CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Guyana, McMaster sign
physician training MOU

Signing of the MOU at McMaster University: in photo are (front row, left to right) Karen
Belaire, Dr Frank Anthony, & Dean Dr Paul O’Byrne; back row, left to right are Bruce Squires,
Dr Ronald Barr, Dr Narendra Singh, & Dr Angelo Mikrogianakis

Toronto – Guyana’s Minister of Health
Dr Frank Anthony made a recent trip to
Toronto and Hamilton where he finalised
a Memorandum of Understanding with
McMaster University.
The signing of the MOU set in motion a
partnership in which McMaster University
has agreed to facilitate the training of
Guyanese physicians in various sub-specialties. In return, McMaster will continue
to expand its global health and research
initiatives with a major focus in Guyana.
Anthony was accompanied at the signing
by Dr Narendra Singh, Associate Professor
of Pediatrics at McMaster University, and
President of Guyana Help the Kids.
GHTK is an NGO that is partnering with
Guyana to address its high infant mortality.
Also signing the MOU with Anthony
were Dr Paul O’Byrne, Dean, Faculty of
Health Sciences; and Karen Belaire, Chair,
Board of Directors, St Joseph Health
Systems, International Outreach Program.
See Page 9: Guyana govt

INSURANCE

www.omesh.com

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

City of Markham and Humber College officials, students, & community members at the official
announcement of the scholarship & career development initiative (Humber Communications photo)

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Markham Fire, Humber College focus on diversity

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Markham – Markham Fire and Emergency Services and
Humber College have entered a unique agreement aimed at
enhancing inclusion while reducing participation barriers for
Black, Indigenous, and Racialised Markham students who
wish to build a career in firefighting.
This agreement creates a complete package of scholarships, equipment, supports for training and certification,
summer job placements, and mentorship to prime students
for success.
“[MFES] has a strong commitment to increase diversity
within… to ensure the department reflects our community,”
said Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti.
He added, “This exciting agreement with Humber College
allows us to work together to increase access to the MFES for

E

Jamieson

S

Queen St.

West Lodge

W

Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

racialised groups, while providing quality training and mentorship to students. This program is not only a testament to
our commitment to remove barriers for racialised students
seeking to build a career in firefighting, but also our commitment to champion our rich diversity.”
Humber will offer eight scholarships, two each for
four school terms, for students to study for a two-year
Fire Services diploma, followed by a one-year Pre-Service
Firefighter Education and Training program.
MFES will provide the students’ equipment, pay for their
DZ vehicle license and Ontario Fire Administration Inc
certification.
“The initiative launched by MFES in collaboration with
See Page 3: Markham

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$699,000

$497,000
Beautiful Tri-del

Wealth Booster

Rent money never comes back. Invest only $30,000
and own a lovely condo in Etobicoke with state-ofthe-art amenities such as concierge services, large
pool, gym, guest suites, sauna, business room, car
wash station & locker. Features 1 bdrm, balcony,
open concept living/dining & a gourmet kitchen.

Quiet residential neighbourhood in Georgetown
close to the GO station and million-dollar homes.
Features a premium 50’x132’ lot. This well-cared
for property has a detached double car garage
with a workshop, 2 bedrooms, updated electrical,
plumbing, and insulation. Neat bargain.

O

Accent of value. Lovely condo suite with modern
amenities, spacious balcony, granite counters,
and stainless steel appliancess. Principal bedroom
features a walk-in closet. Impressive open concept
design with lots of natural light, laminate floors and
ensuite laundry room. Smart buy.

S

An Enticing Temptation

LD

$398,000

$498,000
L(0)(0)k At This Value
Richly renovated townhome in a very private
courtyard setting. Features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
laminate, and ceramic floors. Impressively large
with a modern kitchen, new washroom vanities,
and modern light fixtures. This is an invitation to
happiness.

$499,900

$529,900

Here’s A Must

Quiet and peaceful building in North Etobicoke.
Features 2 bedroom plus a den, 2 full bathrooms,
combined living and dining room, principal room
with full ensuite and walk-in closet, spacious
kitchen. Includes fridge, stove, washer, and dryer.
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O
O
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Welcome home to this X-Large corner suite with
a lovely city view. Nicely upgraded with laminate
floors, modern lighting, and ensuite laundry. If you
love open concept and natural light, then this is the
ideal suite. We invite you to look.

S

Fine Living

$529,900

S

S

O

LD

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large, Luxurious, Lovable

Here is a jump ahead of the competition. Impressive suite with an open concept living and dining
room, large solarium, master bedroom with a full
ensuite, large closet and private balcony, 2 bdrms,
2 baths, laundry room, and a gourmet kitchen.
Suite overlooks Etobicoke ravine.

$529,000

Prime Mississauga Location
Lovely low-rise condo in central Mississauga, near
Square One. Spacious open concept main floor
suite with large sun-drenched windows & beautiful
hardwood. Perfect suite with a large walkout patio
accessible from both living room and 2nd bdrm!
Close to hwys, schools & Sq. One. A must to see.
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DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Executive Director of One Love Family Services, Habeeb Alli (left), with Ameena, Sultana, & Mohamed Yar at
the hamper distribution that took place on November 6 & November 7

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

One Love hosts Remembrance Day food drive

By Arti Panday
ne Love Family Services once again hosted a food
drive, this time for Remembrance Day. Throughout
the weekend of November 6 to November 7 around
700 hampers were distributed across the Greater Toronto Area.
Focused on giving back to all communities, One Love
Family Services is inclusive and aims to celebrate, honour and
accommodate those of all cultures and religious backgrounds.
Culturally appropriate food hampers, which include five staple
foods as well as assorted additional items, are regularly distributed to families in need through curbside pickup.
Volunteers also deliver hampers to families who cannot

O

attend in person to accept donations. Monthly hamper distribution generally takes place during the first weekend of every
month.
Habeeb Alli, Executive Director of One Love Family Services,
along with his team of dedicated volunteers, collaborate to gather donations and parcel them accordingly for families in need.
The next food drive will take place on the weekend of
December 4 to December 5, in time for the upcoming holiday
season. Individuals and organisations interested in partnering
with One Love Family Services, or making a contribution to
this worthy cause, can learn more at by visiting its website, or
by calling 416-823-1738.

Markham Fire, Humber team up to promote inclusion

Scholarship applicants must live, work, or attend school in
From Page 1
Humber College has the potential to be truly transformational Markham, and identify as Black, Indigenous, and Racialised.
for the community. This programme is filled with several key In consultation with these identified communities via varielements that will enhance the process of forging meaningful ous community partners and groups, MFES have selected
the first two scholarship recipients for the
relationships between the community, City
September 2021 intake.
of Markham and private institutions as
“This scholarship from the City of
they seek to address racial systemic issues,”
Markham will further support Humber’s
said Lisa-Joy Facey, president, Markham
efforts for diversity and inclusion, and racial
African Caribbean Canadian Association.
and gender equality for students who wish
Facey also noted, “It is my hope that the
to build a career in the fire services,” said
recipients of this program will embrace this
Amanda Baskwill, associate dean, Faculty
opportunity, and in turn play an active role
of Health Sciences and Wellness at Humber
in making sure their communities thrive.”
College.
During the school term, each student
Additionally, “Scholarships like these will
will be paired with a current MFES staff
also help our program attract more students
member who will provide mentorship, and
who resemble the communities where they
keep them connected to the fire service.
will work. A more inclusive fire service
Each student will also be offered summer
improves a team’s innovation and problememployment in the administration office to
solving abilities because of the different perlearn other areas of the fire service, and to
spectives and experiences each individual
build relationships.
Frank Scarpitti
brings.”
Scholarship students who successfully
The next intake for the 2022 to 2023 school year will be made
complete their schooling and certification will be offered a job
interview with MFES. Successful candidates will be offered in February 2022, with more information to follow on the City’s
website.
employment as a Markham firefighter.

Ajax residents invited to celebrate expanded Merry & Bright

Ajax – Ajax Council invites residents, businesses, and community groups to once again participate in TOA Merry &
Bright from November 15 to December 24.
Even better than last year, the expanded 2021 program will
help make this year’s holiday season even more memorable.
It will feature four ways to participate: Celebrate, Connect,
Illuminate, and Support.
Celebrate the season with Santa’s Drive-Thru Spectacle of
Lights on November 27 starting at 6 p.m. taking place at the
Ajax Downs Racetrack.
Enjoy music, festive floats and Santa’s annual visit, all from
the comfort and warmth of your vehicle. Perfect for all ages!
Registration opens online November 16 at 2 p.m. and is
required!
Connect – live theatre is back! Connect with the community
on December 4 at the St Francis Centre. Laugh out loud at
DuffleBag Theatre's version of ’Twas the Night Before Christmas
– a timeless and interactive holiday story providing family

3

fun for all ages! Show times are 1 p.m. or 3:30 p.m. and tickets
are only $20 each (HST included), available online starting
November 15.
Illuminate – Light up the Town: Holiday Light Tour offers an
opportunity to experience a self-guided Holiday light “twinkle
tour” throughout TOA, running from November 22 - December
24. Add your home to the interactive map.
Support – The annual Mayor and Council Toy & Food Drive
is accepting donations from November 22 - December 10, and is
an opportunity for residents, businesses, and community groups
to give back. All donations will support local Ajax charities and
families in need.
Said Mayor Shaun Collier: “No matter what your faith or
traditions, Ajax is proud to present this year’s expanded Merry
and Bright programming which offers opportunities to celebrate
safely. There is something for the entire family to enjoy, and I
am excited to welcome you back to an annual favourite – in a
Covid-19 friendly style.”

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Liberals’ plan protects vulnerable, prevents closures

Steven Del Luca

Toronto — Covid-19 case counts have
been on the rise in Ontario and the Science
Advisory Table projects that this will likely
result in increased ICU occupancy.
Several jurisdictions around the world are
already experiencing deadly resurgences, with
many European countries having to re-impose
restrictions as they try to deal with the surge of
cases, hospitalisations, and deaths.
“Doug Ford seems to be doing nothing to
stop yet another deadly, but preventable fifth
wave of Covid-19,” said Ontario Liberal Leader,
Steven Del Duca.
He added, “That’s why Ontario Liberals
have put in the work to create a real plan to
protect our most vulnerable and prevent any
more closures.”

NDP calls for lowering of cost of living
Queen’s Park — Official Opposition NDP
Leader Andrea Horwath has called on the
legislature to join her in turning around Doug
Ford’s low-wage policy, to tackle the high cost
of living, and for implementation of $10-a-day
childcare.
“For years, it has been getting harder to
afford the life we’re working hard for, and to
give our kids the kinds of opportunities their
parents and grandparents had — the chance to
buy a home, get ahead of the bills, and save for
the future. People deserve so much better,” said
Horwath.
Doug Ford has
stalled a $10-perday childcare plan
from Ottawa, while
parents shell out
sky-high fees month
after month. He
refuses to regulate
gas prices, or to take
action on housing
or hydro prices, she
Andrea Horwath
said.
Added to that, Ford’s low-wage policy
means he has legislated a wage cap that forces
the wages of workers in health care and education to fall behind the cost of living, and held
back minimum wage for three years.
This has sent a shockwave right through the
middle class, holding wages down while the
price of everything goes up.
Said Horwath: “It doesn’t have to be this
way. Instead of focusing on Ford’s buddies, let
us focus on working folks and what they need
to build the best life here.”
Horwath’s motion calls for Ford to end his
low wage policy, restore the lost earnings of
workers affected by his minimum wage freeze,
which amounts to at least $5,300; and to take
real action on unaffordable rent and soaring
home prices.
Also, to work with the federal government
to implement $10-a-day childcare; provide
financial assistance for small businesses affected by the pandemic; and keep its promises to
lower the cost of hydro, auto insurance and
gasoline.
On working with the federal government
on $10-a-day childcare, along with the NDP’s
Early Learning and Childcare critic Bhutila
Karpoche, Horwath called on the Ford government to stop holding up the deal with Ottawa.
Horwath and Karpoche released the following statement: “Ontario parents are drowning
in the highest child care fees in the country,
and they can’t wait any longer for relief from
these mortgage-sized monthly costs. Childcare
is just one of the many rising costs squeezing
family budgets as the price of everything from
milk to rent and hydro goes up and up.”
They added, “Other provinces were able to
get a deal done with the federal government.
But instead of rushing to bring families relief
on childcare fees, the Ford government is dragging its feet and refusing to file the paperwork
— apparently unwilling to get a deal.”
Also, “Ontario parents with little ones

deserve so much better than the sky-high
childcare fees being charged under the previous Liberal government, and now the Ford
government. They deserve universal, public
and non-profit high-quality $10-a-day childcare. If Doug Ford won’t get a deal on $10-aday childcare done, an NDP government will
as part of its commitment to make life more
affordable for families in our province.”

To mitigate a fifth wave in Ontario, the
Ontario Liberal Party is putting forward a
three point plan that covers mandatory vaccinations, ventilation, and mandating safety for
all Ontarians.
With its vaccination plan, the call is for
inoculations for all front line healthcare workers, education workers, and for workers in settings that require a vaccine certificate.
Ontario Liberals are also calling for an
aggressive and robust vaccine roll-out plan
for five to 11 year old children that includes
a public education component for parents/
guardians, and children on the effectiveness of
the vaccine.
It includes ensuring that mobile vaccine
clinics are held in each school, where feasible
and desired, and focussing first on more at-risk
communities.
Also, the call is for an aggressive and robust
roll-out plan for third dose boosters, especially
among the more elderly and vulnerable populations. Along with this, a pre-booking option
for vaccination of children, and for booster
doses, should be made available as other provinces like British Columbia are already doing.
The call is also for immediate addition of
the Covid-19 vaccine to the list of vaccines
that are required to attend school under the

Immunisation of Schools Pupil Act for 12-17
year old students.
Regarding ventilation, Ontario Liberals
are calling for recognition of the science that
Covid-19 is an airborne virus.
The government should support improved
ventilation (HVAC) and filtration (HEPA) in
indoor public settings, including businesses as
recommended by the Science Table.
Also, the government should promote the
use of high quality masks, including three-ply,
surgical, or respirator masks.
For its position on mandating safety, the
Ontario Liberals are calling for strengthening
the province’s Covid-19 vaccine certificate to
ensure it is both secure and verifiable, by moving to the exclusive use of the QR code as proof
of vaccination. It also wants to support businesses in ensuring that the QR code is used to
access the facility.
It is also seeking to reinforce masking in
large indoor settings; make rapid tests more
accessible, especially during the holiday season
when families will gather indoors.
Also, the Liberals want to ensure that all
Ontarians have ten paid sick days, and to take
immediate action to stop the disturbing rise in
harassment and threats against the province’s
health care heroes.

customer.
The project will create 50 new jobs and will
retain 81 existing positions.
“We are very grateful for the assistance
from the Ontario government in supporting
the local auto manufacturing sector here in
Chatham,” said Aly Rahemtulla, Owner &
CEO of Onbelay Automotive.
Rahemtulla added, “Onbelay Automotive
is pleased to make this significant investment
to upgrade equipment and machinery, create

new employment in the area and help make
Onbelay more competitive in the global supply
chain.”
Ontario is investing more than $100 million
through the Regional Development Program
from 2019 to 2023 to support distinct regional
priorities and challenges. The program provides
cost-shared funding to businesses, municipalities, and economic development organisations
to help local communities attract investment,
diversify their economies, and create jobs.

Belle River & Chatham auto manufacturing gets govt boost

Belle River & Chatham – The Ontario government is supporting an investment of $2.6
million by CNCTech.com Inc and Onbelay
Automotive Inc to help strengthen local manufacturing.
The move will create good jobs, and attract
investment to Belle River and Chatham and the
surrounding regions.
The province is investing more than
$390,000 in the auto manufacturing business
through the Regional Development Program,
which will help create 55 jobs, and retain an
additional 89 jobs.
“The Regional Development Program continues to support local manufacturers through
targeted investments in local businesses to create good, local jobs,” said Vic Fedeli, Minister
of Economic Development, Job Creation, and
Trade.
Fedeli added, “This project is making a
significant impact in communities in the Belle
River region and Southwestern Ontario economy by investing in Ontario’s talented workforce, creating the conditions for long-term
economic growth.”
He also thanked CNCTech.com and Onbelay
Automative for contributing to “our province’s
growing auto manufacturing sector”.
CNCTech.com Inc. will focus on investment
in new machinery and software technologies
that will increase manufacturing automation
resulting in increased production.
Supported by $255,164 from the
Southwestern Ontario Development Fund, the
project will help meet increasing demand from
the electric vehicle industry, create production
capacity to diversify its offerings to other customer groups, and increase output.
The project will create five jobs and retain
eight existing jobs.
“We are excited and grateful for the
opportunity to expand our business with the
Southwestern Ontario Development Fund,”
said Donny Butler, President of CNCTech.
com Inc.
He added, “By using the most advanced
automation and machining technology, we are
able to attract new customers and compete on
a global scale.”
Onbelay Automotive Inc is investing
$956,455 to upgrade equipment and machinery
and project facility modifications.
With $143,468 from the Southwestern
Ontario Fund, Onbelay Automotive will support a significant influx of new volume involving the forming, production, coating, and
assembly of stabiliser bars from a large existing
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Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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Festivities begin at Burlington Performing Arts
Burlington – The fifth Annual Festival of Trees and other Royal Botanical Gardens; Son of a Peach Pizzeria/The Sunshine
festive holiday programming are returning to The Burlington Doughnut Co.; The Cover Guy; Thrive Massage Therapy and
Performing Arts Centre!
Wellness.
The Burlington Performing Arts Centre’s fifth Annual
The best time to view the display of trees is prior to the
Festival of Trees will be sparking yuletide joy in the community upcoming festive live performances, with holiday favourites
from November 18-December
performed by artists includ18. Viewing is from noon to
ing Chantal Kreviazuk on
4:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
December 5; Sean Cullen’s
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and
Christmas Cocktail Hour feaSunday, as well as one hour
turing Hawksley Workman on
prior to all performances.
December 15; Andy Kim with
For over four weeks, BPAC’s
Ron Sexsmith, Sean Cullen,
Family Lobby will be filled with
and more on December 31.
a dazzling assortment of six
The performances kick off
foot pre-lit Christmas trees.
starting November 26 with
The trees have been generously
Canadian Brass: Making Spirits
donated by Canadian Tire –
Bright at 8 p.m.
Burlington Stores, and uniqueWith an international repuly decorated and sponsored by
tation as one of the most popBPAC’s annual Festival of Trees is now underway
benevolent businesses.
ular brass ensembles today,
Visitors have the opportuniGrammy-winning and JUNO
ty to take home one or more of
nominated Canadian Brass has
the decorated trees by entering
truly earned the distinction of
a silent auction. Simply view
“the world’s most famous brass
the trees in-person and then
group”.
place a bid. All proceeds supMasters of concert presenport the Burlington Performing
tations, Canadian Brass has
Arts Centre, and no bid is too
developed a uniquely engaggenerous!
ing stage presence and rapDuring the Festival of Trees,
port with audiences for over
BPAC is also collecting dona50 years! The hallmark of any
tions of new, unwrapped toys
Canadian Brass performance
to be distributed to those in
is entertainment, spontaneity,
need in the community. Please drop off toy drive donations in virtuosity and, most of all, fun – but never at the expense of the
Canadian Tire’s classic pick-up truck parked in the BPAC Lobby. music. Whatever the style, the music is central and performed
Thanks go out to the Christmas tree sponsors: Active with utmost dedication, skill, and excellence.
Parents; Aldershot Village BIA; American Women’s Club
Canadian Brass will make the spirits bright with masterof Southern Ontario; Burlington Post; Fairhome Interiors; ful and fun performances of ‘Carol of the Bells’, ‘It’s the Most
Frederikse Law; Harmony Fine Jewellers; Laurel Steel; Long Wonderful Time of the Year’, ‘You’re a Mean One, Mr Grinch’,
& McQuade; Molinaro Group; Museums of Burlington; OPP ‘Penny Lane’, ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’, and more.
Victim Assistance Volunteer Program; PV&V Insurance Centre;
Make a live performance together a new holiday tradition.
Rebecca Keddy Real Estate Group from Davenport Realty; Tickets and gift certificates always make great gifts.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

