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Premier Doug Ford met the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario, yesterday afternoon. The Lieutenant Governor accepted
the Premier’s advice to sign a proclamation dissolving the 42nd Parliament of
the Province of Ontario, and named June 2, 2022 as the date for Ontario's next
general election. See story on Page 4.

Inside
CUPE elects Hahn,
McClean
Page 3
Bhumi Global
Hindu survey
Page 5
Guyana govt,
Opposition
collaboration
Page 10
Indentureship’s
footprints pave
a path
Page 13
Truth & justice:
Papal decrees
15
Book Review:
Nandi Village II
17

Jamieson

Queen St.

Celebrations during the Holy Month of Ramadan at the Imdadul Islamic Centre
saw 12 guests from the Holy Blossom Temple joining Imdadul members for Iftar
on April 24. In photo at right is Rabbi Tepper; behind him is Barbara Tepper,
Imdadul President Haroon Sherrif, & Kalman Green. Across the table on the far
left is Osman Khan, Sheila Smolkin, Jill Witkin, Marcie Somers, & Farouk Ghani.
The friendship between Imdadul & Holy Blossom will see 30 Grade 7 students
attending the Centre on May 9, where they will learn more about Islam & the
Abrahamic faith, & similarities between Islam & Judaism; instructor for the event
will be Farouk Ghani. See story on Page 11.

By Romeo Kaseram
ment to conflate the holiday with other arrivals, making it
New York – The Indian Diaspora Council International into a generic, all-encompassing one.
has fully endorsed a call made by Ravi Dev in Guyana for
Said Dev in conclusion: “I recommend that [the Guyana
May 5 to be declared Indian Arrival Day, and a national government] officially recognise May 5 as ‘Indian Arrival
holiday in Guyana.
Day’ for all the rationales offered by the Select Parliamentary
Dev is an author, politician, and a newspaper columnist Committee of 2004.”
in Guyana.
Dev’s call has since received support
In his April 24 column, The Roar of
abroad and in Guyana, with the New
Ravi Devi, which appeared in the online
York-based IDCI calling for the May 5
publication, Guyana Times, he argued,
Indian Arrival Day recognition, and for
among other things, that Guyana’s comits celebration as a national holiday.
memoration of ‘Arrival Day’ on May 5
In offering its support to Dev’s call, the
“subsumed” other ethnic groups, such
IDCI stated that the May 5 Arrival Day
as the Portuguese and Chinese, “under
commemoration “[is] a long overdue reca date that really has no significance for
ognition of the tremendous contributions
them”. [See Page 12.]
of people of Indian origin to the unique
May 5, 1838 is a specific, significant,
history, vibrant culture, and economic
and pivotal date for Indo-Guyanese in
progress in Guyana”.
Guyana, and throughout the diaspora. It
The IDCI is based out of New York,
was on this day when 396 East Indians
and is headed by Ashook Ramsaran as its
first landed in what was then British
President. Ramsaran is Guyanese-born,
Guiana, arriving on the sailing ships the
and now lives in New York. He is a busiWhitby and the Hesperus.
nessman, a community stalwart, and a
Ashook Ramsaran
By 1917, when Indentureship ended,
global leader in the diaspora movement.
the number of newcomers to Guyana had grown to 238,909
He is a recipient of India’s prestigious 2011 Pravasi
arrivals.
Samman Award, conferred by the President of India on
In his argument, Dev also cited Guyana’s generic Arrival January 9, 2011, and is internationally recognised for his
Day commemoration today as being “contra” to the recom- initiative and collaboration in establishment of the Kolkata
mendation of the Select Parliamentary Committee, which Memorial, which was unveiled on January 11, 2011 in
conducted hearings from December 2003 to April 2004 to Kolkata, India.
review The Public Holidays Act.
Ramsaran is now the Vice President of Queens Civic
Despite the recommendations from the 2004 review, Dev Congress in New York. Last year he was honoured by the
See Page 12: ‘We are salt & sugar’
stated that the decision was made by the Guyana govern-
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Value With Elegance

Fresh as Spring!

Come see this masterpiece with double car garage
that includes internal access to a w/o bsmt!
Features include 3 bedrooms & main floor den on
upper level as well as a bedroom. Nicely updated
with a modern front door, laminate floors, potlights,
Lorex security cameras, & beautiful new deck.

1-year old home w/ tall ceilings & lge sun-catching
wins., modern as daybreak w/ symphony in each
room. Premium corner unit w/ private patio. Layout
open concept kitchen., great room w/ electr. firepl.,
& main flr den. Modernity shows: laundry on 2nd
flr. All new & worry free w/ new home warranty!

$839,900

$979,700

Your Finest Opportunity!

A Symphony In Every Room

Don’t miss opportunity to own a spacious freehold
townhome at Keele south of Finch! Prime location
near to a new transit line. Take in the beautiful
layout featuring internal access from the garage, a
spacious patio, & a fenced backyard. A great price
point with no maintenance fees! Call today.

Gorgeous & elegant corner home offers impressive
ground floor w/ sliding doors to large deck &
private backyard. Spacious home boasts internal
access from garage, main level with large & mod.
kitch. w/ quartz counters & breakfast bar. Beautiful
open conc. design encourages maximum sunshine!

$899,900

View this beautifully designed open concept 1+1
condo for lease. Take in a breath of fresh air,
enjoy high ceilings, glamorous quartz counters,
easy-to-clean laminate flooring, & large windows
drenched in sunlight. Step out onto balcony & take
in amazing view of the city. Prime Vaughan location
close to public transit, subway line, & highways.
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Absolutely gorgeous & well-maintained det. home
w/ too many features to list. Sun-drenched windows
thruout, rare sep. lvng, dng & fam. rms, gleaming
parquet flrs & large eat-in kitch. Sep. access to
bsmt w/ own kitch. & 2 more bdrms! No sidewalk,
extra long driveway. Don’t let this one get away!

O

A Dream House Made Possible!

Enjoy the sheer amount of space with this lovely
semi-detached. Features open concept living
& dining room, gourmet kitchen w/ modern
appliances & beautiful family room right above
garage. Clean & well kept - its original owner took
great care. A rare opportunity awaits you.

$450,000
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$1,279,700

See It To Believe It!
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Invest, Don’t Spend!
A beautiful & spacious suite prime for investors
or first-time buyers. Features a rare layout with
separate living & dining rooms. The large open
balcony welcomes a gorgeous view of Lake
Ontario. Located in Scarborough, this spacious unit
is updated with ceramic & laminate floors.
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Ottawa moves to tackle housing affordability

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Toronto – Canada is on the path to doubling home con- $1,500 in direct support to home buyers.
struction over the next decade, one of four ways the governAlso, the First-Time Home Buyer Incentive will be extended
ment is tackling housing affordability, Minister of Housing and to March 31, 2025, to allow first-time home buyers to lower
Diversity and Inclusion Ahmed Hussen said late last month.
their borrowing costs; and the government will be investing
Hussen was speaking to the proposals for housing affordabil- $200 million to help develop and scale up rent-to-own projects
ity that were outlined by the federal govacross Canada.
ernment in its Budget 2022, and which
“Budget 2022 is about providing
was revealed last month in Ottawa.
young Canadians with the support they
“In Canada, we don’t just imagine
need to save for their first home. It is
what our future can be – we roll up our
about putting Canadians first by putting
sleeves and make it a reality,” Hussen
an end to unfair practices that lead to
said.
rising home prices. It is about helping
As he noted, measures that are being
families access an affordable place to
proposed in Budget 2022 include putcall home. This is the National Housing
ting Canada on the path to doubling
Strategy at work,” Hussen said.
housing construction over the next
Another notable move by the governdecade.
ment in Budget 2022 is its allocation
To this end, Hussen said the fedof about $2.9 billion in funding for the
eral government plans to invest $4 bilNational Housing Co-Investment Fund,
lion for the launch of a new Housing
Hussen stated.
Accelerator Fund that will help create
This fund will be put to creating some
100,000 new housing units over the next
4,300 new units across Canada, and to
five years.
repair an additional 17,800 units.
Also, the government plans to curb
Another proposal is for $500 million
unfair practices that drive up the price
in funding through the NHCF aimed at
of housing through imposition of a twolaunching a new co-operative housing
year ban on foreign capital coming into
development program to expand co-op
Canada to buy residential real estate.
housing, he said.
Ottawa will also take steps to make
Following the government’s presentaproperty flippers pay their fair share,
tion of Budget 2022 last month, Prime
Ahmed Hussen
Hussen said.
Minister Justin Trudeau said, “Making
Help is also on the way for Canadians buying their first life more affordable for Canadians starts with addressing houshome, he declared.
ing affordability.”
As noted in the proposals for Budget 2022, the plan is to
Trudeau added, “All Canadians deserve a safe place to live,
introduce the Tax-Free First Home Savings Account that allows raise their families, and build their future. Budget 2022 will put
first-time home buyers to save up to $40,000; and to double the home ownership in reach for more Canadians, protect renters
First-Time Home Buyers’ Tax Credit to $10,000, providing up to and buyers, and expand Indigenous housing across the country.”
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CUPE Ontario’s Secretary-Treasurer Yolanda McClean & President Fred Hahn

CUPE elects Hahn, McClean in historical move
Toronto – The second virtual convention, and the 58th in
CUPE Ontario’s history, saw delegates last week re-electing Fred
Hahn as President, and electing Yolanda McClean as SecretaryTreasurer.
The election of McClean as Secretary-Treasurer makes her
the first Black and racialised officer of CUPE Ontario, the province’s largest union.
“I’m so thankful and humbled that the hard-working frontline workers and members of CUPE Ontario have entrusted
me yet again with this position,” said Hahn. He has represented
280,000 public workers as CUPE Ontario’s president since 2010.
Said Hahn: “We might still be in the thick of an unprecedented crisis, but it’s also an historic opportunity to collectively
make Ontario the best possible province it could be. And when I
think about how, in the midst of so much uncertainty, we could
still always count on the skill, the caring, and the commitment
of CUPE Ontario members, I feel incredibly hopeful.”
Prior to his election as president, Hahn served in multiple
roles within the union. He started out as a member of CUPE
Local 2191, when he worked as a residential councillor for children at Community Living Toronto.
When first elected president of CUPE Ontario, Hahn made
history as the first openly gay provincial leader of any union.
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He also serves as an Executive Vice-President of the Ontario
Federation of Labour, and a General Vice President for CUPE
National.
Following her election, McClean said she was “honoured to
have the support and trust of local delegates”. She added that
she was “incredibly humbled to be making history”.
McClean was first elected as interim Secretary-Treasurer by
the CUPE Ontario Executive in December.
“This is a critical step in the direction of making our union’s
leadership reflect the diversity of our membership. I know we’re
stronger and more democratic than ever before, and I’m excited
to continue fighting to defend our members, and the services
we provide,” she said.
She first became active in the union in 1989 when she began
working as a library technician at the Toronto District School
Board, becoming a member of what is now CUPE Local 4400.
As the Equity Vice-President of CUPE Local 4400 for the last
decade, McClean has served in several positions at both CUPE
Ontario and CUPE National.
She is also an Executive Vice-President at the Ontario
Federation of Labour, a Regional Vice President for CUPE
National, and President of the Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists Canada.
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Election about hope: Horwath

Premier Doug Ford on his way to meet Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell

Ontario 2022 election campaign begins
Toronto – Premier Doug Ford met with
Ontario’s Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth
Dowdeswell yesterday and requested the
Ontario Legislature be dissolved.
Dowdeswell accepted his recommendation,
and called for writs for the election to be issued
today. She also named June 2 as election day.
Earlier today, Elections Ontario formally
posted a notice of an election on its website.
It is also encouraging residents to vote early,
with its objective to have smaller polling station crowds due to the lingering Covid-19
pandemic.
As CTV News reported, Elections Ontario
indicated it was ready to hold a vote despite the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
“What we really want to assure Ontarians
is they can come and exercise their right to
vote in a very safe, efficient fashion, and one
that they can have confidence in, that meets
all of our electoral standards,” Ontario’s Chief
Electoral Officer Greg Essensa said.

Essensa said there will be health measures in
place at voting stations.
“We will have physical distancing, and all
the polls will have the signage on the floors. We
will have the partitions between the voter and
the electoral worker. We have secured enough
masks that if anyone wants a mask, whether it
is a voter or an election worker, they can have
it. We have hand sanitisers, we have wipes to
wipe down all the high touch point areas,”
Essensa said.
He also revealed there will be ten days of
advance voting, with the previous five days
now doubled.
For voters not comfortable with voting in
person, the option for mail-in ballots is also
available. Voters have until May 27 to request
a mail-in ballot.
Mail-in voting kits include a postage-paid
return envelope which must arrive at Elections
Canada by 6 p.m. on Election Day. Kits can be
requested online starting today.
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It will also focus on homes that people
Toronto – With the Ontario election starting today, NDP Leader Andrea Horwath said can afford, with measures like reinstating rent
this campaign, and the next four years, is about control, cracking down on speculators, buildfixing health care, home care, and bringing ing more starter homes, and helping first-time
buyers with their down payment.
down the cost of homes for people.
Also, tackling affordability, with measures
“This election is about hope. Together we
like regulating the
can fix what matters
price of gas, and endmost to people: health
ing insurance gouging.
care, the cost of hous“We’re going to talk
ing, and making life
about a lot of things
more affordable. Your
that past governments
priorities are my prihave broken on this
orities,” said Horwath.
campaign – including
She added, “The
education, the envinext four weeks and
ronment, and inequithe next four years are
ties that exist in our
about everyday people
province. But you can
being able to afford
bet that, every day,
everyday life. And
we’re going to be talkconcrete plans, like
ing about solutions
moving mental health,
for people, and what
dental care and pharworking families need
macare under OHIP.
to build their best life
Because you should
here,” said Horwath.
be getting health care
Earlier this week,
with your health card,
Andrea Horwath
the NDP said it will
not your credit card.”
Horwath and the NDP have released a plat- fix the health system to quickly recognise the
form that starts to fix the health care system – credentials of 15,000 internationally educated
including home care and long-term care – and nurses, and guarantee 2,000 nursing job offers
makes life and housing more affordable for right away to tackle the long, painful waits for
health care.
working people.
“People are waiting in pain for hours in the
It includes universal mental health care,
covering therapy, counselling and other mental ER. They’re waiting months for a surgery they
health services; hiring thousands of health care desperately need, while their worry grows and
workers so people can get health care, includ- quality of life slips away,” said Horwath.
She added, “And internationally educating surgeries, sooner.
Also, in the NDP’s platform is completely ed nurses are on the sidelines, watching as
rebuilding home care so seniors can live at patients wait in pain and frontline health care
home longer; and fixing the long-term care heroes burn out. We can make sure you get the
system so it protects people’s quality of life, health care you need by getting internationally
trained health care heroes on the job quicker.”
rather than taking it away.
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Bhumi global survey unearths
concern over biodiversity loss

A

recent survey conducted by Bhumi
Global of Hindus around the world
has found that global environmental
issues are an urgent concern.
The poll was conducted last year, and analysed over the past few months. It is the first
such global survey conducted among Hindus.
Participants of the survey came from a
global Hindu population that included
India, the US, Canada, South Africa,
the UK, and Mauritius.
Its survey analysis revealed
some of the most common
Hindu sentiments, among
these being concerns about
water pollution, biodiversity loss, deforestation,
climate change, and air
pollution.
Among the most important findings of the survey
was 98 percent of respondents
noting they were concerned, or very concerned, about environmental issues; also, all
of the respondents said environmental issues
need to be addressed urgently.
It was also found that 95 percent of respondents said they would change lifestyles to better
help the environment; and about 75 percent
of respondents said they would better educate
themselves on how to further help the environment.

Similarly, around 75 percent of respondents
said they would more actively recycle and
avoid single-use plastics; respondents were
also more likely to get their information about
the environment from social media than religious leaders.
Gopal Patel, Bhumi’s Co-founder and
Director, said the survey results underscore the global Hindu community’s concern about the environment; however, he also
noted that more needs to
be done by Hindu organisations to tie these concerns to daily practices.
Said Patel: “Supporting
groups such as Bhumi
Global, the world’s largest Hindu environmental
advocacy group, is a multi-generational investment that can help
bring Hindus of different ages, sects,
and ideologies together. The survey results
show that Hindus worldwide are looking for
this leadership.”
Bhumi Global is an international Hindu climate advocacy group. Its mission is to engage,
educate, and empower people and communities to address the triple crisis of climate
change, biodiversity loss, and pollution, with
its work based on Hindu principles of environmental care.

Member of Parliament for Brampton North, Ruby Sahota
(third from left) with youth workers

Sahota: 380+ jobs for Brampton N youth

Brampton – Recognising the energy and
talent of young people as a powerful engine
for Canada’s economic recovery, the Federal
Liberal government is now working with
employers across the country to help them
find meaningful, high-quality jobs.
In step with this employment initiative by
Ottawa, Ruby Sahota, Member of Parliament
for Brampton North, last week indicated she
too is aware, and concerned.
As Sahota noted, young people across
Canada, particularly those facing barriers to
employment, are acutely affected by the loss of
jobs caused by the pandemic.
“I am proud to announce that this year,
through the Canada Summer Jobs program,
more than 380 employment opportunities are
available to youth in Brampton North,” she
said.
Sahota added, “These jobs, as well as the
more than 140,000 employment opportuni-

ties, created through the CSJ program across
Canada, can be found here, and via the Job
Bank mobile app for young people between the
ages of 15 and 30.”
This year, CSJ is prioritising projects that
support youth who have not completed high
school, or who are not currently enrolled in an
education or training program.
It is also prioritising projects for Black,
Indigenous and racialised young people, youth
with disabilities, and youth from the LGBTQ2+
community.
By providing all youth equitable opportunities to develop their skills, CSJ can help them to
succeed in the job market.
This investment builds on the government’s
ongoing actions taken to support all Canadians,
as highlighted in Budget 2022, which is about
growing Canada’s economy, creating good jobs,
and building a Canada where nobody gets left
behind.

