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Naidu named ACG head

www.omesh.com

Toronto – Community leader, poet,
and writer Janet Naidu has been elected
head of the Association of Concerned
Guyanese in Toronto, a group that has
been instrumental in the struggle for
democracy in Guyana since
the early 1970s. Naidu will
lead the ACG as its President
for the 2020-2021 term.
She has been a longstanding Executive member of the ACG since 1993,
following the 1992 free and
fair elections in Guyana that
saw the late Dr Cheddi Jagan
elected as the President of
Guyana. While in the ACG,
she served in the officeJanet
bearer positions as Secretary,
Membership Secretary, and Treasurer,
and as an Executive member for several
years.
Naidu said she welcomes the opportunity to serve the ACG in a leadership
capacity and in a role where she can
continue to make a positive contribution
as part of the diaspora for the benefit of
Guyana. Her aim is to also work towards
fostering the Guyanese-Canadian community in a spirit of unity that encourages working closely together, she said.
Naidu has also served in leadership roles in different capacities, at
both the professional level in mainstream Canadian organisations, and
within the Guyanese community.
In the wider Canadian landscape, she
had a long career with the Liquor Control
Board of Ontario as the Manager of
Diversity Management, and has been

recognised by the mainstream for her
work in diversity, equity, and inclusion.
Naidu has also been a frequent speaker
and chair of conferences in the fields
of diversity, equity, and inclusion, both
here in Canada, and abroad
in places such as Kenya.
She served as President
of the Toronto Employment
Equity Association from
1993-2000, and remains
professionally involved
in the Human Resources
Professional Association,
and with the Alternative
Dispute
Resolution
Institute.
While a member of the
Naidu
Guyana
Independence
Festival Committee, Naidu served as
Co-Chair of the Committee the year the
festival expanded its events to include
other major activities, such as the game
of cricket.
According to Naidu, being involved
in the Guyanese community has allowed
her to stay connected to her roots. She
is originally from Covent Garden, East
Bank Demerara, Guyana, and came to
Canada in the mid-1970s.
As she said, she believes that adopting Canada as her new home, and by
maintaining close relationships with
fellow Guyanese, especially reconnecting with friends while attending functions held by Guyanese associations
in Toronto, have helped her to be a
patriot of both Guyana and Canada.
Naidu is also recognised for her literary
See Page 10: Naidu heads ACG
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By Treb Narahcmar
uyana is a heart-warming
country with beautiful
people. And it is also a
complex country. Over the centuries, Indigenous people carried on
their lives with a special philosophy until Europeans took control
and brought in African slaves and
indentured labourers from China,
India, and Portugal. A melange
of these different peoples saw
the emergence of a sizable number of people of mixed ancestry.
Every one of Guyana’s daughters
and sons aspires to human dignity, freedom, and the exercise of
See Page 8: Deep reflection
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Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
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PPP/C, APNU collaboration a wild imagining

By Dwarka Lakhan
Following the PPP’s call for a National
ollaboration between Guyana’s
PAGE 1 COMMENTARY Front government, the issue of collaboration came up again under the adminPPP/Civic government and
the opposition APNU – though desirable to unite istration of the late Desmond Hoyte in the latter half of the
Guyana – is no more than wild imaginings of a misguided 1980s, but after much discussion, the two parties failed to
segment of Guyanese people, both at home and abroad, who arrive at consensus on the way forward, largely because of
deliberately choose to ignore the history of political relations narrow partisan interests.
The issue of shared governance took a back seat for almost
in the country.
In fact, discussions over collaboration, dialogues, shared two decades after the PPP/Civic won a large majority in the
governance, power sharing, and inclusive democracy – or country’s first free and fair elections in 1992, following almost
whatever term one chooses to use to define potential co-oper- 25 years of illegitimate rule under the PNC.
ation between the two major parties – have been exercises in
It was not until 2011 that the issue re-emerged after
futility ever since the PPP first floated the idea of a National an informal APNU+AFC coalition won a one seat majorFront government during the 1972-1976 period when the late ity in parliament, leaving the PPP/Civic in office, but not in
power. Then, the coalition technically had control over the
Forbes Burnham regime was in power.
Since then, several attempts to hold talks between the political and administrative decision-making process, but
ruling and the opposition parties have resulted in wasted no real political power. However, instead of choosing to coldialogues about the process of collaboration, and dialogues laborate with the PPP/Civic, the coalition opposed for the
about having dialogues, and dialogues about where and when sake of opposing, and made the tenure of the government
See Page 8: A fantasy
dialogues should be held.
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Location matters. Bayview Village is one of the most
sought-after areas in Toronto. This sprawling home
is on a premium lot among $5 million homes. Features 5 bdrms, 3 washrooms, den, open concept
living & dining room, family room, spacious rec
room & double car garage. Explore the possibilities.

S

Bayview Village

LD

$2,149,000

Grounds for Importance!
Here is a big opportunity to own this modern
home in one of Mississauga’s best neighbourhoods. This home is fully modernised with pot
lights, open concept living and dining room,
quartz counter top and backsplash, modern washrooms, and a basement apartment. Smart Buy.

$979,000

$749,900
This Gets the Nod!
Smashing value. Impressive home w/hardwood &
bamboo flrs, 3-sided firepl., lge eat-in kitch., gar.
& 2 car parking. You’ll enjoy the master bdrm with
a full ensuite & walk-in closet. Deluxe appls. incl.,
on-demand hot water sys., gas stove, gas dryer,
washer, fridge & built-in dishwasher. Neat Bargain!

LD

Impressive home on ravine lot with aluminum
life-time roof, cobblestone porch, cedar carport,
wraparound LED, secur. cams, sun rm, skylights,
sauna, & cust. built 52-jet hot tub with 50 LED. Enjoy steam bath b4 shwr after a tired day, or prep.
meals in chef del. ktcn. Buy this one & exp the diff.
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A Rare Toronto Masterpiece

$539,900
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A Joy to Live In

Exciting condo near Sq One. Impressive opencon. design with 2 bdrms & spac. den that can be
used as home office. This suite features open-con.
lvng & dng rm, with a bar-kitchen design. The
mstr bdrm features walk-in closet & full ensuite.
Enjoy the limelight from open balc. Comes equip.
with locker & covered parking. A Rare Find.

$649,900

Affordable Solution

We invite you to visit this lovely bungalow on a
premium lot with 4 bedrooms, 2 kitchens, and an
in-law suite. This home is completely modernised
with LED lights, laminate floors, and Quartz counters. It’s a delightful home to enjoy.

$469,900

$469,900
Luxury Condo

Spacious Townhome

Perched on the 23rd floor above the Toronto skyline. You can sit on the open-air balcony enjoying
the breath-taking view, relax in the sauna, or take
a swim in the mini-Olympic pool. This building has
a gym, covered parking with car wash, concierge,
and a business room. Call for more details.
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Here is an affordable solution. Features include 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, living and dining room, and
a finished basement. This home is on a fenced lot
with TTC at doorsteps.
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DENTISTRY

2021 could refocus our vision, practices

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Families, businesses, and charities will be pursuing recovery
By Ray Pennings
s we enter the final quarter of this year, many Canadians as many of the supports they depended on for survival will no
are likely more than ready to say goodbye and good rid- longer be available.
It may be a shock to the system, much like what a patient in
dance to 2020, the year of the pandemic. But what if, in
hospital feels when recovering from surgery and the morphine
some ways at least, 2021 could actually be even more difficult?
Consider this: Besides killing over 10,000 Canadians and drip for pain management is suddenly no longer there.
Will charities have the additional support of increased primore than one million people worldwide, Covid-19 has wreaked
vate giving to make up what is lacking?
a huge economic wound on Canadians, their
Will the retail or hospitality sectors revive
businesses, and their families. The pandemic
without stronger consumer spending when
has left many in serious distress.
life-support emergency measures are no
The federal government, like many
longer in place?
around the world, responded immediately
What will be the effects of the second
with emergency financial assistance and loan
wave with a second shutdown and more
programs, whose acronyms became quickly
targeted measures deployed to contain the
familiar to those in need: CERB (Canada
spread and flatten the curve?
Emergency Relief Benefit), CEWS (Canada
In budgeting for 2021, many will start
Emergency Wage Subsidy), and CEBA
well behind their 2020 actuals as the gov(Canada Emergency Business Account), to
ernment support plus the customer activity
name just a few.
that was facilitated by government support
A new report from the Parliamentary
will not be available. Like pain killers, these
Budget Officer now projects a budget defisupports masked the true depth of the
cit of nearly $329 billion, 15 percent of
Covid-19 damage.
gross domestic product. (This doesn’t include
Ray Pennings
As we go through the transitions of the
proposals announced in the recent throne
speech.) It also takes for granted that the virus and public health coming days, some yet unfelt pains will have to be endured
measures will remain fixtures on the horizon for the next 12 to together.
However, this is ultimately not about doom and gloom pre18 months. The PBO calculation, however, assumes that the
emergency spending measures will end when this fiscal year dictions or forecasting in fear, but about keeping a watchful eye
on the trends and trajectories that will shape our common life.
ends.
Some version of most of these programs, like CERB and Looking through the same lens, Covid-19 has opened the eyes
CEWS, were urgent, and needed during the shutdown to of many to the need for real change that seemed impossible
weather the biggest economic crisis Canada has experienced before the great pause of the pandemic.
Workaholic parents now at home pay new attention to the
since World War II. As of late last month, nearly nine million
Canadians have applied for CERB, and the government has paid needs of their growing children. There is a new focus on racial
and other injustices that have surfaced during this time of
out more than $80 billion to those who qualified.
Across all sectors of the Canadian economy, including con- shared trial. We have a growing awareness that despite our many
struction, manufacturing, education, health, hospitality, retail, differences, we can’t avoid being connected in more ways than
and others, more than one million applicants for the wage subsi- we previously realised.
The move from 2020 to 2021 could refocus our vision and
dies have received over $37.4 billion through the CEWS’ program.
Small businesses received $1.32 billion in rent relief while practice in new ways not only at the personal level, but also at
many of their employees were working from home, and their the broader public, societal level.
When we witness government becoming too overextended
doors were closed, or their operations were at reduced capacity. More than 70,000 businesses received CEBA loans totalling in ways that are ultimately harmful, the opportunity or urgency
more than $18 billion in interest-free loans of up to $40,000 for will be there to refocus the government on its core mission of
what it can singularly do well.
eligible enterprises and non-profits.
It will require a right-sizing of government or returning to
Charities and food banks received an additional $425 million
more to support community services to Canadians affected by balance that will include paying renewed attention to the health
and contributions of other institutions, like families, schools,
the pandemic.
At some point soon, these programs will end because such churches and religious organisations, and more that have their
extraordinary spending measures will no longer be sustainable. own equally important and critical contributions to make to the
When the government’s miraculous money faucet is turned off, hard work of recovery, and renewal of society in the days ahead.
Ray Pennings is Executive Vice President
what happens next?
of the think-tank Cardus.
As we move into 2021, many will face a tough, uphill climb.
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Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

VEDIC BOOKS

Canada boosts immigration for Covid-19 recovery

C

anada is to dramatically increase immigration to boost
Highlights of the plan include:
its economic recovery from the coronavirus pan• an increase in admissions over the three years of the plan to
demic by welcoming more than 1.2 million newcomers make up the shortfall in 2020;
between 2021 and 2023.
• a focus on economic growth, with about 60 percent of
Under the immigration levels plan tabled by Marco admissions to come from the Economic Class;
Mendicino, Minister of Immigration,
• approaches to address diverse labour
Refugees and Citizenship last month, Ottawa
and demographic needs across the country;
will follow through on its promise to remain
• a renewed commitment to capacitycommitted to immigration increases, welbuilding and digital transformation in
Canada’s immigration system, to support
coming 401,000 new permanent residents in
operations and mitigate the impacts of
2021, 411,000 in 2022, and 421,000 in 2023.
Covid-19 on the processing of applicaPrior to the coronavirus pandemic, which
tions;
has significantly reduced immigration dur• additional points for French-speaking
ing 2020, the previous plan set targets of
candidates under Express Entry, to promote
351,000 in 2021, and 361,000 in 2022.
the growth of Francophone communities
In a bid to ensure the new arrivals spur
outside of Quebec;
Canada’s recovery, 60 percent of the new• a commitment to admit up to 500
comers will be in the economic class, with
refugees over the next two years through
the next largest group the family class, folthe Economic Mobility Pathways Project,
lowed by refugees.
an innovative approach that helps quali“Immigration is essential to getting us
fied refugees apply for permanent residence
through the pandemic, but also to our shortthrough existing economic immigration
term economic recovery and our long-term
Marco Mendicino
pathways;
economic growth. Canadians have seen how
• a pathway to permanent residency for eligible asylum
newcomers are playing an outsized role in our hospitals
and care homes, and helping us to keep food on the table,” claimants who were working on the front lines of the pandemic
between March 13 and August 14, 2020, providing direct care to
Mendicino said.
He added: “As we look to recovery, newcomers create jobs patients in health-care institutions.
not just by giving our businesses the skills they need to thrive,
The 2021–2023 Immigration Levels Plan will help cement
but also by starting businesses themselves. Our plan will help Canada’s place among the world’s top destinations for talto address some of our most acute labour shortages and to ent, creating a strong foundation for economic growth
grow our population to keep Canada competitive on the world while reuniting family members with their loved ones, and
stage.”
fulfilling Canada’s humanitarian commitments.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Experienced Family and Real Estate Lawyer s

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

IMMIGRATION LAW
• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

Sunday November 22, 2020		
4:30 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Guests of Honour
Hon. Bob Soraya MP
Hon. Logan Kanapathi MPP
&
Dy. Mayor Mr Don Hamilton
More Info:
Program: Lighting of diya, invocation, keynote address, entertainment
Address by President of Vedic Cultural Centre Anand Rupnarain & Prasad
Vedic Cultural Centre
4349 14th Ave., Markham, ON (905) 475-5778
Event Organised by: United Hindus Federation of Canada
Email: uhfcan@outlook.com
		

Yash Kapur
416.835.9030
Parbhat Soad
647.609.0321

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Editorial

D

Diwali 2020

espite the darkness and the foreboding that the
Covid-19 pandemic have inflicted in our daily
lives, there are many faithful in our community
here in the GTA, in Canada, and throughout the rest of
the world, who in celebrating Diwali on November 14, will
still have their spirits uplifted with renewal and hope from
its auspicious, healing light.
We are now living in very dark times; not only has our
physical environment become precarious with the unrelenting and highly-infective coronavirus, so too have our
political, social, and economic landscapes, which are now
similarly infected with uncertainty, divisiveness, and political partisanship.
But despite the negatives, Diwali’s inherent message,
that light conquers darkness, still burns with its eternal,
healing flame; and for those among us that make up the
faithful, it is reassurance that we will emerge stronger after
the pandemic is brought under control; that we will rise up
positively, and emerge stronger from the travails of the political, social, and economic uncertainty now gripping nations as the US as it wrestles with its dark, internal forces,
and the rest of the world as it undergoes traumas of racial
strife and terrorism.
It goes without saying that celebrations of 2020’s festival
of lights are going to be quite subdued; that the creep of
darkness in the escalating numbers of Canadian and province-wide infections will continue to impact deleteriously
on how we live our daily lives, how we interact in public
spaces, and how we come into contact with persons not
inside our restrictive bubbles.
It remains quite unsettling, as it was earlier in March
this year at the start of the pandemic, when draconian, restrictive measures were adopted and deployed by governments; it is also unsettling that the escalation in the numbers of infected and dying persons, particularly in the US,
will continue late into this year, with the infections and
deaths climbing by tens of thousands into 2021.
These growing numbers, with the infection curve
climbing, rather than flattening, is highly disruptive for
each of us, since with new infections the coronavirus extends its reach further, penetrating deeper into community spaces, and could eventually touch our lives.
It means with such precarity that the celebration of Diwali in 2020 will be one never seen before for being subdued and low-key; that with our personal health and safety
a priority, it means marking the festival in the traditional
way will not occur; rather, that we would have to remain
confined inside our bubbles, in isolation, or encapsulated
in quarantined, insulated places.
So, it will be a year that will not see Diwali celebrations
where family and friends meet at mandirs, or celebrate at
banquet halls, or even exchange gifts, for fear of catching
the ubiquitous, insidious, and deadly coronavirus.
Our front doors will not be held open for visits from
family, friends, and invited guests. While our homes will
be lit and warm from the glow of deyas, the path to lavish
feasts weighing down dining tables will only be trod by
numbered, monitored, and close family members selected
to congregrate inside our Diwali bubbles.
In our celebration of Diwalis past, we prepared the
house for the visit of the goddess of prosperity, Mother
Lakshmi, through thorough cleaning in the weeks before
the festival of light. For 2020, the year of the pandemic,
it means an additional room has to be cleaned, which is
now serving as an office for many of us forced to work
from home. The trip to the food store to purchase items
for a toned-down, but festive Diwali meal means wearing
a face mask, social distancing while in a line-up to enter
the grocery, and sanitising our hands on entry and exit.
We have to keep our presence of mind to not touch the
face, to quickly gather up items, and not offend shoppers
by approaching too close.
But despite the darkness and the foreboding, we still
have the gift of lamps; and come the night of Diwali, millions of clay deyas will combine, lighting up our anguishing world with reassurance and hope.
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Corruption

orruption has been a defining feature of mankind from
the beginning. In Judaeo-Christian philosophy, man
and woman were in paradise until the woman was
bribed to accept the forbidden knowledge; the corruption of
mankind escalated as millennia passed, and just 30 pieces of
silver bought the betrayal of Christ by one of his
favourites.
Indian history is replete with tales of venality; invaders eventually seized the country by
bribery, of immense magnitude, at each phase
of conquest, so great that the country was lost to
weaker British forces, led by men steeped in dishonesty, yet only
one, Warren Hastings, was ever impeached for wrong-doing.
Bribery has become widespread today in politics and “business”, known by various names: pay-off, handout, commission,
kick-back, and so on, and even made respectable as tip, gratuity,
and baksheesh (Arabic).
And so down the ages in other cultures, Judaeo-Christian
(now dominated by European stock), Chinese, Japanese,
Marxist, Muslim, and so on, are faced with the sins of pride,
greed, wrath, envy, lust, gluttony, and sloth, spawning the
apocryphal four horsemen of the apocalypse: Conquest, War,
Famine, and Death. Contrast the seven (rare) Christian virtues:
the cardinal ones of prudence, justice, temperance, and courage,
plus the three from theology: faith, hope, and charity, enjoining
each to achieve an enlightened state by rejecting greed, corruption, enmity, jealousy, self-love, and delusions — the persistent
global plagues.
The British had so perfected corruption that Tom Paine,
(Rights of Man), was moved to say, in 1792, “The Government
of England is as great as, if not the greatest perfection of fraud
and corruption that ever took place since Governments began.”
In 1813, the British East India Company’s charter noted, “The
Empire ought to be a moral undertaking rather than a wholesale
looting by either the EICo or its servants”. Senator W. J. Bryan,
US presidential candidate, 1903, struck by British vice, noted,
“Wherever it was possible to put in an Englishman to oust a
native an Englishman has been put in, and has been paid from
four times to twenty times as much for his services as would
have sufficed for the salary of an equally capable Hindoo or
Mohammedan official.”
But neither criticism changed the transgressions of the
British, or the extent of corruption of Indian princes by
Company officers. Corruption became endemic. The successor

