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OAS calls for peaceful transition of power
Georgetown – Members of the Organisation of the American States yesterday called on the APNU+AFC coalition and
de facto President David Granger administration to allow a
peaceful transition of power in Guyana. The OAS also noted
the process is still to be completed as results are still pending,
and that the declaration by the GECOM Chair will be recognised once it is in accordance with the law.
The OAS members made
these concerns known at a specially convened meeting of the
organisation’s Permanent Council following a request by Secretary General Luis Almagro. Back
in March, the OAS mounted a
mission for Guyana’s general
elections, and afterwards, when
it observed the recount of votes.
That the Permanent Council
met signals the international disrepute that has befallen Guyana’s
David Granger
elections is cause for concern by
democracies elsewhere.
Guyana’s elections has been plagued with highly questionable practices, with evidence emerging of a failed attempt by
the District Four Returning Officer, Clairmont Mingo, to rig
the vote count, and then fabrications of the final results by the
Chief Election Officer, Keith Lowenfield.
Up to last week, Lowenfield was still defying instructions
from GECOM Chair Claudette Singh to submit a report based
on the finalised and validated vote recount.

www.omesh.com

PAGE 1 COMMENTARY

APNU+AFC’s quest
for power in Guyana
By Dwarka Lakhan
he relentless quest for power in Guyana by the
APNU+AFC coalition is putting Guyana at risk. In
spite of the imposition of sanctions by the US on officials responsible for the failure to declare the results of the
country’s March 2 elections, and the threat of additional sanctions by other countries such as Britain, the caretaker coalition
government has continued to delay ceding power by exploiting
spurious judicial mechanisms.
Although it was widely expected that the David Granger administration would refuse to surrender power without a fight,
its actions following the decisions of the Caribbean Court of
Justice and the Guyana Court of Appeal on the validity of the
vote recount are not only despotic and despicable, but more
so, a complete disrespect for the will of the people of Guyana.
Throughout the process, the courts have been used as pawns
to delay the transition of power. What is more unimaginable is
that supposedly professional members of the legal community
have been willing to risk their reputations to fight or support
what is seen in the eyes of the world as illegal actions in their
quest to sustain what now appears to be a despotic regime.
In similar vein, politicians directly involved in the failure to
See Page 9: APNU+AFC’s grip
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The OAS event yesterday saw speaker after speaker calling
on the APNU+AFC coalition to concede, and to allow the
will of the people to be recognised. Present at the meeting
were two de facto APNU+AFC ministers, Attorney General,
Basil Williams, and Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr Karen
Cummings.
While not originally scheduled to speak, Williams maintained no declaration of a winner has been made, and the rule
of law is being respected in Guyana.
Williams also told the Permanent Council the Caribbean
See Page 8: Golding grades
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First Lady of the Republic of Suriname Melissa
Santokhi-Seenacherry and her partner, President
of the Republic of Suriname Chandrikpersad Santokhi, were married on July 19, 2020. Many wellwishers greeted the couple via social media with
posts that said, “Congratulations and good speed”,
and “I wish you the best life with us”. It was a hectic
week for the newlyweds, with Melissa sworn in as
a lawyer, and her husband sworn in as President
of the Republic of Suriname. The First Lady has
indicated she plans to combine her career as a
lawyer with her new, national leadership role.

Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
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Santokhi leads Suriname

Paramaribo, Suriname – Leader of Suriname’s Progressive Reform Party Chandrikpersad Santokhi was
elected this nation’s new President on July 13, replacing
former military strongman Desi Bouterse whose National Democratic Party lost its parliamentary majority
following the May 25 general election.
Former rebel leader Ronnie Brunswijk, head of the
General Liberation and Development Party, was elected
Vice-President. Both events took place on July 13, during
the first sitting of the Parliament since the polls.
Santokhi’s VHP and Brunswijk’s ABOP parties are
part of the coalition that includes the National Party of
Suriname, and the Pertjajah Luhur. Their coalition controls 33 of the 51 seats in the parliament.
Both Santokhi and Brunswijk were elected without opposition. The extraordinary meeting was led by
Brunswijk, who later transferred a ceremonial hammer
to vice-president of the National Assembly, Dew Sharman.
The election was supervised by Krishna Mathoera,
See Page 8: Santokhi takes
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Virus hits 2020 Canadian immigration levels

A

mid ongoing border restrictions, travel-related health
fears, and the global economic downturn caused by
COVID-19, Canada can expect immigration levels to
be down sharply in 2020, a new report from RBC said.
The disruption will reverberate across the economy, given
Canada’s reliance on immigration for labour-force growth and
to offset its aging demographic, the bank’s analysts predicted.
Canada has been
one of the world’s top
destinations for immigrants, and this
year was supposed to
be no exception. As
late as March 12, Ottawa was still committed to a plan calling
for up to 370,000 new
permanent residents
in 2020, a tally that would have exceeded 2019’s record-setting
341,000 newcomers.
Four days later, concerns about the spread of COVID-19 led
Canada to implement travel restrictions that for all intents and
purposes shut down immigration.
Among the potential casualties: industries with labour shortages, urban rental and housing markets, and university budgets.
Canada will need a younger and growing population to maintain growth and support the unprecedented expansion of the fiscal deficit that came in response to the crisis.
Key points highlighted in the report include:
• Permanent
		
resident additions were down 30 percent in
March
		
versus a year earlier;
• Temporary
		
Foreign Worker entries in the agricultural
		
fell 45 percent in March from a year earlier;
sector
• The
		 number of students entering on study visas fell 45
		
in March from a year earlier;
percent
• The
		 net loss of new permanent residents this year could
total
		
up to 170,000.
The bank said travel restrictions and border closures cut off
the flow of newcomers into Canada in mid-March. Only those
whose permanent residency or study permits had been approved before March 18 are allowed to enter Canada, and in
March permanent-resident additions were 30 percent below last
year’s level.
“If these restrictions last all summer, we expect to see 170,000
fewer permanent residents entering the country in 2020 than
planned – all in a year in which Canada was supposed to welcome a record number of newcomers,” the report noted.
While temporary foreign workers are exempt from entry restrictions, fewer are coming. The overall number of TFWs entering Canada in March was down 35 percent versus the same
month last year. In the agriculture sector – where they represent
a key source of labour – the drop was an even sharper 45 percent, mainly due to big declines from the key source countries of
Mexico, Guatemala, and Jamaica.
One possible explanation: TFWs are required to isolate in
Canada for 14 days before starting to work – making the economic calculus for these workers that much more difficult.
While Canada is offering $1,500 per worker to help buffer these
costs, similar quarantines may exist in their home countries,
limiting their ability to work once they get home. Ontario, Quebec, and British Columbia are especially at risk of TFW shortages in agriculture.

Refugee resettlement – which delivered around 150,000
newcomers to Canada in the last five years, and has been a key
source of pride for the federal Liberals – has stopped entirely.
There were also 45 percent fewer students entering on study
visas in March, and fall enrolments are likely to be down sharply
amid travel restrictions and a broad, possibly permanent shift to
remote learning.
A lengthy slowdown in arrivals
threatens growth, and
an aging Canada has
relied almost entirely
on immigrants to
grow
Canada’s population grew by about
580,000 people (or 1.6
percent) in 2019, with
immigrants accounting for more than 80 percent of the increase.
While more than 30 percent of the overall population is at least
55, only 8 percent of immigrants are. Indeed, almost two-thirds
of immigrants are in the prime working ages between 25 and 54.
Without immigration over the past 15 years, Canada would have
aged on a similar trajectory as 1990s Japan, but it has one of the
younger populations.
Nearly all of Canada’s largest cities have seen GDP grow faster
than the national average, reflecting their large immigrant populations. In fact, with closed borders, Toronto, Vancouver, and
Montreal would all have seen declines in population in 2019, as
Canadian-born millennials fled for more affordable outlying areas. A slowdown in immigrant-related demand for homes could
squeeze the rental and housing markets.
Even before the pandemic, Canada relied on immigration to
offset the fiscal challenge posed by an aging population. With
the tab of fighting COVID-19 already nearing $160 billion, Canada needs a growing labour force more than ever.
Canada entered this crisis with a federal debt-to-GDP ratio of
31 percent, lower than many other major economies, but limited
fiscal wiggle room to maintain it, according to the Parliamentary Budget Office. However, its projections assumed Ottawa
would maintain healthy immigration numbers, and did not take
into account the added costs of supporting a COVID-stricken
economy.
Canada’s colleges and universities have come to rely on international students to bolster enrolment as growth in domestic
students plateaued over the past ten years. While those international students who are already in Canada to study are allowed
to remain, closed borders – and schools moving to online learning – could weigh on enrolments this fall. That reduction could
also hurt the small businesses and landlords who depend on
these students for revenue.
International students contribute over $6 billion in tuition
alone each year. (Consider the University of Toronto, which has
seen international enrolments double since 2010 to 25 percent of
the student body. If just one-fifth of its foreign students decide
not to study in Canada this year, then it could see a shortfall of
around $200 million on a $3 billion budget.)
A decline in foreign students could also affect what has been
an important source of new permanent residents. Last year,
some 11,000 new permanent residents had previously studied
in Canada.
Asian Pacific Post

How the virus is impacting on temporary foreign workers

N

ew statistics provided by Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada offer fresh insights on where Temporary Foreign Workers have been arriving to Canada
from since the start of 2020.
The coronavirus pandemic is impacting Canada’s TFW levels, but not to the same extent as permanent residents. The data
captures new work permits issued to TFWs who were eligible
to work in Canada under either the Temporary Foreign Worker
Program or International Mobility Program.
The TFWP is the smaller of the two programs that admits
foreign workers to Canada. It exists to address the immediate
labour market needs of Canadian employers who are unable to
find Canadian workers to fill a job vacancy. Its main use in recent years has been to admit seasonal agricultural workers into
Canada, although it is also used by employers who have job vacancies in various other sectors and occupations.
The IMP exists to meet Canada’s broad economic and social
needs. Most TFWs obtain a work permit under an IMP stream.
The streams vary from the Global Talent Stream, which exists
to welcome technology workers to Canada, to International Experience Canada, which exists to strengthen Canada’s economic
and social ties with many of its peer countries, to the Post-Graduation Work Permit, which exists to provide international students with the Canadian experience they often need to become
eligible for permanent residence.
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Between January and April of 2020, Canada issued just over
33,000 work permits under the TFWP. The top five source countries were Mexico, Jamaica, India, Guatemala, and the Philippines. Mexicans accounted for 41 percent of all these TFWs.
Some 66 percent of the 33,000 work permits were issued to
agricultural workers. Total TFWP arrivals are down 18 percent
compared with the same period last year, which is attributable to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Over 76,000 work permits were issued under the IMP, with
27,000 (36 percent) going to Indian nationals. Rounding out the
top five source countries are France, China, the US, and the UK.
Brazil and South Korea ranked closely behind.
The Post-Graduation Work Permit remains the leading
stream of work permits obtained under the IMP. It accounted
for some 35 percent of all IMP work permits issued at the start
of 2020. This figure is even larger when you account for the work
permits issued to the spouses of PGWP holders.
The PGWP is highly coveted among international students,
because they can gain professional work experience in Canada,
and use that experience to strengthen their immigration applications. Given that Indians are the leading source of Canada’s
international students, it comes as no surprise they are also the
leading source of work permit holders under the IMP.
Overall, total work permits issued under the IMP are down
16 percent compared with the first four months of 2019.
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Covid-19 vulnerability

I

t is astonishing that cricketer Jofra Archer would be
so irresponsible to break the English team’s bio-secure
protocols, and thereby, through possible exposure to
Covid-19, endanger not only his colleagues, but our touring West Indian players as well.
Archer was fined, and received an official written warning from the England and Wales Cricket Board after admitting he violated his team’s bio-secure bubble.
It must be noted there were calls earlier for West Indies’
coach, Phil Simmons, to be fired after he left the bio-secure
bubble to attend a funeral. Like Archer, he too was isolated
for five days, but was neither reprimanded, nor fined.
Archer was also withdrawn from the just completed second Test; predictably, he expressed contrition, saying: “I am
extremely sorry for what I have done. I have put, not only
myself, but the whole team and management in danger.”
Archer’s offence is not a one-off occurrence by a lone offender since Simmons’ temporary exit from the bio-secure
bubble is another instance of violation of the sheltering envelope. It should also be noted their actions are part of a
wider, global pattern of persons not practising safe behaviour for themselves, and others, as determined by hard and
verifiable science.
The fact is the bio-secure bubble now sheltering the players in England in our time of infective precarity is a microcosm of the larger, global safe house we have all retreated
into following Covid-19 effortlessly scaling our unprepared
defences, and attacking us in our homes.
Understandably, such an invasion into our lives, with
our relationships, mobility, and livelihoods impacted on by
a genetic “parasite”, has inserted corollary tensions into our
construct as social beings vis-à-vis our affinity as reluctant
hosts. For some, it is hard to grasp that our physical bodies are nothing more than organic repositories for the Covid-19 pathogen.
Thus, there are tens of millions of us worldwide who refuse to recognise the pathology driving Covid-19 as being
one of the most basic narratives of pandemic endangerment now threatening us as a species. That we are nothing
less than biological vessels, hosts in a food-chain relationship with a predatory invader genetically programmed to
exponentially self-replicate at the cellular level; and that
for the most vulnerable among us, collateral damage to our
interconnected biological systems means a death sentence.
It is an unfortunate development that in their frontal
battle with the marauding Covid-19, a few leaders are refusing to take the initiative in these precarious times to not
only lead and unify nationals while being global exemplars,
but are instead fomenting tensions and divisiveness.
Until we have a vaccine, we can only meet the inexorable march of Covid-19 with our inherent biological predispositions safeguarded via physical distancing, sanitising
practices, and face mask shielding; that constructed, individualist notions of exceptionalism, invulnerability, and
self-centred behaviours like Archer’s, are dangerous social
responses that offer no immunity to a relentless pathogen.
It is imperative that we not be misled by dystopic, nationalist leadership focused on political and economical
ascendancy, rather than on preserving the lives of hundreds
of thousands of nationals.
Sadly, the US continues to see distressing milestones, this
nation surpassing its own daily record of total new coronavirus cases at least nine times so far in July. On July 16, it
reported a single-day record of 77,255 new cases, according
to Johns Hopkins University data; the next day, it reported
71,558 cases; and on July 18, 63,698 new infections. Similar,
escalating numbers are also evident in India and Brazil.
Here in Canada, concerns continue to mount across
provinces, with the numbers last week indicating Alberta
had roughly doubled its infection rate to Ontario on a per
capita basis. The solicitude is the embers in Alberta could
spread out and flare up as a new Canadian hotspot.
At this time, our community and diaspora are in precarity. It means being safe is deploying the inherent science in
physical distancing, effective sanitising practices, and wearing face masks.
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‘Confusionism’

