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In photos, sections of the over 175 attendees who celebrated the ICGAA’s anniversary earlier this month

Indo Caribbean Golden Age group celebrates 30 years
Toronto – A vibrant group of the Indo Caribbean
Golden Age Association gathered on June 5 to
celebrate Father’s Day and the Association’s 30th
Anniversary during an afternoon lunch and entertainment for seniors and special guests.
Over 175 attendees attended the event, which
included members of ICGAA, and representatives
from temples and other associations that have supported the group over the years.
Among those gathered were Vic Singh, President
of the Vedic Cultural Centre; Basil & Anna Punit
of the Devi Mandir; Bibi and Ramesh Ramjit of the
Fifty Plus Club; Janet Naidu, poet/writer and founder
of the Pakaraima Writers Association; Peter Jailall,
poet/writer; Doodie and Indra Ross of the Vedic
Cultural Centre; and Angie Pitamber of the A&S
Fashion & Pooja Store.
The theme for the day was to reminisce and
celebrate the many achievements that the association held for the benefit of Indo-Caribbeans, and a
diversity of seniors in the Greater Toronto Area

community.
Entertainment included performances by Anjuli
Shiwraj, who has been dancing from the age of four
for many years for the ICGAA. She has her own
school, Shiv Anjali Arts, and showcased her students,
who performed for the event.
Many events were held over the years where many
children showcased their talents, including some acting in plays with the members. Many also attained
their community credits for their school achievements.
Over these decades, members of the ICGAA have
been dedicated to keeping their vision of a community serving seniors, many serving in executive positions, or volunteering at the registration desk, in the
kitchen, serving meals, or in general always lending
a hand for the event and the association as a whole.
Attendees enjoyed the afternoon with a delicious
lunch. They were also entertained by the popular
musician, David Singh, who has played for the
See Page 5: ICGAA celebrates
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Hindu Federation awards ceremony recognises outstanding students
Etobicoke – Excitement and anticipation, along with a sense of achievement, were palpable among several hundred attendees who gathered over the
weekend for the twice-postponed awards ceremony of the Hindu Federation.
The event was held at the Woodbine Banquet Hall on June 12, with the
main item on the agenda being the award of scholarships to four outstanding
young Hindu students who reflected academic prowess and the spirit of volunteerism. The awardees were Divya Gossai, Soni Rambharack, Radha Sharma,
and Kashmeena Mangal.
Meanwhile, impeccably dressed in some of the finest Indian cultural garb,
many of the attendees expressed relief the event was finally going ahead, and
was no longer being postponed due to Covid-19. Complementing the impec-
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cable dress by the attendees was a nicely decorated banquet hall.
It was notable that throughout the event there were many pockets of conversations, and the lifting up of laughter that were free from the anxieties of the
last two years. The atmosphere in the banquet hall continued to be filled with
good-natured bantering, in what was a family-friendly and amicable gathering
throughout the event.
The audience was made up of a good mix of members of the Hindu community drawn from Guyana, the Caribbean, the Indian subcontinent, and
elsewhere.
Also, there was a large contingent of Pandits representing several Hindu
See Page 5: Vishal Sharma
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$1,450,000

$999,999

See It To Believe It!

Close To Transit!

A symphony in every room! First time on
market. Original homeowners. Tour well-kept &
unforgettable home. Internet hardwired thruout,
w/ built-in speakers in each room. Impressive
hardwood, California shutters, 2 ensuite bathrms,
extra-long drvwy, unspoilt bsmnt w/sep ent & many
more upgrades. You need to see it to believe it!

Charmingly delightful! Don’t miss large
home in one of Brampton’s most well-sought
neighbourhoods! Open concept maximises space
w/ impressive, functional layout. Finished bsmt apt
w/ 2 bdrms. Lge windows, generous-sized rooms,
beautiful backyard with wood deck & many more.
Close to many amenities, Hwys, & public transit.

Investor’s Dream

Sharp as a Tack

$999,900

$379,000

This lovely home is packed with upgrades awaiting
your eyes! This impressive home boasts a large
walkway, a large patio, double door entry, fully
open concept main floor with a separate dining
room, engineered hardwood, and plenty of large
windows welcoming in natural lighting.

Prime Location!
Take a look at this impressive townhome, located
in a small fenced area with visitor parking. This
home is recently renovated with LED lights, lovely
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
updated kitchen, & a finished basement. The real
yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned!
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Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!
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See it to believe it. Gorgeous, well-maintained
detached home with many features. Sun-drenched
wind., rare sep living, din. & fam. rms, gleaming
parquet flrs & lge eat-in kitch. Sep acc. to bsmt with
own kitch. & two more bdrms! No sidewalk & your
extra long driveway. Don’t let this one get away!

O

A Dream House Made Possible!

Your Finest Opportunity!
Don’t miss opportunity to own a spacious freehold
townhome at Keele south of Finch! Prime location
near to a new transit line. Take in the beautiful
layout featuring internal access from the garage, a
spacious patio, & a fenced backyard. A great price
point with no maintenance fees! Call today.

$899,900
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$1,279,700

$839,900
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See It To Believe It!
Enjoy the sheer amount of space with this lovely
semi-detached. Features an open concept living
& dining room, gourmet kitchen with modern
appliances & beautiful family room right above
garage. Clean & well kept, home’s original owner
took great care. A rare opportunity awaits you.
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CDCO’s Equity & Diversity Representative Chris Campbell addresses George Brown graduates on Monday

(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

CDCO’s Campbell inspires George Brown graduates
Toronto – George Brown College 2022 graduates were
the recipients of a passionate and pragmatic keynote address
on Monday, the inspirational message delivered by Chris
Campbell, Director of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion at
Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario, and Vice President of
the Carpenters’ Union.
“Don’t let the adversities in your life determine your path forward. Persevere! Persevere! Persevere! Whether you came from
the Ukraine, Syria, or Haiti, or grew up in social housing, put in
the work,” Campbell told the gathering in downtown Toronto.
Sharing his life’s experiences, Campbell said he arrived in
Canada in 1987 with $20, and a dream.
“I saw Canada as a place of economic wealth and prosperity,
compared to Kingston, Jamaica,” he stated.
Said Campbell: “Achieving my dream was not an option. I
was able to make it happen. I was motivated to work during the
day, and attend college and high school at night, while working
parttime on weekends.”
It was a challenging time, Campbell said, recalling how hard
he worked “to provide the basic needs: a roof over my head,
food on the table, clothes on my back… I worked as a custodian… as a dishwasher; also, as a factory hand…”

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

Then speaking directly to the convocation, Campbell said
a pivotal moment in his life was the realisation he needed to
acquire more education and training. Earlier, he had informed
the gathering that he too, was a George Brown graduate.
In what was an astute career move, Campbell said he joined
the Carpenters’ Union as a first year apprentice.
“I worked hard, and took advantage of every opportunity
that presented itself,” he said. He worked on many different
projects, “just to gain the experience”.
The result of his hard work, diligence, and holding on to
his dream, Campbell said today he is the Vice President of the
Carpenters’ Union. Also, he is Director of Equity Diversity and
Inclusion at the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario; as well,
he is Chair of the Toronto Community Benefits Network.
Speaking directly to the gathering, Campbell said the journey
ahead would likely present roadblocks and disappointments.
“You may have to detour and cut your losses along your
career path; but if you are passionate and driven, never give up!
Persevere! Persevere! Persevere!” he said to applause.
The convocation ceremony also saw Campbell receiving George Brown College’s Advanced Diploma in Building
Renovation Technology, Honoris Causa.

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

VEDIC BOOKS

Campbell receives the Advanced Diploma in Building Renovation Technology, Honoris Causa

OHRC marks anniversary of Afzaal family tragedy
Toronto – The Ontario Human Rights Commission marked
the anniversary of the Afzaal family killings in London, Ontario
earlier this month, with its Chief Commissioner Patricia
DeGuire calling on all Ontarians to work
together to build a province that is safe for
everyone.
In a release marking the anniversary of the
June 6 tragedy, the OHRC said: “…[We] mark
the painful anniversary of the tragic death of
three generations of a Muslim Canadian family in London, Ontario. [On] June 6, 2021,
five members of the Afzaal family were hewn
down: four were killed and another seriously
injured. The Afzaals were very active in the
Muslim community in London.”
It added, “These tragic incidents are disturbing, and remind us that hatred and disPatricia
crimination based on religion, race, and many
other human rights grounds, persist in Ontario, and across
Canada. It is critical that each of us use every tool at our disposal
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to build communities – to realise the vision of Ontario’s Human
Rights Code, and create ‘a climate of understanding and mutual
respect for the dignity and worth of each person’.
The release also noted, “Everyone deserves
to feel a part of the community we live in, and
be able to contribute fully to the development
and well-being of the community and the
province.”
It concluded with an affirmation to the
commitment by the OHRC to working with
communities across Ontario, and identifying
and addressing all forms of systemic discrimination – including acts of hate.
On June 6 last year the Afzaal family was
out for a walk when they were intentionally run over by a driver in a pickup truck.
Salman Afzaal, 46, wife Madiha Salman, 44,
DeGuire
their 15-year-old daughter Yumna Afzaal, and
Salman’s 74-year-old mother Talat Afzaal were killed. The
couple’s nine-year-old son was injured, but survived the attack.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
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Vedic Thoughts
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Hazel McCallion addressing participants at the Walk for Health

A participating family at the Hazel McCallion Walk for Health (Supplied photos)

Hazel McCallion Walk for Health takes a successful first step forward
Mississauga – The first ever Hazel
McCallion Walk for Health, a brand new two
kilometre and five kilometre fundraising event
hosted by Trillium Health Partners Foundation
took place earlier this month.
The inaugural event raised $500,000 in support for the future of health care at Trillium
Health Partners.
The event was led by THP’s Honorary
Guardian and former longstanding Mississauga
Mayor, Hazel McCallion.
It welcomed over 2,000 community members and 93 THP staff teams, who attended to
celebrate health care workers.
In a positive sign for its future, the event sold
out in its inaugural year even before the event
date, and raised money to help THP build
Canada’s largest hospital, the future home of
The Peter Gilgan Mississauga Hospital.
Following the event’s success, in a release
THP thanked the Presenting Sponsor RBC
for its generous donation, and extended its

gratitude to those who helped put the event
together.
“Events like this wouldn’t be possible without the generous donations of the community
and sponsors,” the release stated.
It added, “THP is truly grateful to these
partners for making the first year of this event
such a success.”
Participants at the walk warmed up with
RBC Olympians Erin Latimer and Sara Villani,
and other notable attendees, among them
Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie, Breakfast
Television and City News anchor Melanie Ng,
who walked with her family and her Mom,
a former ICU nurse at THP’s Mississauga
Hospital.
The Family Fun festival that followed the
walk rewarded participants with a barbeque
lunch and live performances by Disney actor
and DJ Brandan Duke and RBC featured artists
MICO & Kennen.
Bouncy castles, games, face painting and

4

a colouring contest made this a fun familyfriendly event enjoyed by all.
“At the beginning of this journey, we couldn’t
have anticipated such an amazing turnout.
The participation of the entire community
along with so many health care workers shows
just how important health care is in building
healthy, safe and thriving communities and we
are so grateful to all of you who came out to
support our efforts, ensuring we can continue
delivering the leading-edge health care we
are known for – today, and for generations to
come,” said Caroline Riseboro, President and
CEO of the THP Foundation.
She added, “Beyond the fundraising success, it was such a wonderful day spent outdoors with Honorary Guardian and steadfast
supporter of THP, Hazel McCallion, who we
named the walk after, and who led the crowds
to the finish line.”
The Hazel McCallion Walk for Health will
be an annual event that will add to the initia-
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tives that help THPF raise money so that THP
can achieve its bold vision: to build a new kind
of health care for a healthier community.
Click here to learn more about THPF and to
support its cause.
THPF is dedicated to raising the critical
funds needed to address the highest priority
needs of THP, the largest community-based
hospital network in Canada. Click here to
learn more.
THP is the largest community-based hospital network in Canada. Comprised of Credit
Valley Hospital, Mississauga Hospital and
Queensway Health Centre, Trillium Health
Partners serves the growing and diverse populations of Mississauga, West Toronto, and surrounding communities.
Trillium Health Partners is a teaching hospital affiliated with the University of Toronto.
It is also home of the Institute for Better
Health.
Click here for more information.
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Bergen commends ethnic media, comments on crime, gas prices
Ottawa – Ethnic media outlets in Canada
were on Monday commended by Candice
Bergen, Leader of the Conservative Party of
Canada and the Official Opposition, “for their
selfless work in representing minority and
diaspora communities across the country, and
for ensuring that everyone has access to key
information and breaking news”.
The commendation came following Bergen’s
first press conference with the ethnocultural
media as Leader of the Conservative Party of
Canada.
The event also saw Bergen commenting on
the state of the nation, speaking to the performance of the Liberal government, record gas
prices, and the rising crime rate, among other
issues.
Said Bergen: “The Liberal government’s
uncontrolled spending, and irresponsible
politics, have resulted in an inflation driven

cost-of-living crisis. Rapidly rising prices are
making it more expensive for Canadians to
live their everyday lives. Moreover, out-of-date
Covid-19 restrictions are preventing life in
Canada from going back to normal.”
Speaking to gas prices hitting record-highs,
and food prices up 9.7 percent in the last year,
which she noted was the largest increase in
over 40 years, Bergen said her Party has proposed solutions such as resolving supply chain
issues, hiking oil and gas output, and suspending the carbon tax to bring down gas and food
prices. However, the Liberals voted against
these solutions, she said.
Additionally, Bergen declared that the
recent NDP-Liberal agreement works against
the interests and well-being of suffering
Canadians.
She said one of the NDP-Liberal’s first acts
was to vote in favour of Government Motion

Kamal Bhardwaj (left) with Swami Bhajananandaji

11 to give the Liberals the power to adjourn the
House at any time and shut down Parliament
until September. It was a move to avoid
accountability for the cost-of-living crisis,
soaring inflation, or any of PM Justin Trudeau’s
multiple ethical scandals, she claimed.
Commenting on the crime rate rising
steadily since the Liberals were elected in 2015,
Bergen also remarked that stronger laws need
to be enforced to ensure that victims are protected, and that violent criminals serve mandatory prison time.
“With Bill C-5, the Liberals are taking away
mandatory jail time for violent crime and
allowing those criminals to serve under house
arrest in our communities. This proves that the
Liberals only talk big about fighting crime, but
go soft on real criminals and weaken the laws
when it comes to making our communities
safer,” she said.

Mike Persaud (left) with Pranav’s President
Sat Purushottam

Pranav Mandir says thanks

T

he Pranav Hindu Mandir Cultural
Centre held its Appreciation Day
Award and Certificates presentation
on June 12 at its Ashram at 102 Rivalda Road
in North York.
Sponsors and donors who contributed

Candice Bergen

Pranav Mandir devotees at the event
Ramesh Ramkalawan photos

generously to the Ashram’s recent fundraiser,
which was held on March 20, were guests of
the Appreciation Day event, where prayers,
worship, and recognition of the donors were
the main activities.
The fundraiser’s final tally totalled $263,000.

