (THE “CRITERIA”). ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS WILL RECEIVE $1,000 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: ESCAPE (EXCLUDING S), FUSION OR ECOSPORT; $1,500 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: MUSTANG (EXCLUDING SHELBYTM GT350/500 MUSTANG), EDGE, EXPLORER, RANGER, TRANSIT (EXCLUDING STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS), OR TRANSIT CONNECT; $2,500 TOWARDS A NEW
2020: EXPEDITION, F-150 (EXCLUDING F-150 RAPTOR, F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW XL WITH DIESEL ENGINE), OR F-250 TO F-550 (EACH AN “ELIGIBLE VEHICLE”). BRONCO, BRONCO SPORT, E-SERIES, FORD GT, ALL STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS, AND F-650 TO F-750 ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THIS OFFER. TAXES PAYABLE AFTER INCENTIVE AMOUNT IS DEDUCTED. TO QUALIFY: (I)
CUSTOMER MUST, AT THE TIME OF THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE, DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEALER / PROVIDE THE DEALER WITH SUFFICIENT PROOF OF CRITERIA AND A SIGNED ORIGINAL OWNERSHIP TRANSFERRING HIS/HER VEHICLE TO THE AUTHORIZED DEALER; AND (II) THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE MUST BE PURCHASED, LEASED, OR FACTORY ORDERED DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD. LIMIT ONE
(1) INCENTIVE PER ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER PRIVATE/TARGETED OFFERS. ©2020 FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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On Liberty Avenue dreams are made and broken
By Dhanpaul Narine
see, you does get what you does get!”
t is said that in 1970, you could walk ten
You walk on Liberty Avenue, trying to mind your
blocks on Liberty Avenue and would be
business, but you don’t know who you will bump into.
lucky to find one Indian. Today, if you walk
Recently, a gentleman, nattily dressed in his white shirt
one block you could find over one hundred
and sunglasses, was crossing at 123rd Street. He turned
Indians! Why is that? The answer is that Liberty
out to be Gordon Greenidge, the former explosive
Avenue has come to shape the aspirations of
opening Test batsman for West Indies.
the immigrant. It is the Avenue where dreams
After the formalities it was time to get to the
are made and broken, where the immigrant is
point. What is wrong with West Indies cricket? There
torn between staying and leaving, where the ‘A’
was silence. Gordon probably did not hear so it was
train is symbolic of the journey to a better life,
repeated. He paused, cleared his throat, and asked in
and where the changing seasons bring their own
that beautiful Bajan accent, “How much time do we
sense of belonging and escape. Each day, the
have?”
train makes its way to the last stop at Lefferts
The answer was clear. It would take volumes to
Boulevard and Liberty Avenue.
figure out what was not right about cricket in the West
The taxi service is busy there, with mostly
Indies. But we did manage to get from Gordon that
drivers from the Indo-Caribbean community.
those in power in cricket do not listen to the concerns
For one Guyanese taxi driver, business was bad.
of the players. In other words, there is a breakdown in
He would stand in the rain and snow and no one
communication. But they have been saying this for the
would enter his taxi. Then one day, he had an
last 25 years.
idea. He had to do something different. As soon
The West Indies are not winning and seem to be at
as the crowd grew, he began shouting ‘Kittya loss on how to turn things around. The grounds are
Campbellville, Kitty-Campbellville!’ Nostalgia
empty for Test matches. Remember those days when
worked! His taxi was never empty again.
you used to line up at Bourda, at four in the morning
The bus stops at 133 Street and Liberty
to see Rohan Kanhai and Garry Sobers bat? Those days
Avenue. The lady exits and runs to the roti shop
are gone.
for shelter from the rain. In no time she starts a
You know West Indies are scraping the barrel when
conversation with one of the shoppers. She has
the ambition of young players is to get into the team to
this friend who has a daughter. The problem
play T20 cricket. A contract with the IPL sets them up
is that the daughter was involved in a business
for life, and a CPL contract isn’t bad either. In fact, Test
wedding. She was supposed to divorce the man
cricket are sometimes played simultaneously with T20’s
in a few weeks. But now he is refusing. He wants
in the West Indies. Guess where the best players could
to stay married. She has someone else and was
be found?
in the marriage only for the money. What advice Look who is on Liberty Avenue! West Indies great, Gordon Greenidge,
In September 2020, the campaign was in full
can one possibly give? She wants to cut out, he
swing
to fill in the Census forms. The Census is done
talking cricket with Dr Dhanpaul Narine, on Liberty Avenue, in NY
wants to stay in, and there are others like them.
once every ten years, and monies are allocated for
The attorneys on Liberty are refusing this one!
services based on numbers. There has been an undercount in
If you are in a food place, the conversation would eventually
Queens for the last 30 years due to fear of immigration and
turn to food. There are many eateries on Liberty Avenue, and
a reluctance by people to fill the forms. In 1990, about 5,000
they are doing a fine job. The food is delicious, but some of
Indo-Caribbeans checked their nationality as “Alaskan and
these places are really sub-standard. If an inspector walks into
Native Indian”. This sent alarm bells in Washington. They sent
these so-called gourmet restaurants they will get a C or D.
officials to find out what 5,000 native Indians were doing in
The grade C means that your food may have a few roaches
Richmond Hill, in Queens, only to find out that they were
running around or some rat droppings, and D is left to your
mostly Guyanese and Trinidadians! So, we waited for another
imagination.
ten years to see if the Census would get it right.
When it comes to the quality of food that is served you
In 2000, it appeared that they really didn’t care much. They
have to be careful. Food that is sitting in those trays for hours
kept talking from the script: everyone should fill the forms and
has that unmistakable yellowish thin sheen of wear over it.
be counted. But Richmond Hill wasn’t. It was time to employ
Isn’t it odd that as soon as you enter the spoon comes out to
another strategy. We sought a meeting with the Field Director:
turn it over to fresh? If only life was like that. Here is another
“Please include ‘Indo-Caribbean’ in the list”, we said. The
question: Why do they put so much salt in the food? One
man listened and replied, “If I did, we would have to include
top eatery on Liberty serves a wide assortment of vegetables
about 100 nationalities from Europe, and that does not include
that look great, but the salt content is so high that you end up
Africa. It’s too confusing.” We could not understand the logic.
drinking water all day. You complain, but no one listens.
Then came 2010. Maybe, things would change. By this
A man for all seasons literally can be found walking on the
time, a good number of persons from the Indo-Caribbean
Avenue. Who hasn’t seen the youngish bushy haired giver of
community were working in the Census, and they even had a
flyers? This man is dressed only in black and is barefoot even
float in the Phagwah Parade, on Liberty Avenue. Surely, this
in the snow. He walks the entire Liberty Avenue handing out
time they would create a category for Indo-Caribbeans. We
flyers. He has been doing this for over 20 years.
have tried for the past 20 years, someone pointed out. The
“There are three things people do not want,” he said. “These
word from the Census was that people should write in ‘Indoare flyers in their mailboxes, flyers stuck to their cars, and
Caribbean’ where it said ‘Other.’ So, we were officially ‘Other.’
flyers pasted outside their business.”
Many people did not understand what had to be done and left
At 127th Street, there is a modern marvel and it is
the space blank, or just didn’t bother to fill up the forms at all.
surprising that it has not been publicised before. The New
Some were also afraid that Immigration would knock on their
Masjid Al Abidin or Liberty Mosque in under construction.
doors.
The project was expected to be completed in the summer of
In the meantime, there was overcrowding in the schools,
2016, but there was a delay. The old mosque was demolished
garbage collection was irregular, traffic signs were not erected
to make way for the new. It is an ambitious undertaking and
in certain areas, and hospitals and social service centres were
The Rally on Liberty Avenue, late September 2020,
work is now moving ahead. According to officials, the New
lacking. And so, we waited for another ten years and it’s now
calling on Indo-Caribbeans in NY to get counted
Masjid al Abidin will have three floors and a seating capacity
2020. The Indo-Caribbean population in New York has grown
man from Guyana who got married in Richmond Hill. It was a to over 250,000 strong, but the Census has us down for less
of over 2,800 persons. The total cost of the project is about
big wedding. People came from as far as Guyana and Canada.
US $4 million. There is little doubt that the Masjid will add to
than half of that number. But we need to be counted.
They had to spend a lot of money with all the celebrations. The
the beauty and architecture of the Avenue, and indeed to all of
A week ago, there was a rally on Liberty Avenue to canvass
girl was beautiful and did everything that was asked of her. On the people and fill out the forms. According to the Census
New York.
Sundays, she would go to the Mandir on Liberty Avenue. But
It is assumed that the action is on one side of the Avenue
checkers, the count on Queens is around 62 percent, and
her husband would not accompany her. He would be with the
only. But if you walk to the west of Liberty you are bound to
among Indo-Caribbeans, it is about 50 percent. The rally
boys drinking and bar-hopping in Richmond Hill. Well, with
meet with a bunch of interesting persons. The sari store was
on Liberty Avenue was broad-based, and included several
that behaviour you know there would be trouble sooner rather
closing not far from 117 Street, and the lady that rents a small
other communities. One hopes that a coalition with other
than later.”
space inside is worried. She has mouths to feed and another
communities would result in the allocation of much needed
What happened? The man paused and continued: “The girl
store wants higher rents. The junction at 111 Street is like the
resources in the Queens area.
went to her mother’s house and refused to return. What do you
confluence of a river. There is a four-way traffic lane around
In the age of Covid-19, and masks and sanitisers, altruism
think the husband did? He tried a few times to win her back,
which the business area converges and shopping and the
is needed more than ever. The Hindu community would do
and in fact she did return once, and he promised to change
subway stop create their own forms of bustle.
well to heed the advice of young Pandit Arun Gossai. His dad
his ways. But you know how these things are. You make a
You can imagine then how strange it was to hear a shopper
was the famous Shri Prakash Gossai. Arun drew one of the
promise and you can’t keep it, so the young woman left him for biggest crowds at ‘Ramayana in the Park’ in Richmond Hill. In
say, “You does get what you does get!” When people appeared
good. He continued his lifestyle, and lo and behold, he became
to ignore him, he kept repeating it and shaking his head. What
a simple, but profound message, he called on us all to put aside
friendly with a young lady who was sitting at the bar. They
did he mean by this linguistic gem?
our differences and to love our neighbours. Who will make the
now live together and are well known in the nightclubs. So you first move?
The man explained himself slowly: “You see, there was this
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Guiding with truth, righteousness, studies
Swami Aksharananda &
Saraswati Vidya Niketan
Secondary School:
An Appreciation