f ordinary Guyanese had the choice of government, then
they would pick a Synarchy, a harmonious joint rule, avoiding Timocracy (rule by proprietors), under which Guyana
was governed pre-1950s. Netocracy is not feasible, as Guyana is
neither electrically nor mentally stable enough; meritocracy remains elusive, for want of merit in political parties. Parties should
be abolished, and a competition for rulers launched, open to ALL,
using examinations to pick the members of government. Meritocracy, potentially an honest oligarchy/aristocracy/plutocracy
– Plato liked it – owes no allegiance to bloodlines,
influence, or wealth. The CXC might fall short, so
some external thing like a high level OxCam test
might do, since Guyanese are still emotionally tied
to Brits.
But have you heard of a government by smart,
educated, talented persons? The Princeton Encyclopedia on American History noted, “Tracing back to 200 BC, the Han Dynasty
adopted Confucianism as the basis of its political philosophy and
structure, which included the revolutionary idea of replacing nobility of blood with one of virtue and honesty, and thereby calling
for administrative appointments to be based solely on merit. This
system allowed anyone who passed an examination to become a
government officer, a position that would bring wealth and honour to the whole family. In part due to Chinese influence, the first
European civil service did not originate in Europe, but rather in
India by the British-run East India Company... company managers hired and promoted employees based on competitive examinations in order to prevent corruption and favoritism”!
Thus, examinations determined rank; education moulded success socially. When the Han Dynasty ended, a novel nine-rank
system was introduced, which graded applicants and employees,
assigning them their places. Many preferred this. It had the advantage of recognising qualities like morality, loyalty, and fairness,
although restoring some subjectivity. How would PNCR Basil
Williams handle nine ranks, having to count so high? Besides, neither he, nor colleagues would want to replace the “spoils system” of
appointments that had made their key supporters so loyal. Why, in
that system, even the oaf Mingo would get a diplomatic posting to
Inner Wetbackia, and be set for life!
Instead of these measures, Williams, Volda Lawrence and David Granger have substituted ‘Confusionism’, a work in progress
which they initiated on March 3, from primitive beginnings in

December 2018, and after High Court tests of their mathematics
last year. More hopping, in and out of court, followed, as if they
were dancing on hot coals. So, with backs to the wall, what can
the beleaguered PNCR do? Plan x-13 is open before them with all
its enticements, plus goodies from the worldwide web, boosting
ideas. What would Burnham do, the matchless mentor? Consult
Africa! Remember, he gave money there; time for payback?
The field is rich with exemplars: Robert Mugabe, late President/
Dictator of Zimbabwe, 1980-2019, won every national election,
oversaw the devaluation of the Zimbabwean dollar
to 35 quadrillion to (US) $1, and massive migration
Mohan
of his people. Sékou Touré, President/Dictator of
Ragbeer Guinea, 1958-1984, survived several assassination
attempts and coups, banned all opposition parties,
and declared his the only legal one in the country
(cf. paramountcy of PNC); he tolerated no opposition, and was
blamed for human rights abuses and extrajudicial killings.
Gnassingbé Eyadema became the president/dictator of Togo
in 1967 after leading a military coup d’état against the incumbent
President, whom he had previously helped to gain power by a
bloody military coup, Africa’s first; that started a trend there. Human rights abuse were common. He organised a presidential election in 1998, and cancelled it “in the interests of national security”
when he realised that he was losing. Does this sound like something
David Granger would try? Paul Biya (Cameroons), stayed in power
for over 35 years, held sham elections, paying international observers to vouch for their authenticity!
Idi Amin Dada (Uganda) 1971-1979, seized power from Milton Obote in a military coup in January 1971, and expelled all Indians from the country. Hastings Banda, Charles Taylor, Eduardo
dos Santos and Teodoro Obiang reign over extremely poor people
while they enjoy luxuries. Isabel dos Santos, Eduardo’s daughter, is
Africa’s richest woman, a billionaire, while millions live in poverty,
it’s a tale of kleptocracy that sullies the continent. (cf Mama Ngina,
Jomo Kenyatta’s wife, nicknamed ‘Mrs Ten Percent’) in the 1970s.
There are many others.
Stratocracy, rule by a military clique – or perhaps a military dictatorship under Granger – is now threatening Guyana.
Is APNU+AFC planning to declare a State of Emergency, to allow him to spend? Fires at government offices are an old PNC
ploy; Burnham was more selective; his people burned only the
cabinet(s) housing auditable documents!

Summoning words bring a quick appearance

I

quickly figured out my grandmother’s more dangerous moods
in select words she used. There was, “Now why this boy gone
and disappear from sight?”
Actually, to “disappear from sight” is a nicer paraphrase of
the muttered imprecations after Ma found me. Put another way,
it meant: one day I would encounter the perfect storm, and consequently be vaporised off the face of this hostile, child-erasing
earth.
Most of the times I would be discovered with both hands kneedeep, so to speak, in some “mischew”, another word
out of her repertoire. This was Ma’s wholly original,
Romeo
vexed way of saying “mischief ”, stated in exasperaKaseram
tion, and through emergent toothy gaps, since she
was coming to an age where she was losing front
teeth.
Later, after she was fitted with dentures that clicked, clacked,
and at times flew half-way out of her mouth like a cuckoo exiting
a clock, the mispronunciation was retained among the words describing my disappearances from “sight”.
Thus “mischew” remained elevated, and not in a place for occasional, honourable mention, but held for its fullness during
impact, the delivery arriving heavy-handed with its mouthful of
dread and foreboding.
Typically, “mischew” for Ma meant discovering my offending
person with hands quickly and guiltily hidden behind my back,
my young, innocent self with eyes drawn large and round as a
Japanese anime, holding freshly-plucked chicken tailfeathers, my
dastardly intent being to fashion a quill for writing.
Of course, it was the squawking from the victim that gave me
away, not only my location, but also my intent, since the hen refused to stop loudly cursing my person, constantly turning around
to gaze, first with the left eye, then with the right one, with escalating astonishment at the gaps in her tailfeathers.
I know better now, about how cruel wanton boys are to flies;
however, then I thought the gaps in the chicken’s posterior were
hand-to-mouth funny – that it was so similar to the open spaces
inside my grandmother’s mouth.
However, the distraction of giggling was insufficient to distance
me from how much the affronted chicken was complaining with
barrack-yard querulousness, loudly cackling out its anguish and
annoyance at the shrinkage in its resplendent Rhode Island Red
plumage, sending ripples down the telegraph poles of raised, inquiring necks, some feathered, a few clean-necked, in the chicken
run.
There was no place to hide from such a concatenative cacophony of cackling. My grandmother was bound to find me out as the
culprit behind the chicken-house mayhem, her bloodhound nose

following the chickens dropping hints as they splattered the trail
with visual markers, their querying eyes pointing to my guilt and
concealment.
For there was no evading those gossipy hens intent on ratting
me out, not only to my grandmother, but to the approaching roosters self-importantly strutting their way to investigate the crime
scene, and who everyone knew that when sufficiently incited they
cussed worse than sailors out-cussing soldiers territorially guarding the entrance to a watering hole.
Needless to say, right away I was grounded, the
fowl-coop now a no-fly zone, protected by an injunction reinforced with dire, windshield-wiper
wagging from Ma’s forefinger.
But first, her priority was to soothe the offended hen with cracked-corn tentatively offered in a
cupped palm, the chicken greedily pecking at the peace offering
as judicial recompense for its purloined tailfeathers, while its peers
higher up the pecking order watched sideways with undisguised
resentment.
Inaccessibility to the chicken coop meant I had to trim my
plans for fashioning a quill. It meant I had to get cracking on other
projects.
It came to pass that I chose to pass on offering a helping hand
on one of those too frequent days when Ma was infected with yet
another visitation of deep-cleaning, her mania for spotlessness evident in industrious washings of household effects, right down to
the unwholesome pot-cloths in her soot-black, fuliginous kitchen.
It took yet another disappearing act to evade the chore of “fulling water” for those voluminous washings. This meant constantly
fetching buckets of water from a well that was well away from the
house, a tedious chore under unrelenting sunshine.
All was not well when Ma issued yet another cascade of words
about my getaway. She would stand in place and wonder loudly at
my whereabouts, a loaded hint that I had better reappear quickly,
or else. However, I let the silence widen each time she called to me,
allowing it to spread out from the kitchen window, down the front
steps, and finally, amplified across the fields with palms curved on
both sides of her mouth.
I would be under the house, sharing the cool air with chickens
guarded and suspicious over their tailfeathers.
Ma would calmly address the universe with feigned wonderment, knowing quite well I was ensconced under the house. However, my discerning eyes noted her impatient, shuffling feet.
Ma said: “I wonder where this boy cut-away and gone? Like he
looking for a good cut-tail.” “Cut-away” and “cut-tail” were more
powerful, summoning words. It was Ma casting her spell to make
me quickly appear, even as she feigned slack-jawed surprise.

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 22, 2020

READERS' RESPONSES

APNU+AFC in an electoral coup d’état
Dear Editor:
The High Court [on Monday delivered] its
ruling in APNU’s latest case, this time instituted by its Agent Misenga Jones. Let us face
reality: this is part of the plan to delay the declaration of the results of the March 2 elections
– now [over 140] days since, and an incredible
577 days since the December 21, 2018 No-confidence Motion.
Once considered scaremongering, the fear
that APNU would not give up power seems to
be validated. It is not a series of unconnected
events that there were three court cases on the
NCM involving the High Court, the Court of
Appeal, and the Caribbean Court of Justice.
And so far, there have been eight cases, including appeals, arising out of the elections: one
before the CCJ, two before the Court of Appeal, one before the Full Court, and four before
the High Court. [With the decision Monday
against the APNU, it is almost certain that the
Court of Appeal and the CCJ will have further
work.]
Those legal games are not about law, it is
about lawlessness. It is not about the fairness of
elections, it is about the rigging of elections. It
is not about conceding to who or conceding to
what. It is a power grab, an electoral coup d’état,
the attempted entrenchment of a dictatorship
where one group considers itself superior and
another inferior.
For APNU, it is their assertion of perpetual
power, the control of State resources, and denial of the vote of one out of every two electors in
Guyana. Apparently for them only some votes
matter. And yet, Guyanese remain remarkably
patient, simply wondering if, when, and how it
will end.
Fortunately or unfortunately, the same is not
true of the international community. They are
neither taken in by the ruses and tactics of the
APNU, nor possessed of the unlimited patience
of Guyanese.
The US State Department has already announced visa restrictions on those engaged in
denying democracy in Guyana with the warn-

ing that punitive action will be escalated and
targets widened. With signals of similar action
by regional, hemispheric, and international nations and groups, Guyana will find itself not only
more isolated than it has ever been, but more
isolated than any other country in the world –
Iran, Syria, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe included.
Five years ago, Granger was touting his decency, honesty, and integrity. He came to power
the model of an upright individual, intolerant
of improprieties, committed to values. Yet, in
five relatively short years the path of his government is littered with constitutional violations,
corruption, cynicism, ethnic preferences, waste
and extravagance, arrogance and delusion.
Those of us who promoted and supported
him find it impossible to recognise the David
Granger of five years ago. The veneer of virtues
has been shattered. With a determination that
borders on the irrational, Granger seems willing to take Guyana into that black hole. And
yet, not a single institutional member of the
Coalition, not even the JFAP, is decent or brave
enough to say, to borrow Andaiye’s famous
words, “Not in our name”.
They are all it seems, under the spell of Joe
Harmon, the master of bravado, the untouchable, and above and beyond the law. A lawyer
himself, he seems willing to court international
notoriety by mocking the threat of sanctions.
He clearly is unmindful and uncaring of the
consequences of his further acts of recklessness to the country and its people. Time will
tell whether he is indeed as invincible and untouchable as he thinks he is.
For more reasons than one, I do not celebrate sanctions, and do believe that problems
concerning Guyana should be solved in Guyana. But I do not accept that the theft of an election is a purely domestic matter, since it infects
and infests all with whom it comes into contact.
It is for that reason and that reason alone that I
support sanctions.
Bullies, cheats and thieves must realise that
evil does not pay.
Christopher Ram via email

