CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com

John Persaud, CEO
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A photographic exhibit,
The Art of Mas, is being
held at the Consulate
General of the Republic
of Trinidad & Tobago
in Toronto; the event
features photographs
of children participating
in Kiddies Carnival, and
are part of the artistic
work produced by
Trinidadian-Canadian
photographer,
Jenny Baboolal. The
exhibition coincided
with recent Carnival
celebrations, and
continues to August 31,
when T&T celebrates
its 60th anniversary of
Independence. In photo,
the blazing colours of
Carnival are gloriously
evident in the aptly
titled, Fire. Photo by
Jenny Baboolal.
See Page 18 for story,
and for details on how
to view, or visit, The Art
of Mas.

INSURANCE

www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Sonny Ramadhin died
on February 26 at 92. He
was born in Trinidad in
1929, was the first IndoCaribbean to represent
the region in cricket, and
contributed his spin to
help West Indies secure
their first Test series
victory in England in
1950. He will also be
remembered alongside his
spin-twin, Alf Valentine.
His ten-year international
career saw him claiming
158 wickets from 43 Tests.
Ramadhin settled in the
north-west of England
following his international
career. See page 22 for
ICW’s tribute.
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

An electrifying performance of dance & music saw the promoting of
pluralism in the arts last weekend, the event showcasing two dynamic
art forms in confluence: Kathak from North India, and Flamenco from
Southern Spain. Colours of Kathak and Flamenco was performed last
Saturday at the Spadina Theatre in Toronto, and was staged by Panwar
Music & Dance Productions & Compañía Carmen Romero. The evening
saw Hemant Panwar bringing his original music sensibilities & creative
direction to explore the cultural link & rhythmic similarities in the art
forms. In photo (from left) are Carmen Romero, & Hemant & Vaishali
Panwar. Photo by David Hou. See story on Page 14.

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions
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A big opportunity awaits! Enjoy funct. layout that
uses space for freehold townhome in rare part of
N Brampton! Features den on the grnd flr w/ beau.
French doors for 4th bdrm/office. Enjoy upgraded
kitchen with walkout to large balcony, interior
access to dble car garage, & 3 solid bedrooms.

O

Amazing Space

$799,900

S

S

O

LD

$989,700

$1,279,700

Here‘s a Hot One!

Seeing is believing. Gorgeous, well-maintained det.
home with too many feat. to name. Sun-drenched
wndws thruout, sep. lvng, dng & fam. rooms,
gleaming parquet flrs & lrg eat-in ktch. Sep. access
to bsmt w/ ktch & 2 more bdrms! No sidewalk,
extra-long drvwy. Don’t let this one get away!

Here’s a hot one! Nest. in Mississauga’s prime loc.,
enj. opn cncpt lvng & dng rm, fam rm w/ gas fpl, &
gourmet ktch. Feat. lge deck for bbqs & outd. dinns.
Primary bdr complt. private w/ own wshrms & walkin clst. Compt. loft ideal hme off. Features mutual
mn flr ldry rm w/ inter. accs to grg & sep bsmt entr.

$379,900

O
LD

$379,900

S

Can’t beat finding a condo at this price in the heart
of Etobicoke. Close to schools, transit, amenities,
and highways, this suite comes with a lovely view
of Toronto. Features laminate floors, a large open
balcony, lovely kitchen, and underground parking.
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Nestled in the Humberwood Park area, bright &
spacious 1 bdrm + den boasts fantastic, functional
layout. Beaut. serene view of lush nature. Located
next University of Guelph Humber, short walk to
multiple transit systems, nature trails & community
centres. Perfect for investors or first-time buyers.

Calling Investors
Located near Kipling and Dixon, this spacious suite
is ideal for investors, or first-time buyers. Enjoy the
city view from the open balcony. Features lovely
laminate flooring, an open concept living and
dining room, ensuite laundry, and comes with
underground parking.

$899,900

$469,900
Don’t Miss Out

Take advantage of this rare opportunity to purchase
a lovely home on a premium lot next to a quiet culde-sac. Ideal for those who love fruit trees, nature,
& value their privacy. Features internal access from
the garage, a wood-burning fireplace, laminate on
main floors, & plush carpet for cold feet.

$1,609,000

A Dream House Made Possible!

Near Transit

Fantastic Opportunity
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Look No Further!
An impressive one! Smooth, smart, & rambling
5-level back split with modern kitchen, dining room
with high ceiling, windows letting in lots of natural
bright light, & beautiful large leaded glass front
door. Principal bdrm feat. 4-piece ensuite wshrm.
Family room boasts own entrance! Won’t last long!

CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

Lata Mangeshkar’s melodies filled
Vishnu Mandir & One Love Table
when both organisations bid farewell
to ‘The Nightingale of India’ following
her death on February 6. Above,
Narendra Jailall & Habeeb Alli are
serenaded by Naz Khan during its
drive-thru dinner on February 19.
Right, twin sisters Nirvana & Shivana
Sharma from the Mississauga Ram
temple perform at Vishnu Mandir on
February 20.

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca

CDCO cites priorities for Ontario budget

Second Office Location:

Toronto — The Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario has prevalently in major construction projects, as opposed to other
outlined a number of priorities for the Progressive Conservative non-renewable materials. It can also be used for residential
government, led by Premier Doug Ford, to consider in its builds, as the Report of the Ontario Housing Affordability Task
upcoming provincial budget.
Force has noted.
Among these priorities are targeted infrastructure investSaid the CDCO: “Infrastructure investments using mass
ments as ‘Mass Timber’ building solutions, and the environ- timber building solutions will not only support immediate
mentally-friendly retrofitting of buildings.
areas where the infrastructure is being built, but also smaller
It has been an “incredibly tough year” for large and small Northern Ontario communities that harvest and manufacture
businesses, the CDCO said. Also, it particularly
timber products.”
noted that small businesses contribute healthAlso, [“Investments] in infrastructure could
ily to the fabric of communities across Canada,
also provide a much-needed boost to Ontario’s
and so there is a need to ensure its inclusion in
manufacturing sector, which provides the necthe upcoming budget to help enable a stronger,
essary machinery and materials to fabricate
post-pandemic recovery.
these timber products.”
Said the CDCO: “Although construction
Such an approach that supports a ‘Green
has numerous large firms, the vast majority
economic recovery’ in the post-Covid-19
of contractors affiliated with the Carpenters
landscape would contribute to building a symUnion would fall under the definition of small
biotic relationship between the land developbusinesses, and so the economic health of these
ment/construction industry in Ontario’s cities
types of businesses is a clear priority for both
and resource-based communities across the
our Union and its members.”
province to the benefit of all Ontarians, the
The CDCO has a membership of approxiCDCO declared.
mately 30,000 members.
Also cited as another priority area for
Consequently, the CDCO said that incluOntario’s Green economic recovery was the
Doug Ford
sion in the upcoming budget of investments
environmentally-friendly retrofitting of buildin infrastructure as a priority are crucial to a strong economic ings, which the CDCO noted was deserving of the Ontario
recovery for Ontario, and Canada as a whole.
government’s focus, support, and investment.
“In the short- to medium-term, infrastructure investments
“This type of project results in significant reduction in energy
directly create jobs and put people back
consumption, and is a cost-effective
Click here to visit the CDCO
to work, which is something that is obviand eco-friendly alternative to the
National Apprenticeship Competition
ously needed now given our, somewhat,
demolition of existing structures and
No Tax Fraud
unsteady economy. Just as importantly,
rebuilding from scratch. Retrofitting
however, if properly targeted, such investments in infrastructure can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and further
can clearly help shape Ontario’s economic direction for the lon- the de-carbonisation initiatives that have been implemented by
ger term,” the CDCO said.
the Toronto City Council (such as the TransformTO policy) and
For example, the CDCO added that targeted infrastructure in other areas of the province,” the CDCO noted.
investments can be used to support a greener economic recovCiting the retrofitting of the various “civil service blocks”
ery.
around Queen’s Park, the CDCO noted this undertaking to be
“A growing trend in the construction industry, which the an example of such initiatives in action.
[Carpenters’ Union] supports, is a push towards ‘Mass Timber’
“Providing incentives to the private sector to take similar
building solutions,” it said.
action will benefit our province in both the short- and longWhat ‘Mass Timber’ involves is the utilisation of timber more term,” it declared.

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
3
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Ottawa tables ‘ambitious’ immigration plan
Ottawa – Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship nent residents — the most immigrants in a single year. Despite
Sean Fraser last month tabled the 2022‒2024 Immigration having regained many of the jobs lost during the pandemic,
Levels Plan in a move that charts an ambitious but responsible there are still hundreds of thousands of positions in all sectors
now waiting to be filled.
path for Canadian immigration.
Immigration already accounts for almost
The plan is aimed at helping the Canadian
100 percent of labour force growth, and with
economy recover, and will fuel post-pandemic growth, while strengthening communities
five million Canadians set to retire by the end
and industries across the country that rely on
of this decade, the worker to retiree ratio will
drop down to 3:1, a clear sign that Canada has
immigration.
a strong economic need for increased immigra“Immigration has helped shape Canada into
tion.
the country it is today. From farming and fishTo ensure Canada has the workers it needs
ing to manufacturing, healthcare and the transportation sector, Canada relies on immigrants,”
to fill critical labour market gaps and support a
said Fraser.
strong economy into the future, the 2022–2024
He added, “We are focused on economic
Immigration Levels Plan aims to continue welcoming immigrants at a rate of about one perrecovery, and immigration is the key to getting
cent
percent of Canada’s population, including
there. Setting bold new immigration targets, as
Sean Fraser
outlined in the 2022-2024 Levels Plan, will fur431,645 permanent residents in 2022; 447,055
ther help bring the immeasurable contribution of immigrants to in 2023; and 451,000 in 2024. This plan builds on the previous
our communities and across all sectors of the economy.”
levels plan, with an increased focus on supporting economic
Last year, Canada welcomed more than 405,000 new perma- resurgence and post-pandemic growth.

Ontario moves to attract out-of-province workers

London – The Ontario government will introduce changes
that would help workers in over 30 in-demand professions
move to the province with their families while continuing their
careers.
If passed, then these changes would tackle Ontario’s historic
labour shortage – the largest in a generation – by ensuring outof-province workers can register in their regulated profession or
trade within 30 days.
“At a time when our government is building Ontario, it’s
never been more important that we attract more workers to fill
in-demand jobs,” said Premier Doug Ford.
He added, “To do so, we’re cutting red tape to make it easier
for skilled professionals from across Canada to get the papers
they need to work in Ontario, faster. This move opens more
doors for workers to call Ontario home while contributing to
our plan to build more roads, bridges, highways, homes and
public transit.”
Unfilled jobs cost the province billions in lost productivity,

4

and between July and September of 2021, there were 338,835
vacant jobs across Ontario, including many in the skilled trades.
To give Ontario a competitive advantage, the government
plans to introduce legislation that ensures workers from other
provinces can get their credentials processed within a service
standard of 30 business days. This would make it easier for engineers, auto mechanics, plumbers. and several other regulated
professionals Ontario needs to move to the province, fill vacant
in-demand jobs and drive economic growth.
“Ontario is leading Canada’s economic growth, but I keep
hearing from businesses on Main Street who can’t find the
workers they need to grow. There are hundreds of thousands of
paycheques waiting to be collected. That is why our government
is working for workers and leading the country with changes
that rebalance the scales and make it clear – we want more
skilled professionals and tradespeople to come here,” ,” said
Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training and Skills
Development.

AID FOR UKRAINE

Horwath calls for $3m

Hamilton – As the Russian Federation continues its invasion
of Ukraine, official Opposition NDP leader Andrea Horwath
is calling for Ontario to provide at least $3 million to the
Canada-Ukraine Foundation, and match all donations made by
Ontarians.
Horwath also echoed the call from the Ukrainian community to ban Russian products from LCBO shelves.
“Our solidarity with the people of Ukraine, who are living in
fear for their sovereignty and for their lives, must be concrete.
On behalf of all the Ukrainian-Canadians in Ontario fearing
for their loved ones overseas, and on behalf of all peace-loving
Ontarians, let’s do all we can to send support to the Ukrainian
people,” Horwath said.
In light of the escalation of aggression by the Russian
Federation, Horwath said it is now clear that more aid will be
essential. She called for a base donation of $3 million, in addition to an Ontario government commitment to match every
dollar donated in Ontario to the Canada-Ukraine Foundation.
Ontario has the largest number of people of Ukrainian
descent in Canada. Donations can be made here.

Match donations - Del Duca

Toronto – Leader of the Ontario Liberal Party, Steven Del
Duca, has called on the provincial government to match donations in support of Ukraine.
While Del Duca welcomed the $300,000 in relief that was
announced, he said much more needs to be done, saying, “The
government of Ontario should match each dollar donated by
individual Ontarians to help aid the people of Ukraine. The
generosity of Ontarians, and our solidarity with Ukrainians
should be reflected in our government.”
His recommendation came following his earlier call for a
ban on Russian alcohol on LCBO store shelves, a move that has
since gained international traction. Since then, several provinces and US states have taken Russian alcohol off store shelves.
“While Alberta announced $1 million for Ukraine's humanitarian efforts, Doug Ford pledged $300,000. I know the government of Ontario can, and must do more, significantly more,”
he said.
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The City of Brampton’s final event celebrating Black History Month saw the official
renaming of Shields Park to Kirk Diamond Park in honour of the Juno-award
winning musician and activist. Mayor Patrick Brown, councillors, and community
members attended the ceremony on February 28. Diamond lives within minutes of
the park, and has put Brampton on the world map with his award-winning music.
In 2018, he won the Juno Award for Reggae Recording of the Year for his EP,
Greater. In photo, Diamond (left) holds a commemorative sign with Brampton’s
Mayor, Patrick Brown. City of Brampton photo.

Health measures lifted in Ajax facilities
Ajax – The Town of Ajax has lifted some
public health measures and restrictions in its
facilities to align with the most recent provincial reopening announcement.
Customer service counters are open at all
Town facilities, with Town Hall opened for
walk-ins or by appointment. For appointments, residents and businesses can book
online. Operations and Environmental
Services Centre is also now open for walk-ins.
The following recreation services are also
now operating at full capacity with no preregistration required: Skating programs at the
Ajax Community Centre; Fitness & Health

Centres at the McLean and Ajax Community
Centres; Squash at the Ajax Community Centre
(court reservation required); Core Performance
Zone), Audley Recreation Centre; and functional fitness and training for real life.
Also open are Ajax Community Centre
pool, mid-week daytime lane swims; Audley
Recreation Centre pool, public, and lane
swims; McLean Community Centre pool, public swims; and Drop-in activities, including
basketball, pickleball, badminton, Friday Night
Fun Centres and Clubs, youth spaces and
group fitness (including aqua fitness).
Click here to learn more.