ICGAA celebrates its 30th anniversary
From Page 1
ICGAA from the beginning. David also has
been a leading musician for many decades.
Angie Pitamber and her son Stephan
Pitamber, as well as Karan Singh and Johnny
Gani, entertained the audience with some
Indian songs oldies, which took many back to
those memorable days.
The association could not have achieved this
great celebration without the dedication and
distinguished leadership of the President Shaw

Jaundoo, and Leila Daljit, a former President
and co-founder of the ICGAA.
Furthermore, celebrating Father’s Day and
the ICGAA’s 30th anniversary could not have
been attained without the selfless and exceptional roles of the many contributors, including
the Board members, volunteers, all the sponsors, musicians and singers.
To learn more about the ICGAA, contact
President Shaw Jaundoo at 905-426-2424, or
visit its website.

Vishal Sharma receives academic award
From Page 1
temples from across the GTA and surrounding
areas. The holy men interacted with devotees, and met many guests with whom they
freely interacted after what has been a too-long
Covid-19 hiatus.
As well as the awards given to the outstanding students, three recognition awards
were also handed out to deserving individuals who have made a difference in the lives of
Canadians, and are continuing to do so.
Those honoured in this category were Dr.
V.I. (Lucky) Lakshmanan O.C., Kundan Joshi,
and Dr Sonia Anand.
In addition, an Outstanding Academic
Achievement Award was given to Vishal
Sharma, who received his M.A. in Religion
from the University of Toronto, and his PhD in
Sanskrit from the University of Oxford, where
he was the recipient of the Boden Scholarship
in Sanskrit.

Sponsors of the scholarship awards were
also recognised. Among them were Data
Solutions Consulting Inc., A&E Granite Inc.,
Canada India Foundation, and Guycan Limited
Company.
The program also featured a blend of well
put-together songs and dances performed by
member temples of the Hindu Federation.
Orchestral music was supplied by Harold
Boodoo on the keyboard, and Shivo Mohabeer
on the Tabla and Dholak.
Corporate sponsors of the event were Lotus
Funeral and Cremation Centre, Ajax and
Brampton Crematorium and Visitation Centre,
and Lakeridge Collision Centre.
President of the Federation Pt Roopnauth
Sharma gave a backgrounder of the organisation, and outlined its programs and plans for
future development to enhance the presence
and message of Hinduism for the generation
ahead.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Caribbean integration

W

e take up the narrative from the astute observations made by the Trinidad Express earlier this
week in its June 13 Editorial on the creative
and positive contributions made by Caribbean leaders at
the recently concluded Summit of the Americas meeting.
The Summit was held from June 6-10 in Los Angeles.
As the venerable Trinidad and Tobago publication
noted, there was a notable heightening of confidence in the
Caricom presence in LA, perhaps attributable to Barbados’
“straight-talking” Prime Minister, Mia Mottley.
As the Editorial stated, Mottley’s mastery of complex
issues with her “Caribbean earthiness” has been winning
friends and influencing people the world over. No doubt
her growing and positive global profile spilled over into
how Caricom, and its leaders, were viewed in a warmer
light by leaders from the developed world.
As evidence for this perceptive newspaper commentary
out of Trinidad and Tobago, here in Canada we noted the
positive, focused, and wide coverage Mottley received from
our national media when she met with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau last week.
Evidencing what the Trinidad Express described as
Mottley’s “Caribbean earthiness”, the Canadian media
noted how her narrative remained grounded in the region
when she invoked the eternal lyrics from the late Bob
Marley to convey the stark “triple crisis” that is now being
faced by the islands in the archipelago.
“Bob Marley would say, ‘So much trouble in the world’,”
Mottley said at the start of bilateral talks with Trudeau.
It was on the foundation of this “Caribbean earthiness”
that Mottley received extensive mainstream media coverage that also highlighted the region’s growing precarity. At
this time it is dealing with the “triple crisis” of economic
and health ill-effects from the Covid-19 pandemic; soaring
fuel and food costs now exacerbated by the Ukraine-Russia
conflict; and fallout from climate change, which is being
acutely felt by tourism-driven nations such as Barbados.
There was another leader who stood out during the
Summit, the Trinidad Express noted, and who deserves the
region’s attention: Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali.
During his Summit address, Ali listed troubling hemispheric statistics on hunger and poverty, education and
housing deficits, low agricultural yield, and natural disaster
impacts. He also said Guyana was ready to make its contribution to humanity and the region.
Ali declared too that Guyana comes to the table with
phenomenal natural resources.
“We’re among the best in managing our forests with a
deforestation rate of 0.05 percent… We have standing forests the size of England storing 19.5 gigatons of carbon. We
have 11 billion barrels of proven oil reserves; as I speak, an
assessment of gas reserves is underway.”
Also, despite Guyana having its everyday and historical
issues, its economy is projected to double in size in two
years; and importantly, Ali stated his government recognises that the optimum path forward lies in regional collaboration.
Said Ali: “We cannot be reckless, and we would not be
irresponsible in managing these resources in the interest
of the world and the interest of this region. This, coupled
with the potential of Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago,
and possibilities through investment and exploration with
gas in Barbados, we can make this region energy secure.”
Ali then declared: “Let us get together and have a conversation that defines a pathway for energy security for this
region.”
As the Trinidad Express noted approvingly, Ali offered
a glimpse of a Caribbean integrated by the competitive
advantages of its members, adding, “Although long championed by committed integrationists, the vision has found
little fertile ground within the insular corridors of political
power.” However, change may be coming, it declared.
It is a perceptive and timely assessment. The emergence
of charismatic leaders as Barbados’ Prime Minister Mottley
and Guyana’s pragmatic President Ali may just be the start
to a conversation the Caribbean needs to begin at this time.
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Of guns & diplomacy

he post-Uvalde rhetoric has already cooled in the US
Congress, despite some 20 mass shootings in the country since. The majority of Americans polled seem to
want stiff curbs on gun ownership, not just background checks;
there is support from Republicans retiring or not standing for
re-election, but the others instinctively cringe at any threat to
the holy Second Amendment, “I will vote against
the Biden-Schumer gun confiscation legislation,
which includes red flag gun confiscation that violates the Second Amendment rights of my constituents,” tweeted Representative Mary Miller,
Illinois Republican.
Congress, it seems, might agree to thorough background
checks of young gun buyers, but stop at restricting access
to weapons. Even so, pro-gun activists and lobbyists will be
busy opposing anything! It would be a miracle if something
useful and effective in reducing gun-slayings were to emerge
from these labours, rather than the old and certain “parturiens
mons, exit mus (the mountain went into labour and delivered a
mouse”).
The US hosted this year’s Summit of the Americas, (SOTA,
since 1994), which allowed President Biden to show his ignorance of good international relations, and to display the arrogant mean-spiritedness that epitomises US foreign policy. Here
was a chance to be generous, neighbourly, and forgiving, all
Christian values claimed by Biden, the staunch believer, to supplant “Gunboat diplomacy” with FDR’s restored “good neighbour” policy.
Instead, he excluded three nations from the Summit: Cuba,
Nicaragua and Venezuela, while five boycotted. His opening
thus sounded so hypocritical: “There is no reason why the
Western Hemisphere can’t be the most forward-looking, most
democratic, most prosperous, most peaceful, secure region in
the world.” Yes, there is: the US! Gunboat diplomacy dominated
since Teddy Roosevelt, except for FDR’s good neighbour period
(1933-1947). In declaring April 12, 1933 as “Pan-American
Day” FDR stated, “Your Americanism and mine must be a structure built of confidence, cemented by a sympathy which recognises
only equality and fraternity.”
John Briceño, Prime Minister of Belize, promptly slammed
the exclusions and the US embargo on Cuba: “This summit
belongs to all of the Americas; it is therefore inexcusable that there
are countries of the Americas that are not here… Geography, not
politics, defines the Americas.” Argentina’s President Alberto
Fernández agreed, “The silence of those who are absent is calling

to us.” America has rarely shown an ability or willingness to deal
with political diversity, or dissent, and while excluding “authoritarians”, readily nurtured many dictators: Augusto Pinochet,
Forbes Burnham, Fulgencio Batista, Rafael Trujillo, Anastasio
Somoza, and so on, and now over a dozen in the Middle
East, and East Asia, for example, Ilham Aliyev (Azerbaijan),
Nursultan Nazarbayev (Kazakhstan), the Sauds,
and so on.
Mohan
It’s a shame our Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Ragbeer did not show the same integrity as Mexico’s
President Andres Lopez Obrador, free trade
partner, who did what’s right and boycotted
SOTA, alongside the presidents of El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras.
How much more authoritarian can you get than by imposing your agenda on everyone else, and parading your strength
around the world, intimidating everyone, like a big bully, as
when Britain at the height of its hegemony sent its leviathans
into foreign oceans, or even earlier, when her heavily armed
battleships destroyed the Chinese fleet of sampans to force
the opium trade. Today it would be an aircraft carrier and her
“bodyguard” of fighting ships.
The US might be overtly democratic to some, as long as
they support her corporate interests. So, when Biden said that
he was not concerned by the boycott by Honduras, Guatemala,
El Salvador, St Vincent, and Mexico, and his refusal to invite
Cuba, Nicaragua, and Venezuela, he was merely expressing the
American superiority and disdain for inferior beings, as if to say,
“To hell with them!” His is not the olive branch, the expression
of goodwill and hope of amity, but the rejection of the arrogant
and exclusivist, “On my terms, or not at all.”
Trudeau’s kow-towing would have infuriated Jean Chretien
and his own father, who would have been more principled, and
urged inclusion. Instead, he insulted their legacy and obeyed
the US, just as he did to detain Huawei’s Meng Wanzhou, and
banning their 5G technology, as the US wished.
Canada will regret this. Its universities are proceeding
with 5G, while government rejects it. This is rather like John
Diefenbaker’s abrupt termination of work on the Avro Arrow on
the cusp of final success, destroying all evidence of work completed, prototypes, blueprints, and models. All to suit Boeing
and other US aircraft corporations. Canada thus lost its role in
aerospace. How nice if Trudeau, the politician, could respect
right and morality, if not business, for even in politics there is
room for exemplary behaviour.

‘The season of flood could change everything’

T

he season of flood could change everything. These are
now the immortal words that flowed from the pen of
one of the Caribbean’s eminent authors, an intellectual, and a philosopher, George Lamming, who passed away in
Barbados earlier this month.
It is found in his In the Castle of My Skin, which
is among the first books written by a Caribbean
Romeo
author that I read while growing up back home.
Kaseram
Reading Lamming helped me identify with the
known and lived world that I was growing up in
back home as a schoolboy.
Then I was being force-fed daily infusions from school texts
populated with English protagonists: there were middle class
children gorging on lavish picnics spread out on red-and-white
chequered cloths laid out on close-cut meadow grass; a welldressed mother pruned flowers in the garden while in high
heels; and father, wearing a cardigan, smoked a pipe while reading what back in that time was a broadsheet newspaper.
This was the square-peg world of the Janet & John series of
books, its ideological reproduction of the colonial centre etched
as mere outlines, along with all of its inherent incongruities, into
the tabula rasa of our young minds.
It was a foreign world only accessible in the imagination;
one that was luxuriant, lavish with rarified foods, and wholly
unreachable in what was then our subsistence existence in the
margins of our colonised world.
But Lamming made a difference in my young life; and today,
I note with gratitude that he, among other post-colonial writers
who wrote against and challenged Empire, helped to take our
voices out of the sidelines, and brought our relevance to the
centre of a world that was known to us, and where today we
navigate our daily lives, albeit with occasional turbulence.
Nowadays, a visit to the homeland is to always have the
expectation of rain fulfilled; its gentle falling on galvanised
roofs, at first hesitant and sizzling, soon grows into a drilling
storm of nails hammering down on the rooftops.
During these moments of rainfall, I always recall Lamming’s
opening words in his In The Castle of My Skin, his narrative as
refreshing today as it was back then, when my parched, youthful
soul was watered by his remarkable and relevant writing.
In tribute to Lamming, I am sharing extracts from the open-

ing of In The Castle of My Skin, so aptly a bildungsroman, where
a young boy acquires sensibility in a challenging world.
“Rain, rain, rain… my mother put her head through the
window to let the neighbour know that I was nine, and they
flattered me with the consolation that my birthday had brought
showers of blessing. The morning laden with
cloud soon passed into noon, and the noon neutral and silent into the sodden grimness of an
evening that waded through water.
“That evening I kept an eye on the crevices of
our wasted roof where the colour of the shingles
had turned to mourning black, and waited for the weather to
rehearse my wishes. But the evening settled on the slush of the
roads that dissolved in parts into pools of clay, and I wept for the
watery waste of my ninth important day…
“It was my ninth celebration of the gift of life, my ninth celebration of the consistent lack of an occasion for celebration.
From a window where the spray had given the sill a little wet
life I watched the water ride through the lanes and alleys that
multiplied behind the barracks that neighboured our house.
The white stalks of the lily lay flat under the hammering rain,
then coaxed their roots from the earth and drifted across the
upturned clay, into the canals and on to the deep black river
where by agreement the floods converged.
“The water rose higher and higher until the fern and flowers
on our verandah were flooded. It came through the creases of
the door, and expanded across the uncarpeted borders of the
floor. My mother brought sacks that absorbed it quickly, but
overhead the crevices of the roof were weeping rain, and surfacing the carpet and the epergne of flowers and fern were liquid,
glittering curves which the mourning black of the shingles had
bequeathed.
“As if in serious imitation of the waters that raced outside,
our lives – meaning our fears and their corresponding ideals –
seemed to escape down an imaginary drain that was our future.
Our capacity for feeling had grown as large as the flood, but the
prayers of a simple village seemed as precariously adequate as
the houses hoisted on water. Of course, it was difficult to see
what was happening outside, but there were paddling splashes
of boys’ feet and the choke of an engine stuck in mud...”
The floods came later; as did change in our colonised world.
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Samaroo imbues Rienzi with additional value
Dear Editor,
Nice book launch coverage by Indo-Caribbean World (June
1, 2022 edition) of Professor Emeritus Dr Brinsley Samaroo’s
latest book, Adrian Cola Rienzi: The Life and Times of an IndoCaribbean Progressive.
I knew Rienzi’s ethnic identity, but Samaroo explains the
origin and meaning of the name in Italian revolutionary history.
He also evokes the turmoil of political & trade union events that
tilled the soil for Trinidad and Tobago’s political Independence
in 1962, giving context to the sacrifice of lives and livelihoods
that stoked the flames of this nation’s self-rule.
I would recommend Samaroo’s book for the additional value
of minor martyrs, including women, who were unknown until
now. Rienzi worked tirelessly with Tubal Uriah “Buzz” Butler
and the trade unionist, but was sophisticated and intellectually
capable to earn the respect of the Irish revolutionists, British
trade unionists, Labour parliamentarians, Trinidad governors,

and contemporary Indian patriots.
His relentless and ruthless opposition were the oil barons
(including South African investors), and sugar and cocoa planters, rabid imperialists with prominent names like George F.
Huggins, William Burnley, H.E. Robinson, Colonel Hickling
(Apex), H.W. Johnston & Colonel Beaumont (TLL) apartheid
sympathisers; Trinidad Light Infantry Volunteers (TLIV), two
British cruisers, The British Sherwood Foresters regiment. The
Toll Gate killings was only one of such island wide uprisings
with local fatalities.
Rienzi and these freedom fighters have had very little recognition in the history and schooling of Trinidad children, hence
the lack of celebratory pride in their national identity achievement.
Rienzi was to Butler what Philip Melanchthon was to Martin
Luther… the intellectual scribe to the firebrand leader.
Stan Algoo, Toronto, via email.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Camille Robinson-Regis