Steven Del Duca

Liberals release environmental plan
Vaughan – Ontario Liberals officially voted
to nominate Stephen Del Duca to be the candidate for the riding of Vaughan-Woodbridge as
the Ontario election campaign took off.
Following his nomination, Del Duca
addressed community members and supporters at the Veneto Centre, where he spoke about
the clear choice Ontarians will have in this
election.
“This election is a choice between the Ford
Conservative’s bad decisions that favour the
biggest and the richest, and our Liberal plan
to make Ontario a place to grow–for workers,
families, and small businesses,” said Del Duca.
He highlighted the Ontario Liberal plan
to do more and help more after four years of
Conservative cuts and underspending that saw
life become more expensive for families and
small businesses.
Said Del Duca: “The Ford Conservatives
have prioritised handouts for big business and
their deep-pocketed friends. Ontario Liberals
will make Ontario a place to grow by investing in the care of our seniors, our schools, our
public transit systems and provide relief for
struggling families. My message to the voters of
Vaughan and Woodbridge today is: the choice
is yours.”
Yesterday also saw the Ontario Liberals
releasing its Ontario Liberal Environment Plan,
which will protect and expand the Greenbelt,
slash transit fares to $1, cut carbon pollution in

half by 2030, and help high-emitting industries
in reducing the environmental impact of their
operations.
“Through the environment plan… Ontario
Liberals are offering a choice: Doug Ford, who
wants to waste billions on a highway that won’t
improve traffic – or an Ontario Liberal government that will provide smart and affordable
ways for families to make sustainable choices,”
said Del Duca.
According to the Ontario Liberals, the
Progressive Conservatives ripped up Ontario’s
climate action plan, choosing to fight progress
rather than fighting climate change.
It also claimed that since 2018, the Ontario
government wasted $30 million in court battles
against Federal carbon pricing, fined small
businesses for refusing to put up gas pump
stickers, and shredded clean energy contracts.
“Under Doug Ford Conservatives, traffic
has gotten worse, commutes have become
more expensive, and carbon emissions are set
to skyrocket,” Del Duca said.
He added, “Now, they want to sink $10 billion into the wasteful Highway 413, which will
destroy a huge chunk of the Greenbelt while
shaving mere seconds off commutes.”
Among the environmentally-friendly choices Ontario Liberals are offering voters are
reducing transit fares to $1 until 2024 to take
400,000 daily car trips off the road; and to cut
carbon pollution in half by 2030.
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Editorial

Covid-19 vigilance

I

t was good news on Monday this week when US Vice
President Kamala Harris was found to be negative for
Covid-19. Six days earlier, she had tested positive for
the coronavirus.
Harris was prescribed the antiviral treatment Paxlovid.
Less than a week later a rapid antigen test returned a negative result; she was then cleared to return to work, and was
back at the Oval Office yesterday.
Harris’ recovery following an intervention of Paxlovid is
reassuring. Now among the anti-viral treatments that was
last month made available here in Ontario, it is on the list
of interventions, and Covid-19 assessment tests, that the
Ontario government has deployed for high-risk persons
infected with the coronavirus.
When Ontario did so on April 12, it was following the
advice of Health Canada, the Office of the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, and the Science Advisory Table in making anti-viral medications such as Paxlovid available, while
at the same time expanding PCR and rapid antigen tests to
high-risk, vulnerable, and immuno-compromised groups.
Paxlovid, along with Remdesivir, and other treatments,
are now available for free by prescription to eligible persons with a higher risk to Covid-19 infections that could
severely escalate and trigger hospital stays.
As the provincial government’s website notes, for the
infected to be considered eligible for these anti-viral treatments means having a positive Covid-19 result that has
been done using either a PCR or rapid antigen test.
Also required prior to dispensing these medications is
an assessment by a health care provider, who must determine the right course of treatment, and whether the patient
is at a higher risk of developing severe symptoms that
would lead to hospitalisation.
As the province has noted, among those at a higher risk
and requiring anti-viral treatments and other interventions
are the immuno-compromised, persons who are over 70
years old, and those with conditions such as obesity, diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, and other co-morbidities.
Also, for communities such as ours, Ontario has indicated it is working with health care providers to prioritise
higher-risk individuals for treatment who are Black and
members of other racialised communities, or belong to
Indigenous communities, and may be at heightened risk
due to increased barriers to health care, and other contributory social and health-related factors.
It is important for a community as ours to keep in mind
the availability of expanded PCR and rapid antigen testing,
and anti-viral treatments now that we may be entering the
endemic phase of the Covid-19 visitation.
Also, with the province’s lifting of most of the Covid-19
regulations, it is wise to remain informed about the progress of the coronavirus in the areas where we live.
A look at Ontario’s Covid-19 hospitalisation and intensive care unit admission numbers on Monday revealed
an upward tick. However, the good news was there were
no families in mourning, since there were no new deaths
reported that were linked to Covid-19.
No deaths reported as a consequence of Covid-19 was a
first in close to a month for Ontario.
Meanwhile, Ontario’s Ministry of Health reported the
numbers revealed 1,423 patients had tested positive for
Covid-19 in hospitals over the weekend and earlier this
week. Also, there was a total of 211 people infected with the
coronavirus in ICUs, an increase of 24 from Sunday. It was
also reported a total of 90 patients in ICUs were breathing
with the help of ventilators.
It is wise for us to also heed the words of Alberta’s Chief
Medical Officer of Health, Deanna Hinshaw, when she
advised Albertans to remain vigilant, wear medical grade
masks, and walk with hand sanitiser when out in public.
Said Hinshaw: “Ultimately, it is all about multiple layers of protection... there’s no single intervention that will
guarantee safety.” Also, there will always be some risk; it is
a matter of assessing it, and taking appropriate precautions.
As well, it is important to know what resources are available; and importantly, to remain Covid-19 vigilant.
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A nuclear incubus

read with dismay the casual references in mainstream
media to the use of nuclear weapons to promote foreign
policy, as if these, or any weapon, nuclear or non-nuclear,
can be lightly dismissed.
The only two nuclear bombs used so far were in WWII, at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, killing or maiming some 200,000 people instantly – not the dozen
or so from a TNT bomb, so heavily publicised in
the current conflict – and hundreds of thousands
more from fall-out; the numbers would have been
higher had the cities been larger, and clouds not
obscured Nagasaki.
In just two mornings the Japanese lost over ten percent of their
total loss for the entire six years of war: 2,700,000. Compare that
with Soviet Union, 26,600,000; China, 15,000,000; Germany,
7,728,000; Poland, 5,700,000; India, 2,087,000; Yugoslavia,
1,027,000; France 567,600; UK 449,800; and US 418,500 (most
of the latter two being soldiers).
World total deaths exceeded 65,000,000, >2.5 percent of
global population then; military deaths were 23,620,100.
The deadliest weapons were two nuclear bombs, mere babies
compared to modern giants.
Here are some basics: three kinds of nuclear weapons exist:
fission (Atomic); fusion (Hydrogen, or thermonuclear); and
matter-antimatter.
The Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs, nicknamed Little Boy
and Fat Man respectively, were fission devices, yielding 15 and
20 KT explosive, compared with a conventional bomb (TNT) of
500-1000 tons (0.5-5 KT).
High heat generated within the casings split atoms of
Uranium-235 or Plutonium-239 starting a chain reaction. A
nuclear weapon’s explosive power is expressed as tons of TNT.
Fission (A) bombs range from 1-100s kilotons.
To understand the enormity of this, the energy from a pound
of TNT could heat 16 litres of water from 0°C to 100°C, while
fission of one pound of Uranium-235 would do the same to
some 91,000,000 litres of water, enough to fill 36 Olympic-sized
swimming pools.
Little Boy had 56-64 pounds of Uranium. It levelled a twomile radius of the city. The Fat Man dropped on Nagasaki had
13.6 pounds of Plutonium.
The H (fusion or thermonuclear) bombs can be a thousand
times more powerful than A bombs, with yield expressed in millions of tons of TNT, or megatons (MT); yet they can be made
small enough to fit in a ballistic missile warhead or a portable
artillery shell.
Intense heat causes atoms of Hydrogen — deuterium and

tritium — to fuse (this is what the Sun does), yielding enormous
amounts of energy, so far not controllable for useful purposes,
like power generation, as is fission, but can make more destructive bombs than atomic ones, but also more problematic to
create.
Their radioactive fallout releases elements like
cesium-137 and strontium-90, which can poison
Mohan
air, water, and soil for centuries, and end life.
In 1952, the US was the first to successfully test
Ragbeer
a ten MT fusion bomb.
A subset of small thermonuclear neutron
bombs produce little blast and heat, but release large amounts
of killing radiation, with little structural damage.
Dirty bombs also spread radiation, but are not really nuclear,
only treated to generate radioactivity.
The third type of nuclear reaction: matter-antimatter annihilation occurs when a proton, neutron, or electron collides with
its anti-particle, resulting in an explosion that consumes most of
their matter, unlike the sparse utilisation in fission and fusion,
thus yielding much more energy, and little radioactivity. Antimatter is not readily available.
Nations protected their soldiers in war physically with protective devices: improved helmets, flak-jackets, safety belts,
communicators, and medically by immunisations against smallpox (before 1980): tetanus, cholera, typhus, typhoid, yellow
fever, bubonic plague, and so on; and with medications such as
anti-malarials in the tropics.
Wound care was steadily improved in war – war always
does this – the salvage rate rising from four percent in WWI
to 50 percent in WWII, and near 90 percent for Americans in
Afghanistan and Iraq. But there is little protection against invisible radiation.
The lethality of war deprives a society of those at the prime
of life, and more and more as weapons of remote destruction
increase, all age groups.
Over 60 million were WWII casualties of conventional weapons worldwide! It’s useful to think, therefore, of what enhanced
havoc nuclear weapons could have wreaked.
Seeing the blast from the 1952 fusion bomb test, Robert
Oppenheimer was moved to quote from the Bhagavad Gita: “If
the radiance of a thousand suns / were to burst at once into the
sky / that would be like / the splendour of the Mighty One... I am
become Death, the shatterer of worlds.”
When I read some biased official and media statements, I can
hear Adlai Stevenson saying, “I offer my opponents a bargain:
if they will stop telling lies about us, I will stop telling the truth
about them!”

Road trips, anxieties, & a fruitless search for zen

T

here is that added dimension of the unplanned and
unforeseen that goes with lengthy road trips, which
whenever it happens fills me with a brooding mix of
foreboding, solicitude, and a sprinkle of trepidation that is as
unwholesome as icing sugar dusted onto jalebi.
Now in my years of summer road trips, there
have been more than a few of these experiences
Romeo
where things went awry; where the centre did not
Kaseram
hold due to an unplanned detour.
When these occur, I fret with anxiety, apprehension, and fear of the unknown that is waiting
to pounce just around the next bend.
Then my gaze turns inwards, sometimes seeking out the fuel
needle inside my head, while I knit my brows into inextricable
tangles over the math of mileage yet to be covered, minus the
quantity of gas left in my tank.
Of course, with such preoccupation, there are those times
when my mind’s eye is AWOL from its base, and is instead slopping inside the fuel tank; and unlike the rubber hitting the road,
is not glued onto the white line ahead.
If a regret about my childhood emerges nowadays in my later
years, it is that I should have been more attentive as a boy. That I
should have learned a few coping tricks from the old-fashioned
school of driving from my old man during those distracting
days when I was growing up back home.
It was such that then my old man was always chosen as the
designated driver whenever the family made an excursion.
Perhaps this was due to his patience; but I think it was less for
the singularity of his focus, and more for his ability to put up
with a prickly nest of high-maintenance family members.
There were those days when we all headed to the beach. Back
the car out of the gap, and onto the graveled roadway, and right
away there was grumbling and rumbling in the backseat.
Could my old man step on the gas, please? Also, why was
there always a need to stop to point, gaze, and count (with
miscounts and starting over) a flock of grazing sheep that was
constantly on the move on the close-cropped field, leading to
frustrating recounts?
Then there was a tractor labouring up a hill, puffing rings of

smoke with the effort of the steep climb.
Yet another stopover at the side of the road, with the tractor’s uphill struggle the subject of an emerging storyline, and an
accompanying narration by my old man on what was an obvious
lack of driving experience.
The moral of the story, to my auntie’s distress,
illustrated by my old man with indicative pointing down of his lengthy chin while shifting illustrative gears in the car, was the operator’s lack of
knowledge about the power residing inside his
tractor’s transmission.
Then there was the stopover when my old man discovered a
friend who had ridden a long way from home.
Stopping to point his friend in the direction from where we
had just laboriously traveled, my old man delivered a stern lecture to sober up the bicycle so it would find its way home.
“And to think it is not yet nine o’ clock in the morning,” said
my auntie with a huff before shouldering the wicker basket so it
rammed a glaring uncle in the back of the head.
Despite the detours in the counting of sheep, the unfolding
narrative of an inexperienced tractor operator, and the re-orientation of a bicycle so it would safely take its rider home, my old
man held his centre.
Furthermore, he did so even as things fell apart in the back
seat, the centre barely holding her temper when my grandmother emptily threatened to never set foot in the car again;
for as long as she lived. That the good Lord was her witness, she
would never travel again with this family, even if it was to visit
her beloved twin sister who lived behind God’s back.
My old man remained on course during the meltdown, a subject of equanimity framed against a calm sea now finally ahead.
There are days when I marvel at the injustice inherent in the
randomness of genetic wrapping, that perhaps it is my misfortune to be denied the casualness of his hands on the steering
wheel, with fingers as relaxed as a violinist holding a bow.
Surely, his genes would have helped me through the trauma
of a later family trip, where the hegemony of the backseat sent
me on an hour’s detour in search of coffee. Upon arrival to discover our rural guide had equated Starbucks with Tim Hortons.
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Sugar production in Guyana can stir life into spin-off industries
Dear Editor,
Over the past decade, the criticism of the
sugar industry has been incessant. The crucial role of the sugar tax levy (contributing
over (G) $100 billion to other sectors during the period 1974-2000) has often been
ignored in these discussions.
Notwithstanding, criticisms have become
more pronounced after the European Union
withdrew its preferential treatment in 2009,
which immediately reduced its buying price
of sugar by 34 percent.
That drastic price reduction exposed
weaknesses in the sugar industry, such as
higher production costs compared with
open market prices. And past corruption,
coupled with a top-heavy management
structure with extra-generous compensation packages, continue to weaken the
financial viability of the sugar industry.
With the PNCR-led coalition’s rationale
that the closure of four sugar estates in
2016-2017 would allow for consolidation,
re-engineering, and better performance, the
three surviving sugar estates (Blairmont, Albion, and Uitvlugt)
have fallen short of this expectation, at least for the first six
years. It would be a huge challenge, though not necessarily insurmountable, for Guysuco to turn around this industry
within the next two years.
An encouraging signal is the movement away from bulk
sugar to packaged sugar, which doubles Guysuco’s earnings
from sales (US $300 per Metric Tonne vs US $670 per MT). It
is hoped that Guysuco would build upon this piece of success,
despite some production setbacks.
Sugar output in 2019 was 107,203 MTs; in 2020 production
declined to 87,875 MT (18 percent); and it plummeted to 58,025
MTs in 2021 (34 percent). With 22,000 MTs set aside for local
consumption, this means that only 44,000 MTs will be available
for the external markets.
Cost of production of sugar is a nagging problem. It is
reported that cost of sugar is twice the world market price (production cost of US $0.33 per pound vs open market cost of US$
0.16 per pound).
When one considers that Guysuco has incurred a debt of
(G) $72+ billion, and had to be subsidised from 2010 to 2020

Kieron Pollard

Thanks for the innings, Kieron!