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
5

Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

F

Ukraine crisis

or the first time in over two years Covid-19 and
its pandemic deprecations on our global population and economies are no longer dominating the
world’s news. It is not what was two years ago an inexorable
and viral battle march by Covid-19 is now seemingly in
decline; is perhaps now in its early stages of retreat, and so
is falling out of the top of the world news cycles.
Instead, it is such that the war and its headlines from the
Covid-19 pandemic have now been replaced by another
invasion, which will not only impact horrifically on the
millions of lives caught in the theatre of conflict as Russia
continues its unjustified invasion of Ukraine, but which
will ripple outwards to infect our lives across borders, continents, and hemispheres.
But for a moment, to return to the familiar, but pestilential Covid-19 pandemic: for the record, earlier this
week, there were more than 430 million confirmed cases of
infections internationally; and tragically, we lost almost six
million lives globally, according to the figures reported, and
gathered, by WHO.
These statistics hardly touch the more profound human
narratives of loss, uncertainty, and turmoil that lie beneath
the surface of how deeply this pestilence has penetrated
and changed our world. Covid-19 has taken more than a
deadly toll; as it recedes into an endemic, it leaves behind
abandoned detritus as in a war torn landscape; and in its
traumatic wake, many lives, livelihoods, and economies,
among others, that have been irrevocably altered.
Yet even as Covid-19 recedes, it appears we have entered
another loop of invasion and concomitant ripples of infectivity: one war ends, another begins, as Russia pursues its
diabolical agenda in overcoming and occupying Ukraine.
It is proper that our homelands, Canada, the US, among
others, have all condemned Russia’s act of aggression. It is
also proper that Canada is among the world’s leaders that
are condemning the invasion, and taking definitive and
punitive action to contain Russia’s unwholesome, forward
momentum into Ukraine’s sovereignty.
And as was reported last week in the Caribbean, the
Caricom Secretariat also declared support for Ukraine,
while calling on Russia to halt its war.
Said the Caricom Secretariat: “The hostilities against
Ukraine go counter to the principles of respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, non-interference in the internal
affairs of another sovereign state and the prohibition on
the threat or use of force, and the peaceful resolution of
disputes, which are the bedrock of this community.”
It added, “Caricom maintains that the principle of universal respect and adherence to these norms and principles
of international law are fundamental to the maintenance of
the international system of global peace and security.”
Trinidad and Tobago also issued a statement of support, with its Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, Dr
Amery Browne, indicating he had instructed the nation’s
overseas missions “to use all available diplomatic channels
and fora to condemn the outbreak of violence in Ukraine”.
Browne also instructed the missions “to reaffirm our
commitment to the territorial integrity of sovereign states,
and to call for an immediate cessation of hostilities with
reversion to dialogue and diplomacy as the only acceptable
solution to the crisis”.
Similarly, Guyana’s Foreign Ministry called for an immediate cessation of military action, saying, “The Government
of Guyana condemns the violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity by Russia.”
Even as Covid-19 leaves global fallout behind, and as we
begin rebuilding from its deep impacts in our daily lives,
we are faced with yet another infection rippling out from
another theatre of war, bringing with it consequences that
are yet to be determined.
Notably, calls are now being made globally for governments to enable measures for its nationals to achieve food
security, energy sustainability, and cyber infrastructure
resilience in the wake of Russia’s superpower aggression.
Russia’s hostile shots that are being fired in Ukraine have
being heard around the world. We must be prepared.
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The Ukraine

e cannot change yesterday, nor can we change the
continuum of history, but we must know what happened yesterday so as to understand today, a continuation of yesterday and a million previous yesterdays.
Modern Western societies consistently take others’ todays
as if they had no yesterday, thus miss the context
of current events and draw hasty conclusions.
The reputation of the news sources can heavily
influence this. The Russia-Ukraine conflict illustrates. Canada’s response was prompt, and aggressively anti-Russia, yawningly unsurprising, with a
hawkish Deputy PM, whose Ukrainian grandfather was a Nazi
war criminal, and opportunistically vents her Russophobia.
Russia invaded the Ukraine, fully aware of the strident criticisms it will evoke, the condemnation by frenzied media and
enemies, domestic and global, willing or not, matching the
dreadful penalties their governments will approve, as dictated
by the leaders: the US, the UK, and the EU.
The media will back government aggression, as dictated by
the US, with pressure on nations worldwide to cooperate, while
media overlook moral and diplomatic gaffes, especially broken
gentlemen’s agreements.
Today’s hullaballoo condemns Russia’s move into the Ukraine,
to which it is as close physically as the US to Canada. Ukraine
and Crimea were parts of Tsarist Russia, and until 30 years ago
the USSR; in 1954 Nikita Khrushchev, a Ukrainian, gave Crimea
to Ukraine, for ease of administration.
In the USSR, citizens moved freely; Russians settled in
Donbass with centres at Luhansk and Donetsk, near the Sea
of Asov. Conflicts arose when the USSR disintegrated and
escalated when a pro-US, anti-Russian regime took over eight
years ago. Reacting to mistreatment, Donbass broke away after a
massacre of protesters in Kyiv’s Maidan by “anonymous” snipers
shooting from a hotel.
A meeting in Minsk involving Russia, Ukraine, and an EU
agency described the requisites for secession or independence
of Donbass. This has stalled as Ukrainian leadership courted
the West, and delayed the issue. Last week Putin recognised the
two breakaway states, and resolved to aid them. Putin has carefully avoided heavy bombing of Kyiv and other towns to prevent
civilian casualties.
By contrast, the US has invaded and seized numerous countries: aboriginal lands, Mexico (gaining California, SW states,
Texas, and so on); Hawaii, (for the Dole enterprise); several
Caribbean islands, the Philippines; it took Florida from Spain,
fought Korea and Vietnam to prevent communism, but lost

these.
It colluded with Britain to expel the Chagossians from Diego
Garcia, converting their idyllic and thriving island in the middle
of the Indian ocean into a naval stronghold. They attacked
Hussain (Iraq), and Gadhafi (Libya), and wrecked those countries for oil; they invaded Afghanistan, gaining
opium, and Syria for Israel, but failed, because of
Mohan
Russia’s aid to Syria.
Media applauded Britain for seizing India, Sri
Ragbeer
Lanka, Myanmar, Australia, New Zealand, huge
chunks of Africa, bits of South America. Israel
coolly wrested Palestine, then the West Bank, hounded and scattered the PLO Arabs. Total casualties numbered over a hundred
million, as Western historians casually noted.
Elsewhere, Nazis had seized the Sudetenland, which, with its
German population, had been included in Czechoslovakia, created at the end of WWI. China annexed Tibet, evicting the Dalai
Lama, and recently seized Aksai Shin, part of India; they’re now
settling India’s Arunachal Pradesh. Before WWII, Japan occupied Chinese Manchuria.
In the Scramble for Africa, Belgian king Leopold stole the
Congo and kept it as his personal fief until WWII. Centuries
ago, the Pope arbitrarily drew a line down the mid-Atlantic to
divide the New World between Spain (lands west) and Portugal
(lands east). Spain got most of Central and South America,
Portugal got Brazil, and claiming Africa and India, seized Goa
and other pieces of India, Angola, and Mozambique in Africa.
More recently, Pakistan claimed Kashmir as most of the
inhabitants are Muslim; by that token it should claim Saudi
Arabia, the Middle East, and Indonesia! Italy moved into
Ethiopia, and the Ottomans took the Balkans, Greece, the
Levant and the Hejaz.
The Israel Times commented “… we must be thankful that
Ukraine has so far been spared the US-style bombings of Vietnam,
Cambodia, Baghdad, Afghanistan, Syria, with the huge toll on
civilian lives.”
The US hopes its clamour will hide its breach of promises
to Russia not to expand to Eastern Europe. Ted Carpenter, at
the Cato Institute, wrote, “One can legitimately condemn some
aspects of Moscow’s behaviour, but the force of America’s moral
outrage is vitiated by the stench of US hypocrisy.”
Of interest: Ukraine’s president Zelensky, Jewish ex-comedian, is grandson of a Ukrainian holocaust survivor; Canada’s
deputy PM Freeland is grand-daughter of a Ukrainian Nazi!
Many ethnic Ukrainians were honoured for contributions to the
Jewish holocaust.

Early cooking lessons taught the art of making soup

P

erhaps I still have a way to go in replicating the cooking
lessons taught to me early in life as a boy when I was
growing up back in the homeland. It all started at a dinner gathering a few years ago, when a family member laughingly
commented on my soup-making methodology.
“Watch that soup as a first course! It is his grandmother’s
recipe mixed with kitchen economy,” the relative
said with a wink.
Romeo
Responding to the eyebrows arched in inquiry,
Kaseram
the relative then set out on a journey of reducing
my soup to its component parts, while adding a
generous handful of coarse table salt.
“Here is the soup’s recipe: put a pot of water on the fire to
boil, and then toss in all of the leftovers from the fridge!”
Needless to say, more than a few spoons froze in its upward
momentum from soup bowl to lips, stalling midway so drops
began thickening underneath its curvature. Of course, this was
a table entirely of family members, so suspicion began sniffing
the air and underneath at the table’s legs, even as eyes narrowed
apprehensively at the flotsam in the suspended spoons. A few
spoons quivered with diplomatic uncertainty and hesitation.
And yes, there were leftover chunks of cassava in the fridge;
and I did throw myself at the mercy of the kangaroo court that
was now presiding at the dining table, revealing under cross
examination that large pieces of sweet potato were discovered
abandoned and shivering at the back of the fridge. However, I
stoutly maintained the water in the pot was fresh.
Now to speak truth to the power of a mischievous relative
intent on making mayhem at the dinner table, and who moving forward now receives an occasional invitation to arrive only
when help is needed with dishwashing, and obviously long after
the soup is served, my modern-day recipe was not handed down
by my dear grandmother.
Far from it; in fact, in the idiolect particular to the households making up our family circle, there are a few, tightly
guarded registers in cooking that can only be invoked when
comparing modern-day meals to repasts produced by hands
that no longer inhabit this world.
For example, to say, “Girl, your tomato chokha is up there
with Auntie Savi’s hand”, is to invoke the rarified and extremely
palatable legacy our dearly departed Auntie Savi left behind as
part of her culinary and chulha skills.

Or to say to Big Sister, fondly called Didi, at a family gathering, “Deeds, your baigan chokha was exquisite and perfectly
done! It is up there with your mother’s sweet hand”, leaves no
other recourse but to cup both hands together and await the
sweet rain of nectar from heaven; however, in Deed’s case, this
was always accompanied with a torrential shower of tears, a
spontaneous and effusive hug, and a moist, wet
kiss on a cheek while having a few toes painfully
stepped on.
Now I suspect Ma’s highly-regarded Saturday
soup is being served to the angels, which explains
divine absence during critical and dire worldly
events that need heavenly intervention. My grandmother’s soup
was just as nourishing as it was filling; however, after consumption, it was a predictably potent sleeping aid.
A concoction of starches, Ma’s soup simmered and bubbled,
double-double toil, but dare not trouble her during its cooking.
She threw into the deep and wide pot an entire baker’s dozen of
breadfruit; a couple feet of cassava then casually strolled into the
seething boil; add to this handfuls of finger yams heaved in by
the armfuls; and to keep it all nicely disciplined, red hot peppers
that deflated with annoyance whenever the pot’s lid was raised.
My grandmother’s finishing touch was making the dumplings, which after kneading, were vigorously slapped between
both palms, and then launched spinning like UFOs into the
glutinous boil, so they landed with a thud, before disappearing
beneath the semi-solid surface of the soup.
One of my earliest awakenings in religion and geography
was recognising the theory in my schoolbooks being actualised
in the real world, literally; it was a thrill to note similarities in
Ma’s dumplings to known land masses: Africa, North America,
Florida, at times Italy’s boot with a few toes sticking out, all
shaped by her god-like hands, and then tossed in to make its
way in the world in what was a vast and turbulent deep.
Nope; that soup-making technique of collating leftovers so
they overlapped in flavour, texture, and with occasional incompatibilities, came from the influence of a dear uncle. There were
those occasions when in a burst of industry, he left the safety of
his hammock to venture into the kitchen, where he produced
wondrous soups using whatever leftovers were at hand.
Perhaps one day I might hit that register; but apparently,
according to my dear dishwashing relative, not at this time.
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Compelling case for another cash grant
Dear Editor,
In consequence of the discovery of 13.5 billion barrels of oil
reserves, some Guyanese dream of Guyana becoming an ‘Abu
Dhabi’ of the West; some hail it as the ‘next Singapore,’ while
others prefer to be cautiously optimistic and embrace instead
the evolution of the ‘One Guyana’ concept.
The prospect of huge oil wealth has triggered uncontrollable exuberance among Guyanese, many of whom have been
clamouring for cash grants.
However, while this emotional elixir
is understandable, it has not necessarily
been nourished with accurate data and
realistic expectations. On the contrary,
expectations of immediate benefits have
been exaggerated, while oil-related data
are often misunderstood or distorted.
From December 2019 to February
2022 (two years, three months) Guyana’s
share of oil revenues, for example, was
just [all currency USD] $637 million,
which works out at an average of $283
million annually thus far. This is not a
windfall.
Juxtapose this sum with the annual
remittances of Guyanese for the same
period, which was $384 million annually.
No one expresses any excitement
about this level of remittances, even
though it exceeded our oil revenues for
Bharrat
at least two years.
The government is constrained by the Natural Resource
Fund Act on the amount of funds it could withdraw in 2022.
Any consideration of cash grants, must, therefore, revolve
around general revenues.
Some critics say that Guyanese have not yet benefitted from
oil revenues. This is not true, as numerous businesses have
been established and thousands of Guyanese employed in the
oil sector.
If they refer to benefits flowing from government oil revenues, these will find expression, both directly and indirectly, in
several physical and social infrastructure projects.
The point is that while Guyana is poised to earn much more
in oil revenues from 2022 onwards, Guyanese and politicians’
exhortations and demands for disposition of oil funds must be
measured, especially taking into consideration the substantial
amounts of oil revenues that will be dedicated to the transformative physical and social infrastructure projects during 20222025, and subsequently, as well as to the Sovereign Wealth Fund
to secure inter-generational equity.
To emphasise the significance of transformative (capital)
projects, the government has allocated 39 percent of Budget

2022 for this purpose, and this capital expenditure represents
an increase of 109 percent over the 2021 amount. Withdrawal
of $600+ million from the NRF represents 23 percent of total
2022 budget.
The WPA party, which is part of the APNU opposition party,
for example, issued this proclamation on Emancipation Day,
2021: “We have to stress that the oil wealth, however depleted,
must be equitably distributed among all groups. For us in the
WPA this is non-negotiable, and we are prepared to fight tooth
and nail for this outcome.”
Other states like Alaska make annual direct cash grants of $1,600 per
resident from oil revenues, why not
Guyana? But Guyana is not Alaska,
which is already highly developed and
affluent.
Nevertheless, the case is advanced
by proponents of cash grants that several decades of development programs
have failed to lead to any significant
reduction of poverty (which is at 32
percent) and inequality, and wonder
whether this should not be the opportune time to pursue an alternative path
of empowerment!
And as a short-term measure,
therefore, what could be more appealing than cash grants that go directly
to people.
Others caution saying that direct
Jagdeo
cash grants would only temporarily
mitigate poverty and inequality; what is needed instead is the
creation of empowerment programs, like skills training, education advancement, job creation, and so on.
Ghanian oil expert, George Owusu observes: “I do not
believe in subsidies and giving people cash. You have to work
for it.”
Guyana’s Vice President, Bharrat Jagdeo, notes “how other
countries have splurged their windfall on current expenses, to
such an extent that they could not sustain them when their oil
windfall ended”.
To illustrate this position, he cited the example of Trinidad &
Tobago, which spent “99 percent of its fiscal revenues between
1999 and 2015 to increase transfers and subsidies”, a condition
which the country could not maintain.
Any consideration of cash grants for 2022 would come from
general revenues as the $600+ million Natural Resource Fund
have already been allocated for 2022 budget. Noteworthy is the
social dislocation caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, and the
related rising cost of living that are building a compelling case
for another Covid-19-like household cash grant.
Dr Tara Singh, New York, via email.

Dear Editor,
To what extent are we required to turn the other cheek, or to
forgive 70 times seven biblically they who invade our homes and
privacy, attack, maim, or murder our families, and deprive us of
our hard-earned property?
Anyone caught up in this spiral of crime gripping Trinidad
and Tobago through being victimised by strapping young
men, in most instances,
who are not interested in
gainful employment, but
plan the most heinous
attacks on our families and
our homes, must wonder
whether we are simply
to install more expensive
burglar-proofing, camera
systems, acquire aggressive
dogs, and to literally take
up arms against those who
persecute us.
To what extent are those
Officers on the
of us who abide by certain
values, and even endorse restorative justice and mediation,
required to continue to suffer in silence whilst being exploited,
demeaned, robbed, attacked, and taken advantage of by persons
whose main objective is to separate us from our property, so
that they may indulge in selling off our belongings cheaply to
feed a drug habit, or realise gains from property that does not
belong to them?
Are we as members of this society who are subject to the
most humiliating crimes during a home invasion required to
accept that we will never see our property again, and to simply
pass it off on the basis that “this is Trinidad”, and, thus, allow

complacency to set in when an overworked police force is so
overwhelmed by the volume of crime that we are required to
conduct our own enquiries, and simply and statistically wait like
a sitting duck; or to be the lamb that is led to slaughter?
The justification to overlook an economic crime associated
with a home invasion, on the basis that we must forgive and
move on, smacks of defeat or wilting under the pressure and
acceptance that we will never
be reunited with our belongings because the police are
our only frontline protection,
and they are perceived as not
giving as much priority to
such crimes.
Enough is enough. We
need to take back our country by any means necessary
whilst supporting rehabilitation of such offenders. But
at the end of the day, we are
entitled to expect to be kept
streets in PoS
safe and not worry whether
we are acting uncharitably by insisting victimhood should never
be a way of life, and that we are entitled to strike back!
Ultimately, this society can preach all it wants about forgiveness, but this must be tempered with the perpetrators not just
being offered a chance to turn their life around, but to express
remorse for their actions, and to be adequately punished for the
permanent deprivation to victims of the sanctity of life, even as
we are encouraged to accept that we should protect ourselves
as much as our pockets allow during this time of Covid-19 and
Carnival.
Anthony Gafoor, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Enough is enough – Time to take back T&T
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Blue Basin waterfall in north Trinidad

Need a holistic plan
to make T&T better

Dear Editor,
It is depressing to read the comments on social media regarding a viable option to the two major political parties in Trinidad
and Tobago.
Some suggestions were that potential leaders clear drains,
while others suggested that this and that person is best for
Trinidad and Tobago. It is now clear to me that we are in a big
mess having read many comments on social media.
What is required is the coming together of our best minds
to identify a clear path for the development of Trinidad and
Tobago over the next ten years. What are the plans for reviving
the agricultural sector? What is the approach to food processing? What fruits and vegetables are attractive to the international market? What is our capacity for production?
There needs to be intelligent discussion and collaboration
with the private sector to transform our poor tourism sector
into a potential billion-dollar industry.
Serious discussion is needed on reducing the time one can
access justice. There must be viable alternatives to crime for the
youths in our community. Discussions are necessary on debt
servicing and investment capital.
After a clear path is identified, then there is the task of buy-in
from nationals. That would require a concerted effort from all
the leaders engaged in the process. Throughout this endeavour,
leaders would emerge; people would note the speaking skills
of our leaders and their knowledge of the issues confronting
Trinidad and Tobago.
Thereafter, the group can agree on the selection of a leader
in a process similar to the primaries in the US. Only when the
people choose a leader can there be legitimacy of the leadership.
The comments about choosing this one and that one, or that
this one was a great leader, or this one is better than the other,
are just like the processes that has led us to where we are today.
We have some of the best tourism spots in the world, and
few people know about them. There are few if any underground
caves as beautiful as Gasparee. The mountains with their abundance of waterfalls, birds, and exotic flowers are better than
most worldwide.
We have a very literate population. We are technically aware
of First World standards. We have energy resources for the next
15 years at least.
What we require is intelligent analysis of where we are and
a plan for where we need to be and how to get there. Anything
else is just ignorant political old talk. Are we mature enough to
look beyond our political biases, and take a position that is best
for our country?
Steve Alvarez, via e-mail.