481 new cases in Ontario
Toronto – Ontario health officials reported 481 new
cases of Covid-19 yesterday, with one new death that
pushed the total number of coronavirus-related fatalities
closer to the 10,000 mark at 9,938. The latest data were
reported by both CBC News and CTV News.
Yesterday’s total number of new infections followed the
552 tally on Monday, 666 new positive tests cases recorded
on Sunday, with Saturday recording 661.
CTV News and CBC News also reported that Ontario’s
rolling seven-day average stood at 579, up from 492 exactly a week ago last Tuesday.
According to yesterday’s data, out of the 481 reported
new cases, 236 involved unvaccinated persons, with 18
partially vaccinated, and 38 individuals whose vaccination
status were unknown. The remaining 189 infections were
fully vaccinated persons.
Also, according to the health data, at least 301 persons
were in hospital as a result of Covid-19 infections. Out of
this 301 total of hospitalised, 102 were unvaccinated, 17
partially vaccinated, and 73 fully vaccinated.
There were 139 patients ICU, health officials revealed.
Yesterday, the number of recovered patients in Ontario
stood at 593,454. The latest Covid-19 cases reported in the
Greater Toronto Area saw 56 new cases in Toronto, 31 in
Peel Region, 23 new cases in York Region, and 17 in the
Durham Region.
Outside of the GTA, regions that reported more than
30 new infections were Northwestern (41), Ottawa (31),
and Simcoe-Muskoka (33). All the other regions reported
fewer than 30 new cases.
Earlier this week Ontario reported that 11,160,503
people in Ontario have received both doses of a Covid-19
vaccine, and are considered fully vaccinated. Over 22.7
million vaccine doses have been administered in the province since the rollout began last year.

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
5
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Editorials

Expensive PCR test

I

t is encouraging that Ottawa is willing to reconsider
its expensive PCR test requirement for returning
travellers arriving at the Canada-US land border. At
this time, Canada requires anyone entering or re-entering
the country to show proof of a negative PCR test taken 72
hours before arrival, along with evidence indicating fullvaccination against Covid-19.
Following sustained push-back here at home and from
the US, earlier this month Canada’s Chief Public Health
Officer Theresa Tam said the government was re-examining the PCR test requirement. According to the reports,
Tam indicated that Ottawa might be about to remove the
requirement, saying, “Just to reassure everybody …we are
looking at that quite carefully.”
Known as a molecular test, the PCR tests cost between
$150 to $300, and must be taken within 72 hours of arriving at a northbound land border crossing between Canada
and the US. Such an expense becomes prohibitive for a
travelling family of five, for example, since it means an
additional $1,000-plus in travel expenses.
Meanwhile, the recommendation by scientists is that
Ottawa look at requesting the less expensive and faster
antigen tests, which while more convenient, could also be
less reliable. But as the scientists are saying, it would make
more sense to utilise this antigen test since it is performed
upon arrival at the border, is available within 15 minutes,
and is closer to the time of re-entry into Canada.
However, by now many in our community are aware
from the media reports that with diligence and research it
is possible to receive free Covid-19 PCR tests while in the
US. As was reported recently, a few fortunate Canadians
have discovered that the US government fully funds these
tests. And as CBC News indicated last week, the “free” test is
a measure put in place by the US government to make low
or no-cost Covid-19 tests available to everyone, including
those without medical insurance.
Apparently, as enterprising Canadian visitors to the US
have discovered, with thorough investigative work and
diligence, pharmacies such as Walgreens could be visited at
drive-throughs where the PCR test is conducted, with the
cost passed on to the US government.
While Tam has reassuringly indicated that Ottawa is
actively re-assessing the costly PCR test for travel between
Canada and the US, at the same time consideration should
also be given to other Canadians who have connections
with homelands that are further abroad.
For many in our community in the GTA, while reopened
borders in our Caribbean homelands are a welcome move,
the prohibitive fees for PCR testing to return to Canada
make it difficult, and financially distressing, for many of us
to consider being reunited with relatives back home.
It is thus that the Canadian should similarly reconsider
this expensive PCR test requirement due to the divisive and
financially debilitating impact it is creating within communities as ours, where many among us are being prevented
from reuniting with loved ones back in our homelands.

Rarely around the WI

S

tabroek News’ bitter, angry Editorial following the
uninspiring performance by the West Indies team at
the World Cup T20 2021 tournament serves only to
confirm that the once mighty can fall even lower.
If fans back home and in the diaspora had not lost hope
right after selection of the team was announced, it took
the first game for complete disillusionment following their
absymal performance during the first World Cup game.
Imagine at such a level of the cricket that a once mighty
team as the West Indies could only scrape together a paltry 55 runs in 14.2 overs against England; barely eke out
a three-run win against Bangladesh, and then be totally
dominated by South Africa, Sri Lanka, and Australia.
As Stabroek News noted, “Whenever one thinks that the
West Indies have hit rock bottom, they find a way to burrow further into the core of doom and gloom.”
Perhaps the time has come for regional leaders to intervene yet again in the administration of the game.
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Rebels strike NE India

or several decades, Indian forces have suffered losses,
both on duty, and from stress, as ambush, kidnapping,
ransom, and killings recur, and trouble spots multiply,
as new gangs erupt, some with foreign support and instigation.
The latest attack occurred in Manipur, a northeastern hotbed of terror, when over 30 rebels of the United
Liberation Front of Asom, and Nationalist
Socialist Council of Nagaland ambushed a convoy of the Khuga Battalion, Assam Rifles, Indian
Army, killing its commander, Colonel Viplav
Tripathi (41), his wife Anuja (36), son Abir, (4),
four soldiers, and injured several others.
The terrorists were well-armed, with bombs and Kalashnikov
rifles, and had infiltrated from China, which is believed to
harbour, arm, and supply them. The attack was
well-planned and initiated with a bomb against
the Commander’s vehicle.
The Manipur-based militant groups, People’s
Liberation Army, and the Manipur Naga People’s
Front, claimed responsibility for the attack.
According to the South Asia Terrorism Portal,
terrorists have killed more than 6,370 people in
Manipur since 1992.
The area teems with separatists, with several groups wanting pieces of India, like separatist
Sikhs craving Punjab, and Muslims Northern
India. This agitation coincides with unrestrained
buying of converts.
In my book India, Under Siege, I noted, “Activists openly
agitate in Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura and Mizoram,
preaching discord and hate. It would be fair if people willingly
converted, but local and foreign evangelists seem untouched by
fairness, ethics, respect or tolerance, and, surprisingly, are tolerated by India, but not monitored by their principals for errors re
Indian history or culture. Corrections are late and not as widely
publicised or stressed as the initial error. Indian evangelists are
especially venomous. Anti-Hindu invective prevails, and publicity
attracts ample external funding…”
Few reports of communal clashes stress the unrelenting
campaign by Muslims for an Islamic State, infiltration of
Bangladeshi squatters into West Bengal, and north-eastern
States, virtually merging them with Bangladesh; rebels hope to
choke the “chicken-neck” isthmus connecting West Bengal and
Assam (arrow on map). Indian PM Narendra Modi declared a

national strategy of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,” (All together,
development for all), and tackled the vexed issue of the Nagas.
Underdeveloped “Nagaland, with fourteen tribes, had been
in turmoil for some time, with seven groups demanding a special
constitution and flag. Talks with INC had stalled. On August 3,
2015, Modi’s government resumed meetings and
signed a framework agreement with the largest
Mohan
group, Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland,
Ragbeer led by Isak Muivah (NSCN-IM). The talks included
issues under the Look East Policy, which was started in 1991 by PM N. Rao, after the fall of the USSR,
and the resulting damage to India-USSR trade. The policy was a
shift and involved Nagaland and neighbour states in developing
trade with SE Asia.
“ … there was hope that the new peace will
allow the Nagas to see that in the modern world
with large power blocks, which prey on small
nations, they would fare better as part of India;
it was unlikely that they could sway neighbours
to surrender the bits of their territory Nagas were
claiming (see map, dark grey).
The Government had relied on an end of guerilla actions after 2015, to bring peace and improve
the economy. Years have passed, but the rebels have
failed to unite; several have left the NSCN-IM,
which has persisted in claiming a separate constitution and flag, refusing to ratify deals, while its militants bully and tax people, and otherwise behave as
if autonomous. They also extort from neighbours in Manipur and
Arunachal Pradesh, where they claim territory. Failure to resolve
this will delay peace in the North East, mar interstate relations,
and Modi’s ‘Act East’ policy, which promised to bring industrial
development to the north-eastern states, including transportation
corridors to neighbours Myanmar and Thailand. Separatists seem
oblivious to the stagnation and instability of small isolated states,
and loss of the protection they get as part of large nations.”
The above remarks apply equally to all rebel groups in NE
India. ULFA has been outlawed and Baruah lives in China, yet
China denies sheltering him.
Meanwhile two young female journalists posing in Tripura
as students have been charged with spreading fake news of
damage to mosques in Tripura triggering reactions as far as
Maharashtra. It would be interesting to see Modi’s response to
the latest murders.

Early lessons point to a greater purpose in life

I

always got into trouble whenever my boyhood nemesis
Davey came to our front gate. This time I offended with
discourtesy and one of the seven deadly sins, and was
punished by my mother, the verdict from her maternal, judicial
elevation summarily sentencing me to kneeling for half an hour
on the multipurpose kitchen “grater”.
For the few among us unfamiliar with this
utensil, back then it was a homemade kitchen
Romeo
food processor for grating green mangoes for
Kaseram
chutneys, or shredding roasted copra for the
hotly-peppered, seasoned coconut chokha.
Graters back then were not the store-bought,
multipurpose utensil we have today with four sides for cutting,
slicing, and grating. Back then, they were fashioned from a side
cut out of large, silver tins containing bulk cooking oil bought
by shopkeepers. These tins had around the same capacity as the
large blue bottles in today’s office water dispensers, and were
coveted when empty. They were usually promised to customers
who were prompt with payments to their “trust”, or credit bill.
The lucky villager who acquired the empty oil container
quickly repurposed it as a container for “fulling” water at our
eternal village spring on which a well had been built some time
before the turn of the last century.
It took know-how to repurpose this tin into a water container. First its top was removed with a can opener, with the sharp,
jagged edges pounded down. Then a handle the width of the
inside of the tin was fashioned from a thick, round branch from
a guava or mango tree, tightly wedged into the top, and securely
nailed down on both sides.
Today the memory remains of my tiny frame agilely leaping
out of the way of women leaving the well in single file. It was a
difficult path, the women negotiating the narrow, uneven dirt
track leading away from the well, their heads weighted down
with the containers brimming with earth-cold well-water that
slopped down faces and backs with each uneven misstep.
To nimbly dart out of the way was to capture in an epiphanic,
photographic moment their faces distorted with concentration,
bodies heaving with tension to minimise spilling the precious
water during the kilometre-long trek back to the village.
It was a choreography of precarity, each woman holding a
hand upwards to steady the weighty container, the other arm
akimbo on the hip for counterbalance, the file gliding forward

with fluidity and focus. But I digress from the grater.
There came a time for further repurposing of the tin at the
end of its second life as a water container; perhaps it had fallen
too often and was dented; or worse, had become unseamed at its
base and leaky following a fall off a head.
In what was further tertiary, utilitarian usage, one of its
lengthy sides was removed and then made into
the kitchen grater. Fashioning a homemade grater
saw it being laboriously and meticulously punctured with a nail and hammer. The finish was a
pattern of hundreds of puncture holes that were
razor-sharp where the nail exited; it was then
arched sharp-side upwards, and nailed onto a rectangular,
wooden frame for stability and support.
The grater was among the most utilised utensils in the
kitchen, and resided with prominence among the sooty, pincertipped chimta; the club-like rolling pin or belna; and the baritone phukni for blowing into the embers.
Of course, each utensil also had corollary usage as instruments of torture for a young boy like myself. Utility beyond
cooking saw each utensil quickly repurposed by an outstretched
adult’s arm, menacingly leveraged as an instrument for control
of the body with the threat of physical pain; such was the legacy
of discipline and punishment in my early, colonial world.
In my time, a proper upbringing meant discourtesy and envy
were capital, kneeling offences, and since I tended to trend into
recidivism, could escalate from a near-miss with a swinging
pot-spoon to time spent in quiet contemplation on the grater.
In this case, it was half-an-hour of discomfort for two offences, one being discourtesy to Davey, who with his typical style,
arrived at our front gate breathless with breaking news that his
father, “Now, now gone up the road to bring a dog home!”
Since we did not have a dog, I could not hold my tongue for
envy, one of the seven deadly sins, my reply being, “Steups! He
gone to drink with his friends!”
My mother was within earshot, and quickly convened the
maternal court with a starchy gathering of the stiff folds of her
skirt. Sentenced to kneel on the grater without due process, and
no opportunity of an appeal to the higher court of my forgiving
grandmother, I could only watch with envious eyes as Davey
vainly took his new puppy for a walk, the poor creature securely
bound at the neck with thick rope for a leash.
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READERS’ RESPONSES