Dear Editor,
When Kieron Pollard walks to the wicket there is excitement
in the air, for he is one of the most feared T20 batsmen in the
world.
I believe he has a lot of cricket in him, and can still contribute
tremendously to West Indies cricket in both the T20 and the
ODI formats.
I am saddened to see him retiring, but we must respect his
decision.
Over the years I have observed Pollard’s dedication, passion,
commitment, and love for the sport, showing himself as a strong
leader, and approaching each game with a winning and fearless
attitude.
My most memorable moment is when he struck six sixes in
a T20 match.
Over the years he has mentored and advised many of our
young upcoming stars, some who are now playing on the world
circuit. They are better for the input of Pollard in their life.
I maintain hope that Pollard would decide to return to
the game. I am sure that the door is still open, at least for the
upcoming world T20 competition. It could be a last hurrah for a
champion cricketer from sweet Trinidad and Tobago.
I say a big, “Thank you!” to Pollard. Maybe like me, thousands of cricket fans worldwide are hoping he will reconsider
his decision to retire from international cricket.
Arnold Gopeesingh, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
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Sugar cane harvesting on an estate in Guyana
by (G) $76.965 billion at an average of (G) $7.6965 billion per
annum, the PPP/Civic government had to address this matter
with urgency.
While the statistics cited here do not paint a rosy picture, the
PPP/Civic government contends that the sugar industry might
not be financially sound at this time, but this does not necessarily mean that sugar is not economically viable.
Sugar is a community-based industry, like bauxite, it is woven
into workers’ history and culture. Sugar has been so dominant
in the economy that the history of Guyana up to 1980 could be
regarded as a history of sugar. Estates have been providing sugar
workers’ livelihood, a sense of self-worth, as well as helped to
shape their perspective on life.
A transition from sugar to any other product must, therefore,
not only be gradual, but also sensitive. While the PPP/Civic had
promised to re-open three (Enmore, Skeldon, Rosehall) of the
four closed sugar estates, a meticulous survey that they conducted upon taking office revealed that the factories, the dams, the
trenches, and the abandoned cane fields at Enmore and Skeldon
could not be economically and logistically rehabilitated.
When this is combined with Guysuco’s heavy debt, as well

as, its huge annual subsidy, the government felt
that they must address this problem in a way
that will not hurt workers and their communities. They therefore changed their strategy for
Enmore and Skeldon.
Enmore would be re-opened, but not
necessarily around sugar, and so is Skeldon.
Dismissed workers at Skeldon are given part
time jobs, while the government seeks to
divest the sugar estate. Acqua-culture (rearing
of shrimps), peasant cane farming, and other
crops will be encouraged, such as the cultivation
of industrial hemp.
At Enmore, the packaging plant is scheduled
to be relocated at Albion, and workers there
have been absorbed at GK+B Industries’ (US)
$35 million fabrication facility. Approval was
also given to Rudisa to set up an agro-processing factory at Enmore.
President Dr Irfaan Ali says that Enmore will
become an industrial hub for the East Coast
region.
Rosehall is scheduled to re-open with sugar
production its main goal in early 2023.
Wales is slated to become another industrial centre. The (US)
$900 million gas-to-energy project for the Wales Development
Zone includes the construction of a plant to convert gas into
electricity (300 megawatts).
There has been a suggestion that Uitvlugt sugar estate might
be converted into ethanol production, but there is no confirmation on this. The factory has not been grinding due to
mechanical problems for several weeks. Workers there are being
provided with alternative jobs during this down time.
Sugar is going through a bad patch, but with the right vision
and commitment it will survive and continue to make major
contributions to the country; as well as sustaining vibrant sugar
estates and adjacent communities that are interlocked with spinoff industries such as travel, businesses, insurance, mortgages,
and so on.
The role of sugar in the agriculture diversification process
must not be diminished; it still has the potential for financial
and economic viability.
Sugar should not be allowed to become a casualty of the
Dutch disease.
Dr Tara Singh, New York, US, via email.

Call to T&T police to show wisdom & respect

reasoning, patience, respect for life, and even compassion, comDear Editor,
As Trinidad and Tobago evaluates the fallout from the shoot- mitting crimes aided and abetted by their colleagues?
Are police not aware of the symbolism of the revered Qur’an,
ing death of Police Constable Clarence Gilkes, and the trampling on religious rights, as responsible citizens we should ask Bible, and Bhagavad Gita, none of which is to be desecrated?
The alleged ‘suspect’ publicly stated his intention to do the
ourselves what really are the duties and responsibilities of the
right thing and surrender himself to the law, conditional upon
Trinidad & Tobago Police Service.
Have we become so pinioned to narcissistic police abuses and media presence, and to be treated justly, as guaranteed under
killings that we tacitly accept them as part of our Constitution? our Constitution.
However, he was fearful for his safeIn 2021, around 42 nationals were
ty, of being beaten mercilessly, of being
killed by police. The pain, anger, and cries
executed.
for justice still linger in Morvant followYet what we saw was the police, whose
ing the June 2020 police shooting of three
job is limited to apprehending suspects,
men.
refusing to do this, and instead, were hunSimply put, the duty and responsibility
gry for personal revenge.
of police is not to insult, beat, slap, cuff or
Further, with indecent haste, the Acting
even kill suspects of crime.
Commissioner McDonald Jacob stated his
It is to apprehend and detain, bringofficer was shot in the front of the neck,
ing suspects before the courts, where our
and denied any accident of “friendly fire”.
Constitution promises a fair trial, even
Later, as the media reported, the autopto the point where, if they cannot afford
sy showed PC Gilkes was shot in the back
lawyers, then the State provides defence
of the head, with another bullet grazing
attorneys.
his right temple.
Further, the UN charter on human
How can we ever forget officers in
rights, to which Trinidad is a signatory,
Sangre Grande station throwing boiling
clearly defines the role police play in our
water onto a detained suspect’s groin to
justice system, of which anything contrary
McDonald Jacob
force a confession?
is tantamount to extrajudicial killings,
Following the shooting death of PC Gilkes, social media saw
denying justice to its victims.
When police killings occur in Trinidad and Tobago, citizens comments from valuable citizens who were stating, “We can’t
are unaware of any real investigation, justice for the murdered, trust the police gang”; also, “Don't mess with Western gang”.
Meanwhile, the suspect’s mother stated, “My son is no saint”.
or even reprimand for the officers involved who continue norSadly, so too are many humans wearing police uniforms.
mal policing like it never even happened.
How can the killing of one officer from a contingent of 6,000
In the case of the ‘Person of Interest’ in the killing of PC
Gilkes last month, I definitely do not envision a 12-member be “an act of war on the TTPS”? And, “If you touch one, you
police raiding party doing their operation peacefully and touch all”?
Arrogant and foolish officers would rush to use force and
respectfully, yet “coming under heavy gunfire”, as was reported.
Their standard and overused mantra appears that the police disrespect in the execution of duties.
However, those who are educated would engage wisdom and
were always the last to respond, necessitating death of the
respect, knowing the inherent value of public trust; and, most
alleged suspect.
Why is it that you give human beings government’s uniforms importantly, that all lives matter.
Trevor Hosten, Trinidad and Tobago, via email..
and weapons, and they simply catapult themselves as having no
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Pitfalls abound for Guyana to avoid in managing its growing oil wealth
Dear Editor,
and superhighways.
Trinidad and Tobago was at the top of
The pitfalls made by our oil rich Caribbean
neighbour Trinidad and Tobago, and the way its game, and its remarkable achievements
spanned far and wide.
they utilised their sovereign
Then the economic planwealth, are worthy of considners of the day decided to
eration by Guyana.
be a little more generous to
However, before I proceed,
I offer an apology to its Prime
nationals at the bottom of the
economic ladder. A grand
Minister, Dr Keith Rowley,
welfare programme was instiif I am unintentionally steptuted with the Cost of Living
ping on his toes. Nowadays, as
Allowance, which offered a
soon as Trinidad and Tobago
monetary sum to offset daily
is mentioned in Guyana, one
expenses.
is automatically deemed to be
a UNC member and Rowley’s
With COLA, one could
have taken care of the immeenemy. I am neither of the two,
Keith Rowley
diate family and others comso I stand in the clear when I
fortably. Many left their jobs and subsisted
speak.
We recall the oil boom years in Trinidad and solely on COLA.
Tobago, and the prosperity that it brought. This
Some people who claimed poverty, and
country was at the height of its prosperity when called for part of the sovereign wealth, sudblack gold flowed bountifully. It had its own denly became owners of two or more vehicles,
refinery. There were also spinoffs as a vehicle and were living in properties that were not
assembly plant and a national airline; there theirs. They lived life to its fullest.
Then things took a downturn, and the
were massive infrastructural works in roads

grumblings started. We want to avoid those
pitfalls here in Guyana.
Similar to Trinidad and Tobago back then,
Guyana is now on the upswing. We are in the
top ten oil producing states in the world, with
a matching income from oil revenue. A few
economists “geniuses” are of the opinion that
Guyana should become a “welfare organisation”, and just share out oil monies far and
wide.
You give a man a fish and he will always be
back for another fish. Rather, teach him the
economic philosophy of independence and
self-reliance, which is to catch fish for himself.
If we stick to a thinking of giving hand-outs,
then we are well into making the same mistakes
as other countries did.
Guyana has a far way to go in fixing our
infrastructure, housing, water, healthcare, the
provision of jobs, and opening up the country
to investors. Also, we have to put something
away for a rainy day.
These are the pillars on which true development stand. This is the futuristic outlook that is
needed for the long term benefits for any coun-

Dear Editor,
When Guyana’s oil contract was signed in
2016 world market prices per barrel averaged
(US) $65. All indications today are that future
prices (for the next five to ten years) may average $110.
The portion of higher average price ($110
minus $65=$45) can be called the RussiaUkraine war premium.
Who gets to keep most of the $45 premium?
Should Guyana and Exxon share in the warpremium equally? Should it remain at the per
contract rate of 14.5 percent for Guyana (profit
share 12.5 percent plus 2 percent royalty)?

Russia than rival oil giants, saw its profit nearly
quadruple, to $6.3 billion”.
The current world crisis created by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine presents an opportunity
for money making for both oil Companies as
well as oil-host countries, but that assumes the
government of Guyana is of the mind-set to ask
for renegotiation of the oil contract.
Guyana’s oil resource is finite, and a world
opportunity presents itself only rarely.
The government of Guyana should seize
this opportunity to press its demand for a Fair
Contract.
Mike Persaud, Guyana, via email.

Guyana govt should re-visit Exxon oil contract with prices higher
Guyana is the owner of the resource. Where
is Guyana’s sovereign ownership’s rights reflected in this contract?
It is time for the government of Guyana to
contemplate this question – and negotiate for at
least 50 percent or 100 percent of the premium
price per barrel of crude produced in Guyana.
The following appeared in the New York
Times on April 29: “Exxon and Chevron report
huge jumps in first-quarter profits. Thanks to
rising energy prices, profits at Exxon doubled,
to $5.5 billion, and it would have been bigger if
not for a $3.4 billion hit from quitting a Russian
operation. Chevron, which has less exposure to

try. The economic planners in the PPP/Civic
are taking care of these fundamental principles,
and for this we are proud.
Neil Adams, Guyana, via email.

It is quite challenging
living in ‘sweet’ T&T
Dear Editor,
Everywhere one looks in the headlines there
is someone, some company, or some contractor
that is not getting paid. Here is sweet Trinidad
and Tobago: you execute services or provide
products, but yet the recipient fails to meet
their contractual obligation of payment.
We are mismanagement to the core in this
country. Ministries are unable to provide basic
salaries to the citizens, who are living from pay
cheque to pay cheque. The term “short pay” is
the norm for weekly-paid workers.
“Wait for the next pay period,” employers
often have the audacity to say to workers who
are living on borderline poverty.
But what if I can’t wait? My child needs
shoes; my fridge has no food; the power supply is going to be disconnected. You see, the
average citizen fails to realise that Trinidad and
Tobago has been operating on a deficit budget
for years. In plain English, we are robbing Peter
to pay Paul!
The last several national budgets presented
in our distinguished Parliament have failed to
meet the minimum financial obligations to
efficiently operate a country.
So, how does that impact the average citizen? Yep, no pay! So, when you say you are not
into politics, or that politics do not affect you,
keep your mouth shut when you don’t get pay,
and instead eat salt!
Michelle Dymally Davis, Trinidad and
Tobago, via email.
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Collaboration likely, but govt, APNU still poles apart

T

he potential for collaboration between
Guyana’s PPP/Civic government and
the Opposition APNU is once again
on the table.
It is anticipated that a formal meeting
between President Irfaan Ali and the newlyelected opposition leader,
Aubrey Norton, will be held
sometime around mid-May.
If held, then this will be the
first meeting between the
Opposition Leader and the
President since his ascension to office in August
2020.
However, the potential for a meeting will be
predicated on two main factors: the establishment of a mutually agreed agenda prior to the
meeting, and the acceptance by Norton that the
PPP/Civic is the legitimately elected government of Guyana.
According to President
Ali, the meeting would focus
on constitutional matters
such as the appointments
of various service commissions. However, Norton told
a press conference that he
wants to have discussions
with Ali on other issues,
such as good governance.
He is reported saying, “[Meetings] with the
President, should they
occur, must extend beyond
the appointment of commissioners and judges.
Bharrat
Meetings must also discuss
Opposition’s concerns about good governance.”
However, Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo has
made it clear that Norton would not be allowed
to set the agenda for constitutional consultations with the President.
According to Jagdeo in the local press,
Norton wants his meeting with President Ali to
address a long list of issues such as good governance, and abuse of political power including
discrimination against Opposition-led local
councils, uneven and incomplete distribution
of flood and other relief, dis-satisfaction with
natural patrimony in the Natural Resource
Fund, police abuse of human and legal rights
by a number of police force members, and the
fair access to the State media.
In the meantime, President Ali had made it
clear that he will only have a meeting with the
Opposition once it gives up the narrative that
the PPP/Civic Administration is not legitimate.
However, Norton has continued to maintain
his position on the illegitimacy of the government. But President Ali has stated categorically
that there will be no compromise on this issue.
According to the President, “Harmon has
consistently repeated, since our last conversation, the same narrative about his feelings about
the Government. So that hasn’t changed…
there’s no compromise on that. But as I said in
that engagement, there must be an acknowledgement that you’re dealing with a partner
who, one, has great clarity in his own head that
he’s dealing with someone he respects as the
Government; and two, he acknowledges as the
Government.”
Earlier this year, both Vice President Jagdeo
and Prime Minister, Retired Brigadier Mark
Phillips, also expressed that the government
is willing to meet with the new Opposition
Leader in the interest of the country, alluding
to expectation that the government must be
regarded as legitimate.
“We are ready to work with whoever is
appointed or elected Leader of the Opposition
in the interest of Guyana… what we ask in
return is for the new Leader of the Opposition
to accept the legitimacy of our government.
This is a government that was elected by the
people of Guyana,” Phillips declared.
Should the agenda of the meeting include

non-constitutional issues, VP Jagdeo has
insisted that Norton must “walk with concrete
proof ” of any allegations he makes, noting
that he will not be allowed to make anecdotal
accusations.
Although a meeting between the government and the Opposition is
desirable, it is hardly likely
that the outcome will be
fruitful.
Dwarka
In fact, discussions of
Lakhan
collaboration, dialogues,
shared governance, power-sharing and inclusive
democracy – or whatever term one chooses to
use to define potential co-operation between
the two major parties – have been exercises
in futility ever since the PPP first floated the
idea of a National Front government during
the 1972-1976 period when the late Forbes
Burnham regime was in
power.
Since then, several
attempts to hold talks
between the ruling and the
Opposition parties have
resulted in wasted dialogues
about the process of collaboration, and dialogues
about having dialogues, and
dialogues about where and
when dialogues should be
held.
Following the PPP’s call
for a National Front government, the issue of collaboration came up again
Jagdeo
under the administration of
the late Desmond Hoyte in the latter half of
the 1980s, but after much discussion, the two
parties failed to arrive at consensus on the way
forward, largely because of narrow partisan
interests.
The issue of shared governance took a back
seat for almost two decades after the PPP/Civic
won a large majority in the country’s first free
and fair elections in 1992, following almost 25
years of illegitimate rule under the PNC.
It was not until 2011 that the issue reemerged after an informal APNU+AFC coalition won a one seat majority in parliament,
leaving the PPP in office, but not in power.
Then, the coalition technically had control
over the political and administrative decisionmaking process, but no real political power.
However, instead of choosing to collaborate
with the PPP/Civic, the coalition opposed for
the sake of opposing, and made the tenure of
the government a living hell.
The underlying issue of collaboration stems
from the fact that given shifts in the ethnic
composition of the population, and the fact
that Guyanese have historically voted along
racial lines, it has become increasingly difficult
for any of the two major parties to obtain a
resounding majority at the polls.
However, the truth is that the party that
wins the majority of votes should rightfully
lead the country – as in the case of any democracy. However, racial divisions between Indians
and Blacks are so severe that accusations of
disenfranchisement are common, especially by
Blacks, if the PPP/Civic is in power.
Ironically, when the APNU+AFC party supposedly won the 2015 election by less than
one seat, calls for political collaboration were
muted.
During the late 1980s, while former President
Desmond Hoyte did offer the opportunity for
talks with the then opposition PPP/Civic, but
the terms and conditions were pre-determined
in favour of the government, making it virtually impossible for any real collaboration.
In fact, former President David Granger
then presented a five point plan which mostly emphasised the non-political objectives of
inclusionary democracy.
Now that the PPP/Civic has a two-seat
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majority in parliament, the scope for collaboration between the Opposition and the government is still fraught with challenges.
To put the concept of collaboration in perspective, the quest is generally directly linked
to the desire of the losing party in the country’s
general elections to share power with the winning party, and not so much about the winning
party wanting to share power with the losing
party.
Moreover, given Guyana’s deeply divided
racial composition, and the close outcome of
election results, collaboration appears to make
sense on the surface, but is near impossible to
implement from a practical standpoint.
Neither of the major parties, APNU+AFC
nor the PPP/Civic trust each other, and it is
hardly likely that the winning party will willingly collaborate without onerous conditions
that are unacceptable by the losing party.
Arguably, collaboration is expected to satisfy the two major ethnic groups that their
interests are being looked after by a government that includes both major political parties.
But historical experience suggests that
power, rather than collaboration, matters most
to the country’s political parties.
Although there has never been a pure single-race party in power, the composition of
governments has always comprised of one of
the two dominant ethnic groups – which have
effectively controlled power – with a smattering of racial crossovers or so-called “windowdressings” providing the impression of a multiracial front.
However, the truth is political collaboration
that leverages “race” as its underlying objective
is doomed to failure.
At the most, a multi-racial front facilitates
the appearance of greater political inclusiveness, which does not necessarily contribute to