I

The late Toolsie Persaud with wife Chandra

Illustrious son, and a
pioneering visionary
A Tribute to Toolsie Persaud
By Dr Ganraj Kumar
n August 21, 2020 Guyana lost one of its most illustrious sons, Toolsie Persaud, who died peacefully at his
home in Lamaha Street, Georgetown at the age of 92.
Toolsie was an industrial giant who was a pioneering visionary,
and who worked diligently to make his dreams come true.
Born into a sugar worker’s family in Skeldon, Toolsie was
a genius who started his business at the age of 19 with $500,
transforming it into an industrial empire comprising of logging,
sawmilling, quarry and stone crushing, manufacturing, shipping, hardware, warehousing, land development, road construction, and sea defence.
His company manufactures and repairs its own fleet of barges
and tug boats. His plants are noted for having the most modern
machinery and equipment in the entire Caribbean. Today his
enterprises employ over 1,000 workers, thus supporting a large
segment of the Guyanese population.
His first venture was the establishment of the first lumberyard in Guyana in close proximity to the then CDC in Lombard
Street, an operation which he purchased a few years later. Over
the years his business literally exploded.
Although he had very little formal education, he encouraged everyone to pursue educational opportunities, and even
financed the training of many. He always took a keen interest
in young people. His employees include accountants, engineers,
and a variety of technicians. He himself was an avid reader
who easily became very knowledgeable with every aspect of his
operations. He was very good with numbers, and often amazed
his staff with his quick mental calculations.
Above all, Toolsie was a generous and kind-hearted soul who
never forgot his roots. Though wealthy, he was always humble,
was ever willing to lend a helping hand to fellow villagers, and
made every effort to promote the educational and economic
well-being of all members of his family, many of whom found
employment in his various companies. Over the years Toolsie
Persaud Limited has generously supported many churches,
mandirs, and masjids all over the country.
His life was one of innovation, adventure, and self-education.
He had a keen eye for investment opportunities, and an indomitable will to overcome any difficulty that came his way. He was a
great organiser, and a stickler for details.
Toolsie will be greatly missed not only by his family, but by
many others whose lives he touched in so many ways. He leaves
behind his wife Chandra, two daughters Donna and Nadia,
three sons Rajesh, Vinode, and Avinash, seven grand children,
two greatgrandchildren, and four sisters.
Most of all he has left a legacy of entrepreneurship par
excellence. With his sons taking over the reins of management,
Toolsie Persaud Limited is destined to live on for generations
yet unborn.
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By Dhanpaul Narine
t was the year 1970 and Meten-Meer-Zorg government
school was burnt to the ground. Out of the ashes rose two
halves of the school; one was at Father Jones’ bottom house
and the other was at the Community Centre. On October 5,
1970, I walked in to the bottom house as a young assistant
teacher. I was a helper to Ajodha Nauth. The class next to us
was taught by a young man who would later become Swami
Aksharananda.
Since we shared the bottom house space, it was impossible
not to observe his method of teaching. Swamiji was organised,
had his class under control, and his students loved and
respected him. He reminded me of my own former Principal
Mr Julius Nathoo who left the shores of Port Mourant to found
the successful Saraswat High School, at DeKinderen.
Saraswat, under Mr Nathoo’s leadership, produced many
famous students including Mohamed Kazim Yusuf, who
passed a record seven subjects O’ Levels at one sitting. There
were other notable scholars as well, such as Ramdular Singh,
Dolly Hassan, and Professor Kahlil Gibran.
I was in awe at Swamiji’s deportment, and after a few weeks,
I mustered the courage to speak to him. Swami introduced
me to myself. I became aware of the power of the intellect,
and soon I was reading about Ramakrishnaji and his disciple
Swami Vivekananda, and others. The Bhavan Journal became
compulsory reading, and we looked forward to Dr Munshi’s
articles. One Friday, Swamiji invited me to spend the weekend
at the Sanskriti Bhavan at Stewartville, and there I met Mr
Dwarka, and later Dr Balwant Singh, who gave us a lecture on
Dr Diksit. Dr Singh was also campaigning to repatriate two
Guyanese brothers who were living in India.
During our conversations at Meten-Meer-Zorg, Swami
spoke of his plans for education in Guyana. His vision was to
open a school and to teach students in a disciplined
environment, and with a curriculum that was relevant
to the needs of the country. These were lofty goals and
it took him years of planning. But he never wavered.
His education was in India and the US, and when the
Divine Mother was ready, Saraswati Vidya Niketan
was born. One can’t help thinking about our own High
School and the name Saraswat! Mr Nathoo will no
doubt explain how the name was chosen. Incidentally,
there may still be a number of former Saraswat
students on the teaching staff at SVN.
The point from all this is that Swamiji’s dedication
to education has a history to it. It was planted in
his fertile imagination in the 1970s, and probably
even before that. I have visited SVN on a number of
occasions, and have witnessed teachers and students
engaged in the sharing of knowledge. Swamiji, and his
teachers, will continue to shine and SVN’s success rate
will top the charts. This is a private school, and it needs the
support of all.
As Providence would have it, the confluence of thought

and action was positively
aligned, and on a beautiful
evening at SVN, the Master
educator, Mr Julius Nathoo,
was invited to address the
graduating class at SVN.
I was given the honour to
introduce him. I listened
to him, and watched
Swamiji’s attentiveness, and
it became clear that SVN
is transforming the nation.
As two of our outstanding
Swami Aksharananda,
scholars, Dr Ramesh Gampat
Principal of SVN, has
and Dr Somdat Mahabir
secured 96 percent
stated, there are devotion
passes at the recent 2020
and excellence and a solid
CXC exams.
reputation. The guiding
principles of SVN are: “Speak truth. Practice Righteousness.
Never Abandon Studies.”
Congratulations Swamiji, and all at SVN, on your
magnificent achievement.

Saraswati Vidya Niketan Secondary School

The stage is set for another impressive graduation
at Saraswati Vidya Niketan (SVN) Secondary School,
at Cornelia Ida on the West Coast of Demerara

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation

Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year
old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting
list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant
of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence
of a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a
position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783- 0459.
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Satwattie Sukul

DIASPORA WRITINGS

Rejecting war & conquest, Ashoka turns to benevolence
When a man knows the Atman, his true Self,
when he can say, ‘I am He’,
what desires can attach him to the body?
He who is the mystery of life has found the Self,
the Spirit, and has awakened to its light,
he is truly a creator.
His is the world of the spirit,
for he is that world.
(Brhadaranyaka Upanishad, 900 B.C.E.)