Issues emerging from
COP26 & anti-vaxxers

A house submerged by recent floodwaters in Guyana

Two fixes to Guyana’s ongoing flooding woes

Dear Editor,
Two items have emerged from recent world developments
that are noteworthy of mention. Firstly, the 2021 United Nations
Climate Change Conference, or COP26, basically ended with
countries worldwide giving lip service, and little else towards
making changes to reduce their “carbon footprint”.
Meanwhile, we had a worldwide experiment with regard
to work-from-home and rotational working arrangements.
Benefits of such arrangements are well-known, and include less
time spent in traffic, thus offering more time to be productive;
easier to supervise children in a time of closed nurseries and
virtual schooling; and less mass movement, so slower spread of
the viral Covid-19 pathogen.
Also, there was improved mental health, with people being
able to work at their own pace; savings on some bills for employers, such as telephone bills; and, fewer vehicles on the roads, so
less pollution from vehicles.
I am certain there are records of productivity levels before
and during lockdown measures.
While not a statistician, even I can collate that information,
run statistical analyses, and determine which departments in
governmental agencies performed statistically significantly better on rotation.
Obviously, such units should remain on rotation. It is beneficial to all, and even shows this blip on the world map is doing
its part in reducing our carbon footprint.
Secondly, Singapore with an 80-percent vaccination rate, is
apparently musing over blocking all unvaccinated (by choice)
individuals from accessing free healthcare. Some nationals here
in Trinidad and Tobago are vociferously supporting this position, and are calling for it to be enforced locally.
I am only pointing out a few things here, namely, that ‘free’
healthcare is not free: we pay health surcharges and other taxes
to fund it. To have someone pay for a service they can’t access
when needed is nothing short of madness.
Also, this position of non-access to free health care flies
in the face of the Hippocratic oath. Triage only applies when
absolutely necessary, and must be logically justifiable. None of
us has the right to place a vaccinated life as more valuable than
an unvaccinated one.
To do so promotes segregation and open discrimination
against the unvaccinated: “Here every creed and race finds an
equal place”; and, “discipline, tolerance, production” would be
nothing more than lip service.
It also gives the impression the vaccines do not work, so
the vaccinated must avoid the unvaccinated to survive. “Herd
immunity”, by the way, is supposed to protect those who are not
vaccinated.
“The right to health was again recognised as a human right
in the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights.” Succinctly put, access to healthcare is a human
right. We don’t get to choose to deny it to anyone.
I hope our leaders never go down this path.
Shabba De Leon, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
China has been aggressively expanding its sponge zones
throughout its cities. Sponge zones are areas of land that are
purpose-built to soak up water in the event of intense rains, or
drainage overtopping.
Walkways, tarmacs, parking lots and streets can be converted into porous surfaces with arbitrary water storage capacity
underneath.
In addition, certain types of water-hungry vegetation can be
judiciously employed to beautify certain spaces, while adding
absorptive and transformative capacity to the area.
In dealing with their intense rainfall patterns, pollution, and
downstream drainage problems, China has recently achieved a
lot of success with this strategy, and in a very short time.
Maybe we should explore the idea of sponge zones throughout Georgetown. Perhaps we can improve the National Park’s
sponginess. Perhaps all asphalted surfaces in Georgetown
should be spongy.
Maybe from within Public Works, we should begin to conceive of road units with reservoirs beneath them. Perhaps roads
with water-trapping capacity can be implemented gradually in
more manageable areas first.
Given the success that China has seen with this strategy,
perhaps they might be willing to lend a hand and advise us on
how to do it.
A free paper on the subject of sponge cities can be found
here.
Maybe with a bit of finesse, we can begin to see a better
Georgetown. Perhaps we should try to innovate in order to give
the city a better chance.
Emille Giddings, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
Given the renewed urgency expressed, and based on the
recent studies of future flooding and the cities to be negatively
impacted, it is extremely urgent that the Guyana government
act accordingly.
There is no longer time for further debate on whether or
not a new city is needed. Planning and Implementation have
to occur within this decade, with an emphasis on the plan’s
implementation to ensure that the majority of our population
is relocated to higher ground outside of the future flood zone.
The study that has highlighted Bartica as a potential new
location for our capital must now be utilised and given the
highest priority for investment in infrastructure, housing, and
agriculture.
Going further inland will delay the rebuilding process. Time
is of the essence, and no further waste of our current and future
economic strength must take place.
Our new Capital City is where the house lots must be given;
this is where the hospitals and schools must be built; this is
where Guysuco and our farmers must invest and expand; this is
where new roads must be built and new wells dug.
Also, this is where priority must be given to foreign investors for the building of hotels and restaurants; this is where new
government offices are needed.
Over half of our population is at risk in Georgetown, and a
large percent of our food supply is also vulnerable. Time is of
the essence, and we must act now if we as a Nation are to avoid
the hardships, diseases, and economic loss that will come as the
sea level rises, and the rains increase along the coast.
Jamil Changlee, Chairman, The Cooperative Republicans
of Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
The defending champions West Indies were booted out in
their final game of the T20 World Cup by Sri Lanka earlier this
month, and so completed one of the most disgraceful performances by a defending champion that I can recall.
The knowledgeable selectors saw it “fit and proper” to send
the oldest team to the tournament, including “senior citizens”,
who they had to bend the rules to accommodate. In so doing,
the selectors excluded fit and younger players who had justified
selection by performance.
It was a foregone conclusion that from Day One when West
Indies were humiliated by England after being bowled out for
55 runs (the lowest score in T20 World Cup matches), that the
folly of the selectors was way above levels imagined by any sane
individual.
Chris Gayle was given a fitness exemption to gain selection
despite the fact that everyone except the bright selectors knew
he was way past his best. He scored 30 runs in four matches for
an average of 7.50.
Similarly, Rampaul enjoyed the same exceptions as Gayle,
and took just two wickets at 48 runs apiece, and was hidden
when called upon to deliver as the strike bowler.
Collectively, Gayle, Kieron Pollard, Andre Russell, Dwayne
Bravo, and Lendl Simmons scored 118 runs in four matches
from 163 balls with the following averages: Gayle – 7.5; Pollard
– 11.5; Russell – 1.75; Bravo – 4.0; Simmons – 4.75.
These players are regarded as the “champions”, whose ages
range between 33-42 that the West Indies selectors believed
would have regained the T20 World Cup last won in 2016.
Significantly, the chief selector’s “X-Factor” selection, Oshane
Thomas, was not even selected for any of the four matches
played. Jason Holder, who filled in following Obed McCoy’s
injury, quickly had a positive impact, with West Indies winning
one match. Ironically, after excluding the in-form Roston Chase
for the first two matches, which they lost, he was included in the
lone match they won, and contributed a valuable 30-plus runs
that saved us from more embarrassment.
Anyone following cricket know that T20 cricket now is
played differently from four years ago, and it is obvious that
neither the coach nor the selectors were looking at the tourna-

ments, hence they were clueless to the realities. If my conclusion
is flawed, then they have serious challenges.
The days of 60 and 70 runs in the power plays are either over
or few and far. Most bowlers adapt to the playing conditions
and bowl change-ups and force you to play proper cricket in
the middle overs, with aggressive running between the wickets,
keeping wickets intact, minimising dot balls, and then accelerating in the last five overs or so.
Many bowlers have successfully adopted strategies for
restricting big hitting, with such opportunities mostly available
when a bowler misses the length, or bowls the wrong line.
Dear Editor,
The West Indies were found woefully wanting, and their big
I am baffled why the existing West Indies selectors are yet to
hitting could not save them in 2021. Gayle, Pollard, Bravo and resign following the T20 World Cup loss.
Russell looked sheepish in their dismissals, with every indicaMuch has already been written on the team they selected,
tion that the bowlers were working them
with the “back-in-time” players, exempting some, and
out and outfoxing them.
not others from the required fitness standards, the
After being treated like a yoyo in the
composition of the team, and so on.
team, Shimron Hetmyer was able to
Instead, I would like to draw attention to the interhit a majestic 81 that could have won
national on-field experience of the recent selectors.
the match against Sri Lanka had Gayle,
Those with the most appearances at international
Pollard, Bravo, and Russel scored eight
level are the current chairman of selectors, Roger
runs each.
Harper, who played in 25 Tests and 105 ODIs. He
Hetmyer and Nicholas Pooran scored
is followed by Courtney Browne with 20 Tests and
100 and 99 runs respectively with both
46 ODIs, and Eldine Baptiste, with ten Tests and 43
facing 72 balls each, averaging 25.0 and
ODIs. Travis Dowlin played six Tests, 11 ODIs, and
24.75 respectively. Evin Lewis scored
two T20s.
76 runs averaging 19.00. The coach
Robert Haynes played eight ODIs, while current
seemed more interested in ensuring all
selector Miles Bascombe played in a solitary T20.
the Trinidadians play in all the matches,
Kieron Pollard
Lockhart Sebastian, and Hendy Wallace have not repand if one is to analyse what the Chief Selector said about the resented West Indies at the international level.
selection, and what actually happened relative to team selection,
How can selectors with little or no international cricket expethey were either in different worlds, or the coach is dictating rience select a combative international cricket team?
who he wants in the team.
Also, why are all the former truly world class players being
Either which way, the selectors should do the decent thing continuously sidelined?
and resign forthwith. They should not be allowed to do rubbish,
The shame of the recent T20 failure lies on the shoulders
defend their rubbish with arrogance and aloofness, and allowed of Cricket West Indies for having appointed these selectors.
to spew more rubbish causing West Indies cricket fans more Therefore, the entire board of CWI and selectors should take
aggravation. Do like Bravo and do us a favour, resign now, and full responsibility for the disastrous performances in the last few
take Pollard with you. It has been a total disgrace.
years and resign immediately.
Eric Whaul, Guyana, via email.
Declan Pattron, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Pull up stumps after T20 disgrace, West Indies selectors
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Please resign, WI selectors
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Unprecedented crime wave fueling anxiety & fear in Guyana

A

n unprecedented crime wave is sweeping across
Guyana. It has spread throughout the country, creating massive fear among the population. The police, in
the meantime, have been unable to control the spread, while
the government is yet to acknowledge the seriousness of the
problem.
But the story behind the headlines of the
country’s daily newspapers, and on social
media highlight criminal activity, causing
Guyana to be ranked as a “high risk” jurisdiction in international circles.
This categorisation taints Guyana, which
is attracting an increasing number of foreign
investors seeking to take advantage of the country’s development agenda based on its new found oil wealth.
The surge in crimes – ranging from murder, violent robberies, rapes, burglaries, and larceny is driving fear into the population, leading to foreign flight for safety; and resulting in Guyana
being labeled a crime haven by foreign governments.
While the government has remained relatively silent on the
surge in crime, President Irfaan Ali last month subtly recognised that illegal weapons were playing a huge role in the proliferation of crime. He announced that the government plans
to grant amnesty to those who
surrender illegal weapons in
their possession to the police.
This move, according to the
local press, is being considered
as the government “prepares
to legislate stiffer penalties for
illegal firearm possession”.
“So, what I have asked the
Attorney General to do, is to
look at the laws and to apply
the highest penalties — to propose an amendment to apply
the highest penalty for persons
Irfaan Ali
found with illegal weapons,
because that is a major contributory factor to this (crime),” Ali
is reported saying.
And in an unusual move, Ali announced that his administration will be extending an olive branch to persons who are
engaged in criminal activities with a view to giving them a
second chance and to make better life choices.
He is reported saying: “Very soon we will launch a programme, very confidential programme to bring you in once
you want to change your life. We want a discussion with you, we
want to talk to you to give you an alternative pathway to earning
an income and living a decent life.”
While commendable from a reformist perspective, it is evident that the President has high hopes of converting criminals
to normal, good-intentioned citizens. Perhaps he will succeed
with petty criminals, but getting the attention of hard-core
criminals, and those that are politically motivated could prove
to be futile.
The truth is petty criminals appear to be those who have

been marginalised as the wealth gap widens in
Guyana. These criminals appear to break the law
at will, with little repercussions, while putting
the lives and property of innocent people at risk.
Perhaps, these are the criminals the President is
seeking to reform.
On the other hand, crime
related chaos has historically
increased when political tenDwarka
sions rise. The 2020 electoral
Lakhan
victory by the PPP/Civic,
which was widely contested by
the Opposition APNU+AFC
could be a contributory variable to the current
crime rampage. As well, the Opposition’s intent
to create continuous chaos to make the country
Guyana police in a traffic stop & search exercise
ungovernable cannot be ruled out as an impetus
Expectations are, therefore, very low among the people that
for criminal activity.
Incidentally, in an effort to curb crime, the government has the police can effectively deal with the proliferation of crime.
made substantial changes to the hierarchy of the Guyana Police Consequently, Guyanese are caught between a rock and a hard
Force, which is technically responsible for dealing with crimi- place. Can they trust the police to effectively deal with crime?
In spite of criminals running amok, the government has
nals. However, the GPF has been historically tainted by a lack of
professionalism, political interference, and a myriad of accusa- remained relatively silent on crime at large. In fact, crime statistics published by the Guyana Bureau of Statistics have not been
tions of criminal activity.
In addition, the GPF, par- updated since 2018. And that is probably with good reason.
ticularly the rank and file, Officials simply do not want to show an increase in crime.
Historically, crime statistics have always been massaged to
has traditionally been more
aligned to APNU, and is con- show lower levels of crime. Therefore, they do not indicate realsequently not necessarily loyal ity. For now, it is a matter of reality versus perception. There is
definitely heightened fear of crime in the country – no matter
to the government.
So much so that a 2016 what the government says. And the reasons for such fear are
USAID Report on Guyana very real.
Whether or not official crime statistics, if they exist are real,
stated that the GPF is the least
trusted institution in the coun- the perception of higher levels of crime is evidently entrenched
try, highlighting the underpin- in the psyche of the people.
Incidentally, both the current and the past administrations
nings of unabated criminal
activity, and the continued fail- have allocated increasing amounts of resources to fight crime,
David Granger
ure of the police to make a sig- but their efforts have not had the desired impact in a country
nificant impact on reducing crime. Though that was five years where criminals reign supreme for real, inferred, and inexplicable reasons.
ago, it is hardly believed that much has changed in the GPF.
In the meanwhile, the police force has been largely powerAlthough it would be inappropriate to paint all members
of the GPF with the same brush, the overall perception of its less to reduce crime in spite of having access to more financial
untrustworthiness has tarnished its image among the popula- resources.
In many instances, criminals have more firepower than the
tion at large. In fact, former President David Granger put a dent
in the GPF’s image by saying that work has to be done to ensure police; or the police are either incompetent, or ill-equipped; or
that the law enforcement agency is more professional and effi- they are not committed to preventing crime because of association, involvement, or political affiliation.
cient in the execution of its duties and responsibilities.
Guyanese, therefore, have to live in fear for the foreseeable
Incidentally negative perceptions of the police have also been
perpetuated by a wide range of accusations, allegations, and future, unless there is real effort to reduce crime.
insinuations of police brutality, involvement in criminal activities, sexual assault, drug trafficking, ineffective crime fighting Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
strategies, extra-judicial killings, theft, neglect of duty, unlawful Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished finanexercise of authority, disobeying lawful orders, misplacements cial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
of court records, high rates of unsuccessful prosecutions in World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
courts, bribery, and the illegal demand for money from resi- available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com..
dents, colloquially referred to as “top-ups”.

Police chief: Crime rate down, but gun crimes & robberies a concern
Georgetown – While the overall crime rate has been decreas- must be urgently addressed.
ing in Guyana, the daily number of gun crimes and robberies is
“[We] are pleading with family members to ensure that we
a source of concern for the Guyana Police Force, Police Crime work together …many of the young persons have been influChief Wendell Blanhum said on Monday.
enced by social media, and hardened criminals, to live a life of
During his presentation on crime, Blanhum also revealed crime. We prevent that; we want to work with the youths; we
that so far in Guyana a total of 119 murders have been recorded want to devise a programme for them to ensure that they do not
when compared to 133 for the same period last
commit a crime,” he said.
year. The number represents a 10.5 percent
Blanhum also revealed there was a shortage
decrease in the number of homicides.
of investigators in the GPF, saying that this situ“However, nationally, the murder rate per
ation applied to all ten regions.
100,000 persons is continuing to be a source of
It had arisen due to key personnel resigning,
concern for us,” he said.
retiring, tranferring to other regions as part of
Blanhum also noted that serious attention is
disciplinary action, and an absence of training
being paid to the number of gun robberies that
of investigators due to Covid-19 restrictions.
are being committed on a daily basis. There
The GPF also lost a number of investigators
have been 335 gun robberies recorded so far
to security companies, he said.
this year, which is an average of one a day. There
He also revealed the GPF had lost a police
were 477 gun robberies committed during the
force dog handler after close to (US) $100,000
same period last year.
had been invested in specialised training.
Said Blanhum: “[This] is the state of affairs,
It was coming to a situation where such key
Wendell Blanhum
and we are acutely aware that putting out crime
personnel would have to sign contracts, he said.
reduction [statistics] to the members of the public and the
media that it doesn’t do much. What is more important is the
state of mind of persons, and in some communities, there is a
fear of crime. That is why we continue to engage members of
the community – that we ensure law and order, and we maintain
public security and safety.”
He also raised concerns about the number of youths in their
teens committing serious crimes, noting it is a situation that
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“Very soon, [a contract is] something that the administration
of the force is looking at. We’re going to have these persons in
whom we have invested a lot of money to train to sign contracts,” he said.
Blanhum also said a number of members of the Guyana
Police Force had absented themselves from court, with the matters dismissed. Also that law enforcement agents had been in
collusion with criminals.

So far for the year, national figures show to date there were
119 homicides compared to 133 for last year; 335 robberies with
firearms this year and 477 last year; 171 robberies with other
instruments this year compared to 272 last year.
There were also 80 instances of robbery with violence this
year and 74 last year; 26 reports of robbery with aggravation this
year and 47 last year; 49 reports of larceny from the person this
year and 113 last year; 254 reports of rape this year and 163 last
year; 89 burglaries this year and 140 last year; and 550 reports of
break and enter and larceny this year and 664 last year.
Overall, the statistics show 1,700 reports of crimes for this
year compared to 2,109 last year.
Meanwhile, President Irfaan Ali last week outlined a statistics-based crime-fighting strategy while declaring that the government was initiating a comprehensive effort to tackle crime.
“One crime is too much. Whether it’s petty; whether it’s
major – one crime is too much,” he said.
Ali said the government plans to intervene in regions that are
high crime hotspots. He noted that while crime decreased 19.4
percent nationally, Region One saw a 132.4 percent increase.
“So, we are now targeting some specific policies and programmes to deal with Region One. [If] we are to reduce crime
by 50 percent in Region 10, then the national crime rate will be
further reduced by more than 25 percent,” he said.
Ali also said his government was considering implementing
incentives for GPF members.
“Where there is good performance, there must be differentiated treatment. You must be recognised for good performance
...incentive-based crime-fighting,” he declared.
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Guyana govt, York U in partnership talks to develop Nursing Institute
vided real time information on patients as they enter, navigate,
From Page 1
Following the event, Anthony expressed his gratitude on and leave the hospital. It is one of a few systems in the world
behalf of the government of Guyana, and thanked several physi- equivalent to an airport tower that tracks aircraft; it identifies
cians that were instrumental in partnering with the Institute of bottlenecks, resolves them electronically, and ensures a smooth
landing.
Health Sciences Centre in developing many of
Among Anthony’s visions is a plan to develop
the post graduate programs in Guyana. Among
a Nursing Institute to train nurses for Guyana,
them were Dr Ronald Barr, Dr Brian Cameron,
and the rest of the Caribbean. To this end, durDr Andrea Hunter, Dr April Kam, Dr Karen
ing his visit to Toronto, Anthony met with Dr
Bailey, and Dr Singh.
Rhonda Linton, President of York University; Dr
While in Hamilton, Anthony was escorted on
Paul McDonald, Dean of Health Sciences; Dean
a tour of the Children’s Hospital by Dr Angela
of the Nursing School and Dr Narendra Singh
Mikrogianakis, Chairman of the Department of
(Board Governor, York University) to begin
Pediatrics, and The President of the Hospital,
discussions about a partnership between York
Brice Squires. Anthony toured numerous cliniUniversity and Guyana to develop the Nursing
cal areas, including the NICU, Ward, PICU, and
Institute.
outpatient clinics.
In addition, discussions also centred around
It was a particularly fruitful exercise for
Narendra Singh
the need for Health Care Managers and Physician
Anthony in the light of plans to complete the
new Maternal Pediatric Subspecialty hospital in Guyana by leaders in the health care sector. York University would be ideally positioned to assist Guyana given the fact that it recently
2024.
While visiting the NICU, Anthony met with Dr Winsome launched an Institute of Health Management.
Towards the bigger health
Scott, the Chief Neonatal
picture in Guyana, the govFellow and McMaster
ernment will be making
Children’s Hospital, who will
historical investments in
soon be completing a threethis sector to ensure that
year fellowship in 2022, and
Guyanese have access to the
will be returning to Guyana.
highest level of health care
As the retired Chief of Staff
regardless of where they
of Humber River Hospital,
reside.
Singh was also instrumenThe plan is to build a
tal in facilitating a tour of
number of hospitals in critiHumber River Hospital.
cal areas in Guyana, along
The first fully digital
with a Maternal Pediatric
hospital in North America,
Subspecialty Hospital. These
Anthony toured various clininstitutions will provide
ical areas, and was accomcomprehensive services to
panied by the CEO, Barb
ensure that the Guyana govCollins, and Jhanvi Solanki, Members of the Humber Hospital staff with Dr Frank
ernment addresses the high
the Program Director of the Anthony (centre); from left of Anthony are Barb Collins
& Dr Shanti Singh, with Dr Narendra Singh on the right
neonatal and maternal morSurgical Services.
Anthony also took the opportunity to visit the Humber River tality, the high incidence of diabetes, hypertension, infectious
Hospital Control Center. This unique electronic system pro- diseases, mental illnesses and their complications.