British Raj was a kleptocracy. The Indian National Congress
government carried on, British style, for nearly six decades to
2014. While the poor and uneducated languished in want. INC
ministers and senior bureaucrats are alleged to have skimmed
enormous amounts as bribes, kept in secret overseas bank
accounts, many in British colonies. What irony
that Britain still pillages India!
Mohan
Mrs Sonia Gandhi, President of INC, an alleged
Ragbeer billionaire, her son, Rajiv, PM, senior ministers
in government, and their friends. Manmohan
Singh became PM in 2004, with P. Chidambaram
Finance Minister, who was arrested in August 2019 on allegations of fraud; his case is pending. Modi smashed some of this
activity by banning Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 denomination notes to
hinder black money and corruption.
In America, a bizarre form of corruption was Trump’s use of
the lie in daily life, and to communicate with followers a certain
way of proceeding; fact checking his statements has shown that
he has concocted almost 25,000 lies in four years as President!
Truly a unique performance.
A variant is the action of Ginnie Thomas, the fanatical conservative wife of Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Thomas. She
wrote, “Why is the left violent and why don’t Democrat’s [sic]
condemn this?” I ask, “Why do US rightists start wars in the
Middle East, German rightists in Europe, and British rightists
enslave people and seize the wealth of many nations, free of
Republican criticism?”
Guyana too became a synonym for corruption, and worse
since the oil finds (now up to 9 billion barrels). The award of the
Canje and Kaieteur blocks remains a sore. Kaieteur News complained that lessees Canadian Michael Cawood and Guyanese
Ryan Perreira (Cataleya Energy and connected to Israel’s Ratio
Oil) – were novices, unqualified to develop oil fields, and
therefore, wrongfully awarded the leases by President Donald
Ramotar and Minister Robert Persaud in 2015, just before their
government fell. In March 2017, Cataleya sold stakes to Exxon,
having done nothing towards development.
The APNU+AFC government, now in Opposition, had
promised to investigate what looked like a corrupt deal, but
did nothing; its spokesman Joe Harmon now claims ignorance
on the matter, despite his position then as Minister of State for
five years! The PPP/Civic’s Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo too is
strangely silent on the issue, whose review he firmly endorsed
when in Opposition. Is this another case of self-preservation?

Hard times in a land of scratch & scrabble

G

rowing up back home was mostly a passage of uneventful days. It was one day, then another, with a quantum
of yawns from my uncles, and deep, philosophical
contemplation of their shadows as it progressed from the backyard to the front, and then lengthened out into the roadway to
disappear into the evening, and then into the impenetrable and
pitch-black night.
Now this is not to say there were no interestRomeo
ing episodes that shattered the predictable pace
Kaseram
of our lives. There were events that bubbled up
through the monotony of crossing and uncrossing of legs in the doldrums of a stagnant hammock, counting the number of spines from the coconut branch
in a cocoyea broom, or watching a spider energetically constructing an elaborate web in the underside of the roof.
Indeed, there were those few moments in their early lives
when my dozing uncles lifted their chins off their chests. Then
their eyes cracked open to come face to face with the tremendous humidity, and their ennui from a lack of opportunities to
get ahead with their young lives.
Sadly, in those days, it was hard times in a homeland that was
mostly scratch and scrabble.
But there were those breaks in the lengthening of the daylight shadows. For example, there was that afternoon when a
neighbour finally had enough, and began an unsuccessful chase
of an errant chicken, the pursuit lasting for hours, said Rhode
Island Red having run afoul of the egg-laying routine.
It came to pass Rhoda the Red fell into bad company with
a flock of badly-behaved, anti-establishment, and street-wise
clean-necks, and grew quite content to peck and scratch, not for
food, but at her competitors, in the harem of a herding brood of
foul-mouthed roosters across the roadway.
Egg-laying was now secondary to making a run up the pecking order, Rhoda discovering in her genetic makeup a deeplyrooted affinity for leaping mightily at an opponent with an
angry display of raised neck feathers, a flash of claws in lethal
swordplay, and delivery of razor-sharp pecks.
So it was quite a clash between Rhoda the Rhode Island Red
and the neighbour, the newly-liberated subject unwilling to be
subjugated again inside the henhouse, and clearly reluctant to
return to the known, predictable life of tossed cracked-corn to
hanging out in liberation among her licentious camaraderie.
Such was the depth of her rebellion that the confrontation
turned into an unpleasant case of Rhoda willfully thumbing

her beak at structure, norms, and routine egg-laying in her
designated area. There was even an astonishing moment of
discourtesy, Rhoda sticking out a middle claw as the neighbour
harangued and remonstrated.
It was a clear indication things had gone too far; that the
prodigal Rhoda would not come to her senses, had crossed the
final threshold, and had now run afoul of the
guiding laws ruling chicken and man.
It came to a boiling point between neighbour
and fowl. In fact, it was delivery of a direct threat
from the neighbour, leveled on the outraged person of the chicken, that awoke my uncles from
their afternoon stupor.
Their legs uncrossed in the hammocks, with an anticipation
of soles actually being put down onto the floor, their eyes kindling alight with delight, with a hand cupped to an ear as the
plot between man and fowl thickened like the sauce, which the
offended neighbour was now publicly proclaiming, would be
made from the errant layer.
And they were off and running, with a squawk from the
chicken suddenly focused on self-preservation, followed by
well-known swear words fired from the doubled-barrelled,
annoyed lips of a neighbour now convinced the bird was an
investment gone bad, and was not worth stewing about; but
instead, as he threatened in hot pursuit, he would be better
served cutting up his losses and moving on, to the accompaniment of a plate of boiled rice.
Both my uncles and I were now totally engaged in the unfolding drama, as much as we were astonished at the foul language
from the heated lips of our typically cool-headed neighbour.
Such public deployment of the imprecations used by our
noble neighbour was heard only in times of great duress and
from other neighbours with hotter mouths. Heaven forbid,
if such language was ever heard in our house, then it was an
immediate hanging offence, meaning it was met with a punitive, highly-unpalatable mouth-washing with the coarse blue
soap our matriarch Ma used to vigorously scrub everything,
from our offending mouths, to the mournful dog half-consumed with mange, and her roughly homespun undergarments.
The chicken avoided fatal capture with collateral loss of a
handful of tail-feathers. However, the drama kept my mischievous uncles entertained for days afterwards, with one suddenly
pointing deep into the scrabble, egging on the neighbour’s
attentive hearing, shouting, “Look!! The chicken right dey!”
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Petrotrin’s Oil Refinery in south Trinidad

Oil not well with T&T govt, OWTU?
Dear Editor,
Once again, the PNM government of
Trinidad and Tobago has outfoxed the head
of the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union. The
government promised OWTU’s leader, Ancel
Roget, the goose that lays the golden egg under
unbelievably favourable terms, and he did not
have the eyes to see what was happening.
Nothing is free; all Roget had to do was
throw the support of the union behind the
PNM in the last general elections; it is a duty
that he has performed resolutely in the last
election, and the previous one.
The PNM has Roget like a puppet, dangling
him every which way they want. Recently, I
saw Minister Franklin Khan smiling whilst
he administered the sword to the head of the
trade union.
Roget will again get nothing for his efforts.
He is like the dog and the bone. But he and
his cohorts are so gullible, anything the PNM
dishes out they take it like the dog; if you pet
him or chase him, he lolls out his tongue before
the master.
The PNM probably might have ‘sold’ the
refinery to Roget, but they have only just
discovered how valuable the refinery is to
Trinidad and Tobago. The PNM closed the
refinery based mostly on a political decision

because they were given good advice from
professionals to restructure the refinery and
cut costs.
But the government with its tunnel vision,
all it could see was accounting losses and
incorrect recognition of a material deferred
tax asset. They did not wish to look at all the
factors, and what continuing with the refinery
meant to Trinidad and Tobago. One of those
factors they did not consider enough was that
Petrotrin was generating positive operating
cash flows, and thus foreign exchange. With
the current economic situation, the PNM have
suddenly discovered that operating cash flows
and foreign exchange have become the goose
that lays the golden egg.
So yet again, poor Roget will get none of
it. Minister Franklin Khan said the people of
Trinidad and Tobago need to have the refinery
up and running, something which he did not
see when they took the myopic decision to
close the refinery.
I would not be surprised if the government
decides to open back the refinery rather than
sell it. If this happens, then they would certainly boast in the future: not only do we close
down unprofitable companies, but we also
open them back if we see fit.
Shaffiat Hosein, via email.
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Ask Jay...

Questions on Payara’s capital costs

Dear Editor,
If you are lending
money, you want to ask
yourself two main questions as part of due diligence. The first is, can
the borrower repay the
entire loan when the loan comes due. And,
the other, are you being paid a fair interest rate
for the risk you are taking on with a particular
borrower.
On October 28, 2020, during the Hess investor conference call, a question was raised by
an investment analyst representing one of the
largest banks in the world, JP Morgan. The
analyst pointed out that the Payara capital
cost of $9 [all currency in US] billion, came in
higher than his expectations. What about the
government of Guyana: did the Payara capital cost seem reasonable when it granted the
Payara production licence?
Now, there may be a good reason why
the analyst asked the question. His bank, JP
Morgan, had loaned US$1 billion to Hess in
March, 2020. JP Morgan would have performed their due diligence in March, likely taking into account the anticipated Payara capital
costs before they loaned Hess a billion. Thus,
with the Payara cost coming in above expectations, JP Morgan may be worried the loan is
riskier than it first anticipated.
The CFO of Hess, did his best to explain
why the capital cost came up to $9 billion. He
first threw out some numbers and arrived at a
$7.5 billion figure and then added, “… we do
have some pre-sanctioned cost to add. And I
know Exxon has got some additional contingencies beyond that.” This is a vague explanation to get to $9 billion. The extra $1.5 billion
is approximately the size of Guyana’s annual
budget, and should be of great concern to the
government!
The table above compares the gross capital
cost per barrel across the first three wells of
the Stabroek block: they are Liza Phase 1, Liza
Phase 2, and Payara. What jumps out from the
table is on a per barrel basis, the Payara capital
cost at $15/barrel is almost double that of Liza
1 at $7.78/barrel. But Payara break-even is
$32/barrel, whereas Liza Phase 1 break-even
is $35/barrel, hence, one would have expected
the capital cost per barrel for Payara would

have been below $7.78 per barrel. That means
Payara is possibly inflated by $4.3 billion compared to Liza Phase 1.
This is not the first time the discrepancies
in capital cost between wells in the Stabroek
block is being raised to the public. Almost a
year ago, in November, 2019, I raised a similar
issue between Liza Phase 1 and Liza Phase 2,
in a letter that was published in the Guyanese
newspapers.
If one recalls, the original capital cost
for Liza Phase 1 was $4.5 billion, but after
Guyanese like Dr Jan Mangal pointed out
issues, the cost was then reduced by $700 million. Then reduced again, to a final amount of
$3.5 billion. Given our lack of ring fencing in
the Stabroek Block, keeping the initial capital
costs very high is one way for the oil companies
to bridge the gap among the 18 wells to ensure
the maximum 75 percent expense is maintained for many years. Even if the capital cost
for Payara is eventually reduced, by then, the
next well would probably be approved ensuring we are bound to a measly 14.5 percent take
from our oil resource for years.
The $1.5 billion that was added to $7.5
billion to arrive at $9 billion capital cost for
Payara deserves a more detailed explanation
than what was given by the Chief Financial
Officer of Hess. We have a great deal more at
risk than JP Morgan.
On the Internet, you can find several hours
of video and detailed explanation of every dollar of how Guyana’s $1.5 billion budget will be
spent.
Did the government of Guyana do a similar
deep dive of $9 billion cost of Payara? Thus,
can it let the people know why the Payara capital cost is almost twice that of Liza Phase 1 on
a per barrel basis?
Additionally, why are we paying $4.3 billion more for Payara when compared to Liza
Phase 1?
Darshanand Khusial on behalf of Oil &
Gas Governance Network, via email

Dear Editor,
Since the change of government in August,
many persons have made suggestions to resuscitate the dying Guyana Sugar Company, which
is fast heading into the sunset due to policies
made and executed by previous PPP/Civic and
APNU+AFC governments.
Fortunately, GuySuCo has been kept alive
because of political and party imperatives, but
under its present structure it will never become
a viable industry even with the input of a large
capital investment, diversification, and a team
of excellent managers with top personnel (not
political hacks) brimming with optimism to
turn it around. I give my reasons below.
Firstly, sugar cannot be produced in Guyana
at a competitive price because of the climatic
and environmental factors under which it is
cultivated. Currently, GuySuCo takes 14 tons
of harvested canes to produce one ton of sugar,
while in Brazil it takes about eight tons of canes
to produce a ton of sugar.
This differential could possibly be changed,
but not by much, since such critical variables
as sucrose content of the harvested cane cannot be easily adjusted to increase the sugar
produced.
Secondly, it has been proposed by Tony
Vieira, a Guyanese sugar expert and former
GuySuCo Board Member and others, including
Donald Ramotar, a former President of Guyana
and GuySuCo Board Member, that the industry could be viable if the sugar produced could
be diversified into the production of other
products, such as ethanol.

In the US, ethanol is being produced from
corn and subsidised, but the industry continues to lose money, causing many of its plants
to close down. Usually, ethanol is mixed with
gasoline to power cars and other equipment,
but it is more expensive than gasoline, the cost
for which has been dropping because of low
demand and over-supply of crude oil.
Gasoline prices are projected to drop further because vehicles are being manufactured
with electric motors, with more crude oil coming on stream from Guyana, Libya, Venezuela,
and elsewhere.
Therefore, ethanol is unlikely to compete
with gasoline, and become a profitable product
for GuySuCo in the foreseeable future.
The government cannot for political and
party imperatives continue to subsidise a heavily indebted GuySuCo indefinitely. It cannot
do so without a road map for development of
the lands devoid of sugar cultivation in order
to keep the dispaced workers gainfully and
meaningfully employed.
Many worthwhile suggestions have already
been made by concerned citizens. Among the
suggestions are the development of dairying,
livestock, aquaculture, and cultivation of crops
such as bananas/plantains, citrus, coffee, avocados, mangoes, and coconuts.
The road map has to be quickly transformed
into pilot projects to establish which product is
viable for a hungry market out there, and can
create good paying jobs for the many displaced
workers put on the breadline.
Charles Sohan, via email

Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Road map needed to diversify sugar industry
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Selling Your Home in a Changing Market

W

ith the pandemic, sellers must be prepared to allow
strangers into their home. It is difficult to sell a home
digitally. People want to experience the home before
committing.
The first step is to prepare the home for sale. Declutter the
home to its bare minimum to create space. Store excess furniture and other items in the garage or off-site. Once the home
is decluttered and cleaned it is a good idea to hire a professional stager. A home that is well maintained and professionally staged will sell faster and for more money.
Perception is a reality when selling a home. Photography is
essential in today’s fast-paced world. Buyers shop online and
narrow their picks. Drone technology, 3-D virtual tours, professional home videos, and high-end feature-sheets are the new
trends.
Select a realtor based on knowledge, experience, and track
record instead of relationship alone. Interview three realtors
before deciding. Ask each realtor to prepare a market evaluation of the home and to explain their marketing plan. Look at
the realtor’s client reviews and how they are currently marketing properties online. The way the realtor markets the home to
the public is crucial. Words have power and a realtor’s ability
to write attractive ads for your home is imperative.
Many sellers usually opt to go with a realtor who offers to
sell their home at the highest price. This can be a fatal mistake
because the realtor does not set the price, the market does.
Set your price based on what similar homes are selling for in
your area. Most buyers shop by comparison, and would buy
the home that stands out in looks and price. The best pricing
strategy is to price the property slightly less than the competition in the area, which may cause more showings and multiple
offers.
In an offseason market, the seller can choose their terms
such as closing date, price, and deposit. In many instances,
sellers can negotiate a quick closing date and rent back the
property until they are ready to move. This is advantageous to
the seller because if the price drops, they are protected. Some
buyers may choose to walk away from their deposits. Litigation is expensive and time-consuming as well. If the closing
date exceeds three months, it is a good idea to ask for a very
strong deposit. Buyers will think twice about forfeiting a large
deposit if things get sour at closing.
Selling your home can be a pleasant experience. Sell when
everyone wants to buy and polish your gem. Choose the right
realtor and plan in advance. Every dollar counts when selling
your home. Good luck.
Jay Brijpaul

