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More coalition efforts to delay vote recount
Now GECOM sent on ‘fishing expedition’ with irregularities list
Georgetown – The Guyana Elections Commission has
been sent on a “fishing expedition” by the APNU+AFC coalition, part of its “nefarious” political agenda to delay the vote
recount by claiming voting irregularities occurred on election
day, the PPP/Civic has charged.
In a statement, the PPP/Civic noted that it was the
APNU+AFC coalition, and not the caretaker government, that
was given immigration records of nationals it is claiming were
out of the country on March 2.
It also claims these confidential
records were handed over by
the Commissioner of Police/
Immigration Department, and
was done without the consent
of the hundreds of persons involved.
Also, that the delay tactics
situation is being compounded
the Commissioner of Police,
who is purporting to verify the
Compton Bacchus
very information supplied by
members within this own organisation, the PPP claimed.
So far the exercise of verification appears to be more than
a “fishing expedition”; in fact, it seems to be compounded
with a “wild goose chase”, with verification of individuals on
the APNU+AFC list presumed to be absent voters turning up
quite alive, healthy, and stunned at the accusations of voter
fraud.
According to reports out of Georgetown, two astonished
persons accused by the APNU+AFC coalition as being absent
from the jurisdiction, but who voted on March 2, have since
come forward with denials.
In a video message issued by one of the accused, Compton
Bacchus of Plantation Phillip, Region Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam), the stunned national insisted he was not only present

www.omesh.com

in the jurisdiction on March 2, but that he had voted in person. He was listed as having voted at Polling Station 221113A,
ballot box 2045, with serial number seven.
Said an incredulous Bacchus, even as he provided incontrovertible evidence he was alive, healthy, and a capable participant on March 2: “My name is Compton Bacchus and I
live at Plantation Phillips, Public Road, and I voted on March

INSURANCE

See Page 12: Voters stunned

US says to T&T: withdraw if
unwilling to abide with Rio
Port-of-Spain – In yet another response to the ties between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela, the US State Department this week suggested that Port-of-Spain withdraw
from the Rio Treaty if the PNM government is unwilling to
abide with decisions made by member countries.
The recommendation came
as a response from the US State
Department to statements about
Trinidad and Tobago’s sovereignty made by the government
last month. According to Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley, and
Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs Dennis Moses, Trinidad and Tobago does not have
to abide to amendments made in
Dennis Moses
the treaty last year.
“Delcy Rodriguez is subject to travel sanctions that are
binding on all Rio Treaty parties, and Trinidad and Tobago is
a party to the treaty,” the US State Department said.
The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, or the
Rio Treaty, is part of a mutual defence system agreement among
See Page 12: US State Dept
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Coalition trying to rewrite historical fraud narrative
By Baytoram Ramharack
which both major parties had a fair chance of winning.
istories are narratives that people construct in order
To date, David Granger, the leader of the APNU+AFC coto decipher the meaning of past events. The extent to alition, has not condemned the most glaring actions taken by
which those narratives
Returning Officer Clairmont
closely approximate the past can
Mingo to defraud the Guyanese
PAGE 1 COMMENTARY
be problematic because narratives
people by nullifying their votes.
can be entirely fabricated, partialThe July 16, 1973 shooting of Jaly authentic, or can withstand scrutiny when documented by gan Ramessar and Bholanauth Parmanand by members of the
historical evidence.
Guyana Defence Force is not based on a fictional narrative,
That the PNC has historically rigged national elections to but it was a real attempt by citizens to protect their sacred
remain in office illegally since 1968 to 1992 is an historical fact voting rights.
The table [Page 10] of electoral results from 1961 to 2020
that is irrefutable. Ironically, the current accusations, now with
PNC executive Aubrey Norton claiming his incumbent party (extracted from a forthcoming book by Dr Ramesh Gampat)
has observed “anomalies to clear fraud and rigging”, is yet an- exposes a deep-rooted Guyana tragedy consistent with the
other desperate attempt by leaders of the PNC, AFC, and the false coalition narrative.
First, observers, both local and international, were presWPA to change the historical narrative by concocting a fake
ent at general elections in Guyana and all national elecone to deceive their supporters.
The coalition has embarked on this path for primarily two tions “won” by the PNC were declared fraudulently rigged.
main reasons. One, it is part of a clumsy attempt to recapture An excerpt from The New York Times (September 3, 1990)
American support in a post-Cold War era, thereby, hoping to summarised it this way: “Electoral frauds and the scale of
stave off impending US-imposed personal, political, and eco- fraudulent elections in Guyana have been documented by
the annual United States country reports on human rights
nomic sanctions.
Two, this false narrative is just another transparent, albeit
See Page10: Historical evidence
more elaborate attempt to nullify the March 2 elections in
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Quiet Elegance
A terrific buy. Impressively modern home with 9'
foot celing, 5 washrooms, 4+ 2 bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, family room with
gas fireplace, 3 full washrooms on upper floor,
large deck, stone front porch and a finished 2 bedroom basement apt. Real Nice!
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$709,900
Here is a wonderful opportunity to move into this
lovely bungalow with a modern open concept living, dining, and kitchen. The basement is finished
with separate entrance. Enjoy an inground pool,
sauna, and covered patio for summer BBQ.
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Rexdale Court Location
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Impressive home with 9’ ceiling, LED lights, open concept
with gas fireplace, eat in kitchen, master bedroom with full
ensuite, side entrance to the basement and 3 bedrooms.
Freshly painted in modern tones. A true pleasure.

Affordable Solution
Will get out of his corner to see this home with 3
bedrooms, 3 washrooms, living and dining room,
modern kitchen, finish basement, garage, fenced
yard and private driveway. Upgrades include
ceramic, hardwood floors and LED lights.

$580,000
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$710,000
For Young Moderns

POWER SALE
Fractured price! Here is a 4-level side split with
double car garage, family room with original
wood burning fireplace, 2 kitchens, open concept
living and dining room, 4 bedrooms and 3 washrooms. Features LED lights, laminate floors, eat-in
kitchen, and a finish basement. A Rare find.

$519,000

$729,900
Features a double door entry, modern kitchen with
granite counter, LED lights, 3 bedrooms and a
basement apartment with 2 bedrooms, open concept living and dining room and separate entrance.
The basement is rented for $1,600 monthly. It’s an
income booster.

Just 45 Minutes East of Toronto
Open concept home with 2 large eat-in kitchens,
family room with a gas fireplace, main floor laundry,
premium lot, long driveway and double car garage.
Features 5 bdrms, 4 washrooms and a modern basement. Extensively upgraded with quartz, granite, dark
premium laminates and LED lighting. Call for a tour.
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Dandy Discounts
Lovely home with 4 bedrooms, 3 washrooms,
main floor family room with fireplace, main floor
laundry, double car garage, open concept living
and dining room, and an unspoilt basement. This
home sits on a spacious corner lot.
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Relief announced for Temporary Foreign Workers affected by Covid-19
By Victor Ing (Asian Pacific Post)

O

ver the past two months, millions of workers in Canada
have lost their jobs or experienced dramatic changes in
their working conditions due to widespread business
shutdowns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. During this crisis, foreign workers who hold employer-specific work permits face
additional challenges because they do not have the option to look
for new employment if they lose their current jobs, or to accept
a different position within the same company to stay employed.
In order to assist these foreign workers who have been affected by Covid-19, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
has announced that effective May 12, 2020, foreign workers who
have received a job offer from a new employer will be able to

start working for the new employer within ten days.
Furthermore, workers who need to change their positions
will also be able to start working in their new positions within
ten days.
Generally speaking, foreign workers hold two different types
of work permits that determine who they can work for, and what
type of work they are allowed to do in Canada. First, there are
‘open’ work permits that allow its holder to work for any Canadian employer in any position. Secondly, there are ‘closed’ work
permits (also referred to as ‘employer-specific’ work permits)
that only allow its holder to work for a specific employer in a
specific position and location.
When foreign workers holding closed work permits want to
change employers, or change the position they have with their

Canada’s diversity can drive post-pandemic impetus
By Barinder S. Bhullar, Former Director of Policy
to British Columbia’s Premier Christy Clark

lished across the world.
Our country is in a unique position. The free trade agreements
established with the USMCA and CETA position Canada as the
ur world has changed significantly. We are in an in- sole country that serves as a portal to the Western developed
credibly unstable period. Governments and businesses world. Bilateral and multilateral agreements in the Americas, Afaround the world are turning their attention to the ur- rica and across the Indo-Pacific (particularly with the CPTPP)
gent need to restart the economy responsibly.
have created pathways to opportunities unThe interplay of this present pandemic crisis
precedented anywhere in the world. While the
and the second and third-order economic and
potential to accelerate trade with a distinctly
social challenges that spin-off from it are chalCanadian proposition to generate jobs, investlenging decision-makers to shift their thinkment, and strategic partnerships for Canada
ing beyond traditional policy solutions.
does exist, it is up to Canadian enterprises to
In this context, it is time for both the Canaseize the opportunity. This is especially true in
dian public and private sector to welcome the
the post-COVID-19 economic order to come.
perspectives of a younger generation of CanaCanadian industries will need to respond to
dians at the executive levels of Canadian trade;
the global economic reorder upon us, in which
Canadians whose heritage of immigration and
restructured supply chains across all aspects
upbringing in Canada provide a vital bridge for
of global economic life provide real value for
success in navigating the world. The generation
Canadian prosperity. What is needed is for
that intuitively understands the opportunities
Canada to embrace a model of global economic
of the gig economy, that bridges the experience
leadership, based on the inclusion of the best
of baby boomers and millennials, that succeeds
that Canada has to offer.
Barinder S. Bhullar
in a pluralist Canada, must be enabled to conAs an advisor to a Canadian Premier and
tribute to the prosperity of the country.
her Finance Minister facing the vast opportunities our status as
The data is clear: according to McKinsey & Company, com- a Pacific nation affords us, I lamented the homogeneity of the
panies that embrace the dynamism and unique perspectives executive class of the country. Many immigrants have arrived
inherent in diversity are more competitive than their peers. It on Canada’s shores seeking opportunity and refuge. They left beshould come as no surprise that social diversity (that is, diver- hind a legacy of failed and failing states in search of long-term
sity in terms of age, gender, ethnicity, race, etc.) helps provide a survival for the families they cherished, and opportunities for
wide range of experiences and insights that help give companies, the next generation of Canadians.
businesses, and startups a competitive edge.
Today, their children hail from every region of the world, are
We will soon be embarking on a national debate defining finding success across Canadian society, are raising Canadian
the opportunities and risks for Canadian economic recovery. families, and are untapped potential that ought to be seconded
For Canada to realise true economic independence – that is, to in the cause of Canadian competitiveness. Canadian businesses
define the crucial role that Canadian resources, manufacturing, would be very well served by enlisting their insights, expertise
innovation and expertise, strategic thinking – we will need to and experience in shaping a post-COVID-19 economic order.
prioritise Canadian competitiveness in the global marketplace.
As we encounter unprecedented global economic turmoil, CaTaking stock of Canadian companies, boards, and executives nadian prosperity would be well-served to think beyond the
today, it is clear that there are opportunities to better apply so- US for the economic success of our country; in fact, we have no
cial diversity in order to succeed in the modern business envi- choice but to engage in a global economic reorder.
ronment. There remains the scant capacity to navigate global
To do so will require policy-makers and business leaders to
opportunity at the senior-most levels of corporate governance tap into Canada’s uniquely dynamic and diverse human capiand leadership. The vast majority of medium-sized Canadian tal advantages. There are young, smart, and talented individuenterprises lack the confidence in advantaging themselves to the als who are ready and able to usher in a new wave of Canadian
opportunities that 50 plus trade agreements Canada has estab- prosperity; we’ve but to unleash them on our economy.
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Victor Ing is a lawyer of Sas &
Ing Immigration Law Centre.
He provides a full range of
immigration services.
current employers, they must make an application to IRCC to
change the conditions of their work permit. This would even apply in cases where somebody received a promotion within the
same company to a more senior position, or moved laterally
within the same company to a different position.
Applications to change conditions are reviewed by officers at
an IRCC office in Edmonton, and it takes about three to four
months for that application to be decided. Normally, workers
are not allowed to start working for their new employers or in
their new positions until their change applications are approved
by IRCC.
The new rule changes announced on May 12, 2020, allow foreign workers who have found job offers to work for different Canadian employers, or a job offer to work in a different position
with the same employer, to start working under those new conditions within ten days, instead of having to wait the three to four
months it usually takes for their change applications to be fully
processed.
For a foreign worker to qualify under these new rules, they
must already be living in Canada and have valid immigration
status, including implied status. Furthermore, the employer
who is offering them a new position must have obtained either a
positive Labour Market Impact Assessment, or be exempt from
needing one. Once the new job offer from the employer is confirmed, foreign workers need to make an application to change
the conditions of their stay in Canada and then specifically ask
IRCC to process that application under these new rules.
It will take about ten days for IRCC officers to confirm with
the foreign worker that their change applications qualify for processing under the new rules, and after receiving confirmation
the foreign workers will immediately be allowed to begin working under the new conditions. These new rules apply equally to
applications made after May 12, 2020, and to pending applications that were made before the new rules were announced.
The new rules announced by IRCC on May 12, 2020, aims to
get foreign workers back to work as soon as possible if they have
suffered a job loss or have had to change positions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The new rules will be in effect until the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship cancels them and
they will greatly benefit workers with closed work permits who,
unlike open work permit holders, do not have the same flexibility
to change jobs while in Canada.
However, IRCC will need to continue to innovate to address
other immigration problems that COVID-19 has created, including helping a whole cohort of foreign workers who were relying
on having full-time employment in order to qualify for Canadian
permanent residency and who may no longer have enough time to
qualify when business resumes. The past few months have shown
that IRCC is willing to create novel solutions to address novel
problems and we can expect to see new initiatives announced in
the coming months.
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.
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Editorial

Time for a re-write

T

he time has come to re-write Abraham Lincoln’s famous 1858 quote: “You can fool all the people some
of the time and some of the people all the time, but
you cannot fool all the people all the time.”
In our time, with the proliferation of mass online connectivity and immediate information availability, it is becoming
more difficult for governments to fool the people at any time.
It makes the following questions quite troubling. Why
do administrations, such as Donald Trump’s, and closer to
home for us in the diaspora, the APNU+AFC in Guyana,
keep treading on the rock-strewn and stony path of partisan
agendas?
Also, why is it so difficult for these administrations to
understand that despite attempts to control narrow narratives, the undercurrents driving their partisan agendas are
now easy to locate and unpack in online spaces. Today, these
spaces are populated with millions of adept, social media users; more and more, it is evident that decent people are quite
informed.
Take the photo-op earlier this week by beleaguered US
President, Donald Trump. Standing in front of the St John’s
Church in Washington, DC, while holding up a Bible, the intended messaging, among other things, it was conflation of
authoritarianism, partisanship, and religion.
More instructive was how easily, and immediately,
Trump’s message unraveled in the media and online. In no
time, Trump’s engagement in performativity of the spectacle
outside the St John’s Church was unpacked as being hyperbolic and a dog-whistle, not only by onlookers in the US, but
across the globe.
Even as he proclaimed, “We have a great country! Greatest country in the world!”, he was doing it in a continuum of
escalating turmoil in the US. Even as he postured, observant
eyes did not miss he was standing in a landscape tainted with
drifting smoke and tear gas.
The ironies inherent in Trump’s photo-op location were
not lost to hundreds of millions of eyes. Using the church and
its frontage of desolation was more than a public relations
debacle. His egress from the White House meant navigating
through protest debris – discarded water bottles, and cannisters with expelled tear-gas and smoke, a mise-en-scène of
conflict revealing an almost-apocalyptic battlefield.
There was even more fallout in scattered rocks and stones.
As symbols of defiance, when hurled at unassailable structures of power, rocks and stones become metonymic containers for pent-up anger, mourning, and violence.
This time around, in yet another outburst of civil protests
in the US, the rocks and stones are taking along in its trajectory the energy of a narrative arc that is a continuum of painful, historical responses by African Americans to centuries of
injustice, oppression, and racism.
Today, in the immediacy of streaming media and 247/365 online connectivity, the entire world mourns yet another horrifying homicide, George Floyd, another African
American man, brutally killed by a police officer.
Indeed, Trump’s unempathetic, striding path onto his desolate stage for performance of the spectacle outside St John’s
Church, was ironically done a stone’s throw away.
Closer to home, the interim government of Guyana has
been using similar partisan messaging and dog-whistling
following the March 2 elections in an attempt to leverage its
outcome. Now into three months and ‘counting’, the results
of March 2 are still being tallied.
Like the rest of the world that is wary of spin messaging, Guyanese are not fooled by the obfuscations and delay
tactics being spun-out daily by APNU+AFC. It is clear the
APNU+AFC is running down the clock in an attempt to
continue to hold on to governmental power.
Guyanese at home and abroad are becoming more frustrated with APNU+AFC’s charades and delays; the ironies
are laughable in its claims of electoral irregularities, which
are coming from a party that historically maintained power
through fraudulent tactics.
Today, millions of engaged people throughout the world
are no longer being fooled all the time, and there are many
decent Guyanese among them.
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acism has always been with us;
it is inherent in the character
of mankind; we are what our
genes instinctively determine if left
alone, but our educability has interfered, allowing us to acquire
abilities that have, through influence of place, time, needs, available natural resources etc., allowed us to modify innate behaviours and develop new ones, copied from others, and essential
for sharing the same environment; they became part of our social armamentarium.
Thus mankind can dilute or enhance the effects
of his genes to make him good, kind, patient, tolerant, altruistic, all highly desirable for happy community living; or cruel, hateful, greedy, aggressive,
selfish; and others, not so desirable, which invariably dominate the egotist, power-seeker, ambitious, monopolist
or narcissist. Rarely, one might see a mixture of these.
Original society was tribal and homogeneous, worldwide,
now mainly preserved in remoter sylvan areas not marred by
civilisation; they shared values and were closely knit by the need
to survive. When want forced migration, especially in seasonal
societies in temperate and frigid lands, mostly north of 40° latitude, they moved to better provided areas and had to learn new
social rules. Integration was easier when tribes looked alike, and
had similar values; in a few generations their practices merged,
enhancing survival and progress.
When European tribes moved south and met tribes of a different skin colour, they inherently interpreted them as different
races, to be treated with respect, if they were powerful, e.g. the
Nubians, or to be exploited, if placid and yielding, like some
American natives. In time, this behaviour became entrenched
and went through periods of acceptance of differences, after experience with one another suggested a basic similarity of needs,
capabilities and approaches, until the ascendancy of the greedy
and aggressive ruling class in Europe, and their search for cheap
resources of people and materials to enhance their lifestyle.
Thus they enslaved others, indiscriminately at first, then later
focussing on Africans, the spoils of inter-tribal wars whom they
could buy cheaply from their captors. In Europe, slavery ended
for economic reasons: domestic industrialists argued that they
paid workers “high” wages, while colonial farmers and manufacturers benefitted disproportionately from slave labour (This
was in the background, while the moral argument prevailed
publicly!)
American slavery is the best-publicised result of the global

trade, mainly because it was the heaviest, lasted longest and produced the
worst outcomes for slaves.
For, just as the end of the eighteenth century saw a push for “liberty, equality and fraternity”
with independence of French, Americans, Haitians etc., and a
movement to free slaves elsewhere, independent USA refused to
conform, allowing all rights to whites, denying non-whites even
due legal rights. When Frederick Douglass, a mulatto ex-slave
intellectual, argued against this, his white admirers pronounced that his intelligence came from
Mohan
his Caucasian blood! Every form of rights denial
Ragbeer followed, and the civil war resulted from southern
intransigence, followed by the 14th Constitutional
amendment guaranteeing equal rights.
Hardly did any reform of thinking have a chance to change
attitudes, Francis Galton introduced the concept of eugenics
in 1887, suggesting a “scientific” basis for segregation of mankind into five racial types, according to colour, white foremost,
black lowest. For Americans, this validated Samuel Norton, first
among American scientists, who in the 1830s used craniometry
to conclude that Caucasians had larger skulls (he had fiddled
the measurements to suit his hypothesis!) and, therefore, more
brains, giving them “a decided and unquestioned superiority
over all the nations of the earth”.
Morton’s findings were later popularised by pro-slavery scientist Josiah Nott (a slave-owner), who said, in 1854, “Nations and
races, like individuals, have each an especial destiny: some are
born to rule, and others to be ruled.... No two distinctly-marked
races can dwell together on equal terms.” He claimed that “the
negro achieves his greatest perfection, physical and moral, and
also greatest longevity in a state of slavery”.
Dalton’ s evolution theories had started race debates in 1857,
and led to Galton’s eugenics, giving further fillip to race supremacists; segregation (“Jim Crow”) followed soon after in the
US South, with extermination of countless Blacks, and lasted
over 70 years. During that time, Black leaders maintained a
non-stop campaign to achieve equal rights in practice and stop
targetted mis-treatment by officials and Police, the stereotyping,
denial of housing, jobs, education, freedom of movement, voting rights and a secure private life.
White police across the land have never heeded any reform,
neither in thinking nor in action. The throttling of George
Floyd, and six years ago of Eric Garner was as natural to the
white cops as their right to breathe. (To be continued.)