better governance. And political inclusiveness
is directly correlated to the quest for power.
Arguably, in the struggle for political power,
the underlying causes of the economic and
social malaise that are typically attributed to
the ruling government are quite often overlooked, and the focus usually shifts to “race”.
However, in as much as the quest for power
is driven by racial motivations, it is naïve to
assume that political collaboration will invoke
prosperity.
That is because the underlying problems in
Guyana are not based only on racial orientations, but are more or less due to the perception of economic mismanagement, corruption,
nepotism, weaknesses in the administrative
and governance structures, poor strategic planning, a shortage of capital to finance development, and the lack of transparency in the
decision-making process.
Together, these problems have inhibited
progress, regardless of the government in
power.
As a result, governments have come in and
out of favour, depending on economic conditions, which are inextricably linked to the state
of moral, social, and economic well-being of
the population at large.
Though the likelihood of political collaboration is high, the outcome of such collaboration is likely to leave much to be desired, and
perhaps fail.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8

indocaribbeanworld.com | may 04, 2022

GUYANA: DIASPORA

Imdadul hosts Holy Blossom Temple
By Sayem Khan
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
Toronto – On April 24th about 15 students
and members from the Holy Blossom Temple
attended an in-person visit to the Imdadul
Islamic Centre.
Usually, middle school students from the
Holy Blossom Temple visit every year to obtain
first-hand experience of various aspects of the
religion of Islam.
During the visit, students ask questions about
the religion, see sacred
books and scriptures, and
overall enjoy the warm
hospitality of the Imdadul
community.
Everyone was welcomed by this writer, who
recited the Surah Fatiha,
the first verse of the Holy
Quran. He also shared
fond memories of visiting
the Holy Blossom Temple
at various events, and appreciated the warm
reception the members of the Imdadul community always receive.
Dr Abdul Farouk Ghani, who is a wellrespected figure in interfaith dialogue, and
who often delivers sermons at the Imdadul
Islamic Centre, facilitated an interactive session that was enjoyed by the participants of the
program.
He answered key questions from the students, and talked about many beautiful aspects
of the religion, such as spreading happiness to
each other regardless of the difference in faith
or ethnic background.
Imam Farouk also focused on the message
of unity and interfaith harmony while sharing
verses from the holy Islamic scriptures.
Brother Imraan Assim also focused on some

salient sides of Islam. He talked about the
basic lessons that he takes away from the Holy
Quran that help him to be a better person, and
to address various concerns in his daily life.
It was an engaging event where participants had the opportunity to ask some very
thought-provoking questions, including the
fundamental aspects of the religion, such as
Ramadan, the role of women in Islam, social
justice issues, and the difference between the types
of prayers.
Member of Provincial
Parliament of the Humber
River Black Creek area
Tom Rakocevic was also
in attendance.
The curiosity to gather information is always
encouraged in the religion
of Islam.
Moreover, having conversations about the fundamental aspects is always
refreshing, and this writer also benefited a lot
from the conversation.
To wrap up the event, Brother Osman from
the Imdadul Islamic Centre and Rabbi Tepper
from the Holy Blossom Temple delivered concluding speeches.
They both expressed their enthusiasm to see
the interest of participants in interfaith conversations, and their anticipation of seeing a sustained friendship and partnership between the
Imdadul Islamic Centre and the Holy Blossom
Temple.
Participants also expressed their gratitude
to Imam Farouk and Brother Imraan Assim for
their valuable ideas and scholarly presentation.
After the education session, members of the
Holy Blossom Temple enjoyed a delicious Iftar
dinner.

Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali (centre) with First Lady Arya Ali (at right),
celebrate Eid ul Fitr with family members on Monday

Ali delivers Eid message to Guyana’s youth
Georgetown – The holy month of Ramadan
culminated with the celebration of Eid ul Fitr
on Monday, with the festive day observed as a
national holiday in Guyana.
President Irfaan Ali started off celebrations with a message to the Muslim Youth
Organisation that reflected on the teachings of
Ramadan, and its call for love and compassion.
Said Ali: “We are created with the ability to
love, to be peaceful, to be humble, to be charitable, to make sacrifices, to be respectful. More
importantly, we are created with the ability to
be better than we are. This is the personal message that Ramadan has reinforced in all of us.”

Ali also asserted that the holy month of
Ramadan emphasises our equality before God.
“It has re-emphasised the point that regardless of where we stand or sit in life, we are but
one. The purpose of us standing together in
prayer is to demonstrate and reinforce the fact
that before God Almighty, we are nothing but
the same,” Ali said.
He added, “There is absolutely no difference
based on any character, whether rich or poor.
It is these principles and examples that we were
able to demonstrate to ourselves, and allow us
to be better humans, better citizens, a better
country, and a better world.”
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Make May 5 ‘Indian Arrival Day’

‘We are salt & sugar’

By Ravi Dev
ndian Arrival Day in Guyana will be celebrated tomorrow
in Guyana, and as has been the case since 2004, it will be
officially commemorated as ‘Arrival Day’; meaning that
the arrivals of all the other groups – Portuguese, Chinese, West
Indians, “liberated” Africans – who were brought as “Indentured
servants” after the abolition of slavery on August 1834 to work
on the sugar plantations, are supposed to be subsumed under a
date that really has no significance for them.
Ironically, this is contra to the recommendation of the Select
Parliamentary Committee, which conducted hearings from
December 2003 to April 2004, “To Review The Public Holidays
Act”.
As a member of the Jaguar Committee for Democracy and
Rise, Organise, and Rebuild Guyana (ROAR), I had long agitated for the recognition of Indian Arrival Day, and was a member
of the Committee.
In the introduction to the Act, the stated rationale was:
“Guyanese of Indian origin, who form a large portion of the
country’s population, had for a period of in excess of the past 40
years, been calling for May 5 to be declared a statutory public
holiday, in observance of the arrival of the first batch of Indian
Indentured labourers who came to the then British Guiana in
1838.”
Yet the resolution that was passed in Parliament by the PPP
majority gave the Committee as its remit to consider “Arrival
Day; that is to say, the May 5”, as a Public Holiday. “Indian
Arrival Day” had been changed to the generic “Arrival Day”
over the protest of the Opposition, including me.
During the public hearings, written and oral submissions
were made by nine organisations. Of these, five agreed to have
May 5, “Indian Arrival Day”, being declared a National Holiday.
These were the Guyana Islamic Trust; Guyana Indian
Foundation Trust; ROAR Guyana Movement; Indian Arrival
Committee; and Guyana Indian Heritage Association.
They represented the widest gamut of Indians in Guyana.
None of the nine organisations agreed, or even suggested, that
the arrival day of all indentureds should be lumped together.
After the hearings, the Committee announced its decision
with the rationale: “The proposals and counter proposals supporting May 5 must be seen in the context of Guyana’s realities. Having regards, therefore, that: the call to designate May

From Page 1
City of New York with a special “Citation of Honour” that recognised his outstanding contributions during the challenging
Covid-19 impacted 2020 US Census.
In support of Dev’s call, the IDCI said: “As we near the 184th
anniversary of Indian Arrival in then British Guiana, we pay
homage to those who left India for Guyana and other colonies
to seek better livelihoods for themselves and their descendants.”
It added, “While survival under very harsh conditions must
have been the primary concern, they persevered to maintain
their sense of origin, traditions, culture accomplishment, recognising and appreciating the sacrifices and achievements made
on their behalf. We also recognise the invaluable contributions
over several generations that persons of Indian origin have made
to the diverse culture and economic development of Guyana.”
As the IDCI also noted, “History has thrown us together, the
people of Guyana, and history would look kindly on the success
of our human spirit that is triumphant in a shared destiny. We
were thrown together as commodities for profit as we forged a
new path for our shared destiny.”
A lasting and significant resonance of a people bound together with these commonalities, the IDCI said, was the inextricable
intertwining of “[our] past, present, and future”.
It added, “Together, we have weathered the storms of slavery,
Indentureship, and colonialism, to emerge with common and
shared aspirations and energy to mold a new nation. Together,
we are the ‘salt and sugar’ of Guyana.”
However, the IDCI also noted that to recognise May 5 for
its incipient and historical contribution to Guyana did not “in
any way, diminish or compare, to the many contributions of
other ethnic groups in Guyana, in particular the descendants of
African slaves brought to then British Guiana against their will
yet persevered under inhuman conditions”.
It also noted that several countries with significantly smaller
percentages of people of Indian origin celebrate Indian Arrival
Day as national holidays, citing Grenada, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname, and others as examples.
Support for Dev’s call also came from Jamil Changlee in
Guyana. Noting it was an “excellent idea”, Changlee said the
anniversary would be meaningful as a “reflection, celebration,
and the embracing of our heritage and values, which have
guided [Guyana] this far for generations”.
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5 as a National Holiday was
made over 40 years ago, with
increased support over time;
Indians constitute the majority
of the population of Guyana;
they have made significant contributions towards the development of Guyana; while there
were different assessments as
to the nature of, or meaning
Ravi Dev
of, Indian Arrival, all respondents accepted its landmark status
as a seminal event that had permanent consequences for all
Guyana.”
However, the decision was crafted to fit its Procrustean remit:
“Arrival Day, that is to say, May 5, or, if that day is a Sunday, the
following day, be included in the Public Holidays Act as a public
holiday.”
To its credit, the Committee offered a “Caveat: While the
aforesaid recommendation is in keeping with our mandate, the
Committee wishes to note that all the submissions favouring
May 5 as a Public Holiday recommended that it be designated
‘Indian Arrival Day’, as is the case in Trinidad and Tobago.”
As was the practice before 2004, all commemorations following the declaration of May 5 as a public holiday continued to
observe it as “Indian Arrival Day”, with no noticeable acknowledgement or participation by the descendants of other ethnic
indentureds. However, after the APNU+AFC coalition assumed
office in 2015, on January 6, 2017, President David Granger
issued an executive order designating January 12 as Chinese
Arrival Day, and on February 27, 2017, issued a public notice
proclaiming May 3 each year as Portuguese Arrival Day.
At the commemoration of the latter, he offered his government’s rationale based on their policy of “social cohesion”:
“Social Cohesion recognises that Guyana is now, and always will
be, multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural.”
From my understanding of the PPP Government and
President Irfaan Ali’s articulation of their “One Guyana” vision
for Guyana, they have a similar vision for the unabashed celebration, rather than conflation, of our diversity.
I recommend that the Guyana government officially recognise May 5 as “Indian Arrival Day” for all the rationales offered
by the Select Parliamentary Committee of 2004.
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Indentureship’s footprints pave path to a better Caribbean
By Dhanpaul Narine
f you took a plane from JFK Airport to
Calcutta, the chances are you will be
exhausted by the time you get there. On
May 5, 1838, the history of the Caribbean
changed dramatically as 396 East Indians
landed on the shores of British Guiana. This
was no joyride, and there was no time for
niceties.
The journey from Calcutta to British
Guiana was fraught with hardships, and like
the slave ships of an earlier era, there were
deaths on the way. The two ships that landed
in British Guiana were the Whitby and the
Hesperus. Their cargo was to usher in a new
form of slavery that changed the complexion
of the colony.
Why were East Indians brought to British
Guiana? The answer is not complicated.
Slavery was abolished in 1834 by an Act in
the British Parliament. This meant that freed
Blacks refused to work in the plantations.
But there were those that still believed in the
supremacy of sugar.
This crop had filled the coffers of the
planter class. They refused to accept the fact
that the estates would lie abandoned. Money
and extravagance had to be kept up at all
costs.
If sugar were to be enthroned again, it must
be done with new labour. Indentureship, then,
is the revival, or the second coming of the
sugar industry in the Caribbean. The task was
to find a suitable labour supply that would
fill the shoes of the slaves, but without the
severity of the conditions of the plantations.
India was already sending workers to
Mauritius, and the system appeared to be
working. The argument was that a similar
policy could perhaps be employed for British
Guiana.
It was left to Sir John Gladstone to
articulate this policy. He was the owner of
Plantation Vreed-en-Hoop. In 1836, while
recuperating from an injury, he sent off a
letter to the British East India Company.
Gladstone requested that consideration
be given to sending Indentured labourers to
Demerara, in British Guiana. His request was
approved, and the floodgates were opened
for East Indians to be transported to the
Caribbean.
What was the journey like? According to
many accounts, the journey from India to
the colonies was long, harsh, and brutal. Dr
Leila Sarup points out that in the first four
years of Indentureship to Mauritius, people in
Calcutta and London had begun to criticise
the East India Company “for the callous way
the emigrants were treated on board ships and
in the Mauritius”.
The voyage to British Guiana, and the
Caribbean, was longer, and the cruelty was
no less. In an effort to deaden the senses, a
plentiful supply of opium was on board.
During the years, 1838 to 1917, our
ancestral footprints were imprinted in many
countries. The records show that Indians went
to British Guiana in 1838, and they were sent
to other countries as follows: Trinidad (1845);
Martinique (1853); French Guiana (1854);
Guadeloupe (1854); Grenada (1857); Belize
(1859); St. Lucia (1859); St Vincent (1861); St
Croix (1863); and Suriname (1873).
According to the statistics, British Guiana
had the largest number of emigrants. During
the period (1838-1917), British Guiana
received 238,909 Indians. The other countries
received as follows: Trinidad 143,939; Jamaica
37,027; St. Vincent 2,472; Grenada 3,200;
Belize 3,000; St Lucia 4,354; Suriname 34, 304;
St Croix 3221; Martinique 25,509; Guadeloupe
42,326; and French Guiana 8,500.
What were the terms and conditions of
settlement? The period of service was for five
years for male emigrants and three years for
females. The work that had to be done was
in “connection with the cultivation of the
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Clockwise top, Indentured East Indian women; Dr Cheddi Jagan; a replica of the
Whitby; the Hesperus; Sir John Gladstone; and workers in the field at centre
soil or the manufacture of the produce in any
were not Christians, and as a result could not
plantation”.
hold jobs in the government sector.
The labourers were required to work
In addition, in the 1920s, Indians had little
every day, except Sundays, and on authorised
access to education, and their daughters were
holidays, while the allotted time was nine
married at an early age. There were not many
hours per day “inclusive of half an hour for
schools that were established to teach Indian
rest and refreshment”.
children. Indians lived in the estates and were
The payment given was hardly in keeping
not exposed to an urban lifestyle, and the
with the prevailing rate. They were paid one
ideas of change that this may have brought
shilling and a half penny, “that was equivalent
about.
to twelve annas and six pie for each day’s
Africans, on the other hand, had a head
work”.
One of the conditions of Indentureship was
repatriation. This means that the figures cited
would be decreased by about 25 percent, as a
result of Indians returning to India, after their
period of Indentureship.
Once they arrived, labourers were deployed
to various plantations, and they included
Wakenaam, Albion, Schoonard, Vergenoegen,
Leonora, and others.
The planters did everything within their
power to separate Blacks from Indians and
carved out settlements for both groups. The
signs of this separation are evident today,
as certain villages in Guyana are populated
predominantly by certain ethnic groups.
Life on the plantations was regimented.
There were numerous reports of cruelty that
were carried out by the overseers, managers,
and others.
The regimented lifestyle, and the cruelty
of the planters, led to resentment among
Indians. This resulted in strikes, revolts,
riots and rebellions, and they were put down
with brutal efficiency. In fact, conditions on
the estates were so poor that commissions
of enquiry were set up to find out how the
quality of life could be improved. The De
Voeux Commission found that conditions
were woefully inadequate, and that more
could be done to improve life on the estates.
By 1900, it was clear to some advocates that
Indentureship had to go. There were calls in
India as well for the system to be abolished,
and Mahatma Gandhi was among them. The
system officially came to an end in 1917.
The end of Indentureship saw a highly
stratified society in British Guiana. Over
50,000 Indians had taken up the offer of the
planters and had returned to India. But the
majority stayed, and had to compete in a
society in which the odds were stacked against
them.
It was found that while they owned small
plots of land, Indians could not move up in
the society for a number of reasons. They
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start in the economy. They were Christians,
had worked as security personnel on the
plantations, and held jobs in the civil service.
Their levels of educational attainment were
much higher than Indians.
In the two decades after Indentureship, the
economic and social status of Indians were
in a state of limbo. But perhaps the greatest
setback was how East Indians perceived
themselves.
In the 1930’s, the Moyne Commission
visited British Guiana and concluded that
East Indians did not regard themselves as fullfledged citizens of the country. They hoped
that one day they would be repatriated to
India.
It was not until the 1940s that East Indians
began to seriously realise that British Guiana
was home, and that education, and property
ownership, were avenues to social mobility. In
1947, Indians, Blacks, and other groups began
to agitate for political change.
The formation of political parties, and
the emergence of Dr Cheddi Jagan as a trade
unionist and a political leader set the stage for
change.
The ensuing years would see East Indians
becoming part of a tumultuous struggle
in Guyana. This would include access to
political power, the struggle to hold on to
power, the prevalence of racial politics, racial
disturbances, and a psychological assault that
would last for years.
But throughout it all East Indians have
been resilient. They have fed the Caribbean,
have celebrated the achievements of education
and learning, and have contributed immensely
to the economy. These will be discussed
later, but there can be no doubt our ancestral
footprints have worn well, and they will
continue to leave an impact wherever hard
work, thrift, and initiative are prized.
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Persistence the reason why women hold up more than half the sky
By Dhanpaul Narine
their children.
Women have been beaten up, spat upon, and made to feel
ebruary is Black History Month. The schools have
less than a person, but their spirits have not been broken.
dusted the books from last year; lesson plans on the
Malala Yousafzai was shot in the head because she wanted
achievements of a few Blacks will be highlighted. At the
girls to be given a chance to read. In a world that relies ever
end of the month the books will be packed away until Black
more on peace and security, women continue to hold up more
History Month comes around again next year.
than half the sky. They do so because of their persistence.
In many school districts Black History is confined to a
Coretta Scott was a
month. But Black History
persistent peacemaker. She
is American History, and it
could have retired after the
should be an essential part
assassination of her husband
of the daily curriculum. If
Dr Martin Luther King Jr.
people are not reminded of
But she did not allow this
their history, then apathy
tragedy to dampen her spirit.
occurs; they lose their sense
Instead, it energised her to
of belonging and “drift in the
lead the movement.
desert sand of dead habit”.
She mobilised support for
Civics is not a strong
the Birmingham Bus Boycott
subject with our children.
in 1955 that featured Rosa
While they talk about the
Parks, another mother of
latest video games, smart
the civil rights movement.
technology, and brand-name
The Boycott was successful,
products, the achievements of
Coretta Scott & Martin Luther King Jr
and the laws in Montgomery
Black heroes escape them.
Black History is rich with examples of perseverance, and the were changed.
But the stress on Coretta was incredible. She had to cope
struggles for acceptance and recognition in a world in which
with constant threats and danger. Her home was bombed, and
the deck is stacked against peoples of colour.
yet she remained calm.
Women in particular have fought tirelessly against the odds
According to one report, “The harassment, the jailings, the
to secure an education, employment, and space in which to
bombings, and the threats terrified all of them”. When Dr King
raise their families.
was stabbed in New York, Coretta set up a temporary office in
The administration of former President Donald Trump
the hospital so that her husband could carry on his work. Her
divided America. Washington became poisoned by rancour,
and inflamed with suspicion and discord; each day had its own
conspiracy. And back then, we were only a month into that
former administration.
In this politically charged atmosphere Coretta King might
have gone unnoticed if Senator Elizabeth Warren were allowed
to read her letter. But in an act of unfettered hubris, Senator
Warren was silenced by the Senate. What did she do to earn
this rebuke?
Senator Warren read letters from the late Senator Ted
Kennedy that called Jeff Sessions “a disgrace to the Justice
Department”. This was in 1986, and Sessions was nominated to
a federal judgeship.
Coretta also had reservations on the nomination of
Sessions. She said, “It is my strongly held view that the
appointment of Jefferson Sessions to the federal bench would
irreparably damage the work of my husband; Al Turner; and
countless others who risked their lives and freedom over the
past 20 years to ensure equal participation in our democratic
system.”
Coretta went on to describe how Sessions had used the
power of his office “to chill the free exercise of the vote by
Black citizens”.
Sessions was the 2017 nominee for Attorney General of
the United States, and the criticisms proved too much for the
Republicans. The Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
reacted by quoting an arcane rule to silence Warren.
According to McConnell, “She was warned. She was given
an explanation. Nevertheless, she persisted.”
The Republicans appeared to ignore the power of social
media and popular opinion. In a matter of minutes, the
letter was read by millions on the Internet, and Coretta was
resurrected as a modern-day icon of the civil rights movement.
McConnell may have handed a campaign slogan to Senator
Warren in 2020. But when one looks at the struggles that
women have had to face, is it not about ‘persistence’? Isn’t it
about fighting the mountain for a place in the sun?
They beat her, but Harriet Tubman persisted and freed
many slaves on her Underground Railroad. They broke up her
family, but Sojourner Truth persisted to spread the message of
gender and racial equality.
There were also Mary McLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges,
Dorothy Height, Audre Lorde, Ella Baker, Marsha P. Johnson,
Fannie Lou Hamer, Diane Nash, Septima Clark, Daisy Bates,
Anna Hedgemen, Frances Harper, and Anna Julia Cooper.
They persisted to make an invaluable contribution to the
civil rights movement.
There was Hattie McDaniel who won an Oscar, but could
not sit with the other stars at the ceremony because of her skin
colour.
Rosa Parks was thrown off the bus because she would not
sit at the back anymore. Maya Angelou uncaged her hurt and
sang through her writings and activism.
Persistence, it seems, is the history of everything.
The story across the continents has been the same: women
have had to bear the brunt of pain and suffering to protect
their families, and to effect change. They have become the
victims of guns, sexual abuse, domestic violence, and neglect.
But they have not given up. They want a brighter future for
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later visits to Ghana and India broadened her outlook on the
world.
In 1983, Coretta coordinated a movement to mark the 20th
anniversary of the March on Washington. She was arrested in
1985, along with her children, for protesting against apartheid
in South Africa.
One of her lasting legacies was the founding of the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Change in Atlanta. This
began in her basement, but has grown to cover several blocks.
The Center attracts over a million visitors a year, including
scholars from all over the world.
The track record of Coretta Scott King indicates that she
is well qualified to speak on the subject of discrimination,
segregation, and voting. Her criticisms of Jeff Sessions were
well-founded at the time. But there was dissension in the King
clan concerning Coretta’s views.
Bernice, King’s daughter, praised Senator Warren for
bringing the letter to the floor of the Senate, while Alvida,
Coretta’s niece, called the letter “a bait and switch” to stir up
emotions. Alvida said that she had voted for Trump.
Whatever the political views, the fact is Coretta re-energised
the debate on race relations in America. She did so at a
time when questions are asked about the direction in which
America was proceeding regarding Blacks, immigrants, and
other minorities.
If Coretta were around today, then she would be in the
forefront in the campaign to revitalise our cities. She would
lead a movement to end poverty in the US.
Politicians will do well to heed the call of Coretta Scott
King, and others. Providing equal opportunities for all is the
basis of effective public policy.
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History of enslavement, genocide traceable to papal decrees
By Ram Angod
o you know why Africans were
enslaved globally; Indigenous people
subjected to genocide and to White
settler colonialism in the Americas, Australia,
New Zealand, and the Pacific islands; ancient
civilisations like China, Egypt, and other Middle
Eastern countries plundered; and India and
several parts of the world colonised?
Here’s the history: Two Popes issued Bulls
(decrees) in 1452 (Dum Diversis), 1455 (Romanus
Pontifex), and 1493 (Inter Caetera), giving
the Christian kings in Spain (and Portugal) a
spiritual, political, legal, and moral right, “[To]
… to invade, search out, capture, vanquish,
and subdue all Saracens [Muslims] and pagans
whatsoever, and other enemies of Christ …,
[their] kingdoms, dukedoms, principalities,
dominions, possessions, and all movable and
immovable goods… and to reduce their persons
to perpetual slavery, and …appropriate to himself [the king]
and his successors the kingdoms …and to convert them to his
…use and profit.”
The Pope’s exhortation was picked up in England in 1496,
when Henry VII licensed Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot)
to “conquer, occupy and possess” whatever “heathens and
infidels” he discovered in lands “unknown to all Christians…”
After 1513, when Spanish conquistadores “discovered”
lands occupied by Indigenous people, they read out to them a
proclamation in Spanish called “El Requerimiento”.
It began with a lesson in history: God created heaven and
the earth; all humans are descended from Adam and Eve;
popes are ordained by God to lead the whole human race; and
the pontiff made donation of these Isles and Terra Firma to the
Spanish [and Portuguese] crown.
The Natives were then ordered to acknowledge the Catholic
church as the ruler and superior of the whole world.
If they did not comply, then... “[We] shall powerfully enter
into your country, and shall make war against you..., and
shall subject you to the yoke and obedience of the Church
and of their Highnesses; we shall take you, and your wives,
and children, and shall make slaves of them, ... and we shall
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The Doctrine of Discovery
take away your goods, …and ...the deaths and losses which
shall accrue from this are your fault, and not that of their
highnesses, or ours, nor of these cavaliers [horse-mounted
soldiers] who come with us.”
These Bulls subsequently led to the concept of “The
Doctrine of Discovery”, which includes the idea of terra nullius,
explained in a UN 2010 report on the Doctrine of Discovery
to include “land inhabited by heathens, pagans, infidels or
unbaptised persons, whom Christians treated in a fundamental
sense as not existing”.
By extension, Indigenous peoples only possessed the land
they occupied, but had no ownership, which was claimed for
himself by the Christian monarch.
In consequence, the “discoverers” invaded non-European
territories, seized their lands and women, enslaved them into
labour, sold them off as slaves, murdered them with impunity,
forcibly imposed Christianity on them, destroyed their
cultures, and in the end, dehumanised these people to fit their
model of the non-existing pagan.
The motive behind these Bulls was their implications for
expanding the power, wealth, and domination of European
nations.