parrots, doves, ducks, pigeons, geese, Brahmani bulls, stags,
rhinoceroses, squirrels, flying foxes, lizards, peacocks, tortoises
and queen-ants. Added to the list of the forbidden-to-kill were
she-goats, ewes, and all four-footed animals which were not
eaten or otherwise used by man.
Ashoka’s sense of environmental protection was way
before his time; forests were not to be unnecessarily disturbed
at Sarnath, we have a clear picture of Emperor Ashoka’s
containing creatures dependent on trees for food and shelter
exploits and creative genius, his passion for conquest and
and “the living must not be fed with the living”. On certain
reconciliation. In battle, unmoved by numerically superior
days there were no fishing or fish sold, and no animals living
forces, he expanded his empire into deep southern India.
Emperor Ashoka
in elephant preserves were to be destroyed. “The branding of
e is considered one of the greatest Emperors of
horses and cattle and the castration of oxen were forbidden”.
Fire in the Soul of the Emperor
India.His name is Ashoka, he lived on the Gangetic
In the case of humans, he exacted the severest penalty for
During the first eight years of his reign, Ashoka carried
plains and was the Supreme ruler of most of the
wrongdoing, using the fullest extent of the law to maintain
out his duties as Emperor like any other kings did at the time:
subcontinent during the third century B.C.E. Emperor Ashoka
good conduct according to the Dharmic teaching of the
strict rule of law, punishment for those who deviated from the
was no ordinary king with a penchant for glory and gold. In
Buddha.
norm while expanding his empire. He followed the ancient
the latter part of his life he became one of the most visionary
Ashoka appointed special
teachings of the Arthashastra,
and benevolent rulers the world had ever seen. His sculpture
officers in exacting justice
the manual of warfare. Ashoka
of four lions standing back-to-back was adopted as the official
and fairness when laws
was ruthless in his conquest
emblem of India in 1950.
were seemingly broken, in
and control of those who were
I stood on the right bank of the sacred Ganges river
order to avoid wrongful
defeated after a battle. The
perplexed by its throngs of worshippers at prayer, as merchants Arthashastra clearly states that
imprisonment of the
peddled their wares to locals and tourists alike, bargaining, as
innocent. Various charitable
“any power superior in might
they openly displayed their goods to be examined and sold.
institutions were established
to another should launch
During the previous week I toured this ancient city called
to support families in need.
into war”. This philosophy
Varanasi, once referred to as Benares by the British occupiers.
Organisations were set up for
of merciless subjugation was
Its many Temples, Stupas, and Mosques, its genetic variation,
the protection of women and
exercised in a battle at Kalinga
peoples of different shades and features indicate a great
children, irrespective of race,
(Orissa) to the south east.
crossing point of ethnicities and cultures over centuries.
class, or creed. His army was
The rock edicts have
set to work building parks
recorded the abominable and
Sarnath, City of Pagodas
and recreational facilities
wanton destruction of life and
I enquired as to what other places of significance might be
where citizens could play and
property at Kalinga by Ashoka’s
in the immediate vicinity and was promptly directed to visit
contemplate life. It is recorded
forces and the utter annihilation
another ancient city where there were many Buddhist temples
that pregnant women were
of many neighbouring tribes,
and monuments representing the history of this world belief
encouraged to visit the
which could be described as
system. Sarnath is considered the Buddhist capital of the world, genocidal. The edicts described
many gardens with flowers,
where various Buddhist communities from abroad have settled the raw facts of the massacres
peacocks, and running
permanently.
streams to enjoy nature at its
that took place in these battles;
Sarnath is an archaic city located approximately ten
finest.
the dead and dying strewn
kilometres away from Varanasi at the confluence of the Ganges across many fields, the captives
Emperor Ashoka’s rule of
and Varuna rivers in the state of Uttar Predesh. It was here
justice (law and order), the
taken away from their lands
where the Buddha gave his first sermon in the famous deer
protection of all life (ecology),
to serve in Ashoka’s expanded
park, after his Awakening at Bodh Gaya, in the neighbouring
and compassion for all,
kingdom; the disruption of
state of Bihar during the early fifth century B.C.E. Sarnath is
not only the citizens of his
tribal social and cultural order,
also famous for its stone edicts and Stupas built by Emperor
empire. but neighbouring
and the subsequent supremacy
Ashoka during the
tribes (ethnology) were
of the Maurian
third century B.C.E.
unmatched anywhere in
Empire.
marking the location
the world at the time. For
The edicts
Ashoka’s stone pillars at Sarnath.
of the transmission of
Ashoka, good moral laws and
explained the utter
Harry Persaud photos.
the Great Canons of
compassion were catalysts for
revulsion and pain
Siddharta the Buddha.
the development of a superior
felt by Ashoka after
Ashoka was the
civilisation, something which India had always espoused.
the carnage at Kalinga; he lamented, showing
grandson of Emperor
Emperor Ashoka was international in his aspirations to
“remorse at having conquered Kalinga”. This
Chandragupta, the first
spread good governance at home and excellent diplomacy
caused the Emperor to revert to the ancient Indian
king to unify India
abroad. He dispatched medical missions to Sri Lanka (Ceylon)
dictum of ‘Ahimsa’ – non-violence as taught in
into a conglomeration
and to the Chola and Pandya kingdoms to the south in India,
the Upanishads, 2,000 years earlier. Ahimsa was
of chieftains and
with remedies for man and beast. He used his diplomacy
championed by Buddha 200 years before Ashoka.
principalities around
to spread the wisdom of Buddhism to Syria, Greece, Egypt,
Actually, there is clear indication that Ashoka
325 B.C.E., from
converted to Buddhism, resulting in his utter disgust Macedonia and Rome. He never demanded tributes and
present day Afghanistan
treasures from subjects, or from friendly states.
at warfare and conquest. He became an advocate of
to the Bay of Bengal
Emperor Ashoka sent his son Mahindra and daughter
the preservation and protection of all life. His open
and across the Deccan.
Sanghamitta to southern India to set up Buddhist missions
confession of the sanctity of all, by any ruler, was
It is known that
(240 B.C.E.), eventually crossing over into Sri Lanka where
never seen before in the world, not until the third
Chandragupta as a
monastic centres were established. Many of the local Chieftains
century B.C.E. in India.
young man stayed
were quickly won over to the Buddhist Sangha. It was
in the camps of
documented that Mahindra brought to Sri Lanka a branch of
From Brutality to Benevolence
Alexander the Great,
the original Bodhi tree under which Siddharta the Buddha was
There was a complete turnaround in Emperor
learning the military
enlightened during the fifth century B.C.E. The branch was
Ashoka’s way of life once he adhered to the Dharma
ways of the West,
planted in his honour and is still thriving on the island. In turn
of Buddha. He no longer advocated conquest
both tactically and by
branches from the Sri Lankan tree were taken to many places
of territory, but instead preached and practiced
coercion. Megasthenes,
in S.E. Asia over centuries. I had the good fortune of standing
benevolence to all, admonishing that, “All sects
the Greek historian
under the shade of one such transplant at Borobudur, Java
deserve reverence for one reason or another”.
recorded while in India
and touched a limb of a further transplant at Angkor Wat in
“By thus acting, a man exalts his own sect, and
that Chandragupta
Cambodia.
at the same time does service to the sects of other
absorbed the armies of
As I looked at a magnificent Stupa at Sarnath, housing
people” (edict X11).
his defeated enemies,
Ashoka’s ashes, and one of his many stone edicts and pillars
“His Majesty cares not for external reverence as
reaching the strength of
bearing Pali inscriptions of the Dharmic Laws, I marveled at
that there should be a growth of the essence of the
Author touching Ashoka’s iron pillar
650,000 soldiers, 16,000
the life and times of this great Indian. In the adjoining field
matter in all sects.”
at New Delhi, third century B.C.E.
chariots, 9,000 war
were the archaeological remains of a 2,500 year-old temple
The fact that this doctrine was the natural
(never rusted).
elephants, and 15,000
where Siddharta the Buddha gave his first sermon.
outgrowth of the great wisdom of the Upanishads
cavalry, making his army the largest standing force in all of
I sat on a round stone structure, one of many in a semi1,000 years earlier reflects the depth of Indian thinking way
Asia. This fighting force was well-paid and well-fed, and swore
circle, gazing at the main one facing the others; here sat the
back in antiquity. The West, to this day, has little grasp of the
allegiance to the Emperor, thanks to the brilliance of Kautilia,
Enlightened One. After his evening walks in the deer park,
fundamental truth that all paths are tenable in the human
the most able Chief Minister and law maker of the Maurian
Buddha performed Tapas (ascetic practices carried out to
struggle for ultimate freedom.
Empire.
achieve spiritual power) with his followers at this very location.
By a special edict issued in the 27th year of his reign (241
This was the legacy which Ashoka inherited from his
Ashoka’s pillars and inscriptions overlooked this Incandescent
B.C.E..), Ashoka made regulations regarding “the protection
grandfather in 269 B.C.E. On account of the many rock
Light, as my soul rejoiced, telling me that my journey has just
of birds and animals and other living things”. One of the main
edicts and engravings left on pillars across India, particularly
begun.
edicts revealed that some species were exempt from slaughter:
Harry Persaud was born on the West Coast of
Demerara, Guyana. He holds a PhD in Anthropology,
and has authored two books on his Guyanese/
Canadian experiences. He is a writer, poet, and martial
arts practitioner.
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Love in the time of Indentureship

K

halil Rahman Ali was born in Guyana, and moved
to London, England in the 1970s, where he studied,
and then pursued a successful career in the British
National Health Service in Finance and General Management.
He currently provides Board advice to a large NHS Clinical
Commissioning Group for seven Boroughs in North East
London.
His first publication, Sugar’s Sweet Allure (2013), is about
the experiences of early Indentured labourers who came to
what was then British Guiana from India.
The novel is set in 1843, and Mustafa, an 18 year-old
Muslim Indian labourer from a village in Uttar Pradesh, is
forced to run away through the discovery of his forbidden love
for Chandini, his Hindu childhood sweetheart. His dream was
to find work, save his money and return to ask for his beloved’s
hand.
This dream took him further afield into the promise of
good work, pay, and conditions as an indentured labourer on
one of the sugar plantations, thousands of miles away in the
colony of British Guiana.
Ali’s second book, The Domino Masters of Demerara (2015)
is about life in three villages during turbulent political and

economic times in Guyana up to 1985.
In the novel, the final and deciding game of dominoes is
underway among three rival teams from the sugar plantation
villages of Anna Catherina, Leonora, and Cornelia Ida, in
Demerara, Guyana.
The game is played out at a time when Guyana was
still emerging from a history of struggle through slavery,
indentured labour, political independence, racial unrest, mass
migration, and an economic downturn.
Ali’s third book, In Pursuit of Betterment (2017), contains
five stories about different families from the Indian diaspora,
including India, the Caribbean, Mauritius, Uganda, and South
Africa. The families share a compelling desire and drive
to achieve betterment through education, hard work, and
business. It takes place against the backdrop of the histories of
the countries from where they originate, leave, and where they
now reside.
Ali’s latest novel is Daughter of the Great River. It is based
on the rainforests in a fictional country called Kayana, and
explores the role of an Indigenous person in the fight for their
preservation and protection. It explores the life of Onida,
daughter of the Great River, who, born in the millennium in

Our Poets Write
The anguished heart says no more
Like a rudderless ship stranded in the torrential ocean of
misery
The anguished heart says no more
Life’s joy and happiness has faded with total abandonment
The will to live is replaced by death’s dark shadows
Longing for release from this wretchedness and torment
The anguished heart says no more
The feeling of aloneness, betrayal, and despair is too much to
bear
All cries for empathy and help from this wretched pain goes
unheard
The sunshine and rainbow of hope seems like a faded illusion
In the void of a selfish world, the anguished heart says no more
Now! The fateful hour has come to bid farewell, with sadness
The sting of death beckons to rest a weary and exhausted soul
To eternity open arms, without judgements and
condemnations
Seeking peace and redemption from the bondage of a cruel fate
The anguished heart says no more
•••

Breaking Free
Amidst the clutter and the noise, peace and harmony
awaits the restless seeker
Look beyond the apparent, every moment is precious
Be awake and revel in the birth of the rising sun
Listen to the harmony of the sound of silence
Step into the beyond, unrestrained, and experience the
spiritual ‘you’
Impermanence does not discriminate
Watch the clouds roll by and dream of infinite
possibilities
The river of time equalises all things ...eventually
Small minds abound, will suffocate you with mind games,
if allowed
Connect with the majestic and healing power of nature
Break free and soar beyond the limitations of worldly
entrapment.
And experience the sublime self that always was; and will
always be, regardless.
Poems by Cliff Rajkumar

Summer ends with September light, joy

W

hen I have put all the negativity that surrounds
me through the washer and dryer, what remains
are these September days of light and joy. The
beauty of nature, the trees and flowers in our garden, a loving
companion, a game of golf in our backyard, a walk on the
beach, all beating in my heart. All simple pleasures.
The summer is over. It is a change of the seasons. The walk
on Long Point Beach brings with it the sound of the waves,
sometimes a ripple, sometimes rowdy. There
is the wind which attracts wind surfers. The
sea gulls, now reduced to a few stragglers
Bernard
are waiting for a good time to depart across
Heydorn
the lake. They live from day to day enjoying
what nature gives them freely. We can learn
a lesson from the birds.
Thanksgiving will soon be here. We have
a lot to be thankful for. We live in a country, a democracy that
is near and dear to us. Ours to defend and preserve. After one
time comes another. It is our good fortune to enjoy what we
have.
I have many things to explore, much more to learn, much
more to believe in myself and others. I am doing things now
that I thought I would never be capable of doing. My wife used
to call me “Ten thumbs!” Now it is, “Mr Fix it. Do this! Do
that!”
I have found that patience is truly the greatest virtue.
Walking the extra mile works wonders. To enjoy the joys and
suffer the sorrows require patience. Many things are resolved
by patience. I have found that having a daily agenda, even if
it is to do nothing at times, is helpful. Retirement is a time
of decision. To do, or not to do. The last stop on the train is
eternity. The conductor may surprise us, so we have to be
ready.
To eat, to drink, to be soothed by the balms of music, to
meditate, to exercise, to share a conversation, are all good for
body and soul. I have started retraining for my 100 meters
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running sprint, which I did a few years ago. My time is getting
shorter in more ways than one. I hear that there is a road race
for octogenarians and I hope I can make it that far. As the poet
Robert Browning wrote, “A man's reach should exceed his
grasp.”
I return to the past and history, for it is the best teacher. As
the Bible tells it, King Solomon said, “There is nothing new
under heaven”. He was considered a very wise man. History
repeats itself. The wisdom of the past, the
struggles of good and evil, the battles that
need to be fought over and over from one
generation to another are instructive.
In terms of the past, it is good to record
the present. We live in tumultuous times.
My wife and I each started writing a diary
of our daily lives since our winter holiday
in Portugal was interrupted by the pandemic, and we had
to return to Canada in March. It is now almost the end of
September and we are still writing. Heaven knows when the
pandemic will ease up, or even if we will survive it. Coupled
with political divisions, violence, and climatic disasters, we
seem to be heading into another Dark Ages! Our diary may
prove useful to our posterity and others. It is helping us to
preserve our memory, have daily conversations and get to
know each other even better.
I admire the martyrs. Those who give everything, even their
lives, in the service of others, defending their beliefs and faith.
They die, but their examples and work live on. They pass the
torch to those among us brave enough to take up their cross.
How many of us are willing or able to do so?
September reminds me of all these things. The start of a
season. The hope of the unknown. The joy of my heart beating
every new day, a faithful friend to the end. God is in his
Heaven and we are on His earth. As Jesus said in the Bible, “I
chose you!” Does that not make it clear why we are here? If the
creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking to you.