Dr Frank Anthony presents a gift of appreciation to
Dr Rhonda Linton, President of York University
Given the challenges experienced with accessibility, the hospitals will be built in very strategic locations to off load the burden at Georgetown Hospital, while ensuring excellent patient
care closer to home.
The first four hospitals will be the Maternal Pediatric
Specialty Hospital with other hospitals at West Demerara,
Suddie, and Bartica. Plans are already in advance stages for
construction of these facilities.
With the construction of these new health care facilities there
will be a critical need for essential health care workers including nurses, doctors, and allied health care providers. Currently,
Guyana is facing an acute shortage of nurses.
In addition, there is a need for subspecialty nurses such as
neonatal intensive care, critical care, emergency medicine, and
others.
Because of the excellent school of Medicine in Guyana
and the generosity of the Cuban government, there has been
a constant annual supply of general doctors. The IHSC has
been instrumental in training general physicians in various
specialties (Surgery, Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, Emergency
Medicine, and so on).
However, Guyana currently lacks physicians with sub-specialty training (for example, Neonatologist, Pediatric Cardiologist,
Intensivists, subspecialty surgeons), which is essential to the
long-term vision of a self-sustaining health care system.
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Covid-19 inoculations now available to children from ages 5 to 11
Georgetown – The inoculation programme
for children ages five to 11 against Covid-19 is
set to begin on Friday, Chief Education Officer
Dr Marcel Hutson said last week.
Hutson made the announcement about the
vaccination programme in a memorandum
addressed to Regional Education Officers.
“[With] the approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech
Covid-19 vaccine to be administered to the
five to 11 years age category, the Ministry of
Health, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, will begin the rollout of the
scheduled vaccination programme for this
age cohort from Friday, November 19, 2021,”
it stated.
The memorandum added that a schedule
will be published and circulated to indicate
which schools are being used as vaccination
sites. Additionally, Grade Seven students can
return to their respective primary schools to
receive their vaccine.
Parents can also have their children vaccinated at any of the permanent sites established
in their region.
Last week Education Minister Priya
Manickchand said around 84,000 primary and
27,000 nursery school children will be eligible
to receive the Pfizer vaccine.
Manickchand has been encouraging parents
and teachers to get vaccinated. It would be in
the best interest of all, if children, teachers,
and parents are vaccinated since it will allow
Guyana to return to some form of normalcy,
she said.
She also noted that messages are being
sent out to parents to inform them on where
children can go to be inoculated, and gave the
assurance that students would not be turned
away from school if unvaccinated.
The Guyana government launched its
nationwide Covid-19 vaccination exercise
back in February. So far, over 390,000 persons

out of the adult population have received a first
dose of the vaccine, with over 259,000 persons
18 years and older being fully immunised.
Among adolescents, there are over 19,000
young persons between the ages of 12 to 17
who are now fully vaccinated.
Meanwhile, earlier this week the total number of fatalities in Guyana caused by Covid-19
climbed to 959 following the deaths of two
more patients.
According to the Health Ministry on Sunday,
these fatalities were a 51-year-old female and
a 71-year-old male, both from Region Four
(Demerara-Mahaica). Both patients were
unvaccinated, and died on November 13. The
new fatalities pushed November’s total number
of deaths to 33 so far.
The Health Ministry also reported earlier
this week that another 76 persons had tested
positive for the coronavirus, which took the
total number of confirmed cases in Guyana up
to 36,817.
Earlier this week there were 2,354 active
cases in Guyana, including 15 patients in ICU,
with the remainder 2,339 persons in isolation:
57 were in home isolation, with and the other
2,282 undergoing institutional isolation. An
additional 12 more persons were housed in
institutional quarantine. So far, some 33,504
persons have recovered Covid-19.
A total of 372,235 persons have been tested
for Covid-19 so far in Guyana; out of this total,
17,349 males, and 19,468 females, were found
to be positive.
Of the 76 new cases that were detected on Sunday, two were from Region Two
(Pomeroon-Supenaam); six from Region
Three (Essequibo Islands-West Demerara);
and 41 cases from the Demerara-Mahaica
region. There were another two from Region
Five (Mahaica-Berbice), 20 cases from Region
Six (East Berbice-Corentyne), two from Region

Eight (Potaro-Siparuni), with the remaining
three cases from Region Nine (Upper TakutuUpper Essequibo).
No new cases were recorded in Regions One
(Barima-Waini), Seven (Cuyuni-Mazaruni)
and Ten (Upper Demerara-Berbice) on Sunday.
Guyana’s records also revealed earlier this
week that 3,602 cases were recorded in October
alone. Out of the October total, some 1,970 of
the infected were women, while 1,632 were
men. The majority of October’s cases were
recorded in Region Four (Demerara-Mahaica).
Also, there were 129 fatalities due to Covid19 in October. Out of these deaths, 60 were
women, while 69 were men, with the majority
of deaths occurring in Region Four.
The October total number of cases was about
half the infections recorded for September,
which saw a of 6,285 positive cases.
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•
•
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support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Liza Destiny

Analyst: 20m barrels of oil in Stabroek
Georgetown – Guyana could be sitting on
20 billion barrels of oil equivalent in one oil
block, according to projections from analyst
Americas Market Intelligence.
As the online publication, Guyana Times
noted earlier this week, in a report titled “5
megatrends in Latin America’s energy sector
for 2022 and beyond”, AMI explored developments in the Guyana-Suriname basin, which it
cited as the most appealing oil frontier market
in the world.
It noted that the total projected reserves in
the Stabroek block is 20 billion barrels; and
that natural gas is also present. According to
the AMI estimate, the Stabroek Block could be
producing nearly one million barrels of oil per
day by 2027 from seven vessels.
AMI further noted that the Liza Destiny
Floating Production Storage and Offloading
vessel has a break-even cost of (US) $35 per
barrel, and for the Liza Unity (US) $25 per
barrel.
It also noted that Guyana’s neighbour
Suriname, where oil has been discovered by
Total and Apache in block 58, will have a small-

er break even cost than Guyana. Production is
expected to start by late 2025. It was also noted
that ten of the world’s leading oil companies are
present in the Guyana-Suriname basin.
In Guyana, oil giant ExxonMobil has made
more than 20 major discoveries as the operator
in the Stabroek Block. In all, six ExxonMobiloperated Guyana producing projects are predicted by 2027, with plans for an eventual
ten in total. While AMI is projecting up to 20
billion barrels of oil in the Stabroek Block, the
current official estimated resource potential is
ten billion barrels of oil.
With ExxonMobil as the operator, Guyana
began producing oil on December 20, 2019, in
the Stabroek Block.
Developmental drilling has also started on
Exxon’s second development, the Liza Phase 2
project. Back in May 2019, Exxon was granted approval by the Environmental Protection
Agency to go ahead with its Liza Phase 2
Development offshore Guyana.
The oil company had said that the project
will have the capacity to produce 220,000 barrels of oil per day.
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Rental Fraud

magine saving $6,000 working minimum wage and then losing all of it to a scammer.
There are scammers who use a realtor’s card information to make an appointment
through an appointment application on a vacant property. The scammer, posing as the
realtor, advises a prospective tenant that there are six other tenants who want the property.
The scammer mentions that he would help the tenant because they seem like the kind of
tenants his client is looking for. To secure the place, the prospective tenant needs to give a
deposit immediately. She withdraws $6,000 in cash from her account and once she pays the
scammer, she never hears from him again.

Damage in Barbuda caused in 2017 by Hurricane Irma

Browne to region: Pursue legal
path to climate change funding
Saint John’s, Antigua – A call has been
made to Caribbean leaders to let go of the fear
of repercussions and pursue a legal path to
climate change funding, the Trinidad Guardian
reported.
The call was made late last week by Prime
Minister of Antigua and Barbuda and Caricom
chairman Gaston Browne as the final sessions
were coming to an end at the 2021 United
Nations Climate Change Conference, more
popularly known as COP26.
Browne’s government has formed a commission on climate change based on international law, and is seeking to introduce a legal
pathway to complement the
voluntary efforts of large polluting countries to become
legally responsible for their
emissions.
The Independent South
Pacific island of Tuvalu is
one of the early signees on
this commission. Last week
Browne issued the call closer
to home in the Caribbean
in a move to seek out wider,
regional support.
“We do not believe we can
depend exclusively on their
random acts of charity whenGaston
ever our countries suffer the
adverse effects of climate. They must be made
to pay,” Browne said of major polluting nations.
During his address at COP26 in Glasgow
on November 1, Browne said: “The difference between small island developing states
and industrialised nations is the capacity to
respond. It takes a single storm a few hours to
destroy the economy and infrastructure of an
entire small island State, which lacks the necessary financial and other resources to rebound
and rebuild.”
Browne said regional leaders must take a
stand and not act out of fear that the international community will victimise them.
“I have to tell you that I’m a little disappointed that none of my colleagues within the
Caricom region… have volunteered so far to
join, but I remain hopeful that they will. [If] we
do not have this type of harmonised approach
in defending our interests, and to utilise all the
tools available to us, including the legal tools,
in order to agitate for change, then obviously
we will be overlooked, and the large polluters
will ignore [our interests],” he said.
Browne added, “They will continue to prejudice our development and leave us on the
margins of global development. We cannot
afford to be leaders who are inactive, and who
may be afraid of our own shadow, and who
may be afraid of possible repercussions.”
Browne said it is not only an issue of moral-

ity, but of law in which they should be made
legally to pay, as the Caribbean cannot “rely
exclusively on these voluntary efforts”.
He added: “If we are going to rely exclusively on these voluntary efforts, we are pretty
sure we will not achieve the objective of 1.5
[degrees], and if we don’t achieve that goal,
then our own civilisation will be in peril.”
While the economies of Trinidad and
Tobago, Guyana, and Suriname are heavily
dependent on oil and gas, the carbon footprint
of small island developing states accounts for
one percent of the world’s greenhouse gas
emissions.
Trinidad and Tobago is
one of the highest emitters of
CO2 per capita, and was second globally in 2019, according to the World Bank’s
Global Carbon Project.
Browne has urged the
leadership of the three governments to take advantage
of the fossil fuel era while
it lasts.
Asked what he would
tell Trinidad and Tobago,
Guyana, and Suriname,
Browne said: “Maximise
your profits now that there
Browne
is a window that they can
continue to burn their fossil fuel energy and
use those proceeds to diversify their economies
as soon as possible...”
He added, “We know that they’ll be around
for at least another three decades, and that is
sufficient time for them to develop sufficient
surpluses that they can diversify into other sectors, including tourism.”
With rising sea levels threatening beaches
and coastlines across the region, Browne also
acknowledged that the Caribbean needs to
start rethinking its tourism industry.
“When you look at the lack of adequate
commitments, we may well have to focus on
adaptation to try, and adapt to these effects, but
again, adaptation methods will take a significant amount of financing,” he said.
The multimillion-dollar industry will come
under enormous strain as global temperatures
soar, with coastlines eroding, and warming
waters becoming less of a home for many of the
region’s species.
Browne added: “There is now a need for us
to diversify our tourism product and to make
the existing product more resilient. Most of our
properties are on the beach, but we may have to
look at taking some of these properties [inland]
in the future… so that we don’t find ourselves
in a situation where all our beach properties
are eventually made inviable, and we cannot
sustain a tourism product.”
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In other instances, scammers copy an advertisement, along with the photos, from a social
media site such as Facebook, and place the same advertisement, with some changes, on
another site such as Kijiji. Usually, the rent is attractive. The scammer would then try to
get financial information. They are ready to make a deal quickly. Scammers usually ask
prospective tenants to sign a lease without any background check. However, some are becoming more sophisticated, asking the prospective tenant to submit a rental application.
Fraudsters often pose as overseas investors. This way they can avoid meeting in person.
The pandemic gave a fertile ground to scammers where they could show homes virtually.
Usually, the home they are showing virtually is a different property. They would ask a tenant to sign a lease as soon as possible, and would suggest that for tax reason if the tenant
can pay cash, then, they would charge less rent. The next step is that they would suggest a
place where one of their associates (usually the scammer posing as a friend of the owner,
or neighbour) would be available to meet. They would then take the cash in exchange for a
fake key. In other instances, scammers would ask for email transfer to an account that they
would eventually close.
If a prospective tenant can visit the property, it would be more believable. Some scammers rent a property and then advertise it for rent. This way, they can lure prospective tenants who want to see the property. Usually, they would sell you a sad story and offer you a
discounted rent if you can give them cash up front. There are situations where dozens of
prospective tenants paid first and last month’s rent on the same property, only to realise that
they were fooled.
There is another variation where the scammer answers an online posting and asks to pay
by wire transfer such as through Western Union. The scammer usually “accidentally” overpays and asks for the rebate immediately. If the landlord refunds the extra payment before
the actual funds are clear from the banks, the landlord is out of pocket.
As the proverb goes, “It takes a thief to catch a thief”. Usually, we think from our own level
of experience. A trustworthy person would trust everyone, and in the process, get fooled.
Great online reviews, for example, can be written by friends and family members. In many
instances, consumers tend to believe these reviews. With rental properties, tenants do not
leave reviews unless it’s negative. The first step is to condition one’s mind to look at a situation from different angles. Never make a snap decision.
Properties advertised for rent on trusted sites like a real estate website such as realtor.ca
is more believable. If you are working with a realtor you don’t know, ask for proof of identity.
All realtors must carry a copy of their registration, and if asked, must show it. As a practicing
realtor, to screen prospective tenants I may ask for a rental application before showing the
property. If you are asked to do so, then, do not give any financial records at this stage. A
job letter, driver license, and similar information can be given.
Renting is safer in large apartment buildings where there is an on-site property manager.
Cross-check their information before proceeding. Many scammers assume the role as a
property manager with the intention of defrauding a prospective tenant. If you are responding to an ad for such a building, ask to see the apartment first before proceeding. Usually,
scammers target a single rental such as a condo suite or a house. They tend to target tenants who are looking for cheap rent.
When visiting a rental property other than apartment buildings, ask for proof of ownership.
A recent property tax bill along with the owner’s photo identification is good. Most owners
will understand your concern and consider you as being genuine. Other than that, check
public records to make sure that you are dealing with the owner. If someone is representing
the owner, such as a property manager, always ask for proof. Usually, there is a sense of
urgency with fraudsters.
With rental properties, never offer to pay cash. If the other party asks for cash, then question it. It can be a red flag. Money paid via e-transfer, or a cheque or bank draft creates a
paper trail. Scammers always want to cover their tracks. Never agree to view a property
remotely. By seeing it in person, you will be able to gauge the situation.
Always double-check the lease agreement. There are many instances where landlords
or property managers prepare a lease agreement for a higher amount and give a discount.
This is dangerous because they can argue that the real rent was the higher amount. The
lease may have additional rent for parking and appliances.
Landlords must also be careful. There are many tenants who know how to outsmart
novice landlords. The key is to choose tenants based on employment. Always choose a
tenant with stable employment. In the event of default, you can garnish their wages. With
self-employed tenants, ask for at least two years of tax return. This way, you can assess
their situation. Consider using an experienced realtor to assist. There is a cost involved but
it’s worth it.
Jay Brijpaul
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COMMENTARY & ANALYSIS: CRICKET