The pontiff, notably, also shared abundantly in
the “discovered” wealth, which explains the lavish
Vatican Kingdom in Rome for an entity whose
default resource is prayer and faith.
The Pope had blessed expeditions against nonChristians, and assured European kings, queens,
nobles, and merchants that God approved of
their endeavours. With internalised conviction,
and in the name of God, Christ, and Christianity,
they proceeded with uninhibited conscience,
with neither guilt nor remorse, to dominate nonChristian peoples around the world, and turn
most of them into the wretched of the earth.
It mattered not to European conquerors that
the merciful God who cared for non-Christian
birds, nurtured the non-Christian earth, and
filled it with non-Christian light, water, fruits,
and flowers could not have empowered the Pope
to bless them with a mandate to enslave, even
destroy, non-Christian human beings.
Blinded by opportunity to amass wealth and power, it
mattered to no one, including the Pope, that his mandate was
fundamentally in conflict with the profound teachings of the
ever benevolent Christ, whom he falsely professed to represent.
What His Holiness the Pope did was to commit irreversible
crimes against humanity.
Today, we witness in Europe-centric nations a legacy
of destructive consequences of the application of “The
Discovery Doctrine”: resistance to assimilating their former
slaves and Indigenous people into their societies with equal
rights and privileges; a globally racist attitude towards nonEuropean nations; denial of Indigenous people land rights and
reparations for cultural abuses suffered by them.
There are also the pervasive practice of invading,
dominating, and exploiting resource rich countries in the
Global South, and others deemed to have strategic value. Of
the 16 major conflicts the world has witnessed since WWII,
15 were fought on non-European soil, with one superpower
present in every one of them.
It is not too late to repeal these Bulls, if only to acknowledge
their existence and destructive impact on present day
humanity.

Andrea Horwath and the NDP have
a plan to make life better and help
you get ahead.
FIX HEALTH CARE

TACKLE THE COST OF LIVING

■

OHIP-covered mental health care,
dental care and prescriptions

■

Lower costs for gas, auto insurance,
hydro, and housing

■

Hire more health care workers
with better wages

■

Freeze income tax for middleand low-income families

FIX SENIORS’ CARE

JOBS THAT PAY THE BILLS

■

LTC and home care that reflects cultural
food and practices

■

Better wages to put more money
in your pocket

■

$400/month payment to
designated caregivers

■

More training opportunities
for good careers

Jill Andrew

Toronto — St. Paul’s

Andria Barrett
Brampton South

Gemma Grey-Hall
Windsor
— Tecumseh

Faisal Hassan
York South
— Weston

Marjorie Knight
Cambridge

Laura Mae Lindo
Kitchener Centre

Learn more about our
plan at OntarioNDP.ca

Rhyan
Vincent-Smith
Oakville North
— Burlington

Authorized by the CFO for the Ontario NDP

15

indocaribbeanworld.com | may 04, 2022

Felicia Samuel
Scarborough
— Rouge Park

REGIONAL

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Cricket tourism helped drive Barbados’ economic recovery when England
toured the Caribbean & played at Kensington Oval in March this year

Barbados looks ahead to steady recovery
Bridgetown – The outlook for Barbados’
economy remains bullish with a projection for
“a double-digit recovery”, the Central Bank of
Barbados revealed last week.
According to the CBB, the revival is premised on the sustained revival of tourism, and
acceleration of activity in the construction sector, the Caribbean Media Corporation reported.
However, the CBB also issued a caveat,
warning that a poorer than anticipated recovery globally, delays in projected construction,
or prolonged supply disruptions, could slow
this nation’s recovery.
In its review of Barbados’ economic health
for the period January to March this year, the
CBB said the economy continued on its path to
recovery to pre-Covid levels of activity.
It cited preliminary data indicating growth
of 11.8 percent during the first quarter of 2022.
This recovery was driven by the “vibrant”
revival of the tourism sector, which helped to
bolster private sector spending, the CBB noted.
Additionally, it noted there were also
encouraging signs of an upturn in the production of goods for export markets.

The CBB also indicated there were positive
signs of a robust economic recovery, which
were witnessed during the last nine months
of 2021, and which overlapped into the first
quarter of 2022.
“A re-emerging tourism sector helped to
propel the growth momentum, and to stabilise
the labour market, which registered a low level
of jobless claims. However, despite the gains,
activity is not yet at pre-Covid levels,” the CBB
declared.
It stated further, “The uncertainty that pervades the world economy, as a result of ongoing health-related risks associated with the
pandemic, supply chain disruptions, geo-political events, and monetary policy tightening
in advanced economies, served as a poignant
reminder of the challenges and vulnerability of
the domestic economy.”
As the CBB noted, the Russia-Ukraine war
remained a concern, with pre-existing inflationary pressures now aggravated by a surge in
food and energy prices. It also warned that the
prolonged geo-political conflict could negatively affect Barbados’ recovery.

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.
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Nandi Village a valuable addition to our inventory

Gooptar, Primnath: Nandi Village Vol. 2:
An East Indian Village In Trinidad
A review by Romeo Kaseram
n his author’s note in the second volume of his latest
book, Nandi Village Vol. 2, Dr Primnath Gooptar tells us
it is a continuation from Volume I that explores life in a
Trinidad Indian settlement following the end of Indentureship.
Gooptar also gives us an insight into the raisons d’être
driving the narratives, telling us, “I hope that both adults
and children will learn about the forgotten life and times of
our ancestors. There is something in this book for everyone.
Parents are encouraged to read this
book with their young children and
discuss with them the many issues and
questions that are sure to arise.”
To read Nandi Village while keeping
in mind Gooptar’s call to legacy
documentation, the preservation of
memories, and its dissemination to
readers as ourselves, is to also read
it as a subtext to “knowing thyself ”,
which has been identified by the Italian
philosopher, Antonio Gramsci.
As Gramsci noted in his Prison
Notebooks, “The starting-point of
critical elaboration is the consciousness
of what one really is, and is ‘knowing
thyself ’ as a product of the historical
processes to date, which has deposited
in you an infinity of traces, without leaving an inventory.”
Gramsci also issues the call as an imperative that we compile
such an inventory.
Thus the Nandi Village books are welcome additions to
the compilation of the Gramscian “inventory” of the traces of
around half a million East Indian immigrants who came to the
Caribbean; and as Professor Emeritus Dr Brinsley Samaroo
notes in his introduction to Vol. 2, of the 147,000 immigrants
who arrived in Trinidad from India between 1845-1917,
mainly from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.
As an entry point to reading Nandi Village, Samaroo tells us
the girmitiyas, or agreement signers, did not come to Trinidad
“from a cultural vacuum”. Additionally, he states that as an
ancient civilisation, India privileged philosophy, not warfare

I

as the English did in enforcing subjugation with their superior
military technology.
Instead, India’s philosophy “stressed the relationship with
the divine, the sacredness of family life and the dharmic duty
of hard work despite all odds”, Samaroo notes.
Consequently, the girmitiyas arrived with “plants and
animals as well as methods of cultivation, which changed the
Caribbean landscape, providing additional sustenance for the
region”. Also, Samaroo says this could not have been achieved
without “the spiritual backbone and the cultural values which
were so necessary to facilitate productivity”.
He adds, “[Nandi Village] gives ample
illustration of those rites and rituals
which gave them the strength and
courage for long-term endurance. The
stories in this book tell of those aspects
of the cultures that the Indians carried in
their heads, which enabled them to plant
their roots firmly in the Caribbean soil.”
How Nandi Village succeeds in what
Samaroo describes as the narrative’s
ample capabilities is evidenced
in, among other things, Gooptar’s
deployment of learned historical recall
with an entertaining mix of fiction and
didacticism in telling his stories.
These stories take place in a setting
not unlike Malgudi, which is the
imaginary world constructed by the
late and eminent Indian author, R.K. Narayan. About his
Trinidadian setting, Gooptar tells us, “Nandi Village is an
imaginary small, rustic, quiet village located somewhere in
Central Trinidad where people live frugally, and cows, goats
and donkeys graze in the open savannahs. Many of the houses
are thatched roof, mud-walled, earthen floor dwellings”.
Here is also a site of confluence, where five arterial roads
meet at the heart of the village, giving the area its name, Five
Roads Junction. Energised by these arterial feeds, Nandi Village
then takes on a multi-layered, organic dimension of many
journeys that have arrived at a central, settling point. This
centrality is then energised to become a throbbing heartland
with industriousness and sacrifice from its immigrant villagers.
And it is also here where evolving shifts begin to take

place in its inhabitants’ social mores, notable in how these
former Indentured labourers, and their progeny, manage their
imported East Indian heritage and cultural status quo while
simultaneously adapting to survive and setttle at a junction
locality, which is a new juncture in their emergent world.
Among the most poignant narratives in Nandi Village about
maintaining cultural antecedents even while adapting to,
and surmounting obstacles, are Gooptar’s illustrations of the
challenging struggles faced by East Indian women. As Samaroo
notes, these stories explore “the gradual emancipation of
women… [and] form a cornerstone of the text”. Additionally,
it “clearly demonstrates the way in which women eased
themselves out of male domination on many fronts”.
For example, in Gooptar’s poignant narration, Sumintra’s
Arranged Marriage & Her Second Spring, its 14-year-old female
protagonist enters an early marriage that soon deteriorates
into verbal and physical abuse. Sumintra coping with, and
overcoming trauma and hardship, are a testimony to her
fortitude, and the singularity of a tremendous courage.
The motif of individual bravery is similarly explored in
Women Power in the Cane Field. Here its remarkable female
protagonist Chandra dips into bonding feminist activism
to rally her cohort to challenge the abusive and violent
deprecations of the sugar estate’s predatory overseer and driver.
There are other stories that are truly touching for its gentle
evocation by a nostalgic, narrative voice, particularly notable in
the illustrative motifs of mobility and exploration, with Pandit
Ramsamooj purchasing his first bicycle, and the itinerant
Mahal making an extended pitstop with his imaginary car.
Also notable in Nandi Village is the consistent weave into
the fabric of village life that is a structural, judicial presence.
This is evident in the role of the patriarchal panchayat, where
in one of the stories, The Nandi Village Panchayat, judgement
is sought over falling mangoes landing plumb on the boundary
of contiguous properties.
As Samaroo says of Nandi Village, “Posterity will be grateful
to... Gooptar for re-creating this slice of our past, which would
otherwise be forgotten as the years roll by. It’s a triumphant
story of adaptation and innovation as a new addition to an
already diverse society seeking to create its own space. This
book is a valuable addition to our Diasporic literature.”
It is, indeed, a valuable addition to our inventory.
Nandi Village is available at Amazon, and on online sites.