Dear Editor,
Political banter requires subtlety and a command of language
so as to walk that thin edge of double entendre without falling
into the pit of verbal violence, libel, and defamation. Verbal
violence is abuse.
When Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister Camille RobinsonRegis enunciated and pronounced the middle name, Sushilla,
of Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar, the derisive tone,
accompanied by the snickering laughter of her followers, came
together to signal a message which was insensitive.
It was especially so given that our nation was celebrating the
177th anniversary of the arrival of the first Indentured labourers
to Trinidad and Tobago.
We of the Hindu Women’s Organisation were in shock as
we listened to the varied responses of some that demonstrated
intolerance of our multicultural, multi-ethnic fabric.
The response of the Opposition Leader was swift and charged
with emotion as she defended her ancestral name, charging the
minister with having the name of a slave owner, rather than that

of an ancestor.
The response from the Emancipation Support Committee
was that its officials did not understand how the repeated calling
of the Opposition Leader’s name led to her disparaging remarks.
Meanwhile, they were calling for sensitive cultural issues to
be left out of the political arena.
We cannot say, however, that we are not disappointed in the
Opposition Leader in not taking the higher ground.
Slavery and Indentureship colonised our peoples, and left
institutions that continue to divide and separate. But we have
gained Independence from our colonial masters for over half a
century now.
We implore all citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, especially
our politicians, to respect our diversity, and refrain from using
words and taking actions that further divide our nation.
May our leaders at all levels be blessed and lead by God’s
grace.
The Hindu Women’s Organisation, Trinidad and Tobago,
via email.

Dear Editor,
Professor George Lamming, Caribbean and global literary
luminary, Philosopher King of Post-colonialism, and social justice activist, transitioned in his native Barbados – the castle of
his skin – on Saturday June 4, 2022 at age 94.
The news punctured the peace of mind of the academic
community at The UWI, where he was Professor in Residence
at the Cave Hill Campus. It was there in his office at the George
Lamming Pedagogical Centre, that we last met and occupied
ourselves for a few hours with one of Miles Davis’ last statements: that time is never enough to exhaust the ever giving,
producing, creative imagination of the dedicated intellect.
George was a phenomenal philosopher who erupted in the
literary world early in life with the publication in 1953 of a classic novel of anti-colonial consciousness – In The Castle Of My
Skin – written during his 23rd year of life.
From his Bridgetown Village, he traversed the intellectual
universe, and provided it with a pedagogy of liberation that
underpinned Pan-Africanism, socialism, and a 20th Century
humanism that included feminism, dialectical materialism, and
the Caribbean cultural revolution.
His embrace of Cuban socialism became a template for his
support of Maurice Bishop and Walter Rodney in their quests
to detach the neo-colonial region from the scaffold of rejected
imperialism.
As a craftsman of literary forms, his citizenship within The
UWI community was celebrated as an expression of Caribbean

civilisation at its finest. He was a brother within the hood, and
a comrade in the intellectual struggle to win our freedom with
dignity and self-determination.
A fierce but gentle and subtle debater and conversationalist,
our hero was all too human in his love of humour and the culture of laughter. Always with a twinkle in his eyes, he communicated a deep compassion for sincere friendship and solidarity
with those in the struggle.
His special love of The UWI for its mandate and role as a
regional freedom vehicle, drove him to offer constant critical
insights into its contradictory omens, and at times its torn and
tortured realities and identities. He was in this sense the quintessential Caribbean progressive intellectual who transcended
theory and grounded his existential engagements within the
masses at the grassroots. He was a soldier of the Caribbean soul,
forever building solidarities wherever liberation circumstances
were erupting.
Within this context, our crusading citizen would expect of
us to soldier on in his physical absence without fear or doubt
about the future. For decades he illuminated the progressive
paths with his papers and speeches. We know he will be there at
the rendezvous of the Caribbean victory. His life was dedicated
to no other cause. He knew no other world.
Until then, I simply say, “Bye George”, from all of us at your
University of the West Indies.
Professor Sir Hilary Beckles, Vice-Chancellor, The
University of the West Indies, via email.

Hindu women appeal to leaders to not divide

Lamming traversed the intellectual universe
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Adrian Cola Rienzi

Guyana job creation efforts
already making a difference
Dear Editor,
The PPP/Civic in its Manifesto in 2020 made a commitment
to provide 50,000 jobs for Guyanese by 2025, and has since
embarked on many mega- and small-business initiatives, which
will not only ensure that this objective bears fruit, but will also
launch the country on an unparalleled development course.
Many thousands more jobs will be created when these megaprojects come fully on stream, as the groundwork is already laid.
This is in stark contrast to what the APNU+AFC coalition
did from 2015 to 2025, when some 35,000 Guyanese were
thrown under the bus, and who had to endure severe deprivations, including hunger, whilst those in the coalition enjoyed
not only humongous salary increases, but buttered this with
massive corruption, rape of the Treasury, and the selling out of
our oil patrimony. We must not lose sight of this ever.
Beyond doubt, Guyana is developing at an alarming and
unprecedented rate, and the recent jobs’ announcement by Vice
President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo is just another of the visionary initiatives that will bring immediate relief to 10,000 unemployed
persons across the country. Thousands are already employed.
Jagdeo made it clear that these are not temporary jobs, but
part-time ones that will go on indefinitely. This initiative alone
will cost the government nearly [Guy] $5
billion annually, but it
has never flinched when
improving the lives of
Guyanese. It never
attaches a cost to this
determination.
Let those who criticise this government
calculate the multiplier
effect this one project will have on the
economy. The spending will not only further improve the lives of
Bharrat Jagdeo
Guyanese, but will also
create additional jobs. Many such economic projects are already
underway, and its dividends are becoming evident.
However, apart from the economic benefits, this project will
improve the quality of government services’ delivery that are
being offered across the country. These jobs will play a significant role in this regard.
Therefore, it is not only about creating employment; it is also
about improving the lives of all Guyanese in terms of service
delivery. People complain all the time about the poor quality of
service delivery at some of our government agencies, so this initiative, indeed, will go a long way in bringing immediate relief.
Despite these benefits, the Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton
attempted to malign this initiative when he questioned the qualification of those who will be employed.
Norton should try to be a responsible Opposition leader, but
he has so far displayed ignorance of his role, and is bent on sowing mischief and discord.
Jagdeo gave him a fitting reply when he told Berbicians that
“the qualification is that they are Guyanese; they do not have
any other qualifications to get the jobs”.
Is this Norton’s patriotism? It boggles the mind that the coalition destroyed thousands of jobs, and is still embarking on a
mission to willfully obstruct the employment of Guyanese.
The PNC and the AFC were the architects in destroying
Guyana’s economy. The coalition is adept at taking away bread
and butter from the people. Guyanese beware of the coalition –
it is an ill wind that brings no good.
H. Yusuf, Guyana, via email.
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Merit in Guyana govt’s agriculture push, but expectations unreal
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Chart 1: Agriculture Contribution to Non-Oil GDP Not Keeping Pace
With Growth Trend (%)
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remained unfulfilled for more than 60 years.
The irony in this expectation is that Guyana’s
food import bill has been climbing higher each
year, doubling in the last decade.
Therefore, its hope of feeding itself, much
less the Caribbean, will likely remain a pipe
dream for decades to come.
Incidentally,
since
returning to power in
2020 after being in the
Dwarka
Opposition during the preLakhan
vious five years, the current
PPP/Civic government has
embarked on adventurous
plans to expand production of untested crops,
including corn, soya bean, wheat, and potatoes.
This is in addition to fostering production in existing nontraditional crops such as
fruits, vegetables, ground
provisions, legumes, and
coconuts.
If successful, with
emphasis on if, large scale
production of corn and
soya beans would be an
excellent complement to
existing large-scale production of rice – putting
Guyana on the path to
food security.
However, the successful cultivation of corn and
soya bean will be hinged on the suitability of
the land in the Intermediate Savannah to grow
these crops, and the ability to put the necessary
infrastructure in place.
The government considers the savannah as
a vast untapped opportunity for agricultural
development in the country. It claims that the
savannahs have the potential to produce both crops
and livestock in an integrated production system
that encompasses annual
and perennial crops, and
small and large ruminant
production.
In addition to corn and
soya, it is also planned to
engage in aquaculture,
cattle rearing, and orchard
crops like citrus and other
fruits in the savannah.
While the government
continues to be focused on non-traditional
agriculture, the traditional rice sector has significantly outperformed all other food crops
over the past ten years.
Comparatively, production in most nontraditional sectors has on average declined
over the past ten years, an indication of failure
of the push towards non-traditional agriculture.
As Chart 2 above shows, current nontraditional crops production to non-oil GDP is
lower than it was a decade ago.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Part 1 of 2
s Guyana seeks to accelerate the development of its agriculture sector to
offset the dominance of its burgeoning oil sector, and to facilitate food security, it
is embarking on a mission that incorporates
more political glamour than
reality.
The truth is, while the
objectives of the government have a lot of merit,
agricultural production in
the country has been historically dominated by grandiose plans and wild imaginings – devoid of
strategic planning and prudent allocation of
resources.
It has always been premised on the fact that
the country has an abundance of land resources to grow a variety of
crops.
But even that is far
from the truth. While
Guyana is the largest
country in the Caribbean
region in terms of land
mass, it does not necessarily have an abundance
of land with the requisite
infrastructure to support
agricultural development.
This is evident in the
fact that current agricultural production has
been handcuffed by a lack of infrastructure
and support services, manifested in tremendous losses resulting from ongoing flooding.
Arguably, with massive capital investments
– both local and foreign – developing agriculture is definitely feasible. However, this
has been on the agenda
for decades without any
measurable success.
Rather, short-lived
success in specific segments have been largely
overblown, creating the
impression of tremendous strides.
As well, gains – whenever realised – have been
largely sporadic, indicating a lack of consistency
in production across all
segments of the sector.
More important, production in all key sectors have been on a declining trend since the
start of the century. Statistical manipulation
would often indicate rising production, but
analysis of actual – and not published base year
statistics – indicates otherwise.
From a pure macro perspective, the contribution of agriculture to the country’s non-oil
GDP has also been declining over the past
decade.
As Chart 1 abovee shows, the contribution
of agriculture to total GDP has fallen from
25.5 percent in 2012 to 20.7 percent in 2021.
While the decline in production in sugar can
be attributed to the falling GDP contribution,
other food crops should have compensated for
the losses made in sugar.
The fact that the country has been labelled
the food basket of the Caribbean has added
imaginative colour to a dream that has
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Hard to pin responsibility for 1964 ‘Sun Chapman’ launch explosion
By Harry Hergash
Justice Party, or the Guyana United Muslim
n his letter, Wismar and the Sun Chapman Party.
atrocities of 1964 were Cold War events in
In assessing the Sun Chapman bombing, I
which Africans and Indians were the vic- believe we should look at what transpired earlitims (Kaieteur News) Malcolm Harripaul has er, that is, during the General Strike of 1963.
conflated facts and opinions in recounting that In his book The Guyana Story, Chapter 163,
period of Guyana’s history.
historian and former Guyana’s Ambassador to
Readers interested in reliable, factual infor- Washington, Dr Odeen Ishmael writes, “after
mation may want to look at source documents a series of violent attacks on peaceful citizens
from the UK and US archives, as well as those and bombing of some business places, the
from recognised academics.
police in early May raided
In this piece I wish to
Congress Place, the headlook specifically at the Sun
quarters of the PNC where
Chapman matter which
a large cache of arms and
Harripaul raised.
ammunition, chemicals for
In his letter, he states “…
bomb-making, and docuPR was vehemently opposed
ments detailing assassinaby Janet Jagan who had by
tion plans were found. One
then commanded a Cuban
of the documents gave details
trained and armed group
of a PNC terrorist organisacalled the Liberation Army.
tion working under a plan
In July 1964 elements of
called ‘X-13’ aimed at causthe PPP’s Liberation Army
ing violence and overthrowbombed the Sun Chapman
ing the government”… The
Janet Jagan
launch killing 38 Africans…”
police, shortly after, prepared
The fact that he did not write this during the a research paper on 14 August 1963 for the
lifetime of Janet Jagan speaks volumes. After Governor, Sir Ralph Grey, on the PNC terrorist
all, a dead woman cannot defend herself.
organisation…”
It should be noted that no one was ever
Dr Ishmael adds, “This research paper on
charged, much less convicted, for the bomb- the PNC terrorist organisation proved to be
ing of the launch. It happened during a period very embarrassing to the political opponents
when the British Governor and the Police of the PPP, including the British and American
Commissioner were unsympathetic to the PPP, governments which were giving covert assisand the US and the UK governments were tance to them. As a result, the Governor preactively working to remove the PPP from gov- vented the release of the report to the general
ernment.
public and did not even make it available to the
Common sense would suggest that if there Premier. (It was not until early 1964 informawas evidence against the PPP, it would have tion of the existence of this report was exposed
been used to, at least, lay charges to influence after Janet Jagan, the Minister of Home Affairs,
voters to abandon the PPP for more US- and managed to obtain a clandestine copy. But after
UK-favoured smaller Indian-led parties as the the PPP printed copies of it for public circula-

I

tion, the Governor immediately declared it
illegal for anyone to have possession of a copy
of the document.)”
A document titled RESEARCH PAPER
ON THE ACTIVITIES of the PEOPLE'S
NATIONAL
CONGRESS TERRORIST
ORGANISATION under the name P. Britton,
Supt., and dated 14/8/63, is available here: Plan
X13-1. This document makes allegations about
very senior officials of the PNC and bombings and attempted bombings in Georgetown during
the strike.
Members of the Security
Force are also mentioned in
the document.
In addition, a once prominent law firm in Georgetown
is claimed to be an alleged
storage site for “five hundred sticks of dynamite,
blasting gelatine and safety
fuses”, which were brought
to Georgetown, allegedly
Cheddi
from the Stampa Quarry by
two named prominent PNC members of the
Legislature.
This raises the question: How were these
items transported from the Quarry, which is
in the interior of the country to Georgetown?
Further, the document claims two other
individuals, who on another occasion, allegedly “brought a parcel of dynamite from
Mackenzie by launch”.
Interestingly, according to the published
papers of Dr Cheddi Jagan, a memo from
him to Janet Jagan, Minister of Home Affairs
prior to her resignation on June 2, 1964, reads
as follows: “I have received information that
dynamite is being stolen from Mackenzie and
is being sent to the PNC in Georgetown by a

launch owned by someone called Chapman
or by a private truck. I understand, also, that
certain police constables or officers help in
transporting it to Georgetown. I understand
that a set of four boxes came down on Monday,
1st July 1963 by Chapman’s launch. Please take
necessary action.”
Forbes Burnham became Head of the
Government after the December 1964 General
Elections, merely six months after the Sun
Chapman bombing. The logical question is: Why did he
not appoint a Commission of
Inquiry as was done by Jagan
on the Wismar atrocity?
While there is speculation that the PPP allegedly
bombed the Sun Chapman,
an unanswered question is:
Was the Sun Chapman transporting dynamite for the
PNC when it exploded? The
PNC remained in office for
the next 28 years, yet no COI
Jagan
was ever done.
More recently, prior to the 2015 elections,
former President David Granger promised a
COI into the post-2002 jail break killings during the Jagdeo presidency. After he became
President in 2015, this was forgotten, allowing
spurious claims to be made. In both these cases,
were PNC governments disinclined to hold a
COI because, as in the case of the Rodney COI,
they were unable to handle the truth?
Based on the preceding, I believe there
can be no definite pronouncement on who
was responsible for the Sun Chapman explosion. Harripaul’s statements are opinions, and
should be treated as such. Since he is a disgruntled former PPP member, his opinions
cannot be considered as unbiased.