Dear Editor:
When I first called David Granger a hypocrite on March 17, and then questioned “his
personal credibility and honestly”, on March
22, I was severely criticised by former senior
colleagues in the PNC and subject to insults
and abuse on Facebook by prominent persons
who all conveniently live in the US and England, and who must not escape the sanction list.
David Granger’s hypocrisy, but much worse,
his manifest duplicity and deceit, and just plain
lying, has now come full circle.
This is a man, desperately holding onto
power in the face of his party’s defeat at the
election, who persistently claims that his party
and his government are innocent of wrongdoing, and has never intervened or interfered in
the decisions of GECOM.
This is the man who has publicly sworn,
more than once, that no matter what, he, his
government, and his party, would abide by the
decisions of the Chairman of GECOM.
Granger’s exact words were: “[As] President
of Guyana and Leader of the Government, it is
my policy that any declaration coming from the
Chairman of the Elections Commission would
be recognised as legitimate by the Coalition
Government”.
The Chairman of GECOM has, in fact, just
declared through her lawyer, Kim Kyte-Thomas,
before the Chief Justice (ag), that she expects the
Chief Election Officer, Keith Lowenfield, to submit the elections results from the Recount and
that the case before her brought by Granger’s
party representative, Misenga Jones, be thrown
out.
It is, however, much worse than Granger
failing to deliver on his promise to respect the
position of the GECOM Chairman. Granger
now has his Attorney General, supported by

high-priced Trinidad and Tobago lawyers at
Court, before the Chief Justice (ag) arguing
that the Recount Order (Order 60) is itself illegal, and that the results of the entire 33 days
recount cannot be used by GECOM.
Adding insult to injury, Granger now has his
AG arguing before the court, that the Chairman of GECOM is obligated to accept the
declaration made by Lowenfield based on the
fraudulent Mingo tabulation of District 4, to
declare Granger President.
This is the same Granger, that, on March 15,
signed an Aide Memoire, together with Bharrat
Jagdeo, “facilitated by Prime Minister Mia Mottley of Barbados” witnessed by Secretary General of Caricom, Ambassador Irwin LaRocque,
and also witnessed by Joe Harmon and Raphael
Trotman, to “supervise the recount of ballots…
from all electoral districts in Regions 1-10 …
in accordance with the judgment of the Court
issued by Roxane George, Chief Justice (ag), on
11th March 11, 2020” and to “abide by the outcome of a fair and transparent process for the
recount”.
Today, as you read this, once more, Granger and his lawyers have the nation before the
Courts, this time actually attempting to throw
out the recount to which he agreed to abide
by, and return us to a Lowenfield declaration
of the count, which the entire world, including
this writer, witnessed, and has condemned as
fraudulent.
The words of an ancient proverb come to
mind, “Those whom the gods wish to destroy
they first make mad”.
David Granger has earned himself a place
at the head of the list of the sanctions by the
Americans once he continues with this madness.
Kit Nascimento via email

Full circle to Granger’s deceit, duplicity
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Ask Jay...

T&T on road to an oligarchic State

Dear Editor:
of police brutality/mysterious deaths involving
An oligarchy is a society where a few people the police.
have all the power. Trinidad and Tobago seems
Let us remember that the taxpayer pays for
to be heading in that direction based on ac- the legal costs in judgments against the State,
tions of the Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi, yet we can’t equip all officers with bodycams.
the Minister of National Security Stuart Young, (To fix police brutality simply take state costs
and Police Commissioner Gary
out of the police pension fund
Griffith.
and see how quickly the problem
Al-Rawi has boasted about
fixes itself!)
passing more amendments than
Everybody mentioned seems
any other AG. But have you noto have taken a page out of Fiticed that most of his accomnance Minister Colm Imbert’s
plishments either take away peo“they haven’t rioted yet” playple’s rights (civil asset forfeiture,
book in terms of what they can
communications interception),
get away with. The usual reor place additional burdens on
sponse to any criticism from
the public for revenue collection,
Young is something involving a
such as new traffic fines?
“UNC plot”.
More importantly, why would
As a result of improved eduFaris Al-Rawi
anybody alter things so the Chief
cation, Internet, and so on, the
Justice can appoint judges/magistrates? What’s silent majority (the people who don’t show up
the reason for this?
at political rallies) is not as easy to misguide or
As for CoP Griffith, I am disappointed in scare as in times past. Failure to understand
his attitude towards the public and his lack of this could easily decide the next election.
performance in measurable progress. The only
Young claims people are “jittery” over the
thing he is interested in seems to be militarising upcoming election. I say people are jittery over
the police - why do police require camouflage a government trying to assert dominance over
uniforms?
them and passing laws that could see it target
If you look at what is going on globally over anyone for any reason. History shows this does
the past month, is the opposite direction that not end well for those in power and all political
societies are heading. Not to mention that parties should remember this.
Trinidad and Tobago has had many instances
R. Samaroo via e-mail

Call made to T&T to reject divisive politics

Dear Editor:
As a citizen and businessman for 60 years, I
am burdened to share some points with readers
with the hope they could assist in guiding voters to choose candidates who can manage this
country.
Martin Luther King Jr said, “Oh God, help
us walk together, pray together, sing together
and live together until that day when God’s
children, black, white, red and yellow, will rejoice in one common band of humanity in the
kingdom of our Lord. Amen.”
To my fellow citizens, the election bell has
rung again. Be on the alert. Any politician that
comes to you with race talk, be it red, white,
yellow or black jersey, stop them immediately.
Let them know that after 58 years of being an
independent nation, we are one rainbow country, rainbow people and a rainbow nation. We
cannot afford to continue the discriminative
divide for political gain.
The world economy is facing perhaps its biggest challenge ever and Trinidad and Tobago
is no exception. We are dependent on oil and
gas. In 1970 when our economy changed to an
energy-based one, we dropped agriculture like
a hot potato, and today our food production
has decreased to a meagre two percent of GDP.
Let the politicians tell us how they intend to
reinvent our economy to regain the lost revenue
from oil and gas. What are the plans for diversification away from energy? As an example, any
suggestion that is put forward for export that

does not include at least 75 percent of local raw
material is impractical. And may I be so bold as
to suggest that it will be a waste of time.
I remember that we tried to manufacture
cheese, and it did not work because 90 percent
of the milk input had to be imported. Let the
politicians know how comparative advantage
works; we have to look at items like cocoa and
coffee that allow our country some level of control over our destiny.
Ask the politicians to guarantee that they
will stop kicksin’ in Parliament and abusing one
another with our children looking on at them.
Let them show you that they are not corrupt.
Maybe they can change the name from opposition to consultants and advisers.
Let Covid-19 be a lesson for all of us and
never allow a situation like George Floyd’s
death to develop in our beautiful country, be
it in Laventille, Caroni, or Scarborough. Police
brutality must never happen. We must introduce laws that will ensure it is prevented at all
times. Let us start by acknowledging that every
human life matters.
I suggest that citizens stop wearing red, yellow, white, green jerseys to identify which party
they belong to, as this creates a sociopolitical
divide. Why not wear a black jersey with the
name of the party in white only?
I implore all 18 to 98, whatever your age,
please go out and vote. Our future depends on
you.
Balliram Maharaj, via e-mail

Dear Editor:
It would be remiss of me not to express my
personal admiration and respect for the bold
courage of Dominic Gaskin.
He has displayed no fear in coming forward
publicly and condemning the unfortunate position his party, and by extension the Coalition,
has taken with respect to the 2020 election results. Gaskin being the son-in-law of caretaker
President David Granger, leader of the Coalition, would not have made his family life any
more comfortable by his action.
Nonetheless, Gaskin’s action is a perfect example of the kind of integrity so lacking today
in our politics and country. He is the epitome of
honesty and truth as related in the Scriptures,
which quotes Jesus saying: “You will know the
truth and the truth will set you free”. That truth
as we all know is alive deep within all of us.
I know Gaskin and his brother well enough

to say that they are upright and fair individuals
who are not afraid to call it like it is.
Like Gaskin said, all Guyana and the world
knows who won the elections, and not the
APNU+AFC, which cannot produce evidence
to substantiate their claims of election fraud.
I have always stated my distaste of the partisan politics which is our legacy, but it does not
alter the facts as to who won the elections.
Perhaps, difficult as it is, this period of our
history may be a defining one that will lay bare
these facts that we have for too long denied.
We must get real and face our own truth that
our country will continue to be strangled, thus
rendering it incapable of attaining the level of
growth and development we have been dreaming of forever.
With people like Gaskin among us, I truly
believe that there is hope for a new Guyana.
Bernard Ramsay via email

Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Rent-to-Own - What You Should Know

R

ent-to-own helps the buyer to own a home in the future and gives the
seller an exit strategy in a poor housing market. The hot housing market
in the GTA attracts investors who enjoy the profits from real estate without
the hassle from tenants. Tenants who enter the rent-to-own program also benefit
because they can gradually save their down payment or improve their credit score
knowing that they will eventually own the home. Rent-to-own is like a car lease
where the rent is an income to the owner and a part of it goes towards the down
payment. Usually, a rental contract will have an option to purchase and must not be
confused with a rent-purchase deal. The first is only an option where the tenant has
the first chance to buy. The second is a purchase, where the tenant is obligated to
buy at the end of the term.

To enter the program, the tenant must pay an option fee that is about 2.5 percent
of the purchase price and in addition to the negotiated rent, the tenant pays an additional monthly amount that would be credited towards the down payment on closing. The option fee should be around 7 percent of the purchase price. If the tenant
cannot close the transaction, then the option fee is forfeited by the seller. Tenants in
a rent-to-own program can benefit substantially since the price is set up front. The
increase over the years can be more than 20 percent.
As a tenant, engage a lawyer in the process. The lawyer will conduct a title
search revealing the name of the owners and the mortgage owing. The next step is
to conduct an inspection. Usually, the tenant is responsible for all repairs, including
appliances, and improvements made. If the home requires work, then it might not
be worth your efforts. Since the price is set up front, order an appraisal so that you
can establish fair market value. Investors may negotiate a higher purchase price
up front as their profit. Some will inflate the purchase price yearly. It is important to
know what is in the contract and ask your lawyer to register the rent-purchase deal
on the title.
Tenants must be careful because even a late payment for rent can void the
contract and the option fee is forfeited. If at the end of the term, the tenant cannot
arrange a mortgage, then the seller can void the contract, forfeit the down payment
and sell the property to a new buyer.
Sellers benefit as well because they can enjoy a positive cash flow and do not
have to worry about maintenance or repairs. Over the years, the seller will have
paid down their mortgage and will have built equity in the home.
There are some downsides as well; the seller is obligated to sell the home to the
tenant, but the tenant is not contractually obligated to purchase. If the tenant does
not exercise the option, the seller can be at a disadvantage in a decaying market. If the market climbs substantially, then the seller will be missing out from the
increased value.
Like all real estate purchases, both parties should be diligent in their approach. It
is best to engage a solicitor who is familiar with rent-to-own. The contract must contain the purchase price, original deposit, closing date, the amount of rent, additional
deposits and who will maintain the property. Since this is rent-to-own, landlord and
tenant rules apply. For example, if there is no heat in the home, it is the landlord’s
responsibility.
Rent-to-own is a viable proposition in today’s hot real estate market. Investors
benefit because a rent-to-own tenant will take care of the investment, knowing that
they will eventually become the owners. Investors receive an upfront deposit to help
in the purchase, a higher than market value sale, secure rents, and a tenant who
will take care of the property. When greed is taken out of the recipe, it’s a win-win.

Jay Brijpaul

Gaskin cited for courage in calling out Granger
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Golding grades Guyana ‘F’ for democracy

the US’ move, he said. Among these nations are Canada and the
FROM PAGE 1
Court of Justice did not rule that the recount results must be UK, which are in favour of the imposition of sanctions. He also
used as the basis for the elections’ declaration. This statement questioned whether the leadership of the Guyana government
later came under scrutiny, with analysts citing the CCJ ruling prefers the country to be in a state where its leaders are restricted
where it endorsed the recount process, and made it clear this from travelling.
Freden maintained that the US has no preference for any parwas the basis on which a declaration is to be made by GECOM.
According to Williams: “The CCJ never made a ruling that ty, but only in ensuring that the will of the people is respected.
Head of the OAS Observer Mission to Guyana’s 2020 General
the results of the recount must be used by GECOM to determine
and Regional elections, Bruce Golding, told
the results of the elections; that was never a
the Permanent Council Guyana has failed
decision of the CCJ.”
the litmus test of democracy.
However, in its judgement, the CCJ stated:
He made the assertion during his presen“Unless and until an election court decides
tation while describing the attempted and
otherwise, the votes already counted by the
repeated efforts by an handful of persons to
recount process as valid votes are incapable
produce fraudulent results in favour of the
of being declared invalid by any person or
APNU+AFC coalition.
authority.”
Golding said that the litmus test for any
Cummings also asked the OAS Permanent
democracy
is a peaceful and orderly transiCouncil to be patient since the Guyanese
tion of power when the will of the people is
public has also been patient. She also told
expressed.
the Council it should not “unduly influence”
However, he noted the pernicious and
Guyana’s constitutional and legal processes.
partial actions of a few have wreaked considShe added Granger has repeatedly said that
erable damage to Guyana’s image and repuhe will abide by any declaration made by GEtation. He added that even if the situation is
COM, and that no such declaration has been
Bruce Golding
satisfactorily resolved, it will take a generamade.
The OAS speakers also made it clear the calls and pronounce- tion, and significant institutional reform to repair that damage.
Golding also made it clear the people of Guyana are not to
ments made by various countries and international bodies were
not interference in Guyana’s affairs. The caretaker government, be blamed for the current electoral crisis in Guyana. In fact, he
and its supporters in Guyana have been claiming interference by commended the Guyanese people for their patience over the
past four months.
outside forces.
According to Golding, a handful of people are refusing to reUS representative Bradley A. Freden said there had been
18 months of chaos in Guyana since the December 2018 no spect the will of the people, which shows the PPP/Civic won the
confidence vote in the National Assembly that defeated the March 2 polls.
When one considers the many obstacles thrown up by conAPNU+AFC coalition. He also mentioned the July 15 announcement by US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo regarding spirators, which include officials at GECOM, and persons in
visa restrictions for those who undermine democracy in Guyana the APNU+AFC coalition, Golding said Guyana receives an ‘F
grade’ as a democracy, noting once the people’s wishes are clearly
and family members.
Additionally, other countries have since come on board with stated, the these must be upheld.