Free Estimates
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A fantasy that political parties will share governance
From Page 1
multi-racial governance matters most to the country’s political
a living hell.
parties.
The underlying issue of shared governance stems from the
Although there has never been a pure single-race party in
fact that given shifts in the ethnic composition of the popula- power, the composition of governments has always comprised
tion, and the fact that Guyanese have historically voted along of one of the two dominant ethnic groups – which has effecracial lines, it has become increasingly diffitively controlled power – with a smattering
cult for any of the two major parties to obtain
of racial crossovers or so-called “windowa resounding majority at the polls.
dressings” providing the impression of a
The truth, however, is that the party that
multi-racial front.
Dwarka
wins the majority of votes should rightThe truth, however, is that a multi-racial
Lakhan
fully lead the country – as in the case of
government, whose composition leverages
any democracy. However, racial divisions
“race” as its underlying modus operandi does
between Indians and Blacks are so severe that
not necessarily have a better chance of ensuraccusations of disenfranchisement are coming economic prosperity than a single-race
mon, especially by Blacks, if the PPP/Civic is in power.
party.
Ironically, when the APNU+AFC party supposedly won the
At the most, a multi-racial, shared government facilitates
2015 election by less than one seat, calls for shared governance the appearance of greater political inclusiveness, which does
were muted. While former President
not necessarily contribute to better govDesmond Hoyte did offer the opportuernance. And political inclusiveness
nity for talks with the then opposition
is directly correlated to the quest for
PPP/Civic, the terms and conditions were
power.
pre-determined in favour of the governArguably, in the struggle for politiment, making it virtually impossible for
cal power, the underlying causes of the
any real collaboration. In fact, President
economic and social malaise that are
David Granger then presented a fivetypically attributed to the ruling governpoint plan, which mostly emphasised the
ment are quite often overlooked, and the
non-political objectives of inclusionary
focus usually shifts to “race”. However,
democracy.
in as much as the quest for power is
Now that the PPP/Civic has a two
driven by racial motivations, it is naïve
seat majority in parliament, calls for colto assume that shared governance will
laboration between the opposition and
invoke prosperity.
the government are once again on the
That’s because the underlying probagenda.
lems in Guyana are not based only on
To put the concept of collaboration
racial orientations, but are more or less
or shared governance in perspective, the
due to economic mismanagement, corquest is generally directly linked to the
ruption, nepotism, weaknesses in the
desire of the losing party in the country’s
administrative and governance strucDesmond Hoyte
general elections to share power with the
tures, poor strategic planning, a shortwinning party, and not so much about the winning party want- age of capital to finance development, and the lack of transparing to share power with the losing party.
ency in the decision-making process.
Moreover, given Guyana’s deeply divided racial composition,
Together, these problems have inhibited progress, regardand the close outcome of election results, shared governance less of the government in power. As a result, governments have
appears to make sense on the surface, but is near impossible to come in and out of favour, depending on economic conditions,
implement from a practical standpoint. Neither of the major which are inextricably linked to the state of moral, social, and
parties, APNU+AFC, nor the PPP/Civic trusts each other, and economic well-being of the population at large.
it is hardly likely that the winning party would willingly share
When economic conditions are good, the population does
power without onerous conditions that are unacceptable to the not have much to complain about, and consequently, racial tenlosing party.
sions lessen.
Arguably, shared governance is expected to satisfy the two
However, when economic conditions are less than favourable,
major ethnic groups that their interests are being looked after by racial tensions become more pronounced, and the racial hand is
a government that includes both major political parties.
dealt to the detriment of the party in power – whether or not the
But historical experience suggests that power rather than party promotes a multi-racial front.

Supporters hold up an image of David Granger
In similar vein, when economic conditions, and consequently social conditions are poor, racial tensions escalate. The dislike
that develops for any government in power is not necessarily
due to the racial composition of the ruling party, but more so
because of the deterioration of economic and social conditions
that can be attributed to the performance of the government.
This is not to say that racial tensions are only linked to poor
economic and social conditions, but they have also been the fuel
for power seekers. For instance, racial tensions have typically
heightened both pre-and post-elections as political parties try
to get a hold on power.
In addition, parties in opposition tend to criticise or oppose
the decisions – both good and bad – of the governing party, just
for the sake of opposing, which is generally linked to the attainment of power, which in turn is driven by racial motivations.
But that will unlikely be the case in a well-functioning shared
governance structure.
The reality is that whatever party is in power, shared governance or not, is perceived to be resorting to decisions that are
beneficial to its own interests and supporters. Therefore, shared
governance is not a panacea for resolving underlying economic
issues, though it might lessen political tensions.
Regardless of which party is in power – whether or not elected on a multi-racial agenda, or part of a multi-party platform
– the racial hand will be dealt to the detriment of supporters of
the weaker party forming a shared governance structure.
It is, therefore, unwise to assume that shared governance will
ever be feasible in Guyana. Trust, and the ability of the parties
in a shared governance structure to be able to reach appropriate
terms of engagement will be necessary – but this is just fantasy.

From Page 1
fundamental human rights.
Guyana bears the scars of colonialism, imperialism, the Cold
War, and narrow-minded governance. These four phenomena
have tormented the souls of Guyanese and continue to do so to
this day. Colonialism deliberately sought to divide people; imperialism exploited them; the Cold War split them and pitted them
against one another; and inept governance impoverished them.
Guyana is caught in the vortex of historical relations between
its two principal population groups: Afro-Guyanese and IndoGuyanese. African slaves were first in the country, endured
brutalities endemic to a slave-existence, but worked hard to
open up the country and to contribute to its productive base.
Indentured Indians came later, and also worked hard, enduring indignities, and likewise contributed to the productive base
of the country. Each group has its grievances and its sense of
entitlement.
Guyana’s Indigenous peoples, decimated and degraded by
colonialism, have historically, largely been spectators to the
national drama. There is much to be done to extend justice to
them. Guyanese of Chinese and Portuguese ancestry largely
emigrated from the country during the Cold War, but continue
to make up a central part of the national fabric. Guyanese of
mixed ancestry are a sizable proportion of the population and
are pioneering a historic function: showing the way towards
an integrated Guyana, but, so far, not politically organised as a
distinct group.
The post-independence history of Guyana has seen retrograde developments that have wreaked havoc on the political, economic, and social development of the country. These
include: the doctrines of apan jhaat and paramountcy of the
party, arbitrary abandonment of the independence constitution;
the fraudulent imposition of an arbitrary constitution; the aban-

belong to the civil service of Guyana, and could operate out of
the University of Guyana. The Advisory Commission could
consist of a Chairperson and six members, one coming from
each of the six population groups in Guyana. Selection of the
Chair and the members could be entrusted to the Speaker of
Parliament, a statesman of integrity and impartiality.
Once constituted, the Advisory Commission could, for a
start, invite concise written submissions from Guyanese offering
views and suggestions on ways of furthering national cohesion
in Guyana. All submissions received could, in a spirit of transparency, be published on the website of the Commission.
After considering these submissions, the Advisory
Commission could organise Hearings at which it would give
an opportunity for a selected number of those who have made
written submissions to elaborate on their views. These hearing
would be conducted under the guidance of the Chairperson of
the Advisory Commission. Concise summaries of the hearings
could be prepared by the Secretariat and placed on the website
of the Advisory Commission.
At the close of this process of written submissions and selected hearings, the Advisory Commission could submit a brief
report to Parliament transmitting ideas on which there is a consensus within the Commission. If the ideas transmitted by the
Advisory Commission attract support from within Parliament,
then they could be enacted in legislation.
This process of fact-finding, hearings, and consensual advice
would be the start of a process of confidence-building that could
be repeated periodically were it considered useful. It has one key
quality: namely that it would build on the inputs of Guyanese
of all walks of life and could help Guyana’s politicians to build
a national consensus on the way forward to advancing social
cohesion in our Dear Land. Its hallmarks would be participation, consultation, advice, and confidence-building.

Deep reflection, guiding principles needed to tackle national cohesion
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donment of the constituency system in the country; flagrantly
rigged elections in the 1970, and 1980s; serious violations of
human rights; small-minded and incompetent leaders in government; repeated episodes of corruption; a botched effort to
modernise the Constitution; and a serious lack of alternance in
governance. All of these factors have had an adverse influence
on the development of social cohesion in Guyana. Nevertheless,
there is recognition of a distinctive Guyanese culture on all
sides. Everyone feels that it is nice to be a Guyanese: heartwarming.
The pressing question now is how to tackle the fostering of
national cohesion politically, economically, and socially at a
time when new oil revenues offer the prospect of accelerated
national development. This is a task that needs deep reflection.
The guiding principle that should influence this process, given
the history of Guyana described above, is to ensure popular
participation by all parts of the Guyanese polity.
One needs to engage in fact-finding and to consult all strands
of opinion among the Guyanese people, inside and outside the
country. This is a task that cannot be left to politicians alone. It
is the nature of political parties that they seek power, and are
not necessarily the most broad-minded in these matters of shaping the national essence. In a situation such as that in Guyana,
where the two principal ethnic-based political parties have such
a long history of entrenched combat, it is important to engage in
a process of confidence-building when it comes to the promotion
of national cohesion.
It would be helpful for an all-party motion to be moved and
adopted in Parliament establishing an Advisory Commission
on National Cohesion in Guyana. Parliament could make an
allocation of funding for a modest Secretariat of the commission, consisting of a dozen staff members for a period of one
year. The Secretariat, headed by an Administrative Head, would
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Govt to probe questionable APNU+AFC land deals

An electronic sign in the baggage area at CJIA warns
visitors to maintain physical distancing

No positive Covid-19
cases with 2K arrivals

Georgetown – Over 2,000 incoming passengers have entered
Guyana’s reopened airports with no positive Covid-19 cases
recorded, Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony said this week.
Anthony said it was unlikely positive cases would be recorded since the government is enforcing stringent regulations at the
airport. These regulations are minimising the risk of infected
persons entering Guyana, he said.
Among the measures being taken are passengers must produce a negative Polymerase Chain Reaction test result from
their country of origin before being allowed to leave for Guyana.
Incoming passengers must show a negative test result from at
least seven days before the flight.
However, if a test result exceeds 72 hours, then the visitor is
required to take another test after arrival in Guyana.
Anthony also indicated that adequate facilities are available
to isolate visitors if they are found to be positive after taking
the second test in Guyana. His reassurance came following concerns that were raised on whether the Health Ministry had the
capacity to offer institutional isolation, since the airports were
reopening, and there was a possibility of a rise in case numbers.

Georgetown – The government of Guyana this week called in ments. Since the revelations, all three companies have since
the Special Organised Crime Unit and the Criminal Investigation signalled the intention to return the land.
Department to investigate the former APNU+AFC administraIn a statement earlier this week, Nandlall said the government
tion’s questionable transfers of State lands.
had sought legal advice, and planned to initiate legal proceedAccording the reports out of Georgetown,
ings against former Finance Minister Winston
Attorney General Anil Nandlall wrote to SOCU
Jordan, and the recently sacked NICIL CEO,
Head, Senior Superintendent Fazil Karimbaksh
Colvin Heath-London.
and Crime Chief, Senior Superintendent
According to Nandlall, Jordan signed the
Wendell Blanhum, requesting an investigation
vesting orders for the land transfers, and
into the land deals.
London was managing the agency at the time
In the letters dated November 2, Nandlall
when the transactions occurred.
requested that “a criminal investigation be
According to Nandlall, the independent
conducted into the said transactions and for
legal advice that was subsequently received by
all consequential legal recourses be pursued,
the government was that Jordan, along with
including the institution of criminal charges
Heath-London, acted recklessly and in bad
where necessary”.
faith, in processing the land deals, and their
He also urged SOCU and the CID to contact
actions resulted in millions of dollars of losses
current CEO of the National Industrial and
to the State.
Commercial Investments Limited, R.K. Sharma,
“As a result, the Attorney General will comif more files and assistance are required.
mence civil proceedings to, inter alia, recover
According to the reports, it has been revealed
the said parcels of land and claim compensaAnil Nandlall
that the former APNU+AFC government had
tion against those implicated,” Nandlall said.
been transferring land worth hundreds of millions of dollars to
“Additionally, each of these matters will be passed to the
various companies with only a small fraction of payments being Criminial Investigation Department, the Guyana Police Force,
received. Much of this was done following the March 2 General and Special Organised Crime Unit, for investigations, and any
and Regional Elections, in a time when the government should consequential actions which may flow therefrom,” Nandlall said.
not have been engaged in such transactions.
The reports have indicated that APNU+AFC vested almost
100 acres of prime State lands in Ogle, East Coast Demerara to From Page 1
eight different companies, for a total value of $2.9 billion [all contributions to poetry and other writings, and has published
currency in Guyana dollars]. However, NICIL received approxi- three collections of poems – Winged Heart, Rainwater, and
mately $64 million in payments.
Sacred Silence. She is the founder of the Pakaraima Writers’
Caribbean Marketing Enterprise Incorporated received 21 Association, and served as its President for 12 years, while
acres of land valued at $632.8 million, after paying a total of continuing to encourage writers with their literary explorations.
$19.4 million. Cardiology Services Incorporated received eight
Naidu now works part-time as a human resources consultant,
acres of land valued at $240 million, after paying $15 million.
noting it is rewarding to deliver services in conflict resolution,
Supergraphics Enterprise received five acres valued at $175 and Human Rights-related issues. She is an investigator of allemillion, after paying $8.9 million. Premier Sales and Services gations of Human Rights workplace harassment and discrimireceived five acres valued at $150 million, after paying $2.4 nation, is a certified Coach; she also currently volunteers at the
million; and BK Marine Incorporated, which is owned by well- Human Resources Professional Association as a Coach/Mentor
known contractor Brian Tiwarie, received 2.5 acres with an offer to human resources Professionals.
price of $202.6 million, for $20.2 million.
She has a BA in Political Science and Caribbean Studies from
Three companies – Navigant Builders, American Marine the University of Toronto, and a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from
Services and Guyana Oil Company Limited – made no pay- the University of London in the UK.

Naidu heads ACG in Toronto

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Diwali
Greetings

To Our Customers
& Friends

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO November 17, 2020
PUJA FLOWERS

FULL RANGE OF DRIED FRUITS FOR
BAKING, COOKING SWEET DISHES SUCH
AS KHEER & MAKING VARIOUS DESSERTS

Low Price

AVAILABLE

DEYAS —
VARIOUS TYPES

$799

PLAIN & FANCY

AVAILABLE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

MR GOUDAS RICE

$899 Lge bag

$1199

MR GOUDAS
CONDENSED MILK

LARGE MARSHALL’S SARDINES

WIRI WIRI PEPPER

2/$500

2/$500

Low Price

GOUDAS CHICK PEAS

$1850 Lge bag
GUYANA PRIDE
VERMICELLI

RADHA KRISHNA GHEE

$129 each

FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

Low Price
(Weekly from Guyana)

PUJA ITEMS
FISHES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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0

UP TO

%^ APR

72

PURCHASE
FINANCING

MO.

ON SELECT NEW 2020 FORD SUVs

+

ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS GET A

1,000 BONUS

$

TRADE-IN

*

ON ALL NEW 2020 ESCAPE MODELS

FIND OUT MORE AT FORDTO.CA
VEHICLE(S) MAY BE SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT. DEALER MAY SELL OR LEASE FOR LESS. LIMITED TIME OFFERS. OFFERS ONLY VALID AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS. RETAIL OFFERS MAY BE CANCELLED OR CHANGED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE. SEE YOUR FORD DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS OR CALL THE FORD CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP CENTRE AT 1-800-565-3673. FOR FACTORY
ORDERS, A CUSTOMER MAY EITHER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ELIGIBLE RAINCHECKABLE FORD RETAIL CUSTOMER PROMOTIONAL INCENTIVES/OFFERS AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF VEHICLE FACTORY ORDER OR TIME OF VEHICLE DELIVERY, BUT NOT BOTH OR COMBINATIONS THEREOF. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY CPA/GPC OR DAILY RENTAL INCENTIVES, THE COMMERCIAL UPFIT
PROGRAM OR THE COMMERCIAL FLEET INCENTIVE PROGRAM (CFIP).^ UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2020, RECEIVE 0% APR PURCHASE FINANCING ON NEW 2020: EDGE TITANIUM, EXPLORER PLATINUM, AND F-350 SUPER DUTY LARIAT WITH GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS, OR 2020: ECOSPORT SE, ESCAPE TITANIUM, RANGER LARIAT, AND F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW LARIAT 502A WITH
2.7L GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS TO QUALIFIED RETAIL CUSTOMERS, ON APPROVED CREDIT (OAC) FROM FORD CREDIT CANADA COMPANY. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR THE LOWEST INTEREST RATE. EXAMPLE: $57,939 PURCHASE FINANCED AT 0% APR FOR 60/72 MONTHS, MONTHLY PAYMENT IS $965.65/$804.71, COST OF BORROWING IS $0 (RDPRM REGISTRATION AND
RELATED FEES UP TO $52 IN QUEBEC) AND TOTAL TO BE REPAID IS $57,939 (UP TO $57,991 IN QUEBEC). NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF CREDIT BY FORD CREDIT. NOTE THE AMOUNT USED HEREIN IS ONLY AN EXAMPLE AND NOT THE ACTUAL SALE PRICE OF A VEHICLE. TAXES PAYABLE ON FULL AMOUNT OF PURCHASE PRICE. ALL PURCHASE FINANCE OFFERS
INCLUDE FREIGHT AND AIR TAX CHARGES BUT EXCLUDE OPTIONS, GREEN LEVY (IF APPLICABLE, AND EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), LICENSE, FUEL FILL CHARGE, INSURANCE, DEALER PDI (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), PPSA (NOT APPLICABLE IN QUEBEC), RDPRM REGISTRATION AND RELATED FEES UP TO $52 (ONLY IN QUEBEC), ADMINISTRATION FEES (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), AND TAXES. ALL PRICES ARE BASED
ON MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE.* PROGRAM IN EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2020 (THE “PROGRAM PERIOD”). TO QUALIFY, CUSTOMER MUST, DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD, TRADE IN THEIR VEHICLE THROUGH A FORD DEALERSHIP BY TURNING IN A 2016 MODEL YEAR OR OLDER VEHICLE, WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY REGISTERED/PLATED OR INSURED
FOR THE LAST 3 MONTHS (THE “CRITERIA”). ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS WILL RECEIVE $1,000 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: ESCAPE (EXCLUDING S), FUSION OR ECOSPORT; $1,500 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: MUSTANG (EXCLUDING SHELBYTM GT350/500 MUSTANG), EDGE, EXPLORER, RANGER, TRANSIT (EXCLUDING STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS), OR TRANSIT CONNECT; $2,500 TOWARDS A NEW
2020: EXPEDITION, F-150 (EXCLUDING F-150 RAPTOR, F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW XL WITH DIESEL ENGINE), OR F-250 TO F-550 (EACH AN “ELIGIBLE VEHICLE”). BRONCO, BRONCO SPORT, E-SERIES, FORD GT, ALL STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS, AND F-650 TO F-750 ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THIS OFFER. TAXES PAYABLE AFTER INCENTIVE AMOUNT IS DEDUCTED. TO QUALIFY: (I)
CUSTOMER MUST, AT THE TIME OF THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE, DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEALER / PROVIDE THE DEALER WITH SUFFICIENT PROOF OF CRITERIA AND A SIGNED ORIGINAL OWNERSHIP TRANSFERRING HIS/HER VEHICLE TO THE AUTHORIZED DEALER; AND (II) THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE MUST BE PURCHASED, LEASED, OR FACTORY ORDERED DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD. LIMIT ONE
(1) INCENTIVE PER ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER PRIVATE/TARGETED OFFERS. ©2020 FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
13