Why APNU+AFC was not invited

Dear Editor,
APNU+AFC’s representation of the people who voted for
them should begin in Parliament. They have been elected to sit
on the Opposition benches and make a serious contribution to
the discourse on matters of national importance.
However, to date there has been an awful lot of puerile behaviour, and very little substance from those benches. The use of a
racial epithet while abusing Ean McPherson, Personal Assistant
to the Speaker, was one example.
Why then, would a private organisation invite this group to
the Energy Conference? What positives do they bring to the
table? We know the negatives.
I humbly suggest that the APNU+AFC Members of
Parliament work to first represent the views of the people who
voted for them, and then on earning the salaries and perks of
office as provided by taxpayers, before they seek the additional
privilege of free entry to private events.
Robin Singh, Guyana, via email.

indocaribbeanworld.com | march 02, 2022

GUYANA

Power to the people: Guyana poised for excess energy supply

I

f all goes according to plan, Guyana will
likely have excess energy in about five
years, breaking the age-old cycle of blackouts, brownouts, power rationing, or no power
at all.
Such optimism is not necessarily a pipedream, given the country’s
push in what appears to be
viable plans to almost triple its current 226 MW of
installed electricity capacity.
It is projected that total peak
demand for power from the
Guyana Power and Light
Corporation will grow from 135 MW last year
to about 500 MW megawatts in 2025-2026.
In the country’s 2022 budget, it was
announced that the Amaila Falls Hydroelectric
Project is back on track after being derailed
primarily due to a lack of political consensus
some nine years ago.
According to the budget, the government
has received, and evaluated proposals for the
AFHP, and negotiations are underway with an
international company to develop it under a
build-own-operate-transfer (BOOT) arrangement, whereby GPL will purchase power
from the operator under a Power Purchase
Agreement.
Incidentally, the international company identified in the budget is the Beijingheadquartered China Railway Group Limited,
which outbid three other companies – two
other Chinese, and one Brazilian company
– that tendered for the project mid-last year.
Though a publicly listed company that trades
on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, the major
owner of the company is the State-owned
China Railway Engineering Corporation.
The construction of the AFHP, which is
expected to commence later this year, with a
proposed completion date in 2027, comes at
a time when Guyana is embarking on major
initiatives to boost its power supply to meet
demand from massive oil-fuelled development
initiatives.
The 165 megawatts (MW) AFHP will complement the 300 MW gas-to-energy project, for
which construction is expected to start in the
third quarter of 2022, with a targeted completion date at the end of 2024.
Both the AFHP and the gas-to energy project will allow the country to phase out the use
of expensive and carbon-intensive heavy fuel
oil, and are expected to significantly reduce
energy costs.
At the same time, the government is also
seeking to increase power supply to the interior regions of the country with the completion of several smaller hydroelectric and solar
projects.
The budget announced that the government
has advanced the process for the construction of a 1.5 MW hydropower plant at Kumu
in Central Rupununi; the rehabilitation and
upgrade of the defunct Moco Moco hydropower plant in Region 9 to a 700 MW capacity;
and the completion of a 150kW hydropower
scheme at Kato in the Potaro-Siparuni region.
In addition, the budget also announced
several solar powered projects, including the
completion of a 1.5 MW solar farm at Bartica, a
0.75 MW farm at Wakenaam, and the 1.0 MW
farm at Lethem. It also plans to tender for a
0.6 MW solar farm at Leguan, and a 0.65 MW
farm at Mahdia later this year.
At the recently concluded International
Energy Conference Guyana held in
Georgetown, Project Leader of the AFHP,
Winston Brassington, stated that the project
will be built and operated under strict contractual and regulatory rules.
He told conference participants that the
power station would cost (US) $500 million,
but that the government would not be paying
for the facility. Under the BOOT model, China
Railway, would be selling power to GPL at 7.7
US cents per kilowatt hour. It is anticipated that

GPL would resell the power to consumers at 15
cents per KWH.
According to Brassington, the cost of electricity paid by GPL is largely the repayment of
financing for the project. China Railway will
provide the total equity required by the project,
and undertake all the risks
associated with it.
Brassington noted that
Dwarka
the projected operational
Lakhan
costs to the Guyana government after the project is
handed over at the end of
the 20-year BOOT period
would “probably” be 1.1 US cents. The project
has a life of approximately 75 to 100 years.
Last November, the government said that
overall, the deal with China Railway was better
than the previous one.
“In its current formulation, it is expected
that the project will require no equity contribution from Government, in comparison with the
previous project structure which was based on
a Government contribution of (US) $100 million. Additionally, the current structure anticipates a cost of power that will be lower than the
initial cost of 11 cents per KWH contemplated
by the previous project structure.”
The $500 million estimated cost of the
power plant does not apparently include the
cost of upgrading of roads and bridges coming
from Amaila; the construction of a 23-square
mile reservoir in the vicinity of the Kaieteur
National Park; and supervision of the project.
Some estimates put the total cost at around
$800 million, which means that the government might still be required to fund $300
million.
The AFHP has had an interesting history that is tainted with corruption, suspect
dealings, and political indifference. It initially
materialised in 1998 when a Memorandum
of Understanding was signed between the
Government of Guyana and Florida-based
Synergy Holdings, which entered into a joint
venture with MW Harza Global, a global leader
in wet infrastructure and water engineering,
headquartered in Colorado.
Synergy leveraged an initial study carried
out between 1974-1976, which explored the
hydroelectric potential of the country through
a grant from the United Nations.
The signing of the MOU raised a multitude
of questions about Synergy and its CEO; and
the transparency of the transaction. These
questions tainted the project for its life.
In 2007, Synergy identified Sithe Global as
a potential investor in the project, and subsequently transferred its interim licence to the
firm in 2009. In early 2009, China Railway
Engineering Corporation was chosen as the
contractor for the construction of the power
plant through a non-competitive bidding process, which included four other contractors.
The choice of China Railway also raised questions of transparency.
Sithe, a 99 percent subsidiary of the US-based
Blackstone Group, one of the world’s leading
investment and advisory firms, had previously
made it clear that it would only proceed with
the project if it received parliamentary support
from all three political parties, the PPP/Civic,
the AFC, and APNU. Sithe, through its local
corporate arm, Amaila Falls Hydroelectric Inc.
(AFHI), abandoned the project on August 9,
2013 due to a lack of political consensus.
Incidentally, just one day earlier the
Hydroelectric Power (Amendment) Bill was
passed in the National Assembly – following
months of opposition by the AFC and APNU,
which together hold a one-seat majority in
parliament.
With parliamentary approval for the project
coming down to the wire, the AFC broke ranks
with APNU in an unprecedented move and
voted in favour of the project, albeit with a
reduced debt guarantee of $50 million instead
of a $150 million proposed by the government.
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An artist’s impression of the Amaila Falls Hydroelectric Project
The debt guarantee was to ensure that GPL can raised valid arguments, there was no consensus
meet its obligations to pay for power purchased in their opinions, creating even further confufrom AFHI. APNU opposed the project, effec- sion about the project. In certain instances,
tively triggering the pullout by Sithe.
there appeared to be a comprehensive lack of
Coincidentally, AFC support for the project understanding about the mechanics of financcame on the back of local press reports that ing similar projects. More important, in all
its Chairman, Nigel Hughes is company sec- cases the underlying benefit of the project was
retary for AFHI, and his wife, Cathy Hughes, never analysed.
a parliamentarian and executive member of
For now, the AFHP is proceeding at full
the AFC, the local public relations advisor for speed. Yet its total cost is still unknown.
Sithe Global. Prior to this disclosure, rumours However, once completed, it will contribute to
emerged that the AFC was leaning towards Guyana’s excess power supply.
supporting the project.
Several well-known opponents to the projDwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
ect also contributed to its demise. Among these is a Member of the Canadian Association of
opponents are accountant, lawyer, and govern- Journalists, and an accomplished financial writment critic Christopher Ram; former presi- er. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
dential advisor Ramon Gaskin; former auditor Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
general Anand Goolsarran; and University of Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
Guyana professor Clive Thomas.
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
While each of these individuals may have dlakhan@rogers.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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New Guyana-Canadian group formed to foster unity
Toronto – The newly-formed group, Guyanese Canadians
for Unity, was launched virtually last month in Toronto, and
saw participation by attendees from the GTA, Winnipeg, and
Saskatchewan.
The GCU intends to work to bring together Guyanese
Canadians and friends of
Guyana to preserve and
foster principles of human
rights, equality, social justice, democracy, peace,
prosperity, and unity for the
progressive development of
the people of Guyana.
It also aims to foster social
engagement, and the preservation of Guyanese heritage within the Guyanese
Canadian community.
According to GCU’s
president, Janet Naidu, the
timing is right for communities to be revived,
Rosalinda Rasul
and to come together as
Guyanese-Canadians, whether as immigrants from Guyana, or
are Canadian-born.
It is also an opportunity bring people together, “given our
diverse cultural heritage, perspectives, and identities”, she said.
Said Naidu: “[We] have been coming together in many ways
through the years, through formations of organisations to serve
our community here, and participate in the wider Canadian
landscape. Many of our folks have contributed significantly
to this great journey, and many continue to also give back to
Guyana through donations to worthy causes.”
Additionally, “We are at a pivotal point now – to come
together and be re-energised. To help one another feel valued as
part of this society, and at the same time, to give back to Guyana,
where possible. We want to be positive, to be united, and build
on our strengths. Many of us want to have the Canada-Guyana
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connection – perhaps to go back, visit, travel, and some may
want to volunteer in needed causes.”
Along with Naidu, the GCU’s board of directors includes First
Vice-president, Jito Naraine; Second Vice-president, Nadira
Somwaru; Treasurer, Terrance Charles; Membership Secretary,
Roslyn Bacchus; Assistant
Secretary/Treasurer, Sachie
Ramnauth, and Social
Media Management Officer,
Frederick Halley.
Acting Consul General
at the Consulate General of
Guyana in Toronto, Gerald
Whyte, congratulated the
GCU on its formation, while
commending its vision to
strengthen relationships in
the Guyanese community
in Canada. The Consulate
also wished the GCU success, adding it was looking
forward to collaboration, as
Janet Naidu
it does with other Guyanese
organisations in the community.
Also bringing greetings was the Head of the Diaspora Unit
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Guyana, Rosalinda Rasul.
While wishing the GCU success, Rasul recalled the words of
Guyana’s President Mohamed Irfaan Ali, which were delivered
last year at the Ministry’s Virtual Diaspora Conference. As Ali
said then, “Diaspora is a key element in the New Guyana that
will bring with it great opportunities and prosperity.”
Rasul also indicated confidence that along with other diaspora groups in Toronto, the GCU would work to foster social
engagement and unity in the community.
The GCU will host a luncheon on May 7, 2022 at 1:00 PM at
the District Lounge Restaurant in Pickering. For more information, contact Nadira Somwaru at 416-797-2776, Janet Naidu at
647-708-5834, and Jito Naraine at 416-988-2622.