Test cricket left behind on the wayside, victim to hit & run T20s
By Dhanpaul Narine
est Indies cricket has lost its pride
and passion. The hunger for
success is not there. Test cricket
has been relegated to a footnote, stripping
the game of its sheen and mystique. The art
fades, and the artistry is a thing of the past.
In its place are the T20 games, a hit and run,
stand and deliver razzmatazz that throws the
coaching manual out of the window.
Michael Holding will have none of it, and
so will Clive Lloyd. They believe that the fourhour, hit everything cricket, undermines the
purity of the conventional game.
The huge sums that are offered in T20’s
mean that players can choose to ignore Test
cricket in their own countries, and opt for the
four-hour format. Who cares about central
contracts, when a player can make ten times
that amount in the T20 format?
But big names do not necessarily win
games. If you are looking for proof, look
no further than the recently concluded T20
World Cup tournament.
West Indies arrived as World Champions,
as the team to beat. They left in ignominy,
the near bottom of their group. The other
countries played with heart, with Scotland
and Namibia impressing.
Gordon Greenidge was once asked, “What’s
wrong with West Indies cricket?” He gave
some thought, and said, “How much time
do we have?” This was several years ago, and
since then little has changed. West Indies has
flattered to deceive.
West Indies have employed a battery of
coaches, motivational speakers, and past
cricketers, with the aim of resurrecting the
pride of yore, the glory days, when cricket was
king, and when Test cricket was the ultimate
test. But nothing seems to be working.
Who in the region will be the next
Brian Lara, or Gary Sobers, Rohan Kanhai,
Viv Richards, Malcolm Marshall, Michael
Holding, or Clive Lloyd? The next ‘greats’
seem to be far away, and unless there are
urgent moves to tap into communities, West
Indies cricket will continue to be average at
best.
Isn’t Test cricket the ultimate test? These
days, the pavilions are empty for Tests, and
the battles of attrition are a thing of the past.
The West Indies finds it difficult to field a
team that would pose a real challenge to the
big teams.
The performance of the team suggests
that the players have lost their passion for
the game, and worse yet, their pride in
representing the West Indies. Management
has changed, and so have coaches, but the
excuses remain the same.
The batting and bowling are not up to par,
or too many rash shots were played, or there
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expert coaching from professionals.
was a lack of discipline, or the opposition was
the lack of discipline has led to a cavalier
Cricket in schools should be part of the
stronger. But the commentators remain kind
attitude? Do players realise that they are
curriculum, and time should be devoted
with comments such as, “On their day West
playing for their country?
for children, boys and girls, to learn the
Indies could trounce anyone”.
These, and other questions, have been
fundamentals of the game.
Well, there have not been many such days
asked over the years, but they have not led to
Competition among schools, at various
of late, and judging from recent performances, a material improvement in the performance
age levels, should be the natural outcome of
it does not appear as if
of the team. The fact
the coaching. In New York, there have been
there will be.
is that with so much
attempts to introduce cricket with a fair
Two immediate
money around, a
degree of success. There is coaching in some
problems that appear
player can pick and
schools, and the competitions usually draw
are the treatment of
choose his or her
decent crowds. The rivalry between Richmond
players by the West
tournaments, and
Hill High School and John Adams High
Indies Cricket Board,
ignore the national
School, in New York, was intense, but cricket
and money. In 2016,
team.
took a back seat because of the pandemic.
Darren Sammy the
Indeed, some
The appointment of Chanderpaul as a
West Indies captain,
players have indicated
said that the Board
that the Test format is batting consultant of the West Indies Under
19’s is a good move. His appointment should
disrespected players.
too long and arduous
be on a long-term basis. He can use the
Ian Bishop tried
for their liking, and
opportunity to help produce the next crop of
to give clarity to this
that they are better
talented players.
statement. He said,
suited for the T20
One basic ingredient in any sport is
“[The] administrators
competitions. This
discipline. Talent without discipline makes
did not know the value
has had a ripple
many flowers blush unseen. There is hardly
of T20 cricket and the
effect that could
anyone better to instill discipline than
ability of a player as a
prove irksome to the
Chanderpaul, a player that has been through
sole contractor where
Board. When asked
the mill, and came out with flying colours.
they had to choose
to describe their
He was felled by a Brett Lee bouncer, but
where they wanted
cricket ambition,
Chanderpaul rose, stood like a rock, and
to play. We lost a few
many young players
completed an unforgettable century, for which
significant players
said that it was to
he won the ICC Player of the Year Award.
from West Indies
represent West Indies
West Indies cricket is at the crossroads.
cricket for a period
in T20 cricket. In the
The
T20 games are here to stay, and one
of time I wish did not
old
days,
it
was
to
Shivnarine Chanderpaul
can expect a surfeit of it in the future. The
happen.”
play Test cricket for
administrators must find a way to make Test
The argument that the administrators
the West Indies.
cricket attractive and a crowd-puller. It is
did not know the value of T20 cricket in
Clearly, there is much work to be done.
possible for both to co-exist, but this is not the
2016 does not make much sense. In 2006,
Where does one start? The best place is in
perception of the average cricket fan.
Sir Allen Stanford offered millions for a T20
the schools. West Indies need to learn from
The reality is that many big-name
tournament in the West Indies. What makes
other countries how to capture and expose the
cricketers do not want to play Test cricket.
sense is the shabby treatment of players by the talents of school children. In England, there
West Indies can ill-afford to invest in players
Board. There were instances in which players
are cricket nurseries for the young, and those
mainly for the T20 format.
would hear of their non-selection in the team
that show exceptional talent get the benefit of
through the media, rather than the Board.
Who can forget David Cameron’s
promise to Shivnarine Chanderpaul?
Cameron promised that the Board would
hold a ceremony befitting Chanderpaul’s
contribution to West Indies cricket. It never
happened. But Cameron did arrange a fitting
farewell for Richie Richardson.
Joe Solomon, one of the greats of the game,
felt that the Board was overtly racist in its
policy toward Chanderpaul. He pointed to
Hindu Federation
the fact that Chanderpaul was picked to play
invites you to Hindu Heritage Month Celebrations 2021
against Pakistan, in what would have been
a fitting farewell, but at the last minute, the
Board dropped him. Chris Gayle may be given
Thee month of November was proclaimed as Hindu Heritage Month in the Province of Ontario
Th
a game in Jamaica for his farewell.
through Bill 56, Hindu Heritage Month Act, 2016.
Long before the 2021 debacle in Dubai,
there were questions as to what should be
Please join us in this year’s Celebrations
done to improve the game in the region.
The Theme Is
Does one employ foreign coaches and former
“Ahimsa”
players to show the team the ropes? Is it that

Sunday, November 28, 2021
At 3.00 PM
Hosted by: Mississauga Ram Mandir
270 Export Blvd., Mississauga, L5S 1Y9
Live and Virtual Performances and Presentations

Urgent appeal for
a kidney donation

andit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough,
Ontario, is appealing to the community for urgent
assistance to help save the life of his 55-year old wife
Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure, with both of her kidneys
functioning at only five percent efficiency. She is on peritoneal
dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every day, which is
Satwattie Sukul
done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and
St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her kidney function
deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant of one kidney. Her blood group
is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence of a donor with this blood type, any
other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and that a donor
would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no complications before accepting
a donation. Pt Sukul may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783-0459.
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Program Highlights

Religious Chanting
North and South Indian classical singing
Various dance forms
Selection of drumming
Message From Keynote Speaker & Elected Officials

Please register using the following link:
https://forms.gle/3V57CRyiY1nXUhmB9

Please use the following links to follow the program live on
Facebook and YouTube.
http://www.facebook.com/hindufederationca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcl83dK9nsdv8OuxBQyEf-A
Hindu Federation, 270 Export Boulevard, Mississauga, Ontario, L5S 1Y9
T: 905-696-8886 | F: 905-696-0384 | www.hindufederation.ca |info@hindufederation.ca

indocaribbeanworld.com | november 17, 2021

MEMORIAM

‘May his memory be a blessing’
crossing guard.
Rudra Datta Madho
Dad used to say that a C-executive of Hiram Walker would
August 9, 1949 - November 8, 2021
wait for him when he came in to take care of his plants. They
Eulogy delivered by Andrea Madho
would discuss politics and fertiliser. Apparently, both topics are
Nomen est omen
full of sh*t, according to my dad.
n Ancient Rome the predictive power of a person’s name
When that company went belly up, dad and his colleague
was captured by the Latin proverb, Nomen est omen,
decided to start their own business with their former clients,
meaning ‘The name is a sign’. We Hindus live by this
but what to name the company between co-founders Claude
motto as well. When a child is born, the Pandit “opens
Ho and Rudy Madho? Ho & Madho? Madho & Ho? MadHoHo
the book”, and selects an auspicious name for the baby.
Inc? C&R Tropical plants was formed. In the mid-80s he also
We are here today to honor the life of Rudra Datta Kumar
became a real estate agent, then broker, with nine agents workMadho; but he was also known by many other names: Rudy,
Kama, Pandit Ji, bhai, son, brother, uncle, nonno, friend, neigh- ing for him.
It was during this time that dad was actively involved with
bour, “Hey, boyfriend,” husband, and daddy.
his other passion, his community, and the Toronto Arya Samaj.
His smile, laughter, and quick wit were present from the
He would attend temple when it was in a fire station, and family
beginning, and at the end – fighting through his Lewy Body
basements, as the members moved around the city trying to
Dementia. Even last week, mom and I rolled him in his wheelfind a permanent home. He shared his knowledge of Sanskrit,
chair through Costco, and he saw a big, shiny Christmas ornaHindi, religious and popular Indian songs, and Vedic teachings.
ment, he pointed and said, “That’s nice”. I told him it was $99;
This commitment to community expressed itself in many
he retorted, “It’s not that nice.”
ways for dad; he wrote byline articles for Indo-Caribbean World,
Rudy was a man of many facets, and two loves: family and
and joined Vaughan City Hall, as a Community Board member.
community.
Eventually dad, Uncle Harry, Uncle Ganga, Uncle Ramesh,
The fifth of seven children to my Hindu priest and life insurand others in the Guyanese community formed a socio-cultural
ance agent-grandfather (my Aaja), and kindhearted grandgroup focused on keeping Indo-Guyanese traditions alive in
mother (Aaji), Rudy was born into a family of love and deep
Toronto.
religious beliefs.
In 2002 mom began noticing slight changes in dad’s gait and
Despite growing up in patriarchal Number 59 Village, in
eye movements; six years later he was officially diagnosed with
rural Guyana, my dad was worldly. He read widely, and was
Parkinson’s Disease, and later Lewy
keenly interested in geopolitics, hisBody Dementia. It is a slow and
tory, Greek-Roman-Indo mytholheartless condition that graduogy, and all religions. He was able
ally took away his ability to walk,
to quote Shakespeare and Tagore,
talk, remember, and eat. But never
the Bible and Swami Dayananda, in
his pugnacious spirit and sense of
equal measure.
humour.
He attended the Guyana School
For the past several months as
of Agriculture, where his outstandhis delusions and hallucinations
ing character and grades later
increased, dad grew confused about
earned him entry to Cornell, the
where he lived, asking to go home;
Ivy League University in Ithaca,
even when in his own house.
New York.
In October, his house of 36 years
Following agricultural school,
was quickly sold. He could no
dad taught at primary school. He
longer walk up and down the stairs.
was a natural-born teacher, who
But dad was happy with his new
encouraged his students to learn for
home, in what he believed to be a
themselves.
safe and comfortable, all-inclusive
He was skeptical of dogma and
hotel.
willful ignorance. People should
In the new apartment building,
not just repeat what is taught, or
I took him to the resident’s lounge
what someone says. Throughout
in his wheelchair and he said, “This
his life he would always encourage
place is classy”, but kept looking
the young people who crossed his
around for the waitress. He wanted
path to pursue their intellectual
a beer.
curiosity.
Rudra Datta Madho
On Sunday, November 7, dad’s
His favourite phrase was, “Look
it up!”, which meant, you better prove your assertion by citing a last full day with us in this incarnation, it was sunny and warm.
He and I sat on the terrace with the sun warming our bodies,
primary source.
and I joked, “Dad, are you enjoying the sun on your buns?” He
By 1971 at the age of 21, Rudy was an agricultural officer
smiled and winked at me.
in Guyana, with a government house on the beach. In an arAfter mom took him to the bathroom she asked, “It’s cold
ranged wedding, he married 16-year-old Dalin. I was born nine
outside; do you want to stay inside?”
months and two days later.
He answered, “No, I want to spend some more time with my
It was a different time in a faraway place, and our little
girl.”
nuclear family became the center of his universe:
He and I sat on the terrace in the warm November sun, in
For better, for worse,
joyful serenity.
for richer, for poorer,
Without realising it, his last meal was his favourite food,
in sickness and in health.
Hakka Chinese and chocolate truffles. It was a perfect day.
Mom and dad were married for 50 years.
Mom and I put dad to bed. At 1:00 a.m. she checked on him;
Guyana was becoming increasingly unstable, and to take
he was fine. At 5:30 a.m. when she checked on him, he was
care of his family, dad left his young wife and nine-month old
gone. Gently. With his hands facing up in a meditative pose, his
daughter behind and immigrated to Canada, and a better life
head turned toward the window and night light. He was ready.
for us all.
And then he finally went home.
But in an immigrant story since time immemorial, the
There is a Jewish mourning sentiment which comforts me:
respected professional had to take any job he could to save up
‘May his memory be a blessing’. When you think of Rudy, and
enough money to bring his family to Canada.
your own memories together, please smile, and know that he is
He applied for a job as a truck driver, thinking, “I drove a
blessing you.
tractor once in Guyana, I can do this”.
I would like you all to join me in the Gayatri mantra… as we
During the driving interview his gear shifting was a bit off,
and the instructor slammed his head on the windshield. He did all wish my dad, a peaceful journey home:
Om Bhur Bhuvah Svah
not get the job.
Tat Savitur Varenyam
In 1974 mom and I joined dad in his brand new apartment
Bhargo Devasya Dhimahi
at Jane and Finch, and we were a family united.
Dhiyo Yo Nah Prachodayaat
While delivering glass windows to a greenhouse, dad
pointed and started identifying the plants around him by their
(We meditate on the glory of the Creator,
Latin names, and indicated which ones needed more water and
Who has created the universe
light. He was hired on the spot as a tropical plant specialist for a
Who is worthy of worship
Swiss hydroponics company. Yeah, Dad was a weed guru before
Who is the embodiment of Knowledge and Light
his time.
Who is the remover of sin and ignorance.
Despite his genius he was not a bragger, comfortable with
May He open our hearts and enlighten our intellect.)
captains of industry and respectful to the neighbourhood
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Deokee Persaud

A faithful, kind,
& gentle soul
Deokee Persaud
September 1, 1934 - November 10, 2021

M

rs Deokee Persaud passed away on
November 10, 2021, at the age of 87
in Ajax, Ontario. Persaud was born
on September 1, 1934, in the village
of Airy Hall in Guyana. She was the third child of ten
children of Bisnauth and Bhagmat Durbeej, and being
the eldest “girl child” in a farmer’s house, she quickly
became a second mother to her siblings and was hereafter referred to as “Didi”.
In the tradition of Hindus, Didi was married at the
early age of 16 to Kewal Persaud of Cummings Lodge;
this union produced five children, fortunate to have a
mother who did not subscribe to any form of flogging;
tears from a child would have been too much for Didi’s
gentle soul, and when her daughter, Devika, died early,
that gentle soul lamented mournfully.
Didi and her husband migrated to New York City
in the early 1990s. This must have been a trying time
for this older Didi to start all over again, but like the
faithful wife she was, and for the first time, she joined
the ranks of the employed in the home care service.
And here again Didi found her niche; her natural and
gentle inclination to care for others earned her smiles
from the Gods.
Didi and her husband relocated to Minneapolis in
the late 1990s to be near their son, Suresh. Didi was
now the old grandparent, and once again she was
called to duty; older people in her building discovered
a star was illuminating their lives: it was Didi. It may
be sacrilegious to suggest that a light emanated from
this grey-haired old Didi, but it was the light from her
soul.
Didi lost her husband, Kewal, in 2000 at the age of
69, and only those who knew her well saw the deep
sadness; she had lost her soulmate.
After Didi lost her husband, she slowly developed
Alzheimer’s, and it was at this point about six years ago
that Rick (Sam Persaud) and his wife, Ena, switched
places; they became Didi’s parents. And something
beautiful happened: somewhere deep in Didi’s consciousness, she knew that the Gods had brought her
home, and on November 10, 2021, the Gods came and
took her to yet another home.
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AUTHORS’ CORNER

Diaspora Must Reads

E

Ramphal’s novel explores idealism, illusions

Ameena Gafoor:
A Lantern In The Wind

meritus Professor David Dabydeen (University of
Warwick), and Director, Ameena Gafoor Institute, tells
us A Lantern In The Wind offers a rare insight into
Muslim life in Guyana.
He notes, “It is rich in detail, its realism enhanced by her
equally rich imagination. Muslim existence is rarely described
or represented in Caribbean literature, so Gafoor’s book fills a
significant gap.”
Additionally,
“Her tribute to her
mother is so painfully
moving and beautiful
that I had to pause
from reading so as to
catch my breath. Her
description of being an
immigrant in London
is, again, a relatively
rare revelation of
female experience,
and complements
Sam Selvon’s beautiful
novel, The Lonely
Londoners.”
Gafoor is the
Founder of The
Arts Forum Inc; the
Founding Editor of The
Arts Journal; and author of Aftermath of Empire: The Novels of
Roy A.K. Heath (2017).
She has received two National awards as well as recognition
from the Guyana Indian Commemoration Trust and the
Guyana Cultural Association of New York for her outstanding
contribution to the literary arts of Guyana and the Caribbean.
She has also received an award from Caribbean Voice for
her social work with Support for Vulnerable People through
The Gafoor Foundation.
Her critical articles are published in selected Journals.
A Lantern In The Wind is available from Hansib
Publications.
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linding light through her eyelids and a tickle in her
nose snatched Justina out of sleep. When her eyes
popped open, she winced from the sun’s rays piercing
her pupils and the sharp tip of a grass blade pricking one
eyeball. The musty smell of earth gave her a dull headache.
Her shoulders and neck hurt from lying on her side without a
pillow. A roll over to her back gave her a view of small puffy
clouds drifting across clear blue skies. Hawks soared high
above, competing for a breakfast of field mice. Smaller birds in
the distance whistled their mating calls at each other.
After a few moments of gathering her thoughts, Justina
raised herself to a sitting position and glanced around. She
was in the middle of a soccer field surrounded by a high solid
fence and a large gate. Trees
lined the outer perimeter of
the fence. Her dew-soaked
pajamas made her shiver in
the early morning breeze.
Her long polished fingernails
scratched the crisscross marks
indented on the cheek that lay
on the grass.
Justina clutched her throat
in panic. She had lost all
memory of her identity and
could not remember where
she lived or how she got to the
soccer stadium. She figured
that she had to be far away from home, since she did not
recognise her location.
A movement at the corner of her eye caught her attention.
She assumed that the groundskeeper and his staff had arrived
to prepare for an upcoming soccer game. She wandered over
to the men and asked for directions to her home, but no sound
came out of her mouth, and they ignored her as though she
did not exist. Justina was troubled. She looked down at her
body to confirm that she was not invisible, and wondered why
they couldn’t see her. Justina felt sick at the thought that she
had died, and she was the only one who could see her spirit.
Sadness came over her when she thought of Charles. They
were about to graduate from high school and enter college,
after which they planned to marry and have children. She did
not know what day it was, but knew that Charles would be
trying to call her as he does every morning. She pictured her
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By Ramdath Jagessar
It’s the illusion of the Americans and Soviets that they could
en Ramphal’s quiet thunderbolt novel Seeram’s Illusions play out a proxy battle in Guyana and escape unscathed.
delivers a brave answer to the question of how did the
It’s a world of illusion, all Don Quixotes and Sancho Panzas
South American nation of Guyana crash and burn in and Dulcineas that Ken Ramphal’s book reveals all in slow
the 1960s and 1970s of the last century.
motion train wreck that was Canal #2, that was Guyana in that
Truly, how does one understand the stampeding exodus horrendous time.
of 400,000 Guyanese out of a
Ken’s deceptively simple style
population of 637,000 in 1964
drags the reader into believing the
in the midst of burning, riots,
illusions ourselves, empathising
strikes, and political murwith the young men as they progders? It is mind numbing, just
ress to their teacher goal.
like seeing the tractors piling
Seeram has his trysts with Lolita
up the bodies of dead Jews
under the symbolic cashew tree, its
in Auschwitz concentration
fruit both sour and sweet, as the
camp.
village listens fearfully to distant
Ken does it by the Everyman,
war drums.
or rather Every village path
Burnham and the American
of carving out the story of the
ambassador and the CIA dish out
idyllic west bank village of
the money and the blows to unseat
Canal #2.
Jagan the premier, uncaring about
Two idealistic young friends,
the waves of uneasiness spreading
the East Indian Seeram, and
through the country.
African Bryant, plan to become
Inevitably, the waves crash over
teachers and escape the deadyoung teacher Seeram as he hurend of agricultural labour.
ries on his way to meeting Lolita,
Seeram yearns to connect
and she decides to remain under
with the luscious child woman
the cashew tree tasting the sour
Lolita.
fruit for eternity. So, it is
Villagers of the two races
for Seeram’s family, and for
hope to live together in harBryant and his family too, as
mony as always, and escape the
the villagers turn beast.
racial-political-ideological turThere is only one way out
moil boiling up in the distant
of this mess other than death,
capital of Georgetown.
and for Seeram’s shattered
It’s of course, all illusion.
family it is migration as they
Seeram’s illusion is Bryant’s
join the throng of the 400,000
illusion, is Lolita’s illusion, is Cover of Seeram’s Illusions;
seeking escape in a distant
inset, author Ken Ramphal
the villagers’ illusion.
land. Interestingly, Ken’s preIt is the illusion of the Indian politician Cheddi Jagan that he vious book is Escape to a Canadian Jungle.
could bring a Marxist Cuba-style government in Independent
Copies of this must-read novel can be obtained from Ken at
Guyana.
kramphal@rogers.com or here from amazon.com
It is the African leader Forbes Burnham’s illusion that he
Seeram’s Illusions is a little masterpiece, beautifully written
could frustrate and replace Jagan by any means without damag- and developed, with outstandingly memorable characters. In
ing the country.
my opinion, it is Ken Ramphal’s best book to date.
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The Supernatural
T im e L a p s e
cell phone ringing on the night table beside her bed where she
usually left it to charge overnight.
A man’s voice interrupted Justina’s musings. He spoke
in a foreign language and pointed to several locations in
the spectator stands around the soccer field. His assistants
followed his directions. They ambled over to the spots he
indicated and installed cylinders under the seats camouflaged
to look like parts of the seats.
Justina suspected
that the men were not
groundskeepers, but
terrorists intent on taking
lives with timebombs set to
explode during the game.
She presumed that the game
scheduled for that day had
to be a major international
event.
“Justina!” A hollow voice
called her name. “Justina!”
The voice called again.
“Yes.” Justina answered
and focused on the teacher standing beside her. She glanced
around at the smirks and chuckles from her classmates.
Charles’ direct stare and clenched teeth registered his concern.
Instead of pajamas, she was dressed for school.
“Welcome back to the land of the living.” The teacher
walked back to the front of the class.
Justina felt the blood rush to her cheeks. Embarrassment
bottled up the disturbing events in her daydream and caused
her to lose concentration for the remainder of the class.
Charles sat across from Justina in the cafeteria at lunch
break. His wordless gaze prompted Justina to explain what
happened in class. She told him of the experience she had and
drew the layout of the soccer stadium. She told Charles that
the men spoke a language that she did not understand but
their actions alarmed her.
Charles googled international soccer stadiums. They all had