US Racism

Ma’s lessons were mostly ‘hand-me-down’

M

a never ceased her ongoing warnings there were hidden, unseen dangers awaiting an errant young boy
whenever I strayed far from her finitely surveillant eyes
as I was growing up back home.
Her interventions typically started out as warning shots fired
across the bow, so to speak; later, it escalated into
direct hits. Among these warning shots were dire
Romeo
admonitions, a constant deployment of salvos of
Kaseram
the subjunctive mood from her stockpile of munitions, fired off as a done deal, an unwholesome fait
accompli that always ended with me being in either
a near-fatal, or deeply entangled, in a fatal outcome.
All of Ma would pour into her curved, wagging forefinger: “If
you go by the river to fish, then you will fall in and drown”; or, “If
you go running like a wild pig in the cane fields, then a snake will
bite you”; and, “If you keep harassing the Jack Spaniard nest, then
they will sting you, and you will swell up like a bullfrog crapaud”.
The emphasis with italics is my grandmother’s, delivered with
affirmative shakings of the head to the metronomic, swinging
beats of emphatic forefinger-wagging; her conviction uncontestable that said predatory event overtaking and consuming my fragile person was as inexorable as the grave, and the Board of Inland
Revenue; in fact, it was always just around the corner sharpening
its claws, and patiently waiting to pounce.
I can say with certainty I did get a sinking feeling whenever
Ma waved her wand of certainty, unleashing yet another one of
her dire prophesies to swirl its black smoke in my untrammeled,
magical boyhood world. However, that sinking feeling was not apprehension about becoming critically, or fatally entangled in overlapping places of danger.
Rather, there were those times when the tension between my
questing, explorative boyhood spirit and Ma’s anxiety over my
safety in a seemingly hostile environment escalated to “direct hits”.
So it was in my time, such a response from an adult being the
norm; thankfully, this is no longer so, and is frowned upon today.
So, to translate the moment of escalation into her numerous
focused reprisals really meant, “Putting a good lash on this child’s
harden little tail”. Or, to turn yet again to Ma’s abuse of the subjunctive mood, in the way she quashed it into a square hole to
predict certitude, rather than future possibility, “If he can’t learn,
then he will feel”.
Many were the occasions when I was astonishingly extracted
from situations of “no-boys’-land” by my harrowed grandmother,
the person of a young boy offering too-many available, convenient
handles for her vexed, opportunistic grasp. The collar on a shirt
was among the well-known targets for immediate lift, then bench-

pressing of the deadweight of a squirming boy, his legs and arms
articulating mechanically like a doomed, upended crab.
More foreboding, though, was the availability of the seat of the
pants, which after being stretched as tight as a drum using the
dreaded one-handed lift manoeuvre, presented the ideal surface
for the other hand to immediately deliver a resonating, staccato drum-roll of “direct hits”.
Whap! Whap! Whap! Whap! So thundered
the drum-beat. It came to a point where I began
acquiring a finer aptitude for reading music time
signature: in simple measure, her two-beat delivery
carried with it a highly-punctuated and instructive
narrative accompaniment: “How. Many. Times. Have. I. Told. You.
Not. To…”
Her faster, compound time triple beats were concomitant with
hanging offences, the worst being the criminality of intransigence,
also known as, “Having hot-mouth!”. My more famous episodes
were, “You red and vex just like a Jack Spaniard!”; or, resentful
after a disciplinary session, “You can’t sting me worse than a Jack
Spaniard!”
The application of Ma’s musical improvisation with the beat
during these episodes were hand-me-down: one, to ensure syncopated, flat-palmed delivery of her messaging; and two, to simultaneously remove dust from the seat of my pants, for which she had
lots of practice sessions, before-hand, so to speak, dusting brown
crocus bags using a stick.
Today, I throw myself at the mercy of the court of hindsight,
to the jury of 20-20 backward vision by forwarding a claim of total innocence for putting my now dearly-departed grandmother
through such trauma.
For in a boy’s mind, what could possibly have gone wrong in
harassing a nest of Jack Spaniards? It is not that the warning flashpoints on these wasps going ballistic was not only evident in its
angry-red, exoskeleton armour; then there was territoriality: a
slight breeze caressing the nest seeing rapid, buzzing escalation of
collective annoyance.
How could a boy not help the temptation of filching the red,
juicy false fruit of a cashew guarded by such formidable sentries?
Or why would a snake return to the best fishing spot among the
bamboos, the site of its skin-shedding? Surely, the lengthy footage
of the skin’s sunlit, iridescent abandonment, necklaced among the
interlocking and sighing bamboo, meant the snake had no plans
to return.
In my winding paths of boyhood, partially armoured with an
innocence that sloppily guarded the more fragile undergarments
of naiveté: Ma. Was. My. Protector.
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Evidence needed for Dr Hinds’ assertion of fraud
Dear Editor,
tional team of observers for the 1980 election;
Dr David Hinds in his letter, ‘Once again the Report by Lord Avesbury and Lord Chitnis on
West has overtly taken a side’ (Stabroek News, the 1985 election, as well as report in the New
May 20, 2020) indicates he is writing “to cor- York Times on the roughing up of Dr Cheddi
rect the narrative that is being promoted that Jagan and the UK Guardian reporter, Anthony
electoral rigging is a one-sided phenomenon”. Jenkins.
He states that “to give the
I seem to recall too that
younger generation the
the WPA had protested
impression that it is only
the handling of the 1985
one party that has been
election and the Caribaccused of rigging elecbean Council of Churchtions is a blatant falsificaes, among others, was
tion of history”.
accused of meddling in
Like Dr Hinds, I too,
Guyana's internal affairs.
and I believe the majority
Now for the 2020 election,
of Guyanese, would not
we see the observers replike to see the falsificaresenting the Commontion of history; for such
wealth, the OAS, the Eufalsification contributes
ropean Union, the Carter
to the mistrust and racial
Centre, and the diplomats
divide, thereby preventfrom the US, UK, Canada,
ing national unity and
and the EU, all claimeconomic development.
ing that the tabulation of
Unfortunately, his letter
results for Region 4 was
conflates two issues, that
tainted and Clairmont
is, actual rigging of elecMingo’s declaration not
tions based on evidence,
credible.
Clairmont Mingo
and accusations of rigAs well, Guyana's Chief
gings from a disgruntled loser in an election.
Justice has ruled that the laws were not folThe former is based on documented facts, lowed by Mingo. And once again, the old PNC
the latter being simply a belief or claim. Those play-book has been revisited – foreigners are
who have read the Bible may be familiar with meddling in Guyana’s internal affairs.
the story of Simon Magus. Simon claimed he
While I am aware of allegations by PNC/
could fly and decided to prove it to his follow- APNU of fraudulent elections under the PPP, I
ers so he climbed a tall tower and jumped over have not seen any confirmation by credible inthe edge. However, instead of soaring through dependent sources. In fact, the results of all the
the air, poor Simon dropped to the ground and elections were considered credible by foreign
his body splattered all over the place. Claims observers although processes could have been
must be proved before they can be accepted.
improved.
Dr Hinds notes, “There is enough evidence
Following protests by the opposition parthat given our ethnic geography both par- ties in 1997 and the most vulgar and disgraceties have benefited from tampering with the ful display ever seen in Georgetown by some
process in areas where their support base pre- of their women supporters, the results of the
dominates.” As I read that excerpt, I recalled 1997 election were audited by an independent
Eusi Kwayana’s 2003 article ‘Cycling to a better team of Caricom nationals, headed by eminent
place – Kean Gibson and the cycle of racial op- Trinidadian lawyer, Ulric Cross.
pression in Guyana’.
No significant variance from the declared
In that article Kwayana states, “Dr Gibson’s results was found. However, the election was
political anecdotes and history are highly selec- soon declared unconstitutional by Justice Clautive. Although she may be on to something in dette Singh, now retired and current Chairher diagnosis of religion as the key component person of GECOM, because of the use of voter
of our problems, she has not made the argu- registration card as the only means of identifiment.”
cation for voting.
Likewise, I believe Dr Hinds has not made
Interestingly, this was a feature voted into
the case he argues. It would be extremely ben- law unanimously by all party members in the
eficial if Dr Hinds could provide the evidence legislature, including the Leader of the PNC,
from independent sources that both major par- Desmond Hoyte. Later, the election was chalties have tampered with elections.
lenged in court by a PNC supporter, after the
So far, I am aware only of documentary party lost the election.
evidence from independent sources indicating
Dr Hinds has mentioned that in 1961 the
that elections under the PNC were fraudulent PNC was able to “prove” that the PPP had
as the following list shows: UK’s Granada TV rigged that election. Here is what I have been
documentaries on the 1968 and 1973 elections; able to determine. The 1961 election was conReport by Lord Avesbury, head of an interna- ducted under the first-past-the-post system

where the country was divided into a number Was Hunt taking side?
Dr Hinds opines “Now in 2020, the primary
of constituencies. Guyana was still a colony
with the Governor, Sir Ralph Grey, as the Ad- interest of the West in Guyana is its newlyfound oil wealth. All other interests are in the
ministrator.
The PPP had limited control over the affairs service of that primary interests.” This may be
of the colony, Cheddi Jagan’s title being Chief true, but was this not the case when the oil in
Minister, and the election was under the con- large commercial quantity was first discovered
trol of the Commissioner
in 2015? And how would
of Elections, a British civil
the PPP put Guyana in
servant. After the results
a worse economic situawere declared, the PNC
tion when APNU+AFC
filed six election petitions.
has already signed major
Five were dismissed, one
oil contracts, contrary
upheld, and the election
to the advice of the two
for that constituency deindependent
international experts who were
clared void because there
consulted, thereby giving
were 13 underage voters
away (USD) billions to
and one who impersonated someone else. Even
the foreign oil giants and
if those 14 votes were disleaving paltry sums for
counted from the winner,
the Guyanese people toa PPP candidate, he would
gether with the potential
have still won by over 400
for catastrophic environvotes, but the judge ruled
mental consequences? Dr
the election void.
Hinds has evaded this isRegarding his claim
sue.
Dr David Hinds
that “the ABCE countries
Finally, I agree with Dr
have openly chosen a side in the current stand- Hinds when he states that a “factor at play is
off – they have taken the PPP’s side”, a logical the underlying ethnic problem which both parmind would ask, “Why would they have given ties know exists but for obvious reasons they
full support to the APNU+AFC in 2015 when downplay”. This is David Hinds the academic
the coalition won and now side with the PPP?” speaking.
In fact, the US International Republican InUnfortunately, in the 2020 election David
stitute takes pride in its role in effecting change Hinds was a politician in one of the two main 2015 (‘Guyanese youth gain a voice’, The Hill, jor ethnic parties, and, therefore, part of the
08/06/15, Mark Green, President of the IRI). problem he identified. No other than his friend
And then, when the PPP protested the results, Freddie Kissoon notes, “If the PNC had won,
the US Chargé d’Affaires, Brian Hunt, defended then David was partly responsible for widening
the results saying, “The final results of the elec- the race chasm because he campaigned for ethtion accurately reflected the votes cast by the nic domination” (‘50 Shades of David Hinds’,
Guyanese people. All political parties should Kaieteur News, May 13, 2020).
respect the outcome of the democratic process.”
Harry Hergash
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Discussions with US, T&T troubling
Dear Editor,
Discussions between Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister Keith Rowley and the US Ambassador Joseph Mondello are troubling. It
would appear that our government approached
the matter as a supplicant, asking for forgiveness for having done some wrong. It would be
interesting to find out where the discussions
were held.
Ambassador Mondello failed to observe
protocol when he made a public statement on a
matter of diplomatic import involving his host
country.
Such action would never be tolerated by his
government. It is surprising that our foremost
expert on international relations did not see fit
to comment on this.
Any such observations should be raised with
the country’s foreign affairs ministry or in an
audience with the country’s foreign affairs minister.

A public statement on such a matter by the
ambassador could be interpreted as interference in the host country’s internal politics.
Of course, the world is aware such diplomatic
niceties do not always engage the US Department of State, especially when it comes to insignificant island States like Trinidad and Tobago.
It would not be the least bit surprising to
find out our leaders met with Ambassador
Mondello on foreign territory, that is, the US
Embassy. That would simply confirm our subservience to the mighty US.
If the US had any concerns about the meeting with the Venezuelan Vice-president, it
would have been entirely appropriate for Ambassador Mondello to request an audience with
the minister of foreign affairs or the prime
minister, at which the US’s concerns would
have been raised. Any other approach should
be eschewed.
Karan Mahabirsingh via e-mail.
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Claudette Singh on a dangerous path
Dear Editor:
tors use the term “appropriateness” to measure
Claudette Singh, GECOM Chair, has now the relevance and reliability of audit evidence.
confirmed a statement by APNU+AFC’s GE- Seemingly intent on embarking on an investiCOM commissioner Vincent Alexander re- gation into whether or not GECOM has carried
ported in the media on Saturday, May 30. In that out its constitutional duty Claudette Singh is
statement, Alexander had said that Singh had creating another brand of evidence which will
written the Chief Immigration Officer to seek get her into the history books. But she is taking
confirmation of a list provided by APNU of per- a dangerous path.
sons who were out of Guyana on elections day,
Here are a few reasons: Investigating any erbut for whom votes were fraudulently cast.
rors, flaws or deficiencies concerning the results
PPP/C Commissioner Sase Gunraj had been of elections is for the exclusive jurisdiction of the
reported in the same media
High Court. Related to that
article as stating not only that
is the well-known principle
GECOM had made no such
that one cannot be a judge in
decision, but that he as an opone’s own cause. As a retired
position Commissioner was
judge Claudette Singh cannot even aware of any correnot not know that. Or has
spondence from APNU.
she fallen for Harmon’s danAs the recount drags on,
gerous threat about calm?
Singh’s integrity and compeAnd now that she has evitence are being called into
dence of questionable value
serious question. It is now a
from the Commissioner of
matter of public knowledge
Police, will her investigation
that Singh had written the
dispense with the right to be
Commissioner of Police one
heard rule?
week earlier for the very purSingh has ineptly reClaudette Singh
pose stated by Alexander. He
versed the burden of proof
knew, but not the opposition Commissioners. and kowtows to the APNU. So, with the auThe subject matter is a policy issue for a seven- thority or knowledge only of Alexander, she
person Commission not as Singh thinks, a one- has assumed the onus of proof in that Party’s
person dictatorship.
fake allegations.
From the language and the details in the
Would she now call the Commissioner of
recitals to Order 60, it is clear that its draft- Police and all the GECOM staff and parties
ing required the knowledge and expertise of agents involved to give evidence and how will
someone fully conversant with the detailed she treat with any rebuttals from Harmon’s/
operational aspects of elecJames’ list of persons? And
tions. That someone is Vinfinally, would Singh tell us
cent Alexander. It is hard to
what standard of proof she
say which is correct, but this
will insist on in this clanmatter reveals that Alexander
destine inquiry and wonder
is either Singh’s confidante or
whether she is aware of the
she is his poodle.
House of Lords case, In Re
This issue is another examB (Children) (Fc) Appellate
ple of Singh leading the elecCommittee?
toral body like a circus. Here
I ask these questions to
is why. APNU collaborated
show the absurdity of the
with its illegal MP and Minpath that the self-described
ister of Citizenship Winston
Iron Lady has secretly and
Felix to obtain from the Imillegally chosen.
Vincent Alexander
migration Department travel
Singh is trying her best to
information of certain persons on the Official stretch this thing out. But as the Addendum to
List of Electors. With the information thus ob- Order 60 acknowledges, GECOM is required
tained, APNU passed the information to its to make a “declaration of the results on the final
agents in the recount. Then the information credible count of the elections”.
finds its way on the Observation Reports which
There is no room for APNU’s David Hinds’
are then passed to the Chief Election Officer. draw, and thankfully, the possibility for realConfident that the information now forms part ising his call for the destruction of the ballot
of the records of GECOM, election agent Jo- boxes is fast disappearing.
seph Harmon then writes Singh officially while
Once the tabulation of the Statements of
issuing threats and dog whistles publicly.
Recounts is completed, the Mingo/Lawrence/
To complete the literally vicious circle, Singh Lowenfield declaration for District Four will
then writes the Chief Immigration Officer ask- die a natural death. The day of reckoning is fast
ing him to confirm the information of which he approaching.
is the source!
It will not end well for Claudette Singh’s
Lawyers use the term “probative value” often reputation.
to challenge the quality of legal evidence. AudiChristopher Ram via email

St James’ link to T&T’s Indian heritage
The Editor:
The commemoration last weekend of 175
years of East Indian arrival to our shores is indeed a significant milestone for Trinidad and
Tobago.
Incidental to this is the 82nd anniversary of
the inclusion of St James into the city of Portof-Spain. This historic event took place on June
1, 1938. Since then, St James has developed
from a sleepy village to a vital sub-division of
Port-of-Spain.
Originally, St James was settled by Tamil
Indians and that was recognised by naming
many of its streets after cities and regions in India. Hence we have Bombay, Calcutta, Madras,
Baroda, Bengal, Kandahar, Lucknow, Agra,
Patna, and Benares, to name some.
Moreover, the two religions associated with Indians of Trinidad, Hinduism and Islam, are very
well established there and the Hosay commemoration is a major religious and cultural event.