fanatics, right wing extremists, and dictatorships, has taken
root in the past in the world, and continue into the present.
History is repeating itself.
The recent French elections with the rise in support of a
Putin disciple, Marine Le Pen, has thrown that democracy into
a spin, jolting all of Europe, NATO, and the Western world.
Trump’s open support for Putin, and behind-the-scenes
activities with the Russian dictator are possibly treasonous,
leading to continuing attacks on the government and the rule
of law in America. Brainwashed followers,
with Trump’s support and blessings,
are determined to disrupt and destroy
democracy in that country. Never, in recent
history, has the ‘United States’ been more
divided.
The attack of the Truckers Convoy in
the city of Ottawa is a prime example of
the growing spread of evil we face in Canada. More convoys
are reportedly being planned. Their leaders and others are yet
to face the full effects of the law, and for their activities. They
have been encouraged by financial and bodily support from
like-minded cohorts in the US and beyond. They also have
their cadre support in Canada from relatives, neighbours,
racists, radicalised extremist right wing groups, and the
misguided at large. This “madness” as the former police chief
of Ottawa called it, is growing right under our noses. To
make matters worse, a number of Conservative politicians
and leaders in the federal government are showing more than
tacit support to these treasonous agitators and activists! They
are trying to garner support wherever they can. The Liberal
government itself seems to have been taken off guard.
In our history in Canada, over the past 75 years, there have
been a number of minority governments, both Liberal and
Conservative.
Under the Liberal minority government of Lester Pearson,
legislations have been passed that have made Canada a most
desired country to live in. These include the Canada Pension
Plan, the foundations of national Medicare, the Guaranteed
Income Supplement, the Canada Student Loan Plan, the Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, and a points
based immigration system.
The latter replaced a flawed, unfair, and racially biased

system, existing previously. Many of Canada’s current people
of colour and others from poor countries benefitted from the
change.
This philosophy was strengthened by incoming liberal
Prime Ministers of Canada, including Pierre Trudeau, father of
Justin Trudeau, the present Prime Minister, and other Liberal
leaders.
A vast majority of Canadians,, including myself, have
benefited from the above legislations for many years, and
continue to do so!
The present Canadian Parliament with a Liberal/NDP
coalition, in looking towards the future, can solidify federal
funding for childcare, implement dental care, and advance
a national climate policy as a result of climate change. This
would benefit many Canadians from all walks of life.
As Canadians, whatever their political affiliations wake
up in the morning, they should bless themselves that they
live in Canada. Instead of marching on the country’s capital,
threatening the Prime Minister with death threats, attacking
the police and law abiding citizens who try to get to their daily
jobs, attacking nurses, doctors and hospital workers, who save
lives including their own, and closing borders, they should
help the country to grow and progress.
Instead of spreading lies, damned lies, and nothing but
lies as Trumpism dictates, they should form a constructive
Conservative party, as has existed at times in the past in
Canada. This could bring constructive change in areas that
need change.
The bitterness and divisions that exist in the political arena
at present are toxic, to say the least. We can do much better
than that.
Common sense dictates that a fractured country is not to
our benefit: be it Conservative, Liberal, or otherwise. Let us
enjoy the benefits that we have worked for.
The ‘dissenters’ will always be among us. Let us examine the
Liberal legacy in liberal democracies in Canada and elsewhere.
It has stood the test of time.
What are the alternatives? The legacy of an alternative like
Putin’s Russia or Trump’s America is truly chilling! ‘Not on our
watch!’ law abiding Canadians are saying. We must be vigilant.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
to you...

Not on our watch! We must defend our liberal democracy

A

s we make decisions on voting, we have a choice in
a liberal democracy like Canada, to choose the type
of government we would like. Little do we realise the
blessings of our liberal democracy.
Unfortunately, this is not possible in many parts of the
world where despots and dictatorships have a stranglehold
on freedom and a lawful society. Poverty and despair are
widespread. The threats to disrupt and usurp our democracy
in Canada are a cancerous growth, becoming more apparent
within the body politic.
To continue with progressive policies,
two of our political parties, the minority
Bernard
Liberal government and the New Democrats
Heydorn
have joined forces, purportedly till 2025,
and the next general elections. Looking
at Liberal coalitions over the years, or a
minority Liberal government in power, the
results can be quite revealing.
The benefits to all Canadians by various governments
across the spectrum are such that Canada has repeatedly
performed as one of the best countries in the world to live in.
The freedoms that we enjoy, the plurality of our citizenship,
the rainbow coalitions, the benefits of our natural resources,
the many blessings and stability in an increasingly unstable
world have been guided by a liberal democracy. We earned
our stripes as a prominent leader and world peacekeeper since
World War II. Liberal governments have more than led the
way.
The rise and growth of dictators – ‘strongmen’ like Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin, the Chinese President, Xi Jinping,
and the North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un, to name a
few have flexed their muscles in no uncertain manner. The
unprovoked Putin attack and brutality in Ukraine are prime
examples to the world.
The presence of Donald Trump, the disgraced past president
in the US and his illegal and alleged criminal practices, which
have gone unpunished so far, have diminished and divided that
world power in no uncertain manner.
The spread of disturbance and division from our next
door neighbour and biggest trading partner have crossed our
borders. Our peace and prosperity are being tested.
The gospel of psychopaths, sociopaths, racists, religious
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Owner ruffled over cruel responses to pet ad
3 p.m. A frantic search
Port-of-Spain – An
for the missing pet did
ad on Facebook for a lost
not even turn up a single
pet left a Sangre Grande
feather, she lamented.
woman despairing over
“Even if she is not alive,
human nature following
I still want her,” Khan told
cruel and unempathetic
Newsday.
responses from many
Khan was infected with
Trinidad and Tobago
Covid-19 just over a year
nationals.
ago.
Posting a lost pet in ad
“While I was recovering
in her Facebook account,
from Covid-19, I wanted
Sherris Khan also offered
to take care of something,
a (TT) $500 reward for the
so I bought a baby chick,”
safe return of her pet chickshe said.
en, Peep.
A (TT) $25 investment,
Instead of receiving help
Peep soon became a conto locate Peep, a source of
stant companion. The
her emotional support as
chick would perch on her
she recovers from Covidshoulder like a parrot, and
19, Khan told Newsday last
wipe her feet on a mop
week she was bombarded
before entering the house,
with unwanted relationship
Khan recalled.
proposals, ridiculed, and
Khan said the chicken
castigated by many unkind
made her “feel whole”, and
people.
gave her a purpose in life
While Khan said despite
following her debilitating
knowing that posting the
brush with Covid-19.
ad, and offering a reward
Peep the chicken missing since April 24
Peep had a diet of waterfor her pet chicken, would
elicit some humour from a section of the community, she was melon, tomatoes, cabbage, ramen, bread, and chicken feed; and
quite unprepared for the depth of ridicule and spite from some a fondness for cheese, Khan revealed. Also, the chicken was
house-trained, and avoided the tropical heat by lounging inside
of the responders.
Worse, some of the callers even tried to start a relationship in air-conditioned comfort, or having an oscillating fan ruffle
her feathers.
with her, she said.
Additionally, Khan said Peep did not enjoy the tropical, hot
However, there were a few nationals who genuinely reached
out with empathy, and others told her they would pray for her sun, and established a territorial boundary on one of the sofas,
pet’s safe return. But a significant number told her to move on as where she watched television with the rest of the family.
During her true chicken moments, Khan said Peep did her
they believed Peep had already been “curried and eaten”.
Said Khan: “Everybody on social media does just take every- hunting and pecking beneath a pomerac tree in the family’s
thing for a joke. [Also, some] people love materialistic things, backyard, seeking out her favourite morsels of crickets, or bathand they don’t how to value life. I’m not looking for attention or ing in the sand while gossiping with Springs and Browns. Warm
baths twice a week removed the accumulated sand and dirt,
fame, I just want my chicken back.”
Khan said her mother had initially been skeptical about Khan said.
Moving forward with her loss, Khan said she will keep tryusing social media to search for her lost pet; however, she
relented, saying that “the person who took Peep will realise just ing to locate her missing pet. She is hoping to either have Peep
returned, with the reward paid, no questions asked; or at least
how much that chicken is of value to me”.
The nightmarish response also came as a shock to her wants to know what happened to her beloved pet for closure.
And she does not plan making a report to the police about
mother, Khan said.
Peep went missing on April 24, Khan said. The chicken was her missing pet; not after the painful responses she received follet out of the house to mingle with Springs and Browns, two lowing her Facebook ad.
“[The police] will not take me seriously,” a solemn, mournful
other layers and companions.
According to Khan, Peep went missing between noon and Khan said.

Gonzales rejects UNC’s blackout sabotage claim

Port-of-Spain – Allegations by the UNC that the nationwide blackout on February 16 was caused by the government’s
incompetence and by sabotage were strongly rejected last week
by Public Utilities Minister Marvin Gonzales.
The claims were made by the UNC’s Princes Town MP Barry
Padarath. Gonzales said Padarath’s allegations were “absolute
hogwash” he added that the claims were “bereft of any iota of
truth, and typical of the UNC’s slanderous behaviour”.
Gonzales said the Cabinetappointed committee to investigate the blackout, which was
laid in Parliament on April 29,
“debunked all the lies and spin
that the UNC was attempting
to play on the citizens”.
The report attributed the
blackout to a large fungusinfected Palmiste tree falling
on a 12KV line, which then
fell on a 220KV line.
Quoting from the report
Barry Padarath
while speaking in Parliament last week, Gonzales said the committee did not find any evidence of sabotage as a reason for the
blackout.
Gonzales said the committee identified several weaknesses in
the management of the response.
These weaknesses included “ineffective communication with
the public, with heavy reliance on the Internet and social media,
which was negatively impacted by the blackout; the absence
of the involvement of the Office of Disaster Preparedness and
Management; the lack of a systematic approach in the restoration process, which led to many unforced errors in the reenergisation process”.
One of the committee’s key recommendations to improve
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security, reliability and efficiency of the transmission grid is the
construction of another 220 KV circuit from the Union substation to the Gandhi sub-station.
Said Gonzales: “The construction of this second line is
already at an advanced stage with completion scheduled for the
first quarter of fiscal 2023.”
However, Padarath alleged the blackout was not as was being
described, which was “an act of God”.
“This is an act of incompetence. The report confirms
there was massive sabotage.
It exposes the real saboteurs.
The report when we look at it,
appears to be incomplete or a
cover-up,” he said.
According to Paradath,
the ODPM was not responsible for what happened after
the blackout. Padarath wondered why no ad hoc Cabinet
committee was formed on
Marvin Gonzales
February 16 to coordinate efforts to restore power.
He said such a committee was formed in 2013 when there
was a similar nationwide blackout.
The report said the ODPM last conducted a disaster vulnerability assessment in 2014, which did not deal with power
outages.
In a statement, the new National Transformation Alliance,
led by former Police Commissioner Gary Griffith, said the
report underscored the need for a National Operations Centre.
While not satisfied with the entire report, the NTA hoped it
“will serve to be the infrastructure on which improvements, in
the delivery of service, is built upon, in preparation for the next
natural disaster or major incident”.

British High Commissioner Harriet Cross (left) &
Planning & Development Minister Pennelope Beckles

T&T’s renewable energy thrust
set to take a turn for the better

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s renewable energy
thrust is set take a turn for the better since it is well-positioned
to receive financial, legislative and technical support from the
British High Commission for the establishment of wind farms,
the Ministry of Planning and Development said last week.
This was revealed by the Planning and Development ministry during a recent courtesy visit by British High Commissioner
to Trinidad and Tobago, Harriet Cross, who met with Planning
and Development Minister Pennelope Beckles.
According to the ministry, during the visit Cross emphasised
the Commission’s priorities in Trinidad and Tobago, which
include energy, climate change, health, security, gender equality,
combatting gender based-violence, and trade.
Cross noted that the UK was considered a global leader
in wind energy, with more installed capacity than any other
country.
“As such, the British government is ready to partner with
the government of Trinidad and Tobago to execute wind power
assessments, provide legislative support for the integration of
renewable energy into the grid and remotely, as well as the provision of technical training and equipment,” the ministry said.
Additionally, the ministry said Beckles highlighted that the
government has been working towards achieving the National
Determined Contributions under the Paris Agreement to reduce
gas emissions by encouraging the use of electric vehicles, and by
the introduction of renewable energy sources.
“The Planning and Development Minister also noted that the
North Coast could be an ideal location for wind power assessments,” the ministry said.
According to the ministry, the discussions between the
minister and the British High Commissioner also focused on
developing curricula for retraining, re-schooling, retooling,
and reskilling the workforce for implementation of the Just
Transition of the Workforce Policy.
“Technical maintenance for electric vehicles as part of the
implementation of the e-mobility policy, and facilitation of
energy transition to low carbon, and climate resilient development were also discussed as areas of cooperation.”
Additionally, “Proposals were also made for the establishment of solar-powered fast-charging stations for electric
vehicles in remote areas, as part of the sustainable and absolute
emissions-free transport, and to facilitate consumer confidence
in uptake of the technology,” the ministry said.

Griffith starts political party

Port-of-Spain — Former Commissioner of Police Gary
Griffith last week announced the start of his National
Transformation Alliance, the nation’s latest political party.
He made the announcement via an Instagram post, and
called on nationals to become registered supporters of the NTA.
“A key constant in my life is that of service to my country
and my people,” Griffith said. “Being of service has always been
a bridge to the light for me, and after engaging in numerous
conversations, listening to many perspectives, and reading your
countless contributions, I am, more than ever, committed to the
mission of improving our country through transformation and
continued national service this time through the [NTA].”
According to Griffith, the nation has noble, progressive
visionary, hard-working citizens who desire to fulfil Trinidad
and Tobago’s motto: “Together we aspire, together we achieve”.
Consequently, he extended the invitation to nationals to register
their interest by assembling under the banner of the NTA.
The NTA was the start of the process of national transformation, he said.
“For those who share similar views that our nation requires
immediate and urgent transformation, this is your bridge to that
lighthouse,” he said.
The NTA’s symbol is a lighthouse over an image of people
holding hands.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Antoine named
UWI Principal

Henderson now
heads the TTOC

Port-of-Spain – The UWI has announced
the appointment of Professor Rose-Marie Belle
Antoine as the new principal of the university’s
St Augustine campus. The decision sees the
first woman holding the post, and was made
during the UWI’s University Council meeting
late last month.
Antoine is a Cambridge and Oxford scholar,
with a doctorate from Oxford University in offshore financial law. She started at the UWI as a
temporary law lecturer at the Cave Hill campus
in 1989, becoming a lecturer in 1991.
Since then, she has served in several highranking positions at the UWI, including Law
Faculty Dean and Pro Vice-chancellor of the
Board for Graduate Studies and Research.
During her time as Law Faculty Dean,
Antoine was instrumental in creating the
Makandal Daaga Scholarship, an equal-opportunity scholarship to support outstanding law
students both in and out of the classroom.
Antoine told the Trinidad and Tobago
media she preferred to comment later on her
historic appointment, while noting the incumbent, Professor Brian Copeland, remains in
the role.
Her appointment to the new role becomes
effective on August 1.
However, senior lecturer at the UWI’s
Institute for Gender and Development Studies,
Dr Gabrielle Hosein, said Antoine’s appointment was a step in the right direction.
“Over the last decades, there has been a slow
erosion of male dominance in UWI’s administrative hierarchy, and… Antoine’s appointment
as principal is another, significant crack in that
old glass ceiling following a number of women,
such as Professor Rhoda Reddock, holding the
post of deputy principal.”
Pointing out Antoine has been an ally of
the IGDS, Hosein said she has an excellent
track record of inclusive leadership, with the
unwavering support of human rights and social
justice efforts relating to LGBTI non-discrimination, administrative and carceral injustice,
marijuana decriminalisation, and rights for
people with disabilities.
“We welcome a UWI principal with such an
outstanding record of challenging inequity and

Port-of-Spain – In an historic move
last weekend, sport administrator Diane
Henderson became the first woman to head
Trinidad and Tobago’s Olympic Committee.
She is now the organisation’s 11th president.
“I really appreciate all of the comments I am
getting where it concerns being the first female
president of the TTOC. It is an historic occasion,” Henderson said.
Henderson said the TTOC’s immediate
focus will be the June 29-July 3 Caribbean
Games and the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham that starts towards the end of July.
Henderson won by a margin of 24 votes to
ten over the other contender Rowena Williams
– with 70 percent of the vote.
Henderson has contributed to sports governance, athlete welfare, strategic planning, and
sports mediation. As chair of the Women In
Sport Commission, she has been a key proponent for the continued push for Education in
Sport in Trinidad and Tobago.
She also has a demonstrated history of
working in sports management, being the first
female on the executive board of the National
Association of Athletics Administrations of
Trinidad and Tobago.
Henderson has also been an integral member of several aspects of development at the
TTOC.
She is also the current chairperson of the
Trinidad and Tobago Marathon Committee,
where she has been responsible for the final

Rose-Marie Belle Antoine
exclusion and their intersections with patriarchal and other inequities. We are confident
about her capacity to inspire and to draw the
resources of the region toward strengthening
the UWI and its capacity to transform the
region,” Hosein declared.
Outside of her work with the UWI, Antoine
has served as president of the Organization of
American States Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, where she has also been the
rapporteur for Persons of African Descent and
rapporteur for Indigenous Peoples.
As chairman of Caricom’s marijuana commission, Antoine has been an advocate for the
decriminalisation of marijuana and the creation of a sustainable cannabis industry.
She also currently serves as president of the
Family Planning Association.
The FPA’s executive director Ava Rampersad
described Antoine as a down-to-earth, committed leader who is particularly passionate
about the development of young people.
Said Rampersad: “She is firm when she
needs to be firm, she is very innovative and
open to ideas. Once you are able to approach
her from a perspective of coming with your
evidence to say something, she would definitely
support you.”
She said Antoine is someone who operates
from a place of integrity.
“It is no surprise someone with that calibre
would be appointed as the principal of the
UWI. We at the association are very proud of
her. We are honoured by her accolades, and
we continue to support her in her endeavours.”