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Black women in history who soared to great heights
By Dhanpaul Narine
ight drives out darkness and love conquers hate. If the
times aren’t ripe, then you have to ripen the times,
Dorothy Height reminds us. When one looks at the
contributions of Black women in history, it becomes clear that
they were undeniable sources of light and love. The literature
is filled with examples of the rich and royal roles that Black
women have filled, and how they were able to inspire others.
We find that the impact of Black women is often overlooked in
the literature.
Black women have housed, fed, cared for their families,
and faced the brunt of wars and pestilences. They have played
important roles in freedom movements, and in so doing,
inspired others to face the future with confidence. Over the
years these women have held up the sky and have struggled
against great odds to make a change in their communities.
The history of the US is filled with exciting stories of
Black women that have helped to raise political and social
consciousness. The well-known names surface in the media
when special events are celebrated. But how about those who
made their contributions, and are not in the limelight? The
purpose of this article is to highlight the activities of these
lesser known women so that readers can appreciate their work
and legacies.
Elizabeth also known as ‘Old Elizabeth’ was born around
1765 in slavery. She was exposed to religion early while
growing up in Maryland. Her father read the Bible to the
family regularly, and when she was 11, Elizabeth suffered
personal pain. She was sold to a plantation miles away, and
that meant separation from her family. Elizabeth converted to
Christianity, but this did not prevent her from being sold twice
more. By the time she was 30, Elizabeth became a preacher and
was a fervent supporter of Emancipation.
Her memoir was published in 1863, and we found that
Elizabeth had traveled to Canada and “visited several
settlements of coloured people, and felt an open door amongst
them”. There is no doubt that she was able to break barriers
as a woman minister, and was perhaps among the first in her
time to preach against the evils of slavery.
We have read about the resistance of Rosa Parks, who in
1955 refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a bus.
Parks was arrested and thrown into jail, and this triggered the
famous Alabama bus strike with Martin Luther King playing
a major role. But students of Black History would do well to
know that on July 16, 1854, another lady defied the system and
won a famous victory. She was Elizabeth Jennings. The young
lady was on her way to church where she was an organist. She
was running late and hailed the nearest horse-drawn streetcar.
The conductor asked Jennings to leave the car and she
refused. He then tried to have the upper hand. If any white
passenger objected, “I’ll put you out”, said the conductor.
Jennings replied that she was born and raised in New York,
and wasn’t about to leave the car. A tussle ensued and a police
officer entered the car and forcibly removed Jennings. But like
Rosa Parks, Jennings had the support of powerful voices and
they included ministers, abolitionists, and journalists. Jennings
used her contacts and her story was published in the New
York Daily Tribune. A lawyer, Chester Arthur, was hired by the
family and he won the case against the Third Avenue Railway
Company. The judge ruled that “colored persons if sober, well
behaved, and free from disease could not be excluded from
public conveniences by any rules of the company, nor by force
or violence”.
This was a landmark decision, given the racial composition
of New York, and by 1859 almost all of the streetcar lines were
accessible to the African-American population. Elizabeth
Jennings won a settlement against the Railway Company in the
sum of $550, but she only received half because some members
of the jury “had peculiar notions as to colored people’s rights”.
Chester Arthur, incidentally, went on to become President of
the US in 1881. Did the actions of Jennings influence Rosa
Parks 100 years later? One can’t be sure, but Jennings and
Parks shared a similar history and commitment. There is,
however, an important civil rights leader that inspired Rosa
Parks, and others, and she is Septima Clark.
Septima Clark has been called ‘The Mother of the Civil
Rights Movement’. She realised the importance of education
and the impact it can have to transform society. Septima was
born in 1898 in South Carolina, and she experienced the
effects of slavery at first hand as her father was a slave. Her
mother grew up in Haiti before migrating to the US. It is said
that Septima Clark’s courage her moral character were together
“a driving force behind the Civil Rights Movement”.
Septima was a teacher in South Carolina where she taught
for 40 years. She was fired because she would not give up her
membership in the NAACP. Septima decided to train black
and white students that wanted to see change in America.
One student in her class was Rosa Parks, and three months
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Title page from Old Elizabeth’s memoir, published
1863; bottom photo, pioneer, Elizabeth Jennings;
and at the top, stalwart Dorothy Height (AP photo).
after leaving, Parks was at the centre of the Montgomery bus
boycott.
But Septima was not done, as she worked hard to set up
Citizenship Schools, the aim of which was to teach Blacks to
read and write so they could pass the literacy tests. According
to one report, “the schools taught Blacks basic literacy,
including how to write their names, balance their checkbooks,
and read road signs”. The schools also taught Blacks about
the way in which the government works, the American
Constitution, and the importance of voting. Septima earned
the praise of Dr Martin Luther King, and in 1979 she was
given the Living Legacy Award by President Jimmy Carter.
Bessie Blount Griffin was a physical therapist, inventor, and

scientist, all rolled into one. She was born in Virginia, and was
trained as a nurse in New Jersey. She worked with wounded
soldiers during the World War II. It was this experience that
led Bessie to design a device that would enable the disabled to
be fed by “biting down on a tube”. She received a patent for a
‘Portable Receptacle Support’, and teamed up with Theodore
Edison, son of Thomas Edison, to produce cardboard
regurgitation basins.
In the 1960s, Bessie turned her attention to forensic
science. She became the chief document officer in the Police
Department in Norfolk. Bessie then applied to Scotland Yard
and became the first Black woman to work there. On her
return to the US, Bessie worked on historical records, and
continued her research into physical therapy. As she poignantly
states, “A Black woman can invent something for the benefit of
humankind.”
In the 1960as, when the Civil Rights Movement was in the
news, Diane Nash was a leader of the student movement. She
was a strong believer in non-violence, and worked to integrate
lunch counters. One of her projects was to get Blacks in the
South to register to vote through the Selma Voting Rights
Movement. Diane Nash was born in Chicago and studied at
Fisk University where she saw racial segregation at first hand.
She organised protests in 1960 against segregation at
lunch counters, and the movement grew to the point where
Nashville’s Mayor Ben West publicly called for desegregation.
This was achieved in May, 1960. A year later Nash organised
Freedom Rides in the South, and helped to break down the
barriers of segregation. Nash and her husband, James Bevel,
received the ‘Rosa Parks’ award from Dr King in 1965 for their
work in the field of civil rights.
Dorothy Height has been called the godmother of the civil
rights movement, and the founding matriarch, according to
the Washington Post. She lobbied for civil rights during the
Harlem protests, helped to get Eleanor Roosevelt involved
in the movement, stood on the platform beside Dr King,
and persuaded President Eisenhower to act on school
desegregation.
Height was the President of the National Council of Negro
Women for over 40 years. She was born in Richmond, Virginia,
in 1912, and attended New York University, where she studied
psychology. In 1952 she was a visiting professor at the Delhi
School of Social Work in India. She was also interested in
the welfare of women in developing countries, and studied
women’s organisations in Liberia, Ghana, Guinea, Sierra Leone,
and Nigeria. During the heyday of apartheid, Height lectured
to the Black Women’s Federation in South Africa.
She received the Congressional Gold Medal in 2004, and
was awarded 36 Honorary Doctorate Degrees from various
universities. Today, the Civil Rights movement is richer
because of the contributions of these dedicated women.

Table of Mercy fundraising dinner needs support

T

able of Mercy is a mixture of food security
organisations and volunteers packing and
distributing food hampers in Greater Toronto
Area since Covid-19 appeared. They are continuing to
raise awareness and funds in the community about the
importance of providing for families falling behind due
to the pandemic, and are organising their first drive thru
dinner fundraiser on November 14.
It will take place in the parking lot of the International
Muslims Organisation mosque, where unfortunately one
of the volunteers was tragically killed during the summer,
Mohamed Zafis. He was indeed a dedicated volunteer,
who packed and distributed the hampers weekly.
So far approximately 400 hampers have been
distributed to about 2,000 families every month since May.
The hope is to continue this critical service in the Holiday
season.
The Muslim community has collaborated with
interfaith leaders and charity organisations to provide
these staple items to families across the Greater Toronto
area, including the Lions Club and the Hindu Pundits,
Christian Pastors, and Jewish Rabbis.
So far the weather has allowed the curbside pickup
arrangement, as well as deliveries across GTA every month
without fail, and they hope to continue throughout the
winter.
The idea of the fundraiser is to buy a meal that you
could pick up from the curbside, or have it delivered, and
the proceeds will go towards buying more hampers for the
families in need.
Table of Mercy is an umbrella body that includes
Muslim Food Bank, and Community Services, as well as
International Muslim Organisation, and Canadian Council

Dinners can be picked up at IMO in Rexdale
of Ahl Sunnah. This time we have several organisations and
individuals supporting the drive, including humanitarian
Sadro Usman from Brampton and his team.
It’s important to support local businesses and restaurants
towards this endeavour, so we have ordered the food from
Caribbean Cuisine – both vegetarian and Halal options, and
in order to protect our volunteers and supporters, we are
following the Covid-19 Health Protocols strictly.
Table of Mercy Fundraising Drive Thru Dinner is on
Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 3:00 pm at IMO, 65 Rexdale
Blvd, Toronto.
Contact Habeeb Alli at 416 823 1738 for further details;
or visit www.muslimfoodbank.com.
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Astor, Gaiety, Strand – community hubs brought Guyanese together
By Dhanpaul Narine
he music from Jaws began faintly. As
it reached a crescendo, the great white
shark leaped and landed with a big
splash. Its razor-sharp teeth ripped an arm,
then a leg. One lady in balcony screamed,
jumped, and landed in the lap of a stranger!
It was thrills galore at Astor cinema, in
Georgetown.
The cinemas in Guyana are no more.
But there was a time, not so long ago, when
they were fun, exciting, offered escapism,
and became the hub of the community.
Many of the buildings were elegant, with
pleasing lines of architecture and comfortable
seating. The cinemas brought Guyanese of all
shades together, and the movies left a lasting
impression.
The first cinema in Guyana was the Gaiety
in Brickdam that was burned in 1926. This
was followed by
the London in
Camp Street, and
in 1930 cinemas
had spread across
the country. The
Jazz Singer arrived
and there was
sound. In 1960,
Guyana had more
than 50 cinemas,
and I visited quite
a number of them.
I lived in
Vergenoegen, and
nearest cinema
was several miles away. The 1954 movie Nagin
was the talk of the village. It was shown at
Earlo cinema at Uitvlugt. This movie house
was built by Robert Sookraj, and named after
his son.
Nagin fever took hold of Vergenoegen. We
hired Manny’s car to take us to the night show,
about five miles away. The cobra appeared
on screen and I fell asleep. It would be years
afterwards that I would see my first real
movie.
This happened at Raj Mahal in Canje,
Berbice. The movie was River of No Return,
starring Robert Mitchum. His co-star Marilyn
Monroe was a picture of innocence. Raj Mahal
showed Junglee with Shammi Kapoor and
Saira Banu. I saw Junglee 15 times! The owner
Zaab must have been pleased.
It was now on to Roopmahal and Radio
City cinemas in the Corentyne. These were
spacious and comfortable; like Raj Mahal,
they were well-supported by patrons from the
sugar estates and the star Mahipal reigned
supreme in the Hindu epics. I visited the
Strand cinema in New Amsterdam, where
they showed the Ten Commandments, and the
Globe where I saw an Audie Murphy movie.
The disturbances in the 1960s led to the
closure of Earlo. Tarla cinema at Meten-MeerZorg opened up a new set of audiences. Tarla
had a chucker-out, Mr Chelmsford, who was
a kind man. James Bond was popular, as was
Bayee shop with the sweet drinks and toddies.
My friend Rafeek, at Saraswat High School,
kept telling me about Love in Simla. One day,
I cut class and ran on the train tracks all the
way to Roxy in Leonora, three miles away.
The only seat was right up to the screen. I
strained my neck, but couldn’t see much of Joy
Mukherjee.
When To Sir with Love came to Tarla the
Principal, Mr Julius Nathoo, gave the class
the morning off to watch the movie. Sidney
Poiter, in the big red double-decker bus, and
Lulu singing the theme song, were etched in
our memory. Mr Nathoo also took the school
to Monarch cinema, at Anna Catherina, to
see Janwaar, that was an Indian version of the
Beatles.
Tarla took a toll on the spirit, literally.
The old road at Zeelugt ran through a burial
ground. Three of us saw the late night horror
movie, The Skull, and it was now time to walk
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Rajesh Khanna

When the
demolition crew
crew
pulled down the
the
once magnificent
magnificent
Astor, a piece
piece of
of
us went with
with it.
it.

home across the cemetery.
The road was pitch dark.
We closed our eyes and
ran, sometimes falling
over headstones. Someone
screamed that he had seen a
ghost. It was near midnight
and the undead were out to
play!
One year, my friend
Narendra Guyadeen invited
me to spend Christmas with
his family in Georgetown. His sister, Nalini,
had qualified as a hairstylist in London, and
her salon was in Robb Street. During the next
few days, I was in Astor, Strand Deluxe, Globe,
Plaza, Empire, and Metropole. I was glued
to The Russians are Coming, and For A Few
Dollars More. There was also the strange sight
of a lady with a torchlight, selling channa in
the cinemas, and softly whispering, “Nuts,
nuts.”
The golden age that began in the
1960s continued in the 1970s. There were
blockbusters such as Dr Zhivago, Gone with
the Wind, Lawrence of Arabia, and For Whom
the Bell Tolls. The Godfather broke records,
and The Sound of Music captivated audiences.
One Armed Swordsman prepared the way
for Bruce Lee. There were long lines outside
Globe, in Georgetown, to see Enter the Dragon.
Why did he have to die so early?
The Airport movies were a big hit followed
by Jaws, in the Heat of the Night, and Django.
The Indian fare was no less exciting. The
stars from Bollywood shone brightly, notably
Rajesh Khanna in Aradhana and Kati Patang,
Amitabh Bachchan, with Dharamendra, in
Sholay, and Rishi Kapoor in Bobby. Rajesh
Khanna danced with an elephant, and made
17 hits in a row. Dilip Kumar (Ram aur
Shayam), Raj Kapoor (Mere Naam Joker), and
Dev Anand (Hare Rama, Hare Krishna, and
Guide), reinvented themselves. The heroines
too were amazing.
Who can forget Waheeda Rehman, Hema
Malini, Sharmila Tagore, Sadhana, Asha
Parekh, Zeenat Aman, and others? The
evergreen Meena Kumari had us spellbound
in Pakeezah. The playback singers and music
directors gave us unforgettable music and
songs that are sung to this day. But Bollywood
has deteriorated. It wants to outrival
Hollywood for indecency and gore; many
Indian movies today require an ‘R’ rating.
The song and dance routine is inane and
forgettable.
The days of the cinemas in Guyana were
numbered for a variety of reasons. There
were problems with foreign exchange in the
1980s, and distributors could not be paid on
time. The biggest threat, however, came from
television, the VHS and Betamax tapes, and
later the DVD player, and cable. A number of
cinemas limped along, but their demise was
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only a matter of time.
When the demolition crew pulled down
the once magnificent Astor, a piece of us went
with it. I still remember the day when the plot
did not go according to the script. It was 1978,
the ten o’clock show was over, and the patrons
were leaving. I saw Sally from Vergenoegen.
She was getting married to James, but what
was she doing with Harry in Astor? She tried
to turn away, but her eyes caught mine and
they spoke volumes. She sat on Harry’s bike,
with pale lipstick, as they rode to Georgetown
Stelling.
I was confused. Was this life imitating art?
I remember thinking that this could be a story
for the big screen, a movie within a movie,
and with me as the director. You can imagine
my shock when several years later there was a
movie, When Harry Met Sally!