Furthermore, all forms of Indian cuisine,
whether in direct form or indirectly in the
manner in which food is seasoned, have become characteristic of St James households, regardless of ethnic origin, and of food vending
outlets all over the country.
Additionally, architecture in St James and
the enterprising spirit of its people reflect the
philosophy of life of the Indian immigrant.
All of those characteristics have caused St
James to be seen as the most vibrant sub-division of Port-of-Spain.
Most residents of St James are proud to be St
Jamesians, and acknowledge the contribution
of the Indian immigrant to this outstanding
community.
Indians in St James also participate in events
of other ethnic groups, thus reinforcing our national motto, “Together we aspire, together we
achieve”.
Rishi Lakhan via e-mail
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Effects of the Coronavirus on Real Estate

T

he stock market nose-dived as pandemic spread. The coronavirus is invasive,
elusive, and multiplies exponentially. It originated in Wuhan, China, and quickly
diffused across the globe. To prevent proliferation, commerce is constrained. The
virus is infectious, attacking the fragile financial markets and ultimately Real Estate.
The Bank of Canada slashed its interest rate in an effort to help support businesses
and maintain consumer confidence. With lower interest rates, more buyers are qualifying to buy and home prices will balloon. Consumers are fetching heavier financial
burdens across a wobbling economy. Buyers are purchasing at the crest, borrowing
cheap money. When interest rates surge, the scale will tilt, creating an avalanche of
financial disasters in the Real Estate industry. There is no quick cure for the coronavirus, and if it continues to spread, the world economy will collapse, triggering a global
recession.
In uncertain times, we must be certain about our financial health. Buyers should
use about fifty percent or less of their income to pay for mortgage, property taxes,
insurance and utilities. Instead of modernizing a home, focus on paying down the
mortgage and reducing debts. When interest rates go up, we can handle the financial stress. Homes with basement apartments are desirable and can protect us from
choppy waters. Many first-time buyers who depend on their RRSP as a down payment are trapped because of the depreciating value of their portfolio. They should
postpone buying until the tide changes. With less buyers, hopefully the Real Estate
inferno will cool down.
Warren Buffet, America’s business magnate, said “go against the trend.” Since
Real Estate is a hot commodity, it is time for investors to use some of the equity to buy
good stocks. When the market changes direction, investors can sell their stock portfolio and re-invest in Real Estate. It is vital not to over leverage. Many savvy investors
would use only two thirds of their line of credit for investment. The remaining one
third acts as a cushion for anything unexpected.
The new virus can affect the health and well-being of residents in apartment and
condo buildings. Managements are facing new challenges with crowded elevators
and enclosed environments. If there is an outbreak in an apartment building, would
the entire building be on lockdown? How would this play out financially? Some tenants may argue that they should not pay rent for that period because their right to
enjoyment has been taken away. Landlords can face financial fatigue in the process.
Schools and other institutions can be locked down in an effort to ease the spread, but
how can you lock down a condo or an apartment building?
Smaller investments such as two-family homes, triplexes, and multiplex with
central forced air heating and cooling systems are susceptible because the virus is
airborne. As the virus mutates and evolves, we must adapt to new measures involving designing a plan in the event there is an outbreak. The plan must address issues
such as quarantine, security, managing resources, keeping the residences informed,
and potential legal ramifications.
The coronavirus is an eye opener for investors and residents in condominiums.
Millennials are the new tsunami in Real Estate and prefer to buy detach, semi-detach
or townhomes instead of condos. There are thousands of newly-built condos, and
with an increase of supply and reduction of demands, condos will become less desirable.
Similar outbreaks such as SARS and MERS are indicators that in a fast-pace, fastmoving world where we transport people in large numbers in confined space, it is
difficult to control the spread. The sustenance of the human race is our interdependence on each other, and when there is a pandemic, it affects our lives in many ways.
In troubled times, cash is queen. Real Estate is not easy to liquidate. In a crumbling market, we can watch our entire life earnings evaporate. I cannot stress enough
the importance of self-control when investing in Real Estate. Speculators who invest
in many newly-built condos hoping to flip for a quick profit are walking on thin ice.
The baby boomers are taking notes. It is trendy to sell their homes and move
into assisted living. With the new reality, many prefer to live at home, surviving on a
reverse mortgage.
The stock market and Real Estate go hand-in-hand. With the collapse of the stock
market, many investors are forced to hang on to their portfolios and postpone buying Real Estate. With less buyers, the market can change direction. To prevent the
spread of the virus, many factories and businesses closed their doors, and in turn,
many families are out of work. Many are walking on a razor-sharp budget and with a
heavier financial burden, will bleed to bankruptcy.
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Shared governance no cure for Guyana’s ills
Trust, practical implementation stand in way of parties cooperating

T

he results of Guyana’s March 2 elections are yet to be declared, but the concept of shared or multi-party governance is one again making headlines.
This concept is generally directly linked to the desire of the losing party in the country’s general elections to share power with the
winning party, and not so much about the winning party wanting
to share power with the losing party – although in recent times the
incumbent APNU+AFC party has touted the subject to “legitimise” its status with the people as a democratic party.
Moreover, given Guyana’s deeply divided racial composition and the close outcome of election results, shared governance appears to make
Dwarka
sense on the surface, but is near impossible to
Lakhan
implement from a practical standpoint.
Neither of the major parties, APNU-AFC
nor the PPP/C, trusts each other, and it is hardly
likely that the winning party will willingly share
power without onerous conditions that are unacceptable to the
losing party.
Recently, caretaker President David Granger alluded to
shared governance, saying: “By formula ...people who win 51
percent of the vote must not behave as if they won 100 percent
of the vote and people who only got 49 per cent of the vote must
not be treated as if they got no percent of the votes, and I live by
that. I would like to see an inclusionary form of government.”
While Granger’s comments appear honourable, nowhere in
the world has the winner of a majority of the votes willingly
agreed to share power. It’s a fatalistic dream. And it is doubtful that Granger will live by his words to implement such strategy that will make power sharing comfortable for all involved,
should APNU+AFC win the elections.
Arguably, shared governance is expected to satisfy the two
major ethnic groups that their interests are being looked after
by a multi-racial government. Incidentally, talks of shared governance are not new.
Ever since the PPP’s futile call during the 1970s for a National
Front government, shared governance was seen as a potentially
viable option. But all discussions on the subject have been ventures in futility.
But historical experience suggests that power, rather than
multi-racial governance, matters most to the country’s political
parties.
Arguably, a multi-racial, shared governance structure will
generally be perceived to be representing the interests of a broad
cross-section of the population, and particularly the two largest
ethnic groups, East Indians and Blacks.
Although there has never been a pure single-race party in
power, the composition of governments has always comprised
of one of the two dominant ethnic groups – which have effectively controlled power – with a smattering of racial crossovers,
or so-called “window-dressings” providing the impression of a
multi-racial front.
To put this in perspective, the PPP has a largely East Indian
support base, whereas the PNC, renamed APNU to suggest a
multi-racial party, has a Black support base. The underlying reason for resorting to a multi-racial party is primarily to attract
sufficient votes to secure power – and nothing else.
However, the truth is that a multi-racial government, whose
composition leverages “race” as its underlying modus operandi
does not necessarily have a better chance of ensuring economic
prosperity than a single-race party.
At the most, a multi-racial, shared government facilitates
the appearance of greater political inclusiveness which does not
necessarily contribute to better governance. And political inclusiveness is directly correlated to the quest for power.
In the struggle for political power, the underlying causes of the
economic and social malaise which are typically attributed to the
ruling government are quite often overlooked and the focus usually shifts to “race”. However, in as much as the quest for power
is driven by racial motivations, it is naïve to assume that a multi-

racial solution to governing the country will invoke prosperity.
That’s because the underlying problems in Guyana are not
based only on racial orientations, but are more or less due to
economic mismanagement, corruption, nepotism, weaknesses
in the administrative and governance structures, poor strategic
planning, a shortage of capital to finance development, and the
lack of transparency in the decision-making process.
Together, these problems have inhibited progress, regardless of the government in power. As a result, governments have
come in and out of favour, depending on economic conditions, which are inextricably linked
to the state of moral, social, and economic wellbeing of the population at large.
When economic conditions are good, the
population does not have much to complain
about, and consequently, racial tensions lessen.
However, when economic conditions are less
than favourable, racial tensions become more pronounced, and
the racial hand is dealt to the detriment of the party in power
– whether or not the party promotes a multi-racial front. The
current APNU administration is a case in point. It has lost favor
with the masses in spite of its supposed multi-racial orientation.
In similar vein, when economic conditions, and consequently social conditions are poor, racial tensions escalate. The dislike
that develops for any government in power is not necessarily
due to the racial composition of the ruling party, but more so
because of the deterioration of economic and social conditions,
which can be attributed to the performance of the government.
This is not to say that racial tensions are only linked to poor
economic and social conditions, but they have also been the fuel
for power seekers. For instance, racial tensions have typically
heightened both pre-and post-elections as political parties try
to get a hold on power.
In addition, parties in opposition tend to criticise or oppose
the decisions – both good and bad – of the governing party, just
for the sake of opposing, which is generally linked to the attainment of power, which in turn is driven by racial motivations.
But that will unlikely be the case in a well-functioning shared
governance structure.
The reality is that whatever party is in power, shared governance or not, is perceived to be resorting to decisions that
are beneficial to its own interests and supporters. Therefore, a
multi-racial party is not a panacea for resolving underlying economic issues, though it might lessen political tensions.
Regardless of which party is in power – whether or not elected on a multi-racial agenda or part of a multi-party platform
– the racial hand will be dealt to the detriment of supporters of
weaker party forming a shared governance structure.
This puts any party that will rule Guyana following the result
of the general elections in a difficult position, since it will have to
deal with the task of putting the country on a path to sustainable
development – a reality that has more teeth than a paper tiger.
Failure to do so will only result in the cyclical pattern of censure,
and consequently, dissatisfaction among the population.
The ruling party must have the resources and the wherewithal to deal with the underperformance of the key productive sectors; the huge debt burden; poverty alleviation; entrenched corruption; the burgeoning drug trade; escalating crime; poverty
alleviation; weak capital formation; and attracting viable foreign
investment, among other issues.
There are numerous examples in Guyana where racial alignment to one of the two major political parties, combined with the
desire for power, have led to poor economic decisions that have
been detrimental to the country as a whole, or to a particular race.
It is, therefore, unwise to assume that a multi-racial government or shared governance will be the panacea for the ills of
Guyana.
Trust, and the ability for the parties in a shared governance
structure to be able to reach appropriate terms of engagement,
will be of utmost importance.

Mingo still counts among the employed after GECOM relocation
Georgetown – Returning Officer for Region Four, Clairmont
Mingo, remains employed with GECOM, it was revealed last
week. He is at the centre of what has been reported as the manipulation of votes in Region Four in favour of the governing
APNU+AFC coalition.
According to GECOM Public Relations Officer, Yolanda
Ward, Mingo was recently relocated to fill the position as the
registration officer at one of GECOM’s Region Five offices. Ward
could not say whether GECOM plans to request explanations
from Mingo regarding his questionable declarations of election
results dated March 5 and March 13.
Chief Justice Roxanne George-Wiltshire has since pronounced Mingo’s March 5 declaration to be unlawful. According
to her ruling, Mingo did not follow Section 84 of the Represen-
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tation of the People Act. The Act outlines a process whereby the
tabulation of the votes is done in the oversight of persons mandated to be present. Chief Justice George-Wiltshire also issued
an order for Mingo to return to the legally prescribed procedure
for tabulating the votes.
Mingo’s second declaration has since been described by multiple stakeholders to be “vote rigging”. His declaration remains
in abeyance, with the caretaker coalition arguing it should be
used to declare APNU+AFC the election’s winners.
So far, reports have been published revealing Mingo’s vote
manipulation impacted 25 ballot boxes at polling stations on the
East Bank of Demerara. The manipulation occurred during the
tabulation process, when the numbers reflected on the original
SOPs were not called out as required.

Joseph Harmon

David Granger

PSC seeks Granger’s
word on acceptance
of final vote count
Georgetown – The Private Sector Commission has
called on caretaker president David Granger to state unequivocally that he will accept the recount of the ballots
currently underway as the only basis for a final result
from the March 2 general elections.
“The PSC believes that it is incumbent upon Granger
to exercise his authority as Head of State and Leader of
the governing party, to state, clearly and unequivocally,
whether he and his party will accept the recount of the
ballots currently being conducted by GECOM as the only
legitimate evidence for concluding the final and unqualified results of the General and Regional Elections,” it said
in a press release last Thursday.
The call to Granger came after what it said was a troubling statement by APNU+AFC official Joseph Harmon
that the report incorporating the controversial District
Four tabulation by Returning Officer Clairmont Mingo
should be accepted for declaring the result.
The PSC noted that on May 18, 2020, it congratulated
Granger, speaking at his Press Conference on May 17, 2020,
as the Electoral Presidential Candidate of APNU+AFC,
for recognising that the recount of the general and regional elections “is necessary to determine the credible final
results of the March 2 elections”. Further, Granger had
pledged then that his government will abide by the final
declaration of the Chairman of GECOM.
“We noted, however, in our statement and expressed
our concern over the fact that Mr. Granger is yet to make
clear whether he rejects, as unacceptable, the Report by
the Chief Election Officer, Keith Lowenfield, submitted to
the Chairman of GECOM, of the declarations made by the
ten Districts Officers, including the declaration made by
Clairmont Mingo, which is still held in abeyance by the
Gazetted Order for National Recount,” it said.
Additionally, “The PSC is deeply concerned, therefore, at the most recent statements of APNU+AFC Campaign Manager, Joseph Harmon, in which he claims that
the Report by Lowenfield to the Chairman of GECOM,
which records that the Coalition has won the Elections,
should be accepted for declaring the results of the Elections.”
Also, “The PSC must point out that these statements
by Harmon, who must come under the authority and direction of Granger, are in direct conflict with, and contradict the public commitments made by Mr. Grange,
“that any declaration coming from the Chairman of GECOM will be accepted by the Government of Guyana”,
it added.
The PSC then called for Granger to clarify the matter.
State of the Art
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Allowing ExxonMobil lobbyist to revise Guyana’s oil laws a recipe for failure: Dr Mangal
By Kiana Wilburg (Kaieteur News)
Department of Energy, which was to be a home for those qualiGuyana’s oil laws and regulations need to be revised with a fied oil and gas professionals who would be hired. “But sadly, the
great degree of urgency as they are more than 30 years old.
new department did not follow the plan, which I drafted with
But hiring a registered ExxonMobil lobbyist for this critical the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). It is headed by
task is certainly not the way to go says forsomeone (Dr. Mark Bynoe) who has no oil
mer Presidential Advisor, Dr. Jan Mangal. In
and gas experience, and they have not hired
fact, the international consultant told Kaieteur
(the full complement of) oil and gas profesNews that it is a sure recipe for failure
sionals with the required experience,” Dr.
Dr. Mangal’s comments come on the heels
Mangal noted.
of a recent exposé the newspaper published,
Further to this, the former Presidential Adwhich showed that American law firm,
visor cautioned that Guyana cannot succeed
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP, shares a very
as a country without the right people on its
close relationship with ExxonMobil.
side. Considering the fact that the Energy DeKaieteur News reported its investigation
partment has hired an ExxonMobil lobbyist
found that on 19th July, 2016, the law firm had
to revise Guyana’s laws, Dr. Mangal said it is
filed a lobbying registration form to represent
clear the Coalition government does not want
Exxon Mobil Corporation. The specific issues
to hire the right people. He said, “They are letthey would lobby for in ExxonMobil’s interting the very companies we need to regulate
est included Clean Air Act Regulatory Issues,
dictate the country’s business. This is a recipe
Dr. Jan Mangal
Clean Water Act, Regulatory Issues, Early Acfor failure. And as you can see, we are failing.”
tion Compact Legislation, Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Dr. Mangal argued that Guyana is actually becoming the next
Standard Deadline Harmonization Act, Clean Air Implementa- failed oil state while noting that this is exactly what the oil comtion Act of 2015, and the Ozone Standards Implementation Act panies like, a weak country, preferably with an illegitimate govof 2016.
ernment. He opined too that they want a country, which does
The lawyer who is listed on the document to represent the not regulate the companies, but gives the companies a free reign.
client is Charles H. Knauss. He is a partner at the firm. (See Link
Dr. Mangal said that Guyana’s leaders already gave away US$55
for registration form: https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ billion of the people’s wealth with the lopsided Stabroek Block
ldxmlrelease/2016/RR/300814978.xml).
Production Sharing Agreement (PSA) and by allowing an ExxAsked to comment on this, Dr. Mangal stated that Guyana can- onMobil lobbyist to take charge of Guyana’s legislative and regulanot succeed with oil or any natural resource if it does not manage tory framework, he opined that more value will be given away.
and regulate the industry with the country’s interests as the priority.
The 40-year relationship between ExxonMobil and the AmerThe former Presidential Advisor said, “It was clear to me in ican law firm was first raised by British news agency, The Guard2017/2018 that the Ministry of Natural Resources was not man- ian and subsequently picked up by a German Non-Governmenaging our new oil sector in a way that would result in success for tal Organization (NGO) called Urgewald. The NGO questioned
Guyana. They did not hire any permanent oil and gas profes- how Guyana’s authorities, with a straight face, could allow an
sionals with the decades of appropriate experience.”
ExxonMobil affiliate to write the nation’s laws when those very
Dr. Mangal said that Guyana needed at least a dozen highly laws would be used to regulate Exxon and many of its subconqualified and ethical professionals who would have the country’s tractors. Urgewald also questioned the World Bank’s role in the
interest at heart, and not the interests of the oil companies. He matter. The World Bank has given Guyana a US$20M loan of
noted however that the Ministry of Natural Resources ensured which US$1.2M is being used to pay Hunton, Andrews, Kurth
Guyana had no one capable of helping the country.
to rewrite the nation’s laws.
As a result, Dr. Mangal said he advocated for a new entity, the
Urgewald said that an investigation is needed forthwith as
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the use of an ExxonMobil sub-contractor to write laws for the
country is an affront to genuine efforts to bring rigid governance
frameworks into being.
Despite being told of the foregoing, Guyana’s authorities have
failed to drop all ties with the Virginia-based law firm and return
to the drawing board.

Border controversy with Venezuela

ICJ hearings to start June 30
Georgetown – The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has
announced that public hearings on whether it has the jurisdiction to adjudicate Guyana’s border controversy with Venezuela is
to begin on June 30, at the Peace Palace in The Hague.
In a press statement issued on Friday, the ICJ, also known as
the World Court, said in view of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the hearings will take place in the Great Hall of Justice
using videoconference technology and with the physical presence of some of Members of the Court. Members of the media
and the public will be able to follow the oral proceedings on internet through a live webstream.
It added that the programme of the hearings will be announced at a later stage.
A previous hearing planned for March 23 was deferred due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
The ICJ will determine whether the Court has jurisdiction
over the case filed by Guyana on March 29, 2018 to obtain from
the Court a final and binding judgment that the 1899 Arbitral
Award, which established the location of the land boundary between then-British Guiana and Venezuela, remains valid and
binding, and that Guyana’s Essequibo region belongs to Guyana,
and not Venezuela.
Guyana brought its case to the Court following the decision by the Secretary-General of the United Nations Antonio
Guterres, in January 2018, that the controversy between Guyana
and Venezuela should be decided by the World Court. In taking the decision, the Secretary-General was exercising the power
vested in him in the 1966 Geneva Agreement between Guyana,
Venezuela and the United Kingdom to decide how the controversy should be settled.
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Historical evidence shows recurring ‘genetic’ affinity for rigging of elections
From Page 1
practices (1980, 1987); the Lord Avebury report (1980); the joint report of the British Parliamentary Human Rights Group; Americas
Watch (1985); numerous newspaper articles,
and two Granada TV documentaries, ‘Trail of
the Vanishing Voters’' and ‘'The Making of a
Prime Minister’ (1969).”
This is the case with the attempted rigging
of the 2020 elections. Only once did the PNC
win an election fairly. That was in 2015 when it
joined forces with the AFC and several smaller
political parties in a coalition of convenience to
form the APNU+AFC.
Had the APNU not thrown the AFC under
the bus, and had the AFC genuinely championed the cause of the 11 percent Indians they
brought into the coalition, the APNU+AFC
could have likely won the 2020 elections with
what Rory Fraser and Timothy Laing referred
to as “floating voters” (the so-called third force)
(Stabroek News, May 16, 2020). Both scholars
have argued that the 2015 and 2020 elections
demonstrated a swing from APNU+AFC to
PPP/C in ‘mixed polling stations’.
Second, the PPP won all its fair and free national elections with a continuously declining
ethnic Indian support base. It is likely that the
“floating voters” opted to support the opposition in 2020.
Third, all PPP terms in office were either
shorter than, or confirmed to the stipulated

General elections in Guyana, 1964-2020
Year

PPP

PNC

1961
1964
1968
1973
1980
1985
1992
1997
2001
2006
2011
2015
2020

Won (42.63)
Won (45.84)
Lost (36.49)
Lost (26.56)
Lost (19.46)
Lost (15.77)
Won (53.45)
Won (55.26)
Won (52.96)
Won (54.67)
Won (48.60)
Lost (49.19)
Won (-)

Lost (40.99)
Lost (40.52)
Won (55.81)
Won (70.10)
Won (77.66)
Won (78.54)
Lost (42.31)
Lost (40.55)
Lost (41.83)
Lost (34.07)
Lost (40.81)
Won (50.30)
Lost (-)

five years duration according to the Constitution, while some PNC terms were longer than
the stipulated duration. The massively rigged
elections, with a well-oiled PNC machinery in
control of the state and its coercive arms, occurred most glaringly when the PNC allocated
itself a “win” of over 70 percent in the elections
of 1973, 1980, and 1985.
Not shown in the table is the fact that elections which the PNC lost often saw violence
perpetuated against perceived PPP supporters

Indian
% of pop.
48.65
50.17
50.39

African
% of pop.
32.03
31.32
31.09

51.93

30.82

48.63 (1991)

32.26 (1991)

43.43 (2012)

30.23 (2002)

39.83 (2012)

29.25 (2012)

and destruction of private property. Additionally, these figures do not include the 1978 referendum which was designed “to end all referendums” and strengthen the PNC’s paramountcy
over State institutions and the government.
However, regarding the 1978 referendum,
held despite a total boycott by all opposition
forces, even though 14 percent of the electorate turned out, the PNC declared that 71.45
percent of the electorate voted, claiming a 97.7
percent support for the PNC referendum.