Port-of-Spain – The Privy Council reserved
its ruling last week in the appeal filed by
former government minister and FIFA vicepresident Jack Warner over the initiation of
extradition proceedings to the US.
Lords Hodge, Briggs, Hamblem, Burrows,
and Sir Declan Morgan reserved their decision
following the completion of closing submissions by attorneys for Warner as well as the
State of Trinidad and Tobago.

Port-of-Spain – An “Act of
God” triggered the island-wide
electricity fail that plunged
Trinidad and Tobago deep
into a nationwide blackout on
February 16, a government
investigation has found.
The event occurred after
21.64-metre-tall fungal-infected
Palmiste tree in the vicinity of
Grants Trace Extension Road in
the Rousillac area fell, hitting a
high-voltage transmission line.
The fallen tree then triggered
a cascading series of failures
that led to the nationwide system going down, the investigation found.
It was also found that during
the time when electricity was
Nationals sit in the dark in T&T on February
lost for over 12 hours, there
was a remarkable failure in information shar- ernment to investigate the circumstances that
ing. As the report noted, none of the agencies led to the power supply and leadership crisis.
The Report was tabled in the House of
involved, including the Trinidad and Tobago
Electricity Commission, Independent Power Representatives last week by Public Utilities
Producers, the Office of Disaster Preparedness Minister Marvin Gonzales.
While the report was particularly critical of
and Management, and law enforcement took
the “absence of the ODPM”, at the same time
up the role of leadership.
Instead of taking charge, particularly with the committee praised the TTPS.
“Despite the lack of effective communicarespect to the provision of pertinent and timely information to a concerned public, these tion to all stakeholders, the protective services took the initiative to trigger a creditable
organisations dropped the ball.
These were among the findings of the three- response, and should be commended for so
member committee later appointed by the gov- doing... There was no evidence that ‘crimi-

nal’ elements were able to take
advantage of the situation,” the
report stated.
However, the committee
noted it was evident that none of
the agencies ever contemplated
a total power failure as one of
the many national disasters that
could occur, and for which they
needed to be prepared.
“If they did, they would have
known that the Internet would
have been lost and hence using
Internet-enabled communications should not be the primary
communication medium... Also,
a sizeable percentage of the public do not use these social apps.
No one even thought about FM
radio. Everyone uses radio, yet
16
radio reports were not the chosen medium,” it stated.
It also stressed that once the blackout happened, no single person took on the role
of Incident Commander, and with it overall
authority, along with detailed knowledge of a
path to the restoration of electricity.
“The committee noted that the particular
incident presented an ideal opportunity for the
various security agencies to take the mantle
of leadership during a critical incident, but
instead they were ball watching to see if anyone else would take the catch; and in the end,
dropped the ball entirely,” the report stated.

Privy Council reserves judgement
on Warner US extradition appeal

Palmiste tree takes the fall for nationwide blackout
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Diane Henderson
decision-making on event coordination, developing race portals, social media upkeep, website coordination, and private sector fundraising.
As the TTOC also noted, Henderson has
four decades of proven leadership at both
Colfire and Angostura, “where she left a legacy of health and wellness in their respective
industries”.
Henderson will also serve as president of the
Trinidad and Tobago Commonwealth Games
Association, and the Trinidad and Tobago
Sand and Beach Games Association.
She thank the general council for entrusting
her with leading the TTOC.
“I am stoked and thrilled in demonstrating
my leadership abilities to carry the organisation into the new world of sport, innovation,
and commercialism,” she said.
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Warner is challenging the process by which
the extradition proceedings against him are
being carried out. He is attempting to have the
court quash the Authority to Proceed, which
was signed by former Attorney General Faris
Al-Rawi in September 2015. Al-Rawi made the
move after the US made a request for Warner’s
extradition in May that year.
Warner is contending Trinidad and Tobago’s
extradition treaty with the US contradicted the Extradition
(Commonwealth and
Foreign Territories)
Act. Also, that in
passing the Act,
Parliament afforded
citizens certain protections that were
ignored by the international treaty.
Another argument
Jack Warner
was that Warner was
not given the opportunity by the Attorney
General to make representations before
Al-Rawi signed off on the ATP.
In Trinidad and Tobago’s local Appeal
Court, Warner's challenge was dismissed in
June 2019 by a three-judge panel comprising
Justices Gregory Smith, Prakash Moosai, and
Andre Des Vignes.
The justices had upheld the ruling of thenHigh Court judge James Aboud, who had
previously dismissed Warner’s application for
judicial review. The judges stated the extradition treaty had not been shown to lack conformity with the Act, and there was no merit in
Warner's case.
“Therefore, the pending extradition proceedings in respect of the appellant before the
magistrate are valid,” the judges stated.
The judges further stated that “there was no
denial of justice in the issuance of the ATP by
the Attorney General”.
Warner is wanted in the US for allegedly
committing a series of fraud-related offences
during his tenure as vice-president of the
world’s football governing body.

BOLLYWOOD

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Resonant hum remains despite S-J split

M

usic directors Shankar-Jaiskishan enjoyed supreme
Lata Mangeshkar. However, Jaikishan stuck to Lata for his
domination over the Hindi film industry with their
compositions.
melodious compositions from 1949 till 1971. Their
They even started taking individual contracts for films,
tragic split in the 1960s might have put an end to film music’s
though every such film continued to show them together
most glorious era, but we’re still humming.
as the composers. Mohammad Rafi intervened at one point
Shankar Jaikishan started out together at Mumbai’s Prithvi
to help them settle their differences, but cracks in their
Theatre, and their first big break came around thanks to Raj
relationship remained.
Kapoor’s Barsaat in 1949. Often referred to as the ‘RamJaikishan was a genius when it came to handling singers,
Lakshman’ jodi, the
musicians, and
two hit it off the very
background scores.
first time they met.
He made sure every
While Shankar played
musician received
the tabla, Jaikishan
remuneration on time.
had a firm hold on the
The prelude to Aa
harmonium.
gale lag ja by Rafi goes
Though Ram
on for five minutes, the
Ganguly had composed
longest in the history
memorable tunes for
of Indian film music.
RK Film’s Aag (1948),
Jaikishan made great
Raj Kapoor opted for
use of horns, guitars,
the new composer
drums, and the piano
duo in Barsaat. The
in the orchestra.
film’s songs, such as
He also knew about
Barsaat mein humse
the tantrums Lata
mile, Patli kamar
Mangeshkar threw at
hai, and Chhod gaye
times. He controlled
balam, were super hits.
her well, and at the
Jaikishan composed
Shankar (l-r) with singers Sharda, Lata Mangeshkar, Mohammad recording of Aa ab laut
the brilliant RK theme,
ke chale, in which he
Rafi, & Jaikishan
inspired by the eternal Western classical The Blue Danube.
used a huge number of musicians, the violinists and cellists
Director Mehboob Khan confessed that Naushad’s excellent
played enthusiastically at the recording of the song at RK
compositions in his Andaz (1949) were literally blown away by
Studio, and then on the adjacent street in Chembur throughout
the eternal melodies of Barsaat.
the night.
S-J’s core team
Jaikishan was
included stalwarts
an expert in Indian
like lyricists
and Western
Shailendra and
classical music,
Hasrat Jaipuri,
besides folk, jazz,
along with
and pop music. He
playback singers
openly admitted
Mohammed Rafi,
that the title music
Lata Mangeshkar,
of the charade in
and Manna Dey.
Gumnaam hai koi
The famous
was influenced by
jodi also used
Somewhere My love
Mukesh’s golden
(Doctor Zhivago) in
voice for all of Raj
the piano counters
Kapoor’s on-screen
of Dost Dost Na
performances. The Moscow Olympics (1980) opened to S-J’s Mera Joota Hai Japani from Raha and Beatles
Shree 420, with Raj Kapoor doing a Charlie Chaplin imitation
music maestros
in Dekho Ab To.
were considered to be the kingpins of his iconic banner RK
Not imitating blindly, he gave his own Indian touch to
Films.
Western influences. He was the musical soul of Raj Kapoor,
Shankar-Jaikishan’s compositions broke new ground in
Rajendra, and Shammi Kapoor.
Hindi film music. They were the pioneers in establishing the
Shankar-Jaikishan gave some evergreen songs for Dilip
role of the orchestra in song compositions as a medium to
Kumar, Dev Anand, Manoj Kumar, and Rajesh Khanna.
express and enhance the meanings and feelings of songs, rather
Even the Olympics in the USSR (1980) kick-started with
than using it just as a filler, as was the the prevalent practice
their Mera joota jai Japani from the film Shree 420. The best of
before they took over.
Suman Kalyanpur was extracted by Shankar-Jaikishan.
Even though they always worked as a team, Shankar
During their heyday, and even towards the later part of
and Jaikishan often composed their songs separately. While
their career, S-J were the highest paid music directors in the
Shankar liked to work with Shailendra, Jaikishan preferred to
industry.
sit over lyrics with Hasrat Jaipuri.
Barring a few exceptions, they were paid more than the
Between the two, Shankar, the senior partner would usually
leading actors of the time, and the promotional material
arrange the orchestra, even for Jaikishan’s songs. They had a
of their films gave them more prominence than any other
gentleman’s agreement between them, one they honoured till
member of the crew. A sign that they were nothing less than
the very end, that of never identifying the actual composer of
kings.
the song.
But after their tragic split, Jaikishan took to heavy drinking
In fact, it has been a popular pastime for their fans to try
and passed away in 1971 due to liver cirrhosis. Bollywood
and distinguish a Shankar song from a Jaikishan number.
turned up in big numbers to say goodbye.
They won nine Filmfare awards during the span of their
Jaikishan’s departure created a vacuum yet to be fulfilled.
reign. The last three awards were won in succession, and made R.D. Burman dedicated his memorable songs Gulabi aankhen
S-J the industry’s first composers to score a hat trick. Their
and Raton ka raja to one of his idols, ‘King’ Jaikishan.
greatest accomplishments are films like Chori Chori (1957),
After losing his partner, Shankar carried on with
Anari (1960), Dil Apna Aur Preet Parai (1960), Suraj (1967),
the Shankar-Jaikishan banner alone, as per the mutual
Mera Naam Joker (1972), and Be-imaan (1972).
understanding they had during their years together, that in
Shankar-Jaikishan also topped the Binaca Geetmala, the
case one of them passes on, the surviving partner will continue
legendary radio countdown of Hindi film music, on six
to work with the team name.
occasions. Their record was later equaled only by Laxmikant
But as the lone warrior, he couldn’t create the same magic
Pyarelal.
ever again.
In a signed article published in Filmfare, Jaikishan spoke
Shankar passed away on April 26, 1987. His death received
about the popular song Yeh Mera Prem Patra Padh Kar
nominal media coverage, and his funeral was attended only
(Sangam) as ‘his’ composition. This led to an intense bitterness by his family and a few friends. The film industry was hardly
between the partners. Shankar considered it to be a violation
represented at his funeral. Even Raj Kapoor did not attend.
of the unwritten agreement between them.
But with their music, timeless and unfading as it is, Shankar
Around the same time, Shankar gave Sharda a break, and
Jaikishan live on, as inseparable in life and music, as they are
started promoting her as the new singing sensation, over
in death.
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Dharmendra

Dharmendra back home,
tells fans he is doing fine

V

eteran actor Dharmendra has returned home after
recovering at the hospital. He posted a video on his
social media for his fans and well-wishers to show that
he is doing fine now.
In the video, he said, “Don't overdo anything. I did it and
I suffered. I had a big muscle pull at the back and had to visit
the hospital for the same. Had a tough time over there for a
few days. Anyways, I am back with your good wishes and his
blessings. So, don’t worry. Now, I will be very careful. Love you
all.”
Meanwhile, on the work front, Dharmendra will next
feature in the sequel of Apne. With this, he will be reuniting
with sons Sunny Deol and Bobby Deol on screen. Reportedly,
the film will also feature Dharmendra’s grandson Karan Deol.
Apart from Apne 2, the veteran star will also feature in
Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani starring Ranveer Singh and
Alia Bhatt.

The late Rishi Kapoor, wife Neetu, & son Ranbir

Wife Neetu Kapoor talks
about life without Rishi

L

egendary actor Rishi Kapoor took his last breath on
April 30, 2020, after a long battle with cancer. On his
second death anniversary, wife Neetu Kapoor shared a
post from the reality TV show where she talked about Rishi Ji.
She captioned the post, “Today is two years since Rishi Ji
left us… losing a partner of 45 years was difficult and painful
at that time the only way to heal my heart was to keep myself
mentally occupied ... Movie and television helped me achieve
that Rishiji will always be remembered and will stay in
everyone’s heart forever.”
Now, during an interaction with News 18, the veteran
actress talked about her husband’s demise. Not a single day has
gone by that her family doesn’t think of the late legend. She
also stated that the first six months were really difficult.
Neetu added that though they have moved on, they still
remember him every day.
Talking about their son Ranbir Kapoor, Neetu shared that
the Tamasha actor misses his father a lot. She went on to say
that Ranbir still has a picture of Rishi as on the homescreen on
his phone.
Neetu also stated that some days she sees tears in Ranbir’s
eyes, but the actor stays strong.
Meanwhile, on the work front, Neetu will next feature in Raj
Mehta’s Jug Jugg Jeeyo co-starring Varun Dhawan, Anil Kapoor,
and Kiara Advani.
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Siddharth unhappy with
‘Pan-Indian’ designation

I

ndian cinema is undoubtedly witnessing a new wave where
regional films are catering to a national audience with
blockbusters like Pushpa: The Rise, and RRR.
Streaming platforms have also removed the language barrier
to a significant extent. These regional movies, which are being
released in multiple languages for a larger audience, have been
dubbed Pan-India films.
While most seem
to think of this as a
compliment to regional
films, Tamil actor
Siddharth has a problem
with it.
According to
Siddharth, Pan-Indian
is a disrespectful term.
According to Siddhart, by
slotting a regional film as
a Pan-Indian film, implies
Siddharth
there is something called
an ‘Indian film’, and that comes from Bollywood.
He was miffed with Bollywood not needing a word to
qualify, but films from other regions do.
Calling this system nonsensical, Siddharth said all films are
Indian films. He also questioned why Pan-Indian was not used
even 15 years back, since there were still regional films being
made at that time that catered to everyone in the country.
“My boss Mani Ratnam made a film called Roja back in the
1990s, which everybody in India saw. Nobody said it was a
Pan-Indian film,” he said.
Hailing the success of the recent KGF: Chapter 2, Siddharth
said he was proud of the Kannada industry. It was an Indian
film made by the Kannada industry, he said.
He also appealed for the term Pan-India to not be used, and
referred to regional films as just Indian films, or the language
it is made in.
Siddharth was in the news recently for a supposedly
misogynist and disrespectful tweet directed towards ace
badminton player Saina Nehwal. After a lot of criticism from
many sectors, he finally issued an apology.

Mumtaz chose her career...