Guyana’s sovereignty on agenda
Georgetown – Caricom continues to signal its commitment to Guyana’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, with
the matter on its agenda at the 33rd Inter-Sessional Meeting
now taking place in Belize.
The ongoing commitment to Guyana’s sovereignty was
discussed by Caricom Secretary General Dr Carla Barnett
earlier this week, before the start of the two-day 33rd InterSessional Heads of Government Meeting.
Barnett said Caricom has been keeping a close eye on
Guyana’s border controversy with Venezuela. Additionally,
she noted that its Guyana focus was neither triggered, nor
related, to the ongoing invasion of Ukraine by Russia. Such
an item was typically included on its agenda, she said.
“There are two border issues that are on the agenda for
every Head meeting... one is the Guyana-Venezuela, and
the other is... Belize-Guatemala. Those are issues that the
Heads follow very closely. Those are the issues which make
the region stand strong on the matter of self-determination
and territorial integrity, and that will not change, and that
has nothing to do with the position on Ukraine in terms of
any discussion of those issues,” she said.
Meanwhile, a Trinidad and Tobago scholar, Dr Raymond
Mark Kirton, raised a concern earlier this week that the
Russian move into the Ukraine may embolden Venezuela
on its “spurious” claim to parts of Guyana, the Trinidad
Express reported.
Kirton’s statement was made in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad,
during an analysis of the conflict now underway in Ukraine.
However, Kirton went on to note that Venezuela
has been indicating a willingness to work alongside the
Caribbean region.
He also noted a recent Russian statement that it may seek
to place nuclear weapons in Venezuela, which appeared to
disregard Venezuela’s sovereignty, was met with a quick
pushback from Caracas.
As he noted, Venezuela’s immediate response was that
any such arrangement must be approved by its government.
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Dawns’ generosity sees many awakening to a better world
Toronto – It is such that Ivan Dawns’ construction career has munity commitment to awakening
there trying to make a difference. I
taken him upwards into the rarefied air that skyscrapers inhabit, potential in young people, or uplifting,
admire that in him, because we need
Click here to visit the CDCO
allowing him to now focus on building a better world from his nourishing, and nurturing the indigent
folks like that who want to make a
National Apprenticeship Competition
vantage as a top labour leader who has a big, generous heart.
and less fortunate, was noted in the
difference; who want to reach those
No Tax Fraud
In his lifetime career in the construction industry, Dawns has BHM citation that saw him coming
youths in our neighbourhood.”
seen the light of day of many firsts. Notably, he is the first Black away with the OBHS award.
Dawns’ generosity, and his commitunion representative with the International Union of Painters
As Wall wrote, “[The] citation recognised Dawns’ support for ment to a better world, are making a difference in many lives
and Allied Trades in Ontario; also, he is devoted to the Black young people with social and economic barriers; his mentor- in the GTA. As DCN reported earlier this year, last Christmas
community, and its causes in the GTA.
ship with the Toronto Community Benefits Network’s NextGen he provided dinners for over 250 recipients at the Back Door
Dawns came to Canada from Jamaica in 1997, and worked in program; his leadership as a member of the Central Ontario Mission in Oshawa. The shelter regularly feeds 250 persons
the construction industry after learning the
Building Trades Central Committee, and the daily; however, it lacks resources for a full Christmas dinner.
drywall finishing trade.
African American Community Organising for
As Wall noted, Dawns paid for 300-plus dinners of turkey,
As the Daily Commercial News’ Construct
Real Economic Committee; and his hands-on mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, corn, cookies, cheesecake, and
Connect reported last month, for diligence to
support for the Helping Hands school-build- fruit juice, which he funded from his vacation pay.
his construction career, the betterment of his
ing program in his homeland of Jamaica.”
The moment of recognition by recipients of the special dinco-workers, and the deep, inner calling of his
Among those who recognised Dawns’ ner was moving, Dawns told DCN.
embracing humanity for community outreach
leadership, and the intervention of his guid“One guy… said to me, ‘All I was looking forward to today
and volunteerism, Dawns was honoured during hands onto the canvas of young lives was just a hug and a Merry Christmas. But today I got more than
ing celebrations of Black History Month by
in Toronto and abroad, was the Carpenters’ that’,” Dawns recalled.
the Ontario Black History Society with a High
District Council of Ontario’s Equity & Diversity
However, while his inner and generous humanity felt the
Achievement Award.
Representative, Chris Campbell.
thrill of making a difference in the many lives he touched last
The OBHS honour given to Dawns, the
As Wall reported, Campbell supported Christmas, at the same time Dawns remains realistic in noting
Dr Anderson Abbott Award, was named after
Dawns’ OBHS nomination, citing his lead- the binary mix of joy with concern for the lives of the less forCanada’s first Canadian-born Black doctor.
ership as a trailblazer, and highlighting his tunate among us.
It was yet another first for Dawns.
respectability, honesty, and dedication in the
Said Dawns: “I was overjoyed; but also a little bit disappointProfoundly cognisant of the award’s origin
labour movement. Said Campbell: “He is a ed to know that this [was happening] on in my backyard, and I
and prestige, Dawns mentioned Abbott’s piopioneer. I have a lot of respect for him.”
didn’t know about it.” He lives in Whitby, Ontario.
Ivan Dawns
neering work during his Zoom acceptance speech last month,
As leaders in the construction industry, both Dawns and
He added, “I was surprised when I looked outside while we
DCN reported.
Campbell have worked the sidewalks, in a manner of speak- were… doing the final touches [to the food]. I looked outside,
Recognising a wholesome subtext in the parallel and similar ing. As DCN noted, following the discovery of nooses at con- and there were so many people lined up.”
role he plays as a pioneer in the Black Canadian and immigrant struction sites in Toronto in 2020, Dawns courageously joined
To deliver the Christmas repast, Dawns teamed up with
landscape, Dawns acknowledged both the honour and the Campbell in publicly speaking out against racism in the sector. around ten volunteers to serve the meal; a trial run last year, he
weightiness of his OBHS recognition.
Also, that summer, both leaders walked the sidewalks, hand- is hoping for a reprise in 2022, and for it to eventually become
“Being the first carries with it a great deal of responsibility. ing out flyers to Black parents and youths one Saturday morn- an annual event with more volunteer and financial support.
Daily I am mindful of the example I set for those who come ing that emphasised the value in acquiring employment in the
Dawns was a drywall finisher for 13 years before taking up
after me,” he said.
unionised construction sector.
the invitation in 2013 to work for the union. Now a business
It is fitting that the rarefied air for achieving such a prestiAs Campbell noted in DCN, their hard work saw a gratifying agent with the IUPT, he is also its political director.
gious award was well within Dawns’ reach, not only because of return when dozens of young people showed up within a week
He thrives in both worlds he now inhabits, where at the top of
his devotion to, and skill-sets in the construction industry, but inquiring about next steps. Dawns’ help was invaluable for its his game, he can today reach out to his community with his genthrough his hands-on outreach with community work, assis- awakening of a new day, his effort lighting up the path for these erous heart, even as he keeps his IUPAT members safe and protance, and guidance for the underprivileged in the GTA.
youth to begin a fulfilling journey in the construction industry. ductive, while delivering mentorship that enables them to climb
As DCN’s writer, Don Wall reported, Dawns’ ongoing comSaid Campbell: “[Dawns] cares. He is a father. He goes out upwards, into that rarefied space where skyscrapers inhabit.
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Shoreline Estates developers say
Guyana ‘a Dubai in the making’
Georgetown – In a first of its kind in
an emerging, modernised Guyana, Buddy’s
Housing Development and Atlantic Builders
have teamed up to build the Shoreline Estates,
a housing project located in Enmore, Guyana.
As its builders note, Shoreline Estates is
a development of “[stunning] villas by the
Atlantic Ocean in a truly resort-like, paradisical setting”. The site is all about location,
location, location, with its developers noting
it is 20 minutes away from Georgetown, 15
minutes from Ogle International Airport, eight
minutes from the Lusignan Golf Course, and
15 minutes to the nearest mall, movie theatre,
and other attractions.
Noting that Guyana continues to show
potential for long-term development with its
emerging and burgeoning oil economy, the
developers who are putting down Shoreline
Estates’ foundations are optimistic that the
Land of Many Waters is now “a Dubai in the
making”.
The builders of Shoreline Estates note it
is “the first and only of its kind in all of
Guyana”. Also, that its construction comes
at a propitious time in the nation’s history,
with its economy starting to soar, the government revealing plans for future infrastructural growth, and private investors as Buddy’s
Housing Development and Atlantic Builders
in the real estate sector ready to help push
Guyana’s development forward.
This optimism is adequately evidenced in
statements made earlier this year by Senior
Minister in the Office of the President with
Responsibility of Finance, Dr Ashni Singh. As
Singh noted, Guyana’s real estate sector is now
“very, very ripe” with opportunities.
At the time, Singh was reflecting on Guyana

becoming an ideal location as a budding
investment hub. Also, he noted that it is continuing to “attract the attention of large investors from all parts of the world”. And as the
Shoreline Estates development makes evident,
right now there is more activity happening in
the real estate market than at any other time in
Guyana’s history.
As further evidence of Guyana’s thrust into
infrastructure and real estate development,
the government recently took the first step to
relocate ministries, departments, and agencies
under one roof, with (G) $2.6 billion approved
in its 2022 Budget for the construction of highrise office complexes.
The Ministry of Public Works will be the first
Ministry to undergo this transformation. Also
in the works are the Maritime Administration
Department, the Work Services Group, and the
Transport and Harbours Department, among
several others.
Said Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan
Edghill last month: “The modern Guyana that
we are talking about will see us putting all
our offices into a multi-storey office complex
and that will be duplicated several times over
around the government service.”
According to Edghill, the intent is to have
the complex in the vicinity where the current
building is housed. Established procedures will
be followed by the government when the current buildings housing the various ministries
become vacant, he said.
Additionally, he noted that these building
are located along the bank of the Demerara
River, which is a strategic location for investors.
Consequently, Guyana’s real estate development will be strategic, purposeful, and not be
left to chance, he declared.

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity
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By Dr Mohan Ragbeer
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
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describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.
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The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com
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DIASPORA: KATHAK

‘Electrifying’ evening of Kathak, Flamenco dance thrills audience

A

n electrifying evening of dance and music
of the best teams of musicians in the GTA, and we’re
promoting pluralism in arts, showcasing the
so proud to have brought this collaboration to stage.
confluence of two dynamic art forms, Kathak
What is important to us is that after two years of being
from North India, and Flamenco from Southern
in the pandemic, we’re trying to unite the community,
Spain, was held on February 26 at the Spadina Theatre
and spread positivity through art, live on stage and live
in Toronto. Titled Colours of Kathak and Flamenco,
streamed,” ” said Vaishali.
the performance was staged by Panwar Music and
As the show continued, the audience enjoyed the
Dance Productions, and Compañía Carmen Romero.
Intricacies of Flamenco as they witnessed a Flamenco
The collaboration was empowered by the strong
solo by Carmen, which was highly expressive, charchoreography of two dynamic women, Carmen
acterised by handclapping, percussive footwork, and
Romero and Vaishali Panwar. Hemant Panwar brought
intricate hand, arm, and body movements.
his original music sensibilities full of improvisations
Hemant and Vaishali then performed a duet to presand creative direction to the show, which explored the
ent the Grandeurs of Kathak, showcasing some of the
cultural link and rhythmic similarities of the art forms
traditional compositions. Vaishali performed a short
as he incorporated some of the traditional and his new
expressional dance to describe a nightingale welcoming
compositions.
the spring season with its sweet and enchanting voice.
Lizza Mattimore and Catalina Fellay-Dunbar of the
Hemant had his own natural way to tell stories of dayToronto Arts Council were present in the audience,
to-day life through his technique. How to find one’s cell
and expressed their congratulations for a successful
phone through dance was an audience favourite as he
show. The artists expressed gratitude for the support
interacted with them on a personal level from the stage.
and funding received from the Toronto Arts Council,
The show concluded with a unique piece that comwhich made the show a possibility. Among special Nicolas Hernandez (guitar), Gina Tantalo (Flamenco vocals), Hemant
bined the storytelling movements of Kathak with the
guests were Amirali Alibhai from the Aga Khan Panwar (Hindustani vocals), Pankaj Mishra (Saarangi). David Hou photo. beautiful poetry of a Spanish song, speaking to the
Museum, and Joanna de Souza, well-known Canadian Kathak Colours of Kathak and Flamenco is a testament of two cultures experience of motherhood, featuring a stunning Kathak duet
coming together and learning about each other. Finding com- by Vaishali and daughter Vaishnavi. This piece focused on the
artist.
Said de Souza: “The Colours of Kathak and Flamenco per- mon ground of how to work together, we created something that sentiment that it takes an entire community to raise a child, and
fectly exemplifies that, by highlighting the similarities and the is beautiful, full of love, creativity, and respect,” said Carmen.
showed a mother preparing her daughter to face the world. It
Additionally, “I believe that to learn about ourselves we need involves a community coming together, as Saarangi interacted
subtle differences, and more pronounced differences of both
art forms in a really artistic and generous way to include the to understand ourselves within the context of other people. with Guitar and Tabla with Cajon.
audience and make us feel a part of this wonderful production.” Colours of Kathak and Flamenco is a wonderful way of deliverThe show closed with an encore piece showcasing improvisaThe show began with an energetic and meaningful start – A ing that message.”
tions by all dancers and musicians that celebrated the upcoming
A group of extremely talented musicians accompanied each festival of colours, Holi, through the phrases – Holi Hai and Ole.
Salutation to the Universe, which celebrated and combined the
creative energies through the aesthetics of Kathak and Flamenco lead dancer. Joining the Kathak team led by Hemant and Vaishali
Sangeeta Bahadur did a super job on the microphone with
by Carmen and Vaishali. It was followed by Interactions of Panwar was Pankaj Mishra on Sarangi, Neil Budnarain on Tabla, the introductions of dances, and had a smiling, pleasant perMusical Traditions, where, through the Raag Bhairavi, integra- and Vaishnavi Panwar on harmonium. Vaishnavi also provided sonality. An outpouring of positive reviews and sentiments by
tion and interaction of two musical styles were presented by Kathak vocals, and even showcased her dancing talents in a later audience members was received by the artists after the show.
Hemant Panwar and Gina Tantalo. The song, Kon Jatan karu piece. Joining Carmen Romero on the Flamenco team was Gina
Said an audience member: “Amazing performances, it was a
shaam ghar aaye, (written by Hemant) was one for hope, long- Tantalo who provided Flamenco vocals, Nicholas Hernandez on great experience to the eyes, heart, and mind. All the hard work
ing, and love. Since Kathak and Flamenco have so many rhyth- Guitar and Rosendo Leon Arocha on Cajon.
and efforts were clearly visible. God bless the Panwar family and
“What we’ve put together is something so grand and so beau- Flamenco team with lots more energy, talent, and great success.
mic similarities, to conclude the three-part act, Carmen and
Hemant explored this through various patterns and percussion tiful with a team of ten wonderful artists, whether it is guitar or Hemantji, finding the phone was very brilliant for the audience
sounds – a rhythmic argument in dance between the two styles. sarangi, tabla, or cajon, and the Flamenco and Kathak vocals, to get fully involved. We all will cherish the memories of this
“More than ever, now we need to work together as ‘one’. that apart from the dances, the music is marvelous. We have one performance and look forward for the next one.”