Khalil Rahman Ali
2000, is the chosen one to lead her people of Kayanese and
other Indigenous tribes.
Onida’s ancestors were forced to flee from their territories
by European invaders over 500 years ago. The survivors had
resettled deep in the rainforests of Kayana. She is entrusted
to help her peoples to achieve a vision that champions
and preserves their way of life in their environment, while
constantly threatened by the growing exploitation from mining
and logging industries.
Onida’s community is also vulnerable to attacks and raids by
criminal gangs out to rob, and harm the local people.
Ali’s books are published by Hansib Publications Limited.
Hansib can be contacted at email info@hansibpublications.
com, or visit Hansib Publications Limited website, which is
located at www.hansibpublications.com.

The Rose & The Templar
A Tale From Windsor Forest

T

By Treb Narrahcmar

hey grew up together in Windsor Forest on
the Atlantic coast of Guyana.
They went to school together. They are
basically the same age, he a few months ahead in the
same year.
They were friends and studied together.
She intended to be a teacher; he a Barrister.
She was of Muslim origin, he Hindu.
She attended Madarsa and he Hindi school.
She lived in Sixth street, Gentle: The Rose of Sixth
Street.
He lived in Temple Street:, precocious: The Templar.
She recalls that at about nine they acted together in
a school play.
Although she passed her teacher’s exam she could not
pursue teaching and went instead into stenography.
He could only become a Barrister by going to
London.
He loved her, but was rational: he needed to go to
London.
He could not act on his love. He let her go with pain
in his heart.
They had a parting moment, and then did not see or
communicate with each other for almost six decades.
They both led full lives.
And then, by the hand of fate they were reconnected.
Neither was looking for a relationship. But there was
deep friendship.
He visited her and they talked and talked about their
lives.
They shared life stories with mutual respect.
Innocent.
She was beautiful, charming, spontaneous and
principled.
He was earnest, articulate, and teasingly flirtatious.
They communicated thereafter and came closer.
Then a deep love developed between them.
The Covid-19 pandemic has kept them apart,
but that has made their bonds even stronger.
There is mutual love and caring;
They will fulfil each other’s lives.
The Rose and the Templar.
Such a beautiful love in the autumn of their lives.
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Persad-Bissessar continues to resist calls by ‘detractors’ to resign
Port-of-Spain – Yet another billboard was erected last week
calling on UNC head Kamla Persad-Bissessar to step down
from the leadership. This time it was an electronic billboard
that appeared on Independence Square in Port-of-Spain. So far,
five other billboards have been erected in Aranguez, San Juan,
Claxton Bay, La Romaine, and Macoya.
Activist Devant Maharaj is behind the billboards and the
campaign calling for Persad-Bissessar to step down. Maharaj
said there are plans to erect more billboards.
“The
billboard
on
Independence Square was
deliberately chosen, as it was
meant to send a message in the
capital city in the month of the
2021 Budget debate that there
are significant elements within
the UNC that are uncomfortable with the Kamla-led UNC.
Many anticipate UNC MPs
will be overshadowed by the
PNM in debate,” Maharaj said.
Even as Maharaj pursues his
campaign, Persad-Bissessar
One of the billboards pressuring Persad-Bissessar to resign as UNC leader
continues to resist the calls for
her to resign, saying to her detractors she was justified in not formed the government, they would be singing another tune,”
including them as candidates in the August 10 elections. She Persad Bissessar said.
maintains the calls for her to step down is coming from party
She added, “All I have to say is that when they go low, we go
members who “are upset that they were not selected”.
high.”
Said Persad-Bissessar: “It is disappointing that those who
It seems Persad-Bissessar has the support of all 18 elected
I once trusted and empowered are now ‘gunning’ for me. It UNC legislators, with UNC public relations officer Anita
really shows the true intentions of such persons because I am Haynes saying last month the entire group has “full confidence”
100 percent certain if they had returned as MPs, or if we had in her leadership.

Meanwhile, Persad-Bissessar said the UNC is staying focused,
and addressed her detractors, saying, “[We] have a greater duty
at hand than to respond to convenient naysayers”. She also noted
there was a democratic system in place to deal with concerns
about the party’s leadership.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “The party will hold its internal elections when they are due. I will put my hat in the ring, and I challenge you ‘manos to manos’, woman to woman, come forward
and put your name next to mine.”
She also noted her detractors were without a challenger, since
“none of them wants to put their name next to mine”.
She added: “So do not worry, that is democracy too. Some
people did not get a seat, whether it was Senate seat or seat in
the House, and they [are] vex. They want to mash up the whole
castle, mash up everything; but they will not succeed. If you
really truly wanted to play a part in a democracy in a democratic party, you would call for the election. No, they want me to
resign. I am not resigning. The party will call the election when
it is due, and again I say, come forward. I will take on all comers.
I am not afraid of any of you. I have been here longer than you,
and I am far brighter than you can ever hope to be.”
On the other hand, Maharaj said the campaign calling for
Persad-Bissessar’s resignation was motivated “following 11
successive electoral defeats, including two general elections”,
and that it “comes from the tremendous feedback” from party
members “who are just simply fed up of losing”.
Said Maharaj: “The billboards have stimulated intense discussions within the UNC membership. There are those diehards who want Kamla as leader no matter if she continues to
lose election after election. There’s growing segments of UNC
members that are intolerant with the losses and rightly blame
the leadership.”

No flights major hurdle for nationals stranded abroad

Colm Imbert

Christian Mouttet

Foreign exchange drain critical
Port-of-Spain – The drain on foreign exchange is a critical area the Trinidad and Tobago government must address if
devaluation of the dollar is off the table, businessman Christian
Mouttet said last week.
“[This] requires hard decisions on the things that we import...
maybe at least for a time until we are better able to produce
more of what we can eat and develop other sources of income
outside of energy,” Mouttet said.
Last week during a Spotlight on Budget 2021 forum, Finance
Minister Colm Imbert indicated there will be no devaluation of
the Trinidad and Tobago dollar. Imbert said a devaluation will
result in increased inflation, a decline in the standard of living,
increases in the cost of raw materials for the manufacturing sector, the cost of food imports, wage demands from trade unions,
and an increase in international debt servicing.
In response to Imbert’s assertion, Mouttet said: “We can’t
continue to import all of the things at the same rate that we
import now. We have to be able to curb our appetite for imported goods. Of course the easiest way to do that is through pricing. If you take devaluation off the table, it means there has to
be other mechanisms for pricing that would allow us to reduce
our appetite for imported goods.”
He noted that for more than ten years Trinidad and Tobago
has run budget deficits, and stressed the country cannot continue to live beyond its means.
“Clearly continuing to run deficits is not sustainable. You
can’t deficit-spend or borrow your way to prosperity. You can
do it for a period of time when revenues have fallen, and you
need to bridge a period in time, but certainly economies like
ours, which are susceptible to movement of international prices
of commodities, cannot continuously deficit spend,” he said.
Mouttet added: “There has to be periods where our revenues
can meet expenditure, and we can pay down debt for a period
of time then, if necessary, borrow once again. It is clear from
what we’ve seen that we have to adjust our standard of living to a
new reality, at least until such time as we’re able to broaden and
strengthen our economic base.”
Regarding diversification, Mouttet said there is no silver bullet solution to replace revenue from the energy sector.
“Energy will certainly continue to be a part of our future
for a long time, but in thinking and planning for diversification, which is more likely to be a combination of activities that
together would provide a broader economic base,” he said.
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Port-of-Spain – A major hurdle remains to be overcome in these persons get here, they are not going straight home, they
repatriating nationals stranded abroad since there are no sched- are going into ...quarantine,” he said.
uled flights coming to Trinidad and Tobago, Prime Minister Dr
Rowley also said there should be communication from the
Keith Rowley said last week.
Ministry of National Security in providing updates to appli“The Ministry of National Security is managing a whole cants.
plethora of requests, and I monitor it. I’m satisfied that the deci“With respect to persons who are not getting a response, I
sions are made in the most reasonable way,
must apologise for that. That ought not to
and where there are urgencies, the ministry
be so. Once persons communicate with the
would intervene,” Rowley said.
ministry, one way or the other, they should
He added, “The biggest problem is that
be responded to, [and] kept in the loop as
we don’t have scheduled flights. Because we
to where they are. I am concerned about the
don’t have scheduled flights, it complicates
absence of a response. That response ought
the repatriation process. We have granted
to be there, even if it’s saying that we are
exemptions to a lot people, and [for] some
getting to you, but not immediately,” he said.
of those people, their big difficulty now is.
Rowley was also questioned about nation‘How do I get transport to come home now
als who were experiencing financial diffithat I’ve got the exemption’.”
culty due to the unintended, extended stay
Despite what Rowley said, the media
abroad, and whether they have been accessreported stranded nationals and groups
ing the emergency funding announced by
saying they, or their employers, are willNational Security Minister Stuart Young
ing make flight arrangements to return to
last July.
Trinidad and Tobago if granted exemptions.
According to Rowley, some funding had
Keith Rowley
Last week it was reported a group of at
been provided; however, at the same time,
least 25 nationals stranded in Japan for the past eight months he said the sum budgeted by the government would not be sufindicating they were able to fund the entire costs to return to ficient to help every needy national across the globe.
Trinidad and Tobago. However, the group said there was no
He noted the ministry is continuing to make decisions
response from the Ministry of National Security to numerous based on what is available, but is prioritising needy nationals
applications for exemptions.
in Trinidad and Tobago itself. He also said most nationals who
When questioned about nationals who could charter their were out of Trinidad and Tobago are either back, or are schedown return flights, Rowley said the numbers of people coming uled to return.
in have to be carefully managed.
Additionally, he also indicated there were nationals, who
“There is a nexus between the number of requests and the normally resident in other countries, are now “joining the line”
ability to handle the numbers once they get here. Because once and are seeking to return to Trinidad and Tobago.