Sharmila Tagore

Bruce Lee
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PIONEER PORTRAITS

Ustaad a stalwart, hero, & pioneer for Muslims in Guyana

W

e remember the Islamic heroes and stalwarts in
former British Guiana, the pioneers who worked
untiringly and selflessly to build the faith in
our Muslim community. Many of these stalwarts dedicated
decades of their lives to teaching Islam, and establishing and
maintaining peace and harmony in the Muslim community in
today’s Republic of Guyana.
Among such hard-working and respected servants was
Ustaad, who was the Imam/Meajie on the East Bank of
Demerara. He was born to Indian immigrant parents from
Peshawar and Rai Bareilly, and who arrived in British Guiana
in 1898 on the SS Jura. This was one of the many ships that
brought East Indians to British Guiana, and the Caribbean, as
labourers during Indentureship.
Ustaad grew up on the sugar estate with his siblings, and his
parents, who spoke very little English. He revealed an affinity
for languages from an early age, and so learned to speak
Urdu and Hindi, which were the two languages spoken by his
mother and father.
As a young man, Ustaad showed early signs he would be
tall and thin; his features revealed his Pathan ancestry, with his
strides long, and his steps confident. Ustaad carried himself
with grace, humility, and dignity; also, he held his head high
with self-esteem, all qualities that would make him into the
leader he later became. When Ustaad spoke, it was evident he
was articulate and concise, particularly during presentations
and sermons. The power of his voice commanded attention
when he spoke in English and Urdu.
Ustaad’s early years were filled with life-changing events.
Prior to him becoming a teenager, his education was curtailed
when his father became ill; it was a significant event that saw
him leaving school to work on the estate to help take care of
the family.
It was during his early exposure to working life on the sugar
estates where Ustaad began to appreciate the social injustices
within the community. A consequence of this awakening saw
him making a commitment to fight for better conditions for
his coworkers.
Ustaad’s struggle for better working conditions saw his
participation in 1924 with sugar workers on the East Bank in
a strike for better living and working conditions. According
to Ustaad’s written record of the events, the workers were
advised by Francis Kawall, leader of the British Guiana East
Indian Association, to not protest by marching to Georgetown.
According to Ustaad, the advice was not heeded, and
consequently, when the protestors arrived at Ruimveldt just
outside Georgetown, they were confronted by the police, and a
few sugar workers were shot.
For his participation in the protest, Ustaad was blacklisted
and banned from his home estate and other estates in the
region, a move that affected his struggle for better living and
working conditions for the labourers. However, this was also
another significant, life-changing event since it opened up the
opportunity for him to begin pursuing further Islamic learning.
He began immersing himself in an Islamic education.
With the ban from the estates, Ustaad moved from the
East Bank to the West Coast of Demerara, where he lived
and worked with relatives in their rice fields. Also, he began
focusing on acquiring Islamic knowledge from the learned oldtimers in the area. He also taught at the maktab.
He spent a short time working and learning in the West
Coast Demerara, and then moved to Cane Grove on the East
Coast of Demerara. This move opened the door for him
becoming an Ustaad and Imam of the highest standard. It was
now the late 1930s, and the desire for seeking knowledge had
grown more intense with his return to the East Bank as Imam
and Ustaad. The thirst for knowledge led him to a brother
originally from Africa, Jilks, who was then living in British
Guiana. Jilks was a Hafiz-Al-Quran, and helped Ustaad to read
and recite the Quran with authenticity in its Arabic text.
Meanwhile, Ustaad was exploring his affinity for languages,
and was now teaching himself Urdu grammar, Farsi, and
Sanskrit. With his proficiency in Urdu, Ustaad became one
of British Guiana’s leading scholars at the time. While many
Imams spoke and read Urdu, the majority did not know the
grammatical elements of the language in conversation or
correspondence, an area where the self-taught Ustaad excelled.
It turned out that Ustaad acquired a number of authentic
texts dealing with Islamic jurisprudence, fiqh, and sunnah,
which he translated and studied assiduously. The texts
belonged to the late Imam Shakir Hussain from India, who
arrived in British Guiana with specialised status as an Imam
serving the religious and spiritual needs of the Muslim
community on the estates. Ustaad was fortunate to obtain a few
texts from Imam Hussain’s family following his passing.
Diligent study of these rare books on Islamic history and
law helped Ustaad to resolve many arguments and disputes
within jamaats, and with Imams throughout Guyana. His
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Interfaith Remembrance Day: (l-r)
Balram Singh Rai (microphone),
Governor Sir Ralph Grey (in white),
Ustaad at microphone; Ustaad, right.

From (l-r) Moulvi B. H. Chand; Abdool Majeed; Haji
S. M. Shakoor, MBE at microphone; Moulvi Naseer
Ahmad Khan, Ustaad, & Ala Baksh (circa 1960).

Haji S.M. Shakoor, MBE, at the microphone, with
Ustaad at the right, and Abdool Majeed; the document is a nazm composed by Ustaad.

Ustaad’s
handwritten
record of
the April
24, 1924
workers’
strike

Radio Demerara Program: (l-r) Moulvi Hukumdar;
Sabit Ali Khan; Ala Baksh; Haji S.M. Shakoor, MBE;
Haji S.M. Zakir; Abdool Majeed (at mic); Haji Ghulam
Abbas; Ustaad, & Moulvi Naseer Ahmad Khan.
acquired knowledge also helped to clarify and explain
ambiguities, misinterpretations, and discrepancies, all of which
contributed to the community accepting him as a teacher, and
in acknowledging his wise counsel.
Ustaad’s return home to the East Bank as Imam and teacher
also saw the start of his lengthy tenure as an Officer of the
United Sad’r Islamic Anjuman. In 1949, he was elected a Junior
Imam and Junior Secretary of the Anjuman. In 1954, within
three months of the passing of his wife, and then his motherin-law, he embarked upon a journey into the hinterland as the
Travelling Secretary of the Anjuman.
He was 50 years old then, and leaving his young children
in the care of relatives, he travelled to the Essequibo Coast,
visiting ten Jamaats, including Jacklow Pomeroon, doing the
work for the pleasure of Allah (SWT). Remarkably, Ustaad left
the East Bank of Demerara on a bicycle, and returned on it!
In 1948, His Excellency Haji M.A.H. Ispahani, Ambassador
of Pakistan, visited British Guiana. A formal welcome address
to commemorate his visit was planned at the Queenstown
Masjid, and it was to be delivered in Farsi by prominent
businessman and Muslim elder, Sardar Mohamed, who was
proficient in the language.
As it turned out, Mohamed became ill and was unable to
deliver the speech he had prepared. It was recommended to
the organiser of the event, R.B. Gajraj, that a request be put
to Ustaad, who while skilled in Farsi, was hardly a household
name in Islamic circles at the time. The frantic request arrived
at Ustaad’s door, who accepted the invitation.

Ustaad’s eloquence, diction, and overall presentation won
the admiration and affection of Ambassador Ispahani, and
those in attendance at the event. Following this success,
Ustaad’s work began attracting enormous attention and
support. Gajraj went on to become Mayor of Georgetown,
Speaker in the House of Assembly, and an Ambassador, and
was instrumental in helping Ustaad to gain access to the people
and resources that made a positive difference, and facilitated
his religious work in the community.
Ustaad’s work as Imam and Anjuman Officer also enabled
him to have intelligent and meaningful dialogue in meetings
with local prominent dignitaries, among them the colonial
Governors of the day, government officials, and leaders
of business, industry, and commerce. Through Ustaad’s
intervention, the Islamic perspective on matters pertinent to
the time were communicated to the Governors, government
ministers, politicians, the Chamber of Commerce, Civil
Service Association, and other influencers of public policy.
Recognition of Islamic values, and understanding the
significance of Islam’s observances and practices, were positive
outcomes from this relationship; the results from Ustaad’s
favourable input is still evident in Guyanese society today.
Ustaad’s participation with leaders of other faiths in
interfaith dialogue was also an on-going facet of his work, and
it facilitated interfaith acceptance among all religious groups.
Representation to the government on matters of common
interest was thus made in unison, and all groups benefited
from the State’s policies as a result.
Representing the Anjuman and Muslims brought Ustaad
immense satisfaction, and he accepted this responsibility
with great honour and pride. He was revered for his Islamic
knowledge and ability to teach, communicate, and offer wise
counsel, and was consulted by Muslims and non-Muslims alike
on religious and non-religious matters.
As part of Ustaad’s wider, national acceptance, he was
selected to represent the Muslim community in the early
1960’s at the first interfaith Remembrance Day ceremony preindependence. Until that time, participants at this solemn
ceremony, held at the Cenotaph in the heart of Georgetown,
included mainly the British Colonial Office’s representatives,
selected prominent local officials, and clergy. The local
constabulary and military, always in attendance, added to the
dignity and sanctity of the occasion.
Among the other official participants on that historic day
were Sir Ralph Grey, Governor; Dr Alan John Knight, Bishop
of British Guiana, and Archbishop of the West Indies; Balram
Singh Rai, Minister of Home Affairs, and an eminent Pandit
from the Hindu community.
The significance of that year’s inclusive Remembrance Day
ceremony was recognised by all Guyanese. Ustaad stood with
grace and humility, and made his presentation with eloquence
and sincerity. The ceremony was broadcast over the radio,
and nationals knew then that Ustaad had achieved a major,
national milestone for the Muslim community.
Ustaad also visited the Caribbean as an ambassador on
behalf of the Anjuman. In 1962, he travelled to Trinidad and
Tobago, Barbados, Grenada, and St Vincent, as a representative
of Islam and Muslims in British Guiana.
His voice was a permanent feature on the Anjuman’s radio
programs in Guyana, presenting Islam and enlightening the
Muslim masses on various aspects of Islamic responsibilities,
duties, practices, and festivals.
While many of Ustaad’s contemporaries are no longer with
us today, there are still a few, who as young men, knew him
well, and were taught by him. Two members in this group
are Sheikh Kayume Khan, who resides in Canada; and Imam
Haji Khaleel Hussein, who lives in Florida. Also, Imam Jabar;
Rahmat Meajie; Moulvi B. H. Chand; S. M. Shakoor, MBE;
Haji Ramzan; Ustaad Hanif Bagh Khan; Rayman Shaw; Imam
Sheikh Shamsheer (Samsodin); Edoo Meajie; Moulvi Naseer A.
Khan; and, Abdool Majeed, Ala Baksh, and many others, were
close confidants, and notable contemporaries in Ustaad’s time.
Ustaad’s sons followed in his footsteps as Imams and
teachers; his grandsons are also prominent Imams. A greatgrandson has gone a step further, and is a Hafiz-Al-Quran.
Many others, whom he taught and counselled, were inspired
to also continue in their own capacities inspired by the stellar
contribution Ustaad made to the understanding, practice, and
growth of Islam in Guyana, and beyond.
Some who knew him have said Ustaad was ahead of his
time in his thought processes and vision, which encompassed
a wide array of disciplines. A religious leader and teacher,
social reformer, philosopher, and thinker, environmentalist,
counsellor, and politician – all constituted this one grateful,
humble servant of Allah. Ustaad died in 1965; at the time of
his death he was the distinguished Chairman of the Board of
Ulamas of Guyana. (Extracted from a portrait by Mansoor A.
Khan; for the full article, visit www.caribbeanmuslim.com )
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Clarke explored ‘myriad experiences’ of immigrants
By Romeo Kaseram
ustin Ardinel Chesterfield ‘Tom’ Clarke was born in
Saint James, Barbados on July 26, 1934, to parents
Kenneth Trothan and Gladys Clarke; his father
was an artist, while his mother worked as a hotel laundress,
encyclopedia.com informs us. Mark Medley, writing in The
Globe and Mail in 2016, adds that Gladys was a single mother;
however, within roughly a year of Clarke’s birth, she married
a police constable, Fitz Herbert Luke. Medley adds it was
Luke, as Clarke wrote later, who became his father “in word,
in love and in deed”; additionally, the Luke household was an
impoverished one.
However, despite the household indigence, encyclopedia.
com tells us Clarke still emerged as an intelligent student,
that he excelled in school during early childhood, and was
accepted at Combermere School for Boys in Bridgetown. At
the time, Combermere was a top school in Barbados, and
to gain entrance to it was a first step towards a career in the
Civil Service. Medley notes Clarke attended this prestigious
school after winning a scholarship; also, that he became an
“exceptional runner”, the youthful athleticism boastfully
noted by Clarke himself in his memoir ’Membering. Following
Combermere, Clarke attended the elite Harrison College for
two years, which encyclopedia.com notes was a leading postsecondary school at the time.
It was now in the early 1950s, and after Harrison College,
Clarke taught for three years at a rural secondary school in
Barbados, the British Council tells us. At that time, Clarke was
feeling the constraints of living on a small island, and was no
doubt becoming restive over the limited career opportunities
ahead. As encyclopedia.com notes, “He dreamed of studying
in England, and applied to and was accepted at both Oxford
University and the London School of Economics; his financial
circumstances, however, would not permit it, and so he
decided to go to Canada instead.”
Clarke arrived in Montréal in 1955, where he attended
McGill University, and later relocated to Toronto, where he
began studying economics and politics at Trinity College.
However, as the British Council notes, he “abandoned his
studies”, and with encyclopedia.com filling in the narrative,
we learn he began working as a journalist in Timmins and
Kirkland Lake, Ontario, and as a freelance producer for the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation after 1963. Medley fills
in other early career details, telling us Clarke worked for the
Timmins Daily Press, and the Northern Daily News in Kirkland
Lake; also, when he returned to Toronto, he was hired as a
reporter at The Globe and Mail.
It was in 1963 when Clarke “caused a minor stir with an
article he wrote for Maclean’s, [Canada’s] leading weekly”,
encyclopedia.com tells us. In the article, ‘A Black Man Talks
about Racial Prejudice in White Canada’, encyclopedia.com
notes that Clarke “wrote about his inability to find a decent job
and of being routinely snubbed by waitresses and sales clerks
in favour of white customers”. Encyclopedia.com adds, “The
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notoriety helped land him a publisher for his first novel, The
Survivors of the Crossing, which appeared the next year.
Publication of The Survivors of the Crossing (1964) was
the culmination of a backstory that saw Clarke making the
commitment to focus his energies on becoming a writer.
Medley cites this decision where Clarke writes in ’Membering
that, “No black man, no immigrant in living memory, meaning
no living immigrant in the second half of the century had
ever expressed the thought, the experiment, of wanting to be a
writer. It must have been as startling to be heard, as it was for
my wife when I announced to her that Friday afternoon that I
was not going back to work, but would ‘go on the dole’ for one
year; and after that year, in failure or success, I would return
to work, and cease being a financial liability on the Canadian
society. My life on welfare lasted six months, when to my
astonishment, and to the shock of others, my first manuscript,
The Survivors of the Crossing, was accepted by McClelland &
Stewart.”
The Survivors of the Crossing was followed by a second
novel, Amongst Thistles and Thorns, which is described by
Medley as “highly autobiographical”: it is about a nine-year-old
boy, his washerwoman mother, and two men, likely his father
and step-father. Following this novel, in 1967, Clarke published
The Meeting Point, which as Medley notes, explored “the

myriad experiences of Caribbean immigrants”.
In his writing career, Clarke published 11 novels, six
collections of short fiction, three memoirs, two poetry
collections, and even an autobiographical cookbook. His opus,
The Polished Hoe (2002), won the Giller Prize, the Trillium
Book Award, and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. Clarke
was also a three-time finalist for the Governor-General’s
Literary Award; he also won the City of Toronto Book Award,
and received many other awards and accolades, among them
the W.O. Mitchell Prize, and the Harbourfront Festival Prize
for lifetime achievement as a writer. He was named a member
of the Order of Canada in 1998.
Also among his books are Storm of Fortune (1973); The
Bigger Light (1975); The Prime Minister (1977); Proud Empires
(1986 & 1988); The Origin of Waves (1997); The Question
(1999), and, More (2008). His short story collections include
When He Was Free and Young and He Used to Wear Silks
(1971; revised edition 1973); When Women Rule (1985); Nine
Men Who Laughed (1986); In This City (1992); There Are No
Elders (1993); The Austin Clarke Reader, ed. Barry Callaghan
(1996); Choosing His Coffin: The Best Stories of Austin Clarke
(2003); and, They Never Told Me and Other Stories (2013).
Among his memoirs are Growing Up Stupid Under the Union
Jack: A Memoir (1980; 2005); A Passage Back Home: A Personal
Reminiscence of Samuel Selvon (1994); and his well-known,
’Membering (2015).
Along with his career roles as journalist, producer, and
writer, Clarke also taught at American universities, including
Yale University (Hoyt fellow, 1968-1970), Duke University
(1971-1972), and the University of Texas (visiting professor,
1973) and helped establish Black studies programs at several
universities, according to Wikipedia.
He also taught at the University of Texas, and was a Writerin-Residence at Concordia University, and the University
of Western Ontario. He was also a cultural attaché for the
Barbadian embassy in Washington, D.C. Clarke also tried out
politics, running as a Progressive Conservative candidate in
an Ontario election; he also made a failed bid for Mayor of
Toronto in 1969, and served on the Immigration and Refugee
Board of Canada.
Clarke died at the St Michael’s Hospital in Toronto on June
26, 2016, age 81, after a lengthy struggle with prostate cancer.
He left behind ex-wife, Betty; daughters, Janice, Loretta,
Jordan, and Darcy Ballantyne; a son, Michael; and five siblings,
Mphahlele Lukeman, Clifton Luke, John Luke, Robin Luke,
and Margaret (Anna) Smith.
Sources for this exploration: Wikipedia; British Council:
literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/austin-clarke; the Globe
and Mail: theglobeandmail.com/arts/books-and-media/canlittrailblazer-austin-clarke-led-the-way-for-future-generations-ofwriters/article30696927/; and encyclopedia.com: encyclopedia.
com/education/news-wires-white-papers-and-books/clarkeaustin-c-1934#E.