APNU+AFC’s grab for political power

Georgetown – In what is now recognised at home and tice endorsed the recount of votes, and that the ten old declaraabroad as APNU+AFC’s illegitimate grab for power despite the tions from March 13 cannot be “resurrected”.
Her ruling was yet another major defeat in the latest attempt
validated recount data from the March 2 general elections, the
caretaker government this week again engaged in another ma- by an APNU+AFC operative to prevent GECOM from declarnipulation of the judicial system to further its objective of sty- ing the election result based on the verified recount.
The recount was done by agreement between President Damieing GECOM’s efforts to declare the PPP/Civic the winner.
It is now apparent each judicial approach to delay GECOM’s vid Granger and Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo, and was
declaration of the election has been carefully planned, not to observed by a Caricom mission.
Jones’ assertion to the court was the latest in the series of nuigain judicious and learned responses for an impartial and legitimate outcome, but as a technique to further APNU+AFC’s sance cases by APNU+AFC operatives seeking to prevent GECOM Chairperson, Claudette Singh from
occupation in its de facto seat of power
declaring a winner. This time around, Forde,
through consumption of time.
Jones, and others, were seeking yet again to
Put another way, each judicial challenge
have the recount process declared illegal,
has not been an exploration of law, but is
which George-Wiltshire ruled against.
instead an oblique manoeuvre, the objecAccording to George-Wiltshire, the court
tive being preemptive and blatant misuse of
cannot rule that the recount order, Order 60,
the courts’ expertise, time, and of taxpayers’
is invalidated. She noted that Order 60 had
funds to further APNU+AFC’s agenda in
already been considered in upper courts,
extending its occupation of the government.
and therefore, the principle of res judicata
APNU+AFC’s grab for power through
applied.
the courts is being led by Roysdale Forde,
She also said the ten declarations have
who has spearheaded each legal challenge
been overtaken that Jones wanted to be resince March 2. He has been the main inturned. The declarations included a rigged
strument in the deployment of each nuione for District Four by Clairmont Mingo,
sance challenge brought before the courts by
which fraudulently rigged the election in
APNU+AFC operatives Eslyn David, Ulita
APNU+AFC’s favour, whereas the CariMoore, and last week, Misenga Jones.
Keith Lowenfield
com-validated recount shows the PPP/Civic
In the past weeks, David, Moore, and
Jones, have all played pivotal, delaying roles in preventing GE- had won.
George-Wiltshire also said Chief Election Officer Keith
COM from making a declaration via misuse of the courts, the
Lowenfield was not a “lone ranger”, and is under the direction
objective quite transparent in running down the clock.
Backgrounded against this unwholesome abuse of process, of GECOM and its Chair. She said there can no longer be an
the hard evidence remains locked away in GECOM’s head- impasse between the CEO and Chair, that Lowenfield is not a
quarters that unequivocally indicates a PPP/Civic win. Accord- constitutional officer, that it is a status residing with the GEing to the National Recount of the March 2 polls, the PPP/Civic COM Chair.
So far, Lowenfield has defied the GECOM Chair’s instrucacquired 233,336 votes in its favour, while APNU/AFC secured
tion three times and not delivered the validated recount results.
217,920 votes.
Meanwhile, APNU+AFC Campaign Manager Joseph HarYet despite such incontrovertible evidence, in yet another
move to stall APNU+AFC’s exit from the government, Forde mon said George-Wiltshire’s judgement was “disappointing”,
and his cohorts indicated plans to appeal the Monday ruling and indicated plans for further delay to declaration of a winner,
by Chief Justice (ag) Roxane George-Wiltshire in the Misenga saying “our lawyers will engage at the next level of the court
system to ensure that our Constitution is respected and adJones vs GECOM, et al matter.
On Monday, George-Wiltshire dismissed Jones’ application hered to by all”.
Harmon said the “Court… sidestepped the issue of fraudfor judicial review, ruling that most, if not all of the 28 reliefs
she had sought from the court were already litigated in previ- ulent ballots in the tabulated votes at the Recount”, despite
ous matters brought by Forde in the cases of Moore and David. George-Wiltshire explicitly citing the CCJ’s ruling validating
George-Wiltshire maintained the Caribbean Court of Jus- the legal validity of the recount results.
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Santokhi being congratulated and presented with
the presidential sash by his predecessor Desi
Bouterse following the swearing in ceremony.

Santokhi takes presidential lead
FROM PAGE 1
who announced that the nomination process had been
done correctly. Persons seeking nomination must under
the law be nominated by at least seven Assembly members.
The Parliamentary sitting was attended by Bouterse and
outgoing vice-president Ashwin Adhin.
Brunswijk is a Surinamese ex-rebel leader, politician,
and businessman. He served in the early 1980s as Bouterse’s
personal bodyguard, and later left to form the Surinamese
Liberation Army, also known as the Jungle Commando.
Bouterse overthrew Suriname’s government in 1980
during a military overthrow. He lost the elections after a
court in November last year sentenced him to 20 years in
prison for ordering the execution of 15 adversaries who
had spoken out against his seizure of power in the February, 1980 coup d’état.
He avoided prison due to his presidential immunity, and
has appealed the conviction. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the court was set to reconvene on June 30.
In addition to his latest 20 year sentence, in 1999 a
Dutch court sentenced him to 11 years in prison for drug
smuggling. He has not served this sentence, but can still be
arrested in countries that have extradition treaties with the
Netherlands.
On June 11, Bouterse was asked about speculation over
a new president extraditing him to the Netherlands. He replied, “I don’t seek confrontation; but I don’t shy away from
confrontation.” Santokhi later said Suriname’s Constitution
forbids the extradition of its citizens.

Newlyweds Melissa Santokhi-Seenacherry and
husband, President Chandrikpersad Santokhi.

Windows & Doors
State of the Art

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR ENERGY BILLS

MANUFACTURING
& INSTALLATION

We will beat any written quote Best Price Guaranteed
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BERBICE WINDOWS & DOORS
Tel: 416-293-0108

38 Thornmount Dr, Unit 16, Scarborough, ON

GUYANA

APNU+AFC’s grip tenacious, will not yield political power

FROM PAGE 1
accept the election results risk being sanctioned by several countries, which could also affect their families, including those who
already live abroad.
It would be sad to observe how these individuals would weasel their future paths should the coalition government eventually lose power, now or in the future.
The reality is the quest for power among
the two major political parties in Guyana –
the PPP/C, and more so, APNU+AFC – has
always superseded the interest of the people.
Regardless of how the two parties have presented themselves to the population – as
multiracial, all-encompassing, inclusive, or
otherwise – their absolute goal has always
been to secure power. The people and the future of the country
have always been secondary to the ambitions of the leaders of its
major political parties.
Now is no different. APNU+AFC secured power by the
breadth of a hair, or probably through uncontested rigging in
2015, and intends to stay in power, especially at a time when the
country is poised for affluence on the back of its newly discovered oil wealth.
Prior to it being deposed from office in 1992 by the PPP/C
following international intervention for free and fair elections,
APNU (formerly the PNC) held on to power through elections
that were deemed to be rigged for almost a quarter of a century,
that is between 1968-1992.
Now, the people of Guyana have to remember that it took
24 long years to get rid of the APNU (formerly the PNC), even
though the party is believed to have never won an election. And
there is an abundance of evidence that shows that the country’s
1968, 1973, 1980, and 1985 elections were all rigged in favour of
the PNC.
It is also widely believed that the 2015 elections that saw
APNU+AFC regain power was rigged, but the PPP/C quietly
accepted defeat, without a struggle. Now, though the coalition
has lost the 2020 elections, it has illegally chosen to remain in
power against all odds. Had the PPP/C taken a similar position,
all hell would have broken loose in the country.
Had it not been for heightened international attention to Guyana since it discovered large quantities of oil, the results of the
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elections would have been declared in favour of APNU+AFC, be rethinking their plans for Guyana unless political conditions
and the people of Guyana would have been forced to accept change.
them, as they did for more than two decades prior to 1992.
One of the reasons why APNU could be ignoring the actions
Fortunately for the people, diplomats and officials from the of the US, and probably Britain is that these countries have supUS, the European Union, UK, Canada, the Carter Center, and ported its illegitimacy in the past. The PNC was engineered into
the Organisation of American States (OAS), among others, have power through collaboration between the US and Britain at the
openly stated that the results of the recount, height of the “Caribbean cold war” when late US President John
which were in favor of the PPP/C, are valid, Kennedy said there will never be another Cuba in the Western
and must, therefore, be
Hemisphere. He was referring to Guyana. In
accepted.
addition, the decision of Caricom could face
Dwarka
It goes without saying
a similar fate because the regional organLakhan
that the power struggle in
isation always appeared to have supported
Guyana is entrenched in
APNU. Therein lies the reason why politics
the country’s deep racial
often has strange bedfellows.
divide – Indians versus
Looking ahead, the caretaker APNU-AFC
Blacks – which is manifested in support for
coalition government has demonstrated that
either party – Blacks for APNU, and Indians
it does not necessarily have to adhere to any
for the PPP/C.
court rulings. Therein lies the real problem.
In as much as this statement has racial unIn fact, the coalition might not respect any
dertones, the reality is, it has been the histordecision coming out of the courts on its reical pattern of existence. Arguably, the races
cent appeal.
co-exist peacefully under normal conditions,
Although President David Granger inibut at elections the divisions prevail.
tially stated that he would accept the results
In spite of the risks to the country, it
of the recount, his actions have definitely
would seem that APNU and its supportshown that his words do not hold water. He
Moses Nagamootoo
ers have missed the fact that failure to have
has failed to cede power, and has openly dea democratically-elected government would result in interna- fied all court decisions. He is certainly not an innocent observer.
tional sanctions on the country, as the government would be Moreover, it is doubtful that his henchmen will willingly cede
deemed to be illegitimate.
power to the PPP/C should it be declared the winner.
Arguably, although the world has tolerated the actions of
Actually, it is paradoxical that APNU/AFC, which has
APNU in the past, it is no longer willing to support an illegiti- avowed democracy, is refusing to uphold democratic principles.
mate government overseeing massive amounts of oil wealth. It is equally contradictory that in the midst of promoting racial
And that is what supporters of APNU miss. It is no longer about harmony that racial divisiveness is becoming more entrenched.
seizing and holding on to power.
Equally paradoxical is the position of two former PPP stalAt a macro level, the country risks being isolated in the inter- warts, Moses Nagamootoo and Khemraj Ramjattan, who now
national community, putting it in the same position with neigh- clearly demonstrate that their reason for switching support to
bouring Venezuela. This would have a severe impact on its bank- the AFC is to get a stake in power – not necessarily because they
ing system, including its ability to conduct overseas trade, and did not like the policies of their former party.
more seriously, result in the freezing of oil revenues and overseas
The bottom line is that the repercussions on the country and
bank accounts.
the people of Guyana are unimaginable – all for the sake of the
Recent reports indicate that the country has already lost some coalition government remaining in power at all costs. And may$2 billion in oil revenues. Plus, foreign investors would certainly be, it will.
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DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

Shiv MiSir
Broker MvA ABr

905-477-0011 (W)
416-275-7911 (C)
905-477-6839 (F)

All-StArS
reAlty Inc.
BrokerAge

Email

smisir@rogers.com
Website

lIfetIme AchIevement AwArd
over 32 yeArS experIence

www.shivmisir.com

SponSor

Re/Max Hall Of Fame
Chairman Award
Re/Max Platinum Club

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits

Thinking Of Buying Or Selling?
Call Me First For “Service Beyond The Contract”!

SCARBOROUGH

BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com

Immaculate, expensively upgraded home with high end
finishes, shows 10+! mn floor 9’ smooth ceilings, Brazilian cherry hardwood flrng throughout, Cir oak staircase,
new paint, restained cedar deck, plaster crown moulding, LED potlights,
year round hot tub jacuzzi, encl front porch
(appx 200sf), spacious
fin cold cellar, large
open balcony on 2nd
floor, insulated attic,
new furn, roof (2018),
200 amp circuit breaker, fluted columns,
niche, plus many
more upgrades!

Prof fin basement
with separate
entrance, bedroom,
custom kitchen,
washroom, open
layout. Walk to TTC,
mins to shopping,
schools, parks and trails, etc. No sidewalk. Extras include: all upgraded elfs, custom shutters, drapes, CAC,
GDO, CVAC, water softener, sec system and cameras,
HWT (own), all appliances.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Eid Mubarak to
all Members
of the Muslim
Community

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO AUGUST 4, 2020
FRESH WHOLE/
HALF GOAT

BEEF

ORDER
EARLY
FOR
EID-UL-ADHA

$299 lb
ON PURCHASE OF WHOLE SHOULDER

JUMBO DRAKE

$499 lb

$2599 each
WIRI WIRI PEPPER

MR GOUDAS RICE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

$1099 Lge bag

$899 Lge bag

AVAILABLE

TILAPIA

SNAPPER HEAD

FROZEN HEADLESS
PAN-READY BANGAMARY

FROZEN GILBACKER
(CUT PIECES)

$499 lb

FROZEN NEW ZEALAND
MUTTON SHOULDER

$229 lb
CLEANED • SCALED • GUTTED

SNACKS - AVAILABLE IN STORE

$600 each

$229 lb

CHAMPION CHOW MEIN

CARDBOARD BARRELS

3/$499

$1500 each

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
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FISHES

Super Summer Sale!