Kathak guru Maharaj leaves rich legacy to follow in his footsteps
Pandit Birju Maharaj:
tions of the science of the one supreme art.
February 4, 1937 – January 16, 2022
His choreography, accompanied by his music, never failed to
By Sat Balkaransingh
conjure up forms and images, which only a shaman or divinity
he legend of Kathak classical dance Pandit Birju Maharaj itself could have produced. His entry on stage with very elegant,
succumbed to a heart attack on January 16. He was 84 minimal movements was electrifying and spellbinding.
years old. Thousands of his disciples and millions of folI was initiated in 1972 as his shishya, his disciple of dance.
lowers mourn his passing.
His method of teaching was unique, acquired in part from his
There is a history and tradition to this great artist and guru father, Pundit Acchan Maharaj, his uncles Pundit Shambhu
that is as much his, as it is of our Indo-Caribbean ancestry, as Maharaj, and Latchu Maharaj, and then assimilated and develit is mine, and the vast majority of his disciples. It is a part of oped from observation and his own creativity.
the legacy of Kathak classical dance and its music, and of Pandit
He taught and choreographed intricate sequences and moveBirju Maharaj. Any student who had the distinct honour and ments on the spot. Some days he would personally provide
privilege of sitting at his feet to study Kathak
accompaniment to us on the tabla or naal,
dance recognised that whatever we later became
while the class musicians followed. On those
in life, or on the stage, Maharaj-ji contributed
occasions we would concentrate more on
significantly to our development.
abstract technique, sequences with differHe instituted a method of thinking, acting,
ent mnemonics, flavours, permutations, and
recreating, and reproducing myriad forms that
combinations of footwork and pirouettes.
brought forth the beauty, splendour, and ethereal
On other days he would play the harmoniimages of the art and artistry of Indian dance, and
um and sing to accompany the nritya or emothe world of dance, in all its facets; along with the
tive aspects of the repertoire: Vandana, Gat
abstract, interpretive, and dramatic nuances. He
bhava, Thumri, Ghazal, Tarana or Bhajan.
was the foremost link between the older generaHowever, his entire attitude and mood
tion and the younger, the old and the new world,
changed when he commenced rehearsals
the constant reinvention and reinvigoration of the
for balletic stage productions. Few disturbed
art of Kathak.
him then, except to respond to his queries.
Through his teaching, demonstrating, mentorIt was through ‘observing’, ‘hearing’, and
Pandit Birju Maharaj
ing, performing, and choreographing (of both
‘doing’ that we expanded our horizons in all
traditional and contemporary themes) on the world stage, aspects associated with the complementary technical arts of the
including Indian films, he reinterpreted this ancient art and stage, and particularly the art of Kathak presentations. We learnt
style of Kathak that is now his legacy.
how to string dance sequences together, how to choreograph
In this process, we served as the putty in the hands of this movements to maintain the storyline, build tension, and arrive
consummate artist, this Gandharva, immaculately sculpting at musical crescendos and dance climaxes.
new designs, clothing these myriad, physical forms with the
We also acquired invaluable knowledge on the positioning of
rasa, those emotions, or flavours that only he and his trained dancers and bodies on stage to achieve aesthetic and dramatic
rasikas could deliver so that his audiences, his rasavants, could effects on the relationship between props and décor to enhance
have savoured the taste.
our performances, on the use of lighting, and its focus on the
His creations of endless, mesmerising varieties of rhythmic stage, with colours to represent whatever rasas or moods that
compositions beaten out, over the decades, by bare feet on flat were to be created. These multiple aspects of stage presentation
surfaces, or reflected through a malleable body, or beautiful, guided my choreography of balletic work and attention to gengraceful bodies in motion, or interpreted in percussive sounds, eral stage craft in later years.
and melodic phrases, constantly provided fresh reinterpretaHe created master artistes, who would later become great
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performers in their own rights: Bharati Gupta, Pratap Pawar,
Pradeep Shankar, Tirath Ajmani, and later Shovana Narayan,
Saswati and Bhaswati Sen, the brothers Krishna Mohan and
Ram Mohan Mishra, Bipul, Narayana, Subhas Dixit, Brojen
Mukerji, Vijay Shankar, Pallavi Desai, Neelima Azim, and so
many others.
Many Caribbean students benefitted directly from Maharajji’s superior training. These included Hari Gora Singh, Mumtaz
Ali and Phillip McClintock of Guyana; Savita Ramjattan Sharma
and Nikita Shaw of Trinidad. Susan Mohip, Quincey Charles
of Trinidad, and scores of others studied under other teachers
who had been directly or indirectly trained by Maharaj-ji at
the Kathak Institute in Delhi. These included visiting Indian
tutors to the Caribbean: Pradeep Shankar, Dr Rakesh Prabhakar,
Ashok Chakravarty, and Pooja Malhotra; Pratap and Priya
Pawar (Guyana and Trinidad); Tirath Ajmani Ram Mohan,
Parul Maharaj (Suriname), and Janaki Patrik (US).
A prolific genius, this legend sang and choreographed
in many movies including: Shatranj ke Khiladi (The Chess
Player, directed by Oscar recipient, Satyajit Ray); Devdas, Baji
Rao Mastani, and others; plus documentaries. He left many
CD recordings of his music; he wrote Ang Kavya, a manual
for teaching Kathak. He danced and conducted workshops
throughout the globe – see Saswati Sen’s, Pundit Birju Maharaj:
The Master Through My Eyes (Delhi 2013).
Maharaj-ji was a recipient of countless awards including
India’s second highest civilian award, Padma Vibhushan, and an
honorary Doctorate from Benaras Hindu University.
The art forms of India, now an integral part of Trinidad and
Caribbean culture, will continue to exist alongside its modern
counterparts in this continuous cycle and tradition of gurushishya parampara. This ancient tradition of Kathak performing art is still alive and functioning through Maharaj-ji, his
students, his children, and grandchildren.
Extracted from a fuller tribute to Pandit Birju Maharaj. Dr Sat
Balkaransingh (satbalkaransingh@gmail.com) is an author, choreographer, and an economist. He is also the founder & artistic
director of the Kathak Kala Sangam of Trinidad and Tobago.
Among his published works are The Shaping of a Culture
(2016); and Ramleela in Trinidad: 100 years of the Felicity
Open-air, Folk Theatre Tradition (2021).
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Fearless Fredericks came on board & hit cricket for a six!
By Dhanpaul Narine
ho hits Dennis Lillee for a six and steps on
his wicket in the process? The batsman is the
incomparable Roy Clinton Fredericks and this
happened in the finals of the World Cup in 1975 at Lords.
Fredericks was fearless, and his repertoire comprised a full
range of strokes, including the famous hooks that put Australia
to the sword in 1976.
In the annals of West Indian cricket there was hardly an
opening batsman that was more attacking, and the partnership
with Gordon Greenidge set the standard for stability in the top
of the order.
How did this son of Guyana rise to the top to open the batting for the West Indies, chosen as Wisden Cricketer of the Year
1974, played for Glamorgan, and also become a Sports Minister
in his native Guyana?
Roy Fredericks was born at Blairmont on the West Coast
of Berbice in Guyana. He learned his cricket at primary
school, where he became a spin bowler and batted left-handed.
Fredericks was also a good tennis player and represented
Guyana in table tennis. It was during those days that his quick
reflexes were on display, and there was talk that he could do
well in cricket. After several good scores in the domestic competitions, Fredericks was mentioned as a possible candidate to
represent Guyana in Shell Shield cricket. In fact, many fans felt
that ‘Freddo’ had earned his place and that he should play.
The Guyana side was selected, and Fredericks was on the
sidelines. But fate intervened. On the eve of the game Romain
Etwaroo was injured, and Fredericks was asked to open the
batting for Guyana. Fredericks made his debut, and went on to
score a couple of hundreds in the 1967 season against Barbados.
He was knocking on the door of Test Cricket, and it was closer
than he might have realised.
Fredericks made his Test debut against Australia during the
1968-1969 tour. He was an opening batsman, but he did not
receive support from the other end. It was not until Greenidge
partnered with him that West Indies had a sound start. Later, of
course Greenidge and Haynes would go on to become legends
in their own right.
According to Colin Croft, “…Fredericks was probably the
most pugnacious, and one of the toughest of all the openers.
Many people these days still remember his hooking and cut-
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Roy Fredericks in action; at centre, bails bail during
the infamous hit wicket in 1975 at Lords
ting.”
Fredericks top scored in the first innings of the 1968
Melbourne Test, and did well in the second innings. What was
apparent in this Test was his willingness to take on the bowling. He would now get the chance to display his talents in the
upcoming games.
Fredericks was an important member of the West Indies
team that defeated England in 1973. He had done well against
New Zealand in the 1971-1972 series in the Caribbean. By that
time, he had established himself as regular in the team, and in
1974 Fredericks had the honour of being chosen as Wisden
Cricketer of the Year. He had joined Glamorgan in 1971, and
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brought a “breezier and fresher gust of gaiety to the cricket
grounds of South Wales,” according to Wisden.
The year 1975 was the inaugural World Cup and Fredericks
is remembered for stepping on his wicket in the Final. But he
batted well during the tournament, and this set the stage for his
famous innings in Australia.
It occurred at Perth, and little did anyone know that
Fredericks would play one of the greatest innings in Test cricket.
The Australian pacers were on the prowl, with Lillee and Jeff
Thompson in full throttle. They were determined to avenge the
defeat they suffered in the World Cup. Australia had won the
First Test and West Indies had a point to prove.
Fredericks strode to the wicket, and according to Ashley
Mallet who played in that Test, the innings by Fredericks “left
you seeing stars in the daytime”.
In the space of 145 deliveries, the little man from Blairmont
smashed 169 runs, his century coming from 71 balls.
Ian Chappell described the innings as “one of the best seen in
Australia”. Fredericks, pulled, cut, and hooked with precision in
the eight-ball overs and without a helmet.
Lindsay Hassett said it was the greatest innings seen in
Australia, and he had seen some of Don Bradman’s as well.
Fredericks was not one for personal statistics. He played the
game for enjoyment, but for the statisticians he played in 59
Tests for the West Indies scoring 4,334 runs with eight centuries,
and an average of around 43.
Fredericks also showed that he had the temperament to stay
at the wicket, and to hold the side together. This was no more
evident than in 1973, when he scored 150 in eight hours at
Edgbaston to help ensure West Indies’ resurgence in cricket.
Fredericks simply loved batting. At the age of 40 he made
a comeback, and scored two centuries before calling it a day.
What a way to go!
After retirement he became a Minister of Sports in Guyana,
but his many fans will argue that neither politics nor the confinement to a desk job was his calling.
When Fredericks walked to the middle, he was sure to take
you on a roller coaster in which those fearless strokes produced
runs galore. This cricket genius was incomparable.
Fredericks was born on November 11, 1942; he died on
September 5, 2000. He would be smiling to see others keeping
the flag high.
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Need to write our own narrative, enable the voiceless
Jung Bahadur Singh of Guyana (1886-1956):
Politician, ship doctor, labor leader and protector of Indians
By Baytoram Ramharack
am often asked by young students, “Why do we need to
study history?” I generally repeat the usual mantras: we
need to remember the past, and we must heed philosopher
Santayana’s warning about the consequences of overlooking
the lessons of history.
Of course, knowing the material will help you pass the
history exam too.
The 239,000 Girmitiyas (Bharatiyaa) from ancestral India
who came to Guyana in 245 ships, making more than 500
voyages, all have a story to tell. Their sacrifices and struggles
shape our present being. Their memories encapsulate the
essence of who we are today. We have an obligation to give a
voice to the voiceless. More importantly, we need to write our
own narrative based on our own objective reality to ensure
that those who came before us are given a seat at the table of
history, and in our national consciousness.
It was the late Fijian Girmitiya scholar, Brij Lal who
reminded us, that “without memories, we are nothing”.
There is a history, good or bad, or a combination thereof,
in the lives of Bechu, Ayube Edun, Balram Singh Rai, Jung
Bahadur Singh, Dr Cheddi Jagan… the list goes on.
So I would like you to travel with me back in time to an area
in Paramaribo called Kleine Combe where the family of Sital
Persad Doobay and Mary Dully lived. Sital Persad, in his own
right, was an Indian pioneer. He formed an organisation called
the Surinamese Immigration Union in 1910 to help Indians
become integrated into Surinamese society.
In the same year, Sital Persad’s daughter, Alice was married
to Jung Bahadur Singh. Jung Bahadur Singh was 24 years
old at the time. Alice was 18. Alice, in her handwritten diary,
described the wedding as a “brilliant affair”, which was
extensively covered in the newspapers in Dutch Guiana.
To ensure that the marriage was “legitimate”, a Christian
ceremony was conducted in the Civil Registry earlier in the
day. Later that evening, the couple traveled to their new home
in British Guiana.
JB worked to bring an end to discrimination meted out
against Hindus and Muslims. He fought for the right to
cremation as last funeral rites for departed Hindus.
His death in November 1956, resulted in one of the largest
funeral processions, and cremation ceremonies British Guiana
has ever seen.
If you were fortunate to meet JB, you would have been in
the company of a short, 5’ 3”, bespectacled young man, who
had “Chinese” physical features. And this was the person Jagan
had met in 1935, when JB told the older Jagan to send young
Cheddi to study abroad.
JB’s “Chinese” features were attributed to the fact that JB’s
father, Dhan Singh, was of Nepalese lineage. Dhan Singh was a
tailor, always “well-dressed with neatly ironed dhoti, kurta and

a pagri”, as he traveled across the colony to ply his trade, selling
immaculately made kurtas and things Indian.
JB’s father named him after a famous Nepalese King, Jung
Bahadur Rana. The Nepalese king was a Rajput (a Kshatriya,
a member of the warrior class), who was able to unite the
warring factions in the kingdom.
As a youngster, JB played cricket and stick-fighting. He
would become a notable taan singer, and would accompany his
mother to kathas and pujas.
An important element of his life was his
inspiration from his Hindu background.
He remained fully grounded in his Hindu
culture throughout his life, and he had
formed the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha,
of which he became its lifetime President.
A picture of Rabindranath Tagore
hung prominently on the wall in his
home in Lamaha Street. The Indian
National Anthem, written by Tagore in
1911 was sung at British Guiana East
Indian Association meetings because the
Christians, Muslims, and Hindus members
shared a sacred cultural bond with
ancestral India.
Upon his return to BG, he joined the
GMO and was stationed at Leonora. There
he grounded with the members in the
Demerara-Essequibo constituency, which
he would represent for 23 years in the BG
Legislative Council from 1930-1953.
In the 1953 elections, first under
universal adult suffrage, he would be
defeated by a PPP candidate (Fred
Bowman) who polled 42.3 percent to Jung’s
26 percent in a race Jagan would dub as
“the most significant”. That election ended JB’s political career.
JB was one of the members of the 23 member committee
that made up the Franchise Commission in 1941. He was part
of the Minority group that supported universal adult suffrage.
He, as well as Ayube Edun, would later challenge H.H.
Critchlow, who made an “about face”.
Critchlow would renege on his long-held commitment
towards universal adult suffrage. Apparently, Critchlow was
concerned that too many Indians would be registered to
vote. And when Jung was told by his British parliamentary
colleagues that Indians could not vote because they were
illiterate, he replied, “It was a blatant discrimination. Print the
ballots in Urdu and Hindi”.
A remarkable part of his pioneering career was the role
he played as a doctor on ships accompanying the Girmitiyas
travelling from and back to ancestral India. This was a role he
played since 1902, at the age of 16, when he enlisted as a ship
compounder. For 12 years, from age 16 to 28, JB participated

in providing medical service on immigrant ships.
He would continue doing so as a Surgeon Superintendent,
with the last recorded voyage taken on the SS Uonkozi in 1949.
By his own admission, JB accompanied immigrant ships on a
total of 24 trips. It was a long journey, between ancestral India
and British Guiana, some 11,000 nautical miles, initially lasting
three months crossing the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
We know a lot about the role of ship doctors from the diary
of the first ship doctor who accompanied the SS Herperus,
Theophilus Richmond. He
was the 23-year-old doctor
who accompanied the 330ton SS Hesperus that set sail
from Liverpool in June 1837.
Richmond died of yellow fever
two months after his arrival in
Demerara.
The Daily Argosy, on March 30,
1939, carried an interesting letter
by JB that revealed some of his
ideas regarding Mother India. He
had just returned from a trip to
India on the SS Ganges, on which
he was the Surgeon that departed
British Guiana on September 12,
1938, with 912 Indian repatriates
returning to their Motherland.
This is what he said of India:
“The inherent beauty of her
cities and landscapes, the lovely
and impressive relics of her past
grandeur, the picturesque and the
heterogenous people – these, and
many other facets of Indian life
and character, combine to make
a visit to the land of Hinduism one of life’s most interesting
experiences.”
Dr Azeez Bacchus, a medical doctor at Milwaukee county
Hospital, upon hearing of JB’s death, wrote on November
27, 1956, what I think is a fitting tribute: “In his lifetime, Dr
Singh had become a legend. …To the Indian community this
man was the rejuvenator of that necessary national pride and
dignity…”
None of us are perfect. JB represented an older generation,
and perhaps was an elitist who believed that Indian women
did not belong in schools, particularly Christian-controlled
schools. Rather, he felt that women should be at home, subject
to the prerogatives of their parents. The value of an educated
Indian woman was pointed out to him in an extensive public
debate led by J.I. Ramphal (father of Shridath Ramphal) in the
daily newspaper. JB finally accepted this new dispensation.
Extracted from the author’s address that was delivered at the
book launch in Guyana on February 5, 2022.

The Death of Democracy
When the law abiding majority is quiet,
The lawless minority runs riot.
When moral midgets rule the roost,
Civil folks find themselves in a noose!
Unlit Roads 2000
he past is prologue. History repeats itself. As I write
this article, there is an existential threat to the free
world. President Vladimir Putin, the Russian dictator,
has invaded Ukraine with Russian troops,
from land, sea, and air now entering Kyiv,
the capital, from all sides. The Ukrainians
Bernard
are desperately seeking help. Not being a
Heydorn
member of NATO, they are virtually on
their own. The situation is desperate and
chilling.
Putin has gone further and threatened
any country that tried to “interfere” with his plans will face a
nuclear war. Folks around the world fear a Third World War.
As a result, the West and the Free World have backed off from
any outside intervention that could give Putin the pretext to
start a nuclear war.
As it stands now, Ukraine is being left to hang out and
dry. Many Ukrainians, young and old, are staying to fight
the invaders. Many are dying, including civilians, men,
women, and children. Many more are fleeing, presenting a
humanitarian refugee problem not seen since World War II.
Putin has made it clear his goal is to take back Europe. This
was Adolf Hitler’s plan, hence the World War II. The axis of
evil extends beyond Putin’s Russia to North Korea’s dictator
“Rocket man”, showering rockets into the Sea of Japan.

Also, along the axis of evil is China, threatening its
neighbour Taiwan and areas in the South China Sea.
War comes with economic and other perils such as
inflation, recession, and depression. War in this day and age
has the added dimension of cyber and space warfare. The West
is trying to cut off Russian commerce with the free world, but
the threat seems to be falling on deaf ears. The rise in the price
of gas and other necessities is evident.
In our own country, the so-called “Freedom Convoy”
attack on our democracy was stunning and
chilling.
A well-planned, military-like operation,
thousands of militants brought to the city
of Ottawa an occupation that lasted over
a month. Their headquarters were set up
outside the Parliament buildings.
Racist attacks, right wing, antidemocratic, and “religious” extremists, Nazi and anti
Jewish signs, white nationalists, Trump signs and agitators,
provocateurs, wanton lawlessness, honking of horns,
businesses shut down, hospitals and medical workers attacked,
journalists spat on, and a Parliament in hiding became the
order of the day!
Civil folks found themselves in a noose. It was surreal!
Municipal, provincial, and federal levels of the government
found themselves in a stranglehold. The police chief of
Ottawa resigned, calling the situation “madness”. To make
matters worse, some leaders and members of the Conservative
Party in the federal government threw their support to the
insurrectionists, joining them on the streets!
Emboldened, lawless groups of the so called anti-vaxxers

“Freedom Convoy” blocked bridges into the US, shutting down
vital passage of goods, services, and trading with Canada’s
biggest trading partner.
After a long, lawless stand off, the Prime Minister of Canada
Justin Trudeau had to bring in the Emergencies Act, in spite of
the objections by the Conservatives, which gave the police and
the government wide acting powers to save our democracy.
The strength of our people was demonstrated in the
Battle of Billings Bridge in Ottawa where a group of citizens
including the elderly, blocked the road with their bodies and
walking sticks to prevent a convoy of insurrectionists from
entering the downtown area to resupplying the main group
there. These folks were some of our Canadian patriots, who
stood on guard for Canada, as the words of our National
Anthem intone.
After hundreds of arrests and a mobilised, reinforced, police
intervention, the insurrection was broken and retreated out of
town, hopefully never to return.
Hopefully, those arrested and charged will face the full force
of the law, including imprisonment. Many of these folks were
so brainwashed with conspiracy theories and Trumpism from
the US, they thought that what they were doing was “lawful”,
and US law applied to those charged!
We are now in a geopolitical system where the spread of evil
is as virulent as the spread of Covid-19, knowing no borders!
We live in dangerous times, unforeseen for generations.
Let us pray for our brave and just leaders, that the bells of
freedom will ring in all nations, that if we must stand and fight
evil, that is our lot in life.
The die is cast. The creeks are rising. Walk Good into the
unknown future along unlit roads.