Carnival cancelled, now unhappy nationals must work on both days
Port-of-Spain – The news did not sit well with many nationals who celebrate Carnival when Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley announced the two-day festival had been cancelled
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Then it became worse a few
days later, when Tourism, Arts, and Culture Minister Randall
Mitchell said he expects employees will come out to work on
what would have been Carnival Monday and Tuesday, February
15 and 16, 2021.
Mitchell said, “Carnival Monday and Tuesday are… unofficial holidays during our Carnival celebrations. Intuitively, where
we don’t expect to host Carnival celebrations in February 2021,
I expect those days to be normal working days.”
Employers Consultative Association chairman Keston
Nancoo agreed with Mitchell that the two days for Carnival
celebrations are not official public holidays.
Said Nancoo: “[If] there is no Carnival, [then]… I would
like to think those would be normal working days. I don’t think
people would take the two days off.”
Bankers Association president Karen Darbasie said while

banks normally close for security reasons on Carnival days, the
association would be making a decision that it would recommend to its members.
Said Darbasie: “Each member will take a position individually, as all businesses would have to do. Carnival is not a public
holiday, so once business is continuing and it’s not a public
holiday, businesses will take their decisions accordingly. As to
whether people will apply for time off for that period, people
have their vacation entitlement and would be able to use it as
they see fit.”
Chamber of Industry and Commerce CEO Gabriel Faria said
the two days are not officially public holidays, and people would
be expected to come out to work.
“I know many businesses have been supportive of staff in
terms of giving time off, allowing people to work from home
and so on, so from my perspective I expect people would come
out to work. As to taking time off for Carnival, speaking as an
employee, I would hope that in February 2021, I would still be
employed and be able to come out to work at my job,” he said.
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‘A budget without hope’

From Page 1
Imbert said the government plans to deliver over 25,000 homes
constructed on State lands, with a mix of housing solutions for
people of different levels of incomes and socio-economic standings. He also put a freeze on employment, with the government
not filling vacancies in the public service for a year; also, he said
his government is considering extending the retirement age to
65.
However, Imbert’s announcements also came with ‘literal’
takeaways, with the government reaching deep into the pockets
of nationals for more payments and taxes. Among these ‘takeaways’ was liberalisation of the liquid petroleum fuel market
with removal of the fuel subsidy come January, 2021. Starting
next year, fuel prices will be based on the market, and dealers
will be able to set their own margins; wholesale margins will
remain fixed for now.
It means nationals will be paying higher fuel prices for diesel,
kerosene, and likely super, and premium gasoline. Also moving
upwards starting this month are prices for cars, and for luxury
food imports as “apples and grapes”.
Imbert also took the opportunity to firmly place implementation of the property tax on the table. He said the government
was moving assiduously to produce the required Valuation Roll,
notwithstanding numerous challenges.
Said Imbert: “The Commissioner of Valuation will in the near
future be making mandatory requests of property owners under
Section 29 of the Valuation of Land Act for the provision of
information in an appropriate format. The objective is to commence the collection of property tax in fiscal 2021, starting with
residential properties.”
The dreaded Property Tax has remained an ongoing source
of concern for nationals, and with this in mind, Imbert gave the
assurance the rates of this tax would be “both fair and reasonable, and will not present an onerous burden”.
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar was among the
first critics to pounce on Imbert’s “give-and-take-back” presentation, quickly stating the budget will not improve the lives of
the people of Trinidad and Tobago; instead, it will bring hardships, she said.
According to Persad-Bissessar, Imbert is “basically giving
with one hand, but taking far more” with the other hand.
She described the budget as a “cut-and-paste” presentation
that was taken directly out of the Roadmap to Recovery report,
and a “disjointed” presentation full of “fluff ”. Also, it offered no
hope, and its implementation would come down hard on the
working class, and those who live below the poverty line.
Persad-Bissessar took issue with a few of Imbert’s “takeaways”, especially where the government was reaching directly
into the pockets of nationals, saying a more tariffs for water

and electricity was just a
“a nice way of saying you
going to increase the price
of water and electricity”.
She also expressed her
displeasure with the plan
to move forward with
collection of the Property
Tax in this fiscal year.
“Property Tax at this
time is totally unacceptable,” she declared, noting
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
many nationals remain
unemployed due to the pandemic, and are unable to pay.
Ominously, Persad-Bissessar warned that more job losses are
coming with the privatisation measures that Imbert announced.
While noting Imbert spent a lot of time blaming the Covid19 pandemic for the precarious state of affairs Trinidad and
Tobago was now undergoing, she declared that the economy
had crashed even before the arrival of the coronavirus.
Consequently, Trinidad and Tobago faces a “twindemic”, she
said, ascribing the present impoverished state of the nation to
the fallout from Covid-19 as well as blaming the government
for its “incompetence”.
Persad-Bissessar declared the government was taking
Trinidad and Tobago back to the 1980s.
“We needed to see innovation, we needed to see business
unusual,” she said, adding, “There is nothing in the budget to
give people hope.”
Meanwhile, in a response to Imbert’s presentation, President
of the Chaguanas Chamber of Commerce, Vishnu Charran said
while there were some gains given to low-income earners, it will
be taken away with increased food prices, and the implementation of the property tax in 2021.
Said Charran: “The livelihoods of people are still going to
be challenged in 2021, and they have to remain cautious. It's a
promising budget, but in light of the pandemic people are still
going to have to be cautious about managing their spending.”
Charran noted the tax break given to people earning under
$7,000, but said as a gain this would be absorbed by higher food
prices and paying the property tax.
He added: “I hope the minister is going to be lenient in the
rolling out of the property tax so it will not have a big impact
on people.”
He added the Supermarkets Association has warned the
nation that the cost of food is going to increase since suppliers
have increased prices.
Charran was also concerned about the impact of Covid-19,
and the uncertainty it has brought to the business sector.

Poll finds UNC ‘unelectable’ at this time

Port-of-Spain – A NACTA poll has found the UNC to be again. Supporters and others who were polled overwhelmingly
“unelectable” in its present state, and that changes at the leader- indicated Persad-Bissessar should take steps to transition the
ship level are needed. The UNC has since said it has noted the party for new leadership, and she should play the role of an
finding by the poll, adding that election for the leadership and a elder stateswoman.
new National Executive will be taking place “soon”.
“Supporters also felt the party is in serious crisis with deep
The party’s response came from UNC chairman Peter Kanhai, internal division, that party structure verge on political nepowho addressed NACTA’s findings, as well as acknowledged tism and friendship bent on retaining internal party position
ongoing internal complaints by detractors seeking to change the and power rather than winning government,” NACTA said.
leadership.
It added: “Party volunteers, workers, and supporters are
Last month NACTA gathered opinions on
de-motivated and expressing views of exasthe current state and future of UNC. It queperation and disappointment over election
ried 702 respondents at random, and found
defeat after defeat. Many are hopeless about
two percent that felt the UNC can win an
UNC’s future unless there is change, and
election again. However, around 88 percent
don’t believe UNC can give the PNM a serisaid UNC leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar has
ous challenge again as presently constituted.
served her time and should hang up her
They feel that unless transformed, it will lose
political boots. The respondents also felt she
seats next election.”
should oversee the election of new leadership,
Said Kanhai: “As with any other poll the
and then play the role of elder stateswoman in
party takes note of what the NACTA findadvising her successor.
ings are. Any poll represents a snapshot in a
NACTA’s findings were that the population
particular time.”
generally feels the UNC cannot win an elecOn views in the poll calling for a change
tion again unless there are serious internal
of leadership, Kanhai noted, “It’s already
reforms, a new leadership, and accommodabeen announced that the party has a process
tive politics with other groups.
whereby the leadership is chosen and that
Among the pollsters findings were that
process will take place soon. All contenders
UNC supporters saying that in its present
who are members are free to put their names
Peter Kanhai
state, the UNC is ‘unelectable’. However, the
forward to contend for any post whether
party’s supporters praised Persad-Bissessar for her role in taking leadership or National Executive posts.”
the UNC into the government, but they said that having lost
He added: “The political leader has already stated her intentwo consecutive general elections, it was best for the party and tion to contest. Every member is free to put themselves forward
country that she “hangs up her political gloves”.
and registered members will exercise their right to choose.”
Supporters also felt the UNC made too many mistakes in the
Kanhai did not give a date for the election, but reports have
last election.
indicated the internal poll could take place before year-end,
Also there was the finding from those polled that Persad- likely later, and after the October Budget debate month is conBissessar is not capable of leading the party into government cluded.

19

T&T $$ devaluation
not the only solution

Port-of-Spain – Devaluation of the Trinidad and Tobago
dollar should not be the only solution to the country’s macroeconomic challenges, Central Bank Governor Dr Alvin Hilaire
said last week.
What is really needed for the country to retain a balance
are solutions on a macroeconomic scale that would make businesses more flexible and able to manage on foreign markets.
Said Hilaire: “It is no secret that there is an imbalance in the
foreign exchange market. That has been due to the collapse in
energy prices; we had some production difficulties, and Covid19 didn’t help. What is really important for stability is an appropriate combination of fiscal, monetary, and structural policy.”
Hilaire said policies are particularly needed to make ease
of doing business easier, and getting local markets to be more
flexible so they could take advantage of opportunities outside of
Trinidad and Tobago.
He added that while depreciation of the dollar is something
that may assist in managing Trinidad and Tobago’s economy
in some scenarios, without the support of policies to give the
economy more flexibility, the change would be temporary and
could have an adverse effect.
He referred to a study done by the IMF, which pointed out
that in Latin American and Caribbean countries, if the depreciation of the dollar was steep enough, the economy would
eventually level off.
However, Hilaire said that balance would come because of
import compression, which means that government would prioritise which items can be imported into the country.
“So there was a huge compression of imports as opposed to
exports. That is imperative to note,” he said.
Last week Finance Minister Colm Imbert said there would be
no useful purpose that could be served by devaluing the dollar,
especially at a time when less foreign exchange is coming into
the country. He said Central Bank models suggest if the government were to devalue the dollar, the government would gain
about (US) $30-40 million, but inflation would immediately
increase.