CELEBRATE SENIORS MONTH
WITH SPRINGFEST!
Presented by

Join us in celebrating new beginnings
with a dance and lunch.

HON. CANDICE BERGEN
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Guyana’s Hindu College alumni gather in Toronto to celebrate reunion 2022
By Cliff Rajkumar
he diverse community of Hindu College
alumni again gathered from far and
wide to celebrate a triumphant reunion
on June 4, 2022, at the Woodbine Banquet Hall
and Convention centre in Toronto. Many of
these grateful professionals, executives, business, and society stalwarts who attended this
special reunion, proudly testified, and humbly
credited their successes, outlook on life and
inclusive world views to the enduring legacy of
their alma mater – Hindu College. They further asserted that HC provided them with the
skills and tolerance to see and embrace unity in
diversity and enabled them to become who and
what they are today on the world stage.
They acknowledged that the defining values, forbearance, open-mindedness, and foundational educational standards and discipline
that were imparted to them in their formative
years at this legendary educational institution
was as a direct result of the leadership, guidance, and unstinting dedication and commitment of the indomitable Swami Purnanandaji
Maharaj – the founder and architect of HC.
In fact, HC was known throughout Guyana
simply as “Swami”, with an air of reverence and
respect for the single-minded and uncompromising devotion of the venerable and spiritually inspired Swamiji. His bigger-than-life
personality was contagious and fearless. He
characterised a saintly and mystical disposition
with grace, trust, and unrivaled confidence. He
took the monastic vows to be a Swami to serve
the less fortunate and underprivileged class
in society, that are all too often left behind on
account of educational deprivation.
Swamiji was indeed a very dynamic and
compelling visionary and social reformer. He
courageously took on the monumental and
challenging task to be an instrument of progressive change to uplift the poor families who
could not afford to send their children to attain
a secondary education, especially those with
several children who were yearning for a higher education to break free from the clutches of
poverty and destitution.
He embraced the Hindu-Dharmic creed of
Vasudhaiva Kutum Bakam, which states that,
the world is one, and that we are all children of
the one supreme and omnipotent Creator.
Swamiji inherently knew that all people are
imbued with the divine spark of this sacred
human life, and are preordained with the
intelligence and potential to rise above their
self-limiting circumstances. He saw that the
social conditions and economic environment
in Guyana were key factors in shutting out
many youths from achieving a higher educational to uplift themselves, their families, and
the community. Thus, he set about to change
this with resolute affirmation and conviction.
Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world –
Nelson Mandela.
BACKGROUND OF HINDU COLLEGE
The iconic Swami Purnanandaji Maharaj
arrived in Guyana on October 28, 1955, having taken the mission to serve and follow in
the noble and self-sacrificing footsteps of his
Guru Acharya Srimat Swami Pranavanandaji
Maharaj, the founder of Bharat Sevashram
Sangha. With the support of the Hindu community leaders and well-wishers, the energetic
young Swami readily started to perform Yagnas,
and give lectures to the Indo-community that
was starving to listen to his enlightened discourses and teachings. However, as fate and
destiny would have it, he was given 20 acres
of swamp land in Cove & John, ECD, by Mrs
Resaul Maharaj, from a prominent, successful
Hindu business family to establish an Ashram.
The villagers, and even far off well-wishers,
roused by the confidence and indefatigable
nature of this visionary stalwart, thereupon
joined the Swami in his transformative quest
to change the future of their children’s lives
and even their own. They cooperated and
set about to fill the mosquito and vermin-

T

infested swampland. They laboured day and
night to make the land ready to facilitate the
insightful and ingenious vision that the Swami
foresaw, and was determined to make a reality.
In fact, my late father-in-law, and his brother (Jagagee and Siew Singh) were two of the
people who joined the team of dedicated and
altruistic volunteers.
They like many others became life-long disciples in the service of this compassionate and
self-denying benevolent soul.
Swamiji was truly an awe-inspiring personality and social champion who committed
himself to forge unity and secular cohesion.
Today, more than ever before, it seems, that the
world is in desperate need of such enlightened
souls to calm the angst of secular hate and knit
the tattered fabric of our common humanity
from the vicissitudes of disharmony and radicalised, hatemongering violence.
In January 1956, Soogrim Singh, another
member of the Resaul family, offered [G]
$20,000 to construct what was to become one
of the most distinguished and transformational
educational institution in Guyana.
Many of the alumnae are now political leaders, prominent businesspeople, professionals,
executives, and people who have embraced the
ideals that were taught to them at HC under
the impressive leadership and genuine humanitarian magnanimity of this uniquely humble
and egoless monk.
Swamiji has left an unrivalled legacy and a
template, which have proven that education,
cultural integrity, truth, and respect for all people without bigotry and inflexible judgemental
impositions, stand supreme as the key to secular and democratic cohesion. These sentiments
are still very much alive in the hearts and
minds of all those who were fortunate to have
been touched by his grace and caring kindness,
regardless of race or religious beliefs.
The name Hindu College may, perhaps,
inadvertently convey the notion that this institution was primarily for Hindus. This was, in
fact a conflated name on account of the original intent by the Hindu leaders and donors to
address the alarming educational inequity that
besieged their community. Also, since the institution facilitated and embraced the disciplines
and standards of an Ashrama, it was logically
rational that the precepts should adhere to the
governing rules and regulations befitting that
of the ancient Ashramas in India.
The primary goal was education and not
religious dogma. All the students were held to
the same code of behaviour and deportment.
HC catered and accommodated all the races
of Guyana, regardless of their religious beliefs
or persuasions. There are Hindus, Muslims,
and Christians who have established life-long
bonds and friendships. They were all treated
with due respect, and were taught that the
omnipotent God is the Alpha and Omega of all
existence. Also, that we are all infused with the
spark of the supreme Lord’s divinity, seeking to
discover and experience the same unblemished
truth. As such, the students were permitted to
pray and practise their religion with full support and accommodation by the college.
The following quote, by Rabindranath
Tagore captures Swamiji: “I slept and dreamt
that life was a joy. I awoke and saw that life was
service”.
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In photos, attendees at HC’s June
REFLECTIONS BY SOME
NOTABLE ALUMNI
The Hindu College reunion was very well
attended with high enthusiasm and camaraderie from the ex-student body from the wider
diaspora in Canada, Guyana, and the US.
It was very compelling to see some very
distinguished and accomplished personalities
who came to grace and show solidarity for this
very special occasion.
One such individual was Dr Walter Campbell
from Texas, a Guyanese who has distinguished
himself as a scholar and educator. He indicated
that he was doing rather poorly in the public
school system, and was pulled out by his mother who saw it fit to send him to HC despite
his initial apprehension. Notwithstanding, at
HC he found that the environment was more
focused and helped to kick-start his appetite
for higher education with the disciplined and
competitively-minded student body.
Today, he is a strong advocate for HC, and
challenged his student colleagues to give back
to their alma mater.
He asked: “After all the celebration, where
do we go from here? What are we bringing to
the table?”
He spoke passionately about the learning
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loss caused by the pandemic, wondering, “What can
we do to contribute towards
some projects at HC that
relates to restoring the learning losses suffered? Perhaps
we can think about donating materials and computers that could help in this
regard. The pandemic has
forced us to think outside
of the box right now. This
is my closing thinking and
4 reunion
challenge to all of us.”
As well, former Guyana
Finance Minister and now GRA chairman,
Sasenarine Kowlessar said: “I came to Canada
to be with the people I love and to share our
great experiences. I came from a culture, a
tradition, and an institution that has made an
imprint on the world. A reunion is a meeting
of the heart and soul. We reminisce on the past.
Sometimes we laugh and cried”.
Peter Jailall attended HC in 1957. He read
his poem My Ajah and spoke glowingly about
his HC experiences.
The virtuous and revered Swami
Purnanandaji Maharaj, the benevolent founder
of HC, has demonstrated by his dauntless
commitment, dedication, deeds, and abiding
love that we must always do the needful for
the lesser among us; that, we should reflect on
our common humanity with compassion and
the awareness that life is a portal for our own
transformation to know who we really are, in
the realm of time and existence.
This reunion has rekindled kindred spirits
to reflect on a memorable journey, that inches
with each passing day to our own mortality
and legacy.
Be the change you wish to see in the world –
M.K. Gandhi.

COMMUNITY & VOLUNTEERISM

ICCA initiative collects, ships over 2k books to Guyana, T&T
Toronto – Over 2,000 books
were recently shipped to Trinidad
& Tobago and Guyana, the initiative a product of a successful book
drive undertaken by the IndoCaribbean Canadian Association
to support and amplify local
community-based literacy initiatives among young people in both
homelands.
ICCA is a Canadian-based
community-led organisation. Its
objective in developing the book
drive was to provide children and
youth in Trinidad and Tobago
Arita Ramadhar (l-r), Ryan Ramdin, Cindy Ugrah, Ryan Singh, Sebastian
and Guyana with new or gently
Sukhu, & Nerissa Sarawan
used reading materials.
“Many communities in the
Caribbean are underserved, and
we came together to do our part
to ensure that more young people
back home have access to proper
and updated reading material,”
said Ryan Ramdin, the lead coordinator for the Books for Back
Home drive.
In what was volunteerism and
commitment working together to coordinate the program’s
logistics, over 14 drop off locations were established across
Photos at left & right show 2k+ books heading to Guyana & T&T
the Greater Toronto Area and
Kitchener-Waterloo Region for book donors. The ICCA’s effort community for an important cause. Our group will continue to
saw Caribbean restaurants, small businesses, and Hindu man- work hard to unite and serve Canada’s Indo-Caribbean comdirs generously offering space to ICCA to host donation boxes. munity.”
Also, ICCA raised over $1,000 from donors to sufficiently
In total, six jumbo barrels of books were sent to the
cover shipment and duty costs.
Caribbean, three each to Guyana, and to Trinidad and Tobago.
“It is amazing to see how the community can come together
On the Guyana side, Pandit Biswanauth Gossai plans to use
to support a great cause like this. The response has been phe- most of books to build a library for the Enmore Shiv Mandir;
nomenal,” said Ryan Singh, Chair of the ICCA.
also, some of the books will go to the Little Library, which is
He added, “[After] the devasting impacts of the pandemic, it located in Beehive.
makes me proud that we received this level of support from our
Meanwhile, on the Trinidad and Tobago front, Secretary

Ryan Singh (front, left), Nerissa Sarawan, Arita
Ramadhar, Ryan Ramdin, & Cindy Ugrah
General of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha, Vijay Maharaj,
will distribute the books to students in over 40 schools.
“As a new volunteer with the [ICCA], I was excited to participate in this initiative,” said Cindy Ugrah, a volunteer leader
on the book drive.
Additionally, “It was rewarding packing all of these books
into jumbo barrels, knowing that they will soon be in the hands
of children in the Caribbean, many who currently can’t easily
access reading materials. I know these books will inspire and
bring joy to children in Guyana and Trinidad.”
The ICCA was established in May 2021 to amplify Canada’s
Indo-Caribbean voices, as well as to call for action to fill the gap
and ensure that the community’s needs are heard and addressed.
ICCA will continue to seek new projects to help serve the community.
Click here for more information about ICCA.

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.

indocaribbeanworld.com | june 15, 2022

REGIONAL

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Barbados’ PM Mottley meets with Canada’s Justin Trudeau

Mottley: ‘So much trouble in the world’

B

arbados’ Prime Minister Mia Mottley
kept her narrative within the Caribbean
earlier this month when she cited the
late Jamaican and international superstar, Bob
Marley, to describe the stark “triple crisis”
faced by the region, and which is rippling outwards and threatening the health and welfare
of the entire Western Hemisphere.
At the time, Mottley was meeting with
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau at the Summit
of the Americas meeting, which was held earlier this month in Los Angeles.
“Bob Marley would say, ‘So much trouble in
the world’,” Mottley said at the start of a bilateral meeting with Trudeau.
As CTV News reported, Mottley then
described the “triple crisis”: lasting economic
and health effects of the Covid-19 pandemic;
soaring fuel and food costs that are being
exacerbated by the Ukraine-Russia conflict;

and the fallout from the climate crisis, which
is being acutely felt by Barbados, and the other
tourism-driven Caribbean islands.
Mottley also spoke to another crisis, which
was the worsening problem of antimicrobial
resistance that is rendering life-saving medications and treatments ineffective, and which is
killing over a million people annually.
And in language typical of the outspoken
Barbadian leader, Mottley declared that it is
high time that the rest of the world take notice
about the Caribbean’s predicament, a statement
which was no doubt aimed at the leaders gathered at the Summit.
“We don’t expect things to change immediately. But what we expect is fairness,” she said.
Additionally, “What we expect is transparency; what we expect is that just as we want to
see people here, we want people to see, feel, and
hear us as well.”

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.