I

Creeks rising: time to pray for our brave & just leaders
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CAL plans to connect with Qatar

Blue Yonder. Photos by Jenny Baboolal

T&T Consulate holds Carnival exhibition
Toronto – An exhibition of children’s Carnival photographs is now being held at the Consulate
General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in Toronto. Titled, The Art of Mas, the photographs on exhibit are from works by Jenny Baboolal, a Trinidadian-Canadian photographer. She
is also curating the exhibition, which continues until August 31, 2022.
Baboolal is an eminent artist, and is well-known for photographing the children’s event, popularly known as ‘Kiddies Carnival’, during the Carnival season in Trinidad and Tobago. Her art has
been exhibited at the National Museum, and the Art Gallery of Trinidad and Tobago, The Royal
Ontario Museum here at Toronto City Hall, and at numerous other venues and art galleries.
In a video address highlighting the event,
Acting Consul General Tracey RamsubaghMannette declared that the Consulate was
pleased to host the exhibition of Baboolal’s
children’s Carnival photographs.
She noted that while the event coincided
with Trinidad and Tobago’s Carnival season,
it will also continue until August 31 this year,
when the twin-island republic’s 60th anniversary of Independence will be observed.
“This is in recognition of the fact that
Carnival is one of our most prominent cultural
gifts to the City of Toronto, and to the world at
large,” Ramsubagh-Mannette added.
It was Baboolal’s idea to mount this special exhibit at the Consulate’s office here in
Toronto, her intention being to inspire and
uplift the community longing for a back home
taste of the Carnival spirit, particularly noticeable in the youngsters parading on the streets,
and while on the big stage.
In curating the The Art of Mas, Baboolal
selected pieces from her oeuvre that allow the
viewer to contemplate various aspects of the
richness of Carnival, including the range of the
children’s emotional engagement, their expressions and body language, and the costumes
Geisha Girl
that highlight the creativity and artistic skill
that have gone into its production.
“It is exciting, inspiring, and fun to experience and photograph thousands of children in a vast
array of costumes, parading together in the company of family and friends. For me, the children’s
Carnival is a profound experience – pure magic,” Baboolal says.
Due to pandemic-related restrictions, The Art of Mas will be available via a virtual walkthrough
posted on the Consulate’s Facebook page, and also in-person on a limited basis to those with
appointments to access services at the Consulate. For more information on the exhibit, call the
Consulate at 416-495-9442; or email congentoronto@foreign.gov.tt; also, click here to visit its
Facebook page.

Port-of-Spain – An agreement is immi- world’s fastest-growing airline, connecting
nent between Trinidad and Tobago and Qatar more than 140 destinations globally.
“Caribbean Airlines has a mandate to
Airways in the area of air services, Caribbean
improve connectivity within and outside the
Airlines said last week.
A statement from the airline noted region, and these talks with Qatar Airways
last Thursday that its chairman, Ronnie are well-aligned with the airline’s theme of
Mohammed, accompanied the Trinidad and resetting expectations for 2022,” Mohammed
added.
Tobago delegation to Qatar
The CAL statement also
for the Sixth Summit of Heads
reaffirmed the airline’s renewed
of State and Government of
focus on alliances to enable
the Gas Exporting Countries
better connectivity for its cusForum.
tomers, which is part of its
While in Qatar, Mohammed
strategic plan.
held discussions with officials
“The airline enjoys the
from Qatar Airways, includlargest network in the region,
ing Esmir Ganic, head of aerowhich it continues to expand.
political and corporate affairs;
It also holds interline agreePablo Gonzalez Zamora, alliments, and has online interline
ance and partnership; Haresh
booking capability with several
Sunderji Nanda, manager, corairline partners. As such, the
porate planning; and Dwayne
Ronnie Mohammed
meetings with Qatar Airways
Brian, senior manager, aeropoare a welcome development as the airline
litical and regulatory affairs.
As noted by the CAL statement, Mohammed moves forward to offer more options for travel
met with officials from Qatar Airways to to and from the Caribbean,” it said.
Meanwhile, CAL announced earlier this
explore prospects for deepening the relationship between the two carriers, especially in week that it will operate direct non-stop service between Houston, Texas and Georgetown,
passenger and cargo operations.
Said Mohammed: “I am delighted to be a Guyana, with onward connectivity to Port-ofpart of this delegation in my capacity as chair- Spain, starting March 22.
The service will operate thrice weekly to
man of Caribbean Airlines. The meetings held
were productive, and the impending signing and from Terminal D of the George Bush
of an air services agreement will enhance the Intercontinental Airport each Tuesday,
mutual interests of Trinidad and Tobago and Wednesday, and Thursday, up until June 30
this year.
Qatar.”
Commenting on the new flights, CEO
He added, “It increases the potential for
Caribbean Airlines to expand its connec- Garvin Medera said, “We are delighted to offer
tivity, offer greater choice to its customers this new service at a time when Caribbean
and increase trade and cargo movement for Airlines is actively resetting expectations for
our customers with our new aircraft and variTrinidad and Tobago and the region.”
Mohammed also revealed that Qatar ous refreshed products to enhance the overall
Airways serves all six continents, and is the customer experience.”
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Nation mourns tragic deaths of divers
Joseph said he had been prepared ahead by the officials for
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is in mourning, grieving the tragic loss of lives of four drivers who died following an the viewing of his son’s dead body.
“[Officials] warned us what we [were] going to see. I walked
underwater pipeline accident that occurred off Pointe-a-Pierre
in and he was there. My son has tattoos in parts of his body,
in south Trinidad last Friday.
Three of the bodies have since been recovered. However, up neck, chest, arms. The first one I saw was on his chest. It mark
‘Outlaw’ on his chest. I know well for sure that is my son.”
to yesterday, the body of the fourth diver was yet to be found.
Michael Kurban was also present at the FSC. He was the
Vanessa Kussia, wife of the missing diver Rishi Nagassar,
diver who initiated a rescue effort
broke down in tears and was inconthat discovered the lone survivor of
solable outside the Forensic Science
the ordeal, Christopher Boodram.
Centre yesterday after realising her
Kurban brought Boodram to the
husband’s body was not among the
surface, who is now hospitalised,
three bodies recovered on Monday.
and according to reports, remains
Accompanied by relatives,
deeply traumatised.
Kussia arrived at the FSC early,
Kurban is the son of deceased
hoping her husband’s body was
diver Fyzal. Speaking briefly with
among those recovered. However, it
the media yesterday, he again called
turned out that he was still missing.
for justice, and for the truth to
The Paria Fuel Trading Company
be revealed about what caused the
Limited said it was continuing with
tragedy, and why no early, proacoperations to recover him.
tive moves were taken by Paria to
The three bodies recovered were
rescue the trapped divers immediidentified as Yusef Henry, Fyzal
ately following the accident.
Kurban, and Kazim Ali Jr. Their
“Me and my other two divbodies were positively identified by
ers, we worked together to save
family members.
[Boodram]; not me alone,” Kurban
However, due to the mangled
said.
state of the bodies from the trauma
“When I dive that day it was just
they experienced in the pipeline,
to rescue everyone. We wanted to
family members had to use alternarescue all the guys, but the higher
tive means to identify them.
authorities, Paria management,
Henry was identified by a tattoo
they give orders, and Coast Guard
on the chest that said ‘Outlaw’, by
came after and stop us from conhis father Joseph Henry. Kurban
was identified by his wife Celisha Vanessa Kussia (left), wife of diver Rishi tinuing diving. They didn’t let us.
They said we had no authority to
via a watch he was wearing, and Ali Nagessar, is comforted by Afeisha Henry
continue diving, but it’s on my mind all the time right now. I’m
Jr’s body was identified by a T-shirt he had on at the time.
There were mixed emotions among family outside the FSC, trying to sleep; but Paria need to get their facts straight because
with inconsolable and uncontrolled grief, while other members it seems like they lying to the media, and it’s just false information,” he said.
extended comfort.
Kurban added, “You need to talk to Christopher Boodram.
Henry’s father, Joseph, after identifying his son’s body, exited
the building looking up to the sky and clapping loudly. He then He will explain everything…”
Fyzal’s wife, Celisha, was also very emotional after viewing
sat on a concrete bench where he cried silently, eventually calmher husband’s body. She and her husband were inseparable, she
ing himself.
“We’ve come to closure now. Yusef is dead. May God bless his said.
“We drank coffee together. He never once quarrelled with the
soul,” Joseph said.
He added, “All the other men: may God bless their souls, and children, and they are in their thirties and twenties. Anything
may the family, and children of these men be protected by God they wanted, he said, ‘Go ahead’,” she recalled.
She added, “He dive all over the Caribbean: in St Lucia, St
Almighty. And you guys, and Trinidad and Tobago, I am warning all you that the rain fall on my house now, but it go fall on Martin, Tobago – he helped them dredge the port in Tobago
all yuh house. If we stay as a separate and a hateful nation, we for the big ships to come in. He worked everywhere in the
Caribbean. He’s been diving since the 1990s.”
will die one by one.”

Patient recovers in US after T&T surgery goes awry

Port-of-Spain – Katherine Akum Lum was recuperating at send me home without even saying that my life could have been
the Norfolk Sentra General Hospital in the US last week fol- in danger,” Akum Lum said.
lowing a first round of surgery to correct extensive damage
She recalled that she returned to the institution in August
that occurred during a hysterectomy at a Trinidad and Tobago 2018 for answers, and was again shown no compassion or
hospital, the Trinidad Guardian reported.
empathy. It was only when her lawyers became involved that she
She was flown to the US hospital last
found out what took place.
month from Trinidad for an attempt by
“I think if [the NWRHA] had acted
US surgeons to fix extensive internal damearlier when this happened, and sent me
age cause after lye was accidentally used to
for the medical treatment there would have
do a pelvic wash at the St James Medical
been less damage in every aspect, less sufComplex in June, 2019.
fering, less pain. Because of the length of
She sued the North West Regional
time, obviously a lot would have been damHealth Authority, which is paying her
aged more,” she said.
medical costs and accommodation in the
Akum Lee encountered turbulence with
US.
financing for the hospital and air ambuAkum Lum underwent her first surgery
lance days before she was scheduled to
in the US on February 17. At this time, she
leave Trinidad and Tobago. She turned to
remains at Norfolk, and is due for a second
the media, where she appealed to Health
operation later this month.
Minister Terrance Deyalsingh to intervene.
Last month Akum Lum came under
Deyalsingh later contacted her and
criticism on social media following comensured the financial commitments were
Katherine Akum Lum
ments she made about the health care
in place for her surgery in the US.
system in Trinidad and Tobago.
She had sued the NWRHA, which had agreed to pay for her
Defending what she said, Akum Lum declared she was speak- surgery and associated costs. However, she became worried the
ing about her own treatment and its individual trauma.
NWRHA would not meet the payment deadlines, and her sur“I am only telling my story based on my experience. I am gery would have been postponed.
not saying the whole of Trinidad and Tobago is like that. Some
“Even with the surgery, [the authorities] kept dancing me
people had positive experiences, some had negative. I had nega- around. How much pain could I suffer? How much can I go
tive experience,” she said.
through? This is two-and-a-half years; a lot of pain; a lot of sufAccording to Akum Lum, she was shown no compassion at fering; a lot of drugging. A lot of stuff going on mentally and
the St James Medical Centre, especially by those in charge. She emotionally,” she said.
felt they had tossed her aside.
According to Akum Lum, she has been receiving support and
“[The medical official] knew I just did the hysterectomy. She counseling at the Norfolk hospital in Virginia.
knew what was done to me, and instead of trying to help to
Said Akum Lum: “Imagine, [the US doctors] apologised to
ensure I get good medical services, she just tossed me aside, and me. Did [any Trinidad and Tobago doctor] apologise?”
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Family members grieve outside the residence of
Nicole Moses following her February 24 murder

Business heads call for
serious action on crime

Port-of-Spain – Two business chambers on February 25
called on the government for serious action to be taken
to address crime in Trinidad and Tobago, one day after
Westmoorings businesswoman Nicole Moses was shot and
killed during a home invasion.
In a statement Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry
and Commerce condemned what it described as the recent
spate of violent crime, including murders, while calling on the
government and police to address the escalation.
Said the Chamber: “We call on Dr Keith Rowley, Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago as the head of the National
Security Council, the Minister of National Security and the
Acting Commissioner of Police, to address this increase in
crime with a swift and effective action plan to eliminate the
recent criminal activities in our society.”
Moses was killed during an invasion of her Cherry Crescent,
Westmoorings house on
February 24. She was fatally
shot during the confrontation.
During the attack her brother
shot and killed two of the interlopers.
Also calling for action by
the government and police
was President of the San Juan
Business Association Jason
Roach. In a media release, the
association said there is need
for serious action to be taken
to deal with the continuing
Nicole Moses
and rapid increase in crime in
Trinidad and Tobago. He also called for increased joint police
and army patrols in all communities.
Roach noted that all citizens are affected by crime, saying: “Public safety is at stake. It does not matter whether we
are one per cent or 99; we certainly cannot feel inspired with
recent developments through the closure of Special Operations
Response Team. We cannot take comfort with no clear sight in
the appointment of a permanent Commissioner of Police.”
Earlier last week following the police killing of an armed
bandit in the area, another member of the San Juan Business
Association, Abraham Ali, lamented there was an increase in
criminal activity in Aranguez and El Socorro.
The Chamber also issued a call to both sides of the political
divide, requesting that they set aside political affiliations and
pass effective legislation to help the authorities combat violent
crime, and bring the lawbreakers to justice.
“We call on lawmakers, and those governing our country, to
set aside partisan positions to put in place the legislation that
will protect us,” the Chamber said.
Meanwhile, Port-of-Spain businessman Kenny De Silva told
the media last week that the crime situation was causing even
more anxiety following Moses’ murder.
Said De Silva: “I am familiar with the [Moses] family. It is terrible to see what it has come to. Three lives were lost. Trinidad is
in a difficult space with crime, unemployment and Covid-19. It’s
a difficult time for us.... My sympathy goes to the [Moses] family
and her children and husband. I hope they are strong enough to
recover from such a tragedy.”
Moving forward, De Silva said, “Let the politicians stop
playing the fool. Look after the country. Do the job people
elected you to do. It starts at the top with both government and
Opposition. Sometimes I wonder if people really care about
Trinidad and Tobago.”
Businessman Joseph Berment McDowald said, “We are living in a failing society. We are being pretentious. The sooner we
stop pretending and get serious about running the country, we
will be in a better place. This calls for unity and collaboration on
important policies on both sides of the Houses of Parliament.”
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Amar Akbar Anthony –
ode to unity in diversity
By Sampada Sharma
he present generation of cinemagoers have accepted
Rohit Shetty as the epitome of Bollywood masala; the
audience, which is a little older, often calls him the
present-day Manmohan Desai.
The filmmaker, who once made films like Amar Akbar
Anthony, Dharam Veer, Parvarish, Suhaag, Coolie, and Mard,
among many other hits, was known as the man who could pull
the audience into a fantasy land with his cinema and then take
them on a surreal ride, all the while pushing the boundaries of
cinematic liberty.
It needn’t be logical, but it had to be entertaining to a degree
that the audience would gladly suspend disbelief and enjoy
two, or three, hours of pure escapism. The modern-day version
of the same is the ‘leave-your-brains-at-home-movie’, which
really doesn’t have the same
ring to it, and neither does it
come with a message strong
enough for you to suspend
your disbelief.
Desai made it big in the
1970s and amongst his many
hits is Amar Akbar Anthony,
the ensemble star vehicle
with a stupendous music
album, that has become the
glowing crown of his legacy.
In the present time,
Vinod Khanna
when a love story between
a Hindu and Muslim character can start Twitter wars, Amar
Akbar Anthony seems like it was made in a utopian world.
Because even in a fictional filmy world, surnames come
with their baggage. In this world, Desai made a film where a
Hindu couple’s three sons
are separated at birth, and
grow up accepting different
religions. They accept the
faith they grow up with,
and are happy to respect
each other’s faiths as well,
which sounds like a decent
enough way to live but
has disappeared from our
screens.
It is important to note that
Desai made this film towards
Rishi Kapoor
the fag end of the Emergency
in India, and released it shortly after the end of the Emergency.
The 21-month period, which is seen by many as the most
tumultuous time in India’s recent history, was full of political
and social uncertainty. The times were dark, and cinema was
an escapist’s medium.
So when Amar Akbar
Anthony painted the picture
of a nation where everyone’s
faith was upheld, it became a
lesson in “unity in diversity”,
a lesson that our movies took
for granted for far too long.
The opening scene of
this film has been trolled
mercilessly for years, as it
shows three men donating
blood to their birth mother
Amitabh Bachchan
via IVs that are plugged into
her. It can still be played for laughs, but Desai’s sincerity is
evident.
The three brothers here – Amar played by Vinod Khanna,
Akbar played by Rishi Kapoor, and Anthony played by
Amitabh Bachchan, happen to meet each other by chance and
accidentally discover their birth parents, thus finding their lost
family.
The three boys embrace different faiths in childhood, but
it is important to be noted that their conditioning in the said
faith has them falling in love with women who follow the same
religion.
Even in the fictional world where a woman’s eyesight can
magically come back, the directives to fall in love are crystal
clear.
Desai made his films as popcorn entertainment, and hardly
ever intellectualised his content to project his work as keeping
up with the times.
However, by expanding on subjects like secularism, he has
archived a chapter of India that feels like forgotten history. In
his own light-hearted way, Amar Akbar Anthony was an ode to
secularism, that offered a slice of optimism to a darker world.
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Bahadur with his fair lady, Madhuri