GECOM must probe fraud - APNU+AFC
to get the death certificates. We have been doGeorgetown – The APNU+AFC coaliing that.”
tion does not plan to prove a majority of
APNU+AFC has said dead voters total 40,
its claims regarding allegations of voter irabout two percent of its claims of irregularities.
regularities. APNU+AFC is alleging fraud
Norton also spoke on
in what it claims was the casting
APNU+AFC’s ongoing work to
of votes by voters who were not
present in the jurisdiction on
prove votes were cast for persons
out of the jurisdiction on elecelections day. The expectation is
tion day.
that GECOM performs these inSaid Norton, “We are also
vestigations.
According to figures provided
working on the list of persons
by APNU+AFC, this particular
who were on election day outside
grouping of ‘foreign voters’ acthe jurisdiction.”
counts for 1,261 (or 65 percent)
Questioned on the evidence
of its 1,937 claims of irregulariproving the claims of electoral
ties.
fraud by absent voters, he said:
Last week, PNCR Executive,
“There are cases where our field
Aubrey Norton said the party exworkers… got names of people
pects GECOM to investigate to
who migrated. As I understand
Aubrey Norton
determine whether their claims
it, we can, once we say these
are the factors, we can write the
are factual.
Elections Commission CEO and ask them to
Prior to Norton’s statement, APNU+AFC
use their authority to access the database to be
had said it would provide evidence, which it
was already passing on to GECOM. Howevable to confirm or deny.”
Norton did not agree that such a list would
er, when asked by reporters last week about
how much evidence had been provided by
not actually be evidence, but rather, a claim for
GECOM to probe.
APNU+AFC to GECOM, Norton evaded
the question.
Said Norton: “[We] are supplying what we
call evidence. The only persons that can say it is
Instead, he spoke to the presentation of
death certificates, saying, “Well, to provide
evidence, and not hearsay, are those in charge
of the [immigration] database.”
the evidence, you would recognise, you have
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During that same year, the Minister of Home
Affairs, Vibert Mingo, acting upon instructions
from Prime Minister Forbes Burnham, refused
to meet with representatives of the opposition
forces.
The opposition forces were calling for electoral reforms, including a non-involvement of
the paramilitary forces in the electoral process,
and counting of the votes at the place of poll.
Interestingly, while the figure for the referendum was given by the PNC government at
609,522, government figure for the total population in 1975 was 780,000.
This historical evidence lends credence to
the Guyanese cliché that, “Rigging elections is
in the PNC’s DNA”. If Justice Claudette Singh
and the PNC-appointed GECOM commissioners sanction a coalition “win” of the 2020
election based on fabricated anomalies (which,
incidentally, can be tested at an election petition after the results are declared), the coalition
would have successfully moved closer towards
co-opting the Churchillian truism that “history
is written by the victors”.
Our hope at preserving our fragile democracy and arresting the slide towards ethnic domination lies with a consistent effort at exposing
the fraud, pursuing political sanctions against
ruling coalition leaders, and encouraging the
former “colonisers” to intervene to foster a brokered solution – one consistent with the election results.

“Flaring of nine billion cubic feet of
natural gas is more Co2 emissions
than what the whole of Guyana
would have used in three months –
the entire country.”
CIEL President Carroll Muffett

ExxonMobil gas
flaring heats up
Georgetown – The Center for Internaduring production start-up last December
tional Environmental Law last week called
saw the flaring of over two billion cubic feet
on ExxonMobil to heed environmental polof natural gas. However, ExxonMobil had
lution warnings and immediately stop flargiven the EPA the assurance it would have
ing gas in Guyana.
started transitioning to gas for well injection
According to CIEL, Guyana
purposes from last week.
should press for a pausing of
Late last month, EPA diworks offshore so ExxonMobil
rector, Dr Vincent Adams
can answer “fundamental quesrevealed the quantity of natutions about its commitment to
ral gas flared up to the day he
the environment”, while assessing
checked was over nine billion
its capacity to monitor the works
cubic feet.
offshore.
Muffett said that the vol“Flaring of nine billion cubic
ume of natural gas flared puts
feet of natural gas is more Co2
Guyana among the top ten
emissions than what the whole of
gas-flaring countries in the
Guyana would have used in three
world, while noting first oil
Dr Vincent Adams
months – the entire country,”
was produced from Guyana’s
President of CIEL, Carroll Muffett, said last
waters a mere six months ago.
week.
Last week as ExxonMobil held its annual
He added: “This speaks to the [lack of]
shareholders’ meeting, CIEL issued a press
seriousness with which this company is
release calling on the company to cease flartreating its obligations. You see, this is a
ing activities in Guyana.
company that has a record of flaring world“As ExxonMobil holds its 2020 Annual
wide, and Exxon’s explanation warrants
Meeting of Shareholders... [CIEL] calls on
some deeper enquiry. We are six months
the company to stop flarinwg gas offshore
into production, and you hear that a piece
in Guyana, the site of its biggest oil develof equipment that should have been in place
opment outside the US Permian Basin. The
before testing malfunctioned? What if this
flaring, which far exceeds levels authorised
was a leak? What is Guyana’s capacity to
by the Guyanese government, releases
monitor what is happening? Fundamental
greenhouse gases and toxins, threatening
questions need to be asked.”
the global climate, the local environment,
According to reports, glitches occurring
and public health,” the statement said.
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US State Dept troubled over T&T’s ties with Venezuela
From Page 1
among countries in the Western Hemisphere, and provides for
mutual assistance against acts of aggression.
In September 2019, the treaty’s signatories met to discuss
and vote on whether to employ the regional treaty to impose
sanctions on Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Convened
by the OAS, 16 of the 19 signatories agreed to abide by the
treaty, and supported using
the agreement to collaborate
on law enforcement operations and economic sanctions
against Maduro and his associates.
While Trinidad and Tobago
abstained from voting at that
meeting, it remains bound by
the agreement.
The situation between the
US and Trinidad and Tobago
came about following a visit
to Port-of-Spain by Venezuela
Vice-President Delcy RodriDelcy Rodriguez
guez on March 27.
The US has placed sanctions on Rodriguez, as well as on the
aircraft she used to fly to Port-of-Spain.
According to a statement made this week by the US State Department, and reported by the media, the US position is Trinidad and Tobago flouted the treaty and its amendments by allowing Rodriguez to land in the country.
“If Trinidad and Tobago does not want to abide by treaty
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terms, maybe it should withdraw,” the US State Department said.
What this means for the Trinidad and Tobago government is
the earlier position by US State Department that the Rio Treaty
was flouted is now compounded by the suggestion for withdrawal if Port-of-Spain is intent on maintaining its sovereignty on
matters involving the Maduro regime.
Both Rowley and Moses have gone on record saying Trinidad and Tobago is not bound
by the tenets of the December
2019 Rio Treaty vote.
Both leaders have also indicated that Trinidad and
Tobago will abide by the UN
General Assembly and Caricom stance that recognised
the legitimacy of the Maduro
regime.
The US State Department
said it is “concerned” Moses
would make such a statement.
“We are concerned that the
Trinbagonian Foreign MinisKeith Rowley
ter asserted that his country is
not bound by the Rio Treaty, a 73-year old pact which Trinidad
joined in 1967,” it stated.
The US State Department also made it clear that while Trinidad and Tobago abstained from the September 2019 vote, it remains bound to the agreement.
“Trinidad abstained from the vote, but as a member was nevertheless bound by the decision. Measures under Article 8 approved by 2/3 of parties are binding on all,” the US State Department said.
Article 8 of the treaty states that “for the purposes of this
treaty, the measures on which the Organ of Consultation may
agree will comprise one or more of the following: recall of chiefs
of diplomatic missions; breaking of diplomatic relations; breaking of consular relations; partial or complete interruption of economic relations or of rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, telephonic,
and radiotelephonic or radiotelegraphic communications; and
use of armed force”.
For over a month now there have been differing views on
whether Trinidad and Tobago violated the Rio Treaty.
US Ambassador Joseph Mondello and the US State Department are maintaining the treaty was violated, even as Rowley
and Moses say they remain committed to the position taken at
the UN General Assembly and Caricom levels.
However, at a post-Cabinet media briefing last week, Rowley
said he had no intention of withdrawing from the Rio Treaty.
He also replayed a video clip from October 2019, when he returned to the country from a UN General Assembly meeting,
when he stated there were some who regarded the Rio Treaty as
“outdated”.
Rowley said his government disagreed with the US interpretation of the treaty in justifying action against Venezuela.
“If we’re not accepting (Juan) Guaidó as the president of Venezuela, it follows that we can’t accept Guaidó’s appointees at the
OAS, or anywhere else for that matter,” Rowley said.

Leslie James and Claudette Singh

Voters stunned at
fraud accusations
From Page 1
2, 2020.”
Amos Bhola, yet another accused voter, is also from Pomeroon-Supenaam. He insisted he was alive, healthy, and in possession of his faculties on March 2, when he personally cast his vote
at the very same Polling Station as Bacchus.
As did Bacchus, he too vouched for his physical presence in
the country, and his presence of mind, saying he dutifully performed his civic duty on elections day by casting his vote: “My
name is Amos Bhola, living at Bounty Hall, Essequibo Coast,
and I voted March 2, 2020,” he noted for the record.
Both men were on the list provided to GECOM by
APNU+AFC of persons they claimed to be migrant voters.
In a widely criticised move, GECOM Chair, Retired Justice
Claudette Singh had written to Police Commissioner and Chief
Immigration Officer, Leslie James, to have him verify whether
persons the APNU+AFC list were out of the country.
Of the list of reportedly 207 names, James subsequently informed Singh that 172 persons were out of the jurisdiction at
the time of the elections. However, there was no evidence that
ballots were issued for these individuals.
There have been other moments of comedy with a few glaring
errors on the list. In one episode, APNU+AFC had previously
claimed an absent woman had voted the Essequibo Coast. However, further checks revealed a ballot was not issued on election
day.
The PPP/Civic has been reported saying it believes the
APNU+AFC is concocting the allegations of electoral irregularities, given the astonishment coming from some of the accused
persons.
“One would recall a couple in Berbice who are in Guyana, and
voted for APNU+AFC, but [it] claimed that those persons were
overseas on Elections Day,” the party said.
The APNU+AFC’s accusations of electoral irregularities even
astonished two supporters in their own ranks, Shirley and Aubrey Nicholson of Kortberaadt Village, East Bank Berbice. The
women are from Region Six (East Berbice-Corentyne), and were
both perplexed and not thrilled after the coalition claimed they
were absent from Guyana on March 2, and consequently, the
votes cast in their names should be invalidated.
However, the couple presented passports as evidence showing they were firmly grounded in Guyana on March 2. Also,
quite ironically, APNU+AFC requesting the votes cast by both
women be invalidated would have impacted on its own tally. As
it turned out, the women has cast their votes for APNU+AFC
at Friends Primary School at Sisters Village, East Bank Berbice.
On Monday GECOM’s PRO, Yolanda Ward, confirmed no
checks were made to ascertain whether ballots were issued for
the names of persons APNU+AFC claimed were absent from
Guyana on March 2.
Ward said the ballot boxes, along with the corresponding List
of Electors that would document whether ballots were issued
had been resealed in the containers at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre, and that the checks had not been made.
She also revealed the GECOM Head had written to the Police
Commissioner Leslie following APNU/AFC’s request to check
on the 207 names on its list. A response was received a week
later indicating 172 of those names had returned to Guyana by
March 2.
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catﬁsh, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catﬁsh, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Reﬁnancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Ancestral Footprints: East Indians in the Caribbean

New arrivals change Caribbean history once again
By Dhanpaul Narine
f you took a plane from JFK Airport to Calcutta the chances are you will be tired by the time
you get there. On May 5, 1838, the history of the Caribbean changed dramatically as 396 East
Indians landed on the shores of British Guiana. This was no joyride, and there was no time
for niceties. The journey from Calcutta to British Guiana was fraught with hardships, and like
the slave ships of an earlier era, there were deaths on the way. The two ships that landed in British
Guiana were the Whitby and the Hesperus. Their cargo was to usher in a new form of slavery that
changed the complexion of the colony.
Why were East Indians brought to British Guiana? The answer is not complicated.
Slavery was abolished in 1834 by an Act in the British Parliament. This meant that
Blacks were free to work wherever they wanted. There were those in the colonies
that still believed in the supremacy of sugar. Sugar had to be enthroned
again, and it had to be done with new labour. Indentureship was the
revival, or the second coming of the sugar industry in the Caribbean.
The task was to find a suitable labour supply that would fill the shoes
of the slaves, but without the severity of the conditions of the plantations. India was already sending workers to Mauritius and the
system appeared to be working. A similar policy could perhaps
be employed for British Guiana.
It was left to John Gladstone to articulate this policy. He
was the owner of Plantation Vreed-en-Hoop. In 1836, while
recuperating from an injury, he sent off a letter to the British East India Company. Gladstone requested that consideration be given to sending indentured labourers to
Demerara, in British Guiana. His request was approved,
and the floodgates were opened for East Indians to be
transported to the Caribbean.
What was the journey like? According to many
accounts, the journey from India to the colonies was
long, harsh, and brutal. Dr Leila Sarup points out that
in the first four years of indentureship to Mauritius,
people in Calcutta and London had begun to criticise
the East India Company “for the callous way the
emigrants were treated on the board ships and in the
Mauritius”. In an effort to deaden the senses, a plentiful supply of opium was on board.
During the years 1838 to 1917 our ancestral footprints have been imprinted in many countries. The records show that Indians went to British Guiana in 1838,
and they were in other countries as follows: Trinidad
(1845), Martinique (1853), French Guiana (1854), Guadeloupe (1854), Grenada (1857), Belize (1859), St Lucia
(1859), St Vincent (1861), St Croix (1863), and Suriname
(1873).
The statistics show that British Guiana had the biggest
number of emigrants. During the period (1838-1917) British
Guiana received 238,909 Indians. The other countries received as
follows: Trinidad 143,939; Jamaica 37,027; St Vincent 2,472; Grenada
3,200; Belize 3,000; St Lucia 4,354; Suriname 34,304; St Croix 3221;
Martinique 25,509; Guadeloupe 42,326, and French Guiana 8,500.
What were the terms and conditions of settlement? The period of service
was for five years for male emigrants, and three years for females. The work that had to
be done was in “connection with the cultivation of the soil or the manufacture of the produce in
any plantation”. The labourers were required to work everyday, except Sundays and authorised
holidays, while the allotted time was nine hours per day “inclusive of half an hour for rest and refreshment”. The payment given was hardly in keeping with the prevailing rate. They were paid one
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Research Materials

A

t the 1988 York University Conference presented by the Ontario Society for Studies
in Indo Caribbean Culture, I took a number
of photographs relating to that 150th anniversary celebration of the Arrival on Indians in the
Caribbean.
They are photographs of the conference at York
University with Dr Cheddi Jagan as the Keynote
Speaker and of the Downtown Toronto conference with Mr Basdeo Panday as the Main
Speaker.
I am also in possession of about 30 audio recordings of all the conference presentations.
Interested individuals and researchers wishing
to access any of these materials may contact me
directly for copies.
My email address is: va7vrc@telus.net.
Vince Ramcharan, BC, Canada
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shilling and a half penny “that was equivalent to twelve annas and six pie for each days work”.
One of the conditions of indentureship was repatriation. This means that the figures cited
would have been decreased by about 25 percent as a result of Indians returning to India after their
period of indentureship. Once they arrived, labourers were deployed to various plantations, and
they included Wakenaam, Albion, Schoonard, Vergenoegen, Leonora, and others.
The regimented lifestyle and the cruelty of the planters led to strikes, revolts, riots, and rebellions, and they were put down with brutal efficiency. In fact, conditions on the estates were so
poor that Commissions of Enquiry were set up to find out how the quality of
living could be improved. The De Voeux Commission found that more
could be done.
By 1900, it was clear to some advocates that indentureship
had to go. There were calls in India as well for the system
to be abolished, and Mahatma Gandhi was among them.
The system officially came to an end in 1917. The end of
indentureship saw a highly-stratified society in British
Guiana. Over 50,000 Indians had taken up the offer of
the planters and had returned to India. But those that
stayed had to compete in a society in which the odds
were stacked against them.
It was found that while they owned small plots
of land, Indians could not move up in the society
for a number of reasons. They were not Christians,
and as a result could not hold jobs in the government sector. In addition, in the 1920’s Indians
had little access to education, and their daughters were married at an early age. There were
not many schools that were established to teach
Indian children. Indians lived in the estates and
were not exposed to an urban lifestyle and the
ideas of change that this may have brought about.
Blacks, on the other hand, had a head start in
the economy. They were Christians, had worked
as security personnel on the plantations, and held
jobs in the civil service. Their levels of educational
attainment were much higher than Indians. In the
two decades after indentureship, the economic and
social status of Indians was in a state of limbo. But
perhaps the greatest setback was how East Indians
perceived themselves.
In the 1930’s, the Moyne Commission visited British
Guiana and concluded that East Indians did not regard
themselves as full-fledged citizens of Guyana. They hoped
that one day they would be repatriated to India. It wasn’t until
the forties that East Indians began to realise that education and
property ownership were avenues to social mobility. In 1947, Indians, Blacks and other groups began to agitate for political change.
A combination of education and creolisation led the way for greater
involvement.
The formation of political parties and the emergence of Latchmansingh,
Cheddi Jagan, and others, set the stage for change. The ensuing years would see
East Indians becoming part a tumultuous struggle in Guyana. This would include access
to political power, the prevalence of racial politics, and disturbances, and a psychological assault
that would last for years. But throughout they have remained resilient, and are making an invaluable contribution to the uplift of the Caribbean.
Dhanpaul Narine is a graduate of the University of Guyana. He holds a PhD in Public Policy from
the London School of Economics.

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year
old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting
list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant
of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence
of a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a
position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783- 0459.
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For the world, all roads lead to India
“The vast extent of Indian cultural influences, from Central
Asia in the north to tropical Indonesia in the south and from
the borderlands of Persia to China and Japan has shown
India was a radiating centre of a civilisation which by its
religious thought, its art and literature, was destined to leave
its deep mark on the races wholly diverse and scattered of
the greater part of Asia.”
Sir Marc Aurel Stein (1862-1943)

“Seldom has the world seen such a protracted and pervasive
cultural diffusion. It stands a monument to the vitality and
magnetism of Indian civilisation.”
Sir John Marshall

Yavakoti (Java) is mentioned in the epic Ramayana where Lord
Rama sent his men in search of Sita, his abducted wife.
Although the first large Indonesian Hindu kingdom — the
kingdom of Shrivijaya came into being during the sixth century
under the great Cholas of southern India, it was Java where the
glory of Indian handiwork had its greatest manifestation. Indian
merchants, sailors, and priests settled by the thousands upon
hundreds of islands in the archipelago colonising without an
army or forced religious conversion. Indian genetic contribution
also played a pivotal role in the peopling of these 7,000 islands.
President Sukarno of Indonesia commented on this fact:

Ode to India
It must be noted that before India was plundered and occupied by external forces, it had developed a city state much
By Harry Persaud
older and more philosophically sophisticated than Egypt and
Mesopotamia, and structurally larger than both together. The
Historical Background
Indus Valley Civilisation goes back to at least 6,000 years BPE,
ndia must not be underestimated as a world class civilisahaving a complex social order with an equally complex system
“In the veins of everyone of my people flows the blood of
tion in the 21st century, the so-called century of Asia.
of production, storage, and redistribution of supplies to its
Indian ancestors and the culture that we possess is steeped
Members of South Asian heritage from diverse geographies citizens. Also, drainage and irrigation systems for agriculture
through and through with Indian influence. 2,000 years ago
must re-examine their magnificent past and share their cultural purposes, public parks, and communal baths for recreation,
people from your country came to Java and Sumatra in the
experiences with the rest of humanity. They must expel old
four storied houses with toilets, and intake of water from the
spirit of brotherly love... they gave the initiative to found
and obstinate prejudices which continue to debilitate their role
Indus river were in full use. Homes were built of baked bricks
powerful kingdoms such as those of Sri Vijaya, Mataram
of leadership in the world community. Will Durant, the 18th
that were arranged along streets similar to modern cities. Huge
and Majapahit, we fashioned a culture that even today is
century historian, rightly said that in Asia all roads lead from
granaries and shipping docks were constructed to store crops
largely identical with your own.”
India, to which could be added, for the world all roads lead to
for local consumption and for shipping abroad. Cotton fabrics
India.
produced in the Indus Valley were shipped to Egypt to be used
Further East, Cambodia (named after the holy city Cambojh
India’s short stint with British Colonialism, though excesfor the wrapping of mummified bodies of the Pharaohs.
in northern India) is another prime example of cultural diffusively denigrating and acutely cruel to Indians, could not
Before the entrance of foreign occupiers, India had gone
sion. No forced conversion or conquest, but an acceptance of
destroy the wholeness of their identity. Peaceful co-existence,
through 2,000 years of Dravidian genius in the north west,
the ancient philosophies and values of India amalgamated with
respect for all belief systems, the laws of Karma, and the sacred- the birthplace of mathematical equations, the application of
native traditions. Along with Borobudur in Indonesia, the reclinness of all life forms are some of the fundamental principles
zero, an attempt to understand infinity, the development of the
ing Buddha of Burma, and the monumental works of art and
that constitute Indian civilisation.
science of Yoga linking humans
sculpture at Elephanta and Elora in India, is the Hindu temple of
To be pervasive and successful
with the their Cosmic Nature.
Angkor Wat in Cambodia in terms of esthetics and beauty.
abroad, India had to be a well-deThis was followed by 1,500 years
Angkor Wat was built by King Suryavarman during the 11th
veloped, sophisticated, and mature
of Vedic classical culture in the
century in the heartland of Cambodia. Angkor is unmatched in
civilisation. As a matter of fact,
Gangetic Plains where vast works
its pristine beauty and its mystical connotation dedicated to the
India is the only archaic civilisaof literature were compiled. The
Hindu God Vishnu. This magnificent monument stands alone
tion whose history has remained
Mahabharata, the world's longest
in its serene pomp, an icon of Hindu creativity. The building
unbroken for at least 6,000 years.
epic poem (220,000 lines); the epic
was designed to represent Mt Meru, and oriented towards the
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece,
Ramayana (100,000 verses), innuwest, home of its builders in India. The entire region was so
China, and Meso-America were
merable treaties and lyrical stories
‘Indianized’ that a Portuguese traveller in Cambodia in 1586
either transformed or disconnected
of the human journey through life
thought that he was still in India. He reported after seeing
from their past. Some of those who
were composed. Out of this comAngkor that it:
entered the subcontinent either pilplex configuration of ideas and
laged and left with untold wealth,
spiritual experiences came such
“...is of such extraordinary construction that it is not possible
or stayed to form a cultural matrix Harry Persaud with monks at a Cambodian
humble and enlightened souls
to describe it with a pen, particularly since it is like no other
the world has never seen before,
as Buddha and Mahavira, both
building in the world. It has towers and decorations and all
Buddhist temple
or after.
of whom drew their time-tested
the confinements which the human genius can conceive of ”.
Even though India is geographically protected by the Himaknowledge from the depth of Upanishadic wisdom.
layan Mountains in the north, and is surrounded by the Indian
India was bursting at its seams with poetic repose and
Champa
Ocean in the east, south, and west, this triangular shaped
philosophic treaties, scientific queries, the search for selfhood,
The annals of Chinese history surprisingly did not mention
land mass, continued to attract foreigners, being allured by
and the relationship of humans with the All. It was at this high
the predominance of Indian/Hindu
treasures and trade. Scythians, Sakas, Greeks, Persians, Turks,
point of India's glory when disrupculture in Vietnam, then called
Mongolians, and the British, to name a few prominent ones,
tions by foreigners occurred comChampa, named after an ancient
exploited the resources of this opulent land, rich and hospitable mencing for the next 2,000 years.
Indian city of the same name. Vietwith its many rivers, mountains, and fertile plains. It may have
But it was also a period of advennam was ruled by two Hindu kings,
started with Alexander the Great, who occupied the Punjab in
ture and journeys abroad. Hindu/
Jayavarman and later Indravarman.
326 BCE, subsequently returning to the West with a coterie of
Buddhist ideas and social prinBefore 1471, Vietnam was a conIndian philosophers, artists, mystics, courtesans, and a variety
ciples were taken mainly eastward
federation of five principalities,
of spices, grains, and fabrics to Athens. It would seem that
by merchants, sailors, missionaries,
each named after an historic region
the taste for Indian goods and ideas historically permeated
and priests. Armed with over 3,000
in India. These are Indrapura
European societies for centuries. The hunger to reach India by
years of introspective wisdom and
(Dong Duong); Amaravati (Quang
Europeans was culminated by Christopher Columbus looking
practical knowledge, Greater India
Nam Provence), Vijaya now called
for a passage to India over 1,000 years after Alexander, when
became a reality. The proceeding
Cha Ban, Kauthara (Nhatrang),
he accidently ‘discovered’ America. To this day the misplaced
quote is justifiable in order to give a
and the city of Panduranga, now
nomenclature ‘Indians’ for natives remains unchanged.
perspective of what followed:
called Pand Rang.
Prambanan, the largest Hindu temple comThere are many ruins of
plex in Java, Indonesia (Harry Persaud photo)
Gene Pool
“The culture of India has been
Hindu temples in Vietnam, many
Genetic variation could be the result of prolonged adaptaone of the world’s most powerful civilising forces. Countries
dedicated to Shiva. We know from the innumerable artition and habitation by a specific group in a prescribed geoof the Far East including China, Korea and Japan owe what
facts, manuscript written in Pali, and literary stories, that the
graphical area. Another factor for genetic variation could be by
is best in their cultures to the inspiration of ideas, imported
dominant religion of the Champa people in Vietnam during
the influx of migratory groups from different parts of the world.
from India. The West has its debts too... but the members
the tenth century was Shivaism. The government of Vietnam
India was blessed with both of these factors. Anthropological
of that circle of civilisations beyond Burma... virtually owe
has excavated and restored many of these ancient monuments.
findings indicate that India was settled by Homo Sapiens about
their existence to the creative influence of Indian ideas... no
Although Vietnam became a Buddhist country (another Indian
75,000 years ago, resulting in the early evolution of culture in
conquest or invasion, no forced conversion imposed upon
religion), many villages to this day are still heavily influenced
a stable environment, leading to the development of one of
them, they were adopted because people saw that they were
by Hindu practices, as can be witnessed by the many Hindu
the primary civilisations of the world. Subsequent transmigragood and that they could use them.”
deities in homes in rural districts.
tion into India by outgroups added to a rich genetic profusion,
Philip S. Rowson, The Art of SE Asia
Indian genetic contributions into local populations were inwhich makes up the Indian genotype we see today.
fused with Chinese to produce a unique people in SE Asia, but
The initial blending of populations could only permeate
Harvest in the Further Fields
everywhere in that part of the world Indian cultural influences
into a healthy mix of various ethnic and racial types as is seen
One of the finest moments of greater India began when Hin- prevail over the Chinese. One of the main reasons being that
over the entirety of India. The Indian biologic traits could be
du priests and Indian Buddhist monks, along with merchants
Indian contact was commercial and peaceful, the spreading of
identifiably traced back to Proto-Australoid, Mediterranean,
and sailors, journeyed to the islands of Indonesia (islands
Hindu/Buddhist ideas and values, and not colonisation based
Caucasian, Mongoloid, and Negroid sub-groups. India, thereof India). During the first century C.E. local rulers thought
on political coercion and military occupation.
fore, represents the most complex socio-cultural and genetithat it would be advisable to let themselves be consecrated by
It is appalling that history is so inaccurate, that immaculate
cally diverse society in the world.
Brahmin priests. Thus, the ground would have been prepared
historical and creative genius is lost to antiquity. Historians,
The country is comprised of about one billion Hindus, 180
for a new centre of civilisation. It was in Indonesia that the
mainly western Europeans, are so insensitive that scant attenmillion Muslims, 35 million Sikhs, 25 million Buddhists, 30
most powerful Hindu/Buddhist dynasties arose to express the
tion is given in support of India as a World civilisation. It is
million Christians, 150,000 Jews, 100,000 Zoroastrians, 50 milflourishing art/architecture which came to be known as "Hindu
equally appalling that the government and the people of India
lion Tribal Religions, the remainder being Agnostics and AtheJavanese". Indonesia was an extension of India, and such influpay so little attention to the region east of the subcontinent,
ists, all living together on an area equal to the size of Europe
ences could still be seen in Java, Sumatra, and Bali. Indians
which proudly inherited so many profound aspects of their
excluding Russia.
must have chartered Java thousands of years ago because
civilisation.
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OHRC Chief Commissioner Mandhane appointed Superior Court Judge

T

Rights Program from 2009 to 2015. As an adjunct profesThe OHRC thanked Madam Justice Mandhane for her
he Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice
sor, she mentored students, educated judges through the
leadership and wished her success in her new role.
and Attorney General of Canada on May 22, 2020
National Judicial Institute, and made presentations at the
Justice Renu J. Mandhane received her JD from the
appointed Renu Mandhane a Judge of the Superior
United Nations. She appeared before the
University of Toronto,
Court of Justice of Ontario (Brampton)
Supreme Court of Canada in Chevron vs
articled at Torys LLP,
effective immediately.
Yaiguaje and Ezokola vs Canada.
and was admitted to
Madam Justice Mandhane was apJustice Mandhane appeared before
the Law Society of Onpointed Chief Commissioner of the
tario in 2002. She reparliamentary standing committees and
Ontario Human Rights Commission in
ceived her LL.M. from
led public inquiries into discrimination
October 2015.
New York University
in policing, education, and child welfare.
Under her leadership, the OHRC
in 2003, publishing her
Under her leadership, the OHRC obhas played a pivotal role in addressing
thesis in the Michigan
tained an order from the Human Rights
systemic discrimination against the most
Journal of Gender and
Tribunal of Ontario requiring Ontario to
marginalised and vulnerable people in
Law.
prohibit segregation for prisoners with
Ontario. She has been a strong proponent
Madam Justice
mental health disabilities.
of demographic data collection, especially
Mandhane practised
Madam Mandhane’s work has been
in relation to policing, corrections, and
criminal law with with
recognized by the International Commischild welfare.
Diane Oleskiw (now
sion of Jurists, the Office of the CorrecMadam Justice Mandhane built
Justice Oleskiw of
tional Investigator, Excellence Canada,
public confidence in Ontario’s human
the Ontario Court of
Canadian Lawyer Magazine, and Desi
rights system by enhancing the OHRC’s
Justice) from 2003 to
Magazine. In 2018, she was gifted an
governance and accountability, by forging
2008. She advocated
eagle feather in recognition of her efforts
sustainable relationships with diverse
The Honourable
Madam Justice
for the rights of womto advance Indigenous reconciliation.
stakeholders, and by meaningfully comDavid Lametti
Renu Mandhane
en as accused persons,
Justice Mandhane was born and raised
mitting to reconciliation with Indigenous
complainants in sexual assault matters, and prisoners.
in Calgary by Indian immigrant parents. She lives in Toronto
peoples. She was a particularly strong advocate for and
She led the University of Toronto’s International Human
with her husband and two children.
defender of the OHRC’s independence.

It appears chemistry was the way in Vidia’s world

N

amed after the Nobel Prize in Literature winner, V. S.
Naipaul, Vidia Surendra Roopchand is today nobly
seeking a way in the world, chasing a vaccine to save
many lives impacted by the debilitating Covid-19 pandemic.
Vidia is a Principal Research Scientist at the American
pharmaceutical firm, Pfizer. He has spent the last 27 years in its
vaccines’ division, and is on the team supporting the company’s
initiative to develop a much sought-after Covid-19 vaccine.
He hails from the island of Wakenaam, Guyana. Born on
August 1, 1967, Vidia is the eldest of three children of retired
Head Master Roopchand (Teacher Reds), and retired Head Mistress Sherine Roopchand (Teacher Sherine). His two siblings are
Ricky Roopchand, who is manager of the Hope Estate, and the
late Karishma Roopchand.
Vidia is nicknamed “Bobin”, the handle derived from the
bobbin used for winding thread on a sewing machine. Maternal
grandfather, Roshan Bacchus, was a tailor on the island.
But it was not the needle and thread that took Vidia’s interest
as a young boy. Instead, it seems what would be an incipient thread in his later career started with a tiny poke from his
parents, when he was gifted with the book, The How and Why
Wonder Book of Chemistry for his 11th birthday.
Perhaps it was a stitch in time. Vidia immediately became
excited and intrigued with his chemistry text. It prove a pageturner, the young man reading the book from cover to cover.
Among its many resonances, Vidia was enthralled by the story
of the German scientist Friedrich Wohler, whose synthesis of
urea in the late 1820’s disproved the vital force theory.
Initially, his parents and relatives were puzzled by his interest
in chemistry, but eventually clued-in that Vidia was onto something big with his fascination for, and absorption with, the text.
Uncle Ronald ‘Toe’ Rahat, an electronics and engine repairman, recognised his nephew’s unfolding potential. The young
Vidia was literally afforded a room to explore his budding
curiosity, doing so in his Uncle’s workshop, where he perused
his chemistry book.
Uncle Toe was always a step ahead, Vidia says, reading books
about computer language in the early 1970’s. It was Uncle
Toe, and his early immersion in science, that provided the
early footing for the young man to begin exploring the larger,
scientific universe. No doubt about it, the fingers also point to
Uncle Toe being among family members who were positive
interventions that eventually guided Vidia’s feet in the direction
of exploratory scientific and medical research.
Vidia’s formative years, and his formal education, began at
the Sans Souci Methodist School. After his Common Entrance
Exams in 1978, he was placed at the Anna Regina Multilateral
School, where he lived in the dormitory during his secondary
school years.
The years spent at ARMS allowed him to explore further
horizons in science and life. He generously credits all the teachers and dormitory staff at ARMS during his attendance from
1978-1984. He is grateful for the guidance and tutoring that
contributed to laying the solid foundation he now stands on.
Vidia fondly recalls Miss Cheryl Argyle, who after he told
her he wanted to be a scientist, encouraged him with sound,
foundational advice, saying, “If that is what you want to be,
then that is what you want to be; don’t be ashamed to dream.”
However, there was more to grasp than the academic at
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Vidia Surendra
Roopchand at
Pfizer.

Vidia Surendra
Roopchand
with his father,
Teacher Reds,
and his sons

ARMS. There were also lessons in life through preparation to
handle the more difficult tests in the wider world. Along with
the scientific method, chalkboards filled with chemical notations, and reams of formulae on paper, Vidia also learned about
interacting with people from different backgrounds.
During those years at ARMS, Vidia received a firm grasp on
how to look past superficial identity labeling; that to look below

Hindu American
Federation talks
about inspiring
dharmic values

the surface was to discover and appreciate people at a more
profound level for who they are as individuals. He became less
intimidated, and began welcoming challenges.
Vidia recalls riding in the Land Rover with Headmaster
Maxwell Cox, and his dorm’s brothers Winslow Craig, Andrew
December, Stephen Luke, Cromwell Sinclair, Roopram Doobay,
and Geoffrey Babb.
He credits Cox for the very strong influence he had on him
during those formative years, saying lot of his “street smarts”
came from “Coxie’s” guidance.
Vidia sums up his secondary school years as have been
instructive at many different levels. Not only did it prepare him
for further academic pursuit, at the same time it altered his outlook on life so dramatically, that he left ARMS well-prepared;
he was ready, and eager, meet the world with wide, open arms.
Among the more momentous events at ARMS, was someone
he received with arms extended and welcoming, recalling the
significant and life-changing moment when in 1982 he met
Nadia, who would become his wife. As the saying goes, the
chemistry was right between the couple.
It seems the chemistry was always right for Vidia. He left
ARMS in 1984, after writing his GCE O’Levels and CXC
examinations. His exit from ARMS saw him sharing the Best
Graduating Student prize with his Sans Souci Methodist School
classmate Fazia Glen. By then, he knew he had found the right
mix for his life ahead.
Vidia began attending the University of Guyana in September 1985, with an objective to study Applied Chemistry.
However, but upon arrival at Turkeyen, he learned Applied
Chemistry had been discontinued as a major; consequently, he
switched majors to Chemistry.
Two experiences stand out during Vidia’s years at UG, both
unrelated to the academic. First was his stint in the Guyana National Service, the strenuous activity of morning road runs, and
afternoon weight training, firming him up so he acquired the
best shape of his life. Second, he stood with his follow students
in protest following the 1989 National budget, and the university’s plans to fire striking lecturers.
With files from Romona Rahat

Suhag Shukla

Hindu American Federation invites you to join in
inspiring dialogue between its Executive Director, Suhag Shukla, and Grammy-nominated artist
Chandrika Tandon on the dharmic values that inspire them to serve. There will be a Leela Dance
Collective’s sensational kathak-tap collaboration
performance. Also to speak would be former US

Chandrika Tandon

Tulsi Gabbard

Presidential Candidate, Representative Tulsi Gabbard, about how Hinduism has shaped her career
and life of service.
Date: Friday, June 5, 2020 | Time: 7:30pm.
For more information about the event and the
speakers, go to: https://www.hinduamerican.org/
events/this-dharmic-life-first-virtual-gala.
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AUTHORS' AND WRITERS' CORNER

Scott hears his Caribbean voice in an English classroom
My
books
take a
while to
happen

‘

L
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By Romeo Kaseram
awrence Scott was born in Trinidad in 1943. As Stewart Brown notes in Caribbean Voice, his father’s origin
comes from Germany in the 1830s, with the family name
Schoner; his mother’s ancestry is linked to the Lange dynasty,
the family’s lineage French, and part of the historical, established Creole community in Trinidad. Scott’s father was a manager with Tate & Lyle at the Petit Morne sugar estate in south
Trinidad, just outside what was then the town of San Fernando.
As Scott tells Brown, “It was a childhood of canefields, estate
houses and big families. In fact, the estate houses were often
not much more than big bungalows, but it was a privileged
existence.”
Wikipedia notes the young Scott was educated first at a
Roman Catholic primary school in San Fernando during the
years 1950-1954. This was followed with time in a boarding
school for boys run by Benedictine monks at the Abbey School,
Mount Saint Benedict, located in the northern mountain range
in north-eastern Trinidad. Wikipedia adds Scott left Mount
Saint Benedict when he was 19 years old for England. He studied philosophy and theology at Prinknash Abbey, Gloucester,
from 1963-1967, an early objective being to follow the religious
life. As he told Brown, “At that stage I had a really romantic,
medieval view of monastic life. I wanted a very austere, devotional life, perhaps working on the monastery farm. I think I
would have liked to be a Trappist, with all the self-denial and
vows of silence.”
As Brown notes, Scott was in a “tug-of-war” between the call
to the ascetic life of a monk and the wider world; he “wanted to
read, to learn, to find out about the world outside”. The dichotomy in the pull between both landscapes went on for about four
years during Scott’s youthful life. In Scott’s words, “I remember
the library and how I read the classic English novels – Austen,
Eliot, Hardy. I realised that I was also attracted to an intellectual life. I was a very young 19-year-old at the time, so I don’t
think I really knew what I wanted… Eventually, but also very
gradually, I decided to leave the Abbey. There was no overnight
drama. The Abbot asked me whether I wanted to renew my
commitment and perhaps study in Rome, and I decided not to.”
The pursuit of higher education followed Scott’s departure
from Prinknash. He attended St Clare’s Hall Oxford from
1968-1972, and acquired a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) degree in
English Language and Literature. Later, he attended Manchester University from 1972-1973, where he earned a Certificate in

Lawrence Scott
Education, English & Drama with a distinction.
Qualified as a teacher, Brown tells us about a pivotal moment when an opportunity was presented for Scott to teach
at a comprehensive school in Peckham, South London. It was
a “tough, inner-city classroom environment and he loved it”,
Brown notes. In Scott’s words, “There was a large Caribbean
community in that part of London, and I read Sam Selvon
and other West Indian writers with the kids. I’d never really
felt comfortable with my new English identity, and I’d also left
Trinidad behind by then. But when I heard my Caribbean voice
in the classroom and saw how the kids reacted, it raised issues
about myself and where I was from. The experience at Peckham
focused all that.”
Now married to a teacher, Jenny Green, Scott traveled to
Trinidad in 1977, in the words of Brown, “the first real return
since the time when he had left the island as an aspiring monk”;
in Scott’s words, couched in understatement, “I’d gone away
to be a priest and came back as a left-wing teacher. I suppose
people thought I’d changed a little bit.” He taught at secondary
schools while in Trinidad – at Presentation College, and later,
at Aranguez Junior Secondary. While in Trinidad, he became
involved in setting up a new teacher’s trade union, and was interested in politics, particularly in what was occurring in Cuba
and Grenada.
The late 1970s was also a “vibrant literary and cultural
period”, Brown notes. In Scott’s words, “I’d never really been
aware of the boom in Caribbean writing until then, but I soon

discovered a whole lot of writers like Alejo Carpentier and
Aimé Césaire. I was reading voraciously, rediscovering the
literature, the landscapes, the people I’d never really known.” At
the same time, he began forging relationships with the writer
Earl Lovelace, and University of the West Indies professor, Ken
Ramchand. He also spent a memorable Christmas at the beach
with C.L.R. James, Brown reports, and pursued his interest in
the theatre with Derek Walcott on Remembrance at the Trinidad Theatre Workshop.
Said Scott: “I was incredibly active. We had intended to
travel around the world, but instead we stayed in Trinidad for
three years. All that time I was thinking about writing, but
always procrastinating. Eventually I started writing regularly in
the mornings, but it was terrible. I felt quite scared.”
The return to England in 1980 was unsuccessful, Scott going
through a crisis with a job he did not like; also, he underwent
a chronic case of writer’s block, Brown reports. Two years later
in 1982 Scott was back in Trinidad, living and writing in his
mother’s house, in an area that had transformed into Lange
Park in central Trinidad. Again, he returned to London, this
time teaching part-time, and productively writing. He was accepted by a literary agent, and in Scott’s words, “I then embarked on a reckless venture by writing Witchbroom. My books
take a while to happen, you know.”
Winning the 1986 Tom-Gallon prize for his story, The House
of Funerals, brought Scott to the attention of an editor, Peter
Day, at Allison & Bushby. Day’s input was invaluable during the
writing of Witchbroom, Scott notes, telling us: “He said that I’d
have to make changes… cut back on the digressions, rearrange
the structure. It was a much bigger book to start with, but it
turned out a better book in the end, even if it lost something.”
Wikipedia informs us Witchbroom (1992) was shortlisted for a
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, and was abridged as a Book at
Bedtime on BBC Radio 4 in 1993.
Among Scott’s other novels are Aelred’s Sin (1988), Night
Calypso (2004), and Light Falling on Bamboo (2012). His stories
are collected in Ballad for the New World (1994), and Leaving by Plane Swimming Back Underwater (2015). He received
a Lifetime Literary award in 2012 from the National Library
of Trinidad and Tobago for his significant contribution to the
nation’s literature.
Sources for this exploration: Wikipedia; and Caribbean
Voice: www.caribvoice.org/Profiles/scott.html.