Cruise employment hopefuls line up in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad last week

Global cruise industry on Caribbean hiring drive
Kingston – Jamaica’s Ministry of Tourism is
tapping into the local labour force to identify,
recruit, and deploy at least 10,000 of the 90,000
workers required in the global cruise industry,
The Gleaner reported earlier this week.
According to Tourism Minister Edmund
Bartlett, the demand has emerged out of the
shortage of workers caused by Covid-19’s global disruption of tourism activities.
Last week a similar government employment drive in Trinidad and Tobago saw recruitment of 2,000 nationals for jobs with Royal
Caribbean International.
As was reported by the media in Trinidad
and Tobago, the job fair saw large numbers
in the thousands of nationals turning up at
recruitment centres.
Further reports noted that the recruitment
was massively oversubscribed, with poor logistics in place to deal with the surge of applicants,
which the government of Trinidad and Tobago
has denied.
Meanwhile, Bartlett gave local tourism bodies in Jamaica the assurance that his ministry and stakeholder partners would remain
diligent in ensuring that the cruise industry
recruitment drive would not impact on, and
“disturb our [local] hospitality sector, which
is so key”.
Bartlett said the demand for employees
within the tourism industry is consistent with

those in various domestic and global sectors,
and forms part of the stakeholder response in
the overall post-Covid-19 recovery efforts.
Consequently, he said a level of portability
must be created and facilitated among local
workers that would enable them taking up the
emerging job opportunities, noting that “it’s
one that we have to encourage, but [which] we
also have to manage”.
He further emphasised it was also imperative that the welfare of the workers be safeguarded to ensure they are not exploited.
Bartlett’s comment came following emerging reports suggesting that persons have been
posing as recruiting agents within the tourism
industry, and are charging potential workers
up to (Jam) $200,000 to secure jobs on their
behalf.
He urged persons seeking employment in
the industry to refrain from making payments to “intermediaries”, whom he implored
to desist from charging fees.
“Nobody is to pay an agent or any intermediary for any recruitment opportunities for
work in the tourism sector,” he emphasised.
He added, “If we find it [happening], we’re
going to treat [the perpetrators] as scammers,
and the law will take its course, I’m sure. We
[must] seek to eliminate that mindset [of persons who would want] to make a profit from
the [misfortunes] of others.”
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“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.
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‘Rock star’ President Ali puts rhythm back into Caribbean
By Dhanpaul Narine
resident Irfaan Ali of Guyana is a rock
star, says Dr Peter Ramsaroop, CEO
of Go-Invest. The remarks were made
in Queens, New York. The occasion was to
commemorate Guyana’s 56th Independence
anniversary.
An impressive function was organised by
the International Center for Democracy at the
elegant Villa Russo, and an array of personalities graced the occasion.
The proceedings were chaired by radio personality, Robert Mohamed. The President of
the ICD, roving ambassador Joe Yusuff, marshaled his group well, and Jeany Persaud made
sure that all were in the picture!
Sam Hinds is a former President and Prime
Minister of Guyana. He is currently Guyana’s
Ambassador to Washington. This writer had
the honour to introduce him to the public
when Hinds accompanied Dr Cheddi Jagan to
New York in 1991.
Ambassador Hinds has worked all his life to
Irfaan Ali
build bridges in Guyana. He reinforced many with him to Dubai, London, and other places,
of the principles of tolerance and respect for and he connects to the wider world. His vision,
others in his speech.
the blueprint for Guyana, is well written. The
He said: “In my earlier days as Prime PPP/Civic has put together a development plan
Minister, I have worked for peace. We have had for decades. They have built on it, and that is
our problems, but the best way is to see it as an why our growth is happening,” he said.
investment for the future. The main feature of
Additionally, “The President’s vision of
the first 30 years of our history is the persis- accountability and transparency is evident.
tence and perseverance of Dr Jagan in keeping He has a zero tolerance for corruption. The
before us a vision of One Guyana. It a vision President, and his government, want the wider
that saw our peoples coming together as one.”
world to know that Guyana is open for busiAmbassador Hinds said he is heartened ness.”
that Guyanese live cordially
The Caribbean imports
with each other. President
$10 billion dollars of food
Irfaan Ali is to be given
every year. Visitors to the
credit for the ‘One Guyana’
region are around 32 million
initiative. He is impressed
yearly. The wider world feeds
with President Ali’s ‘Day of
them, from Costa Rica to
Prayer’, which demonstrates
Thailand.
his efforts to bring the nation
Said Ramsaroop: “Guyana
together.
is poised to take a chunk of
He also called on the
that $10 billion opportunity.
diaspora to share their ideas
So, when you see President
with Guyanese at home, so
Irfaan Ali’s interaction
that the transition into an
with [the Prime Minister
oil and gas economy could
of Barbados, Mia Amor
be smoother. Overseas
Mottley and Trinidad and
Guyanese should become
Tobago’s Dr Keith Rowley],
ambassadors for their counit is for us to own that marMia Mottley
try, Ambassador Hinds said.
ket. We should have cargo
The stage was then set
ships going from Guyana,
for the CEO of Go-Invest,
Barbados, and [Trinidad and
Ramsaroop. He thanked Joe
Tobago] constantly. As we
Yusuff and the ICD for their
grow food, and vegetables,
work in New York, and in
our mega farms should be
Guyana. He recalled the first
producing more food.”
ICD launch in New York,
In the area of technoland commended the team
ogy, the plan is to shift call
for its work. The interest
centre operations to Guyana,
is high in Guyana, he said.
and thereby open up more
Over 60 percent of the offiavenues for employment, he
cial investors in 2021 were
said.
Guyanese. This is contrary
The next big wave could
to the view that the governbe eco-tourism. Guyana
ment is giving away wealth
has benefitted from posiKeith Rowley
to foreigners.
tive publicity in publications
According to Ramsaroop, “Guyana is on such as the National Geographic magazine and
the move, with a 47 percent growth this year, USA Today. The development of Kaieteur Falls,
35 percent next year, and 1.2 million barrels with cable cars, could help boost eco-tourism.
of oil daily by 2027. There is nowhere else in And the last two weeks in September will be
the world where you will find an opportunity spectacular for the CPL finals.
for investment than in Guyana. Government
Ramsaroop made the call for vertical conprojects over the next five years are estimated tractors to build high rises, and welcomed
to be close to US $7 billion.”
diaspora involvement. He concluded that the
Among the projects are the Suriname trajectory of growth is real, and that President
Bridge, the Gas to Shore pipeline, the Demerara Ali’s measurement of success is prosperity for
Bridge, the new highways, and others. These all Guyanese, at home and abroad.
will open up enormous amounts of opportuniA lively discussion followed. Ramsaroop
ties for Guyanese investors.
was erudite, sharp, and up-to-date with inforRamsaroop said that the projects, and the mation on all things related to investment in
climate for investment, are as a result of the Guyana. He is a definite asset at Go-Invest, and
vision and thinking of the PPP/Civic admin- he has a great team.
istration. He singled out President Ali as the
For information on investing in Guyana,
person behind that vision.
please call 592-227-0653 or visit GoInvest’s
“We have a rock star as a President. I travel website.

P
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Zulfikar Ally (left to right), Joe Yusuff, Dr Peter Ramsaroop, Ambassador Sam
Hinds, James Manbahal

A section of the gathering with Ambassador Sam Hinds at centre

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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Indo-Caribbeans connect with ‘everything slackens in a wreck’
By Aminta Kilawan Narine
especially gender-based violence, which are yet to be undone.
urated by Andil Gosine, the exhibition everything
The subsequent migrations compelled Indentured workers
slackens in a wreck is now on at the Ford Foundation
to reckon with not just their own cultural identities, but their
Gallery in New York, and will continue until August
very survival. The exhibition uplifts the endless potentiality
20. The exhibition is the first being hosted by the Gallery since for long-standing resilience when presented with imminent
the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic in March, 2020.
destruction.
Gosine is a Professor of Environmental Arts and Justice
In everything slackens in a wreck, the photos simply
at York University in Toronto, and is the author of Nature’s
do not do proper justice. It features the works of Margaret
Wild: Love, Sex and Law in the
Chen (Jamaica/Canada),
Caribbean.
Andrea Chung (US), Wendy
He named the exhibition
Nanan (Trinidad and Tobago),
after a phrase in Cale d’étoiles,
and Kelly Sinnapah Mary
a poem by Khal Torabully. In
(Guadeloupe). Each of the four
the poem, Torabully wrote
women trace their heritage back
“everything slackens in a wreck”,
to Indentureship.
a reference to Indians traveling
Using humble media such
to the Caribbean, Mauritius,
as paint and papier-mâché, as
Fiji, and South Africa, between
well as foraged items like wood,
1838-1917.
shells, and sugar cane bark, the
Continuing the theme
artists reimagine possibilities
of wreckage as a symbol for
fusing traditions and identities.
colonialism, Gosine coined
Each carefully selected piece
the term “wrecking work” to
evokes the nostalgia of back
describe how migrant women
home, while presenting deeply
use creative tactics to disrupt
probing questions to viewers.
gender norms and the status
Upon entering the gallery,
quo, shattering the so-called
viewers are greeted with an
“natural order” of things.
adorable blue cherub adorned
“The framework of this
with a Pride rainbow. Wendy
Andil Gosine
exhibition bears broader
Nanan’s Baby Krishna seems to
relevance, as evidenced in 2020 by the myriad responses to the display the diversity of faith emblematic in the Caribbean – the
pandemic, and the stunning force of the Black Lives Matter
fun-loving Hindu deity with angel wings hanging above, is a
movement; however bad things get, the human spirit and
sight to behold. The artist herself grew up in Trinidad among
our survivalist drive force new shifts and invent new paths,”
both Hindu and Christian practices.
Gosine said.
Margaret Chen’s Cross-Section of Labyrinth is a 22-foot wide
In her book, Coolie Woman, which the exhibition features
floor work that took her two full years to create beginning
in a library as suggested for further reading, Gaiutra Bahadur
in 1993. With the support of local villagers, Chen collected
details the painful and traumatic voyage over the kala pani,
countless shells, and single-handedly carved wood on plywood
the black water. Along the journey, the Hindu caste system
to create a larger than life structure brought together by a
grew vulnerable as a result of the crossing of waters to migrate
centrifugal force of power.
to foreign lands. These voyages brought to the fore systems
On the night of the exhibition opening, Chen, 71, replied
of patriarchy, and the incidence of violence, including and
with a chuckle to the question of how she put the mammoth

C

piece together with the revelation: “With many, many glue
sticks!”
She noted how shells are integrated into so much of Eastern
culture, and how they were adapted to serve varied functions
in the Caribbean.
The exhibition features two iconic series of works by
Kelly Sinnapah Mary: five large-scale paintings comprising a
triptych and depictions of the artist’s parents, and 20 sculptures
from her series Notebook of No Return.
Sinnapah Mary grew up not knowing about her heritage
as a descendant of Indentured Indian workers brought to
Guadeloupe.
“When I was a child, I considered myself to be Afrodescendant. The story of my ancestors was never told to me –
[neither] in my family, [nor] at school,” she said.
Through her art, Sinnapah Mary is able to both seek and
shed light on what was missing in her own story. The artist can
be found in her own works, including in one of her sculptures,
through which she reimagines the Hindu Goddess Durga as a
uniformed schoolgirl riding a tiger.
Among the upcoming items at the Ford Foundation is its
indoor garden featuring a soundscape produced by Gosine
in collaboration with Jahajee Sisters, a local New York City
based gender justice organisation. The collected sounds that
comprise the score were the women’s responses to Gosine’s
questions “What brings you joy? What brings you comfort?”
To create the work, the organisation produced sounds from
objects reminiscent of their migration histories, including the
pot spoon used to stir a carahee.
Simone Jhingoor and Shivana Jorawar, Co-Executive
Directors of Jahajee Sisters said, “Indo-Caribbeans are here.
We’ve been here in the US and in New York City for a very
long time. Yet, we’re still not seen. Our lived experiences that
sit at the intersections of multiple oppressions, including our
struggles as an immigrant community, go unknown. The
exhibit that Andil Gosine has curated creates visibility; it
is an opening for our indelible mark on the South Asian &
Caribbean diasporas to be recognised.”
The Ford Foundation Gallery is located at 320 East 43rd
Street in Manhattan; everything slackens in a wreck is open
for viewing Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
through August 20, 2022.
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Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: GIRMITYA

Girmitya Foundation hits first goal with digital library launch
By Romeo Kaseram
ancestral data before they became inaccessible, she declared.
espite setbacks imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic,
Ragoobir extended a global invitation to visitors to check
the Girmitya Foundation kept up with its forward
out the foundation’s website.
momentum, and has since achieved its first objective,
“I am proud to say that Girmitya Archives now also serves
which is the creation and roll-out of a digital library dedicated
as a network for the academic community throughout the
to East Indian history.
Indian diaspora,” she declared.
Now the foundation is turning its
Speaking to the foundation’s
attention to a second task, which is
ongoing work in the preservation of
preservation of an artform brought
Indo-Caribbean legacies, Ragoobir
to the Caribbean by our Indentured
noted it had now identified a second
foreparents.
initiative.
So said its founder, Nutan Ragoobir,
“When our foreparents settled on
at the foundation’s official launch,
the shores of Trinidad and Tobago,
which took place late last month at
they not only recreated communities
The Mahatma Gandhi Institute for
where their values were the focus, but
Cultural Cooperation in Trinidad and
also ensured the preservation of several
Tobago.
art forms. Murti making is one such
The Girmitya Foundation is a nonartform that has survived the turmoil
governmental organisation. It was
of the last 100 years, and one that
registered in Trinidad and Tobago in
continues to evolve,” she said.
2020, and is focused on preserving the
Additionally, “Although we are all
legacies of Indian Indentureship.
familiar with the art itself, you may be
As Ragoobir noted during her
surprised to know that there is very
address at the launch, “Girmitya”
little information available on the
Nutan Ragoobir
derives from the official document, Girmit, or agreement, that
history of Murti making. Our next project will therefore be the
Indian immigrants were required to sign before departure
documentation of this artform, and its technical processes.”
from India.
Ragoobir also announced that The UWI’s Professor
The Girmit agreement is among many other important
Emeritus Dr Brinsley Samaroo had joined the Girmitya
historical documents that are scattered across various sources,
Foundation as its Senior Advisor. Samaroo is a retired
Ragoobir stated.
professor of history, served as the head of the university’s
Said Ragoobir: “In 2019 and while researching my first
History department, and is internationally regarded as an
book… Bihar and Beyond, I realised the urgent need for an
iconic Trinidad and Tobago historian.
electronic database dedicated to Indian history, as information
He has published extensively on the history of Trinidad and
and documents were scattered throughout various sources. As
Tobago, with a specialty in working class movements, Indowe now live in a world fuelled by technology, I thought it best
Caribbean history, and political and institutional development.
that a digital library be created where scholars, academics, and
His most recent publication is Adrian Cola Rienzi: The Life and
students could preserve their work and contributions, for if
Times of an Indo-Caribbean Progressive.
such documents are not digitised, then they can unfortunately
Ragoobir also announced Dr Jerome Teelucksingh had
perish. A digital library also saves time and cost; and more
joined the foundation as its Project Manager. Teelucksingh
importantly, improves access to research.”
is a senior lecturer at the St Augustine Campus of The UWI
Thus, the first main objective of the foundation was
in Trinidad and Tobago. His explorations include the Indogathering and digitising these dispersed, diasporic nodes of
Caribbean diaspora in North America, notable Afro-Caribbean