Vote, hope, and pray democracy, law prevail in the US

W

hatever the results of the November 3 Presidential
elections in the US, a straight line can be drawn
from President Donald Trump to many of the ills
that have befallen the nation. His supporters and enablers,
including Republican senators and members of Congress,
sycophants, evangelical, and radicalised right wing groups, the
Supreme Court, his established base – have all contributed to
enshrine his place in history.
Who could have thought it? A New York
conman can create so much stress, distress,
division, and pauperising of a nation? It
Bernard
is not that difficult to explain. The Don’s
Heydorn
upbringing, his father’s business dealings,
his bullying, the immorality, and ganglandstyle background, gave Trump a solid base
for his activities when he entered the White
House.
Here is a man who knew how to make a deal, and how
to fire workers. The American people, with the assistance of
the Russians, put the fox in the hen house. He brought his
spurs along with him, which had helped him to evade the US
military draft. It was a perfect opportunity to further enrich
himself, his family, privileged, billionaire friends, and others
that he could control with money, including a number of
Republican politicians and hangers on.
Backed by a Republican Supreme Court, which he had
stacked, this gave him free rein to practise his tyranny, conduct
dealings with America’s enemies, deflect charges of rape and
other shady business deals, hide his taxes, which as it turned
out he paid little of, turned the White House into his own
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private fiefdom, destroying any federal worker who dared to
do his or her job serving the nation – the list of offences and
lawlessness is “as long as your hand”, as my father would say.
At the base level, his supporters, at least 40 percent of the
population, held steady over his almost four years in office.
Caught up in the coronavirus pandemic, Trump fanned the
flames of the virus, ignoring and attacking the medical and
scientific specialists for their findings and advice on how to
curtail and fight it. He said it will all go
away like a miracle, even when he himself
was infected.
Trump and his following can take a
victory lap. He has divided his country
economically, racially, class, religion, urban/
rural, immigrant, every which way. Not
since the Civil War, 160 years ago, has the
country been so divided. Trump is the standard-bearer, the
master of racism, trying to make America white again.
Trump can take a victory lap by showing an example of
immorality that would be very difficult to exceed. His use of
“religion” and the Bible for political purposes, his treatment of
women, rape cases pending and appearing over the years, his
history of business dealings where contractors were “screwed”,
his treatment of immigrants and applicants, families, women,
and children, his lies, now reckoned to be in the tens of
thousands.
It is interesting to note that he spent very little, if any time
in the preparation for the presidential debates. He didn’t need
to. The lies came out spontaneously, and his base swallowed
them up wholesale! He has made immorality so commonplace

and “normal” that most Americans do not see it as an issue in
the elections! Is this what they call dystopia?
With the composition and constipation of the US
constitution, the wheels of justice will move slowly, if ever.
Trump in all probability will not spend a day in jail. Trump’s
new appointee to the Supreme Court said that she will follow
the letter of the law. If the law is written by the present jurists,
is there any difficulty in following the law? Big deal!
Trump has been viewed as a Messiah. Some see him as a
monster; a Satanic figure. The battles in the ‘Red’ states and
‘Blue’ States will go on. His influence on the world, separating
Americans from their allies in Europe and elsewhere,
destroying the planet in support of the oil companies, and
negating the science of climate change cannot be forgotten by
present and future generations. His politics have spread into
other countries, dividing families, siblings, friends, associates,
neighbours, and others.
The combination of Trump’s policies and the effects of the
pandemic, enhanced by Trump, has brought Americans in
the hundreds of thousands, if not millions to their knees and
deaths.
We have seen this death procession before by the American
preacher Jimmy Jones in Jonestown, Guyana. The Cool Aid
they took was deadly. The ‘aid’ that Trump is offering the
American people is a thousand times more deadly!
Trump has served his deck of cards in deadly earnest. Will
democracy and the rule of law prevail? We can vote, hope, and
pray.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
to you.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

UNC internal elections set for December 6

Business as usual for Persad-Bissessar; puts PNM on defensive

Vasant Bharath

Bharath issues UNC leadership
challenge to Persad-Bissessar
Port-of-Spain – Former government Trade Minister Vasant
Bharath last week officially declared he will be challenging UNC
leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar for the party’s leadership in the
December 6, 2020 internal elections.
“My faith in the UNC as a party is still very whole; it is still
very total; it is unquestionable. And the reality is that I have no
intentions of sitting idly by as a spectator and continue to watch
its further destruction… so the answer… is yes I intend to run,”
Bharath said during his announcement.
He added, “I intend to put up and work with a highly respected and committed team… I am hopeful that we can convince
the membership of the party that it needs to change; it needs
to change radically; it needs to start attracting people outside
of its base.”
Bharath also sent out a warning to the PNM saying as leader
he will return the UNC to the government come general elections in 2025.
“I sound a warning, and put the PNM on notice. We in the
UNC might be wounded, we may seem leaderless, and in disarray; but be warned – we in the UNC are a proud and resilient
people,” said Bharath.
He added: “To those in the PNM rejoicing in our pain, rest
assured, that when we put our house in order, when the sun
begins to rise in all of its glory, victory will be ours, and the
UNC will once again take its rightful place as the next government of Trinidad and Tobago.”
He also took Persad-Bissessar to task, saying she led the UNC
into 11 election defeats, and consequently, the party’s membership is crying out for change. UNC members Ramona Ramdial
and Larry Lalla were in attendance during Bharath’s declaration.
He added the UNC remains in “rapid decline” and in “total disarray” because of poor leadership.
Bharath said the UNC electoral losses have been a “nightmare”, and lamented that despite the PNM being unpopular and
having no achievements, the UNC still lost the August 10, 2020
general elections.
“We somehow miraculously contrived to snatch defeat out of
the jaws of victory. I share in your disbelief that our party lost
yet another election, against what is perhaps the most unpopular, despised, and ridiculed government in the history of our
nation,” he said.
Bharath also criticised Persad-Bissessar’s choice of candidates
for the general election, noting the marginalisation of notable
names as Ramdial, Lalla, Kevin Ramnarine, Fazal Karim,
Bhoendradatt Tewarie, and other UNC stalwarts.
Persad-Bissessar has been responding to her challengers following the elections’ loss, saying her detractors do not respect
the UNC membership, and are only viewed the party as a means
to ascend to power. Among the most vocal critics has been
Devant Maharaj, who paid for several billboards calling for
Persad-Bissessar to step down. He also had previously stated his
intention to contest the election.
Bharath said the party needed to be more inclusive, in spite
of the dissenting voices within.
“I think the first and most important priority for the party is
to unite the people of the country, unite all of those members
who have been cast aside for frivolous reasons. There has been
no disciplinary action brought against them as far as I am aware,
so the first thing is to unite those voices who have value to bring
to the organisation… and [there] are many of them outside.
We saw in the last general election [where] many people who
offered themselves were not accepted,” he said.
Commenting on the developments inside the UNC, political
analyst Dr Winford James said it was premature to say if Bharath
had enough support to overcome Persad-Bissessar. He has been
regarded by some as an alternative to Persad-Bissessar.
James said while there was the point of view that PersadBissessar should step down due to the UNC’s successive election
losses, she still commands significant support from grassroots
membership, and from working-class women.
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Port-of-Spain – UNC’s internal elections are set for December Opposition that Young’s father was a commission agent or
6, Opposition Leader, and party leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar broker for NCB Global Finance and got millions of dollars is
said last week, with nomination day on November 15. The elec- outrageous.” Questioned on why the issue was being responded
tions will be conducted in accordance with the party’s constitu- to again by the government, since it was, extensively raised and
tion, and will be done in compliance with any relevant Covid-19 denied during the 2020 general election campaign, Imbert said
regulations.
he thought it was being rekindled due to the upcoming UNC
Commenting on the recently-passed budget presented by the internal elections.
PNM government, Persad-Bissessar said the UNC remains the
“I guess the leader of the Opposition is looking for relevance.
only party with a comprehensive economic plan.
I don’t know – maybe the UNC is hurting still from that defeat,”
“We remain the only party committed to helping people he said.
climb up the social and economic ladHe added, “Maybe they want to try
der and achieve true independence,”
and say that the PNM is as bad as the
she said.
UNC. You know, misery loves company.
She added the UNC was also commitSo maybe they want to join us in that,”
ted to preparing Trinidad and Tobago’s
he said.
children for the technological challenges
It is the third time Persad-Bissessar
of the 21st century.
has raised allegations against the Young
Said Persad-Bissessar: “We remain
family, with each being denied.
the only party that is committed to
In March this year Imbert deemed
helping our small and medium enterthe issues over loan financing were
prises grow and thrive. We remain the
above board, and the ministry issued
only party committed to diversifying
advertisements on the subject.
the economy. We remain the only party
Following the release of a Freedom
committed to easing the tax burden on
of Information request, which showed
all our citizens, so you keep more of the
Minister Young recused himself from
money you earn…”
57 Cabinet meetings that discussed
The UNC was not a party for the few,
NCBGF, a news conference was held in
but is a determined movement for the
August to deny the allegation that his
many, she declared.
father was a broker to any transaction.
“We remain the most diverse, incluImbert also defended the Ministry
sive and people-centred party deterof
Finance’s award of loan financing
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
mined to uplift all of Trinidad and
to NCB Global Finance, and chastised
Tobago... We the people will defeat this wicked PNM govern- Persad-Bissessar’s statements as “scandalous and ridiculous”.
ment and the rising sun of the UNC will shine again in Trinidad He said the matter “keeps coming up in the press”, and that
and Tobago!” she said.
the Leader of the Opposition has “alleged or insinuated” the
Persad-Bissessar also revealed that via a Freedom of Young family has benefited from millions in transactions from
Information Act request she had discovered that Attorney NCBGF.
General Faris Al-Rawi and Minister of National Security Stuart
NCB Global Finance is a subsidiary of Jamaica's NCB
Young had to be recused 94 times from Cabinet discussions.
Financial Group, and is run by Angus Young, brother of
She said Al-Rawi was recused 37 times, while Young was Minister Young. Imbert said as of October 29, 2020, NCBGF has
recused 57 times due to matters of conflict of interest.
been successful in managing 3.7 percent of the Government's
She said Al-Rawi left Cabinet discussions several times financing needs. He said the financing amounted to less than
due to lease or rental agreement involving himself or a family $3 billion, from a total of $70 billion for which the government
member.
went out to market over the last five years.
Persad-Bissessar said of those occasions, the public was
Conversely, Imbert observed that 96.3 percent of the time
only aware of two properties, One Alexandra Place and Three the government obtained financing from other local financial
Alexandra Place, and called on the Attorney General to explain institutions.
the remaining recusals.
Said Imbert: “We borrow from everybody. I can tell you,
However, Persad-Bissessar said that Young’s recusals were categorically, that Minister Young was so careful whether NCB
related to (TT) $22.6 billion in government transactions, as Global Finance was successful in winning the tender to provide
his father Richard acted as a broker, a stakeholder, or a com- loan financing to the government or State enterprises, whether
mittee member on a State board in 30 matters. She also noted they were not successful. It became a bit of a joke with us and I
his brother Angus Young’s involvement as CEO of NCB Global told him that he has to make a stamp. Just stamp the paper and
finance was connected to six other discussions.
say I recuse because he has gone to the extreme.”
Responding to the revelations made by Persad-Bissessar,
Imbert said the number of recusals would look large because
Finance Minister Colm Imbert said Richard Young, father of there were hundreds of financing arrangements over the last five
National Security Young, did not broker any transaction on years. He said the RFPs for financing were evaluated, including
behalf of any financial institution.
interest rate, the tenor of the loan, the length of time, the fees,
Said Imbert: “This allegation from the Leader of the being charged by the financial institution and all other charges.

UNC fires broadside – Rowley’s BHP oilwell dry

Port-of-Spain – UNC spokesperson on Energy, Anita
Said Haynes: “I am calling on the government to tell the nation
Haynes, last week raised concerns that the failed Broadside the truth with the same exuberance as when the announcement
exploration well could lead to significant challenges for Trinidad for this venture was made two months ago. What are the latest
and Tobago’s energy sector.
developments concerning drilling at the Broadside Exploration
It was revealed last week that the highly
Well? Is it true that the drillship is now preparanticipated Broadside well was a dry hole. In
ing to sail away from the area? Most imporresponse to this news, Haynes said the governtantly, what is next for Trinidad and Tobago?”
ment had failed in the country’s most imporOn September 15 Rowley praised BHP for
tant economic sector.
its continued interest, and noted the company
Said Haynes: “Two months ago, [Prime
had begun drilling its Broadside-1 well.
Minister Dr Keith Rowley], with much fanfare,
Said Rowley: “If the finds of the Broadside
announced the drilling of the BHP Broadside
well are promising, it can inform the drilling
Exploration Well at the Southern Deepwater
of further exploration wells in nearby blocks.
Acreage. ...While boasting that this would be
Additionally, a commercial discovery in any of
the deepest well ever drilled in our country,
Broadside’s Miocene targets could de-risk the
[he] even appeared to suggest that the genesis
majority of the prospective resources identified
of this well was as a result of his 2018 trip
by Netherland, Sewell and Associates, Inc in its
Anita Haynes
to Australia during which he met with BHP
audit of the country’s crude oil reserves and
executives. [However], the total depth has been reached at the resources for year-end 2018.”
Broadside Exploration Well and it is empty. There is no better
The drilling prove to be dry, with the well encountering probmetaphor for our energy sector under this administration than lems with stuck pipes. While BHP eventually continued drilling,
an empty well.”
it did not hit any of its targets, and found no oil, but some gas
Haynes on the Rowley administration to speak the truth and condensate. The gas discoveries are not large enough for
about the state of the deep water exploration programme.
deep water, and are thus uneconomic.

indocaribbeanworld.com | november 4, 2020

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

T&T govt extends repatriation of stranded nationals

Almost back home, returnee passes away on CAL flight enroute to Piarco

“At that point, where social distancing collapsed completely,
Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and Tobago formation of a repatriation committee with responsibility for
expansion
of
the
number
of
nationals
being
allowed
to
return
to
I
realised
it was an all or nothing situation. It’s either we were all
has been expanding its repatriation to the relief of hundreds of
Trinidad
and
Tobago.
On
the
committee
are
National
Security
going
to
be
negative, or if someone was positive there, we were
nationals stranded abroad, with three flights arriving at Piarco
Minister Stuart Young and Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi.
at risk for being infected,” she said.
International Airport in the past week.
Rowley said consideration was being given to the removal
Sohan-Seenath is credited as being instrumental in Trinidad
However, it was a sad end for one national, who encountered
of
the
exemption
process,
which
allows
nationals
to
return
as
and
Tobago’s response to the Zika crisis in 2016.
health turbulence onboard a Caribbean Airlines flight on the
international
flights
become
available.
According
to
Rowley,
Given
the situation while she was in quarantine, she said it
way to Piarco from New York, causing the aircraft to make an
it
was
felt
that
incoming
nationals
could
be
now
be
moniwas
time
that
the requirement for State quarantine be abolished.
emergency stopover at Puerto Rico.
tored
via
identification,
She added evidence now proves such quarAccording to reports out of Port-ofcontact information, and
antine would pose no further threat to the
Spain, Flight 3525 was scheduled to arrive in
addresses, which allow
Covid-19 fight.
Trinidad on Saturday night, but was instead
authorities
to
track
and
“The existing evidence suggests or suprerouted to Puerto Rico after 89-year-old
ensure
adherence
to
ports
home quarantine. Since July 30, the
Henry Sebastian Grant became ill, and could
quarantine
rules.
WHO
issued guidelines for international
not be resuscitated. He was pronounced
Meanwhile,
former
travel.
What
it states basically, is if you are
dead by Puerto Rican authorities.
medical
chief
of
staff
at
travelling
from
a country with community
Meanwhile, the repatriation exercise
the Mt Hope Women’s
spread to a country with community spread,
is ongoing, and according to Dr Maryam
Hospital Dr Karen
there is no additional risk to the resident
Abdool-Richards, acting Principal Medical
Sohan-Seenath
last
population,” she said.
Officer of Institutions, an additional 75-80
week
called
on
the
gov“If the local policy is that asymptomnationals were expected to arrive this week
ernment
to
remove
the
atic
positive patients quarantine at home,
at Trinidad and Tobago ports via transport
requirement
for
returnthen
why can’t returning nationals who are
other than international flights.
ing
nationals
to
undergo
asymptomatic
when they board that aircraft
Abdool-Richards also indicated 110
State quarantine.
quarantine at home?”
nationals arrived last week from Miami,
Maryam Abdool-Richards
Karen Sohan-Seenath
Sohan-Seenath was
She said this move would save taxpayer
and were now undergoing State-supervised
quarantined
at
the
UWI’s
Canada
Hall
after
arriving
in
the
dollars,
which
can
be
utilised
more efficiently, and recommendquarantine. Following this isolation, the nationals will be
country
on
October
19
from
Miami.
She
said
she
was
disaped
it
be
used
to
purchase
additional
personal protective equipallowed to return to their homes with negative polymerase
pointed
by
the
facilities
and
her
experience
while
housed
under
ment
for
medical
workers,
or
even
to
help stranded nationals
chain reaction tests.
the
State’s
facilities.
return
home.
With more repatriation exercises now underway, AbdoolAccording to Sohan-Seenath, there were shortcomings with
The government mitigated its position on mandatory quarRichards said incoming nationals account for ten percent of
the
entire
process,
especially
at
the
facility.
There
were
comantine
requirements for repatriated nationals on September
new Covid-19 positive cases emerging in the nation’s growing
munal
areas
such
as
washrooms
that
could
increase
the
risk
of
5,
ten
days
after switching to home self-isolation of Covid-19
total.
contracting
the
virus
from
someone
positive
but
asymptomatic.
positive
people
with mild to no symptoms. The move came
Late last month, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley announced
following Trinidad and Tobago transitioning into community
transmission, and then a rapid spread of infections.
Before this mitigation, returning nationals were mandated to
serve a 14-day quarantine, either in State quarantine, or Statesupervised quarantine. However, since then, the Ministry of
National Security announced that those returning from moderate to high-risk countries would be mandated to serve a sevenPort-of-Spain – Businessman Peter George said last week cases to come down,” George said.
Also speaking to the distress businesses were now under- day quarantine at a State facility.
Trinidad and Tobago has entered into a social and economic
crisis because of the Covid-19 measures, and if the government going, Stephen Aboud, owner of Pharmaco Limited, said the
continues to hold on to grab-and-go, take-out services, then government lacked innovation. He said the economy could have
been open a long time ago, with proper regulations put in place
several businesses in the food industry will crash.
George is CEO of the Trent Restaurant Group, which includes to prevent the spread of the virus.
Port-of-Spain – The National Gas Company recorded a masBusinesses are not going to be the same when the economy sive $316.2 (all currency in TT) million loss after tax for the first
Trotters, Buzo, Amara, and Blue Star Diner. George expressed
his disappointment last week following Prime Minister Dr Keith opens back up, he declared.
half of 2020, with the company attributing the haemorrhage to
“Everyone knows that this Christmas is going to be bleak as the negative economic effects caused by Covid-19.
Rowley not announcing the re-opening of the economy late last
far as business is concerned. It is going to
month.
In revelation of its loss, NGC said, “This represents a decrease
take two years for things to normalise again,” of 296 percent or $477.3 million from the six-month profit for
“I have a thousand workers and they are
Aboud said.
in unbelievable financial pain. After eight
2019 of $161.1 million. Revenues decreased by 22.9 percent or
The sombre mood rippled following the $1.74 billion from $7.61 billion for the six months ended June
months of this pandemic, this is no longer a
closure of Trotters, with the Greater San 2019 to $5.87 billion for the six months to June 2020.”
medical crisis; this is a social and economic
Fernando Chamber president Kiran Singh
crisis,” he said.
It added, “Margins continue to be adversely affected by the
describing the government’s move to keep volatility in the commodity markets with prices decreasing by
Following George’s statement, on
limits on the food and beverage sector as 33 percent, 9 percent, and 44 percent for methanol, ammonia,
November 1 close to 140 persons became
unfair and harsh.
unemployed when Trotters restaurant in San
and natural gas liquids respectively in the reporting period.”
Singh made his comments following the
Fernando closed it doors indefinitely.
Group chairman Conrad Enill said several factors contribannouncement that Trotters was closed. He uted to the loss, among these being changes in the market
According to Trent Restaurants, which is
added that more restaurants and bars face outlook, legacy issues, and non-payment for gas sales by NGC’s
the parent company of Buzo Osteria Italiana,
closure due to prohibition of in-house din- largest customer.
Amara, and Tommy’s restaurants, the Coviding by the government.
19 restrictions on restaurants and bars forced
“These factors have caused the overall results to be negative
Said Singh: “We have a 25 percent closure and contributed towards a tightening of NGC’s liquidity posithe indefinite closure.
of businesses in all sectors in the southern tion,” he said.
It said “the present rate of 30-40 new
region, with a 50 to 75 percent closure of
Covid-19 cases a day did not warrant the
However, he added that NGC remained optimistic toward
food concessioners in food courts. People growth and profitability over the medium term, through an
reopening of in-store dining, and now added
Peter George
employed in these sectors would not be able uptick in the upstream sector, strategic partnerships and acquito this, the reopening of the other sectors
of the economy, such as beaches and places of worship, both to meet their commitments. The businesses that fall within this sitions, technological investments, and a sharpened focus on
of which would have the propensity for daily case rates to sector are unable to subsidise the wages for staff, and it is having cost management and value generation initiatives.
increase,” made it “reasonable for us to surmise that our indus- a negative multiplier effect.”
He added deals via a framework agreement with Touchstone
He added that several attempts were made to offer sugges- Exploration Inc and Heritage Petroleum Company Limited for
try will not be reopening for the foreseeable future”.
In light of these circumstances Trent Restaurants said it had tions to the authorities for a compromise, but this was not been the development, sale, and purchase of natural gas from the
no choice to close Trotters in San Fernando, and to scale back successful.
Ortoire block; a new gas supply contract with BHP Billiton; its
Singh explained that while the seriousness of the pandemic continued with its internationalisation thrust with Phoenix Park
operations at its other restaurants. Blue Star Diner was also
was understood, further prohibitions will worsen societal ills Gas Processors Limited in the acquiring of the NGL marketing
closed in San Fernando.
Speaking earlier to the bleak economic outlook, George said and create new ones.
assets of Twin Eagle Liquids Marketing LLC based in Houston
“The banks have not helped in any real way. We have sent are expected to be favourable performance for the company.
he was hoping the government would lift the constraints after
eight months, and when this did not happen, he was now faced various proposals to the various ministries. We have suggested
NGC said not only was it able to sustain delivery of its critiwith having to close some of the operations and send staff home. a 30 to 50 percent of in-house dining. The ministries of Finance cal services to the petrochemical, manufacturing, and power
George said he had come to a breaking point, and that the and Trade, and Investment told us that they have to follow the generation sectors, but changes effected during the first half of
government was not listening to other sectors. Trinidad and guidelines set out by the Ministry of Health, and the Chief 2020 helped create a solid platform for future innovation and
Medical Officer. But I honestly believe the population will be improvement.
Tobago could learn a lot from its regional neighbours, he said.
“All these islands are open; they are not booming, but the responsible,” Singh said.
In September, the company had announced a $396 million
Last week, Sails Restaurant and Pub in Chaguaramas also profit after tax for 2019, just under $2 billion lower than what
economic wheels are turning. But in Trinidad and Tobago we
continue to throw a cold blanket on the problem, waiting for shut its doors, citing economic challenges.
was recorded for 2018.