Regular $2499. Now:
6 Pcs Solid Wood Queen Size Bed Set

9
9
3
1
$

Includes: Queen Bed+Dresser+Mirror+Night Stand

Regular $699. Now:

$299

Regular $699. Now from:
Canadian Made Ottomans

$299

Various Styles & Colours

Regular $999. Now:

2 Pcs Sectional Suite with Cup Holders

$499

Available in Grey & Black

Regular $999. Now:

5 Pcs Dining or Pub Set

$599

Available in Grey or Brown

Regular $3999. Now:

Available in Blue or Brown

3 Pcs Fabric Recliner Sofa Suite

$999

Available in Grey & Brown

Queen Size Jumbo Pillow Top Mattress

3 Pcs Power Recliner with Sofa Suite

Regular $1499. Now:

9

$219

Regular $399. Now:
Modern Glass Coffee Table

$199

Financing Available • 12 months • No Interest • No Payment

Two Locations To Serve You Better
2575 Steeles Ave E, Unit #14-17		
Brampton ON L6T 5T1			
TEL: 905-790-0560 			

FAX: 905-790-3702

customerservicestephensfurniture@hotmail.com
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•

While
Suppli
es
Last

6 Marconi Court
Bolton
Ontario L7E 1H3

TEL: 905-951-9394

www.stephensfurnitureltd.com
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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IDEAS & IDEALS

Centre must guide
environmental &
economic growth
By Sebastian Kurz (Chancellor of Austria)
he COVID-19 crisis has been a reminder to all of us
that when it comes to getting things done, pragmatism
trumps ideology. Yet the public debate around climate
change is often polarising and oversimplified. We are frequently
told that we face a choice between saving the economy and
the environment. This is false. We can tackle climate change,
transform our economies and at the same time be better off than
before – in Austria, in Europe and all over the world. However,
the required response must come from the political centre and
not the fringes.
If we are to use this moment as an opportunity to rebuild and
perhaps rethink our societies, our political leaders must together
develop a narrative for a green transformation that counters the
radical solutions presented by populists. We cannot afford the
denial and skepticism of the far right, as it might soon be too late
to prevent irrevocable harm to our climate.
Equally, we should beware proposals from the far left, which,
instead of fixing our system, often advocate breaking it in favour
of a socialist centralised State in green disguise. We must be
very clear: collectivist ideas of centralisation, prohibition, and
paternalism have failed always. No matter where they
came from ideologically,
they caused social injustice,
economic misery, and much
worse. They will not suddenly help us now.
If we want to effectively
fight climate change, and at
the same time stay on the
path of economic progress,
we should build on the best
model human history has
Sebastian Kurz
seen: liberal democracy,
based on a free-market economy, and the rule of law. As with any
societal model, we need to continuously improve it.
Most of us would probably agree that economic growth is
always a means to an end, never an end in itself. The end really is
well-being — prosperity, health, and quality of life. So, naturally,
we must not let our drive for economic progress damage our
well-being along the way, as we have in the past with carbon
emissions and other forms of pollution.
We will not make progress by suddenly trying to change what
we are doing today. We will still produce, trade, and consume
goods globally, and use electricity, heating, and transportation individually in the foreseeable future. Instead, the key will
be changing how we do things going forward – sourcing from
renewable energy, building with biodegradable materials, powering our travels with synthetic fuels, reducing CO2 levels through
carbon capture, and other promising technologies.
The key to all of this will be innovation. And there is no better
breeding ground for innovation than a free and open system that
enables entrepreneurs, employees, scientists, and civil society to
generate new ideas and reap their benefits. Governments need
to ensure this system is embedded in a regulatory environment
that incentivises the rapid reduction in CO2 emissions, and other
harmful effects of consumption.
Europe can and should play a leading role in developing
and exporting these innovations, and thus be the driving force
behind the global transition toward a green economy. We have
the economic strength to bring forth global market leaders and
a regulatory environment that can enforce change. On the Continent, there is broad consensus that climate change needs to be
tackled now. The European leadership’s Green Deal, which offers
a road map to a low-carbon economy, is an ambitious first step
worth building on.
In Austria, my party’s coalition government with the Green
Party has recently passed an investment package of more than €6
billion ($6.8 billion), of which a significant proportion goes into
renewable energy, railway expansion, forestation, and incentives
for green investments. We have committed to carbon neutrality
by 2040. Many other governments have made similar plans and
pledges.
We must not let the fight against climate change become a
partisan issue. The stakes are simply too high. In the end, success
will build on contributions from each and every one of us – as
countries, communities, and individuals. It will be the day-to-day
decisions in our politics, workplaces and personal lives that will
bring lasting change. The younger generation is rightly pushing
for this change to come today, rather than tomorrow. We must
ensure that our liberal order is ready to deliver it.

T
Nelson Mandela

Mother Teresa

Cesar Chavez

Individuals lift mountains, make a difference

also the option of carpooling, or walking when possible. These
By Dhanpaul Narine
an one person really make a difference? Can an indisave energy and help to preserve the environment. According
vidual change the world by using power to do good? We
to one publication, “people who use public transportation are
hear the wonderful words of inspiration from some of
healthier than those who don’t”. There is also the question of savthe leading thinkers of our time, and we are imbued with the no- ing money that could be put to better use.
tion that we can lift mountains if we put our minds to it. It is not
Apart from transportation, one’s eating habit can lead to
rocket science to think that one person can change the world if
significant changes. Scientists and dieticians have argued that by
that person applies him or herself
eating less meat and eating more
to the task ahead.
vegetables and fruits and grains
Making a difference is about
it can help to protect the habitat.
creating changes that will benIn simple terms, the raising of
efit others. In other words even
animals for food produces tons
though there may be challenges,
of greenhouse gas emissions than
one should hold a firm course and
the growing of plants.
not be distracted. Mahatma Gandhi has said that we must be the
The fact is that when one raises animals for food it takes up
change that we want to see. The anthropologist Margaret Mead
large areas of land and water. But there are other costs as well,
has stated that, “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful and and they include the cost of grain and fuel. One report concludes
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only
that, “every year in the United States alone, 80 percent of all agthing that ever has”.
ricultural land, half of all water resources, 70 percent of all grain,
Leo Tolstoy says, “[Everyone] thinks of changing the world
and one-third of all fossil fuels are used to raise animal food”.
but no one thinks of changing himself ”. In other words, change
The conclusion is that, “by adopting a vegan diet it does more to
has to come from within, and that it starts with the individual.
reduce global warming than switching to a hybrid car”.
Martin Luther King makes the point that we must stay vigilant
What about plastics? There is little doubt that plastics are
and have the courage to face the challenge of change. He also
harmful to the environment. The production of plastics requires
believes in the power of the written word. King says, “If you want an intensive degree of time and effort. It consumes natural
to change the world pick up your pen and write.”
resources, and when it is dumped it becomes an eyesore in the
Many writers have
landscape. It is estimated
left their imprint for us
that globally, about a
to treasure and to make
trillion plastic bags are
their own little waves
dumped annually, and
across the world. Nelson
this works out to be at
Mandela was influenced by
an average of a million
the words and actions of
bags a minute. This does
Mahatma Gandhi, Cesar
tremendous damage to the
Chavez and Martin Luther
environment. Plastics do
King, among others. By
not only block the canals
the time he was 12, Chavez
and rivers, but also destroy
had attended eight schools
marine life. The alternabecause of the hardships
tive is of course reusable
of farm work in California.
plastic bags that would ulBut Chavez went on to
timately reduce pollution.
become a national hero in
These are all practical
America, and an inspirasteps that one can take to
tion to Latinos everywhere.
protect the environment.
Dr Martin Luther King
Mandela believed in the
But there is the urgent
power of education. He often said that education is the most
need to conserve on the use of water. Many scientists predict that
powerful weapon that one can use to change the world.
there will come a time when we may run out of water. This will
Once a person has the requisite information, he or she, in the
cause conflicts between nations and even war, bearing in mind
words of Mother Teresa, “can cast a stone across the waters and
that two-thirds of the planet is covered with water. Each person
create many ripples.” But change comes with a price. It can cause
can make a difference in limiting water usage.
one to be hesitant and may even lead to fear. There are so many
It is a common practice to leave the tap or shower running to
people that prefer the status quo, want things to be just the way
get the water warm. Some persons also flush more than is necesthat they are, and are happy to roll along with the events of the
sary, and this too causes water to be wasted. The lesson here is to
day. As Dostoyevsky says, “[Taking] a new step, uttering a new
be responsible and moderate. Turn off a light or lower it if posword, is what people fear most”.
sible to use less energy. In the winter when heated rooms are left
President Barack Obama describes change in a Gandhi-like
open, energy escapes and the same applies to the summer when
manner. He is of the view that we must seize the opportunity to
the air conditioners in several rooms pump cool air through
act now, and not to wait for something to happen later. Accordopen windows.
ing to Obama, “Change will not come if we wait for some other
According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, “if evperson, or if we wait for some other time. We are the ones we’ve
ery household in the United States replaced just one regular
been waiting for. We are the change we seek”.
incandescent light bulb with a compact fluorescent light bulb,
If we look around we will find that there are many individuit would prevent 90 billion pounds of greenhouse gas emissions
als that are making a difference in their own humble ways. They
from power plants, the equivalent of taking 7.5 million cars off
are a constant source of inspiration. There are also a number of
the road”. Consumers would also save money in the long run for
strategies that one can employ on their own to make a difference. using an approved fluorescent bulb.
There are things you can do in less than an hour to make positive
There are several persons that are working in various parts of
changes and some of them are environmentally related.
the world to bring about change in their communities. They go
The first is that you can avoid littering. Pick up after yourunheralded and unannounced. But their efforts are important
self and if everyone else does we will have a cleaner planet. The
and we salute these individuals and encourage them to continue
schools need to teach this simple truth. Secondly, it pays to leave
with their efforts. One small change can have the lasting ripple
the car at home and take public transportation at times. There is
effect that can impact many lives.

C

Mahatma Gandhi has said we
must be the change we want
to see in the world...
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Humble Mohan says, ‘Old is gold’ SVN’s Persaud wins prestigious award
By Dhanpaul Narine
ohan Nandu is one of the greatest
singers that Guyana has produced.
When he begins to sing you would
think that the Lord descended from the mountaintop and handed him the voice to entertain
thousands.
Mohan is a simple and humble person that
would politely disagree. But give him a harmonium and back-up musicians and he would
transport you to a world in which he becomes
the King of Melody. After listening to him you
get the feeling that Mohan Nandu was born to
sing.
Mohan Nandu is versatile. He can fit in any
genre, and his likeable personality has won
him many fans in Guyana and beyond. He is
known as ‘Uncle Mo’ out of respect and love,
and even the smallest child has heard of him
on the West Coast of Demerara. Mohan was
born at Anna Catherina on the West Coast
of Demerara in Guyana. He still lives in the
house of his birth.
Mohan’s mom is Jasoda and his dad was
known as Nandu or Parbu. He also has a sister
Iris. Music was an important part of the family,
and Mohan started to sing when he was very
young. He said that in those days parents did
not want their children to sing or dance. But
he was different.
His home had music and his parents would
take part in weddings in the area. Mohan came
from a big family and his relatives would go to
brighten the weddings, as in the 1940’s there
were no sound systems or fancy synthesisers.
At 18 Mohan was cutting the canes in the
backdam, but when he began to sing he would
thrill the crowds and people would tell his
parents that the young man would one day be
a very good singer. Mohan was self-taught and
he picked up useful tips from his father.
While his talent was obvious Mohan had
to work hard to get exposure. There were no
stadiums or a Cultural Centre in which he
could display his skills. The cinemas were
available, but this meant that he had to wait
until the double feature was finished before he
could get in the theatre to sing. Mohan recalls
his friendship with another icon, Gobin Ram.
He said, “Gobin had a program that was called
‘Local Indian Performers’ on Radio Demerara.
This gave exposure to all the big and not so
big singers, and the program did a lot to boost
local talent”.
Mohan also spoke glowingly about another
well-known performer, Davendra Pooran, who
lived at Hague. He said that in 1971 there was
a competition and Davendra began to sing. He
sang so well that many persons mistook him
for Mukesh. Mohan has seen many changes
in music over the years. He pointed out that
chutney is in fashion, but old is gold. The
songs of yesteryear will always remain popular.
Mohan said that his dad was a good taan
singer but that he preferred other types
of songs. There was a special relationship
between Mohan and the late Pandit Reepu
Daman Persaud. Mohan said that Pt Reepu has
made an important contribution to Guyanese
culture, and that this ought to be respected.
Mohan also acknowledges the contributions
of Pandit Jagmohan, who is putting in a lot of
hard work to keep the culture alive.
Mohan would like to see unity in the Hindu
community, and he singles out the Guyana
Hindu Dharmic Sabha for its role in trying to
uplift the religion to new heights. The stalwarts
of the Sabha are Dr Vindhya Persaud and her
sister Simantini Persaud, among others.
When discussing his favorite songs, Mohan
says that he likes all the great performers from
the past. But there is a smile and a twinkle in
his eyes when he mentions Mukesh. This is
not to say that he prefers one musician over
another. In fact Mohan is famous for singing
Laaga a song that was made famous by Manna
Dey.
He explains that to learn that song he had to
listen to every note on an old 78 RPM record.
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Mohan Nandu
He went over the notes with a Pandit from
Trinidad, and in the end Mohan mastered
the song. He sang it so well that most people
thought he was Manna Dey himself! There
are many studio versions of Laaga on YouTube
with the latest synthesisers and other gadgets.
But the best recording is by Mohan Nandu,
accompanied by a dholak player.
Mohan went on to sing other songs such as
Rakawale that was made famous by Mohamed
Rafi. He also has many hits on YouTube for
Maanga tha Pyaar and Ram Naam Ras Pije
Manwa, among others. Mohan Nandu’s voice,
dedication, and sheer musical genius begs the
question: if he had the opportunities of those
in Bollywood, and other places, wouldn’t he be
a thousand times better than the rest?
The answer is that he would have been world
famous; it is generally agreed that Mohan can
sing with the best of them. He is a perfectionist, he has the right attitude, and even with the
most basic instruments, Mohan Nandu is a star!
When the playback singers Hemant Kumar
and Mukesh visited Guyana they were most
impressed with the singing of Mohan, and that
was no surprise to the local fans.
Over the years Mohan has visited a number
of countries to share his music, and has warm
memories of Canada. There is no question that
Mohan Nandu has brought entertainment to
thousands. He is a rare gift that continues to
bring happiness. We wish him many more successes in the days ahead.