Pain, pandemonium & the pandemic - not a good time for a toothache
... paying a pound for a
crown... Not knowing when
I will be able to see a dentist
brings back the pain!

‘
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I have started to attend Zoom meetings with family and
former associates. The latter was a group of colleagues from the
Community Editorial Board of the Toronto Star, whom I had
not seen for some time.
I suspect that many businesses are being conducted in this
way. You save on gasoline, pollution, office expenses, time
wasted traveling to and from work and such like. Going digital
is becoming the norm for newspapers and other companies.
By the
way, have
you tried to
post a letter
these days?
Well, it
took seven
weeks for
my registered letter to reach
Portugal from southern Ontario. Having paid a pound and
a crown for the service, I was
told to trace it online. I did and
the vast majority of the time I
saw it hovering in the middle
of the Atlantic Ocean. A carrier pigeon could have done
a better job or even the pony
express.
As they say, speed is one drug you will not find in a post
office.
Teaching from home and making the home an office are
gaining in popularity. My wife has turned our home into a gym
with her exercise equipment spread around the floor like a
minefield. The grunts, the weights, the floor mats and equipment to navigate are daily challenges.
We have now scheduled nights each week for ballroom and
Latin dance practice, karate routines, singing together with
music accompanied by the guitar, watching documentaries and
light hearted programs on TV, and tuning out the “nasty” stuff
from deranged politicians.
I discovered in my singing that my voice is going lower,
which gives me a sinking feeling. With a list of activities, we are

’
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s the pandemic rages on, life takes on a new perspective. Services we took for granted are now unavailable.
Going to a barber or hairdresser seems to be something from the past. Our physical appearance is taking a big hit.
Long hair is the new normal. Grey or even white hair seem to
be appearing from nowhere.
As a female relative of mine said, “No one will recognise me
when I go outside the house.” We are looking much older, be it
through stress and strain, or simply the aging
process.
The dentist is no longer available. If you
Bernard
do get to see a dentist it will probably be
Heydorn
through a “bubble”.
How a cleaning or a filling can be done
through a “bubble” is beyond me. I have
recently developed a nagging toothache, but
could not get a dental appointment. Toothache can be one of
the worst pains.
I am trying to develop strategies for keeping the toothache at
bay by avoiding sweets, brushing regularly, using different toothbrushes, warm water, and a painkiller. Not knowing when I will
be able to see a dentist brings back the pain!
No one wants to go near a hospital or emergency department
at this time. The fear of catching the virus is widespread. This
means that concurrent ailments will probably get worse, rather
than better.
Annual medical exams, consultations with doctors in their
offices and such like are generally unavailable, except in an
emergency.
I did get a lab test done in a clinic recently, but the institution was like Fort Knox. I could not recognise man from
woman, face, or even voices. The sounds coming from behind
the masks were muffled. Add that to my declining hearing and
you have a babel of confusion.
Consultations are being done on the phone or computer,
which some say will be the way of the future. Even my eye doctor had to cancel an appointment I made last December.
For the first time, I attended a funeral in Toronto on Zoom.
The actual attendants at the ceremony were limited to the
fingers on my hands. Even the deceased it seems had to beg for
a place! It was an eerie experience.

escaping boredom.
I have learnt many new skills since being confined to the
home over the last few months. From being “ten thumbs”, I
believe now that I can “fix” just about everything! My wife is
astonished at the turnaround. I have always been trying to
convince her that I was a genius under the surface. The unavailability of tradesmen and women to enter the home has resulted
in necessity being the mother of invention.
My teeth are giving me a “wake up” call, so I have to stop
this and attend to them. I never thought I would like to see the
face of a dentist as much as I do now, but such is life. Better
days are coming.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines I’ll be talking
to you.
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UNC must deal with
unpopular MPs for
shot at elections win
Port-of-Spain – It is critical that PNM and in this year’s general
UNC remove unpopular MPs as candidates to election, NACTA
improve the chances to win the upcoming gen- noted.
Kamla Persaderal election, the North American Caribbean
Both Rowley and
Bissessar
Teachers Association concluded in its latest Persad-Biss essar
poll last week.
have done well as leaders, NACTA said.
NACTA is based in New York, and is led by
However, “Their parties [notably, the perpolitical analyst Dr Vishnu Bisram.
formance of ministers and the likeability of the
According to NACTA’s findings, the par- team surrounding Persad-Bissessar] are strugties were being propelled on the
gling,” it added.
strength of its leaders’ popularNACTA also wondered
ity, with Prime Minister Dr Keith
whether the replacement of
Rowley leading the PNM, and
some unpopular candidates,
Kamla Persad-Bissessar the opand its achievement of minimal
position UNC. NACTA said it
infection and deaths during the
noted Persad-Bissessar had a lead
pandemic, would be enough “to
on Rowley before the Covid-19
win the PNM re-election”.
pandemic. The government’s
It noted in recent moves
course of action in dealing with
that Rowley has been choosing
the coronavirus has since favournational profile figures to conably improved Rowley’s ratings.
test seats, “replacing a sleuth of
“Rowley’s job approval numdiscredited MPs, boosting his
bers have soared to 53 percent,
chance for re-election”.
and his handling of Covid-19
At this time, Rowley remains
currently receives an endorsethe PNM’s “star attraction”, as
Vishnu Bisram
ment of 64 percent,” NACTA
several incumbent MPs “have
said.
earned the wrath of voters”, NACTA said.
However, his performance was marginally
Turning to the UNC, NACTA said Persadaffected by lower numbers over fallout from Bissessar’s popularity remained a main attracthe visit to Trinidad and Tobago by Venezuelan tion to voters.
Vice President Delcy Rodriguez in March, and
However, it added: “Voters say the UNC’s
his handling of the media.
executive has a paucity of individuals in whom
According to the figures before the pan- they have faith and confidence to run minisdemic, Rowley trailed Persad-Bissessar in pop- tries.”
ularity at 46 percent, with Persad-Bissessar at
It added most people in the UNC “have not
a stronger 55 percent approval. At the time of been able to win over the imagination of the
March survey, NACTA said the UNC “led in nation for lack of experience, capacity, political
popular support, while the PNM led in seats”. education, skill, and wherewithal to run a govThe survey also showed Persad-Bissessar edged ernment”.
Rowley “in preference for support for PM” by
Additionally, Persad-Bissessar had to select
45 to 43 percent.
nationally respected candidates, it said, adding,
But NACTA said there remain questions as “She needs a strong line up in the eight marginto whether Persad-Bissessar’s “personal appeal als and 15 safe seats (Siparia excluded).”
and performance can earn enough gratitude to
NACTA said if Persad-Bissessar kept some
bowl out the PNM team”.
incumbents who are assets, and selected candiIt is from this point of leadership popular- dates who can win over voters, especially in the
ity where candidate selection for the election East-West Corridor, “she will replace Rowley at
team will make the difference for both parties the PM’s office”.

New Covid-19 case does not halt re-opening
Port-of-Spain – A new case of Covid-19 in- of no more than five people to congregate at a
fection was confirmed over the weekend, right time remains in effect, and store owners were
after the government gave the go-ahead for a warned the police can shut down their business
significant number of workers to return to the if they violate that provision.
workplace starting Monday. Among the workAll workers deemed non-essential on March
ers getting the nod to return were
30 were away from work, many
public servants and retail store
only venturing out for essential
employees.
supplies as groceries and mediThe new Covid-19 case was
cation.
imported on an air ambulance
On May 9, restaurant and
flight that landed on Thursday
roadside food vendors were
with three people, Chief Mediamong the first businesses to
cal Officer Dr Roshan Parasaram
reopen, even before the manusaid on Sunday.
facturing and construction secThe three passengers were
tors received the green light to
taken to the Home of Football
resume operation on May 21.
in Couva to be kept in isolation
Rowley said the government
upon arrival, and tests came back
decided to move to phase three
negative for the other two, Paraof lifting the restrictions startsaram said. The reopening of
ing this week based on new inpublic and private sector workformation regarding the infecKeith Rowley
places was not impacted by the
tion rate. Monday saw public
new case.
servants back to workusing a where managers
Over the weekend, Prime Minister Dr Keith returned first, and were then followed by staff
Rowley announced that phase three of the re- coming out on a rotational basis.
opening of the economy will be moved up six
Rowley said the rotation system will condays to June 1, as up to then there had not been tinue into phase four, along with flexible work
any reported cases since April 26.
hours. He encouraged staffers to continue
It meant malls, bookshops, and other retail working from home at a manager’s discretion.
stores will be opened, as well as National LotMonday also saw retailers opening malls,
teries Control Board outlets. The restriction bookshops, and other stores.

18

Judge allows Panday
to remain at Rienzi
Complex for now
Port-of-Spain –
Former Prime Minister Basdeo Panday
Basdeo Panday
received what could
be considered an early birthday present on May
22, three days before his birthday, when High
Court Justice Robin Mohammed granted an
injunction allowing him to continue occupying
office space at Rienzi Complex in Couva. Panday turned 87 on May 25.
The All Trinidad General Workers’ Trade
Union, or its representatives, have also been
barred from preventing Panday from accessing or occupying the office. Panday will continue occupation until the substantive matter
is heard and determined. He is due before the
courts again on July 21 for a case management
conference.
In March 2019, Panday took the union to
court after he was evicted from his office for
allegedly failing to pay close to (TT) $.5 million in rent that had accumulated since 2012.
On February 21, 2019, the union as owner of
the property, issued a notice of eviction to Panday before padlocking the office and preventing
him from re-entering it.
In his ruling late last month, Justice Mohammed said the court has so far been unable to
ascertain the nature of Panday’s occupation of
the office space, and therefore, the matter had
to proceed to trial.
Further to that, the judge said Panday could
suffer more losses if he were to eventually succeed in the claim, but not be allowed to continue to occupy the space in the interim.
“If the said office space is not preserved, and
if the claimant is successful at trial, the said office space will no longer be available to him for

his use, access, and occupation,” the judge said.
Following his eviction last year, Panday filed
a legal claim against the union and its trustees
Narad Sohan, Christopher Ramlal, and Reiza
Mohamdally. He is being represented by attorneys Vashist Maharaj and Karuna Maraj.
In his claim to the court, Panday contends
that in 1973, when he became president general
of the union, he realised the union did not have
its own building. As a result, Rienzi Complex
was constructed to house the union’s offices.
Following the construction, Panday claimed
he was informed by the then-general secretary,
Sam Maharaj, that the union passed a resolution to honour his contribution by making him
honorary president general for life. Along with
this, Panday claimed he would be given office
space at Rienzi Complex, also for life.
Panday denied being notified he had been
removed as honorary president. He also said he
had not been informed any of the rights granted to him by the union had been removed.
The eviction caused him a lot of anxiety,
he claimed. Said Panday: “This has caused me
great distress, as I have many of my important
documents and papers stored in the office. In
addition, I have many important and significant gifts that are of great sentimental value
kept in that office. Further, I am unable to attend to my many commitments, as many of
my files and other important documents are
housed in my offices.”
He alleged the union was acting “maliciously
and out of spite”, with an intention to humiliate
him and injure his feelings of dignity and pride.
“I have been subjected to humiliation and
suffered great anguish and mental distress,” he
claimed.

Coronavirus shelves Indian Arrival events
Port-of-Spain – Major events set for late last
month to mark the 175th anniversary of the arrival of Indian indentured labourers from India
to Trinidad had to be postponed as the government’s Covid-19 lockdown continued in Trinidad and Tobago. Among the canceled events
were a celebration of the life of the pioneering
musician, Sundar Popo, and a symbolic pooja
at Nelson Island.
Work got underway last year by the National
Council for Indian Culture for its 2020 celebration of the arrival of the first Indian indentured
labourers, who came to Trinidad on the sailing
ship, the Fatel Razack in May, 1845.
NCIC public relations officer Surujdeo Mangaroo said the organisation had planned a series of events for last month, which would have
ended with a grand finale at the Divali Nagar
site, Chaguanas on May 30, Indian Arrival Day.
The milestone is a public holiday in Trinidad
and Tobago.
However, Mangaroo said the NCIC made
the decision to postpone all events in the wake
of the coronavirus pandemic.
Said Mangaroo: “We were planning a conference… for May 28, to culminate on May 30
with a grand finale. As a build-up to the conference, arrangements were being made to have
cultural events across the country… All those
plans had to be shelved.”
Among the events canceled was the Iere
Theatre Production of the Victor Edwards play,
Sundar. The play explores the contribution of
Sundar Popo to the cultural landscape of Trinidad and Tobago, and by extension the East Indian diaspora in the Caribbean and the wider
world.
Sundar explores the three decades of Popo’s
artistic ascendancy from 1970-2000. It traces
the incipience of his music as a new cultural
form, and its emergent corollaries in a cadre
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Surujdeo Mangaroo
of new performers. It is also an exploration of
how Popo’s art was exported to an international
and diasporic market, and how it grew into an
alternative musical genre.
Mangaroo also noted 2020 marks the 100th
anniversary of the abolition of Indian indentureship. Also among the events that were
shelved was a May 2 Pitr pooja, which would
have taken place on Nelson Island. The pooja
would have also been a symbolic acknowledgement of the ordeals suffered by the Indian
ancestors during the crossing of the black water, the kala pani, during the ocean journey to
Trinidad.
According to Wikipedia, Nelson Island is located west of Port-of-Spain in the Gulf of Paria,
and was the disembarkation point and quarantine station for the indentured immigrants who
arrived in Trinidad during the 19th and early
20th centuries.
Said a disappointed Mangaroo: “This has
never been done. I was so looking forward to
this ancestral pooja in memory of all of our ancestors, people who came on [the Fatel Razack].
But we had no choice. We had to cancel it.”

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Cautious lifting of lockdown begins as concern grows over non-wearing of masks
Port-of-Spain – Even as the government began its cautious lifting of the lockdown earlier
this week, officials were expressing disappointment that some members of the public continued to disregard the national requirement to
wear masks while out in public.
Among the officials expressing concern over
the many bared faces in public were Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley, Health Minister
Terrence Deyalsingh, and Thoracic Medical
Director at the Caura Hospital, Dr Michelle
Trotman.
In a statement regarding the non-wearing
of masks, Rowley reinforced an earlier call, reminding the public that it was a case of, “No
Mask, No Service”. He also used the opportunity to remind nationals returning to work of
the requirement to wear a mask.
Rowley said the government had no intentions of passing legislation forcing errant nationals to don protective masks.
“We have to keep working on people to stop
being cavalier, and if it is that we are seeing that
we cannot be made to comply, it may very well
be that it will take something drastic for people
to comply in this country,” he said.
Rowley said discussions on the logistics of
taking official steps were held with the Attorney

Face-to-face: Nationals in Port-of-Span last week eschewing face masks
General, but it was decided there was no point
in making a law that cannot be enforced.
He said communication was the only way
to get the message to nationals that wearing a
mask did not prevent infection, but prevented
asymptomatic persons from spreading it to
others.
Said Rowley: “I look at people running
around the Savannah, and you see about 40
percent of the people complying with their

mask on their face, meaning if they exhale microbes into the air, that somebody going to run
through it in the next five seconds, that they
would have controlled that pathogen within
that mask.”
However, “On the other hand, you see other
people running and blowing and panting like
a racehorse, passing people in the road. They
don’t care what happens, and then you say
maybe there ought to be a law, that that person

Praise for Penal/Debe

Different ships,
same boat now
Port-of-Spain – In an invocation of togetherness despite arriving through separate journeys, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said Trinidad and Tobago’s history shows
“we all came on different ships, but we are all in
the same boat now”.
Persad-Bissesar’s invocation of a ship metaphor was part of her national message last week
as Trinidad and Tobago marked East Indian
Arrival Day. The anniversary celebrated 175
years since the first indentured labourers, over
200 men, women, and children, arrived at Nelson Island, just outside Port-of-Spain.
The ancestors came in the hope of a better
future for their children and grandchildren, not
knowing what was in store for them, PersadBissessar said. She noted the tens of thousands
who came to Trinidad and Tobago’s shores during indentureship faced harsh and inhumane
working conditions on the plantations, and
poor living conditions in barracks.
“But they endured, clinging to the hope in
their hearts of a brighter future,” she said.
Persad-Bissessar added: “We remember the
sacrifices our ancestors made; we learn from
them, and we continue to work towards addressing the challenges facing us today.”
Trinidad and Tobago’s forefathers worked
together to build a uniquely diverse, multicultural, multi-religious nation, she said. Additionally, “those who came from India, China,
Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and other regions – their hard work, courage, and strength
of spirit continue to inspire us today”.
Persad-Bissessar declared that while history
shows all came on different ships, “we are all
in the same boat now”. She also noted: “This is
true today, as our current circumstances warrant that we unite to ensure that we move our
beloved Trinidad and Tobago forward.”
However, she warned: “Our strength has always been and continues to be in our unity as a
people, and for that, we must be wary of those
who may seek to divide us for their own gain.”
She also spoke to the original inhabitants,
saying, “Throughout the centuries, our First
Peoples endured tremendous adversities, but
have successfully sustained their culture and
traditions. Our forefathers believed, and I also
believe, that by working together, we can build
a stronger, more prosperous Trinidad and Tobago, and overcome the challenges that currently face our country. They believed in building a better society and a better nation for their
children just as we do today.”

should be arrested? And then what do you do
with such a person? You take them to fill up the
jail or take them to get bail... It is just not the
solution. The action is so simple that it is difficult to police it.”
It meant the direction the government has
to take was to reinforce personal responsibility.
Rowley also sent out the warning to business
places not adhering to the rule of no more than
five customers in a group.
“A passing police officer can shut that place
down. As you open your business, if you disregard the requirement for an absence of people
congregating, a police officer has the authority
to close the place on the basis that it is encouraging congregation, and congregation beyond
that number of five is a violation of the Public
Health Act,” he said.
Last week Deyalsingh also urged mall and
store owners to have employees greet customers with sanitisers, provide masks, and to insist
on what Rowley has been saying, “No Mask, No
Service”.
Thoracic Medical Director at the Caura
Hospital Dr Michelle Trotman also expressed
displeasure over the collective disregard by nationals out into public without masks, saying,
“The compliance with masks has fallen down”.

Happy recipient: Ramdai Seeram, centre, receives a hamper, a seedling, and
other gifts, from Mayor Vandana Mohit, left, and Councillor Debbie Boodhan
as part of Indian Arrival Day celebrations last month.