Kamil
Ali

the same layout. He asked
Justina if she had read any
of the advertising boards. She said that the sign boards were all
digital and that they had been turned off at the time.
Charles checked the Itinerary for the International Soccer
League and found that several games were scheduled for
the weekend in different countries. He again checked their
stadiums and found that their designs were similar.
Justina thought about contacting the League, but dismissed
the thought. They would probably laugh at a silly high
schooler’s active imagination. She tried to convince Charles of
the high security involved at major sporting events. She was
sure that the bombs would be discovered before spectators
and players arrived. She also had doubts about the authenticity
of a dream, whether awake or asleep. Justina put her faith
in the fact that no terrorist threat had ever happened at any
international sporting event anywhere in the world.
Justina and Charles watched every soccer game
that followed. They set up tablets and phones to watch
simultaneous broadcasts of games around the world being
played at the same time. Nothing happened at any of the
soccer games for the next two months. Four teams played in
the semifinals and two went on to meet in the final game of
the season.
When they turned on the TV Justina’s heart pounded.
Charles bit his nails and scrutinised the early spectators
entering the gates. Justina’s scream made him jump. She
pointed to a dent in the gate that she had seen in her
daydream. She had forgotten about that detail until it appeared
in front of her.
The game was being played in Milan, Italy. The announcer
mentioned that the Pope and the country’s dignitaries were
going to attend the world event to support their team. The TV
cameras panned to the locations of the seats to be occupied by
the country’s VIPs.
Justina knew that her date with destiny had arrived. She no
longer questioned her dream. An urgent phone call averted
disaster and saved lives that fateful day.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Rowley faces Opposition
query on links, interests

Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley received
a third dose of the Sinopharm
vaccine on November 12. On
April 6 this year, Rowley tested
positive for the Covid-19 virus.
He later received his first vaccine
dose on July 13, with the second
dose administered on August 6.
He has since been tested twice,
with negative results, after coming
into contact with Covid-19 positive
persons. Late last month, he
dismissed calls by the Opposition
to not attend COP26 in Glasgow
following contact with a Magdalena
Resort employee in Tobago, who
subsequently tested positive
for the Covid-19 virus. In photo,
Rowley is being administered the
third shot of Sinopharm.

Port-of-Spain – There is no support for a fourth pandemic and fro can also help, and this can in turn encourage people to
lockdown in Trinidad and Tobago, with business groups argu- get vaccinated. You have to get innovative as well,” Faria added.
ing that to do so would further damage the nation’s economy.
Richie Sookhai, President of the Chaguanas Chamber of
The anti-lockdown statement was made by the business bod- Commerce, also expressed a similar sentiment, noting that
ies following Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh expressing a returning to a shutdown of some sectors to contain the numbers
concern late last week that with the forthcoming lifting of the will further cripple the economy.
State of Emergency and curfew, there could be a further rise in
Said Sookhai: “These lockdowns have really given the [Small
Covid-19 cases.
& Medium-sized Enterprises] a challenging time, and we need
Said Deyalsingh: “I am deathly afraid of
to be careful how we move forward with
that because then the partying is going to start
the pandemic. The government needs to be
back, and all of these things are going to start
mindful of this, and look for other methods to
back, and cases would most likely skyrocket.
implement, and not go backwards.”
Our healthcare system – the parallel healthSookhai said many bigger countries have
care system – may be overwhelmed, and we
experienced an upsurge in cases, but did not
are dealing with the known Delta variant.
impose further restrictions.
What happens if tomorrow you hear about
“I think the story that we have to push
another variant, which is more deadly? What
against is lockdowns are unnecessary. That is
are we going to do?”
because all over the world cases are spiking.
In response to Deyalsingh’s anxiety, Gabriel
For instance, the US, whose economy is much
Faria, Chief Executive Officer of the Trinidad
bigger than ours, has decided to remain open.
and Tobago Chamber of Industry and
We have to take into consideration our econCommerce, said it was critical that the govomy has already taken a severe hit, and thouernment does not again penalise the complisands are still without jobs,” Sookhai added.
ant citizens and business in any action it takes.
President of the Barkeepers & Operators
Richie Sookhai
“We have over 650,000 citizens who have
Association, Sateesh Moonasar, was not fearful
done their duty and taken the vaccine. The statistics show that of a fourth lockdown for the industry. According to Moonasar,
over 90 percent of the persons who are being treated in the par- bar and restaurants comprise the only sector that is operating
allel healthcare system are unvaccinated. So any remedial action with fully vaccinated patrons and staff.
must be focused on addressing the problem with unvaccinated,”
“The safe zone policy needs to be expanded, and what the
Faria said.
health authorities need to pay attention to is the unvaccinated
He explained that the issue is not the SoE or curfew; instead, in places such as the workplace, and other business sectors. The
it is ensuring the unvaccinated are not put into higher risk establishments that are operating in the safe zones have been
environments.
adhering thus far, with one or two owners in breach. But for the
Faria also advocated expanding the safe zones as other most part, businesspeople are conforming,” he said.
Caribbean countries have done.
Moonasar said with the restrictions imposed on the industry
“For example, public transport should be looked at as becom- to curb the spread of the virus, it will take between two and
ing a safe zone. So using a big bus to transport the vaccinated to three years for the sector to rebound.

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley on Friday
faced questions from Oropouche East MP Dr Roodal Moonilal
on his link to Inez Investments.
The questions arose during Question Time in the House of
Representatives. At the time, he was answering a question on
the A.N.R. Robinson Airport terminal building construction
project in Tobago.
Moonilal had asked whether the Prime Minister was aware
there was information in the public domain that China Railway
Construction Ltd, the contractor for the project, was debarred
and banned from bidding on World Bank and other multi-lateral development programmes as a result of being found guilty
of fraudulent practices at the end of 2019.
Rowley responded saying he was not surprised that his colleague from Oropouche East knew this. He also claimed he was
unaware of this information, adding, “We keep different company... I mean birds of a feather tend to flock together,” Rowley
said to desk-thumping.
However, Moonilal rejoined, saying: “Prime Minister on
that note of ‘birds of a
feather’, can you indicate
whether Inez Investment
Ltd, (owned by) Allan
Warner is a partner in
the terminal building
construction project and
whether you have a business interest..?'”
The question provoked cross-talk, with
the Speaker ruling the
question out of order.
Moonilal then asked:
“Mr Prime Minister, are
you aware whether in
Roodal Moonilal
the public construction
of the terminal building at the A.N.R. Robinson International
Airport, Inez Investments, of your friend Allan Warner, is
involved in the construction, with sub-contracts?”
Rowley responded, saying: “Madam Speaker, every citizen of
Trinidad and Tobago is my friend, including Allan Warner. But
I am not aware that Allan Warner is involved in this project at
Crown Point.”
Meanwhile, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar last
week raised questions about Maxine King, nominee for the
Police Service Commission, on the basis of an alleged connection to Inez Investments.
Persad-Bissessar noted that King was a wealth manager at
Firstline Securities, and that Firstline Securities was the collateral agent in developing the Bacolet Estate, along with Inez
Investments.
According to Persad-Bissessar, Inez Investments is run by
Warner, who “who happens to be the long-time business partner of Keith Rowley. This is the same Allan Warner of construction of Landate notoriety,” Persad-Bissessar said, referencing a
controversial building project in Tobago.

Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and Tobago
revealed last week that the Ministry of Health is presently
negotiating with the manufacturers and suppliers of the new
Covid-19 antiviral drugs with a view to procurement. It further revealed that the drugs would be purchased if and when
approved by the WHO.
The announcement was made by Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley last Friday. According to Rowley, the government
is now in talks with drug manufacturers Merck and Pfizer
International.
Rowley said while the drugs manufactured by Merck and
Pfizer were not WHO-approved at this time, the Ministry
of Health “has already proactively reached out to Pfizer
International, and is awaiting a non-disclosure agreement to
continue negotiations”.
He added, “As soon as the drug is approved, if it becomes
approved and ready for distribution, the population will be
informed, and the necessary action taken to make it available
once it is deemed to be useful for our purpose.”
Responding to questions from Fyzabad MP Lackram Bodoe
and Caroni East MP Dr Rai Ragbir during Prime Minister’s
Question Time in Parliament, Rowley said the government’s
policy remains that it would “only allow the use of medications,
protocols, and procedures approved by the WHO”.
He noted that Bodoe as a medical doctor would know that
none of the Merck and Pfizer drugs has been approved for use
by the WHO.

these drugs before approval, as it did with Sinopharm. Moonilal
said to do so beforehand would ensure Trinidad and Tobago
received the drugs in good time to save the lives of nationals
following approval.
However, Rowley said Trinidad and Tobago was in competition with no one, and that his government was talking about
the preparation to use the drug, in the same way it did with
Sinopharm while it was being evaluated by the WHO.
“That is why I am able to say that the authorities in the
Ministry of Health have ongoing negotiations and contact with
the possible suppliers. It is a standard procedure in preparation
to use [the drugs] in the event that it is approved,” Rowley said.
However, Ragbir said that most of the supply for the current
fiscal year from Merck had already been pre-ordered by other
countries. According to Ragbir, the UK had already ordered
480,000 courses and the US 3.1 million courses of the drugs
pending approval. He wondered why Trinidad and Tobago had
not pre-ordered the drugs pending WHO approval.
In response, Rowley said his intention was not about the
specifics and logistics, but to inform the nation the government
was seeking out options.
Said Rowley, “I will not be giving the impression that we are
sitting on our hands or doing nothing. That statement that I
just made indicates that we are in preparation to use it in the
event that we can have it and it is approved. And to tell me that
the British did this or the Germans did that, that doesn’t change
our position.”

Businesses say no to further lockdowns

Health ministry exploring acquisition of new Covid-19 antiviral drugs
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Lakram Bodoe
Rai Ragbir
“However, since it appears that these drugs may have some
potential, we await the appropriate approvals for their use in
the world, and Madam Speaker, in anticipation of that approval
forthcoming, the Ministry of Health is in negotiations with the
manufacturers and suppliers, and in the event there is approval
and distribution availability, we would be ready to inform the
population, and to use them as and when they become approved
for use by the WHO,” Rowley reiterated.
In response to a question from Bodoe, he said it would be
premature at this stage to speak to the number of doses the
government was planning to order.
Oropouche East MP Dr Roodal Moonilal then sought to have
Rowley give an assurance that his government would pre-order
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T&T govt ends SoE earlier than planned
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s State of Emergency cination programme, but we can do without it now.”
will come to an end almost two weeks earlier than expectWhile the termination of the SoE means there will no longer
ed. The move was announced over the weekend by Prime be a curfew, several restrictions will remain in place under the
Minister Dr Keith Rowley, who indicated the SoE will be lifted public health regulations.
when Parliament meets today. It was set to legally expire on
The masking while in public will still be enforced; also, pubNovember 29.
lic gatherings will remain limited to ten people, and with parties
The SoE was originally declared by President Paula-Mae prohibited, Rowley said.
Weekes on May 15, and was extended for three months on May
Additionally, public transport stays at 75 percent capacity,
24. Its first three-month extension expired on midnight on while places of worship will continue to operate at 50 percent
August 29, with a second extencapacity for services of up to 90
sion approved by Parliament to
minutes.
end in November.
Up to 25 people at a time will
A further extension of the
be allowed to attend funeral
SoE, according to Section 10
services, up from the previous
(2) of the Constitution, would
ten. Safe zones will continue to
require the support of a threeoperate as they have been, and
fifths majority of the House and
border restrictions will remain
also of the Senate. However,
in place.
on Saturday, Rowley said the
Rowley also indicated that
government would dissolve the
schools would remain closed to
SoE today.
students not in the forms four,
Following
Rowley’s
five, and six cohort. He said it
announcement, Opposition MP
was his government’s hope to
Dr Roodal Moonilal said the
reopen schools for the remaingovernment’s decision to end
der of students come January.
the SoE on November 17 made
Beaches will also stay closed,
little sense in the wake of a spike
he said. Acknowledging that
in Covid-19 cases and deaths.
many nationals have been
“[It] is a fascinating developanticipating the reopening of
ment,” Moonilal said.
beaches and rivers, Rowley said
Keith Rowley
However, Rowley said the
such gatherings may lead to
SoE had served its purpose.
persons pooling and partying at these locations.
“It was a holding arrangement to reduce the period of expo“Open beaches attract a certain kind of activity, and that
sure and mixing until such time where we could have had a activity is coming together, crowding and partying... that is
rollout of our vaccination programme,” Rowley said.
what we are afraid of,” he said. '
He added, “We have done that. What we can do now is to
Rowley said he hoped to give the green light for beaches to
remove that restriction and allow those elements of the econ- reopen before Christmas.
omy for whom the SoE and the curfew was a stricture of some
The discontinuation of the SoE comes amidst a spike in
kind, and allow the population to take more responsibility for Covid-19 deaths and cases, with a significant uptick in the
itself, because this is what it is going to be. There is no shortcut... numbers late last week that saw 22 new deaths and 403 cases
the SoE gave us breathing room to start and continue the vac- being recorded.

Beaches in T&T remain closed
In a response to Rowley’s announcement by the Opposition,
Oropouche East MP Moonilal said it made no sense for the government to end the SoE early, since it was legally set to expire in
less than two weeks on November 29.
He also questioned its termination given the ongoing spikes
in Covid-19 infections and deaths, saying the government’s
move “was a fascinating development”.
Said Moonilal: “[The government] adjourned the Parliament
on Friday to a date to be fixed. So, it means up to Friday the
government did not know what they were doing on Wednesday.
If they had adjourned the Parliament on Friday with the intention to come back Wednesday, they would have announced
that we adjourned to next Wednesday and we intend to do this
business. It means, in a state of a pandemic, the government is
operating by vaps.”
He added, “They are coming now to revoke the SoE that
would have automatically lapsed 12 days after [today]. I don’t
know if it will make any great difference because it was going to
lapse at the end of the month in any event.”
Moonilal noted the rising numbers of deaths and new infections, and wondered whether the move by the government to
end the SoE was intended to give it more room to manoeuvre
during its election campaigning in Tobago. Elections take place
in Tobago on December 6.
Said Moonilal: “They are trying to save their skin in Tobago,
and they may just want to do away with the SoE to be able to
campaign [there].”