Restaurants suffer in Covid-19 famine

On its last legs, Trotters in south closes its doors

NGC records $M loss
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Rise & fall of ‘sexy’ dancer Rehana
By Karan Bali
ehana was a top actress of Hindi cinema in the late
1940s and early 1950s. She is regarded as Hindi
cinema’s first ‘jhatka queen’, her dances catering to the
frontbenchers or the ‘chavani class’ as they were called then,
while being labelled vulgar by the educated gentry! Today
when one looks back, however, one finds her dances and
stagey eye-popping acting pretty harmless, wondering what
the furor was all about. Rehana, however, loved her
sex-pot image, and is known to have quipped,
“Am I Sexy? Good, I like that!”
Rehana was born, it is thought,
in 1931, although there seems to
be some confusion over her birth
name. While some sources say
she was born Mushtar Jahan,
others say she was born Rehana
Anjuman Chowdhury. What is
certain, though, is that she was
the daughter of a manufacturer
of Moradabadi silverware, who
owned a factory in Lucknow;
and that Rehana began her career
while still a child as a dancer on the
stage. From the tender age of five,
she was trained in Kathak by none
other than the legendary Shambhu
Maharaj. Maharaj was associated with
the great Kajjanbai’s touring company, and would
sometimes take his pupils for rehearsals when the company
was in Lucknow.
On being asked to dance at Kajjanbai’s house, Rehana made
quite an impact, and was taken in as a member of Kajjan’s
company. As a member if the troupe, Rehana travelled not
just the length and breadth of India, but even abroad. On
her return to India, Rehana joined [Entertainments National
Service Association], which had been set up by Basil Dean
and Leslie Henson to provide entertainment to British troops
during World War II.
After being seen dancing at a party where there were
several people from the film world, Rehana began her screen
career with dancing roles and small supporting roles in films
like the KL Saigal-Suraiya starrer Tadbir (1945), and Adab Are
(1946). She was then cast as one of the leading ladies in the
Prabhat drama, Hum Ek Hai (1946) co-starring Dev Anand,
Kamala Kotnis, and Rehman. The film was the beginning of a
fruitful partnership – in more ways than one, it is said – with
the debutant director of the film, P. L. Santoshi, a partnership
that would go on until 1952 through films like Shehnai (1947),
Khidki (1948), Sargam (1950), Chham Chhama Chham (1952),
and Shin Shinaki Boobla Boo (1952).
Shehnai and Sajan (1947), both made for Filmistan, were
Rehana’s breakthrough films that made her a star. The former,
pairing her with Nasir Khan, also established director PL
Santoshi and music director C Ramchandra, whose superhit song for the film ‘Aana Meri Jaan Meri Jaan Sunday Ke
Sunday’ was hummed thoughout the country. Sajan saw her
paired with Ashok Kumar, and remains one of her most wellknown films.
Rehana entered the best phase of her career from 19481951 as she did a variety of films paired opposite most of the

R

top heroes of the day – Prem Adib (Actress 1948), Raj Kapoor
(Sunehre Din 1949, and Sargam 1950), Dev Anand (Dilruba
1950), Shyam (Nirdosh 1950), and (Surajmukhi 1950), Shekar
(Ada 1951) and Premnath (Sagai 1951).
Two of her biggest hits in this period were Sargam (1950)
and Sagai (1951). However, most of the films preferred to
capitalise on her seductive dances rather than make any great
acting demands on her. In particular, C. Ramchandra’s lighthearted ditties in these films went extremely well
with her ‘dance moves’, which drove the
male public in particular to go wild.
However, post-Sagai, Rehana’s
career sharply went on the decline as
films like Rangeeli (1952), Chham
Chhama Chham, Hazar Raaten
(1953) and Samrat (1954), which
all sank at the box-office. Many
of her films were also attacked
by the film critics of the day,
one of whom, while reviewing
Rangeeli, wrote, “In India when a
director finds it difficult to make
a picture with some intelligence he
makes a picture with Rehana. Since
intelligence is not easily available to
our directors, Rehanas have virtually
become substitutes for intelligence in the
Indian film industry.”
Soon, Rehana found herself playing second lead
in films like Dhola Maru (1956), and Delhi Durbar (1956).
In fact, Shin Shinaki Boobla Boo, starring Rehana, Sadhona
Bose, and Ranjan, even had the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting overturning the Universal certificate granted
to the film and banning it altogether citing its “low moral
tone”. The ban was later revoked, but killed any chances the
film might have had at the box office. With her career on the
decline in India, Rehana migrated to Pakistan with the hope of
continuing there. Her last released film in India was post her
leaving India, Mehfil (1957).
Sadly, Rehana’s films in Pakistan like Shalimar (1956),
opposite Sudhir, Wehshi (1956), and Apna Paraya (1959) failed
at the box office. The only successful film she really had in
Pakistan as the leading lady was Raat Ke Rahi (1960). Aulad
(1962) was also successful at the box-office, but by then she
was no longer the leading lady, and Nayyar Sultana played the
heroine of the film.
She did do another film, Aankh Aur Khoon, around this
period, co-starring Syed Kamal, but sadly for her, the movie
remained unreleased.
On the personal front, Rehana married the producer of Raat
Ke Rahi, Iqbal Shehzad, but it was a short-lived affair. After
separating from him, she married businessman Sabir Ahmed.
She had a cameo dance number in the Zeba-Syed KamalMohammed Ali starrer Dil Ne Tujhe Maan Liya (1963) after
which she faded away from the film scene.
Rehana resurfaced in Pakistan in 1995 as a member of the
jury for the Nigar Awards, their equivalent of the Filmfare
awards.
After her husband’s death, she lived a largely secluded life. It
is said that she had began teaching the Holy Quran to children
in her later years.

Police, film show empowerment of women

K

eeping up with the spirit of a festival that celebrates
programmes, aims to equip women with the ability to deal
a goddess for vanquishing evil, Rachakonda police
with dangerous situations. We have learnt that physical
in Hyderabad have released the poster of a film on
empowerment is important. Through our Kalari Payattu (a
women empowerment titled Ammay.
form of martial art) programme, we empowered 1,000 school
Director of the movie, R. Shashank said:
girls in self-defense. We want to scale it
“The film shows how women can empower
further.”
themselves to fight harassment and assault.
However, women are told to follow several
It tells how women should react when they
norms in order to not get raped. Will not
face unexpected situations. In the movie, the
learning self-defense become yet another way
protagonist does not wait for anyone to save
of blaming the victim?
her.”
Bhagwat did not think so, saying, “No. We
Rachakonda police commissioner,
should not think in that direction. Getting
Mahesh Bhagwat, said that the film gives a
trained in self-defense will ensure confidence
strong message that every woman should be
in women. This is only one of the ways to
empowered for personal defense.
prevent crime against women. We also have
“Mahatma Gandhi said, ‘If at midnight
to ensure that men are brought up in such a
our women can move freely, then only I can
way that they respect women in all stages of
Movie poster for ‘Ammay’ life. We also have to ensure conviction and
say India got true freedom.’ That dream is
still not fulfilled,” he said.
exemplary punishment to prevent repeated offences.”
Additionally, “The Rachakonda police, through
The film will be released on social media platforms in the
Margdarshak ‘She for Her and Student Police Cadets’
third week of November.
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Rishi Kapoor, Irrfan Khan, Sushant Singh Rajput

Melbourne marks 3 legacies

T

he Hindi film industry has been marred with
some deeply personal losses this year. With the
tragic deaths of Irrfan Khan, Rishi Kapoor and
then Sushant Singh Rajput, the sense of a void has been
omnipresent.
It was, thus, necessary for the year’s first Indian
film festival – Indian Film Festival of Melbourne to
commemorate their legacy.
As a part of IFFM’s tribute section, the festival will be
screening Irrfan Khan’s Song of Scorpion, Rishi Kapoor’s
102 Not Out, and Sushant Singh Rajput’s Kedarnath this
year.
In a statement, festival’s Mitu Bhowmick Lange, said,
“Artistes live on through their legacy. These were some
fine men who did some incredible movies that resonated
with everyone. It was important for us to celebrate their
memory.”
Lange added: “We handpicked some great films for
our audience so that we relive a little bit of their lives
with them. Their loss to the film industry is irrevocable,
but the magic of their movies will continue to entertain
generations hereafter.”
It may be noted that while Kapoor’s 102 Not Out
(that also starred Amitabh Bachchan) and Rajput’s
Kedarnath, which marked the debut of Sara Ali Khan,
were commercial successes in domestic and worldwide
markets, it is the first time that the Indian diaspora world
over will get access to Song of Scorpion.he 2017 film saw
Khan reunite with his Qissa director Anup Singh, and the
movie starred Golshifteh Farahani. The film was reviewed
after its premiere at the Locarno Film Festival in 2017.

Rajkummar Rao

Bare facts only for mom, dad

A

ctor Rajkummar Rao made his acting debut
in Bollywood in Dibakar Banerjee’s film Love,
Sex Aur Dhokha in the year 2010. The actor in
a recent interview with Neha Dhupia revealed that the
toughest thing he has done is to reveal to his parents that
he would have to do a nude scene in the film.
When Dibakar Banerjee told Rajkummar that he will
have to do a nude scene, he was okay with it considering
that it was his job. However, he knew that he would have
to inform his parents and family. The actor said that his
parents were very cool, and he just had to tell them and
not even ask. They expressed shock at first, but when Rao
said that his back will be exposed, they came to terms
with it.
Rajkummar has also shot nude scenes for Shahid
and Omerta. Apart from this, Rajkummar shared funny
anecdotes from his childhood on the chat show. He
revealed that he was a “fully filmi kid”.
On the work front, Rajkummar Rao was last seen in
the recently released film Made In China opposite Mouni
Roy, along with Boman Irani and Annu Kapoor. Rao
actor is currently filming for Turram Khan and Roohi
Afza.
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UP TO
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PURCHASE
FINANCING

MO.

ON SELECT NEW 2020 FORD SUVs

+

ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS GET A

1,500 BONUS

$

TRADE-IN

*

ON ALL NEW 2020 EDGE MODELS

FIND OUT MORE AT FORDTO.CA
VEHICLE(S) MAY BE SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT. DEALER MAY SELL OR LEASE FOR LESS. LIMITED TIME OFFERS. OFFERS ONLY VALID AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS. RETAIL OFFERS MAY BE CANCELLED OR CHANGED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE. SEE YOUR FORD DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS OR CALL THE FORD CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP CENTRE AT 1-800-565-3673. FOR FACTORY
ORDERS, A CUSTOMER MAY EITHER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ELIGIBLE RAINCHECKABLE FORD RETAIL CUSTOMER PROMOTIONAL INCENTIVES/OFFERS AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF VEHICLE FACTORY ORDER OR TIME OF VEHICLE DELIVERY, BUT NOT BOTH OR COMBINATIONS THEREOF. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY CPA/GPC OR DAILY RENTAL INCENTIVES, THE COMMERCIAL UPFIT
PROGRAM OR THE COMMERCIAL FLEET INCENTIVE PROGRAM (CFIP).^ UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2020, RECEIVE 0% APR PURCHASE FINANCING ON NEW 2020: EDGE TITANIUM, EXPLORER PLATINUM, AND F-350 SUPER DUTY LARIAT WITH GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS, OR 2020: ECOSPORT SE, ESCAPE TITANIUM, RANGER LARIAT, AND F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW LARIAT 502A WITH
2.7L GAS ENGINE FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS TO QUALIFIED RETAIL CUSTOMERS, ON APPROVED CREDIT (OAC) FROM FORD CREDIT CANADA COMPANY. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR THE LOWEST INTEREST RATE. EXAMPLE: $57,939 PURCHASE FINANCED AT 0% APR FOR 60/72 MONTHS, MONTHLY PAYMENT IS $965.65/$804.71, COST OF BORROWING IS $0 (RDPRM REGISTRATION AND
RELATED FEES UP TO $52 IN QUEBEC) AND TOTAL TO BE REPAID IS $57,939 (UP TO $57,991 IN QUEBEC). NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF CREDIT BY FORD CREDIT. NOTE THE AMOUNT USED HEREIN IS ONLY AN EXAMPLE AND NOT THE ACTUAL SALE PRICE OF A VEHICLE. TAXES PAYABLE ON FULL AMOUNT OF PURCHASE PRICE. ALL PURCHASE FINANCE OFFERS
INCLUDE FREIGHT AND AIR TAX CHARGES BUT EXCLUDE OPTIONS, GREEN LEVY (IF APPLICABLE, AND EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), LICENSE, FUEL FILL CHARGE, INSURANCE, DEALER PDI (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), PPSA (NOT APPLICABLE IN QUEBEC), RDPRM REGISTRATION AND RELATED FEES UP TO $52 (ONLY IN QUEBEC), ADMINISTRATION FEES (EXCEPT IN QUEBEC), AND TAXES. ALL PRICES ARE BASED
ON MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE.* PROGRAM IN EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2020 (THE “PROGRAM PERIOD”). TO QUALIFY, CUSTOMER MUST, DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD, TRADE IN THEIR VEHICLE THROUGH A FORD DEALERSHIP BY TURNING IN A 2016 MODEL YEAR OR OLDER VEHICLE, WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY REGISTERED/PLATED OR INSURED
FOR THE LAST 3 MONTHS (THE “CRITERIA”). ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS WILL RECEIVE $1,000 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: ESCAPE (EXCLUDING S), FUSION OR ECOSPORT; $1,500 TOWARDS A NEW 2020: MUSTANG (EXCLUDING SHELBYTM GT350/500 MUSTANG), EDGE, EXPLORER, RANGER, TRANSIT (EXCLUDING STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS), OR TRANSIT CONNECT; $2,500 TOWARDS A NEW
2020: EXPEDITION, F-150 (EXCLUDING F-150 RAPTOR, F-150 SUPERCAB OR SUPERCREW XL WITH DIESEL ENGINE), OR F-250 TO F-550 (EACH AN “ELIGIBLE VEHICLE”). BRONCO, BRONCO SPORT, E-SERIES, FORD GT, ALL STRIPPED CHASSIS AND CUTAWAYS, AND F-650 TO F-750 ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THIS OFFER. TAXES PAYABLE AFTER INCENTIVE AMOUNT IS DEDUCTED. TO QUALIFY: (I)
CUSTOMER MUST, AT THE TIME OF THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE, DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEALER / PROVIDE THE DEALER WITH SUFFICIENT PROOF OF CRITERIA AND A SIGNED ORIGINAL OWNERSHIP TRANSFERRING HIS/HER VEHICLE TO THE AUTHORIZED DEALER; AND (II) THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE MUST BE PURCHASED, LEASED, OR FACTORY ORDERED DURING THE PROGRAM PERIOD. LIMIT ONE
(1) INCENTIVE PER ELIGIBLE VEHICLE SALE. RETAIL OFFERS NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER PRIVATE/TARGETED OFFERS. ©2020 FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Heartbreaking as Rafiq speaks to racism at Yorkshire Club