Rowley peacock probe ends:
No evidence of foul play
Port-of-Spain – A high-level police investigation that
started at the top of the pecking order into the accidental
death of Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley’s peacock hit
a dead-end last week following the finding that no act of
criminal wrongdoing was committed.
According to Police Commissioner Gary Griffith,
even if there was a report from the top level investigation, it remains a personal matter that was probed by the
police, thus making the details unavailable to the public.
In June this year, Tobago police were alerted by an
employee at Rowley’s Mason Hall farm that a peacock
belonging to the Prime Minister had been hit by a
vehicle, and its carcass taken away.
Following the report, a rapid response by Tobago
police led to the arrest of three persons, and confiscation of the dead bird. Rowley was summoned to the
Scarborough Police Station, where he identified the dead
bird as his peacock.
It was reported since the death of the peacock, Rowley
remained interested in the top-level investigation, and
reportedly made enquiries into its status.
The matter also went up the rungs to the top of the
roost, and was referred to the Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions by the acting Deputy Commissioner
of Police in charge of Crime & Intelligence, McDonald
Jacob.
According to media reports, apparently the police
encountered a hurdle under the Summary Offences Act
and were unable to file charges, since removing the carcass of an animal from a public road is not an offence.
The police investigation into Rowley’s peacock did
not go down well with Opposition Leader Kamla PersadBissessar, who took the opportunity to remind the Prime
Minister that his priorities were not up to scratch.
Persad-Bissessar cried foul, saying: “… I am outraged
that I… see in the newspapers the Prime Minister looking for… a peacock. Can you believe it? The Prime
Minister is looking everywhere, and have people looking
all over for a peacock. How outrageous this is to know
that our children... [are without laptops]… [He is not]
looking for laptops for children... not looking for food,
or hampers, or textbooks for families. He is looking for
a peacock.”
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RELATED FEES UP TO $52 IN QUEBEC) AND TOTAL TO BE REPAID IS $57,939 (UP TO $57,991 IN QUEBEC). NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF CREDIT BY FORD CREDIT. NOTE THE AMOUNT USED HEREIN IS ONLY AN EXAMPLE AND NOT THE ACTUAL SALE PRICE OF A VEHICLE. TAXES PAYABLE ON FULL AMOUNT OF PURCHASE PRICE. ALL PURCHASE FINANCE OFFERS
INCLUDE FREIGHT AND AIR TAX CHARGES BUT EXCLUDE OPTIONS, GREEN LEVY (IF APPLICABLE, AND EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), LICENSE, FUEL FILL CHARGE, INSURANCE, DEALER PDI (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), PPSA (NOT APPLICABLE IN QUEBEC), RDPRM REGISTRATION AND RELATED FEES UP TO $52 (ONLY IN QUEBEC), ADMINISTRATION FEES (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), AND TAXES. ALL PRICES ARE BASED
ON MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE.* PROGRAM IN EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2020 (THE “PROGRAM PERIOD”). TO QUALIFY, CUSTOMER MUST, DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD, TRADE IN THEIR VEHICLE THROUGH A FORD DEALERSHIP BY TURNING IN A 2016 MODEL YEAR OR OLDER VEHICLE, WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY REGISTERED/PLATED OR INSURED
FOR THE LAST 3 MONTHS (THE “CRITERIA”). ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS WILL RECEIVE $1,000 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: ESCAPE (EXCLUDING S), FUSION OR ECOSPORT; $1,500 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: MUSTANG (EXCLUDING SHELBYTM GT350/500 MUSTANG), EDGE, EXPLORER, RANGER, TRANSIT (EXCLUDING STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS), OR TRANSIT CONNECT; $2,500 TOWARDS A NEW
2020: EXPEDITION, F-150 (EXCLUDING F-150 RAPTOR, F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW XL WITH DIESEL ENGINE), OR F-250 TO F-550 (EACH AN “ELIGIBLE VEHICLE”). BRONCO, BRONCO SPORT, E-SERIES, FORD GT, ALL STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS, AND F-650 TO F-750 ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THIS OFFER. TAXES PAYABLE AFTER INCENTIVE AMOUNT IS DEDUCTED. TO QUALIFY: (I)
CUSTOMER MUST, AT THE TIME OF THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE, DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEALER / PROVIDE THE DEALER WITH SUFFICIENT PROOF OF CRITERIA AND A SIGNED ORIGINAL OWNERSHIP TRANSFERRING HIS/HER VEHICLE TO THE AUTHORIZED DEALER; AND (II) THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE MUST BE PURCHASED, LEASED, OR FACTORY ORDERED DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD. LIMIT ONE
(1) INCENTIVE PER ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER PRIVATE/TARGETED OFFERS. ©2020 FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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In her latter-days at 91, Lata still Bollywood’s high priestess
The nightingale of India Lata Mangeshkar celebrated
her 91st birthday on September 28. The legend’s
birthday did not go unnoticed by celebrities and
fans, who flooded social media with heartwarming
posts and many archival photographs, a few of
which are reproduced below.

Amitabh Bachchan, and filmmaker Yash Chopra
celebrate Lata’s 82nd birthday

Lata Mangeshkar with Sunil Dutt

Lata Mangeshkar with singer Shreya Ghoshal

Lata with Dilip Kumar during his convalescence
following kidney problems
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By Shaikh Ayaz
ata Mangeshkar’s first recorded song was in 1942. She
was only 13. It was for a Marathi movie, but was later
dropped from the album. Despite every filmmaker’s best
efforts to have at least one ditty sung by THE Lata Mangeshkar,
these days the nightingale rarely enters the studio – her
“temple”, in the immortal words of Naushad. Her last recorded
song was in 2015, in an Indo-Pak gay love story.
From 1942 to 2015, that’s a record-shattering 73 years of
continuous playback and only Mangeshkar, the high priestess
of Bollywood singing, could have managed that momentous
feat. For 73 years, and even longer, she has regaled music
listeners with her mellifluous voice, and in total domination
as Bollywood’s leading singer, who like a juggernaut, crushed
every competition that came her way. Film magazines like
Stardust had a name for it – the “Mangeshkar monopoly”.
Between Lata and her younger sister and media-pitted rival
Asha Bhosle, there was hardly any space for the third woman
standing.
Lata Mangeshkar was born into a family of performers. Her
father ran a theatre company and the Mangeshkar sisters grew
up in awe of music. By pursuing singing, the sisters wanted to
carry forward their father’s rich legacy. They were classically
trained. From a very young age, Mangeshkar could sing Raag
Puriya Dhanashree with full command. It was her father who
discovered Lata’s real talent.
“A particular incident sparked off my singing,” the singing
legend recalled in an old interview with Stardust. “It so
happened that once my father asked his shagird (disciple) to
practise a raag while he finished some work. I was playing
nearby and suddenly a note of the raag that shagird was
rendering, jarred. And the next minute, I was correcting him.
When my father returned, he discovered a shagird in his own
daughter.”
Reportedly, Lata’s father said to her mother, “We have a
singer at home. We never knew it.”
Some years after her father’s death, Lata moved to Mumbai.
Initially, she was mentored and nurtured by Master Vinayak, a
filmmaker of the 1930s and a family friend of the Mangeshkars
and also by Ghulam Haider, who is known for giving Lata her
first break.
Lata’s initial competition came in the shape of Suraiya,
Shamshad Begum and especially, Noor Jehan who was
considered the critics’ darling at a time, a better singer than
Lata. In a 2004 essay for Outlook magazine, veteran music
writer Raju Bharatan wondered if Lata would “have attained
the ‘super’ status she did if Noor Jehan (as the ‘brighter’ voice)
had chosen to stay on in India after Partition?”
Bharatan asked the same question to Naushad (who gave
Lata the unforgettable gems such as Tu ganga ki mauj in Baiju
Bawra and Pyaar kiya toh darna kya in Mughal-E-Azam).
Naushad felt that Noor Jehan’s move to Pakistan destroyed any
chances of her pan-India appeal.
“Once Noor Jehan opted to base herself in Lahore rather
than Bombay the range and variety of composers who came
to work on her vocals became automatically restricted. Noor
Jehan no longer enjoyed the supreme advantage Lata did, of
music directors hailing from 13 states of India bringing to her
vocals a treasure trove of tunes. Thus Noor Jehan fatally typed
herself as a Punjabi-Urdu singer. While Lata Mangeshkar
became the cosmopolitan voice of all Hindustan, representative
of each praanth from Maharashtra to Orissa,” Naushad
explained to Bharatan. And yet, it was Naushad who asked her
to sing like Noor Jehan for Mehboob Khan’s Andaz (1949)!
The song, Aayega aana waala from Mahal made sure that
Lata was here to stay. Through the 1950s and 1960s, she sang
in every genre, from bhajans like Allah tero naam and dance
numbers like Hoton pe aisi baat to moony romantic tunes like
Lag jaa gale, and patriotic ditties like Aye mere watan ke logo.
Of all music directors, there’s no doubt as to who Lata’s
favourite was: “I shared a special relationship with Madan
Mohan, which was much more than what a singer and a
music composer share. This was a relationship of a brother
and a sister,” she said in a 2011 collector’s item calendar
called Tere Sur Aur Mere Geet. “He trusted me to sing his best
compositions,” she added, listing Woh chup rahe from Jahan
Ara as their favourite collaboration.
In later years, she developed a similar brotherly relationship
with Yash Chopra, for whom she sang some of her most
memorable latter-day songs. Their collaboration has yielded
such hits as Dhool Ka Phool, Kabhi Kabhie, Silsila and Dil
Toh Pagal Hai. She even worked with Chopra’s son, Aditya,
on Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jaayenge. Perhaps, Dilip Kumar,
whom she addresses as her older brother, said it best when he
remarked, “None have been able to equal Lata’s refinement. It
is very difficult for anyone to compete with her because she
has invested so heavily in every person who cares for music –
there’s such a lot of Lata Mangeshkar in everyone.”

L

The young lady with the guitar is Lata Mangeshkar

Shraddha Kapoor with Lata Mangeshkar

Fan Sonu Nigam with the legend Lata

In this vintage photograph, Lata Mangeshkar is with
Pancham, Kishore, and Asha

Lata Mangeskhar celebrates with Shraddha Kapoor

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 7, 2020

CRICKET

West Indies women hit significant boundaries

T

wo West Indian woman crossed significant boundaries
last month in England, with all-rounder Stafanie Taylor
hitting a magnificent 3,000 runs in T20 Internationals,
and new ball bowler Shakera Selman seeing a resurgence in
her international career.
Taylor’s milestone achievement of hitting over 3,000 runs in
T20 Internationals came on September 23, during the second
match against England at the Incora County Ground in Derby.
She hit the landmark total during her 103rd innings, and
averages around 36 runs per innings. Taylor is also the leading
West Indies woman in One-Day Internationals with 4,724
runs, with an average of over 44.