D

personalities, and on religion, gender, and ethnic relations in
the Caribbean.
Among Teelucksingh’s publications are Ideology, Politics,
and Radicalism of the Afro-Caribbean; Beyond the Legacy of the
Missionaries and East Indians: The Impact of the Presbyterian
Church in the Caribbean; Rise and Fall of an Empire: A
Progressive Caribbean;
and The Missionary’s Right
Hand: The Presbyterian
Church of Trinidad and
Tobago (ed).
At the launch,
Teelucksingh described
elders as walking libraries,
since they possess a
wealth of historical
knowledge. With this
in mind, he encouraged
the younger generation
to listen to stories of the
past, noting that these
Brinsley Samaroo
narratives are imbued
with struggles and
triumphs. A takeaway
from these narratives
was appreciation of the
importance of values,
morals, and ethics, he
declared.
Teelucksingh also
emphasised the need
for the acquisition
of historical and
ancestral snapshots, and
encouraged families to
send any such recordings
Jerome Teelucksingh
to the Girmitya Foundation for preservation.
The Girmitya Foundation launch was sponsored by the
Guardian Group, Hand Arnold Ltd, Novo International Ltd,
First Citizens Bank Ltd, Xtra Foods, and Meena House.
More information on the foundation, and on its repository
of legacies, are available on its website.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Accounting Bookkeeper

How to apply
By email
christopher@rrcpa.ca
By fax
866-588-5501
By mail
5109 Steeles Ave West
Suite 204
North York, ON
M9L 2Y8
In person
5109 Steeles Ave West
Suite 204
North York, ON
M9L 2Y8
Between 09:00 AM to
05:00 PM
Include this reference number
in your application: RRCPA
Include the following when
submitting your application:
Cover letter
Advertised until
2022-06-17

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North York, Ontario
$25.00 hourly for 37.5 to 44 hours per week
Permanent Employment - Full Time
Day, Overtime, Morning
Starts as soon as possible
Benefits: Other benefits, financial benefits
2 vacancies

•
•
•
•
•
•

Language: English
Education: Bachelor's Degree
Experience: 1 year to less than 2 years
Security & Safety: Criminal Record Check
Financial Benefits: Bonus, Gasoline Paid
Other Benefits: Free parking available;
Learning/training paid by employer

Specific Skills
Reconcile accounts; Prepare trial balance of books; Post journal entries; Calculate fixed
assets and depreciation; Maintain general ledgers & financial statements; Calculate & prepare
cheques for payroll; Prepare other statistical, financial & accounting reports; Prepare tax
returns; Keep financial records & establish, maintain & balance various accounts using manual
and computerised bookkeeping systems;
Business Equipment & Computer Applications
ACCPAC; MS Excel; MS Windows; Accounting software; Quick Books; Simply Accounting;
Caseware/Caseview;
Work Conditions and Physical Capabilities
Fast-paced environment; Work under pressure; Repetitive tasks; Attention to detail; Tight
deadlines; Overtime required;
Personal Suitability
Effective interpersonal skills; Flexibility; Accurate; Team player; Excellent oral communication;
Excellent written communication; Client focus; Judgement; Reliability; Organised;

This employer promotes equal employment opportunities for all job applicants, including
those self-identifying as a member of these groups: Apprentices, Indigenous people, Persons
with disabilities, Newcomers to Canada, Seniors, Veterans, Visible minorities, Youth.
Employer accepts applications from: Canadian citizens & permanent residents of Canada;
Other candidates with or without a valid Canadian work permit.
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AUTHORS & LITERATURE

Eminent novelist & intellectual, Lamming spoke truth to power

R

enowned and iconic Barbadian novelist and poet
George Lamming died on June 4 at the age of 94 in
Barbados. He had been ailing for a while, and was
four days short of his 95th birthday, which would have been
celebrated on June 8; he was born in 1927.
Said Barbadian Prime Minister Mia Amor Mottley,
following his death: “Our internationally recognised and
respected novelist, essayist and poet, George Lamming
without doubt, stood for
decades at the apex of our
island’s pantheon of writers.
Indeed, George Lamming
must be considered one of
the most famous writers
this region has produced.
Notwithstanding the fact
that he passed away… four
days shy of his 95th birthday,
I still declare that he has left
us all too soon.”
Mottley revealed her
office had been making
plans on June 8 to visit
Lamming to celebrate his
George Lamming
birthday.
“Unfortunately, we will now have to switch to a national
celebration via an official funeral for a man who has given so
much to his country, his people, his region, and the world.”
As Mottley noted, “George Lamming was the quintessential
Bajan, born in as traditional a district as you can get –
Carrington Village, on the outskirts of Bridgetown. And his
education was as authentically Bajan as one could possibly
acquire – Roebuck Boys’ School and Combermere. But as
Bajan as he was, he still distinguished himself as a world
scholar: teaching first at a boarding school in Trinidad, before
emigrating to England, where he became a broadcaster with
the [British Broadcasting Corporation’s] Colonial Service.”
Lamming held positions that included writer-in-residence
and lecturer in the Creative Arts at The UWI Mona, Jamaica
campus, visiting professor at the University of Texas, the
University of Pennsylvania and Brown University, and was a
lecturer in Denmark, Tanzania, and Australia.
Lamming epitomised Barbados and the Caribbean
everywhere he went in the world, Mottley declared.

“While he has written several novels and received many
accolades, none of his works touches the Barbadian psyche
like his first, In The Castle of My Skin, written back in 1953,
but which today ought still to be required reading for every
Caribbean boy and girl,” she said.
Mottley added, “Barbados will miss George Lamming
– his voice, his pen, and, of course, his
signature hairstyle – but I pray that the
consciousness of who we are
that he preached in all that he
wrote will never fade from our
thoughts”
Professor Richard Drayton said
Lamming was part of his life from
the earliest childhood. Drayton is
Guyanese-born, and was educated
in Barbados.
Said Drayton: “After my
parents, I can’t think of anyone
who made a greater impact
on me. His contributions to
Barbados, the Caribbean, the
Caribbean diaspora in Britain,
and the world, are measureless.
He lived and struggled with
such grace and generosity. Rest in power
George. The ceremony of souls is never at
an end.”
Trinidad and Tobago poet Eintou Pearl
Springer also paid tribute to Lamming,
saying, “We spent many long hours
together. He took me to Cuba; we were together in Grenada
through the Grenada Revolution. He mentored me in so many
ways… May I have the love and generosity to mentor others as
you have mentored me.’
She added, “I can’t say thanks for all you did for me except
by mentoring those who now come to me. As you move
from Elder to being an Ancestor, I pay you homage George
Lamming, and I thank you.”
Eminent Caribbean journalist Rickey Singh also paid tribute
to Lamming, saying, “His extensive body of work reflects a
deep and personal understanding of the complex historical,
cultural and political landscape of the region.”
Singh added, “George was a man of tremendous courage,

T

The Supernatural

he tall, skinny beggar sat on a worn carpet at the
same spot on the busy downtown sidewalk every
day, regardless of the climate or season. He pulled
appropriate tattered clothing from his bulging and soiled green
military duffle bag to suit the weather conditions.
His full head of white hair flowed into his mustache and
beard that cascaded down his chest and ended at his buckle
head. His ponytail tied with a rubber band rolled down
his back to his waist. Long white eyelashes kept his bushy
eyebrows from entering his eyes.
The beggar did not speak to anyone, and made no eye
contact with passersby. He stared straight ahead. His rusted
enamel cup rattled whenever someone dropped coins into it
from a safe distance to avoid his odour.
At sunset, he pulled out
covers from the duffle bag and
layered them according to the
temperature. His carpet became
his bed, with a duvet acting as
a cushion under him. He rolled
himself into a cocoon with a
plastic sheet from head to toe to
keep out the chill, rain, and snow
at night.
The old man ate meals
dropped off by the business
owners in the area who kept
the city officials from removing
him. His arrival had stopped
vandalism and break-and-enters at their businesses. Shoppers
walked freely without fear of purse-snatchers or pickpockets.
The once high-crime district had become a safe haven for
vendors and their customers.
The evolution from glances-over-shoulders to worry-free
shopping came at the expense of wrongdoers, who faced
immediate public retribution for crimes they committed
against their victims.
Instead of the long process of arrest, trial, and incarceration
for the few who were caught committing a crime, the beggar
made every person who perpetrated a criminal act pay with
instant karma. He caused their bodies to turn against them
and shame them into public humiliation. The days of spending
a couple of years behind bars before they returned to their evil
ways, better prepared to avoid the same mistakes were over.
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singular in his undaunted pursuit of truth and justice. My
family must forever be grateful to him when in 1983, he
assembled and led students on a peaceful march to protest the
revocation of my work permit because of my criticism of the
ill-fated Grenada invasion.”
Singh was born in Guyana, and now lives in Barbados.
He added, “George
commanded respect for his
unflinching forthrightness
whenever the occasion arose,
of speaking truth to power
– especially when it came to
the preservation and dignity
of the call to leadership of the
Caricom member states.”
In its tribute, Caricom’s
Secretary General Dr Carla
Barnett noted that while
Lamming was a poet,
novelist, essay writer, orator,
lecturer, teacher, editor, and
tireless activist, he was also
“more than a literary icon”.
“He was an authentic
Caribbean voice,” she
declared, adding, “George
Lamming has left a treasure
trove of works which remain
relevant and reflects the
Caribbean condition.”
Among Lamming’s
celebrated works are The Emigrants, and Water With Berries.
His first novel, In the Castle of My Skin, is widely celebrated as
having been the first Caribbean novel to have won worldwide
acclaim.
Lamming spent more than 50 years as a writer and
intellectual at several universities and institutions across the
world, including frequent tenures in North America, Africa,
Australia, and India.
Also notable for his iconic and luxuriant shock of silver
hair, Lamming was an honorary professor at the Errol Barrow
Centre for the Creative Imagination at the Cave Hill campus of
The UWI in Barbados. His critically acclaimed body of work
concentrated on themes of history and identity.

Bla ck -E ye d Su s a n

Every pickpocket and purse-snatcher became frozen,
glued to the spot with their hands extended at the moment
of committing their illegal act. At the end of their penance
period, the arm that reached out to do the evil deed dangled
helplessly at their sides, paralysed from the shoulder for five
years. A repeat offense would render them incapable of using
both arms.
While in their state of display on the bustling streets for all
to see, their mouths opened wide
to gasp lungfuls of air to shout
out their guilt at the top of their
voices for all to hear. They stood
there and exposed their criminal
act for 48 hours in the rain, snow,
and whatever else mother nature
chose to throw at them, without
eating, drinking, or bodily relief.
Once released from their open
suffering, they slinked off to hide
their trademark paralysed limbs
from public view.
Vandals and burglars suffered
a similar fate. The tools that they
used to carry out their mischievous act remained attached
to their paralysed limb to display their dastardly deed. There
was no escape from culpability. The extent of limb paralysis
depended on the severity of the crime as determined by the
swift and just laws of the universe, with the beggar appointed
as the dispenser of justice, free from the flaws of humancreated judicial systems.
Before the beggar appeared, Norianna Davies arrived
from a Third World country, lured into prostitution by naïve
parents, and an evil man everyone called ‘Uncle’. He promised
the impoverished family that he had a job for Norianna at his
manufacturing business abroad. Delighted that their daughter
was given such an opportunity, the parents surrendered
Norianna into the care and custody of the man named Uncle,
who sneaked her into the country illegally with no documents

Kamil
Ali

or identification.
Norianna found herself
in the company of a group of teen girls with their innocence
lost. They were forced to ply the streets at night under the
iron fist and watchful eyes of the human trafficker. They lived
behind barred windows and bolted doors in a house owned by
their captor, who lived elsewhere, but kept them imprisoned
with threats to harm their families back home if they failed
to comply with his demands. Clothing and groceries were
brought to the house that had no radios, phones, or televisions.
He collected the proceeds of prostitution and sent a small
percentage home to the families to keep up his pretext. The
evil man coerced the girls into writing happy notes that he
read before mailing them with cash to their respective families.
He only allowed the girls out at night to ply their trade.
On the first night the beggar arrived, a desperate Norianna,
intent on opening the bolts on the outside of the doors to
free the girls from despair, sought refuge under the old man’s
blanket as he lay asleep. Instead of holding her breath, she
inhaled the sweet fragrance of Black-Eyed Susan, the flower
of justice. The purveyor of universal righteousness turned and
comforted her with a protective fatherly hug that sent a tingle
through her heart and a sparkle in her eyes.
“The pureness in your heart is a spark in your soul that will
light the way for goodness to prevail.”
She heard his words in her head and saw the entire world
laid out flat in front of her. She towered over the tallest
mountains and perceived the tiniest creatures.
“It is time to take your place and bestow fairness to a society
that needs your guidance.”
The old man vanished to rectify another community of
corruption, leaving Norianna to take his place.
Wrapped in the beggar’s modest rags, she rescued the girls
and initiated her sentinel duties with the first act of exactitude
against her perpetrator, and the persons who paid for his
illegal services. In keeping with the flower’s attributes, she
handed down her sentence without the mortal weaknesses of
prejudice or vengeance.
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Food shortages, rising prices likely in coming months for T&T
Port-of-Spain – Flour, vegetable oil, peas, and some types
of meats are among the products that could become short in
supply, with nationals likely facing even more rising prices in
the coming months in Trinidad and Tobago, the business community warned last week.
Among the factors
impacting on the possibility of shortages and higher
prices were the conflict
between the Ukraine and
Russia, and a lack of access
to foreign exchange, businesspersons said.
Last week a media
release from the Food and
Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations in
Port-of-Spain warned that
Trinidad and Tobago, and
Rajiv Diptee
other countries worldwide, should brace for higher food prices.
According to the release, “The global food import bill is on
course to hit a new record of (US) $1.8 trillion this year, but
higher prices and transport costs, rather than volumes, account
for the bulk of the expected increase.”
Last week, Sheik Lisha Ltd placed an advertisement in the
print media apologising for shortages of products such as flour,
paper bags, and plastic bags. The company blamed the shortages
on the war between Russia and the Ukraine.
The company manufactures paper bags, plastic bags, garbage
bags, split peas powder, parched parsad flour, all-purpose and
whole wheat flour.
“Delays in shipments, decrease of raw materials, shortage of
foreign currency, are some of the factors affecting us. We would
like to reassure you that we are doing our best to solve this

issue,” the advertisement stated.
Managing Director of Sheik Lisha, Azad Akaloo, later told
the media the company imports its flour directly from Turkey.
Also, apart from rising global prices, the ongoing war between
Ukraine and Russia
has also been directly
impacting supplies.
“You are paying
money, and waiting,
and the ship comes
when it wants. That
is the big thing, and
there is nobody you
can complain to about
that,” Akaloo said.
President of the
Supermarket Associa–
tion of Trinidad and
Tobago Rajiv Diptee
Sheik LIsha’s Managing
later commented on the likelihood of widespread shortages,
and on the newspaper advertisement. As he noted, it shows
there are logistical problems to import and produce food in
Trinidad and Tobago.
He also confirmed that shortages in products like flour are
a possibility, and noted that food prices are also likely to rise.
According to Diptee, vegetable oil, meats, and cereals are
supermarket items that could see higher prices. Also, there
could be possible shortages of flour given the problems being
experienced with wheat in international markets.
Diptee said the global shortages and rising food prices were
being caused by international factors.
“Container shipping costs were already spiralling during
the height of the pandemic, and pressures are being felt more
acutely due to the Russian invasion of the Ukraine. Also, due