I

n a heartbreaking discussion about allegations of systemic
Gillespie said Rafiq’s testimony was “heartbreaking”. He
‘Whether that’s just banter or not is
racism endured at Yorkshire, an at-times emotional
also spoke to many of the problems he witnessed, in what
Azeem Rafiq last week told the Australian online panel
he thought at the time had simply been a young cricketer
questionable really, and a lot of times
series Cricket Connecting Country he doubts he will have
wrestling with his game and the demands of professionalism.
it is disguised as banter, but it’s quite
another role in cricket, and significantly, he does not want his
However, he now viewed Rafiq’s Yorkshire career in a new and
children to experience such negativity were they to take up bat
more unsettling light.
and ball, not until there is genuine change in the English game. simply not funny...’ – Azeem Rafiq
Said Gillespie: “When I saw this interview Azeem gives, that
Rafiq is the former England
was… quite heartbreaking for
Under-19 and Yorkshire
me as a coach, because some
skipper who has captained
of those experiences happened
SPNcricinfo reported in early September that
successful English players as
when I was at the club. A lot
Rafiq had accused Yorkshire of “institutional
Joe Root, Ben Stokes, and Jos
of those experiences happened
racism”, and claimed his experiences with the
Buttler. Rafiq is now retired
when I wasn’t around, but still
English county club had left him close to suicide. Rafiq
from the game at 29 years old,
quite heartbreaking to listen
quit cricket after leaving Yorkshire in 2018.
and is a Muslim of Pakistani
to that.”
As ESPNcricinfo reported, Rafiq said he felt that as a
descent.
He added: “I remember
Muslim, he was made to feel like an “outsider”.
Earlier this year he triggered
there were a couple of times
Said Rafiq: “I know how close I was to committing
a wide-ranging review by
when I saw Azeem struggling,
suicide during my time at Yorkshire. I was living my
the club into his time at
and I didn’t know there were
family’s dream as a professional cricketer, but inside I
Yorkshire, after he revealed
these undertones of things
was dying. I was dreading going to work. I was in pain
he was the subject of systemic
going on regarding racism,
every day. There were times I did things to try and fit in
racism; he also said the club’s
because I remember Azeem,
that, as a Muslim, I now look back on and regret. I’m not
unwillingness to act on his
there were some issues with his
proud of it at all. But as soon as I stopped trying to fit in,
allegations had left him on the
cricket.”
I was an outsider.”
brink of suicide.
Additionally, “But listening
He added: “It’s obvious to anyone who cares that
Cricket Connecting Country
to that interview on Sky really
there’s a problem. Do I think there is institutional
is an online panel series that
opened up my eyes that there
racism? It’s at its peak in my opinion. It’s worse than it’s
was commissioned by Cricket
was a lot more to that period
ever been."
Australia, with the objective
at the club when his game was
Yorkshire responded to the allegations saying it was in
to celebrate Indigenous
suffering, and he was battling
touch with Rafiq.
culture and multiculturalism
off the field, and in turn there
In a statement, it said: “The club has an equality
in Australia; however, at the
were battles on the field.
and diversity committee, chaired by board member
same time it also explores
Everything almost meshed
Hanif Malik. [He] is in contact with Azeem about the
past instances of racism in the
together, and that’s why it was
allegations, and will report back to the committee.”
game, both in Australia and
heartbreaking for me to watch
Azeem Rafiq
abroad.
that.”
As part of a second webinar broadcast last week, the panel
Adam Cassidy, Cricket Australia Community Diversity &
Said Rafiq: “…I didn't want to believe it was racism. I didn’t
featured Rafiq, who spoke frankly about his courage and the
Inclusion Manager, said Cricket Connecting Country offers
want to think it was that; I wanted to try and, as we’ve been
toll it took in making his voice heard on racism in cricket,
an opportunity for the game to have difficult conversations in
brought up, fight through everything: let it go, let it go.”
including his many painful experiences with Yorkshire. Rafiq
order to learn and avoid repeating mistakes of the past.
But it was nothing but racism, Rafiq said, noting, “If you
was accompanied on the panel by his former coach, Australian pulled anyone up on it, it was like, ‘Well, can you not take a
“This platform for us, we’d like to think that it gives anyone
Jason Gillespie, and spoke in depth about the emotional pain
at any level of cricket who has experienced any form of
joke?’. A lot of times it was disguised as banter, but there was a
he endured. There were touching moments when Rafiq was
discrimination, or that the game has let them down, comfort
lot of feeling in the banter… Whether that’s just banter or not
visibly emotional as he described the pain and its fallout that
is questionable really, and a lot of times it is disguised as banter, and confidence that we are genuinely wanting to address these
now has him thinking twice about his son playing the game.
past issues for them,” Cassidy said.
but it’s quite simply not funny.”
Said Rafiq: “We don't even know how many people are out
there suffering and that’s a worry; everyone is going to heal
in different ways. But to actually start the healing process, it
needs to start now – we can’t keep arguing and trying to show
people there’s a problem. That needs to stop. It needs to be
t was almost back to business for Sunil Narine last week
matches for KKR, going wicketless in both. Commenting on
about how can we stop it happening.”
after his bowling action was cleared by the India Premier
Narine’s cautious action, former Australian player, and the
He added: “My worry is what’s going to happen to our kids?
League’s Suspect Bowling Action Committee.
Caribbean Premier League’s Director of International Cricket,
Are they going to be in the same position? The thing that
However, it was not exactly the way Narine would have
Tom Moody, said he was not overly concerned.
really upsets me is that I love the game of cricket, and I’m not
preferred it after coming away from a spell that saw Chris
“Clearly he’s tip-toeing his way back into the tournament.
sure I want my son to go anywhere near a cricket ground. That Gayle on the attack during the Kings XI Punjab’s victory over
What I'm noticing, he’s just not putting the same amount
is really, really upsetting for me, because as [son] Dizzy knows, the Kolkata Knight Riders in
of action on the ball, and that
I love the game, but I haven’t even got him a bat or a ball yet.
Sharjah on October 27.
from a batting perspective... is
And that really, really upsets me. I think it’s time we need to
That game left Gayle with
a little easier to manoeuvre the
stop talking about and trying to show people there’s an issue;
Man-of-the-Match, scoring 51
ball around the field. He’s still a
it’s time to move it forward. Do something about it and get
off 29 balls in a second-wicket
threat, but he’s not the threat we
some solutions.”
stand of 100 from just 60 balls
know he can be,” Moody said last
Rafiq also commented on how speaking out had rippled
with Mandeep Singh. Gayle took
week in an ESPNcricinfo podcast.
into his career and impacted on his future in the game. There
17 runs off Narine’s bowling that
Moody added, “But I feel that
is a high price to be paid for challenging the establishment, he
included two of his five sixes over
that will come with confidence. I
said, while noting it discouraged other players from speaking
wide long off in the 11th and
think also he is quite happy just
out against systemic racism without the cloak of anonymity.
13th over. At the end of the game,
making this slow sort of recovery
“It’s two cultures, and you’re trying to fit in them both, and
Narine was wicketless, while
back into full cricket without
you end up fitting in nowhere. But you shouldn’t have to; there conceding 27 from four overs.
putting himself under any sort of
should be respect for everyone,” he said.
Gayle said it was great to go
unnecessary [risk].”
Speaking about the investigation currently underway at
one-up against Narine, who is
Former West Indies pacer
Yorkshire, Rafiq said it was helping him heal knowing the
considered to be one of the best
Ian Bishop also commented
probe “was allowed to happen”. However, he added, “I think,
T20 bowlers in the world.
during the podcast, saying: “I
more importantly, it is… about how we can stop it happening
“Sunil has got me out so many
can’t understand mentally what
moving forward... In my experience it is worse now because
times. He is the best spinner in
the challenges have been for
it’s done in such a way that it’s really difficult to open up and
the world. So, when you get a
him. It could not have been
speak about it. What has happened [with the investigation]
wicket like this, when it is not
easy, but it does tell you that the
will help to get a few answers on that for my healing, but I’m
turning much, you got to cash in,”
pace at which he used to bowl
not so much really bothered about myself anymore because I
he said.
isn’t coming as easily, and to
think my time is gone.”
Narine returned with the ball
get some of the variation that
Sunil Narine
Rafiq said his decision to open up and let the world know
after being cleared by the IPL’s
he’s accustomed to, isn’t coming
about the racism he encountered in Yorkshire has now made
Suspect Bowling Action Committee comprising Rahul Dravid,
naturally, so it’s a tough time for Sunil Narine bowling-wise.”
it difficult for him to “play any part within the game”. He said
ICC match referee Javagal Srinath, former ICC umpire K.
Bishop also addressed the action Narine is now bowling
now that he had confronted the reality of what he was facing,
Hariharan, and BCCI treasurer Arun Dhumal. He was warned
with, noting, “That action is not unique; it’s not the first time
and decided to call out the racism for what it was, made it
after he played a match-winning role in his team’s two-run
he’s used that action with the ball hanging down behind his
possible for him to move forward.
victory against Kings XI Punjab on October 10. Narine has
right thigh. It’s sort of like a javelin technique, but to be doing
He noted it was important to do so, since he has received a
received other warnings since entering international cricket in
it so consistently now says there’s still some remedial work
lot of messages from “kids as young as 14-15; and that worries
2011.
that’s going on with his action, something that he has to come
me”.
Before being punished by Gayle, Narine played in two
to terms with.”

‘I was an outsider’

E

Narine returns to Gayle-force batting

I
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Deandra Dottin

Harmanpreet Kaur

Shakera Selman

Jemimah Rodrigues

Women take charge in UAE

Sir Geoffrey Boycott

The old bat – Boycott Windies’ Dottin, Selman lead in IPL now underway
auctions memorabilia

M

ore than 130 items of memorabilia from the career
of Sir Geoffrey Boycott are now being sold in an
online auction by Christie’s, including the bat used
to score his 100th first-class century in 1977, and a scorebook
from his debut for Ackworth in West Yorkshire when he was 13
years old.
According to Christie’s, Sir Geoffrey’s famous bat could fetch
between £30,000-£50,000. The items map out his career with
Yorkshire and as an England batsman. Also in the auction are
bats signed by Ian Botham and David Gower.
Sir Geoffrey’s personal collection is estimated to score
between £155,000-£243,000, Christie’s said.
Christie’s describes the sale as “one of the last great
collections of cricketing memorabilia left in private hands”, and
is due to run until November 16.
Sir Geoffrey reached his 100th first-class century on the
opening day of the fourth Test against Australia in August 1977
in front of his home crowd in Leeds. After a self-imposed three
year-absence from Test cricket, the dramatic return saw him hit
a total of 191 during the innings, which helped England retain
the Ashes.
Sir Geoffrey scored 8,114 runs in 108 Tests in a career that
spanned from 1962-1986.
Also among the items in the sale is a stump from the third
Ashes Test in 1981, which was also played at Headingley, where
England earned a dramatic victory over Australia after matchwinning performances from Botham and Bob Willis.
Caps worn by West Indian greats Vivian Richards and Clive
Lloyd are also featured on the list.

Kapil Dev

Dev gets angioplasty surgery
– does not need a pacemaker

L

egendary Indian pace maker and batsman Kapil Dev
underwent heart surgery at a hospital in India’s capital
Delhi after complaining of chest pains late last month.
He was discharged on October 25 following emergency
coronary angioplasty.
Dev played 131 Tests and 225 ODIs from 1978 to 1994, and
is widely regarded as one of the finest all-rounders to have
played the game. With 5,248 runs at 31.05 and 434 wickets
at 29.64, he remains the only cricketer to have achieved the
double of 5,000 Test runs and 400 wickets. He is also one of
only two, alongside Ian Botham, who have completed the
5,000-300 double.
Dev scored 5,248 Test runs, including eight centuries and
27 fifties, at an average of 31.05. He also scored 3,783 ODI
runs, including a top score of 175 not out, which he hit against
Zimbabwe during the 1983 World Cup.
He broke Richard Hadlee’s record for most Test wickets
(431) in 1994, and his total of 434 standing until 2000, when
West Indies’ Courtney Walsh passed it.
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W

est Indies’ women Deandra Dottin and Shakera
Selman are among the top participants in the
Women’s Indian Premier League Challenge now
underway in the United Arab Emirates. The series started
today, and ends on November 9.
Dottin’s star continues to ascend as one of the most
exciting all-rounders in the women’s game since her return
to international cricket in September following injury. She
performed impressively with the bat against England, scoring
two half-centuries in the five match series.
This time in the UAE she is part of Team Trailblazers, and is
playing alongside other world cricketing greats, among them
Indian stalwarts Jhulan Goswami and Smriti Madhana, and
Sophie Ecclestone from England.
Dottin was eager to play on UAE grounds again.
“It's an exciting time for me to be selected for the Women’s
IPL Challenge. Having played at the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup earlier this year, and more recently the series against
England Women, I am now back into the groove of T20
cricket,” she said.
Additionally, “I am looking forward to teaming up with
some of the superstars in women’s cricket. I have good
memories of playing in Dubai, and I’m hoping that my recent
return to form will continue throughout this tournament.”

Selman has continued with her successful bowling spells,
and is one of the top performing West Indian fast bowlers of all
time. It is her second stint in the Women’s IPL Challenge, this
time playing for defending champions Supernovas.
Harmanpreet Kaur is leading Supernovas onto the field, and
under her guiding hands are
Indian batter Jemimah Rodrigues and Chamari Atapattu
of Sri Lanka. The other team now on the field at the UAE
tournament is Team Velocity, which is led by Mithali Raj.
Said Selman: “I'm looking forward to my second stint in the
Women’s IPL Challenge. Last year we just missed out on being
in the final, but this time I’m with the defending champions,
the Supernovas, and I hope I can contribute to their defence
of the trophy. To line up with the likes of Kaur, Rodrigues, and
Chamari Atapattu, I know we’re going to bring the heat to this
tournament. I’m looking forward to competing against [Dottin],
and I know she’s not going to hold back her destructive batting
and bowling.”
Meanwhile, in Australia, another top West Indies player,
women’s captain and star all-rounder, Stafanie Taylor, is
featuring in franchise cricket for the Adelaide Strikers in the
Women’s Big Bash League that started last week. Another
outstanding West Indies woman, Hayley Matthews, is a main
player in the tournament with the Hobart Hurricanes.

Windies okay for T20Is, but uphill for Tests

W

est Indies hold the edge over New Zealand in the
T20Is, but will be facing an uphill battle in the Test
series, Cricket West Indies CEO Johnny Grave said
during an interview on Mason and Guest last week.
Grave said the T20I series was
“very much now the real 12-month
road map between now and that T20
World Cup that is taking place next
year in India”. He also noted with
West Indies being the defending
champions, that the title will be wellrepresented.
“I think in the T20s we could
expect to compete very well, and
would be looking to win the series,”
Grave stated.
He added, “I think we will go
there as defending world champions
with a number of players who has
been playing cricket in the [United
Arab Emirates] and [Indian Premier
League] so they should be in good
form with all the players having
participated in the [Caribbean
Premier League].”
However, Grave was not too
confident about the upcoming two
Johnny
Tests.
“I think in terms of the Test, obviously now the Test series is
really important with every Test match matters towards the Test
championships…We know it’s going to be very tough. I was
there in 2017 when it was a one-sided affair in New Zealand,
where they got the better of us in all the games,” he said.
“We know New Zealand in their home conditions are an
extremely strong side. They very rarely lose a Series; they very
rarely lose matches, and they will be raring to go, having not
played Test match cricket since their summer was curtailed
back in March.”
However, it would be top cricket matches, Grave predicted,
given the extensive preparation ahead of the Tests done by both
teams.
“I think it will be a great series. We have obviously got a
really good preparation period of about three weeks before

the first warm-up game, a three-day game against New
Zealand ‘A’ that has now been rearranged, and is going to be
in Queenstown. We’ve got a four-day game following that in
Queenstown before the first Test in Hamilton,” he said.
Grave also indicated that with
West Indies having restarted Test
cricket against England this summer,
the team should be looking to enter
the series against New Zealand high
on confidence, and aiming to better
those results.
Said Grave: “We know it’s going
to be difficult, but the team should
go there with confidence, looking to
put in a strong performance against a
very strong New Zealand side.”
Additionally, “Like everything, it
is the first session of the first Test that
sets the tone. We know we are going
to be up against it; but, hopefully, the
players learned a lot in the England
tour, and obviously want to go better
than they did there, which was win
the first Test match, but lose the
series.”
Meanwhile, West Indies assistant
coach,
Roddy Estwick, urged the
Grave
team to step up to the next level,
saying it was time to start producing Series’ wins in order to
become a force to be reckoned with.
Said Estwick: “I think we’ve got to win Series now. We win
the odd Test match – you can [look at] all the teams we’ve
played in the last two years – we’ve won one Test match, but we
haven’t won the Series. I think it’s big for us now that we start
winning Series. If we want to move up, we’ve got to win Series.
It’s important that we put two or three performances together,
not one good performance and we tend to fade away.”
He added, “We’ve got to win Series, and there’s no doubt
about that, and we’ve got to start here in New Zealand by trying
to win this Series by playing good, positive, hard disciplined
cricket.”
West Indies are now in 14-day quarantine in New Zealand
preparing for two Tests and three T20Is starting November 27.
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative
647-297-8222

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

The Dylan Condominiums

North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Introducing The Dylan, a
brand-new mid-rise condominium coming to St Lawrence
Ave W & Dufferin St in North
York! This exciting new address will provide its future
residents with highly sought
after conveniences being just a
3 minute walk from Glencairn
Station and moments from the
upcoming Eglinton Crosstown
LRT, University of Toronto,
York University, Yorkdale Mall,
Downtown Toronto, TTC Transit,
Major Highways, Downsview
Park and so much more!

Zafar Twaheer
Sales Representative

FOR
SALE
$649,000

Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Queens Quay, Toronto
Water-club 1B/1 Bath Condo
with Lakeview.
Queens Quay, Toronto
Great Layout. Walking Distance
to Financial District, Union
Station, Scotiabank Arena and
Harbourfront. Steps to Shopping, Restaurants, Parks, Bike
Trail, Ferry Etc. TTC At Door!!

$689,000

!
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Perch Condo

If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

Scarborough, ON

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON
se
ea95
L
r ,7
Fo $1

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

North York, ON

437-235-7599

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums

Shawn Ambedkar
Sales Representative

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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