araswati Vidya Niketan has announced
and dedication to excellence, which are integral
that Narindra Persaud, one of its best
to the operation of SVN, together with the supgraduating students at CSEC in 2016,
port of his teachers and family.
has been awarded the Lester B. Pearson InterAfter a one-year break, Persaud returned
national Scholarship to pursue studies in the
to SVN to pursue studies at CAPE. Despite
Faculty of Life Sciences at the University of To- difficulties transitioning to full-time studies
ronto, Mississauga.
again, he was SVN’s
According to
best graduating
the Times Higher
student at CAPE in
Education World
2019 with passes in
University Rank14 units.
ings, University of
Persaud has
Toronto ranks 18th
been an exemplary
among the world’s
student of SVN as
top 100 universities.
many of his teachers
This annual
note his competitive
scholarship, named
nature and his devoafter a former Canation to producing
dian Prime Minister,
excellent work. He
Narindra Persaud being congratulated by
recognises internahas always striven
SVN Principal, Swami Aksharananda
tional students who
to improve himself,
demonstrate academic excellence with a drive
evident by his academic achievements. This
to leading the improvement of their communi- enthusiasm extends to his current work as a
ties. While thousands of students worldwide
Chemistry teacher at SVN.
apply for this elite scholarship, Narindra is
Persaud also exemplifies the school’s
one of 38 students actually selected for the
philosophy of giving back to one’s commu2020 cohort. He joins Vamanadev Hiralall,
nity. He has been involved in teaching science
also a graduate of SVN, who was granted the
subjects to children at local orphanages and
scholarship in 2018. Narindra and Vamandev
single-handedly organised SVN’s blood drive
are the only students from Guyana to ever be
in October 2019. Having grown up in a larger
awarded this prestigious scholarship.
impoverished neighbourhood, where much
Persaud hails from a humble background in
importance is not given to education, he is inthe village of Zeelugt, East Bank Essequibo. Alterested in helping to alleviate these problems
though he was displeased with his performance
through his volunteer work.
at the NGSA, having placed Zeeburg SecondThe Principal, Faculty and students of SVN
ary, Narindra attended SVN, and was one of the join in congratulating and wishing Narindra
most outstanding performers at CSEC in 2016,
Persaud continued success as he embarks on a
matriculating in 20 subjects with 14 Grade
journey to pursue a career as a general surgeon
Ones. He attributes his success to the discipline
in the medical field.

Appeal for a
kidney donor

P

andit Krishna Sukul of Scarborough,
Ontario, is appealing for urgent assistance to help save the life of his
54-year old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with
both of her kidneys functioning at only five
percent efficiency. She is on peritoneal
dialysis, and has to do exchanges four times
every day, which
is done at home.
She has
completed all the
required medical
examinations
and is currently
on a waiting list
for a kidney.
With her kidney
function deteriorating rapidly,
urgent help is needed for a transplant.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence of a donor
with this blood type, any other type of donor
would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can
live happily with one kidney, and that a
donor would be tested medically to ensure
that there would be no complications before
accepting a donation. Several individuals
have done this type of procedures before
and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for
anyone who might be in a position to help
save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038 or
through his sister Rajmini at (905) 783-0459.
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Genius at work in architectural fluidity at Prambanan

“To study a banyan tree, you not only must know its main stem
the Karakoram and Himalayan mountain ranges into India, and
Harry Persaud was born on the West Coast of Demerara,
in its own soil, but also must trace the growth of its greatness in
an even smaller presence of Polynesian genes.
Guyana He holds a PhD in Anthropology, and has authored
the further soil, for then you can know its vitality. The civilisation
My guide’s name was Karno, from the Sanskrit Karna as he
two books on his Guyanese/Canadian experiences. He is a
of India, like the banyan tree, has shed its beneficent shade away
proudly
explained Karna’s role in the epic Mahabharata. Karno
writer, poet, and martial arts practitioner.
from its own birthplace... India can live and grow by spreading
studied Sanskrit, Indian mythology and Hindu philosophy
abroad – not the political India but the ideal India.”
despite the fact he was a practicing Muslim. This to me was a
Rabindranath Tagore
bit unusual in Indonesia, so far away from the source of Indian
Java
identity. But culture trumps religion, especially when culture
he countryside was serene and archaic, rice paddy
dictates values and behavior, running deep in the lives of adherwaving in the wind on a late summer’s afternoon
ents.
as tropical birds sang their ancient songs, heard by
The Prambanan Hindu temple complex was originally built
humans for thousands of years. I was in the south central part
in 778 CE under the direction of the Sanjaya Dynasty. The comof the most populated island in the world, facing the Indian
plex is comprised of 249 temples at varying degrees of deterioOcean. It was named Yavakoti (Java) by the ancient Mariners
ration, scattered over a large area of beautiful countryside amid
and Hindu priests who peacefully shared their age old wisdom
forests, rice paddy fields, sugar cane, and maize plantations inand cultural heritage with an equally gentle people who lived in
terspersed between village communities. Prambanan has been
a tropical forest very similar to sou th central India.
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, and is definitely
They say Java is as old as time; as part of Indonesia’s thouthe largest Hindu temple complex in the world.
sands of islands, Java is located about eight degrees south of
Three main temples are located in an inner compound with
the equator. It was a pleasant ride by cab between Yogyakarta
many smaller ones on the outskirt. The bigger of the three is
and Prambanan, there were several laid back villages along the
dedicated to Shiva while the other two are dedicated to Vishnu
main road; cows grazing in open fields as farmers harvested
and Brahma, in keeping with the Hindu Trinity – the Creator,
their crops. This was reminiscent of my native Guyana, but
the Preserver, and the Destroyer of worlds. Other Pantheons
only much older in human history and countenance.
of Hinduism prevalent in the many towers scattered over 20
The world famous “Java man” as an extinct hominid species
square kilometers are Durga, Ganesh, Agastya, and Nandi the
lived here about 1.5 million years ago. This island, as the rest of
Bull. There are also carvings of many lesser deities adorning the
Indonesia, was populated by homo sapiens about 65,000 years
walls of the remaining standing temples.
ago, and through which humans travelled further east from
Many monumental masterpieces were lost during two major
sub-continental India all the way to Australia. Recent genomic
earthquakes in 1553 and again in 2006 when almost 7,000
studies sponsored by the National Geographic have shown that
people perished. There are 19 complete temples standing with
the Australian Aborigines share genes with several tribes in
40 temples under reconstruction, the rest lying as ruins across
southern India considering that the Aborigines reached Ausopen fields.
tralia at least 50,000 years ago.
Bas-reliefs of the epic Ramayana venerate the complex;
The next time people from India travelled to Java was about
the life and adventure of Lord Rama to find Sita (Senta in
2,300 years ago when a great diffusion of advanced humanity
Indonesia), invokes awe and wonder among locals. Stories of
Arduous stairway leading to Shiva’s ‘abode’
began to share ideas and principles of life with other cultures.
Hanuman, a major hero of the story, wax prominently in the
Harry Persaud Photos
India’s current look “East policy” is not new
repertoire of local groups and his statues could
by any means, it could be seen as another trip
be seen just about everywhere. To this day
to lands with which it shared genes, cultural
local theatre groups in towns and villages perheritage, and geography for millennia.
form this wonderful story of heroism, spiritual
One could easily see how most of SE Asia
values, and family virtues to the pleasure of all
was a part of the sacred geography of India,
age groups.
the imprints of Hinduism and later BudMy wife and I have enjoyed various plays
dhism ever present for over 2,000 years. The
of the Ramayana in several places in SE
mountains, rivers, wide open plains, forests,
Asia. When the actor who played Hanuseasonal monsoons, and general topography
man, jumped into battle to rescue Sita, there
resemble that of south central India.
ensued a roar of delight in the audience! This
Where philosophy, religion and human
is undoubtedly the most popular story told
values are developed in similar natural envithroughout SE Asia.
ronments among peoples, cultural transitions
are easier. This congruency is obvious beShiva’s Footprints
tween India and most of SE Asia. In a future
article, this writer will show how India had
The Shiva temple is exquisitely built with
also impacted other major Asian civilisations.
many elegant and intricate carvings of a
My journey through Indonesia corvariety of animals around the tree of life at the
responded in many ways with my visit to
lower level. Shiva, in ancient India, represents
India. Apart from the many similarities of the
among other things, Pashupati – the Lord of
two geographies, the conviviality, hospitalbeasts. This is demonstrated by many carvity and simplicity of the people from these
ings showing Shiva in the presence of cobras,
Towers dedicated to Shiva as main Deity, flanked by Brahma and Vishnu
two regions befit their humble character.
tigers, buffalos, and other mammals and
Vietnam, and more recently several Shivalingams unearthed
Throughout all of my travels, nowhere did I feel as welcomed
birds. His multiple roles as tamer of the beast in man and Lord
in hill country. The ancient name for Vietnam was Champa,
and accepted as my sojourn in SE Asia.
over all life, echoes loudly his prominence as a major Deity
under King Bhadravarman, King Jayavarman and later under
The name given to me at birth by a Hindu priest, based on
in Hinduism. Shivaism was practiced during the Indus Valley
King Indravarman, all of whom were followers of Lord Shiva.
my astrologic chart was ‘Vishnu’. A recognition and association
Civilisation as far back as 4,000 BCE.
Champa was named after a flourishing ancient city in north
of the name with a major Hindu deity opened the floodgates
Climbing the steep stairways at Prambanan’s main temple
central India.
of interaction between myself and the wonderful people of
was quite challenging, as if the architect was indicating that
The periphery of the Philippines was also influenced by
this part of the world, particularly in Varanasi, Java, Bali and
the journey of life was more arduous the further up one goes.
Indian folktales and stories, such as the Ramayana which are
Cambodia.
At the second level is a fascinating carving of Ganesha, the
still told in mountain villages. The city of Jayapura (Sanskrit:
elephant-headed god and son of Shiva. At the upper level Shiva
city of victory) is located in Irian Jaya on north central Papua
Background
(Siwa) sits in His majestic lotus asana as if He is contemplating
New Guinea, east of Tokyo, Japan and north of Queensland,
the world from above.
Australia. Recently, tribes practicing some aspects of Hinduism
The historical development of Indian cultural influences
Prambanan is the work of a genius who understood the fluwere discovered on the highlands of Papua New Guinea.
into Indonesia took impetus during the first century C.E. after
idity of Hindu philosophical wisdom. These fascinating temples
the Roman Emperor Titus Flavius who in 79 CE complained
set one’s imagination afire at the sheer magnitude of detailed
Prambanan
bitterly to the Senate that the Indians were impoverishing the
motifs, well-proportioned statues, carefully designed balusRoman Empire in its bilateral trade of spice and fabrics for
trades, multi-leveled architectural wonders of the ancient mind.
My tour guide was a handsome, dark complexioned man of
gold. Gold and precious stone jewelry and ornaments were
The mathematical precision of millions of interlocking blocks
Javanese descent who could easily pass for an Indian from the
already in vogue in the Indus Valley Civilisation at least 3,000
dragged from several miles away boggles the mind. It demonnorth east states of India. My anthropologic mind immediately
years earlier.
strates a people’s aspiration for unity with the Divine. While
kicked in; from purely visual observation, I thought, “AustroIn their quest for precious commodities elsewhere the
Borobudur, detailed in my previous article of this series, could
nesian-Indian and Chinese”, although I felt that this could be a
Indians ventured south-east only to become partners with
be described as massive in grandeur, Prambanan is structurally
miscalculation after serious genetic tests are done. But such an
local chieftains in the founding of great empires. Hindu/Budartistic and complex.
assumption is not farfetched as my own ancestral DNA shows
dhist values permeated every aspect of life from Burma and Sri
I left Prambanan clutching a tiny pebble from the temple
my genetic make up to be an admixture of north Indian who
Lanka, through Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, and Camcomplex, given to me by my tour guide. I felt the strength of
entered the subcontinent about 35,000 years ago and south
bodia, described by a Portuguese explorer in the 15th century
character of the builders, the deep abiding spiritual quest of the
Indian who travelled down to the Deccan some 65,000 years
as “Further India”.
priests and the profundity of a people in search of Selfhood. My
ago. There is a smaller admixture of Mongolian at a much later
Southern Vietnam too was Hindu before it became Budheart sang euphorically of the days of old when as a young man
date, perhaps when Nomads crossed the Gobi desert and over
dhist, there being many ancient ruins of Hindu temples across
I dreamt of finding such a place. Shiva’s abode, my heartbeat.
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Simon found the centre in his Amerindian culture