Indian Arrival Day made special for seniors

S

everal senior citizens received hampers, sweets, and seedlings over the weekend,
the special a mark of respect from the Chaguanas Borough Corporation as it
commemorated Indian Arrival Day, 2020. Indian Arrival Day was celebrated on
May 30. The event was quite low-key, a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
Mayor of Chaguanas, Vandana Mohit, along with councillors, visited the elderly at
their homes to present them with the special gifts.
Mohit said it was an imperative that everyone, regardless of heritage, remember the
role of our ancestors in nation building.
“Our forefathers played a pivotal role in shaping and developing society at a time
when mankind’s technological development was limited, and not as complex as today.
Despite the many changes society is going through, it is always important that we continue to recognise their contributions,” she said.

Port-of-Spain - The southern towns of Penal and Debe came in for praise over the weekend during celebrations of Indian Arrival Day.
On May 30, Trinidad and Tobago celebrated
the 175th anniversary of Indians arriving to the
islands, and also 100 years since the end of Indentureship.
In marking the occasion, Chairman of the
Penal/Debe Regional Corporation, Allen Sammy, noted how Penal/Debe has flourished over
the years.
Said Sammy: “Penal/Debe has benefited
tremendously from the presence of its Indian
population. Seventy one percent of the region’s
90,000 people are of Indian descent, and their
social, cultural, and economic impacts are
evident everywhere. In addition to the recent
growth of a vibrant business sector, the legacy
of agriculture, architecture, cultural symbols,
and practices have shaped its social, cultural,
and economic identity, often in the face of extreme imposed adversity.”
There are 61 temples and 15 mosques in the
area. Also, 43 percent of area’s population are
Hindus, with 6.6 percent being of the Muslim
faith.
“At the end of slavery, the descendants
fought for their space to worship and practise
their beliefs. Indentureship embellished this
plurality by the introduction of forms of worship, and social and cultural practices, which
were hitherto alien to the prevailing monochromatic landscape,” Sammy said.

Do not forget indentureship’s dark days - UWI historian
Port-of-Spain – University of the West In- saults and verbal abuse. They were treated with
dies historian Dr Jerome Teelucksingh said contempt and handled very roughly by officials
last week even while Trinidad and Tobago cel- who are unable to correctly spell their names
ebrates Indian Arrival Day, at the same time the on the ships’ registers.”
nation needs to not forget the “evils of indenAdditionally, “[These] illiterate and semitureship”.
literate Indians were also
In Trinidad and Tobago, Inforced to sign contracts in
dian Arrival Day commemowhich their names are also
rates the arrival of the first inmisspelt. Their exploitation
dentured labourers from India
and suffering would conto Trinidad in May, 1845 on the
tinue on the plantations.
ship, Fatel Razack. It brought
Many would remain with
a new labour force to work on
fragmented identities even
the sugar cane plantations, and
after indentureship ended
a new people with a new culture
in 1920.”
and cuisine.
Teelucksingh
noted
Said Teelucksingh: “It began
the arrivals, “brave men,
with the lies and deceit during
women, and their chilthe recruiting process that ocdren”,
would later go on “to
Jerome Teelucksingh
curred in India and the trauachieve remarkable sucmatic trip across the dark waters (kali pani). cesses and accomplishments”. However, he also
Whilst on the trip, an overwhelming majority indicated that they, and their descendants, were
of the female passengers endured sexual as- “not a united group”.
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Said Teelucksingh: “Throughout the 20th
and 21st centuries, there are divisions due to
class, gender, religion, caste and occupational
differences. Additionally, political affiliation,
wealth, status and geographical location have
continued to be divisive factors.”
Teelucksingh was also quick to point out
that while there were inherent wrongs in the
Indentureship system, along with a corollary of
divisiveness and social hierarchies, at the same
time many positives were achieved.
“Music and celebrations such as Eid, Divali,
Ramleela and Phagwa reflect the historical ties
with India and the cultural persistence,” he said.
Also, “[Cuisine] like kuchela and chalta are
a part of the heritage. Dress like saris and shalwars are all part of the Indian identity,” he declared.
Also marking the occasion over the weekend, in his Indian Arrival Day message, Indian
High Commissioner Arun Kumar Sahu paid
tribute to the early arrivals and their descendants.

CRICKET

‘Bio-secure environment’ unrealistic - Dravid

F

ormer India skipper Rahul Dravid last month expressed
doubt over the “bio-secure environment” format for the
resumption of cricket, a response that attempts to work
around the infectiousness of the Covid-19 virus.
According to the website Cricbuzz, Dravid said such a resumption of the game by the England and Wales Cricket Board
is “unrealistic”, and would be an “impossible” task for boards
around the world to replicate.
At this time, England are currently planning to host a threematch Test series against West Indies.
As plans unfold, news reports have been indicating the
West Indian players are likely to travel a month in advance to
complete requisite quarantine, and then to begin preparation
ahead of the series.
At the same time, reports are also indicating England’s players may have to be away from their families for an extended
period of time. Should the “bio-secure environment” be incorporated into the game, it would mean players would be away
for a period of nearly nine weeks.
Said Dravid: “It is a bit unrealistic to have things at the level
the ECB is talking about. Obviously, the ECB is very keen to
conduct these series because they have had no other cricket,
and it is right in the middle of the season. Even if they are
potentially able to create a bubble and manage it in that way, I
think it will be impossible for everyone to do it with the kind of
calendar that we have, with the travelling that you do on tours
and the number of people involved.”
He also questioned what would become of a particular Test
match when a player in a bio-bubble tests positive for Covid-19
in the middle of the game.
“All of us are hoping that things will evolve with time and

get better once we have better medication. In case of the biobubble, you do all the testing, the quarantine, and then on
day two of the Test match: what if one player tests positive?
What happens then? The rules, as they stand now, will see the
Public Health Department coming in and putting everyone in
quarantine,” he said.
He added, “So that ends the Test match – or the series; and
that ends all the expenses that were made to get everyone
there and create that environment. We’re going to have to
work with the Health Department and government authorities
to find out a way in which even if a player tests positive, the
whole tournament isn’t cancelled.”
Dravid noted the uncertainty surrounding cricket is not
something new for the players involved in the sport. Also, it
“won't take long” to get their skills up to speed when cricket
returns.
Said Dravid: “As [sportsmen], we are used to dealing with
a lot of uncertainty during our careers. Everything doesn’t fall
into place. You tend to get scared and worried about stuff, but
I think one of the things that I would have done is think about
things I can control.”
He added: “All you can control is your preparation, practice, emotional and mental well-being. You cannot control
your results or performances. Coming back after this for active players... maybe it would take a bit of time to catch up to
their original skill level, but that won’t take long. It is just like
riding a bicycle.”
Players would also find a way to deal with games in empty
stadiums, he said.
“At a professional level, players will adjust and not let it
affect their performances much. A professional, once he or she

Rahul Dravid
gets on to the field, has a lot of pride in oneself. So they will
find a way to deal with that,” he said.
However, he noted “the experience at the end of the day is
not going to be the same”.
Said Dravid: “Players love to perform in front of a crowd,
engage with their fans, and that adds incredible complexity to
a sport. I think that’s what a player will definitely miss. There
is a personal self-satisfaction when you perform in front of a
large crowd.”

WI fall in Twenty20 rank

West Indies players, staff anxious about tour

W

A

est Indies took yet another dive last
week in the world Twenty20 rankings,
but the descent was of little concern to
head coach Phil Simmons.
West Indies have been sliding since winning the
T20 World Cup under Simmons four years ago in
India, and are now in ninth place, just above minnows Afghanistan, Zimbabwe, and Ireland.
The news last week of yet another slippage did
not faze Simmons. In fact, he felt the new, lower
position could work to the side’s advantage if the
T20 World Cup comes off in Australia this October.
Said Simmons: “In a way, it’s nice [to be so low
in the rankings]; you might get a few of the big
teams taking their eyes off us, and they all know
that is a dangerous thing to do.”
He added: “I don’t think the ranking means
anything at the end of the day.”
Simmons said time away from the game due to
Covid-19 restrictions was a break for the team to
capitalise on to get ready for when cricket reopens.
“We know each other’s game in this format, and
I think the time period we’ll have, we’ll make the
best use of it to get ourselves ready… I hope some
of the bigger teams take us for granted, as we won’t
have much work under our belts. But I don’t think
they will; they know what we’re capable of,” he said.
The T20 World Cup remains doubtful. It is
scheduled from October 18-November 15, with the
ICC yet to make a decision on whether to postpone.

s Cricket West Indies continues with plans for the
venues, we believe it could be the Ageas Bowl and Emirates Old
upcoming English tour, with CEO Johnny Grave
Trafford, but we haven’t had that formally confirmed yet.”
increasingly indicating confidence the Tests will come
He also revealed the West Indies planned to take a group of
off, players and staff remain apprehensive given the UK is still
25 players to the UK-15 squad members and ten reserves.
being impacted by Covid-19. Late last week the numbers of
Said Grave: “Our players and support staff, who we have met
persons in England infected with the coronavirus was over
with (on conference calls), are beginning to understand what
130,000, with close to 30,000 deaths.
a seven-week tour behind closed doors might look like. And
The pandemic has caused cancelations to
the operations team are getting the logistics
international games, impacted upcoming seatogether for flying everyone from across the
sons, and affected Test tours. The West Indies
Caribbean to probably Antigua, to then depart
were scheduled to defend the Wisden Trophy
to the UK on a private team charter.”
in a three-Test rubber in the UK starting June
He added, “[Good] progress is being made,
4. However, the tour was thrown in doubt
and we are getting closer to that final plan for
with the growing infections and tragic deaths.
our [CWI] board to effectively sign off on the
Last week Grave confirmed in an EStour and ask the selectors to choose the squad
PNcricinfo website interview that CWI, with
and the players to confirm their participation.”
the England and Wales Cricket Board, were
However, he admitted players and staff
in the final stages of discussions over the tour
were concerned about the layers of uncertainty
proceeding despite the Covid-19 lockdown.
ahead.
Said Grave: “We are expecting to get a
“There is [still] player and support staff
formal offer to tour England, probably by
apprehension. There is apprehension about
the end of the month, so that we can get our
leaving their families for seven weeks. There is
Board’s approval and the players can potenapprehension about moving into a bio-secure
Johnny Grave
tially leave [the Caribbean] in early June.”
cricket ground for the first time. There is appreA start date was still tentative last week, with both boards
hension about travelling on planes and going to the UK, which
working inside the parameters required to ensure player and
has had so many cases,” he said.
supporting staff safety inside what remains a highly-infectious,
Additionally, “(There is) also some apprehension around getviral landscape.
ting back to the Caribbean around what the quarantine requireSaid Grave: “We want four weeks before the first Test to
ments may be in their home countries. It is such a dynamic
prepare our team, so we are currently planning on leaving the
situation, but we hope that if they were tested prior to their
week starting June 8. The current plan we are working to has
departure from the UK, and if they need be tested again when
the three Tests starting on July 8, July 16, and July 24. As for the they come back to the Caribbean by late July, they wouldn’t
have to do any quarantine back here. But clearly, each Caribbean country may have different rules and restrictions, so we can’t
our Guyanese cricketers stranded in Trinidad and Tothey may return to Guyana sooner if all goes as planned.
be certain at this stage. So there is some fear and apprehension,
bago are soon expected to be reunited with their families,
Ramdass has been working with other Guyanese nationals,
not just about leaving the Caribbean to go on the tour, but also
the media in Guyana reported last week.
the National Covid Task Force in Guyana, and the Consulate in getting back home, to be reunited with their loved ones.”
At this time, Guyana has over 300 nationals
Trinidad and Tobago, to return to Georgetown.
Grave also explained what would take place at the cricketing,
confirmed to be stranded overseas. They are unThe NCTF has already given clearance for the
logistical level, should a player test positive for the coronavirus
able to return home due to government locktrip, Ramdass said last week.
during the tour.
downs to control the Covid-19 spread, and are
However, the Consulate is yet to make official
Said Grave: “One of the things that is being discussed is if a
awaiting lifting of travel restrictions on borders.
communication on next steps. The group has to
player tests positive during a match, whether then, similar to a
Many countries across the world closed
undergo a Covid-19 test 48 hours prior to board- concussion substitute, the ICC would change the regulations to
borders in March following the coronavirus
ing the flight, he said.
allow a replacement player to take the infected person’s place.
outbreak. Among the many affected events
Ramdass added the consulate is expected
There is an ICC chief executive committee meeting in early
across the globe was the premature ending of the
to assist in organising a flight, either through
June, where I understand those changes to the regulations or
cricket season in many nations. As a result, at
Caribbean Airlines, or Liat.
laws on the back of Covid-19 would be discussed and agreed
least eight Guyanese cricketers are now ma“We will have to charter our own plane and
following recommendations from the ICC Cricket Committee
rooned abroad.
pool monies to pay for that which would cost
who recently met.”
Lusignan Sports Club batsman Steve Ramaround (US) $5,000, which is a lot,” he said.
However, he was confident the bio-secure environment beSteve Ramdass
dass, Kandasammy Surujnarine, Garfield
He added that Trans Guyana, one of the
ing set up in England to receive the players would be adequate,
Benjamin, and Demitri Cameron are among the players now
airlines offering flights, will cater for 13 passengers, but was
and that, “the chances of someone catching Covid-19 are very,
awaiting Trinidad and Tobago reopening its airport. However,
dependant on baggage.
very small”.

Stranded in T&T, players hopeful for Guyana return
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Not so fast! Holder’s legacy remains pedigree
Medium pacer delivers at cusp as West Indies turn to speed
By Romeo Kaseram
anburn Alonzo Holder was born on October 10, 1945
in Deans Village, St Michael, Barbados. As Suvajit
Mustafi tells us on the website, Cricket Country, Holder
made his First-Class début at age 21 in February 1967,
against Trinidad and Tobago in Port-of-Spain.
Nothing spectacular, it was “an ordinary
URN
NB
A
début”, Mustafi reports, with Holder “pickV
ing up a solitary wicket”.
However, Mustafi notes Holder’s
growing prowess, which came
later in 1967. He was a pick on the
Barbados Colt team, an inclusion
that prove not only valuable
for his bowling against the
visiting Marylebone Cricket
Club, which was visiting
Bridgetown.
This time around, it was
a more productive spell
that saw Holder dismissing
Geoffrey Boycott for 11,
and Basil D’Oliveira for a
duck in the first innings;
in the second innings, he
was responsible for sending Colin Milburn and
John Edrich back to the
pavilion.
Mustafi notes that
bowling against the MCC
touring side prove to be the
second major breakthrough
for the young Holder. As
Abhishek Mukherjee tells us
on the website CricketMASH,
apparently the tourists were quite
impressed when Holder clean
bowled Boycott and D’Oliveira in
the first innings, and followed up with
caught-behinds for Milburn and Edrich.
He was offered a contract with Worcestershire, after playing just two First-Class
matches, and in Mukherjee’s words, “The move
was probably triggered by the wicket of the Worcestershire stalwart D’Oliveira”.
Holder established himself at Worcestershire in a match
against Gloucestershire, as Mukherjee notes, sending his brisk
right-arm, fast-medium deliveries down the pitch in tandem
with Norman Gifford attacking from the other end. Holder
took 4 for 64 against Gloucestershire in that match. His growing success later saw his efforts rewarded with figures of 6
for 39 against Lancashire; there were also a well-deserved 5
for 21 against Derbyshire, and 6 for 47 against Sussex. That
season saw him in full flight, finishing with 59 wickets from 20
matches, with an average of 22.01.
He was quite a hit with Worcestershire, though as an aside,
as Mukherjee reports, his teammates were not too impressed
with his pipe-smoking. Other anecdotal tid-bids about Holder
that survive is the sledging he endured from Fred Truman,
Mukherjee tells us. According to the anecdote, Holder’s bowed
legs were a favourite target, Truman’s playful, but nowadays
noted as ableist commentary focusing on the deformity and his
height, “Does tha know if thy legs were straight tha’d be over
seven feet tall?”
Holder’s ascendant star with Worcestershire, and a decent
start to 1969, eventually earned him a place with the West Indies team. In 1969, he was picked for the first Test at Old Trafford by the touring West Indies. He opened the bowling with
Garry Sobers, and as Mukherjee notes, started out his Test haul
by clean-bowling Tom Graveney. In his second Test at Lord’s,
as happened in Bridgetown in 1967, he was again Edrich’s
nemesis, but this time sending him back to the pavilion in both
innings. In the third Test at Headingley, he was instrumental
in reducing England to 64 for 3 at one point, with the team
bowled out for 223; he ended up with figures of 4 for 48.
Holder was at Sabina in 1971, where he returned figures of
4 for 60, as Mukherjee reports. Two more Test matches followed, but with a mediocre haul of just two wickets; however,
his historical performances were good enough to give him the
pick for the second Test against the New Zealand touring team
at Bourda. He played in the remaining Tests, with his performance in the last Test seeing acquisition of a valuable 4 for 41;
he ended the series with a haul of 12 wickets for an impressive
average of 23.75.
His star was at its highest during the 1974-1975 Indian
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tour, which West Indies won in a close-fought series 3-2. As
Mustafi notes, Holder accounted for 17 wickets from four Tests
at 18.52. He adds, “[Holder] was the star of the decider Test in
Chennai. Chasing 404, India succumbed to a 201-run defeat.
Holder picked his first fifer in Test cricket and ended
with figures of 20.1-6-39-6”. It was a crucial role,
HOLD
Mukherjee adds, with totals of “3 for 37 and
ER
2 for 18 at Bangalore – all 5 top-order
batsmen”, which helped West Indies to
victory. The teams went on to Bombay
with the series levelled at 2-2.
Mukherjee picks up the commentary, telling us, “After Clive
Lloyd’s timely declaration India
either needed to score 404 for
a victory or survive a just over
a day and an hour to save
the Test on a pitch that still
held. Holder ran through
Gundappa Viswanath’s
defence on Day Five and
India went to stumps at 53
for 3. They fought hard on
Day Six, but Holder picked
up 6 for 39 – his first 5-for
– to win the series for West
Indies.”
But Holder’s ascendency
with the West Indies could
only go that far in the light
of the emerging, faster pace
talents. By then, it was coming to the end of the 1970s,
and Lloyd had already made
the decision to do away with
spin. Instead, the decision was
made to rely on an all-out-pace
attack, which was easily shouldered by tearaways Michael Holding
and Andy Roberts; the upcoming
greats, Joel Garner and Colin Croft were
soon to join the pace arsenal. In the words
of Mukherjee, with such pace firepower, and
“despite this pedigree, Holder was more left out
than picked”.
However, Holder made a comeback in the 1977-1978 home
series against Australia in three Tests, with “the big guns away
for World Series”, Mukherjee notes. This prove to be the ground
for acquisition of his best Test figures, 6 for 28, and the trigger
for an Australian collapse from 193 for 3 to 290 all out. With
Holder sending down the wicket-taking deliveries, West Indies
convincingly won the series. He toured India in 1978-1979,
but was again relegated to the margin by the return of Holding, Garner, and Croft; eventually, he stopped getting picked.
Holder retired shortly after the Indian tour.
Holder took a career 109 wickets from 40 Tests at 33.27. He
played in 12 ODIs, taking 19 wickets at 23.89. His First-Class
wickets number 950 at 24.52. For his List A, he has 276 wickets
at 18.94, and an impressive economy rate of 3.35.
Holder took up umpiring following retirement, was a FirstClass umpire in England from 1988 to 2012, and has officiated
as a third umpire in ODIs.

Pat Cummins

Not exactly a spat bowlers seek solution
to ICC saliva ban

A

ustralia’s leading fast bowler Pat Cummins
has called for an alternative method to shine
the ball following the ICC cricket committee’s
recommendation to ban the usage of saliva. The Anil
Kumble-led committee came up with the guideline in
the light of transmission risks from the coronavirus
via saliva.
Although sweat is permitted to shine the ball,
Cummins has called for the governing body to come
up with an additional artificial option. Under the
current ICC regulations, the usage of an artificial
substance to shine or change the condition of the ball
is disallowed.
“If we remove saliva, we have to have another option," Cummins told the webiste cricket.com.au.
He added: “Sweat is not bad, but I think we need
something more than that, ideally. Whatever that is,
wax, or I don’t know what. If that’s what that science
is telling us, that it’s high risk using saliva ... as long
as we’re keeping other options open, whether that is
sweat or something artificial.”
While Cummins is glad sweat is deemed safe, he
pointed out it could get difficult while playing in cold
weather.
Said Cummins: “We have to be able to shine the
ball somehow, so I’m glad they’ve let sweat remain.”
Additionally, “We’ve just got to make sure at the
start of the spell we’re sweating and we’re nice and
warm. Late in the day in Australia, it’ll be fine, but
certainly on a cold day (it could be difficult).”
Cummins said the slip cordon normally are the
ones shining the ball, that “they are not huge sweaters, standing there all day.”
He added, “It’ll be interesting; it’ll be an adjustment. Hopefully we’ll get to a stage where saliva is
deemed safe. Hopefully we can go back to that — to
how it was.”
He also recommended that pitches in Australia
provide more assistance to the seamers, considering
how batting-friendly it has become in recent years.
“In the last few years, I feel like it’s hardly swung at
all,” he noted, adding, “Hopefully, like we always say,
the wickets will be a bit juicier to suit us bowlers.”