Rampersad: T&T offered nothing new at LA Summit
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago offered nothing new about what official statements were made.
when Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley addressed the Ninth
“[Rowley] has to be diplomatic, as he wants to continue the
Summit of the Americas last week, international relations relations with the US. The Prime Minister of Barbados, Mia
experts have said.
Mottley, on the other hand, is not afraid of anyone; she says
In fact, the issues Rowley addressed have been publicly what she has to say,” Rampersad said.
debated for years, according to International Relations speShe also called international events like the Summit of the
cialist and Political Scientist Dr Indira
Americas a “big talk shop”.
Rampersad.
“They bring issues, but there isn’t much
Additionally, Rampersad noted that
implementation. It’s really a place to air
Rowley did not offer any new solutions.
views. It does not reach down to implemenThe Summit took place from June 5
tation,” she stated.
to 10 in Los Angeles. During his address,
While Rowley did not raise any new
Rowley advocated for Cuba, Nicaragua,
issues, these need to be consistently
and Venezuela, saying that “exclusions and
recalled due to their critical imporsanctions” have not been effective in the
tance, International Relations analyst and
past. The US blocked the three nations
Economist Dr Anthony Gonzales said.
from attending, claiming they are not
Gonzales said Rowley was right in touchdemocratic.
ing on Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua,
Rowley also spoke about Haiti, and
since Trinidad and Tobago needs to do
called on regional countries for assistance
business with these countries.
due to its economic and social problems.
“There is the cross-border gas reserves
Said Rampersad: “The Prime Minister
with Venezuela. Many of Trinidad and
didn’t say anything new. Everything he
Tobago’s companies want to continue to get
Indira Rampersad
has said has been on the agenda. Everyone
into Cuba’s market, so it is in Trinidad and
knows Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the Western Tobago’s best interest to have relations with these countries.
Hemisphere. About the [Russia and the Ukraine war], Caricom The Prime Minister touched on relevant points and issues at
has already taken a position on that, so he was simply echoing the Summit,” he said.
their position; it was nothing new. The call to bring Cuba back
Gonzales added that the Summit of the Americas is an
into the hemisphere is nothing new. What the Prime Minister important forum for regional countries to get together to dissaid is everything that has been said before. There was nothing cuss pressing problems.
creative.”
“We have this Summit, the Organisation of the American
However, Rampersad also noted that the US is a global States, the Inter American Development Bank – all these are
superpower, and that the regional countries had to be careful important for regional integration,” he said.

‘Extremely productive’ sessions for T&T at Summit says Browne

Port-of-Spain – The Ninth Summit of the Americas was
very productive for Trinidad and Tobago, Foreign and Caricom
Affairs Minister Dr Amery Browne said last week.
Browne and Energy Minister Stuart Young accompanied
Trinidad and Tobago’s delegation to Los Angeles, which was led
by Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley.
Said Browne: “The summit was extremely productive for
Trinidad and Tobago, and for [Caricom].”
Additionally, he noted that the build-up to the summit
“marked one of [Trinidad and Tobago’s] most intensive periods of diplomatic engagement”, and provided a platform for
Rowley to “make fruitful and effective interventions, and for the
Trinidad and Tobago delegation to fulfill its mandate within a
co-ordinated Caricom presence”.
Browne said Rowley displayed “majestic statesmanship during his contributions to an intense Caricom caucus meeting on
[June 8]”.
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Rowley also performed at the same level the next day during
his presentation of key perspectives and recommendations at a
meeting among Caribbean leaders, US President Joe Biden, and
US Vice-President Kamala Harris, Browne stated.
Discussions were also held with US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro, leaders from
Costa Rica, Argentina, and other Caricom counterparts, and
with top foreign diplomats, Browne said.
Among the topics dealt with were national priorities, and
Caricom agenda items such as food security, energy security,
and regional financing.
Young also held talks on June 9 with US Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate, John Kerry.
The discussions dealt with Trinidad and Tobago’s agreement
to sign the Global Methane Pledge, as well as its plans to identify
methane emissions and reduction. Solar and wind energy plans
were also discussed.

to the conflict, commodities such as grain, barley, and sunflower oil are facing steep price increases and shortages in some
instances,” he said.
Additionally, “When we consider agricultural inputs for
production, the rising
cost of fertiliser and
fuel presents the biggest
obstacles to sustainable
programmes, and the
bloated impact on the
food import bill. We’ve
seen this affect the output of poultry and egg
production, for example.”
The persistent problem of a lack of access
to foreign exchange is
complicated by the fact
Director Azad Akaloo
that imported goods are also being fetched at higher prices, he
added.
Said Diptee: “It creates a situation where we are spending
more foreign currency, not to buy more volumes, but the same
or lower amounts of food. It also puts an emphasis onto what we
are importing at the price points we are able to because product
substitution may simply be more attractive with a limited pool
of foreign exchange. This will place pressures on some distributors, who may have to pivot as a result.”
He said he expects the situation to get worse before it gets
better. Also, he argued there there needs to be a change in consumer behaviour.
“We need to have an informed consumer, which means
working closely to educate consumers on the benefits of modifying diets. You also need to have great product alternatives that
complement taste profiles and satisfaction. We are not going to
see that happening in the short term in Trinidad and Tobago,
so the expectation where food prices continue to increase will
force a pattern where it becomes a question of price sensitivity,”
he said.

Another UNC call for
Armour’s resignation
Port-of-Spain – Yet another call has been made by the
Opposition UNC for the immediate resignation of Attorney
General Reginald Armour. The UNC is claiming that Armour
has lost the trust of the judiciary and population.
“The AG must do the right thing and step down. Attorney
General Armour’s self-imposed vow of silence is an insult to
the intelligence of the citizenry, and is pretty self-serving,”
Opposition MP Rambally said last Sunday.
The call for his resignation has come following Armour’s
disqualification in early May from representing the State in civil
proceedings related to charges of alleged corruption and
fraud in the Piarco Airport
Project in the US.
According to the reports,
a Miami Court ruled to disqualify Armour from the
matter as he represented a
defendant, Brian Kuei Tung,
in the matter years before.
In defending his previous
role, Armour said that he
acted as a junior attorney for
Reginald Armour
Kuei Tung’s defence team, a
role that was limited only to taking notes. He has since vowed to
remain silent on the issue. However, the opposition is refusing
to let it go away quietly.
On Sunday the UNC yet again called for Armour’s resignation, with Rambally declaring that Armour had embarrassed
Trinidad and Tobago.
“He did not remember any of the details of this case. This
man, Honourable Attorney General, the titular head of the
bar… must be taking all of Trinidad and Tobago for fools if he
thinks we will believe that,” Rambally said.
He added, “He deceptively tries to downplay his involvement
by saying he was merely a notetaker in this matter in which he
was actively involved in for a few years. Did it not occur to him
that remaining even partially involved was equivalent to a billboard screaming out: conflict of interest?”
Rambally also suggested that the Law Association speak up
on the issue.
“The law association... should have acted on their own initiative; their own volition, and should have taken steps to deal with
this matter one way or the other,” he said.
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To our leaders: Cease verbal violence, embrace respect, harmony
By Pandita Indrani Rampersad
argued that he seemingly projected a sexual deficiency in conur nation remains racially divided at leadership levels
verting the name ‘Hardik’ to ‘Hard D**k’. Other Hindu names
(though less so than before), and especially in politics.
have been similarly hate-butchered in media and by persons.
Some folks are walking our nation backwards in racial
This nation needs a psychoanalyst to contextualise our
harmony. It is PNM versus UNC, flinging an incendiary racial
lived experience with a history of colonialism, slavery, and
cocktail back and forth as the citizenry duck and take cover.
Indentureship, and to caution about the continued trauma that
Minister Camille Robinson-Regis elongated the pronunirresponsible leaders are directly causing to personhood and
ciation of ‘Susheila’, the middle name of Opposition leader
nation.
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, in a derisive and contemptuous tone.
Frantz Fanon (1925-1961) psychoanalysed the interface
Her audience snickered and laughed. And the PNM’s Laurel
between the colonised and the coloniser – a relationship
Lezama-Lee Sing continued with the derision.
that mutates over time. He explained that the colonised folks
Kamla Persad-Bissessar ‘internalised’ and ‘epidermalised’ an inferiority complex that
Camille Robinson-Regis
I wanted to know what was wrong with the middle
Christianity as the norm to which all should aspire. That
name. Many see nothing wrong in calling out a
made them wish to emulate the white coloniser.
history continues. Columnists and the media openly
person’s full name; and I agree. However, this
Indigenous cultural originality was replaced by
deride Indian and Hindu names, like the recent
is not just about words, but intent, tone, and
that of the white colonisers.
column by Dr Winford James where it can be
enunciation.
Thus, many of us continue to see westPersad-Bissessar defiantly shot back,
ern aesthetics are superior to those of
defending her ancestral Hindu name, and
the non-western world. Language gives
pen letter to my sisters Camille
asked Robinson-Regis about her African
power – it was the tool of imperial
(Robinson-Regis) and Kamla
ancestral name while having the name of
power. An effective post-colonial voice
(Persad-Bissessar):
a slave master. She made further personal
rejects the world of the coloniser.
Sister Camille, regarding the response
attacks.
While we recognise our different
your recent comment provoked, you buy that
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley remindrealities, we must transcend the binary
cash. Or, could it be a case of “mission accomed the country of the trauma involved in the dit
thinking that puts us against one another.
er
aI
Me
e
American slavery experience of forcing white
We
are in a different part of history. We
ndrani Ramp plished” – ‘jook’ [ed. prod] Kamla into giving a hasty,
r le H o d g
politically damaging response?
names on the African slaves and their descendants.
should be proud of those who kept their ancesSister Kamla, you have more sense than that. You dropped
The surnames in the West remind us of that African legacy of
tral names, those who were forced to give up theirs
the ball. Here was an opportunity for you to make a serious, and accept another, those who are reclaiming their names, and
deep trauma.
Too many Indo-Trinbagonians grew up with the indignity well-thought-out statement about the different manifestations those who freely adopt from the cultures around us.
of their names being butchered and derided from the primary of racism, conscious or unconscious, in our beloved country – a
Our discourse has to cease being violent, even as we exchange
school level and throughout their lives. Not only Indians but statement that could open the frank national discussion on this truths from varied perspectives. This can only happen with
Africans, too, have had scorn heaped on their traditional topic that we have been avoiding for generations.
mutual respect and a commitment to truth and harmony.
Instead, my sister Kamla, you gave a response that sank to the
African names. The First Peoples have largely lost their ancesMy recommendation is to look into the eyes of children and
same level as (some will say even lower than) Camille ridiculing their innocent faces, and wonder if they all do not want the
tral names. The Chinese still have their surnames.
The reclamation of traditional African names started a long Indian names. How does your response sit with the many African same kinds of material and spiritual security, and wonder why
time ago in Trinidad and Tobago, and continues. It is a long and people in your party?
adults mess up their world early in their lives.
Sisters, we are better than this ugly exchange between two
painful process. First Peoples are also going back to their ancesIn conclusion, I will give zero marks to Robinson-Regis,
tral names. Many Hindus voluntarily are giving non-Hindu women of considerable stature on our political landscape. The Persad-Bissessar and Lezama-Lee Sing. Back in time, you would
names to their children because of the trauma, low self-esteem, two of you need to stand before us, renounce these comments, and have been sent to the back of the class; but nowadays, you will
and hegemony associated with their names, whether they are shake hands. And who start it, you start the walking-back.
be sent to counselling and sensitivity training in race relations,
We are a proudly multi-ethnic society that has no room for this identity, and the power of the name. Merle Hodge is the best for
conscious of it or not.
Creolised Trinidad and Tobago upholds western values and kind of corrosive behaviour in such a high place. (Merle Hodge) this training.
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Mississauga, Ontario
Permanent Employment - Full Time
$52,000 p.a. paid bi-weekly/40 hrs work week
Education: Master’s Degree
Experience: Supervisory
Benefits:
Group insurance, Health care, Vision care,
Dental plan, Disability benefits, Free parking
Language: English, French
Start Date: 15-Jul-22

  

• Solid knowledge of domestic and international geography including countries, major cities and airports.
• Knowledge of all airline 3-digit codes.
• Familiarity with all airplane types (747–777–A330)
• Ability to understand quotations from sales department to executive and to invoice accordingly.
• Knowledge and understanding of Incoterms.
• Full knowledge of passenger and Cargo Aircraft
• Expertise in Transportation handling for the delivery and pickup of cargo
• Following company international agency agreement in order to comply with risk management.

     

• Plan, organize, direct, control and evaluate the operations of a transportation company
• Set operations policies and standards, including determination of safety procedures for the
handling of dangerous goods, and ensure compliance with transport regulations
• Oversee the dispatch, maintenance and service of vehicles, vessels or aircraft
• Control the company or departmental budget, including acquisitions
• Monitor company's or department's performance, prepare reports for senior management, and plan for changes to
schedules and policies
• Plan, organize, direct, control and evaluate the activities of
companies or departments responsible for coordinating,
arranging and monitoring the transportation and movement of goods
• Arrange for shipping documentation and oversee the
scheduling and dispatching of goods and the tracking and
tracing of goods in transit
• Set performance goals, oversee the setting of transportation service rates and monitor revenue
• Develop plans and procedures for the transportation and
storage of goods
• Negotiate with carriers, warehouse operators and insurance company representatives for services and preferential rates



By email at: hr@atlascargo.com
ǣʹʹǦͲǦͲͷ
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THE CARPENTERS’ DISTRICT COUNCIL OF
ONTARIO TAKES PRIDE IN OUR UNION!