Stafanie Taylor

Essex victory celebration not in spirit of inclusion

F

ollowing its Bob Willis Trophy celebrations by players
According to Cricbuzz, the England squad adapted its
last month, Essex have since admitted an incident did
approach to celebrations to ensure Mark Wood, who is a
not meet its “inclusive values” when a Muslim player
teetotaler, Moeen Ali and Adil Rashid, who are Muslims, are
was sprayed with alcohol.
not sprayed with alcohol. Following the 2019 World Cup final,
The incident occurred when batsman Feroze Khushi had
the entire squad had photographs taken before Moeen, Wood,
beer poured over him while on the balcony at Lord’s as Essex
and Rashid stepped aside for the spraying of champagne.
displayed the trophy following its victory over Somerset.
Co-founder of the National Cricket League in Essex and
Khushi was 12th man in the match.
East London, Sajid Patel, was not
From the photographs of the team
impressed with the Essex incident,
on the balcony, Will Buttleman, the
describing the pictures as “offensive”.
county’s reserve wicket-keeper, was
“It was diabolical to see there was
seen pouring beer over Khushi.
no sort of planning, no compromise,
As Cricbuzz reported, it appears
and no cultural awareness,” he said.
to have been a thoughtless act, rather
He added: “We want it to be a
than a malicious one; however, Essex
celebration for everyone, but when
said the celebration “did not meet the
you see scenes like that, I don’t know
inclusive values of the organisation”,
what to say. It left me speechless. Is it
and did not apologise.
so hard for Essex to say sorry?”
Said the club: “Essex prides
Essex captain Tom Westley later
themselves on their work within
publicly apologised on behalf of
multi-diverse communities
the team, saying: “As a group, we
throughout the county and the
have come together and discussed
Feroze Khushi (left) reacts to alcohol
surrounding areas. For a substantial
the event, and on reflection, we are
being poured on him by Will Buttleman
period of time, Essex have had a
disappointed we let this happen.”
multi-diverse team with players from different backgrounds,
He added, “On behalf of myself and the team, we would
religions, and races, where cricket is at the heart of these
like to apologise for any offence that was caused during our
communities.”
celebrations at Lord’s on Sunday. At Essex we believe we have
It also noted, “The club has worked extremely hard and
built a strong dressing room culture that supports one another
will continue to bring cricket to anybody and everybody, and
both on and off the field.”
educate on diversity, but further work needs to be done across
Additionally, Westley noted that the squad would in
both sport and society in general to widen people’s knowledge
future be more responsible and aware of their actions, and
and make them more aware of cultural differences.”
will “continue to learn and develop” with the help of the
The practice of spraying alcohol in celebration of a victory
England and Wales Cricket Board, and Professional Cricketers’
has seen cultural awareness emerging in other teams.
Association.

Cricket West Indies’ Director of Cricket Jimmy Adams
congratulated Taylor for her achievement, noting her career
started in 2008 against Ireland in Dublin. She has now etched
her name in history’s pages, and remains a role model and
leader in West Indies cricket, he declared.
“Congratulations to Stafanie from all at CWI, and indeed
the wider Caribbean, on achieving this outstanding milestone
in what is truly a remarkable cricket career,” Adams said.
He added: “She has set the benchmark for women’s cricket,
and continues to demonstrate why she is rated as one of the
greats of the game. She continues to be an ambassador for
women’s sports and for the game of cricket in the West Indies.
Given her youth
and undoubted
ability, we
continue to wish
her all the success
possible in the
years ahead.”
Selman
was the other
emergent player
in a series that
saw West Indies
whitewashed by
Shakera Selman
England. Her
play was notable for its patience and extra hard work in what
proved to be a resurgence in her international career.
Early into the series, Selman said she was peaking at this
later stage of her career, adding, “I’m really happy with the
returns, and the hard work is finally paying off.”
She said discipline in her exercise regimes, and maintaining
appropriate nutrition, were both playing important
contributors to her growing success. Selman also noted
support from the team has helped her through many injuries
that kept her away for long periods from the game.
Selman said even as she sees a resurgence in her
international career, she is also keeping an eye on life after the
game. She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Linguistics from
the University of the West Indies, and a Level 2 Coaching
certificate. Recently, she completed a certificate in Sports
Broadcasting, which seems a more enticing option as a postplaying career, she said.
“I think I’m leaning towards coaching, but I’ve just
completed a sports broadcasting course… I’m at least hoping
to get into sport commentary of some sort. But honestly
anything I can do to help the women’s game especially in the
Caribbean I am willing to do,” Selman said.

Excited Simmons prepares for New Zealand tour

Thrilled with CPL exposure,
emerging Nedd surprised
he did not play in more games

P

laying cricket at the recentlyconcluded 2020 T20 tournament
was a valuable experience for
Guyanese left-arm bowler and emerging
player, Guyanese Ashmead Nedd. While the
exposure with Guyana Amazon Warriors
was a learning experience, the 19-year-old
admitted he was surprised at not being
included in more matches.
Trinbago Knight Riders was the
tournament winner against St Lucia
Zouks in a pandemic-affected
series played behind closed doors
in Trinidad in August and
September. St Lucia Zouks
knocked out Nedd’s
Warriors, only to come in
second after the TKR win.
Ashmead Nedd
Nedd played four matches in the
CPL, conceding 73 from 90 balls bowled, with
an economy rate of 4.86, including a best of 1-10 on debut
against Jamaica Tallawahs. He faced the bowling lineup once
with bat in hand.
“I am satisfied with my performance and my figures,” he
said. Additionally, Nedd noted that at his tender age, it was
“difficult bowling to players like Kieron Pollard, the Bravo
brothers, and Andre Russell… but I overcame it by doing the
right things, and having a clear mind...”
He added: “The CPL was a showcase with regional and
international players, and was a higher standard than regional
cricket, and more fast-paced… I think I fitted in well.”
He is hopeful the regional season could still be played
before 2020 ends, noting that safety is paramount with the
increasing Covid-19 infections and deaths now taking place
in Guyana. He is the son of former Guyana First-Class offspinner Gavin Nedd. (With files from Kaieteur News).
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T

to Wellington for the second match at Basin Reserve.
he announcement last week by Cricket West Indies
The T20Is will be the start of an 11-month schedule of
and New Zealand Cricket the teams are returning to
matches building up to the ICC T20 World Cup, which has
action in November saw West Indies Head Coach Phil
been rescheduled for October, 2021 in India.
Simmons happily making plans for the upcoming tour. Based
New Zealand has been one of the most successful nations
on approval from CWI’s Medical Advisory Committee and
in managing the Covid-19 pandemic, which CWI president
Board of Directors, West Indies will travel to New Zealand for
Ricky Skerritt noted while declaring the
three T20 Internationals and two Tests from
regional board was happy to undertake the
November 27-December 15.
assignment in late November.
Simmons was delighted with the news,
“We are pleased to be able to fulfil
saying the move would help with the struggle
our obligation to tour New Zealand as
to keep the game alive and the players
we continue to get our ICC Future Tours
motivated during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Programme back on track, in spite of the
“These T20 Internationals are a part of
financial difficulties we face,” Skerritt said last
getting these guys playing together as much
week, and which was reported in the regional
as possible between now and the ICC T20
media.
World Cup next year. After the England
He added: “I want to thank CWI CEO
Test series, earlier this year, this will be an
Johnny Grave and Director of Cricket Jimmy
excellent test of how we have improved on
Adams, and their operations team, for
the things we as a team have learnt from that
successfully partnering with NZC to make
series,” he said.
this tour possible. Earlier this summer, in
He added: “We played really well to win
collaboration with the England & Wales
Phil Simmonds
that first Test, and did some good things
Cricket Board, we restarted international
throughout the series. We have a great team
cricket, globally. Fortunately, that England tour included the
environment. We will continue to work and build as a team.”
successful testing of safety protocols which we expect will be
West Indies are the defending T20 World Cup champions,
the standard for all international cricket tours.”
having defeated England in Kolkata in April, 2016. The team
Skerritt noted that the pandemic has created “a most
will return to India in 11 months to defend the title.
challenging period for cricketers and fans alike, with all the
The Test series in November against New Zealand forms
schedules being adjusted and amended”. The New Zealand
part of the ICC World Test Championship. The West Indies
tour, he said, is “another timely opportunity to keep our
earned its first points in the ICC World Test Championship
players working and our fans entertained”.
after winning the first Test against England at in July, in what
West Indies have won just one of their last eight Tests
was an historic, first-time three-match series under bio-secure
against New Zealand, and have not beaten them at home in 25
conditions.
years.
The proposed West Indies tour to New Zealand will start at
Earlier this year, West Indies and England became the
Eden Park in Auckland for a match under lights. It then moves
first teams to resume international cricket since the global
to Mount Maunganui for two matches, one being a day match,
shutdown due to Covid-19 by playing a pioneering three-Test
and the other played under lights. West Indies will then travel
series inside a bio-secure environment.
to Hamilton for the first Test at Seddon Park, and then south
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Obituary

Sadly, Australia’s Dean Jones run out at 59

H

e left behind a legacy that cricket commentators from
now on will always cite as the handiwork of an energy
unleashed by Dean Mervyn Jones, described by Mark
Collins in The Guardian as “sparkling footwork, effervescent
strokeplay, [and] bold running between wickets”, a particularly
pioneering ‘Jonesque’ form of play that helped shape ODIs in
its early days.
In fact, ESPNcricinfo is certain Jones will be remembered
as the pioneer of such energised play in ODIs. And in his
homeland, his name will forever be associated with his
determined heroics that led to Australia’s tied Test match
against India in Madras, now Chennai.
Sadly, Jones died on September 24 following a sudden heart
attack in Mumbai. He was 59 years old. While a valiant attempt
was made to save his life using CPR during the early stages of
his trauma, Jones still succumbed, and was pronounced dead
shortly after being taken by ambulance to a nearby Mumbai
hospital.
At the time of his death, Jones was in a bio-bubble, a
commentator on the Indian Premier League broadcast team.
His sudden passing shocked the cricketing world, with one
publication, citing the trauma of the present coronavirus
onslaught, remarking that the year 2020 had now become
even worse.
Following his untimely passing, Jones was mourned
throughout the international cricketing fraternity, and
was being remembered for his highpoints in a career that
included that thrilling double-century in the famous tied
Test between India and Australia in Chennai. He played
52 Tests and 164 ODIs, and was also part of Australia’s
1987 World Cup-winning team; following retirement
from professional play in 1997-1998, he went on to
carve out a career in coaching, cricket commentary,
and as a cricket writer and columnist.
Jones was born in the Melbourne suburb
of Coburg on March 24, 1961. ESPNcricinfo
describes him as a “precocious talent for
Victoria” who was “gruffly mentored by
his father and Carlton Cricket Club legend,
Barney”. With bat in hand at Carlton, the young Jones soon
began emerging as a prodigy, Collins wrote in The Guardian’s
obituary. Collins notes that Jones’ growing proficiency on the
scoreboard saw him climbing upwards to Victoria state games
by 1982. As a growing sign of his prolificity, Collins says in
1983 Jones fell “one run short of turning his maiden century for
Victoria into a double”.
Playing for the “hard school” of the Sheffield Shield provided
tremendous exposure and experience to more competitive
cricket for the thriving Jones, Collins adds. This gruelling
exposure made him ready for the big league by the time he was
22. He was picked for his first Australian tour in the tail-end
of 1983-1984, as ESPNcricinfo notes, in the aftermath of Greg