By Romeo Kaseram
George Simon: April 23, 1947 - July 15, 2020 to his growing fascination with the river, and his wellOBITUARY
eorge Simon was born on April 23, 1947, to Olive
known Essequibo Series.
and Mark Simon in St Cuthbert’s Mission on the
The Sheparyimo visit was a profoundly uplifting,
Mahaicony River, in what was then British Guimoving experience for Simon. As Wikipedia reveals,
ana. Wikipedia tells us Simon’s father was a woodcutter,
years later in an interview with the art critic and histowhile his mother worked at home as a housewife. Simon
rian Anne Walmsley, Simon reflected: “This was my first
attended the school at St Cuthbert’s Mission until he was
experience of being in the Amazon and of being with
12 years old. Later, as Wikipedia notes, he revealed how
the indigenous peoples of the Amazonas, from whom I
stifling the Mission school had been to expressions of Amcould draw parallels with my own early life.” Then there
erindian culture, saying, “Anyone found speaking Arawak
were subsequent expeditions, each journey into the intein class was flogged… In general, Amerindian culture was
rior contributing to a transformation of his perspective,
discouraged and we were made to feel inferior.”
and particularly his relationship to Amerindian culture
Simon was adopted when he was 12 years old by an
in Guyana.
English Anglican priest, The Reverend James William
As Simon told Walmsley, prior to this period, he had
Pink, who at the time was serving the Mahaica River
traveled very little in Guyana, and had felt “partially cut
churches. As Stabroek News notes, when Reverend Pink
off from [his] people and that kind of life” due to the
was re-assigned to serve the Upper Demerara river partime that he had spent in England. Work at the Walter
ishes, Simon made the journey with him to the mining
Roth Museum had enabled him to be “reunited with
town of Linden. Then there was yet another move for
[his] people”, and to explore his “Amerindianness”.
the young Simon, this time in the 1960s, when political
Tracing the history of Simon’s art, Stabroek News tells
instability fueled racial violence that gripped Linden. As
us, “[His] earliest output as a painter, in the mid-1980’s
the 1990s, Simon studied for Master of Arts degree in Field and
Stabroek News indicates, the disturbances led to Reverend
in Guyana, directly reflected his heritage in depictions
Analytical Techniques in Archaeology at University College
Pink being re-assigned yet again, this time to the St George’s
of Amerindians in traditional costume and activities, followed
London, which he completed in 1994.
Cathedral in Georgetown.
soon after by a second phase which, less pictorial but still repFollowing his degree in 1978, Simon returned to Guyana to
Simon was enrolled at Christ Church High School, where he
resentational, again recorded elements of Amerindian life.” It
lecture in art at the Burrowes School of Art, and then later at
studied English, Mathematics, Geography, Hygiene, and Physiadds, “His travels to England for visits and for study in the late
ology. As Stabroek News tells us, art was also on the curriculum, the University of Guyana. He also formed a close friendship
1980s and early 1990s, and subsequent time spent in Africa,
with the Guyanese archaeologist, anthropologist, and novelist,
but there were no teachers. Simon tried with the examination
Canada and the Caribbean, notably Haiti, from the late 1990s,
Denis Williams. According to Wikipedia, in 1985, Williams
anyway, approaching the task with an autodidact’s determinaresulted in a shift in content and technique in his work.”
invited Simon to work as his research assistant at the Walter
tion, self-teaching by using as many art books as were relevant.
It is a poignant observation made by Stabroek News, given
Roth Museum of Anthropology, which he did until 1992. It was the motif of marginalisation, uprooting, and journeys observed
He focused on charcoal drawings, and passed the examination,
during this time that Simon began his training in archaeology
Stabroek News informs us.
in Simon’s history, when it tells us, “Yet, just as in his physical
and anthropology, under Williams’ guidance.
In 1970, Simon was working for Sandbach Parker Shipping
travels he often returned to Guyana and to his native village of
Working at Walter Roth Museum meant field work, which
Company in Georgetown as a Discrepancy Clerk. However,
St Cuthbert’s, so he always referred closely to his own Amerinsaw Simon making anthropological expeditions to various
that year his foster father retired from the Anglican Diocese,
dian culture as a central and defining element in his work.”
parts of Guyana. As Wikipedia informs us, “These expeditions
and the family moved to Essex, London. As Stabroek News
Simon was the recipient of a number of awards, including
had a profound impact on his life and his artistic development”. the Golden Arrow of Achievement (1998), and the Anthony N.
tells us, in 1972, Simon enrolled at Grey’s Technical College
Leading an expedition to a Wai-Wai community in the south of Sabga Caribbean Award for Excellence (2012). He died in Spain
in Thurrock, Essex, to do the Advanced Level examination in
Guyana saw Simon producing a number of sketches of Wai-Wai on July 15, at 73, following a struggle with cancer. According
Art, namely Print Making and Advanced Art, with a focus on
peoples, architecture, and artifacts during a visit to ShepaPainting and Drawing. Wikipedia adds in 1975, he enrolled at
to his final wish, his ashes will be returned to Guyana followryimo. His experiences from this expedition yielded inspiration ing the global pandemic restrictions, where it will be spread to
the University of Portsmouth, where he studied for a Bachelor
for a collection of paintings entitled the Wai-Wai Series. There
of Arts Degree in Fine Art, focusing on Art History and 19th
permanently root among the Kanuku Mountains.
Century Art, and he convocated with Honours in 1978. Later in were many other expeditions on the Essequibo River, which led
Sources for this exploration: Stabroek News and Wikipedia.
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rowing up in a rough neighborhood as the youngest
of six siblings evoked fierce competitiveness in Jason
Ambrigo. The skinny, undersized runt of the pack,
who wore hand-me-down rags from his older siblings, ended
up eating the scraps left behind by his older brothers and
sisters.
Jason grew up in a home with no father. His mother worked
the streets at night to feed her drug habit first before she used
leftover cash to buy food for the family.
Skipping classes saved Jason from abusive schoolyard-bullies
who picked on him daily. His family did not care about education. Manual labor or selling drugs were considered the major
occupations in the community. His size and low IQ made
neither activity lucrative. Stealing aligned better with his stature
and agility.
Jason crossed the tracks to the other side of society to steal
from the wealthy and sell to the seedy pawnshops.
He bought food and gadgets from the sale of his ill-gotten
gains, which he consumed and enjoyed in the privacy of a hideout he had built with old pieces of corrugated zinc hidden in a
bushy area behind the slummy apartment buildings.
By his 14th birthday, Jason had the height and mentality of
a 12-year-old. He took an interest in pugilism and hung out at
the local boxing gym, housed in an old, abandoned warehouse.
He watched inner-city kids slug their way toward their dreams
of glamour and glory as boxing greats like their idols, whose
newspaper photos covered the walls as inspiration to drive
ambitions.
Jason became the brunt of good-natured jokes when he
attempted to use the workout equipment. He barely had the
strength to lift the dumbbells off the floor.
Determination, fueled by the newspaper clippings and the
live-action in the three sparring rings, turned Jason’s interest
into an obsession. The smell and sounds inside the warehouse
seeped into his blood and coursed through his veins.
A year later, Jason caught the attention of the gym bosses.
His development changed their perception from amusement to
acceptance by the gym fraternity. He skipped school regularly to spend full days in the environment that he loved. In
exchange for running errands on behalf of the gym, he got the
opportunity to hone his boxing skills with sparring partners.
He celebrated his 16th birthday with a small party thrown
in his honour by his new ‘family’. After the celebrations, he
announced his arrival in the boxing world by using superior
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skills to dominate and conquer a bigger and more experienced
professional opponent during a sparring session.
Jason continued to develop as a talented boxer. He maintained his body-building for the next two years. His wins by
knockout during training sessions became his trademark. He
accomplished victories in progressively shorter times until his 18th
birthday when he entered the age
of majority and became eligible
to seek a professional berth in the
boxing world.
Standing at five-foot-two-inches,
Jason beamed with pride when his
managers promoted him as ‘Pocket
Power Pack’, which launched him
into the lineup toward the championship of the world. He had a
daunting uphill battle to wade
through a sea of competitors. His handlers took care of his
contracts and rewarded him with slim pickings after paying
themselves the bulk of his earnings.
Annoyance made Jason view each new opponent as a
stumbling block in his way to glory. Frustration replaced skill,
and soon emotions took control. Blind fury in the ring led to
mistakes, and the losses he suffered over the next two years
spiraled him into a world of defeat like many before him.
As quickly as he had arrived on the scene, Jason fell by the
wayside, cut loose by the managers who no longer found financial value in him.
Jason started to abuse substances. Intoxication took away the
pain of failure and pushed him to exact revenge on everyone
who had bullied him in his past, including his siblings.
He drifted on the streets and intimidated his weaker streetdwelling neighbours out of their money and food. His reputation of having a hair-trigger rage preceded him and left many
broken or cowering in his wake.
When Jason confronted a paralysed young man by the name

Kamil
Ali

of Coonjie on a street corner who refused to give him money,
he beat him to a pulp and spat on him. He had the uncanny
sense of being followed when he strolled casually away. Jason
turned around several times and caught glimpses of Coonjie
dashing behind objects to hide from him. A few times, Jason
returned to the spot where he had
last seen Coonjie disappear, wondering how he had managed to get
up after the severe beating and his
paralysis, but found no trace of his
victim each time.
Horrible nightmares invaded
Jason’s sleep, and the heavy feeling of eyes on his back made him
uneasy during his waking hours.
Every time he lifted his hands to hit
anyone in anger, he cried out from
a shooting pain that zapped him
like a bolt of lightning from his head to his toe.
Jason learned that when empathy for the suffering of others
entered his heart, he felt energised and full of positive vibrations.
At the age of 25, Jason cleaned up his addiction and returned
to the ring with a new attitude. He resumed his climb toward
title fights.
When he recognised a photo on the wall as Coonjie and read
the news article accompanying it, he found out that Coonjie
had died in an accident many years before Jason was born. The
newspaper labeled Coonjie ‘The Gentleman Pugilist’, who had
lost his life during the promising launch of his career.
Coonjie had returned from the grave to channel a wayward
young man’s life onto the incomplete path upon which he had
once embarked.
Jason said a prayer every morning at the corner where he
had encountered his spiritual guide. Coonjie had died at that
spot when an out-of-control car had struck him during a training run.
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John’s popularity may aid UNC with central seat
Port-of-Spain – The likeable personality of
UNC candidate Jearlean John is quite likely to
aid her in lifting the PNM’s grip off the central
Trinidad seat of La Horquetta/Talparo, pollster
Dr Vishnu Bisram said last week.
According to Bisram, John’s popular bearing is likely positioning her to overcome the
large vote haul taken by the PNM for this seat
in 1995. Bisram leads the polling group, North
American Caribbean Teachers Association.
According to NACTA’s findings, the La
Horquetta/Talparo seat changed hands last
election after it was won by the PNM’s Maxie
Cuffie. He won it with 10,428 votes to some
7,606 by his UNC rival, a margin of 2,822 votes.
“That is a huge gap,” Bisram said; however,
this time around, he factored in John’s charismatic leap into the election fray.
Said Bisram: “[She] is a very dynamic candidate. She is the most-liked candidate in all marginals for either side. She is good, very good,
very helpful to the people. Voters from both
sides like her.”
Bisram added: “In that constituency personality matters, as opposed to just party. If the
UNC were to win that seat, it would be because
of the personality of… John. In virtually all the
marginals the party will have to carry the candidate, but in La Horquetta/Talparo, it is the
personality that is carrying the party.”
He also noted John had an early start out of
all the marginal seats to campaigning, which
may have been an advantage over her PNM rival, Foster Cummings.
It was a different narrative in Tobago, where
NACTA uncovered that the Progressive Democratic Patriots, led by Watson Duke, faces a

Dynamism carrying party in PNM-controlled area
major challenge to undo the PNM’s grip on the
Tobago East seat.
Tobago East has been held by different parties in the past, with the swings in its voting
pattern making it a fit for a marginal seat profile, Bisram noted.
He added the 2015 election results reveal
7,915 for the PNM’s Ayanna Webster-Roy,
which was 69 percent of the votes cast, to 1,760
for PDP’s Watson Duke, her closest rival.
Webster-Roy won four times as many votes
as Duke, Bisram said, adding, “It will take a lot
to make up that deficit. It would take a lot of
dislike for the government.”
He added: “Rowley is a home-grown boy
now at the pinnacle of achievement, from Mason Hall to Whitehall. Tobago showed him
strong support last time, and it would take a lot
to defeat him this time around in Tobago.”
According to Bisram’s analysis, if all the opposition parties in Tobago had united behind
Duke, then a much stronger challenge could
have been made to the PNM’s hold on power
on the island.
Bisram then positioned a possible scenario
where, in the event of a 20-20 tie between both
parties, and if Duke were to win his seat, then
he would hold the balance of power in Parliament. Such an occurrence took place in the
1995 election with a 17-17-2 result. It led to
National Alliance for Reconstruction leader
A.N.R. Robinson taking the UNC-led coalition
into office.
Bisram also commented on the San Fernando West seat, where the PNM’s Faris Al-

Rawi is being challenged by the UNC’s Sean
Sobers, and others. The last electoral battle saw
Al-Rawi winning 59 percent of the votes cast,
acquiring 10,112 votes to his rival’s 6,802 votes,
a significant margin of 3,310.
Said Bisram: “It would take a lot of swinging
to win a seat were the difference is over 3,000
votes.”
He also felt a significant swing would have
to occur to unseat the PNM’s Esmond Forde
in Tunapuna. Forde won by a margin of 3,615
votes in 2015, with 11,228 votes to the UNC’s
haul of 7,613.
Bisram also indicated the possibility of a low
voter turnout of 55 percent on August 10. What
NACTA had detected on the ground was an
electorate tired of the two main political parties, he said.
“It is going to be a low poll as of now, as people are very disenchanted. Not just for one side,
but for both sides. Not only the performance
of the government, but also in the selection of
candidates,” he said.
What was also discernible from NACTA’s
1,000-plus interviews was the UNC leadership
faced anger from voters over the selection of its
candidates. It was an emerging resentment that
the UNC leadership needs to address, he said.
Apart from pushback against the UNC from
its supporters, Bisram said there was also anger by PNM diehards, not over the selection of
candidates, but with disenchantment over the
government’s all-round performance.
Bisram also commented on third parties
influencing the elections, and the outcome in

Jearlean John
the marginal seats. While third parties may not
have a chance with a candidate taking away a
win, they could affect the outcome, since marginals seats are won through a narrow percentage of votes.
However, he noted the traditional two-party
system does not encourage people to vote for
smaller parties, and third-party candidates.
Said Bisram: “We have had this history of
‘crapaud’ politics that we know very well: we
put any ‘crapaud’ and people vote for them. The
mentality has not changed much in any party.
At some point in time, people are going to get
fed up, and not go out to vote. There is this wide
apathy.”