Unvaccinated puts ICUs under pressure

Dr Sharon Innis vaccinates a patient earlier this year

Deyalsingh laments non-vaccine
Ivermectin, antibiotics remedies

Port-of-Spain – Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh last
week revealed that private medical practitioners were treating
Covid-19 patients with antibiotics and other medications that
do not combat the coronavirus.
Deyalsingh noted that patients using these drugs at home
usually become critically ill, and then need ICU intervention
and treatment at public institutions.
According to Deyalsingh, a meeting last week with doctors
from the five regional health authorities revealed some practitioners were administering antibiotics, Ivermectin, and oxygen
therapies to patients diagnosed with Covid-19.
Said Deyalsingh: “Doctors with whom I met… are telling me
patients are being treated by the private sector doctors with a
combination of Ivermectim and antibiotics… There is a place
for antibiotics if you have a secondary bacterial infection coming out of a viral infection… These patients are being given
antibiotics as first-line therapy for a viral infection together with
Ivermectin, together with alternative medicine, together with
home oxygen.”
Deyalsingh said the outcome of such a treatment was these
patients would eventually realise the medication was not working, and would then seek care at public hospitals.
“What the doctors reported to me is these patients become
hypoxic at home. Hypoxia means they don’t have enough
oxygen for three to five days before calling the ambulance and
coming into the hospital system. When they reach, because they
have been treated at home with Ivermectin and antibiotics, they
need to go immediately into ICU,” he said.
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Abdool-Richards said within the past week there was a sigPort-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s Health Minister
Terrence Deyalsingh revealed last week that the country’s vac- nificant increase in the number of patients seeking medical care
cination programme had come to a halt, even as the end of the at health institutions, with the statistics indicating more than
week saw 22 reported deaths from the Covid-19 virus. The total 90 percent of those patients were non-vaccinated, or not fully
number of deaths at the end of last week was the second-highest vaccinated.
She further revealed that admissions to the parallel healthin the 24 hours since Thursday, and was close to the record
care system during the second week of November were 91.
fatalities for one day at 23 that was recorded on May 18
There were 56 admissions in the first
Confirming the vaccination slowweek.
down late last week, Deyalsingh said:
While these admissions did not
“Over the past two weeks we have
appear to be significant totals, the
been averaging roughly about 1,200
increases were mainly in patients who
per day between first doses of a twohad to be admitted into the ICUs,
dose regime, and the Johnson and
which require significantly more
Johnson one shot.”
resources, she said.
Deyalsingh also noted that doctors
“So, it means that we are adding
and nurses are burned out and tired
ICU-level patients on a daily basis
because people were not following
with a limited supply of beds, and
health protocols.
these patients are requiring several
“Quite frankly they are fed up. The
days of care. For 114 days or so,
doctors are telling me that patients are
we maintained an occupancy that
being treated by private-sector docwas less than 40 percent, and that
tors at home with a combination of
period was really between July 15
the following drugs: Ivermectin, and
Maryam Abdool-Richards
and November 9. However, we have
antibiotics to treat a viral infection.
These patients are being given antibiotics as first-line therapy. noticed that in the past weeks, that occupancy level, and that
What the doctors reported to me… is that these patients are is the overall occupancy, has increased significantly,” she said.
Late last week, the overall occupancy across Trinidad and
hypoxic at home, which means you don’t have enough oxygen.
This is for three to five days before calling the ambulance,” he Tobago was at 48 percent, she said.
“[On Saturday] morning there were 61 operationalised ICU
said.
Deyalsingh’s revelations were amplified by Principal Medical beds in the parallel healthcare system. We also have beds where
Officer of Health responsible for Institutions Dr Maryam we have increased capacity in the Accident and Emergency. Of
Abdool-Richards, who reaffirmed that the nation’s health work- the 61 beds in Trinidad, 53 of those beds are filled. That is an
87 percent occupancy; and of those 53 patients in the ICU, 49 of
ers were burnt out, overwhelmed, and tired.
Abdool-Richards revealed that some healthcare professionals them are not fully vaccinated,” she said.
Over the weekend in Tobago four out of the five beds were
have been working around the clock to treat and save the lives of
people who contracted the Covid-19 virus. However, with hun- filled, with none of the patients fully vaccinated, she added.
Said Abdool-Richards: “This is indeed a cause for significant
dreds of thousands of citizens refusing to be vaccinated, there
was now a “very grim reality” within the healthcare system that concern and very worrisome, especially given the percentage of
non-vaccinated persons who are requiring hospital care, and we
could soon lead to its collapse.
“We continue to try our very best, our medical team. I am are seeing it daily. It is a trend. When we look at actual numbers
here appealing not just on behalf of the health team and the of Covid-19 positive patients in the parallel healthcare system,
Minister of Health and the Prime Minister, but on behalf of the significant majority of persons in the parallel healthcare
every frontline medical worker who has worked tirelessly since system are in the hospital, as opposed to in the step-down facilities.”
February 2020 (to deliver vaccinations),” she said.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Mere Mehboob’s thorny path to love suspenseful & heart-rending

Mere Mehboob
Movie review by Memsaab
his is one of the most romantic
films I’ve ever seen, with
absolutely sublime music by
Naushad. It’s a Muslim social drama set
in Lucknow, with all the attendant grace
and beauty you would expect. Elaborate
sets and costumes are de rigueur!
Love blooms for Sadhana and
Rajendra Kumar, and there is also
a lovely romance between the so
Rajendra Kumar and Ameeta in the gazing game
handsome Ashok Kumar and pretty
Naseem happens to live next door to the house that Anwar has
Nimmi.
rented – his balcony overlooks her back window and garden.
Obstacles and misunderstandings abound, seasoned
At their first poetry tutoring session, Anwar asks Husna
with (mostly) funny-man Johnny Walker’s antics, and made
(who sits on the other side of a screen from him – purdah is
compelling by the people and relationships you can’t help but
observed rather erratically in the film, but quite possibly
root for – this is my favourite kind of movie.
is in real life too) to recite a favourite poem so he can
Even the fairly poor condition of the colour print only adds
gauge her taste. She astonishes him by reciting his own
to the old-fashioned and elegant ambiance of it all.
song back at him.
Almost-graduate Anwar Hussain (Rajendra Kumar) has
Ecstatic but shy, each pretends that his or her
seen a girl’s eyes through her burkha, and fallen hard for them.
“friend” has feelings for the other, and then they rush
When he despairs of finding her before school ends, his best
off to share the joy of finding their beloveds with their
friend Ghayal (Johnny Walker) encourages him to write a
best friends.
poem for her for the shair competition that Anwar has won
At Naseem’s house, Husna sings the Mere Mehboob
every year.
song, and Anwar overhears. Going out on his balcony,
He does so, and performs the lovely, haunting Mere
Mehboob Tujhe – instantly winning the adoration of the girl he he spots Naseem at the window and mistakes her
for his newfound love. For her part, Naseem sees the
seeks, Husna (Sadhana).
handsome young man staring at her and is smitten. This
She attempts to meet him afterwards, but is scared off by
misunderstanding leads to a happy evening spent gazing
other students crowding around to congratulate him. Poor
across the narrow street at each other.
Anwar has no other opportunity to meet her before he boards a
It doesn’t take long for Husna and Anwar to discover
train home to Lucknow with Ghayal.
that their “friends” are in fact each other, though. The
Unbeknownst to him she is in the ladies compartment of the
Nawab calls Anwar by name in Husna’s hearing, and
same train, and her brother the Nawab (Ashok Kumar) ends up
then tells Anwar that Husna herself – not her “friend” –
in the same carriage as Anwar and Ghayal – who knows him,
went to college in Aligarh where she heard him sing.
and introduces him to Anwar.
Anwar realises that he’ ha made a mistake with his
Ghayal is the son of the richest man in Lucknow, a
neighbour, but forgets about her quickly (after all, he
moneylender. He wants Binda (Ghayal’s real name) to join the
has no idea who she is). He advances boldly beyond the
family business but Ghayal prefers to dabble in poetry. On one
of his first days home, he is riding his bike in the time-honored screen at the next tutoring session – not much tutoring
“Look Ma! No hands!” tradition when he loses his balance and is getting done, I can tell you! – and finally gets to see
Husna’s face. He murmurs “Subhan Allah!” reverently. I
crashes into the girl who becomes the object of his affections.
melt into a puddle.
This, and the ongoing arguments with his father at home
Meanwhile, the Nawab has been thinking about
make up the Comic Side Plot (CSP), and that’s all I’m going to
getting Husna married, and discusses it with Najma. He
say on the subject.
has had offers from people with lots of money, but he has
Johnny Walker is one of my favourite comedians, and he
a boy in mind who is educated and of good character,
makes me laugh during this film; thus, I find it easy to forgive
although he doesn’t know much about his family.
the CSP interruptions, and the fact that Praveen Paul and
Najma unwittingly supports Anwar’s case by pointing
Sunder (who play his parents) don’t look any older than he
out gently that an education is as good as money.
does, nor does Johnny himself look even close to the same age
Their relationship is fun to watch too. Clearly they
as Rajendra Kumar and Sadhana.
genuinely love each other, and though both agree
So on with the main plot: Anwar’s education and support
that marriage is not possible, they share a happy
have been provided by his older sister Najma (Nimmi). When
the two of them were orphaned at an early age, greedy relatives companionship together.
Of course I think they should get married despite
mistreated them and stole their inheritance. To survive, Najma
societal disapproval, and I pray that the Nawab will
took Anwar away and started working as a dancer in the
wake up one day and smell the coffee!
theatre. They are extremely close, and I love their bhai-bahen
At least it looks like a happy ending in store for our
relationship.
Anwar and our Husna, but there is a lot of stuff in the
Najma’s dancing is not respectable work, and in fact she
way. First of all, Naseem still loves Anwar and thinks he
doesn’t want anyone to know that she is Anwar’s sister for fear
loves her.
of tainting his reputation and prospects. For his part, Anwar
Secondly, one of Naseem’s uncles – a wealthy but
longs to acknowledge her, dancer or not, and now that his
characterless man played by Pran – has gotten a look at
education is complete he wants her to give up the profession
Husna himself, and he wants to marry her.
that she so dislikes, and which so shames her. He can’t bear to
When Naseem’s aunt (Mumtaz Begum) brings his
see her on stage, although I think she’s lovely!
proposal to the Nawab and is rejected, we discover that
Someone else who finds her lovely is the Nawab: he is in
love with her, and as her official “protector” has saved her from the Nawab himself has some big problems.
And of course, Anwar doesn’t know anything about
the advances of other men, but he won’t marry her because he
the Nawab’s relationship with his sister. Worst of all, the
feels an obligation to maintain his old and respected family’s
Nawab is about to find out that the man he has chosen
name.
for his sister is the brother of the woman whom society
Anwar knows nothing about their relationship, although
– and he – have deemed unfit for marriage into his family!
the Nawab has confided in Husna about his love for Najma.
Can our lovers survive the onslaught of scheming by Pran
Theirs is also a close brother-sister relationship. He refuses to
and Mumtaz Begum? They are no slouches at evildoing! What
get married at all, since the woman he loves “can’t be made
will Naseem do when she discovers that the man she dreams
mistress of this house”.
of loves her best friend? And finally, can the Nawab choose
The Nawab sits around smoking his hookah all day, and
happiness for his sister over the family’s honour? What about
their house is absolutely over-the-top grand. It’s Mughalhappiness for himself and Najma?
palace-meets-1950s-Hollywood-set-decoration.
It’s a heart-rending and suspenseful trip along the thorny
Anyway, Anwar needs a job, and Ghayal suggests he ask
path of love, but a trip I highly recommend.
the Nawab for assistance (it’s not what you know, but who!).
Naushad’s songs for this film are deservedly famous; my
The Nawab is thrilled to see the young men again, and happily
recommends Anwar for an editor’s job at a local newspaper. He favourite besides Mere Mehboob Tujhe is the lively dance
number Jaaneman Ek Nazar Dekhle, performed by Ameeta. I
asks Anwar for a favour in return: his sister writes poetry, and
need to see more of her!
could use some tutoring.
The ambiance is of a time and culture now gone – if
Husna can’t stop thinking about the handsome poet from
romance and history are your thing, you will love this.
college, and has confided in her best friend Naseem (Ameeta).

T
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Bhai-Bahen: Rajendra Kumar & sister Nimmi

Johnny Walker: “Look Ma! No hands!”

Ashok Kumar & Mumtaz Begum

Rajendra Kumar & Sadhna

Ashook Kumar smoking the hookah all day
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Being in India gives me the opportunity
to be the best version of myself —
Richard Klein

’

Klein undergoes a bucket-list remake
in India — the land of re-incarnation
coastal metropolis part-time. He alternated
no hot water in the shower. A lot of times there
between a gig editing subtitles for Englishwasn’t even a shower — most of my time in
language television shows in Mumbai and
India, I’ve taken a bucket bath, which is actututoring back in California, where he would
ally great.
make enough money to underwrite another
How did you go from editing subtitles
six months of trying to make it in the perto acting in Bollywood productions?
forming arts world in India.
bout four years after moving to Mumbai,
Eventually it paid off.
I started getting opportunities for voiceKlein, now 55, has appeared in dozens of
over work: corporate presentations, TV and
Indian films, television shows, and commerradio commercials that wanted an American
cials, playing such varied roles as a scientist,
or British accent. Then I started getting calls
doctor, chef, spy, and, owing to his ability
to dub Bollywood movies. Then I got invited
to nail a British accent, quite often, a “mean
to audition to act.
British officer”.
At first, I got background parts. And then,
Making the change was not without strife.
because I’m blessed with an American accent
Still, he said he would do it all over again.
and some vocal training, I started auditioning
Said Klein: “I’m in India, you know, the
for and getting speaking roles.
land of reincarnation, but as far as I’m conIt was a godsend. It was another miracle of
cerned, I have this one life that I’m dealing
India. To be able to learn a new art form now
with. I want to make
is so incredibly beautithe most of it.”
ful and such an amazing
(The following interview
opportunity.
has been edited
What’s next for you?
and condensed.)
want to keep going
What was the waterwith the acting.
shed moment?
There’s so much more
was working as a
to learn. I’m getting a
teacher at a Hebrew
lot of good feedback,
day school, and one
and the parts are getting
morning I woke up and
better, and they’re getthought, “If I don’t do
ting more varied. I don’t
something, I could be
always play a mean
here for the next 20
British officer anymore.
years.” That wouldn’t
I’m getting other kinds
be a terrible outcome,
of roles, bigger roles,
but it wasn’t the one I
and I’m getting more
Klein acts out a role from a
wanted.
respect. I’m in a beaupotential script in his Bandra
I studied India in
tiful, sci-fi love story
apartment.
graduate school, when
called X = Prem that
I was pursuing a degree in religion. Learning
comes out in February. It’s my fourth time
about India inspired me to adopt the nickworking with the director, Srijit Mukherji.
name Bhakti, which I’ve used since 1991,
Otherwise, I just want to live every day in
though I never changed my name legally.
this amazing country.
In a broad sense, Bhakti means devotion
How has this new act changed you?
eing here gives me the opportunity to be
and love. The word is a reminder to lead with
the best version of myself. I wasn’t feeling
my heart instead of my head, so every time I
that opportunity in the US. I feel like people
hear my name, I think of that.
here see me the way I want to be seen. I don’t
My first trip to India was in 1995 as a
backpacker. I absolutely loved it. I went back a know why. I honestly feel like it boils down to
the ridiculous love that I have for this place.
few times after that. So I thought: what if I go
What advice would you give to people
there, stay, and see what happens?
who are stuck and looking to make a
On one of my first nights in Mumbai, I
big change?
went out to a jazz club. All the performers
ream a big dream, then figure out what
were foreigners. We got to talking afterward,
all the little incremental steps are to get
and I ended up joining their group as a singer,
there, and hit those steps one by one. There
which was my first foray into the performing
are always obstacles. Loved ones can be an
arts world here.
What was the biggest challenge that obstacle, money can be an obstacle. It’s not
easy.
you had to navigate?
hen I first arrived, I was staying in fairly
There’s lots of sacrifice involved, but you
cheap places. A lot of times, there was
can dream a big dream and make it come true.

A

By Sheila Yasmin Marikar
y most accounts, Richard Klein had a
pretty good life: a solid job as a teacher
at a Hebrew day school in Oakland,
California; friends that were like family, and a
passion for singing and dancing that ruled his
nights and weekends. But one morning, at the
age of 45, he woke up and realised that he had
yet to embrace his full potential. He wanted to
break into Bollywood.
“I’ve always loved performing, and I was lis-

B

tening to Indian classical and devotional music
a lot,” at the time, Klein said.
The 2001 Bollywood epic Lagaan inspired
him to try and make his passion his profession.
“Things have come full circle,” he said, adding that he appears in the 2022 film Lal Singh
Chaddha with Aamir Khan, who starred in
Lagaan.
Six months after that fateful morning,
Klein, who is divorced and has no children,
moved to Mumbai. At first, he lived in the

Madhvani hopeful crime thriller
Aarya takes International Emmy

By Vineeta Deepak
the Bollywood elite as partners. Nearly 40
video streaming platforms including Disney+
ollywood director and ad maker Ram
Hotstar, Netflix, Amazon Prime Video,
Madhvani’s Internet series Aarya has
Apple TV, and SonyLiv are operating in the
already received plenty of love from
country, presenting an array of original Indian
viewers, along with widespread critical acclaim
programming to their international audiences.
in India.
US video streaming platforms like Netflix
Come November 22, Madhvani will know
and Amazon Prime Video are also looking
whether the first season of the crime thriller
at the huge Indian market to power the next
wins an International Emmy, the award
phase of their commercial growth, driven by
created to honour excellence in television
cheap smartphones and affordable data.
programming outside the US.
More than 40 percent of India’s 1.3 billion
One of the most popular Indian shows
people use the Internet, according to the
streamed on Disney+ Hotstar, Aarya is
World Bank. An estimated 900 million
nominated in the best drama category, and is
Internet users are expected in India by 2025.
an official remake of the Dutch crime drama
The PricewaterhouseCoopers global
Penoza. The show is nominated alongside
entertainment and media
Chile’s El Presidente, Israel’s
outlook 2020-2024 says India
Tehran, and the UK show,
will overtake South Korea,
There She Goes Season 2.
Germany, and Australia to
“I think that this is really
become the sixth-largest
a great opportunity for me
market in 2024, with growth
to tell people that this is
of more than 28 percent, the
the work that we have, not
fastest of any world market.
just from an Aarya point
To grow their streaming
of view, but from an India
audience, Indian film makers
point of view,” Madhvani
are experimenting with
told AP.
both diverse stories and the
The show also streams
narrative devices they are
on Hulu, and has been
now using.
dubbed in multiple
For Aarya, Madhvani
languages. It, features actor
used what he calls System
and former Miss Universe
Ram Madhvani
360, which includes filming
Sushmita Sen in a careeron actual locations, using multiple cameras,
defining role.
and no lights.
Sen plays Aarya Sareen, whose world turns
“Basically I’ll shoot with two, three, four,
upside down when her husband is shot and
seven cameras and I allow the actor to do
she has to “choose between being a mother, a
long scenes where I’m interested in life before
daughter and a wife,” Madhvani said.
action and after cut. I do it in a bit of a
Two other Indians – actor Nawazuddin
documentary-like style,” he said.
Siddiqui for his Netflix movie Serious Men,
Madhvani is hoping the show will get a
and Vir Das for his Netflix comedy special Vir
Das: For India – have also been nominated for larger international audience thanks to the
Emmy nomination. His team is currently
this year’s International Emmys.
working on the second season, which
Netflix show Delhi Crime, a fictionalised
promises to keep the emotional quotient of
version of a brutal New Delhi gang rape, won
the crime thriller high.
the best drama series last year, signaling the
His first movie in 2002, Let’s Talk,
arrival and recognition of Indian Internet
premiered at the Locarno film festival. His
content on the global scene.
2016 award-winning movie Neerja was a
Streaming platforms have significantly
critical and commercial success, and his next
increased their investment in producing
film, Dhamaka, is slated for a Netflix release
or licensing Indian shows over the last few
later this month.
years, signing up influential names among
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Richard Klein rehearses in his apartment in the Mumbai suburb of Bandra with
his sidekick, an orange rescue cat named Mr Bill. Photos by Prarthna Singh.
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Racism in English Cricket: Yorkshire Implodes...