Duality makes Lal Patthar unbearable yet endearing
Film Review: Lal Patthar
The years pass, and the ever sharp-tongued Madhuri
By Filmi Geek
gleefully points this out to Bahadur, who seems to have spent
ometimes a movie about horrible people can
a decade in a haze, and is shocked to discover grey at his
nevertheless be a satisfying watch. Two of Lal Patthar's
temples.
three principals are awful; Bahadur (Raaj Kumar) is vain,
Annoyed at Madhuri, Bahadur trades up to a younger
selfish, and sanctimonious, and Madhuri (Hema Malini) is
model – a poor, talented, lovely singer named Sumita
mean, indolent, and manipulative.
(Rakhee). Her stage is adorned with a giant version of
This movie could have been unbearable, the kind of film
Vijayanthimala's puffball saree from Jewel Thief. How could he
where you yell at the screen in annoyance and unsympathy as
not fall in love?
awful people do awful things to one another. Yet somehow it
This time, Bahadur marries, earning him a promotion from
isn’t. It retains just enough of a shred of sympathy for each to
Rajkumar to Raja, and making Sumita his actual queen. But
keep the viewer engaged in their troubles.
Madhuri remains the de facto head of the household, mistress
Raaj Kumar Bahadur, also known as Gyanshankar Rai, is
not just of the servants, but of Bahadur himself – when she
a man of great wealth and royal birth, troubled by his family
beckons, he will drop anything, even Sumita, and go to her.
history (which, in the usual style, is set out in confusing
Despite this evident hold on him, Madhuri burns with envy.
exposition in the first 15 minutes
She plants the seeds of jealousy
of the film).
in Bahadur’s mind, questioning
With a villanous father, a saintly
Sumita’s relationship with her
mother, and a possibly insane
childhood sweetheart, Shekhar
grandfather, Bahadur perceives
(Vinod Mehra), recently returned
himself as a cursed duality, a
from abroad.
mixture of two very different types
The loyal Sumita is the
of personality.
innocent victim here of Bahadur’s
He vows celibacy (so as not
and Madhuri’s pathological
to propagate the damaged family
relation. Though she would, in
line), as well as temperance. Then,
fact, rather be married to Shekhar,
Trio of Sumita, Bahadur, & Madhuri
while out on a tiger hunt, he
Sumita shoulders her fate stoically
rescues a girl who had been kidnapped by dakus.
as a good Indian girl should, and wants nothing more than to
Bahadur returns the girl to her family, who abuses her
please Bahadur and win his attention.
terribly. Learning of this, Bahadur essentially buys her from
It is hard not to feel sorry for her, thrown into this
them. Moved by her beauty and apparent fragility, he falls in
ridiculous household dominated by these two awful people.
love with her, christens her Madhuri, and makes her his queen
And yet part of what makes Lal Patthar so much fun is
in all but formality – he does not marry her.
that all of the characters are somehow sympathetic, even the
Duality is a running theme in Lal Patthar.
wretched ones.
Bahadur has the blood of two very different families
Bahadur is pathetic, despite his power and wealth; as
running in his veins, and his two names reflect that. He also
misguided as his actions are, they are accessible. He is a deeply
shifts from one persona to another when he meets Madhuri,
confused and troubled fellow.
turning abruptly from his celibate and teetotaling ways.
And as vicious as Madhuri gets, one never forgets the
Madhuri starts her life as a village girl, Saudamini, but
abuses she suffered at the hands of her family when Bahadur
Bahadur wants to remake her according to his own model of
first rescued her from the dakus; there is an echo there of
the ideal woman: refined, educated, literate in English, and
Sita’s treatment after her encounter with Raavan, and the
Hindi.
mythological allegory inclines one to leniency with her, even
Indeed, you know things are not going to go well for
when she is at her most loony.
Bahadur and Madhuri when he says this: “Yes Madhuri, I will
Moreover, at the film’s conclusion, Madhuri achieves a full
make you the way I want to.”
redemption that is deeply satisfying.
That trick never works!
The sum of all of this is a simply terrific movie that gets
Sure enough, Madhuri does not take all that well to playing
better the more I think about it. It has some smashing songs,
Eliza Doolittle to Bahadur’s Henry Higgins. There is some
and a fabulous visual aesthetic.
interesting commentary on the relativity of cultural values
Both heroine and anti-heroine are stunning: Hema Malini
lurking here: Bahadur frets disgustedly at Madhuri’s ruralin particular looks delicious, and the relish with which she
accented Hindi, while Madhuri in turn giggles at her English
chews up the scenery playing this complex character is more
tutor’s English-accented Hindi.
than a treat.
And the English tutor makes no headway with Madhuri.
And then there is Raaj Kumar. The man is a terrible, terrible
“Please excuse me if I put it bluntly,” she explains to Bahadur
actor, the godfather of the sort of “stare acting” later perfected
as she resigns her post, “Rani sahiba is rather dull-headed”.
by the likes of Ajay Devgan and Abhishek Bachchan.
What Rani sahiba is, in fact, is bullheaded. Madhuri
But God help me, I love him. He’s just so damned dashing,
seems more uninterested than unable to learn what Bahadur
whether arrayed in traditional finery, a handsome slim-cut
wants her to master. And while she may not acquire much
western suit, dressed for the hunt in stylish khaki and pith,
refinement, she takes very readily to the role of mistress of the
or reclining while flanked by his hookah and his most prized
manor: in no time she is fluent at abusing the servants.
trophy. And then there are WIGS and DISGUISES.
Though one has the sense that Bahadur’s love for Madhuri
Lal patthar is available to watch with subtitles on YouTube.
fades as she fails to conform to his ideal imaginings, she
So is its Bengali original, by the way, starring Uttam Kumar
remains mistress of his home.
and also directed by Sushil Majumdar.
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Jhund about hope & a level playing field

T

he first full trailer of Amitabh Bachchan-starrer Jhund
his first collaboration with the actor. The music of popular
is out, and it promises to be an engaging sports drama
composer duo Ajay-Atul is already a hit with the audience.
about human spirit overcoming all obstacles. The
The biographical sports drama is based on the life of social
movie has been helmed by acclaimed Marathi filmmaker
worker Vijay Barse, who is the founder of an NGO called Slum
Nagraj Manjule, who is also responsible for giving audience
Soccers, and who inspired slum kids to form a football team,
moving films like Fandry and
with Amitabh essaying that
Sairat.
role.
The long clip offers an
In the movie, Bachchan
intriguing peek into the
plays a professor who takes it
world of Jhund, where we
upon himself to better the lives
see Bachchan rallying street
of street children by giving
children to form a football
them a concentrated purpose.
team.
He gathers them together and
He sees potential for growth
inspires them to play football
in them that no one else can
as a team.
see, not even the youngsters
Jhund also features Sairat
themselves. In the three-minute
stars Akash Thosar and Rinku
trailer, Vijay tries to get the
Rajguru in pivotal roles. Jhund
teens out from a life of crime to
marks the actors’ second
one of sports even as his visit to
collaboration with Manjule,
the slum end up with him being
having previously worked
offered [marijuana] instead of
together in Sairat.
footballers.
Jhund has seen a lot of
The trailer then follows how
delays over the last three
Vijay manages to unite the gang
years. The film’s first look was
of rowdy, criminally-inclined
launched over two years ago,
teenagers into a team, and
and the first teaser late last
transform the lives of the kids.
month.
There is also a glimpse of
The film was originally
what appears to be a rousing
slated to release in September
climactic monologue from
2019. Since then, it had been
Bachchan’s character Vijay as
postponed several times. There
Amitabh Bachchan in Jhund
he makes the case for his ‘team’.
were even murmurs that due to
The video also lets the audience know that the society too is
the rising Omicron cases, the producers were mulling a direct
responsible for contributing to the destruction of the youth,
OTT release for the film.
who seemingly have nowhere to go. The music by Ajay-Atul
In an earlier interview with the press, Nagraj had said he
only heightens the drama further.
wants the film to release in theatres.
Earlier in the day, Big B had teased the trailer launch
“It has been made and delayed for so long. I myself want
by sharing a brand new poster of the movie along with the
that it releases in theatres. I have been trying and struggling
caption, “Aayi yeh toli hai, haath milake ek hi cheez boli hai.
for that a lot. The entire crew has come together to support
Aaj aayega trailer, bas rehna taiyaar aap!”
me in that, and we all now will try to get it released in theatres
Jhund marks the Hindi film debut of Manjule, and also
when the time is right,” Nagraj said.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Ravenous Ranveer
on dessert binge