ICC post-virus guidelines stress physical fitness

B

owlers looking to resume Test cricket after the novel
coronavirus lockdown is lifted will require two to three
months of preparation to avoid injuring themselves, the
International Cricket Council said last month.
Along with other global competitions, cricket was suspended in March due to the Covid-19 pandemic. However,
the downtime is seeing some countries plotting guidelines for
the return of the game as governments start easing isolation
restrictions.
Late last month England players returned to individual skillbased training, with plans on the drawing board for the UK to
begin its delayed summer cricket with a Test series against West
Indies come July.
Last month West Indies head coach Phil Simmons noted
fitness to be a key component given the ongoing lockdown. He
was hopeful the Test squad will be at an acceptable standard of
readiness for the upcoming tour.
Simmons said players were continuing with fitness regimes,
but mostly at home, with a few bowlers taking to the field as
respective territories begain easing lockdown restrictions.
Following the West Indies July tour, Pakistan are scheduled

to be in England to play three Tests in August. These Test
matches will be followed by an equal number of Twenty20
Internationals. As part of the measures to combat the spread of
the Covid-19 virus, the matches will be played behind closed
doors.
“Bowlers are at a particularly high risk of injury on return
to play after a period of enforced time-out,” the ICC said in
its back-to-cricket guidelines. It advised teams to use larger
squads, and to exercise caution over bowlers’ workloads, adding Test cricket would require a minimum of eight to 12 weeks
of preparation, with the final four to five weeks involving match
intensity bowling.
Preparation time of six weeks was recommended for bowlers
returning to the shorter 50-over and Twenty20 Internationals.
The ICC advised its member boards to consider appointing
a medical advisor or bio-safety official to help with planning for
a safe return to training and competition.
It also announced a ban on using saliva to shine a cricket
ball to try and achieve the fabled “reverse swing”. Also, players
and umpires would have to maintain physical distancing, and
cricketers must avoid unnecessary body contact.
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Shift in movie current as India begins to stream
Move enrages cinema owners suffering under Covid-19
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A grim picture
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ing masks compulsory while watching movies, and grilling
By Ananya Bhattacharya (Quartz India)
health check-ups of staff.
arlier in May, a number of prominent film producThese steps will need higher spending by cinema hall
ers in India decided to release some of their highowners, who will eventually need to charge customers
profile movies on video streaming apps instead of
more. This might become a major roadblock to attracting
waiting for cinemas to reopen amid the Covid-19 pancrowds as thousands of Indians are faced with pay cuts and
demic. For India, this was a departure from the norm, as
job losses, which leaves less scope for discretionary spendin the country, movies typically arrive on Over-the-Top
ing and instills caution against reckless expenditure.
platforms only after they have run in cinemas for weeks, if
Then, there’s a chance that none of this is good enough.
not months.
China reopened and then re-shuttered 600 movie theatres
The decision, of course, outraged cinema owners and
in late March over fears of a potential second wave of corooperators, some of whom even threatened to boycott those
navirus infections. But cinema owners in India are still not
behind the move.
willing to throw in the towel.
But given the current situation, there’s a high chance
The sudden loss of business has brought some cinema
that many more producers may be forced to take the
hall owners close to bankruptcy.
online route.
Cinema owners have also been struggling to convince
For over two months now, cinemas across India –
producers to stall releases instead of taking the OTT route.
around 10,000 single-screen ones and 3,000 multiplexes
“We were hoping that the
– have remained shut as most of
producers would accede to our
the country is under lockdown to
request to hold back their film’s
curtail the spread of the coronavirelease till cinemas reopen,” said
rus. This shutdown is estimated to
Kamal Gianchandani, CEO of
have cost the Indian film industry
ore than 670 theatre and multiplex
one of India’s leading multiplex
over $130 million (Rs984 crore) in
owners in the state of Kerala are in
chains, PVR.
box office revenue.
dire straits since movie halls were shut
He added: “That said, this
Meanwhile, even as the
down due to the Covid-19 lockdown.
is
not
the first time films are
government has started a partial
Without a source of income, theatre owners
being
premiered on streaming
withdrawal of the lockdown,
are still compelled to pay staff salaries. The ownplatforms.
Cinema exhibition
reopening cinema halls isn’t high
ers have no choice but to wait for the governhas regularly faced competition
on its agenda. And even if the
ment to lift the lockdown.
from new emerging distribution
government allows theatres to
Santhosh Vallakkalil, owner of three
platforms.”
reopen, experts believe, not many
screens – Santhosh, Sandra, and Vallakkalil –
But despite all odds, there’s
people will take the risk of going
in Mavelikkara, said the situation is grim. The
hope
that when good content
to the movies.
majority of them are neck-deep in debt.
starts
hitting the big screens and
“People are sceptical to step out
“I have 2K and 4K screens where once in
the pandemic effect reduces,
unnecessarily. That might impact
two days the projectors have to be run. My
there will be pent-up demand,
the theatre business for a while,”
technician has advised me to operate it for a
and “larger audiences than ever”
said Nachiket Pantvaidya, CEO of
few hours or else there will be red tint on all
will come back to the theatres,
streaming platform ALTBalaji and four sides of the screen,” said Santhosh.
said Rajeev Sharma, CEO of
group COO of production house
Last month representatives of Kerala Film
theatre chain NY Cinemas.
Balaji Telefilms.
Exhibitors’ United Organisation of Kerala, an
“We always perceive cinema
The “movie theatre experience” association of theatre owners, producers and
and cricket to be kind of religions
– complete with surround sound,
distributors, met to formulate recommendain India,” he added.
visual effects, flavoured popcorns
tions to put to the government before the sector
Even the higher ticket pricing
and colas, and even recliners in
is revived.
may
not hold back cine-goers,
some cases – has thrived in India
Late last month the Minister for Cultural
some
believe. “You’ve always paid
despite the touch competition
Affairs A. K. Balan, stated a decision on openfor
the
experience and exclusivity;
from OTT segment in recent
ing theatres would have to be taken later.
now you’ll just pay more for the
years. But this time, the fight is
safety as well,” said Sameer Nair,
harder as cinema owners need
CEO of digital media studio Applause Entertainment.
to deal with consumers’ psyche, which is hard to change,
But there is no denying that the Covid-19 lockdown has
experts said.
given an edge to online streaming. For instance, ALTBalaji
To begin with, there’s a need to create an environment
has witnessed a 60 percent increase in subscriptions with
that feels hygienic and safe. For instance, cinema hall opan average of 17,000 subscriptions added per day since
erators must try to remove all human contact by making it
March-end, CEO Pantvaidya said.
mandatory for customers to book tickets online.
Now, with the next releases of some of Bollywood’s big“Cine-goers could be encouraged to book their snacks
gest stars such as Amitabh Bachchan, Ayushmann Khuronline to avoid crowds at food stands,” suggested Neeraj
rana, and Vidya Balan, set to hit Amazon’s Prime Videos
Roy, founder and CEO of Mumbai-based Hungama Digidirectly, it’s clear that streaming platforms have earned
tal Media.
street cred of their own.
In line with cinemas in the US, which are opening up
“Coronavirus has sent a big signal to the industry that
with “social distancing seating,” Indian theatres are bracing
it’s not necessary that every movie has to be (a) big blockfor less than half the occupancy. On May 20, the Multiplex
buster at the cinemas. Often, direct to OTT may be much
Association of India put out a plan detailing measures they
more economically viable,” said Karan Bedi, CEO of OTT
were willing to take, including deep-cleaning of halls at
service MXPlayer.
regular intervals, use of body temperature detectors, mak-
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BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Gateway Aan opened doors in Europe for Indian cinema
the authorial contribution of Mehboob Khan, the stardom of
watching the film. However, since Aan was the first Indian film
By Omar Ahmed
Dilip Kumar, and the lucid cinematography of Faredoon Irani.
to be released in the UK and Europe, whatever was said about
irected and produced by Mehboob Khan, Aan is
Denis Myers damning review of the film for Picturegoer goes
the film was also in part a measure of Indian cinema as a whole.
recognised as a classic of Hindi cinema. I have fond
Many of the reviews I looked at fail to comprehend the film as a one step further, calling Aan “soul-destroying” and mocking
memories of Aan from my childhood, a family favouthe director’s versatility as a desperate, superficial juxtaposicomplete work. For instance, Lejeune’s cultural deconstruction
rite I guess, mainly because of Dilip Kumar and the considertion of stock narrative situations. At the time Myers opined
detracts from the creative contribution of Mehboob and his
able, irresistible sway he had with the South Asian diaspora.
Aan should not be released in UK cinemas because it does not
highly
proficient
and
adept
cast
and
crew.
Lejeune
overlooks
Revisiting Aan after many years was a nostalgic trip down
meet the criteria of the quota system. However, belying the
what is effectively a playful, creative interpretation of The Aramemory lane and all of those iconic, extravagant star gestures
rhetoric to do with protecting indigenous British cinema from
bian Nights. Another determinant at play that certainly shaped
etched so fervently into my memory were resurrected in the
the critical response in 1952 was to do with the the harmful cultural effects of Indian cinema is also a belated
form of Dilip Kumar’s cocky grin, Nadira’s
xenophobia, which I suspect was shared by many UK film critrunning time. Aan’s UK release in 1952 was a
vampish gaze (also one of the first Jewish
ics of the time.
truncated one, lasting 130 minutes. An hour
heroines in Indian cinema), comedian MehmThe overall tone struck by Myers’ response to Aan is a
was cut from the version that played in Europe,
ood’s villainous turn, and Nimmi’s vexing eyes
patronising one, full of mockery and contempt. Nowhere is
a substantial portion of the film. It is highly
as the enduring Mangala.
there any attempt to comprehend the form and style of popular
likely many of the songs would have been
Aan was “the first feature film made by
Hindi cinema – a good and useful starting point is to compare
excised. Without songs you lose the essence of
an Indian company to be seen in Europe”
what makes popular Indian cinema so distinct. the internal logic of films such as Aan to the eclecticism of
(The Manchester Guardian, Jul 11: 1952, pg.
Parsi Theatre, a major influence on the narratological mysteries
In this context, the missing hour would have
5), a seminal moment in the outward reach
of Indian cinema. Instead, Myers works his through the film,
certainly affected the response from critics,
of Indian cinema. It was also the first Indian
taking the piss out of the film’s supposedly haphazard and ilsomewhat
evident
in
the
comments
levied
at
film to reach an international audience and
the film’s supposedly erratic narrative structure. logical aesthetic, thematic and structural design.
was particularly successful in the Middle
Mehboob directed far better films than Aan, but one needs
The decision to shorten the length of the
East and Africa. The distribution of Aan in
to contextualise, position, and read the film in his oeuvre as a
film, perhaps one taken by the distributor,
Europe predates the success of Raj Kapoor’s
work that was a creative, stylistic experiment with colour – an
underlines early and on-going anxieties to do
Awaara, the first Indian film to be released in
attempt to evolve the technical possibilities of Indian cinema.
with the apparently excessive running time
the Soviet Union in 1954. Aan had its world
Central here is the contribution of cinematographer Faredoon
of
Indian
films.
The
form
and
structure
of
gala premiere at the Rialto in London on July
Mehboob Khan
Irani to the technical advances of Hindi cinema. And since
popular
Hindi
cinema
is
to
do
with
the
ways
18, 1952, a prestigious affair, and Mehboob
the use of colour in popular Hindi cinema has become such a
in which narrative is supported by the convention of song and
worked with Alexander Korda’s London Films to secure distrivital part of the overall aesthetic and visual practice, seeing the
dance, and since Aan’s soundtrack was made up of nine (or is
bution for the film in the UK. In the UK and US, the film was
sumptuous colours of the cinematic imaginings of popular cinit fourteen?) songs, integral to the film experience and diegesis
released under the title of The Savage Princess. The presence of
ema for the first time would have been a completely new and
of the world being presented, songs invariably lengthen the
popular Hindi cinema is a habitual feature of the UK distriburewarding experience for film audiences. Aan was also a major
running time but also act as a supplementary, alternative and
tion-exhibition landscape today but Aan’s importance cannot
internal commentary. Songs are also one of the major pleasures leap in the career of Mehboob, whereby spectacle came to the
be overstated enough since it was “the first Indian picture to be
fore, reaching its zenith in Mother India (1957). When UK
for film audiences, functioning as escapist, allegorical and narscreened abroad on a commercial basis” (Times of India, Aug 3:
film critics saw Aan in 1952, they placed a far greater emphasis
rative totems.
1952, pg. 3). The commercial significance of Aan was matched
on the exotic spectacle of the film as it chimed with their own
Unfortunately, the somewhat irrelevant and illogical critiby its technical innovations. Aan was one of the first full-length
orientalist assumptions of India.
films to be shot in colour in India and notable in Irani’s striking cism that Indian films are too long still remains a popular
While the orientalist readings have their own contestable
default reaction from critics and film audiences. Rather than
twilight vistas: “Aan was shot in 16mm Kodachrome that folplace, Aan like so many of Mehboob’s films demands to be
accept songs and the longer running time of Indian films as a
lowed a reversal process: a positive print was obtained straight
revisited and viewed in alternate, wider contexts of reception.
conventional, dominant aspect of their construction, Indian
away when shooting with this stock. A negative was made out
It would take Ray’s Pather Panchali, released a few years later,
films are often even today deemed to be ridiculously and
of the positive, which then was blown up to 35mm and passes
to completely overhaul cultural perceptions harboured by
excessively over-long in the purview of critics outside of India.
through Technicolor’s three-colour separation (making three
Nonetheless, given the ways in which the film audiences’ habits critics abroad towards Indian cinema. But this only applied
matrices) and dyer transfer process” (Chatterjee, 2002: 20).
to Indian art cinema. What would be useful is to try and find
and tastes have shifted dramatically over the past years, the
The film’s international success was a critical factor in perout what UK film audiences made of Aan; this might offer
length of Indian films has become shorter, but perhaps only to
suading the Indian film industry to embrace colour.
further insight and potentially challenge the critical
suit commercial inclinations.
Aan is a fantasy adventure and in terms of its overly exotic
response, one that reeked of cultural and
Respectively,
there
wasn’t
much
praise
identity recalls the feverish escapist imagery of The Arabian
racial snobbery.
from The Times of India review of Aan:
Nights. It is not just The Arabian Nights that are decidedly visThe critical response to Aan
“It is a depressing and deplorable
ible in the production design of Aan but the mighty spectacle
in the rest of Europe was
lapse from standards and a
that is Korda’s The Thief of Baghdad (1940), one of the most indifferent to that of the UK,
reputation long established
fluential fantasy films of its time. I would go as far as to say the
perhaps in some respects
by one of our most disvisual look of both Black Narcissus (1947) and The Red Shoes
it was more favourable,
tinguished film creators”
(1948) can be seen fleetingly in the eccentric yet spectacular art
particularly in France,
(Aug, 17: 1952). The redesign of Aan.
where the film was
While the film could be viewed as a pastiche of popular Hol- view goes on to criticise
titled Mangala, Fille
the film for “its gross
lywood film genres, Mehboob’s authorial touch is discernable
Des Indes (Mangala,
lack of refinement”. The
in the class conflict, a recurring political theme distinguishable
the daughter of India).
Spectator review for the
in many of his major works, this time emphasised in the clash
In France, it was the
film by Virginia Graham
between the royal Indian family and the local villagers, symcharacter of Mangala,
is comparably expressive
bolised in the swashbuckling peasant played by Dilip Kumar.
played by Nimmi, which
about the cultural debaseIn the early 1950s, Mehboob was working at his peak, having
struck a chord with film
ment of popular Indian
been part of the Indian film industry since the 1930s, and later
audiences, as evident in the
cinema, comparing Aan to
forming his own production company.
artwork to the Carlotta DVD
the cooking of food: “Cooked at
Aan was an ideal film to inaugurate Indian cinema’s entry
an
Na
dir
n A release of the film. And it was also
high pressure for a prodigiously long
i
into the European film market since much of the narrative
)
a (R
ilak the French version of the film that was
ajsh
time, with a wicked Prince and Prindraws on recognisable fantasy adventure tropes from literature
Jai T
ree) & D
(
r
a
m
ilip Ku
distributed in Europe.
cess and a handsome dashing peasant and his
and film that would have been familiar to audiences especially
What remains inconclusive is the way the film was received
beloved as the main ingredients, it is a layer-cake of conflicting
outside of India. The hegemonic image of India as the exotic
comparatively in the rest of Europe, and how widely it was
flavours” (July, 18, 96: 1952).
other was duly noted at the time: “I recommend it [Aan], pardistributed. Additionally, Aan is a work worth examining in
I mention the food analogy since the term Masala cinema
ticularly to people whose notions of the great continent revolve
relation to other films that used The Arabian Nights as a narrawould emerge as an ignorant and contrived method of cataround Benares ware and postcards of the Taj Mahal” (July, 18,
tive source particularly the ones made by The Wadia Brothers
egorising popular Hindi cinema in the 1970s and 1980s. This
97: 1952) wrote Virginia Graham.
in the 1930s and beyond. In doing so, a comparative approach
is just one way film criticism has systemically refused to take
The critical reception of Aan in the UK in 1952 tells a difIndian cinema seriously. Although the theory of Masala cinema would more than likely extrapolate and magnify the popularity
ferent story to the commercial success of the film, in several
of the fantasy adventure film, a sub genre in Indian cinema.
has enough substance behind it now to in fact consolidate this
respects. Writing in August 17, 1952, The Times of India, refers
From the perspective of Indian film history Aan is best
method of categorisation as both valid and relatively intrinsic
to the review of the film by English film critic C. A. Lejeune,
viewed as a gateway film, the first experience of Indian cinema
to Bollywood film discourse. I’m quite schizophrenic of the
in the following terms: “It is impossible to convey its full effect
for an international audience. Further research is needed
term Masala and admittedly it can be useful in some specific
on paper, but you may get a rough idea of it by imagining a
though to try and fully comprehend the ways in which the
contexts – say for example the films of Manmohan Desai. The
composite of Robin Hood, the Arabian Nights, Il Trovatore, The
cinematic imaginings of Mehboob Khan shaped international
review
continues,
faltering
badly:
“That
Indians
make
exactly
Taming of the Shrew, any Soviet picture, Quo Vadis, Douglas
perceptions about popular Hindi cinema in Europe and
the same faces as we do when they fall in love astounds me beFairbanks Senior, Bengal lights, the Lilian Harvey musicals, the
yond measure” (July, 18, 97: 1952), says Graham, smacks of not beyond. Perhaps a useful way forward here is to consider the
acid colours of the latest bill posting and The Perils of Pauline.”
ideological worth of ephemera including posters, ads, trailers,
only a racial superiority but underlines a cultural ignorance.
Lejeune’s potpourri of cultural references maps an early atthe music album, to name a few, that could offer an alternate
Although Graham does recommend the film, her review is full
tempt to frame popular Indian cinema as a fusion, hybrid, and
insight into the ways in which Aan was marketed to a wider
of hyperbole that not only overlooks the technical achievemix of incongruent ideas and elements. There is nothing wrong
international audience.
ments of the production, but completely fails to acknowledge
with this view. I noticed several potential film influences while
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I started
looking for my
first home five
years ago. My
husband and I
found GTA
Leaders Realty
where we
worked closely
with Abdool
Saheed. We
were first time
home buyers
and we wanted
to make the right move and invest in our first home as
newlyweds. We started the process and landed the right
home for us in Central Ajax. We couldn't have been
happier.
We are now approaching our fifth wedding anniversary in
May and our perfect home for two is no longer a fit for
three.
We contacted Abdool again to sell our house and help us
to find our new dream home.
It has been nothing but amazing working with a
professional caring individual and his team. He sold our
house and we were able to buy our new dream home.
We got exactly what we wanted and our family couldn't
be happier.
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