Chappell and Dennis Lillee retiring from the game.
Jones is remembered not for scoring a ton at Port-of-Spain,
but “a meritorious 48 opposite Allan Border on debut
against the fiery West Indies” at the Queen’s Park Oval
in Trinidad. As Collins notes, it was “the toughest
assignment in the game at the time”, making the pick
for Australia, since it was a
baptism of fire that put him in
front of the fearsome phalanx of
thundering, Caribbean pacers.
As Collins narrates, “It was
Jones’s debut innings for his
country in Trinidad that he looked
back on with most pride – not
a day when he raised his
bat, but when he made
48 against the fearsome
West Indies on their own
patch.”
According to
ESPNcricinfo, “The selectors
were careful with him
thereafter, not wanting him
to suffer too much at the
hands of the same West
Indian juggernaut, and
it was not until the
1986 tour of India
that he gained a solid
opportunity to grasp.” It adds, “Informed by
Border that he would be thrust into the No. 3 spot
in Chennai, Jones responded with the innings of his
life – 210 in enervating heat that brought him to the
brink of total physical collapse, setting Australia up for a
memorable tie.”
Collins adds it was “one of the most celebrated innings
ever played” by an Australian batsman. Also, “In the intense
heat and humidity of Madras… he finished on 210 after
more than 500 minutes in the middle, so dehydrated that
he struggled to control bodily functions, partially lost his
memory of the innings, and ended up in hospital on a drip.”
It would go on to become only the second tied Test
match, with Jones’ pivotal presence causing deep, positive
repercussions for the Australian game itself. Says Collins:
“Underpinned by Jones’s bravery, it heralded not only the
beginning of his own era but the start of a new one for
Australian cricket. A year later, in 1987, back in India and
against all expectations, they held aloft the World Cup for the
first time, with Jones at No 3 instrumental.”
Collins adds, “In 1989, when Allan Border’s men reclaimed
the Ashes in England for the first time since 1934, it was
Jones who struck two centuries, earning acclaim as one of

Now Australia on front foot with BLM knee

A

ustralia’s national team did not commit enough time
to understanding and learning about the Black Lives
Matter issue before it chose not to take a knee at the
opening match of the T20I series in Southampton, team coach
Justin Langer admitted late last month.
Langer’s statement, which was reported by Daniel Brettig in
ESPNcricinfo, came following blunt criticism
from Michael Holding over Australia and
Pakistan players not taking the knee, which is a
gesture of support for Black Lives Matter.
Langer said that as Cricket Australia went
through its own extensive process of reflection
about how inclusive it has been for people
of colour, the team should have found more
time to contemplate taking a knee before the
Southampton opening game.
Australian captain, Aaron Finch’s response
did not reassure a clearly irked Holding. Finch
maintained that “education around it is more
important than the protest”.
Michael
He added: “We are really proud to play a
game where it is celebrated all around the world and anyone
can play it. It doesn't matter what race, what religion, what
nationality you are from. Cricket is a game for everyone, and I
am really proud about that.”
Holding was unimpressed with Finch’s response, saying, “I
don’t care about the politics behind Black Lives Matter. I care
about those three words: black lives matter. It is time for the
world to accept that black lives matter, and move towards that
agreement and realisation.”
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Responding to Holding, Langer said: “In terms of the taking
a knee, to be completely honest we could have talked more
about it perhaps leading up to that first game. There was so
much going on leading up to us getting here, maybe we should
have thought and talked a bit more about it.”
He added, “What we do talk about in the team is we want
to have a response that is sustained and
powerful, and it can go, not just in one action,
but sustained periods, not just throughout
this series, throughout our summer, but
throughout time. We’re looking at ways.”
Also, “I know there is a lot of talk going on
within our group about how we can. I know
there is a lot of talking going on about the
Australian women’s team as well – about how
we can have a sustained and powerful response
to Black Lives Matter. It’s incredibly important,
and I just hope, and certainly from Mikey’s
point of view, I hope if it looked like there was
a lack of respect there, that certainly wasn’t the
Holding
intention of our team.”
Langer said moving forward, the team remains aware of the
BLM statement, “and when Mikey says what he says, then it’s
certainly worth listening to, and we’ll be doing that”.
Langer confessed he, and others, had been stopped in their
tracks by Holding’s dismay. Said Langer: “…Holding is one of
the great people of world sport, and certainly our game... When
someone like Michael says something like that, it is certainly
important we all listen to it. It was a powerful statement by
Mikey...”

Wisden’s five cricketers of the year. Twin tons against Pakistan
the following home summer, along with a torrent of runs in
Australia’s fluorescent one-day gold uniform, showed the man
at his most prolific.”
While he was “much-loved and highly regarded across
the commentary world”, as ESPNcricinfo notes, Jones’ postprofessional cricket life as a broadcaster
was not without its moments of
controversy. It was in 2006 when
he landed in hot water, following a
discriminatory remark that insulted the
South African Muslim batsman Hashim
Amla. Though not commentating
at the time, Jones described Amla
as “the terrorist” on live television,
a comment that was picked up by a
hot microphone. He was immediately
sacked from the commentary team, and
later issued a statement of regret while
awaiting a flight out of Colombo, Sri
Lanka.
Jones also famously got on the bad
side of the West Indian legend, Curtly
Ambrose. According to Collins, in
what was typical of the Jones’ attitude
of all-or-nothing attitude, he writes it
was in early 1993 when Jones made “the
ill-considered decision to demand…
Ambrose remove the sweatbands from
his wrists during a limited-overs final”.
As Collins notes, “Not for the first or last time, he pulled the
wrong rein that night, inspiring a match-winning spell from his
adversary…”
Following his passing, Cricket Australia chairman Earl
Eddings, said: “…Jones was a hero to a generation of cricketers
and will forever be remembered as a legend of this great game.
Anyone who watched cricket in the 1980s and 1990s will fondly
recall his cavalier approach at the crease and the incredible
energy and passion he brought to every game he played.
Although many remember him for his brilliance in the 50-over
game, arguably Jones’ finest moment in the national team came
in scorching conditions in Chennai in 1986, where his selfless
and courageous innings of 210 helped Australia to a famous tie
against India.”
He added: “Jones remained an immensely popular figure in
Australian and Victorian cricket throughout his life and was a
much-loved columnist and commentator in every corner of the
cricketing world. This is a truly sad day.”
An insight into Jones’ other life beyond the field of play, in
2006 he was appointed a member of the Order of Australia
for services rendered to cancer fundraising. Last year, he was
inducted into the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame. (RK)

NZC’s fortunes improving

I

n what is a saving attempt to keep professional cricket
going despite Covid-19’s impact, New Zealand
last week secured a home Twenty20 International
series against Australia for next year, to be played in late
February and early March.
As ESPNcricinfo reported last week, even while these
games are being played, at the same time the team will
be in a Test series in South Africa. It means New Zealand
should be coming close to a more complete schedule than
might have been expected given the Covid-19 pandemic.
Last week New Zealand Cricket also announced it
would go ahead with the Test Championship series against
the West Indies and Pakistan as outlined in the Future
Tours Program. Also, it will be fulfilling a commitment to
play limited-overs matches against Bangladesh.
For New Zealand, it means the only home series
that did not come off due to the pandemic relative to
its original, futured matches is the tour by Sri Lanka.
However, the plan with the Australian T20I in early 2021
should boost dwindling NZC coffers.
Among other tours now being worked on is for the
New Zealand women’s team to host England for a series
in February-March next year. Also, there are negotiations
underway for an Australian tour of New Zealand.
“Hosting these tours is incredibly important to us for
two reasons: international cricket brings in revenue that
funds the entire game of cricket in New Zealand; and,
also, it’s crucial that we look after the fans... especially
during these difficult times,” NZC chief executive David
White told ESPNcricinfo last week.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

647-894-0764

Festival Condos

647-297-8222

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Zafar Twaheer
Sales Representative
647-708-4772

Star ting
from Low
$400’s!

Festival Condos
in Vaughan
at Highway
7 and Jane! Has
over 100,000 SF of
retail/office space,
a pedestrian mews
with a central piazza
and park, all steps
to the GTA’s newest
subway node, VMC
station. Price lists
and floor plans
available soon.

Sterling Estates
An intimate enclave of distinctively mod- Star ting
from Low
ern homes steps from Wasaga Beach’s
$400’s!
largest shopping
centre and close
to the worldfamous beachlined shores of
Georgian Bay.
Register with
us for prices,
plans and other
details about this
project!

!

d
l
o

S

$1,199,000
TORONTO

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3
bedroom, 4 washrooms, Detached Home in York.
Huge Backyard. Conveniently Located Within
Walking Distance To amenities and schools.
Extremely Close Proximity to Public Transit! A
Great Place to Call Home.

Omnis Insurance

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Everything you could possibly want and more can be found
right here! Located on the shores of the Welland Canal at
Prince Charles Dr S & Lincoln St! Placing future residents’
moments from Seaway Mall, Smart Centers Welland, Niagara
College, Highway 406, Welland County General Hospital, and
so much more all while being surrounded by a fantastic assortment of outdoor amenities!

Live
Free
For 1
Year!!

Artform Condos

Whitby
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Kiwi Condos

Artform is an emblem of style,
design, and poise. It acknowledges that art leads any great
revival, forcing us to look to the
future for inspiration. Artform’s
17 stories of bold, creative flair
intersect with thoughtful, clean
aesthetics to create the perfect
marriage of art and design.
Brick, metal, stone, and glass
come together in an architectural masterpiece of geometry
and creativity.

Unique 2 Bedroom End Unit
on Oak St. With Side Entrance.
Large Open Den or Office
Space! 2 Full Baths, Large
Open Concept Kitchen/Living Area. Lots of Storage in the
Basement. Huge 14X14 Private
Deck. Close To 401.

$689,900

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

An iconic 14-storey
condominium.
Hamilton’s urban art
district is the heart
of modern style and
new ideas, and Kiwi
is here to bring you
straight to the heart
of King William,
where vibrant city
life and unique
opportunities never
stop!

Coming Soon!

Upper Vista Condo

Shawn Ambedkar
Sales Representative

Newly-renovated 3 Bedrooms Detached Home
with Basement in-law Suite
in Highly Sought-After
North Whitby Community.
Ceramic Floor & Mirrored
Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities and
407/401 Highways. Private
Backyard W/ No Neighbours in the Back.

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

Empire Calderwood
A special community nestled beside all the amenities the area
has to offer, but with less traffic and noise, Empire Calderwood
is the perfect community for families looking to experience
life with a little more ease. Located in the heart of the Niagara
region, Calderwood welcomes those looking to settle down
in a neighbourhood that is conveniently located minutes from
schools, parks, entertainment and more.

24

Daniels FirstHome
The Daniels Corporation and Diamond Corp. are proud to
present Daniels FirstHome™ Markham Sheppard, a fresh,
new community of Scandinavian-inspired boutique 6-storey
condominium residences and townhomes. Just minutes away
from Centennial College, the 401, beautiful parks, shopping,
and dining.
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INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