F

ormer
Bollywood
superstar and
actor Shammi Kapoor
made headlines for
both his professional
as well as personal life
back in the day. From
his bond with Nutan,
to marrying his second
wife Neela Devi out
of the blue, the senior
Kapoor was full of
surprises.
In a recent
Mumtaz & Shammi Kapoor interaction with Times
charge onto the dance floor
of India, Shammi and
Geeta Bali’s son Aditya Raj Kapoor opened up with details
about his late father, and Shammi and Geeta’s love story, as told
to him by none other than the evergreen Dev Anand.
When questioned about his father’s bond with the lovely
Nutan, Aditya said that he was aware of their relationship, but
dismissed it as something that happened before Shammi tied
the knot with Geeta Bali in 1955. He
said both of them were quite young at
the time and a relationship might not
have been the “right move”.
Answering the question of
Shammi’s affair with Mumtaz after
Bali’s death, Aditya said that since
they both wanted different things at
that point, it did not make sense for
them to be a couple.
He said his father was clear he
wanted someone to look after his kids.
He believed they needed a mother,
while Mumtaz was at the cusp of
making it big in the industry.
“I don’t think my father was wrong.
I don’t think Mumtaz-ji was wrong
to concentrate on her career,” said
Aditya.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

But perhaps the romantic relationship of his father, Aditya
relates fondly, is the one that took place between his mother
and father.
Aditya even revealed that it was the superstar Dev Anand
who told him about their love story and its beginnings.
He said Dev Anand told him that Shammi will land up on
the set of Baazi (featuring Dev Anand and Geeta Bali) and
disturb him because he wanted to take Geeta away.
But after Bali’s untimely passing, Kapoor decided to marry
again, this time to Neela Devi. And he decided not to tell his
family until he had tied the knot and come home with his new
bride.
Aditya said they were not told about the wedding to Neela
Devi. He was 13, and met her after the nuptials were over.
Aditya Raj Kapoor also revealed another unique thing about
his second mother, calling her “compassionate”.
“She decided to not have any children of her own. How
many women would do that? And, to look after a crazy guy
like Shammi Kapoor and his two kids wasn’t easy, I bet!”
Aditya Kapoor concluded, while reaffirming his love for Devi.
Shammi Kapoor and Geeta Bali had tied the knot in 1955;
their marriage ended with Bali’s untimely death in 1965.
Kapoor then went on to marry Neela Devi in 1969.

Aditya with dad, Shammi Kapoor

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre
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Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Grave: CWI looking to dig itself out of deficit

A

“record year” of revenues can transform Cricket West Indies’ finances
that have been impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic, and return the organisation to sustainability, Chief Executive Officer
Johnny Grave told the Starcom Radio’s Mason
and Guest cricket show in Barbados last week.
As the Caribbean Media Corporation
reported afterwards, Grave pointed to major
money-spinning home tours, along with disbursements from the International Cricket
Council, saying CWI could end up with a
major surplus this year.
This surplus would go towards wiping out
deficits incurred due to the last two years during the global pandemic, he said.
Also, barring any hiccups, he noted this
year could be the first of three straight years of
robust revenues for the CWI.
“I think if we have a very good year this
year, and everything goes to plan, potentially
by the end of this year we could be looking to
get back to that par score. And if not, very soon
after,” he said.
Additionally, “We’re focussed very much
now on delivering a record year of revenues
to the organisation, and more importantly, a
record surplus that would lead to reversing

the majority of the deficit we’ve built up during this very difficult two-year period under
Covid-19.”
Grave also said 2023 was looking like a
good year with the upcoming international
home series. He said next year would also be a
bumper year for the ICC, with the final year of
their current commercial cycle ending with the
50-over World Cup.
This is the CWI’s biggest economicallygenerating event, which will take place in the
biggest market that is India, he stated.
“[Next year] will be a very big year for the
ICC,” Grave said.
Additionally, “[It will be] a record year, and
therefore, good for us in terms of record distributions, coinciding with a strong Future Tours
programme for the men’s team. With the news
that we’re hosting the men’s T20 World Cup in
2024, there’s a good and strong year forecast
then. So all being well – touch wood – we’ll
have three very strong years, and massively
repair the balance sheet, and get the organisation completely back on track from a financial
perspective.”
CWI’s income vanished in 2020 at the height
of the pandemic, with the organisation forced
to scrap all its revenue-generating home tours

after international travel slowed in the wake of
the global government-enforced lockdowns.
As a result, CWI was forced to announce
major cuts, among them slashing salaries by 50
percent, and reducing all cricket-related funding across the region.
Tours of the region last year by Sri Lanka,
South Africa, Australia and Pakistan marked a
return to normalcy.
However, it was the much-vaunted England
red and white ball tours this year played before
packed stadiums in the Caribbean that proved
a major boost for CWI.
Grave said powerhouse India’s arrival in the
Caribbean later this year would also add to the
financial recovery.
Stated Grave: “In terms of [CWI revenues],
it is very simple. The tours are India and
England, so we’re hoping that India coming in
August of this year will be a massive boost, and
will allow us on the back of that England tour,
both in T20s and Tests, to have a record year
from a financial perspective. We’re also hoping
to welcome back India for Test matches and
white-ball cricket in 2023. So, it should also be
a very strong year.”
Grave said with two World Cups, the T20
showpiece in Australia this October, along

Johnny Grave
with next year’s 50-over version in India, the
ICC would also enjoy an uptick in finances that
would redound to CWI’s benefit.
“We’re hoping for as much as (US) $10 million more in 2023, compared to the previous
years,” he said.
He added, “We may not get the money
immediately because it might flow into the
next financial year in terms of receiving the
cash, but in terms of actual sums, that’s what
we’re looking at for in 2023… which will be
well needed [for] repairing our balance sheet.”

Kieron Pollard
Cup title in 2012.
In 2021, he etched his name in the history
books when he became the first West Indian,
and fourth cricketer, to hit six sixes in an over
in an international game. He accomplished
the feat during a T20 International against Sri
Lanka in 2021.
In announcing his retirement on social
media, Pollard expressed gratitude to “the various selectors, management teams and in particular, coach Phil Simmons, for seeing potential in me, and for the faith they steadfastly had
in me throughout my career”.
Meanwhile, chief executive officer of Cricket
West Indies, Johnny Grave, said last week a
decision is expected within weeks on who
will captain the white-ball team ahead of the
upcoming T20 World Cup.
At the time, Grave was speaking on the
Mason and Guest cricket radio show in
Barbados.
“Don't anticipate it lasting more than a couple of weeks. Once we’ve got that recommenda-

tion through to our board,
we’ll make the announcement immediately,” he said.
Like Simmons, Pollard’s
decision to retire also
caught him by surprise,
Grave said.
“I thought he would continue at least to the T20
World Cup in Australia.
Obviously the 50-over
game is that longer format,
and the older you get is the
more difficult it gets to play.
[It] may not have surprised
me if [Pollard had] called
it a day after the T20 World
Cup later this year,” he said.
Additionally, “…[My]
hope was that he would continue through to
that 2023 50-over World Cup and then call it a
day. But none of us can plan these things. and
the individual players know their bodies and
where their heads are at in terms of having the
energy to take the team forward with the leadership that it requires.”
Barbados-born former England batter
Roland Butcher also commended Pollard for
his decision to relinquish the captaincy.
Said Butcher: “I guess some people will feel
at this juncture with a World Cup at the end of
the year, whether he should make the decision,
but I will give him full credit for the decision
that he made in terms of announcing his retirement at this stage.”
He added, “What he has done is allow
someone the opportunity to come in and have
several months to get the team ready for the
World Cup. So really as far as that is concerned,
I think he has done a very good thing, and
should be given a lot of thanks for it.”

Simmons says to Pollard: ‘You will be missed’

I

I

Nicholas Pooran

t’s very difficult to summarise
what Polly means to me, and
what he has done for Cricket
West Indies. He’s my bigger brother;
he’s my mentor; he’s my guide. He
is the person I turn to for advice,
whether it’s cricket-related or in my
personal life. Apart from myself, I
know for a fact that he helps others in
many different ways. Polly is a man of
many great attributes, but to me he’s
kind; someone that loves to see others
achieve their full potential. He’s a man
of integrity, but most importantly, he’s
a fair person... Continue being true to
yourself; continue being a role model,
and most importantly, continue being
a fantastic human being.

K

ieron Pollard, a matchwinner, a game-changer an
entertainer, but most importantly, an overall great person on and
off the field, and for me personally,
I have to thank you for the opportunity you gave me. and the advice I’ve
gotten from you and giving me that
opportunity to go to England and
further my career. That was careerchanging for me... We’re going to miss
you in international cricket.

n his first public comment since the retirement of white ball captain Kieron Pollard, West
Indies coach Phil Simmons
told his Facebook followers he was “sad” to see the
cricketer “retire from the
maroon shirt so early”.
However,
Simmons
added, “I completely
understand”.
Pollard announced his
surprise retirement from
international cricket last
month. He led the Windies
in 63 T20s and One-Day
Internationals combined,
and won 26 of these games.
Simmons was the coach for the duration of
Pollard’s tenure, which began in 2019.
He also praised Pollard’s leadership, saying,
“Your ability to give players your backing and
trust to deliver, and your strong leadership,
both on and off the field, were a joy to work
with.”
Simmons added: “Your passion for pushing players to build on skills and knowledge
of the game and more. Your unwillingness to
settle for mediocrity was a pleasure to work
with. Your undoubted passion for the game,
and especially the maroon shirt, together with
your desire to bring success to the West Indies
cricket team, [and consequently] Cricket West
Indies, will be missed. You will be missed.”
Simmons also stressed, “Although I am saddened by your decision, I totally respect it, and
I will continue to back you through the next
challenge...”
In total, Pollard played 224 matches for the
West Indies, which includes an ICC T20 World

I

just want to say congratulations
on your international career.
You’ve been an entertainer for
many. You played the game in the
right spirit.
I’m sure many fans around the
world will miss you in maroon.
All the very best to you in your
future endeavours. I’m sure our paths
will meet in the not-too-distant future...
Continue to inspire.
Joshua Da Silva
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Stokes gets pick to fire up England

F

ollowing Joe Root pulling out from the lead, England last
month picked Ben Stokes as Test captain in a move to
light the fire under a team apparently needing leadership
to heat up its de-energised fortunes.
Root took the path into the sunset after leading England in
a record 64 Tests, the international media reported last month.
However, his continuation at the helm grew turbulent after the
team managed just one
win in the last 17 Tests.
In that downward spiral
was the 4-0 Ashes thrashing in Australia, which was
followed by the recent 1-0
series defeat in West Indies.
In another move signalling a change in the tide
of the English administration, last month also saw
the appointment of Rob
Key as managing director
of England men’s cricket.
Said Key following
Root’s pulling out: “I had
no hesitation in offering
New England captain Ben
the role of Test captain to
Ben. He epitomises the mentality and approach we want to take
this team forward into the next era of red-ball cricket.”
Now 30 years old, Stokes has played in 79 Tests for England,
scored over 5,000 runs, and taken 174 wickets.
It is an “honour” to lead the England Test side, he said.
“This is a real privilege, and I’m excited about getting started
this summer,” he added.
He also acknowledged Root’s role in his blossoming, citing
the former captain’s input as a leading figure in the England
dressing room.
“I want to thank Joe for everything he has done for English
cricket, and for always being a great ambassador for the sport all
across the world,” Stokes said.
He added, “He has been a massive part of my development as
a leader in the dressing room, and he will continue to be a key
ally for me in this role.”
Root pulled out of the captaincy saying that while he initially
considered continuing in the job, he stepped down due to the
toll the role was taking on him.
“Always got each other’s backs. Congratulations mate, I’ll be
with you every step of the way,” Root tweeted following Stokes’
appointment.
While Stokes is obviously fired up and the obvious replacement for Root, the media also reported he continues with his

battles from injuries. Along with this, the team has also expressed concern over the workload on his shoulders.
Notably, last year Stokes took an indefinite break from cricket
to focus on his mental health.
However, despite these concerns, England and Wales Cricket
Board Chief Executive Tom Harrison said he was optimistic
about the “new era” that is emerging with Stokes taking the lead.
Said Harrison, “He
cares deeply and passionately about what it means
to represent England, and
he will lead us into a new
era with great pride. It’s an
important summer for our
Test side, and Ben will…
relish the challenge before
him and his team.”
Stokes’ first excursion
with the captain’s cap will
see him in the lead in a
two-match home series in
June against New Zealand.
With the cap handed
to Stokes, it is such that
he can now toss the ball to
Stokes (left) with Joe Root
dropped pacers James Anderson and Stuart Broad, the England pair that was controversially left behind for the West Indies tour.
It was also apparent that Key could feature prominently in a
turn that would re-open the door for the anguishing fast bowlers.
“Before I was announced in this job, I rang Jimmy and Broady
and said, ‘For my money, you boys are available for selection for
the first Test of the summer’,” Key was quoted as saying by the
British Broadcasting Corporation.
He added, “That’s fine, but I’m the managing director. What
they want is the captain to go with that. One of the first things
Ben Stokes said was, ‘Jimmy and Broady are coming back’, and
I agree. It might have been a different story had we not agreed.
But it wasn’t up for debate.”
Key said the pair of pacers will be considered, “Available for
selection”, for the first Test of the summer, against New Zealand
at Lord’s on June 2.
Together, Anderson and Broad have a combined total of
1,177 Test wickets. However, both their futures on the Test team
were comprehensively yorked following England’s humiliating
4-0 Ashes loss.
It was further compounded by Root’s comments about the
“positive” team environment that the new-look squad, obviously
minus the pair, that emerged during the Caribbean tour.

Call for posthumous knighthood for Tony Cozier

A

call for Tony Cozier to be posthumously knighted was duced two Nobel laureates, outstanding statesmen, outstanding
made last month by another legendary cricket com- athletes, great cricketers.”
mentator, Joseph ‘Reds’ Perreira.
He added, “[But] in Winston Anthony Lloyd Cozier, we have
Cozier was Perreira’s colleague and friend for over four deproduced a comcades.
mentator who did
As the Barbados Today reported, Perreira made the call durtelevision,
radio,
ing the closing ceremony and presentation for the inaugural Coand wrote print for
zier and Perreira T-6 Cup, which was played last month at the
the many newspa3Ws Oval of the
pers in the world
University of the
– all in one day. As
West Indies Cave
far as I know, no
Hill Campus in
other journalist has
Barbados.
ever done that, and
“I am not
we can be extremely
pointing any finproud of Tony Cogers at any govzier.”
ernment, but I felt
According to Perin my heart that
reira, the Caribbean
when he passed
produced
many
away, he should
great
cricketers,
have died Sir
and along with this
Tony Cozier. It
achievement, a great
is not too late for
commentator also emerged,
him to receive the
who was respected throughhighest national
out the world.
award from the
Said Perreira: “The only
country of his
place that I have never gone
The late Tony Cozier, with Joe Perreira (inset)
birth,” Perreira
along with Cozier, thanks
said.
to the Caribbean Broadcasting Union, was Bangladesh. I am
Perreira is now 82 years old. His commentating voice contin- speaking from first-hand knowledge. You do not travel with a
ues to resonate throughout the Caribbean and for the diaspora man and do not recognise his talent.”
abroad. He spoke highly of his late friend Cozier, and the experiHe added, “I was very lucky to work with Tony Cozier for
ences they both shared as colleagues.
over 40 years, and his standard pushed me to work even harder
“Cozier, in my opinion, is the most outstanding cricket jour- to maintain the level that he had set. It was not just going along
nalist, as an all-rounder, that the world has ever had. We have for the ride. It made me a better commentator to work shoulder
produced many a great scholar; we as the Caribbean have pro- to shoulder with Tony Cozier.”
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Wednesday May 11, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
TBC vs TBC, 2-day Practice Match, Day 1, MA
Aziz Stadium, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 12, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
TBC vs TBC, 2-day Practice Match, Day 2,
Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Sunday May 15, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
Bangladesh vs SL, 1st Test, Day 1, Z.A.
Chowdhury Stadium, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Monday May 16, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 2,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 17, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 3,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Wednesday May 18, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 4,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 19, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 5,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Monday May 23, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 1,
Shere Bangla National Stad., Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 24, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 2,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Wednesday May 25, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 3,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 26, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 4,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Friday May 27, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 5,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 31, 2022
West Indies tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 1st ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
Thursday June 02, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 2nd ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
New Zealand tour of England, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 1,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Friday June 3, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 2,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Saturday June 04, 2022
Netherlands vs West Indies, 3rd ODI, VRA
Cricket Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 3,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Hampshire vs Sussex, South Group, The Rose
Bowl, Southampton, 07:00 PM
Sunday June 05, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 4,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Kent vs Middlesex, South Group, St Lawrence
Ground, Canterbury, 02:30 PM
Warwickshire vs Nottinghamshire, North Group,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 02:30 PM
Durham vs Northamptonshire, North Group,
Riverside Ground, Chester-le-Street, 02:30 PM
Worcestershire vs Leicestershire, North Group,
New Road, Worcester, 02:30 PM
Glamorgan vs Surrey, South Group, Sophia
Gardens, Cardiff, 02:30 PM
Monday June 06, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 5,
Lord's, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Yorkshire vs Nottinghamshire, North Group,
Headingley, Leeds, 06:30 PM
Tuesday June 07, 2022
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
SL vs Australia, 1st T20I, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 07:00 PM
Wednesday June 08, 2022
SL vs Australia, 2nd T20I, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 07:00.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000
Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke

Brampton East For Sale $899,990

Location! Location!

Location! Stunning
3 bdrm 3 bath
townhome in
prestigious Brampton
East. Main flr features:
open concept liv/din
rooms seamlessly
transition into a private b/yard. Kitchen has
upgraded quartz countertops, b/splsh & large eat-in
island. Bsmt features: 2 bdms w/full wrm & potlights
thruout. Interlocked driveway allows 3 cars to park
w/added garage access. Close to all amenities,
shopping, schools, place of worship, hwys 427/407.

Toronto For Sale $699,990

Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious 1 bed
1 bath corner suite located in the rarely available
prestigious French quarters.
Residence features a functional
open concept layout boasting
9' ceilings. Spacious living
room seamlessly transitions to
a breathtaking private balcony
overlooking quiet courtyard.
Building features world class
amenities: spectacular roof
top garden with BBQ, gym,
party room, lounge/library suites. Steps from the St
Lawrence market, distillery, and financial district.

Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan

 rtwalk Condos is a new
A
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

Angus

FOR SALE
$1,399,990

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

Narrative Condos

TAB

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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$949,000

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Starting
From

$600s*

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