SAFE, WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE

TO EVERYONE.

222 Rowntree Dairy Road, Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2
@CarpentersONT
T: 905-652-4140 |
https://thecarpentersunion.ca/inclusive-workplace/
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BOLLYWOOD +

On to Bollywood the next generation

W

hile many Bollywood stars
Zoya Akhtar’s The Archies series. Khushi will
continue to showcase their talents
be essaying the role of Betty in the Indian
in films and series, they have
adaptation of the popular comic series.
also paved the way for the young brigade to
Pashmina Roshan: Hrithik Roshan’s cousin
take over. From Shah Rukh Khan’s daughter
and Rajesh Roshan’s daughter Pashmina
Suhana Khan, Hrithik Roshan’s cousin
Roshan is ready to sizzle on the silver screen
Pashmina Roshan, to Amitabh Bachchan’s
in her debut movie, Ishq Vishk Rebound. The
grandson Agastya
film also stars Rohit
Nanda, young star
Saraf, Jibraan Khan,
kids are all set for
and Naila Grewal.
their big Bollywood
The film is the
debut.
sequel to the 2003
Suhana Khan:
movie Ishq Vishk,
Shah Rukh Khan’s
which starred Shahid
daughter Suhana
Kapoor and Amrita
Khan will be making
Rao in lead roles. As
her big Bollywood
soon as the movie was
debut with Zoya
announced, Hrithik
Akhtar’s OTT series
had shared a heartfelt
Cast from the adaptation of Archie
The Archies, which
note for his cousin on
is the Indian adaptation of a popular comic
her grand debut.
series of the same name. The young diva will
Agastya Nanda: Amitabh Bachchan’s
be essaying the character of Veronica in the
daughter might have been away from the
highly anticipated musical.
silver screen, but that has not stopped her son
Suhana had earlier given a glimpse of
Agastya Nanda from developing a leaning
her acting prowess in a short college film. It
towards acting.
was titled, The Grey Part of Blue. The KhanFollowing the footsteps of his grandparents
girl received immense appreciation for her
Amitabh and Jaya Bachchan, Agastya Nanda
performance in that short film.
has decided to make a career in acting.
Shanaya Kapoor: Sanjay Kapoor’s daughter
The young lad has been roped in for Zoya
Shanaya Kapoor will be marking her acting
Akhtar’s The Archies, along with Suhana Khan
debut with Karan Johar’s Bedhadak. She will
and Khushi Kapoor. He will be essaying the
be starring alongside Lakshya and Gurfateh
titular role in the popular series.
Singh Pirzada. The movie is being directed
Jibraan Khan: Although Jibraan Khan has
by Shashank Khaitan. Before this, Shanaya
already made his acting debut as a child artist
assisted Karan Johar on the sets of Janhvi
in Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham…! as Shah
Kapoor’s Gunjan Saxena: The Kargil Girl.
Rukh Khan and Kajol’s son ‘Krish’, he is all set
Khushi Kapoor: Sridevi and Boney
to make his grand debut as a lead in upcoming
Kapoor’s younger daughter Khushi Kapoor
film, Ishq Vishk Rebound.
is all set to follow the footsteps of her late
The film will also star Hrithik Roshan’s
mother Sridevi, and elder sister Janhvi Kapoor cousin Pashmina Roshan, Rohit Saraf, and
as she makes her foray into showbiz. The
Naila Grewal in lead roles. Jibraan is the son of
young diva will make her acting debut with
actor Arjun Feroz Khan.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Sonali Bendre

Hrithik Roshan

Samantha Ruth Prabhu

Stars who overcame health setbacks

C

elebrities are very cautious when it
comes to fitness and health. No matter
how hectic their schedule, they never
miss out on workouts and a fitness regime.
But like us, they too fall ill, and sometimes
even battle serious health issues.
Here are a few stars who fought deadly
diseases and came out victorious:
Hrithik Roshan suffered from a chronic
subdural haematoma, an illness usually
associated with traumatic brain injury. He
was treated at a hospital in Mumbai. He even
underwent successful brain surgery to remove
a clot that developed from head injuries
suffered during filming. Also, at 21 he was
diagnosed with scoliosis, a condition where
the spinal cord becomes curved.
Amitabh Bachchan is rightly known as the
Shahensha of Bollywood. It came as a huge
shock to all his fans across the nation when
the megastar ruptured his spleen during the
shooting of Coolie. The injury was so serious
that he was reportedly pronounced clinically
dead. However, the prayers of millions of his
fans did not go unanswered. He recovered and
he even resumed shooting after a year.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu is known as much
for her beauty as for her acting prowess. The
actress once suffered from Polymorphous
Light Eruption, a skin condition where
exposure to sunlight causes itching and a lot
of pain. She has since successfully recovered.
Salman Khan is undoubtedly one of the
most popular and loved celebrities in the
industry. He once opened up about his health
issue in 2001.
Khan reportedly suffers from a facial nerve
disorder, trigeminal neuralgia, which occurs
due to the inflammation of the trigeminal
nerve in the face.
The inflammation can cause intense
pain. It can be so severe that it often causes
depression in patients. Khan also shared there
was a time when he felt suicidal. However, he
channelled his energies and worked harder.
Sonali Bendre announced via social media
that she was diagnosed with high grade cancer
in 2018 that metastasised. She flew to New
York for treatment. After giving a tough fight
to the illness, she is currently back in India.
Sonali now motivates fans and other cancer
survivors via her social media posts.

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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CRICKET

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Anderson Phillip

Gudakesh Motie

Devon Thomas

New WI faces for Bangladesh 1st Test

C

ricket West Indies Men’s Selection Panel last week choices: “Devon Thomas has been knocking on the door for
named three uncapped players in the 12-man squad for quite some time. He has done extremely well in our franchise
the first Test match against Bangladesh to be played at cricket system, and we view this as a good opportunity to give
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua starting tomorrow him a go.”
and ending on June 20.
He added, “You would notice that Raymon Reifer is also in
The three players are wicket-keeper/batsman Devon Thomas, the squad. He is another person that has done impressively well
left-arm spinner Gudakesh Motie, and fast
in the four-day competition, and against
bowler Anderson Phillip.
England (earlier this year). So again, we
Thomas has played in 21 ODIs, and
are giving opportunities to guys who are
four T20Is. Motie has played one T20I,
performing. We think Gudakesh Motie
and was a reserve for the ICC Men’s T20
is one of those guys who is also bowling
World Cup in the UAE last year.
well, and we think it will be a good opporPhillip was in the squad throughtunity for him to be involved.”
out the recent Apex Test Series victory
Haynes added thta the West Indies
against England without making a debut.
were looking to pick up World Test
However, he has featured in three ODIs
Championship points against Bangladesh.
that included West Indies’ recent 3-0
“It would be good for us to use our
Series win against the Netherlands. He
home advantage to win both Test matches
was also in the squad for the ODI Series
and collect those points,” he stated.
that was played in Pakistan last week.
Test Squad: Kraigg Brathwaite (capAlso included in the Test squad against
tain), Jermaine Blackwood (vice capBangladesh is left-handed allrounder
tain), Nkrumah Bonner, John Campbell,
Raymon Reifer, who has played in one
Joshua Da Silva, Alzarri Joseph, Kyle
Tagenarine Chanderpaul
match so far.
Mayers, Gudakesh Motie, Anderson
It is not yet known whether pace Kemar Roach will make the Phillip, Raymon Reifer, Jayden Seales, Devon Thomas.
team since he is undergoing a fitness assessment as he recovers Reserves: Tagernarine Chanderpaul, Shermon Lewis.
from an injury sustained in the English County Championship
Match Schedule – Bangladesh tour of West Indies
with Surrey. If he is passed as fit, then he will be included as the
June 16-20: 1st Test – Sir Vivian Richards Stadium,
13th player in the Test squad.
Antigua; June 24-28: 2nd Test – Daren Sammy Cricket
Also, CWI reported that it had granted allrounder Jason Ground, St Lucia; July 2: 1st T20I – Windsor Park, Dominica;
Holder’s request for rest and recovery, and so he was not includ- July 3: 2nd T20I – Windsor Park, Dominica; July 7: 3rd T20I
ed in the side chosen to face Bangladesh.
– Guyana Stadium, Guyana; July 10: 1st CG United ODI
Meanwhile, batter Tagenarine Chanderpaul, and fast bowler – Guyana Stadium, Guyana; July 13: 2nd CG United ODI
Shermon Lewis have been selected as reserves.
– Guyana Stadium, Guyana; July 16: 3rd CG United ODI –
Said CWI Lead Selector Desmond Haynes of the panel’s Guyana Stadium, Guyana.

Pant as T20 ‘floater’ could energise India says Ponting

R

ishabh Pant will be “exceptionally dangerous” on “fast
Pant was recently asked about the possibility of playing a
and bouncy” Australian pitches during the upcom- floating role.
ing T20 World Cup, former Australian captain Ricky
He said, “I think it depends. We will see the conditions. If
Ponting said last week.
we feel like we need a floating batting line-up, we will take it
Ponting gives a top score to both Pant’s performance behind forward. I don’t think in these kinds of conditions we want a
the wicket and with the bat.
floating batting line-up. The kind of batting line-up we have,
Additionally, Ponting noted that Pant could be best utilised as leftie-rightie, is not a big deal for us, because we play spinners
a “floater” as required on a matchday-in and day-out. So, we will try
by-match basis, ESPNcricinfo
not to do a lot but at the same time,
reported last week.
if we need to, we will.”
“"[Pant] is a wonderful player. He
Pant scored just 340 runs from
is just an outstanding young man,
14 IPL games in 2022, with an averwho has got the world at his feet.
age of 30.91. According to Ponting,
And he will be exceptionally danPant was frustrated with his perforgerous for India, especially on the
mance in the IPL.
wickets we’ll provide in Australia…
“He probably didn’t have his best
good flat, fast, bouncy wickets.
tournament. I know he was really
He will be one of the players to
frustrated with his IPL this year
watch out [for] in the [T20 World
because he went into the tournaCup] for sure,” Ponting declared on
ment batting better than I’ve ever
the International Cricket Council
seen him bat before,” he said.
Review.
Additionally, “And even by his
Pant’s batting position should
own admission, he said the same
be flexible as per the Indian team’s
thing to me, halfway through the
Rishabh Pant
requirements, Ponting said.
tournament, that he didn’t feel he
“I reckon having him as a floater. I’ll probably have him listed was getting results that he probably should have, and that he
at [Number 5] in the [Indian] batting line-up. But in certain probably deserved.”
situations, where it gets to a stage where there are seven-eight
Ponting reveal his supportive remarks to Pant were this was
overs to go, and they are one-two down, then I will look at the nature of a T20 game, saying: “You make a little error of
sending him in and giving as much time as I possibly can. He is judgement on your 15th or 18th ball, and you are 35 not out at
that dynamic and that explosive, and that is certainly the way I that stage, and all of a sudden your game is over. That’s sort of
would look at trying to use him,” Ponting said.
how it felt for him, and the team, through that last tournament.”
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Wednesday June 15, 2022
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
US vs Nepal, 6th Match, Prairie View Cricket
Complex, Houston, 10:30 AM
Thursday June 16, 2022
Bangladesh tour of West Indies, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 1, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
SL vs Australia, 2nd ODI, Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium, 02:00 PM
Friday June 17, 2022
England tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs England, 1st ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 11:00 AM
WI vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 2, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
South Africa tour of India, 2022
India vs SA, 4th T20I, Saurashtra Cricket
Association Stadium, Rajkot, 07:00 PM
Saturday June 18, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 3, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Sunday June 19, 2022
Netherlands vs England, 2nd ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 11:00 AM
WI vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 4, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
India vs SA, 5th T20I, M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium, Bengaluru, 07:00 PM
SL vs Australia, 3rd ODI, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 02:00 PM
Monday June 20, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 5, Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua, 10:00 AM
Tuesday June 21, 2022
SL vs Australia, 4th ODI, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 02:00 PM
Wednesday June 22, 2022
Netherlands vs England, 3rd ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 11:00 AM
Thursday June 23, 2022
New Zealand tour of England, 2022
England vs NZ, 3rd Test, Day 1, Headingley,
Leeds, 11:00 AM
Friday June 24, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 1, Daren
Sammy National Cric. Std., St Lucia, 10:00 AM
India tour of England, 2022
Leicestershire vs India, 4-day Warm-up Match,
Day 1, Grace Road, Leicester, 11:00 AM
England vs NZ, 3rd Test, Day 2, Headingley,
Leeds, 11:00 AM
SL vs Australia, 5th ODI, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 02:00 PM
Saturday June 25, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 2, Daren
Sammy National Cric. Std., St Lucia, 10:00 AM
Leicestershire vs India, 4-day Warm-up Match,
Day 2, Leicester, 11:00 AM
England vs NZ, 3rd Test, Day 3, Headingley,
Leeds, 11:00 AM
Sunday June 26, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 3, Daren
Sammy National Cric. Std., St Lucia, 10:00 AM
India tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs India, 1st T20I, The Village, Dublin,
04:30 PM
Leicestershire vs India, 4-day Warm-up Match,
Day 3, Leicester, 11:00 AM
England vs NZ, 3rd Test, Day 4, Headingley,
Leeds, 11:00 AM
Monday June 27, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 4, Daren
Sammy National Cric. Std., St Lucia, 10:00 AM
Leicestershire vs India, 4-day Warm-up Match,
Day 4, Grace Road, Leicester, 11:00 AM
England vs NZ, 3rd Test, Day 5, Headingley,
Leeds, 11:00 AM
Tuesday June 28, 2022
WI vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 5, Daren
Sammy National Cric. Std., St Lucia, 10:00 AM
Ireland vs India, 2nd T20I, The Village, Dublin
04:30 PM
Wednesday June 29, 2022
SL vs Australia, 1st Test, Day 1, Galle
International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
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PROUD TO BE
CANADIAN MADE

LOCAL 27 IS PROUD TO BE TORONTO’S
ORIGINAL CARPENTERS’ UNION!

HAPPY CANADA DAY
222 Rowntree Dairy Road, Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2
T: 905-652-4140 | www. ubc27.ca |
@carpenters27
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

Brampton East For Sale $899,990

Location! Location!

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

SO

LD

Location! Stunning
3 bdrm 3 bath
townhome in
prestigious Brampton
East. Main flr features:
open concept liv/din
rooms seamlessly
transition into a private b/yard. Kitchen has
upgraded quartz countertops, b/splsh & large eat-in
island. Bsmt features: 2 bdms w/full wrm & potlights
thruout. Interlocked driveway allows 3 cars to park
w/added garage access. Close to all amenities,
shopping, schools, place of worship, hwys 427/407.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan

 rtwalk Condos is a new
A
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

Angus

FOR SALE
$1,399,990

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

TAB

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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$949,000

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

$600s*

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.

indocaribbeanworld.com | june 15, 2022

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