R

anveer Singh has shared several pictures from
New York where he gorged on mutiple desserts
and went into food coma during his outing.
He shared a picture in a restaurant with several plates
of different delicacies spread on the table.
“Let’s Taco ’bout it,” he wrote before gorging on warm
puff pastry with brûlée bananas,
white chocolate honeycomb,
and cornflakes served with
condensed milk ice-cream.
After sharing close up
pictures of all these desserts,
Ranveer posted a picture
lying on a couch and
captioned, “And the result.
Food coma”.
Ranveer was accompanied
by photographer Rohan
Shrestha. Sharing a picture
from a car, Ranveer wrote on
Before
his Instagram Stories, “We were mostly in the moment but
managed some pictures. All in all a great success”.
He shared another selfie and captioned it, “Nice to be
out and about. Been a minute”.
He also gave a sneak peek
of some vinyl records
he bought during his
shopping spree, and
shared a video in which
he asked someone about
his favourite Bollywood
movie, and got the reply,
Devdas.
Ranveer was recently
in US where he played at
in the National Basketball
Association’s All-Star
After
Celebrity Game. He was last seen in sports drama 83 and
has quite a few films in the pipeline, including Rocky Aur
Rani Ki Prem Kahani, Cirkus, and Jayeshbhai Jordaar.
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Ramadhin put Empire in a spin, turning its gaze on emerging resistance
Sonny Ramadhin
May 1, 1929-February 26, 2022
Part I
By Romeo Kaseram
onny ‘Boy’ Ramadhin was not given a first name during
official registration following his birth on May 1, 1929,
at Esperance Village in south Trinidad. As occurs in
East Indian households, the affection contained in the generic
home-name ‘Boy’, the first known point of reference to which
he responded when hailed by family members, then grew into
its more affectionate, synonymous ‘Son’, eventually morphing
into the informal, unwritten diminutive, ‘Sonny’, by which we
all know him now.
This was the time of Empire – what is in a name means
all subjects must start life in an imperial world with imposed,
appended specificities: a first name, and then its antecedent
linkage to the surveillant continuum that is an ancestral, family
surname.
Thus, as Abhishek Mukherjee reports on the website cricmash.com, “something very strange happened when [Ramadhin]
toured England in 1950” – to his astonishment, and wonderment, this young cricketing wonder, who was going to topple
many English stumps, discovered he was at a loss; stumped,
so to speak, at what he was reading in the English newspapers
covering his 1950 entrance into the Mother Country.
As Mukherjee reports, “In Ramadhin’s own words, ‘[When] I
got to England they insisted that nobody could go through life
without initials. The next time I picked up the paper I’d become
KT Ramadhin. I never did find out what my new English names
were supposed to be!’”
When Ramadhin senior attended to the formal, legal details
required on his son’s birth certificate – minus a first initial, little
did he know his fragile ‘Boy’ would one day make his way in the
world to spin high among the lights orbiting the upper cricket
echelon; that he would make a name for himself.
Ramadhin was named Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1951
following his remarkable 135 wicket haul at 14.88 runs apiece
the year before, the result of what H. Gee, marking the achievement in Wisden, describes as the performance that had led to
“his astonishing rise to fame”.
Gee’s biographical details are remarkably capillary for the
time, indicating a shifting from the then epidermal glances typically afforded colonial bodies at the margins of Empire. A more
rounded, humanist picture is drawn, testimony to the emergent
significance of the impact Ramadhin was making at the centre,
his cricketing ascendancy having penetrated deep inside the
boundary during the West Indies 1950 tour.
Details range from the mundane to the filigreed, astonishing for the time when written, the focus holistic, its subject a
descendent of East Indian indentured immigrants who had
been shipped to Trinidad from India following the abolition of
slavery.
As informative as it is a window into the underprivilege
endured by the descendants of ex-slaves and indentured servants
growing up indigent in the Caribbean during the 1930s-1940s,
Gee’s text yields penetrating insights into Ramadhin’s early
years, starting school in 1933 and exiting 12 years later at 16.
He tells us the young man was introduced to cricket at the
Canadian Mission School in Duncan Village, south Trinidad;
that Ramadhin “took bat in hand as naturally as most youngsters, but never bowled at school”, and was rewarded for his
“batting prowess with the Juggernaut Cup for the best average”.
Gee notes Ramadhin “did not play organised cricket for some
time, but took every chance to practise with the local Palmiste
Club in Trinidad”. When Gee was writing in 1951, Ramadhin
stood at “no more than 5ft 4ins and just [tipping] the scales at
nine stone [126 pounds]”; from such detailed data, he extrapolates the spinner “must have looked a frail figure in his teens”.
Also, Ramadhin rarely had the opportunity to “get a knock in
the Palmiste nets, so he started to bowl”. Wikipedia and Bharath
Ramaraj, writing in the website cricbuzz.com, note it was coaching by his Palmiste captain, Oscar Roach, that made Ramadhin
turn to off-spin. As Gee adds, “Almost at once he, and the batsmen he bowled to, found that he could turn the ball from the off
or from leg without change of arm or body action”.
His promising action soon put him on the Palmiste reserve
team, and later, when he was 17, gave him a turn among the first
eleven. The second division Palmiste club took the Callender
Cup trophy a year later. By then his reputation was blossoming,
with Gee noting cricket enthusiasts in Trinidad had started “to
take notice of the youth who could make the ball break either
way by a simple flick of his small fingers and an imperceptible
turn of the wrist”.
According to Gee, a friend brought Ramadhin to the attention of former intercolonial player and Barbadian allrounder,
C.I. Skinner. He took the 19-year-old Ramadhin as a protégé,
and as an employee, a storekeeper with the Trinidad Leaseholds
Oil Company. Ramadhin’s relationship with Skinner, and consistent performance with the Leaseholds’ cricket team, began
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Sonny Ramadhin
opening doors into the exclusive, colonial world. It took him to
the West Indies trials, where selectors were assembling a touring
team for England in 1950.
Ramadhin played in just two first class games, both against
Jamaica on a matting wicket. He took 8 for 106, and 4 for 125
in the two matches – 12 wickets at 19.25 runs apiece. This performance, which Ramadhin described to Gee “as a bit of luck”,
brought him to the attention of John Goddard, then West Indian
captain, and the opener, Jeffrey Stollmeyer.
It was this mix of his performance against Jamaica, and his
growing reputation, that led to him making it “comfortably
to the boat that left for England later that year”, as Mukherjee
notes. Mukherjee adds Ramadhin also made the pick because
Stollmeyer spoke “very highly of him”.
It must be understood both Goddard and Stollmeyer were
firmly entrenched in the elitist, hierarchical world of cricket and
its foundational, colonial society of that time. That both men
gave their blessing for Ramadhin’s selection to the team touring
England in 1950 made his ascension a notable inclusion, since
he was the first Indo-Caribbean player to join the West Indies.
It was also a pivotal moment in the history of West Indian
cricket for Indo-Caribbeans’ futurity – Ramadhin’s talent,
performance, and promise with the ball were now elevated as
capillary abilities, transcending the historically exclusive and
epidermal, colonial hierarchy.
Already, Ramadhin had mesmerised two cricketers and
decision-makers, Goddard and Stollmeyer, beyond what was
then a boundary set and guarded by select fieldsmen.
Given the painful history of the people forcefully brought
to the Caribbean, and its more recent vintage journeys undertaken by Ramadhin’s Indo-Caribbean ancestors, his making
it “comfortably to the boat that left for England”, according to
Mukherjee, is replete with historical ironies. But it was just the
start to Ramadhin’s run-up, initial steps in Gee’s words to “his
astonishing rise to fame”.
It was the 1950 tour against the English team, and Ramadhin
was on his way to making a name for himself.
Part II
rphaned by the time he was three years old, Ramadhin
and his brother, Ramsamooj, were raised in St Charles
Village, in the rural deep south of Trinidad, by a
grandmother, and an uncle and aunt. Writing in the Trinidad
Guardian’s ‘Legends of West Indies Cricket’ in 2010, Nasser
Khan tells us Ramadhin grew up in a modest wooden house, “in
a largely agricultural village, hardly a place with any cricketing
facilities or cricketing history”.
In 2001, Ramadhin himself recalled those early years, telling
The Telegraph’s Gareth Davies “[my] grandparents arrived in
Trinidad from India, and I was brought up by an uncle. I learnt
my cricket on one little cricket ground in Esperance, a village in
the countryside”.
Additional details on Ramadhin’s early years are provided in
Simon Lister’s Fire in Babylon: How the West Indies Cricket Team
Brought a People to its Feet. Here we learn Ramadhin’s “grandparents were labourers who had come to Trinidad from India to
cut sugar cane in the nineteenth century”; also, the young man
“had learned to bowl in cleared patches of cane stubble”.
Lister adds, “When he was a teenager, it became clear that he
had a particular gift. He was a slow bowler who turned the ball
sharply towards a right-handed batsman off the pitch. But with
no obvious change to his bowling action, he could also spin the
ball the opposite way.”
Ramadhin’s talent with the ball brought him to the attention
of cricket allrounder, J.C. Skinner, owner of Leaseholds Oil
Company, who put him on the company’s payroll and signed
him up in its cricket club.
In Ramadhin’s words, quoted by Lister, “Leaseholds were
the oil people on the San Fernando side of [Trinidad]. I had a
job driving a tractor, cutting the fairways on their golf course.
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Leaseholds had two golf courses – not for all the employees of
course, just the whites. We weren’t allowed to play on it… As for
my cricket, my bowling was something natural. I used to bowl
to the older men in the practice net and they were amazed that
I could turn the ball both ways. But I didn’t know that people
couldn’t read me until I came to England. All I knew was that I
bowled an off break and a leg break.”
Ramadhin was a frail 20-year-old, at five feet four inches,
when he stepped off the SS Golfito with his West Indian teammates at the Empire’s centre in 1950, and onto the world cricketing stage. He arrived with “a great hope for his country and a
mystery for English batsmen to solve”, H. Gee writes in Wisden
in 1951, the article reproduced in ESPNcricinfo. He adds, “From
the start Ramadhin perplexed his rivals, and as the tour went
on he grew into a bogey with a reputation which worried most
batsmen even before he bowled against them.”
Abhishek Mukherjee, writing later in the website crickmash.
com, locates further details on Ramadhin on the field, “with his
sleeves perpetually buttoned up, bowling with the cap on, turning the ball in either direction with an unconventional wrist
turn followed by a flick of the fingers”, adding the action was
a mystery England never seemed to get over in the 1950 tour.
Mukherjee also notes, “He ran in with a whippy action, and
along with his impeccable accuracy, he bamboozled the batsmen with amazing variations in flight and pace… [He] spun an
indecipherable web on the hapless Englishmen… [and] was the
epitome of wizardry.” According to Gee, Ramadhin’s “orthodox
attack was the offbreak spun with the middle finger down the
seam”.
That this talented youth was unprepared for rapid ascendancy on the world stage is notable in the trove of details available
about Ramadhin as an emergent enigma – for example, Lister
recounts this child from the equator wore pajamas under the
cricket whites against the cooler English summer.
Also, as Gee notes, Ramadhin was youthfulness that had to
be blooded, his spinning finger not yet thoroughly insulated by
acquired, protective calluses. Thus Gee writes that Ramadhin’s
forefinger endured painful baptisms of fire with the volume of
deliveries he was called upon to send down the pitch, that before
becoming “thickened, [it] used to bleed when [he] found himself called on to bowl dozens of overs”; additionally, “the digit
gradually became stronger, and bathing it in hot water proved a
salve for soreness”.
Even more finite details are available from the 1950s, with
Gee highlighting Ramadhin’s varying methodologies, telling
us, “On pitches when the ball did not turn much, [he] attacked
the off stump. If the turf helped spin, then he pitched the ball
outside off. His variations, which kept the batsmen on tenterhooks, were the legbreak and plain straight ball, bowled perhaps
twice in an over. The legbreak, spun principally by the middle
and third fingers, was almost invariably pitched on the middle
stump. Ramadhin flighted the ball, yet never tossed it, and with
a clever change of pace alternating from slow to medium he
presented additional difficulties to batsmen who hesitated to go
forward to kill the spin.”
The availability of a trove of such finite, capillary details is
remarkable, for among other things, it reveals how the gaze of
the Empire turned its specific focus on an emergent Ramadhin,
a young, talented, and threatening adversary rising out of the
many marginalised bodies of children of the Empire.
Moreover, that Ramadhin was a subject of intense study
tells us the imperial gaze was being informed, and was at work
mapping resistances that were emergent, ground-breaking, and
adversarial. It would later swell into an upheaval, as the descendants of slaves and indentured immigrants to the Caribbean
began striking back at the Empire, first on the cricket field.
Lister informs us that with Ramadhin’s selection and groundbreaking right-handed spin, “[no] one from an Indo-Caribbean
racial background had been picked to play Test cricket for the
West Indies before”.
West Indies had visited England four times since 1928, and
had always been beaten, Lister notes. The connected sequence
of defeats changed with a new plot emerging in the 1950 tour,
when West Indies took charge of the narrative, decisively finishing with a 3-1 victory. Ramadhin finished with figures 377.5170-604-23, at 23.23; he topped the series with 135 wickets at
an astonishing 14.88, Mukherjee tells us. Ramadhin, along with
his spin-twin, Alf Valentine, were both named Wisden Players
of the Year in 1951.
Even the number of steps Ramadhin took in his run-up was
mapped – three steps, which the poet Cecil Gray celebrates in
his evocative poem, Sonny Ramadhin. Three footfalls, the leap,
delivery, and then putting the ball to flight, which as it spun,
also took to apprehensive English bats residues of blood from
Ramadhin’s overworked, bleeding fingers; and with its flight
to uproot the stumps, resistance from a people who came, suffered, but endured, having been bled by the Empire in its many
southern fields.
Republished from ICW, November 6, & December 4, 2019.
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Comebacks dominate WI Test squad

C

omebacks dominated the picks to the West Indies Men’s et for Trinidad & Tobago Red Force, with best figures of 5-82
squad for the first Apex Test match against England, against Jamaica Scorpions.
with left-handed opener John Campbell recalled after
“Anderson Phillip bowled extremely well and was very imbeing dropped from the side almost a year ago. Also, Shamarh pressive in the first two rounds of the West Indies ChampionBrooks made a comeback pick to the team, the Caribbean Media ship, and we decided to give him an opportunity in the Test
Corporation reported last week.
squad to face England. He has been around
Meanwhile, fast bowler Anderson Phillip
the squad before in white ball cricket, so he
is positioned for his Test debut after he was
has some experience at the international
included in squad that was announced last
level,” Haynes said
week by the Cricket West Indies Selection
On the other hand, left-arm fast-bowlPanel.
ing allrounder Raymon Reifer was over“I expect us to be very competitive
looked, despite an outstanding start to the
against England. This should be a very exWest Indies Championship.
citing series, with a lot of players who are
Also omitted were off-spinning allout to make their mark. We have a squad
rounders Roston Chase and Rahkeem
that has some experienced players, as well as
Cornwall, Shai Hope, Shannon Gabriel,
some exciting young players, and we expect
and left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican.
them to equip themselves well and do the
All four toured Sri Lanka last Novemjob,” said lead selector Desmond Haynes.
ber for the two-Test series in which West
Both Campbell and Phillip were impresIndies suffered a whitewash.
sive in the first two rounds of the current
The first Apex Test will be played at
West Indies Championship.
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium starting
In a performance noted by the selectors,
March 8-12, following the warm-up match
Campbell hit 213 runs for Jamaica Scorpinow underway at the Coolidge Cricket
ons at an average of 53.25, including 127
Ground, and which ends on Friday.
John Campbell
against Barbados Pride at Kensington Oval
Squad: Kraigg Brathwaite (captain), Jerlast week. He played 15 Tests before being dropped following Sri maine Blackwood (vice-captain), Nkrumah Bonner, Shamarh
Lanka’s tour of the Caribbean last April, after making his Test Brooks, John Campbell, Joshua Da Silva, Jason Holder, Aldebut during England’s tour of the Caribbean in 2019.
zarri Joseph, Kyle Mayers, Veerasammy Permaul, Anderson
Phillip has taken 12 wickets at an average of 14.25 per wick- Phillip, Kemar Roach, and Jayden Seales.

Stefanie Taylor lands World Cup lead role

S

tafanie Taylor has been named captain of West Indies'
15-player squad for the Women’s World Cup, which begins in New Zealand on Friday.
Taylor recently missed the final match of West Indies’ ODI series in South Africa following a concussion.
Offspinner Anisa Mohammed led the side
during Taylor’s absence, and has now been
appointed vice-captain for the World Cup.
She enters the tournament needing one
more to reach 300 in international cricket.
Five players in the West Indies squad
could also make their World Cup debuts
– Aaliyah Alleyne, Cherry-Ann Fraser,
Chinelle Henry, Karishma Ramharack, and
Rashada Williams.
Also included in the squad is legspinner Afy Fletcher, who made her comeback
to the team in South Africa following her
maternity leave.
West Indies have also named three traveling reserves as part of the tournament’s
Stefanie
Covid-19 protocols: Kaysia Schultz, Mandy
Mangru, and Jannillea Glasgow.
Said selector Ann Browne-John: “The squad selected shows
a blend of youth and experience. We have Anisa Mohammed

who is playing in her fifth World Cup, and will help guide the
younger ones selected. We have five players who have had their
maiden Cricket World Cup selection.”
She added, “The team just completed a series against South
Africa where the players got good preparation before the Tournament. There were
some relatively good showings with a few
players having outstanding performances
and it is expected that they would raise their
levels even further during the competition.”
Browne-John also noted that Fletcher’s
return strengthens the bowling department.
West Indies will start the tournament on
Friday when they take on hosts New Zealand at Bay Oval.
Squad: Stafanie Taylor (captain), Anisa
Mohammed (vice-captain), Aaliyah Alleyne, Shemaine Campbelle, Shamilia
Connell, Deandra Dottin, Afy Fletcher,
Cherry Ann Fraser, Chinelle Henry, Kycia
Taylor
Knight, Hayley Matthews, Chedean Nation, Karishma Ramharack, Shakera Selman, Rashada Williams. Travelling reserves are Kaysia Schultz, Mandy Mangru, and Jannillea Glasgow.

Best practice for WI to keep eye on results

W

est Indies will continue to struggle for winning re- oriented.
“It’s too long now we’re in the wilderness, with a good game
sults as long as there is no change in performance
levels from players, former Test batsman Carlisle here and there, and you retain your play. There was a time I obBest said last week. He was also critical of what he described served in West Indies cricket where we lost the series, and then
the last game or two, somebody scores a hunas “production records” by the team’s batters.
dred. So, he sets up himself for the next seAt the time, Best was speaking on Starcom
ries, which we’re going to lose, but he’s going
Radio’s Mason and Guest cricket show, which
to do well and he maintains a play,” said Best.
is broadcast out of Barbados. He played eight
The left-handed opener Campbell was
Tests and 24 One-Day Internationals between
recalled to the West Indies 13-man squad
1986 and 1990, and now sits on the Barbados
named last month to face England in the
Cricket Association’s selection panel.
opening match of the three-Test series. He
According to Best, the players were only
scored a hundred against Barbados Pride
doing enough to be selected for the Test sein the first round of the Regional Four-Day
ries, and this was leading to continued downChampionship.
ward spiral for West Indies across all formats.
Best said because of a lack of consistent
“So invariably you’re not looking at a side
performances, selectors were repeatedly
that will win anything – that is my view – beforced to resort to the same personnel.
cause the production record of our players
“We see too often the regurgitation of
in terms of performances is nothing to argue
players – players who have played before. It’s
about,” he said.
not like we’re rated number two or number
He added, “I’m happy... [chief selector
three, and we have a hard side to select,” he
Desmond Haynes] was able to come up with
Carlisle Best
said.
a team, but quite frankly, in my view, [John]
Additionally, “The fact of the matter is that in Test cricket
Campbell or [Devon] Thomas are about the same. There is nothwe’re number eight; in ODIs we’re at number [nine]; and in T20
ing to shout about.”
As Best noted, for the West Indies to move forward positively, we’re at number [seven]. Therefore, there is not a lot to shout
there must be a focus on performances, which must be results- about as to who is selected.”
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)
Wednesday March 02, 2022
England tour of West Indies, 2022
West Indies Cricket Board President XI vs
England, 4-day Practice Match, Day 2, Coolidge
Cricket Ground, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Thursday March 03, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Bangladesh, 2022
Bangladesh vs Afghanistan, 1st T20I, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 03:00 PM
WI Cricket Board President XI vs England,
4-day Practice Match, Day 3, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Friday March 04, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of India, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 1
PCA IS Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 09:30 AM
Australia tour of Pakistan, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 1,
Rawalpindi Cricket Stad., Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
West Indies Cricket Board President XI vs
England, 4-day Practice Match, Day 4, Coolidge
Cricket Ground, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Saturday March 05, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 2, PCA IS
Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 09:30 AM
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 2,
Rawalpindi Cricket Stad., Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
Bangladesh vs Afghanistan, 2nd T20I, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 03:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
United Arab Emirates vs Oman, 1st Match, ICC
Academy Ground, Dubai, 09:30 AM
Sunday March 06, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 3, PCA IS
Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 09:30 AM
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 3,
Rawalpindi Cricket Stad., Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
Oman vs Namibia, 2nd Match, ICC Academy
Ground, Dubai, 09:30 AM
Monday March 07, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 4, PCA IS
Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 09:30 AM
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 4,
Rawalpindi Cricket Stad., Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
Tuesday March 08, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 5, PCA IS
Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 09:30 AM
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 5,
Rawalpindi Cricket Stad., Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
United Arab Emirates vs Namibia, 3rd Match,
ICC Academy Ground, Dubai, 09:30 AM
WI vs England, 1st Test, Day 1, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Wednesday March 09, 2022
United Arab Emirates vs Oman, 4th Match, ICC
Academy Ground, Dubai, 09:30 AM
West Indies vs England, 1st Test, Day 2, Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Thursday March 10, 2022
West Indies vs England, 1st Test, Day 3, Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Friday March 11, 2022
Oman vs Namibia, 5th Match, Sharjah Cricket
Stadium, Sharjah, 09:30 AM
West Indies vs England, 1st Test, Day 4, Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Saturday March 12, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 1, M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru, 12:30 PM
Pakistan vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 1, National
Stadium, Karachi, 10:00 AM
United Arab Emirates vs Namibia, 6th Match,
Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah, 09:30 AM
West Indies vs England, 1st Test, Day 5, Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Sunday March 13, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 2, M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru, 12:30 PM
Pakistan vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 2, National
Stadium, Karachi, 10:00 AM
Monday March 14, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 3, M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru, 12:30 PM
Pakistan vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 3, National
Stadium, Karachi, 10:00 AM
Oman vs Namibia, 7th Match (Rescheduled),
Dubai Int. Cricket Stad., Dubai, 09:30 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!

Brampton
SOLD $202,000 OVER ASKING PRICE
Newly Renovated. Registered second unit
dwelling with the City of Brampton.
Approximately 3,000 sq ft.

Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

For Sale

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke

Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
Artwalk Condos is a new
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

$600s*

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!
A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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437-235-7599

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

Starting
From

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