Yorkshire ‘ready to change’: Patel

T

he new chairman of Yorkshire County Cricket Club Lord
Kamlesh Patel last week offered an unreserved apology
to Azeem Rafiq following settling his long-running employment tribunal, ESPNcricinfo reported. The apology and settlement moves were described as a “first vital step” in Yorkshire
becoming “a club which people can trust to do the right thing”.
Following his taking up the role, Patel praised Rafiq’s courage
as a whistleblower on what he alleged was a culture of institutional racism and bullying at Yorkshire. Patel insisted that after
158 years the club was “ready to change”.
The employment tribunal had originally failed to reach a settlement in June this year after Rafiq declined to sign a Non-Disclosure Agreement in return for a six-figure sum. However, last
week Patel confirmed that
the club has now waived any
such demands in concluding
the case.
Said Patel: “Absolutely no
restrictions have been placed
on Azeem on what he can or
cannot say about his experiences. The settlement does
not involve [an NDA]. The
club was wrong to have asked
Azeem to agree to an NDA
in the past, and he rightly refused. And we’ve apologised
unreservedly for previously
Azeem Rafiq; inset,
making that demand.”
He added, “Our offer means Azeem will be free to speak
about his experiences publicly. He is free to answer any questions that are put to him when he wants, and that includes the
[November 16] select committee hearing.”
Speaking to the settlement, Rafiq said in a statement: “I want
to thank Lord Patel for making the offer and sorting this out
within 72 hours of his appointment. It should not have taken the
rest of the club a year to realise I would not be silenced through
an NDA.”
Rafiq added, “I spoke out because I wanted to create change
at the club. I brought a legal claim because the club refused to
acknowledge the problem and create change. For the first time
that I can remember, I have hope this might happen – but I will
be watching and continue to campaign to ensure that it does.”
Addressing the measures taken since the scale of the crisis
became apparent to Yorkshire, Patel added he had called for an
independent whistle-blowing hotline to be set up, to “curate a
safe space” for other victims of discrimination to come forward
with their experiences.
Last week Yorkshire indicated a whistleblower hotline would

be set up starting November 15.
Said Patel: “We need to listen. We want anyone who has suffered issues to come forward, and I’ve noticed that some people
who have come forward recently who appeared to feel unable to
step forward in Azeem’s case. This hotline will provide us with
important data as to where specific problems lie so that we can
begin to make improvements which are desperately needed. Its independence will allow any of
those who felt silenced or
intimidated to come forward in a safe place.”
Patel also pledged to
commission a specialist independent review
of Yorkshire’s processes
and procedures on diversity and inclusion,
including discrimination on
the grounds of gender, race,
religion and disability, in the
wake of the club’s myriad failings in the Azeem case.
“Our fans, the cricketing
world, and the wider public
need to trust that we are fit for
purpose, and we can deal with
Lord Kamlesh Patel
issues in a fair and a transparent way. My aim is to work together with a range of stakeholders
to do this, and this will be tied to my future action plan,” Patel
said.
He added that the controversial report into Yorkshire’s racism
investigation, which the club had long refused to share beyond
a handful of senior employees, had now been passed on to all
parties with a legal interest in the case. Among the recipients are
Rafiq’s lawyers, the Equality and Human Rights Commission,
the England and Wales Cricket Board, and Julian Knight, the
chair of the Digital, Culture, Media, and Sport select committee.
“I can confirm that I’ve had discussions and meetings with
the ECB about the restoration of international cricket. We will
have to demonstrate that we are addressing the root causes of
the issues, and that we are leading change before having any
concrete conversations on that,” Patel said.
He added, “There’s much more to be done… I’m determined
to make this club the beating heart of English cricket again. After 158 years, we’re ready to change. We’re ready to accept the
past, and we’re ready to become a club which people can trust to
do the right thing.”

Fans at a cricket game at Headingly Stadium
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Root firm on not seeing abuse

A

fter Joe Root claimed he did not witness racism during
his 14 years at Yorkshire, Azeem Rafiq tweeted he was
“incredibly hurt” and disappointed by the statement
from England’s Test captain, the Guardian reported last week.
On Thursday Root broke his silence on the implosion at
Yorkshire County Cricket Club hours before its Chief Executive
Mark Arthur confirmed his resignation.
In a statement from England’s quarantine camp in
Queensland, Australia, Root said racism was “intolerable”, and
called for change in the sport.
However, Root was later asked three times whether he could
remember any of the abuse that Rafiq has alleged was widespread during his two spells in the Yorkshire dressing room between 2008 and 2018.
He response was, “Not that I can recall; no I can’t.” However,
he added, “[It] is clear things happened” that need eradicating.
He also pledged to help Lord Patel, the new Yorkshire chair.
According to reports following Root’s claim, Rafiq was said
to have been disappointed with the English captain failing to acknowledge personally witnessing wrongdoing at Yorkshire. An
hour after Root’s statement, Rafiq tweeted: “Disappointed is not
even the feeling. Incredibly Hurt. But uncomfortable truths are
hard to accept it seems.”
Root’s claim and Rafiq’s response were later followed by the
news that Arthur had resigned in the wake of the scandal. Following Arthur’s exit, his replacement Patel said the departure
was “an important moment for the club”, and added that new
leadership “will be vital in driving the change we urgently need”.
Arthur was at Yorkshire’s helm when Rafiq’s original allegations of racism were not properly escalated after he left the club
in 2018. Before leaving, Arthur thanked supporters and listed
the six-year south Asian engagement programme, and the redevelopment of the Bradford Park Avenue ground as being among
the highlights of his eight-year tenure.

Yorkshire did not protect spectators from abuse

Y
Headingly Stadium

Joe Root

orkshire County Cricket Club have been found to be
“woefully inadequate” in protecting players and spectators from racist abuse, according to the report into
Azeem Rafiq’s allegations of racism at the club, ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
While upholding complaints of racism or discriminatory behaviour against two of the coaching staff, the report also noted
“a very real, prolific, and highly concerning problem of Muslim
spectators being subjected to racial abuse at Headingley”.
It also chastised the club for “a very concerning and alarming
pattern” of failing to act when such behaviour was reported.
After hearing evidence, which included incidents of alcohol
being thrown over Muslim spectators, including children, and
the shouting of racist abuse, which in one case was done by the
grandparent of a current player, the report concluded the club
“failed to deal, adequately or at all, with such allegations”. The
report further stated that this inaction could have the effect of
discouraging Muslim spectators from attending Headingly Stadium.
The England and Wales Cricket Board has since suspended
Yorkshire from hosting major matches, including international
games and Hundred knock-out fixtures until it is able to prove
action has been taken to improve the situation.
The incidents included in the report, which was produced by
an independent panel, include one in which the grandfather of
a player shouted, “Who are all those P*ki kids running around”;
there were also several incidents were alcohol was deliberately
thrown on Muslim spectators. A club employee described the
management’s response to the incident as “not interested”.
While the incident involving the grandfather of the player
was reported to the police, the panel said this should not have
“absolved [the club] from taking further action”. As it was, the
club did not investigate further, nor did it take action against the

individual concerned.
“The panel’s view is that the club’s actions have been woefully
inadequate in protecting both spectators and players from being
subjected to racist abuse by others, and their omissions have had
the unfortunate result that those responsible for such behaviour
have suffered no adverse consequences for their actions,” the report stated.
It added, “The panel notes there appears to be a very concerning and alarming pattern of the club failing to take any action,
or taking inadequate action, when such incidents are reported
to them, and failing to adopt any or any adequate measures of
prevention, control or elimination of racist abuse.”
Also, “The panel observes that the club could have made
further enquiries and taken action, such as banning the grandparent from attending the grounds; issuing a general statement
or apology to those who were there and witnessed it; issuing a
statement concerning how such language will not be tolerated
by the Club; and reminding players that they are ultimately responsible for their family members’ actions on YCCC premises,
and that they must make every effort to ensure their families
behave appropriately and respectfully.”
The report concluded: “This is a historic problem which has
continued precisely because YCCC have failed to address it or
take any action in respect of it.”
The panel also upheld a complaint against a more senior
member of the coaching team, a former international player, for
discriminating against former West Indies fast bowler Tino Best
“on the grounds of his nationality, and, therefore, his race”.
That coach was alleged to have said, “Go home”, during a disagreement following a game.
In the panel’s view, this was a reference to the overseas player’s nationality and therefore amounted “to discrimination on
the grounds of race under the Equality Act 2010”.
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Chanders lands coaching role for Under-19s

S

hivnarine Chanderpaul has been appointed a batting con- cently served as a member of the Guyana Jaguars coaching staff
sultant by Cricket West Indies, and started coaching the in the regional domestic championship.
West Indies Under-19s last Monday, the Caribbean Media
The training camp is underway in Antigua, and ends on NoCorporation has reported.
vember 28. It is being conducted at Coolidge Cricket Ground.
He is now a member of the coaching staff headed by Floyd Among the players receiving attention from the veterans in the
Reifer, as preparation ramps up for next year’s ICC Under-19 coaching staff are newcomers Jaden Leacock and Kevin WickWorld Cup in the Caribham.
bean from January 4-FebLeacock is a rightruary 3.
arm fast-medium bowler
“We want to welcome
and right-hand batsman,
Shivnarine Chanderpaul
while Wickham is a rightto the Rising Stars U19s
handed batsman who
group, and we look forbowls right-arm wrist
ward to him working with
spin.
our young players at this
Chief Under-19s seleccritical stage in their detor, Robert Haynes, said
velopment pathway,” said
the preparation camp
director of cricket, Jimmy
would be key to the selecAdams.
tion of the final squad for
He added, “Shiv has a
next year’s tournament.
tremendous amount of
“Having had a monthcricketing knowledge and
long camp in Antigua in
know-how, and he will
August followed by the
be a great addition to the
18-man West Indies UnShivnarine Chanderpaul
coaching staff. We already
der-19 squad tour of Enghave another icon of the game in Sir Curtly Ambrose, who has land, I am looking forward to seeing the continued progress and
been involved with the squad since the camp in August, as well improvements of the various players, as well as to interact with
as several other outstanding coaches.”
them to understand their thinking and approach to the game,”
Sir Curtly serves as bowling coach, with former Test spinner Haynes said.
Ryan Austin (spin bowling), and ex-first class players Steve LiHe added, “The two-week camp will include four practice
burd (fielding), Jamal Smith (wicketkeeping) and Rohan Nurse matches along with continued skills and physical development,
(assistant head coach) completing the coaching staff.
and it’s an opportunity for all players invited to stake a claim for
Chanderpaul is now 47 years old. He left international cricket selection for the series at home and the ICC Under-19 Cricket
six years ago after scoring 11,867 runs from 164 Tests, and re- World Cup.”

Simmons hopes for winning way while away

A

fter a disappointing T20 World Cup performance, West opened the bowling with a spinner, so we are going to be focusIndies head coach Phil Simmons has said it is his hope ing a lot on how we combat that spin with the new ball, and then
that the batters can locate their “fighting spirit” during bat as normal after that,” he said.
Additionally, “We played spin okay in Bangladesh. We did
the current Test tour of Sri Lanka, the Trinidad Express reported
what we had to do to score the runs we needed to win [in Banlast week.
Simmons added it would be good if the team were to get back gladesh], and we need to bring that same sort of mentality [to
this series].”
to winning ways with a view to ending the year on a high.
Team captain Kraigg Brathwaite said West Indies were foThe West Indies and Cricket West Indies have come under
cused on ending the year with
stinging criticism for the four out of
some strong performances looking
five matches loss in the T20 World
to climb the Test Championship
Cup. The team failed to progress beladder. Finishing at eighth place in
yond the group stage at the tournthe inaugural Test Championship,
ment.
Brathwaite said they were aiming
West Indies is now in Sri Lanka
for higher.
for a two-Test series, with Sim“Very happy to be back out and
mons saying last week the players
putting in some work. The guys are
should expect a heavy dose of spin,
really focused, and looking forfor which he urged the batters to be
ward to the series. As a team, we
prepared.
have been doing well for the year,
“Facing [Sri Lanka] at home has
and for us, it is important that we
always been a difficult task, and it
Kraig Brathwaite
finish well. We are looking forward
is no different now. It is going to be
a tough series, and we know that so we have to make sure in to creating some special moments as a group,” Brathwaite conthe four day game we find our fighting spirit, especially when tinued.
He added, “It is very important to close out the year strong.”
it comes to batting because that is going to be the more difficult
West Indies play Sri Lanka in the opening Test at Galle Interaspect of this tour,” Simmons said.
He added, “After a huge disappointment [during the T20 national Cricket Stadium starting November 21. The second Test
World Cup], we want to get back to winning ways, and espe- will be played at the same venue from November 29.
cially winning away, which we did at the start of the year. It will Test Squad: Kraigg Brathwaite (captain), Jermaine Blackwood
(vice-captain), Jeremy Solozano, Nkrumah Bonner, Roston
be nice to finish the year the way we started it.”
Looking at Sri Lanka preparation, Simmons said the West Chase, Kyle Mayers, Shai Hope, Jason Holder, Joshua DaSilva,
Indies were expecting “a heavy dose of spin coming from them”. Kemar Roach, Jayden Seales, Shannon Gabriel, Jomel Warri“We saw that when they played against England, they even can, Rahkeem Cornwall, Veerasammy Permaul.

Opportunity for Permaul to get a turn in Sri Lanka

T

here is a possibility that Guyanese spinner Veerasammy
Permaul could play in the Sri Lanka Tests, Cricket West
Indies Lead Selector Roger Harper said last week.
As the online publication Guyana Times reported, Harper
did not specifically give an assurance that Permaul would play,
saying, “Of course it’s a possibility! When the team looks at the
conditions in Sri Lanka, and whatever is felt is the best bowling
line-up to give the team the best opportunity of success, I think
that would be the bowling line-up we choose to go forward with
going into the Test match.”
Simmons added, “If that means playing three spinners, then
I would like to think that is the decision that we will come to.”
Sri Lanka’s Galle International Stadium is known to be spinfriendly. The West Indies’ last visit in October 2015 saw them
defeated by an innings and six runs at this ground.
In that match, Sri Lanka’s legendary left-arm spinner Ragana

23

Herath took ten wickets, while West Indies’ Devendra Bishoo
laboured for 4-143 for 40 overs. For that Test, West Indies played
Jerome Taylor, Shannon Gabriel, Kemar Roach, and Jason Holder, while Sri Lanka played three spinners.
This time around, West Indies may read pitch conditions differently and stack the side with spinners.
Said Simmons: “[On] the selection of Permaul for the tour…
We feel that the conditions in Sri Lanka… could be very spinfriendly, as we have seen [with the Sri Lanka vs England series].
We expect spin will play a great part…”
Speaking to the rationale behind the squad, Harper said:
“[It] is well balanced, with good depth in all departments. The
composition is very similar to the squad that brought us success
in our last away tour to Bangladesh, with a few changes in personnel. There are a number of players who are familiar with Sri
Lankan conditions... so they know what to expect.”

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)
Thursday November 18
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 1st T20I, Sawai
Mansingh Stadium, Jaipur at 07:00 PM;
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka Board Presidents XI vs
West Indies, 4-day Warm-up Match, Day 4,
Sinhalese Sports Club, Colombo at 10:00 AM.
Friday November 19
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 2nd T20I, JSCA
International Stadium Complex, Ranchi at
07:00 PM.
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh
2021 Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 1st T20I, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka at 04:00 PM.
Saturday November 20
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh
2021 Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd T20I,
Shere Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka at
04:00 PM.
Sunday November 21
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 3rd T20I, Eden
Gardens, Kolkata at 07:00 PM.
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
1, Galle International Stadium, Galle at 10:00
AM.
Monday November 22
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh
2021 Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 3rd T20I, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka at
04:00 PM.
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
2, Galle International Stadium, Galle at 10:00
AM.
Tuesday November 23
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
3, Galle International Stadium, Galle at 10:00
AM.
Wednesday November 24
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
4, Galle International Stadium, Galle at 10:00
AM.
Thursday November 25
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 1,
Green Park, Kanpur at
09:30 AM.
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka
2021 Sri Lanka vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
5, Galle International Stadium, Galle at
10:00 AM.
Friday November 26
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 2,
Green Park, Kanpur at 09:30 AM.
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh
2021 Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 1st Test,
Day 1, Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram at 10:00 AM.
Netherlands tour of South Africa
2021 South Africa vs Netherlands, 1st ODI,
SuperSport Park, Centurion at 10:00 AM.
Saturday November 27
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 3,
Green Park, Kanpur
9:00 PM at 09:30 AM.
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh
2021 Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 1st Test,
Day 2, Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram at 10:00 AM.
Sunday November 28
New Zealand tour of India
2021 India vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 4,
Green Park, Kanpur at 09:30 AM.
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

437-235-7599

Vincent Condominiums In Vaughan
Take living to the next
level with Vincent Condos!
They have astonishing
entertainment for
everyone in the family, and
everything to fit your needs.
Vincent is focused around
the Vaughan Metropolitan
Center. Vaughan topped the
905 market with the highest
number of new condo sales
during the first quarter of
2021.
Starting
From Mid -

$400K
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