Hot like pepper for U95.7FM journalist Ken Ali

Anand Rampersadsingh

Port-of-Spain – Veteran journalist Ken Ali
found himself in the hotseat and without a job
last weekend after his manager at the radio station grew hot under the collar during a live
interview with the PNM’s Laventille West MP
Fitzgerald Hinds.
A shouting match then ensued during a
commercial break between Ali and radio station manager Anand Rampersadsingh. During the angry exchange, Hind’s live streaming
of the interview continued to be broadcast on
Facebook. Stunned by the heated, expletiveladen language issuing from Rampersadsingh’s
peppery mouth, Hinds remained totally oblivious that the conversation was being broadcast.
At the time, Hinds was the guest of Hot Like

Persad-Bissessar calls for national initiative

Port-of-Spain – UNC leader Kamla Persad“Don’t complain about the things you’re not
Bissessar last week called for a National Ac- willing to become part of to change! Now is the
cord Initiative, a move she said would unite time... We can do this together,” she said.
the membership in competing political sides
Looking forward to election day on August
against the PNM.
10, Persad-Bissessar said, “I’m convinced the
Persad-Bissessar said, “I
UNC will win. I can see it,
put out a clarion call to all
feel it, and taste it. The entire
and sundry, from whichever
country has gone yellow.”
political side who have bePersad-Bissessar also decome disheartened and disilscribed Rowley as a “blank”
lusioned, and even disgusted
man. She listed a number of
by the arrogance and aggresperceived ills, asking the pubsion of the current adminislic to fill in the “blank” on the
tration, to become a part of
name of the person responthe National Accord Initiasible.
tive to heal and help restore
“What has ‘blank’ done
Trinidad and Tobago.”
for Trinidad and Tobago in
She added: “And to those
the last five years? What has
who have once been a part
‘blank’ done for you? Not
of us, I say welcome home.
a blanking thing! So if he
Now is the time to put aside
blanking you, what will you
our differences in the interdo come August 10th? Blank
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
est of our nation. Let us come
him out of office, and let’s get
together to fight this wicked [Keith] Rowley Trinidad and Tobago working again,” she said.
government. There is room for everyone at the
Persad-Bissesar also took issue with Rowley
table and under our tent.”
calling her team of candidates a kindergarten
Persad-Bissessar said the National Accord team.
Initiative would “heal and help” those who are
“But I prefer to have them, than the geriatric
fed up with the PNM.
team you have,” she retorted.
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Pepper Radio’s 10-1 weekly programme. It was
a startling revelation for Hinds when he understood the red-hot altercation between employer and employee had been carried live on
Facebook.
“Oh my God. I was not aware!” he said. The
audience that was tuned in via Facebook heard
the entire exchange, including management’s
colourful expletives when Ali was being cussed
out by Rampersadsingh over what he alleged
was Ali’s biased interviewing of Hinds.
Said Hinds with horror following the Facebook hot mic: “All this going live? I never
stopped this. We have a problem. That thing
was live all the time!”
Similarly startled at the development, Rampersadsingh responded with, “That’s okay”.
Speaking with the media afterwards, Rampersadsingh said Ali was being biased; that he
was not conducting a proper interview.
Rampersadsingh said he wanted Ali to
speak to Hinds about the PNM’s plans for the
next five years, but he refused, and instead
maintained he was a journalist and not a public
relations agent.
Ali also spoke with the media afterwards,
saying he stood by his handling of the interview. Hinds wanted to go on talking for a
lengthy period, Ali said. As a host, Ali said he
was being fair to callers into the program when
he requested that Hinds be brief so more incoming questions could receive airtime.
However, things escalated during the commercial break when Rampersadsingh barged
into the studio to accuse him of bias, Ali said.
According to what then transpired, Rampersadsingh told Ali, “Let us find out what he is
going to do to improve the country.”
In response, Ali said: “So, therefore, it is a
PR interview then?”
Rampersadsingh: “Yes! It has to be from
now on.”
To which Ali replied: “If I had known that
and I would have asked Kenrick to do it. I am
a journalist.”
When Ali said that he could not do public
relations, Rampersadsingh then indicated [Ali]
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could not continue, and ordered the co-host to
take over.
Rampersadsingh then scolded Ali, generously spicing his language with expletives.
Said Rampersadsingh: “Is money we looking
at. To pay allyuh salary inside here, we need the
money. I don’t care what you think. If you want
you could leave. I don’t like how this going.”
He added, “It’s total bull…. Ken. You are [expletive] being biased, and I don’t like that. At
the end of the day you have to be balanced, and
you are not being balanced. I’ve been listening
to you, and I have a lot of messages here too
with what people saying about you.”
Ali responded that his job was to ask important questions, to which Rampersadsingh
retorted: “Well you’re asking bull…. questions.
When you have [expletive] Tim Gopeesingh…
and Vasant Bharath, it’s a different story with
you. At the end of the day, we have to make
money to pay allyuh, and like you not [expletive] understanding that.”
After the argument, Hinds told Ali that since
he sat down for the interview, he was not being
given an opportunity to say what he wanted.
Said Hinds: “The programme has been
scrappy for the last hour. Scrappy. They are asking questions, but you know it is hostility, but I
am not afraid of it, so I will answer them.”
Ali said he collected his personal effects,
shook the hands of Rampersadsingh, Hinds,
and other colleagues, and then left.
He said, “I think it is most regrettable. I tried
to run an even, balanced ship to get the views
of everybody and build democracy. It is more
regrettable that I did not think it would take
place given the efforts to build the brand lately.
I think I was fair to ministers, and my guests
appreciate that. But as for me, I fair because on
both sides there was unease. Clearly, the boss
wanted me to do PR,” Ali said.
Ali said Hinds did not appear upset following the controversial exchange, adding he continued with his general good nature. He said
Hinds understands the friction between politicians and journalists, and did not seem unnerved during the program.
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Panday-inspired PF out of general elections
Port-of-Spain – The Panday-inspired Patri- made it impossible for the party to produce a
otic Front pulled out of the general elections quality campaign.
last week, the fledgling party’s political leader,
Mikela noted “overwhelming support” for
Mickela Panday announcing it did not have the PF, which had made contesting the general
election an “achievable task”.
enough preparation time to
However, the announcement of
contest any of the 41 seats in
the August 10 polls.
the election date with just five
Former Prime Minister
weeks of preparation time to
August 10, made the task unBasdeo Panday is the father of
achievable.
Mikela, and was the PF’s camFollowing the election day
paign manager. She founded
announcement, Mikela said the
the PF on May 25, 2019.
Mickela made the anPF has faced “an uphill battle in
nouncement three days before
obtaining campaign financing
Nomination Day, which took
in an accountable and transparent manner, which is necessary
place on July 17. The news of
to put in place the requisite
the PF’s withdrawal was not a
surprise to analysts, despite the
election machinery”. The PF
was given a variety of options,
announcement on June 25 that
it will contest all 41 seats.
and was approached by other
Basdeo Panday
politicians about contesting the
Then an upbeat Mickela
had named her father as the party’s campaign election, she said.
However, “We needed to stay true to the
manager, saying he had “enough experience” at
fighting elections to give the party the advice principles and foundations upon which our
it needs.
party was built.” As a result, it was a “difficult”
She said while the PF had signalled its inten- decision not to contest the election.
tion to run for election on June 25, the “sudSaid Mikela: “It has never been our intenden” July 3 announcement of the election date tion to split anybody’s vote, but to appeal to the

more than 50 percent of the electorate, registered and unregistered, who do not vote at all.”
She added: “We will not do as others have
done in past, saying things merely to gain favour, popularity or political power. To achieve
this will require us sharing our target with our
target voters, our plans to bring this vision to
fruition. And to give all of our candidates a fair
chance in the 2020 general election. We do not
believe that this can be done in three weeks. It
will not only be an injustice to our young bright
new candidates, but to the country as a whole.”
Mikela said the Patriotic Front “was not
born merely to fight elections”; that “it was to
born to restructure our society”.
“We face the uphill battle of securing campaign financing in an accountable and transparent manner, which is necessary to put in
place the requisite election machinery,” she
said.
Political analyst Dr Winford James said he
was not surprised the PF withdrew. He added it
was the right decision for the young party.
James said if the PF was unable to “steal” a
large contingent of UNC supporters through
Basdeo Panday, along with swaying the independent vote, then it had little to no chance in
the upcoming elections.

Mickela Panday
Said James: “You don’t come on the eve of
elections and hope to make any significant
dent. So it was the right decision, and it was the
unsurprising decision. Hopefully, now [Mikela] will set about building a party through hard
work for the next five years. And she will challenge not only the UNC, but the PNM.”

Port-of-Spain – Allegations of sexual harassment had no bearing on why former Sport
Minister Darryl Smith was fired in April, 2018,
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley said last week.
Instead, the reason Rowley gave was Smith
was dismissed because he interfered with the
proper process of the Public Service, which resulted in a financial cost to taxpayers.
Rowley made the surprise revelation during
a public political meeting to support the PNM’s
San Juan/Barataria general election candidate,
Jason Williams.
His disclosure that Smith erred on governmental process and procedure, rather than offended with alleged sexual misconduct, clears
the way for Smith’s re-entry into public life and
the working world. He is not contesting the August 10 general elections.
At the time of Smith’s dismissal, there were
allegations of sexual misconduct in office, and
a subsequent payment of (TT) $150,000 made
to the alleged victim Carrie-Ann Moreau. The
payment was accompanied with a Non-Disclosure Agreement that has blocked its details
from taxpayers’ scrutiny.
Rowley said no complaint of sexual harassment came before him.
“In my investigation of the Darryl Smith
situation there was no complaint before me,

and no document before me, that had anything
to do with sexual harassment. I communicated
with the lawyer, and he confirmed there was no
complaint in there about sexual harassment,”
Rowley said.
He noted that while prime ministers were
not obligated to say why they hire and fire ministers, he wanted to make a public statement
on why Smith was dismissed from the Sports
Ministry.
“I fired Darryl Smith for interfering improperly in the Public Service. He did not want to
continue hiring the woman because, for reasons given to the [Permanent Secretary], she
was unsatisfactory in her job. The PS would
have been told that, and the PS prepared a dismissal letter,” Rowley stated.
Additionally, “When he did that, and the
PS put the letter of dismissal and put the complaints by the minister – a letter now exists
about the person’s unsatisfactory performance
and incompetence – he then went to the PS
and say, ‘You can’t do that... take out the cause,
because if she’s going to get another job, that
would act against that’; and the PS did that.”
Rowley said that excision then led to an industrial relations case, which was made against
the Ministry.
“The PS took that instruction from the Min-

ister, and removed the ‘Cause for Dismissal’,
and violated the Industrial Relations understanding. You can’t fire somebody and not say
what the cause is,” Rowley said.
He said the PS exposed the taxpayer, because
it was an easy case for the union to take to the
Industrial Court, and the government eventually had to pay.
“The Ministry paid for the dismissal. There
was no payment for sexual harassment,” Rowley claimed.
Rowley said that after the dismissal, there
was speculation about the real reason, with
some people even saying the PM’s office was to
blame for the controversy.
The accusations against Smith was one of
two “scandals” his government had to handle,
Rowley said. The other was a significant total
on a cell phone bill accrued by then Tourism
Minister Shamfa Cudjoe for roaming while
away from Trinidad and Tobago in 2017.
The bill exceeded (TT) $59,000 over a fourday period while Cudjoe was attending the
Caribbean Tourism Organisation’s Caribbean
Travel Marketplace in the Bahamas.
Cudjoe maintained the tens of thousands of
dollars in charges was done in error after she
failed to turn off the roaming feature on her
cellphone.

ernance. They want proper representation, and
a government that cares about addressing their
needs,” she said.
Rowley also claimed the UNC wants to get
back into government to stop the numerous
police investigations against them.
Addressing this latest claim, Persad-Bissessar said: “[Rowley] is grasping at straws. His
latest rant really shows how desperate they
are. After close to (TT) $300 billion spent, and
nothing to show for it – nothing to improve the
lives of people. That is the best he could come
up with? I am confident the people of Trinidad
and Tobago will see through his desperate attempts at distraction.”
Persad-Bissessar stated that the people will
be voting for the UNC.
“We are confident that they will place their
trust in us, as we have a plan to move Trinidad
and Tobago forward,” she said.
Persad-Bissessar also indicated last week
there were documents showing the government’s Covid-19 hampers were sent to addresses of PNM operatives for political activity.
The matter was now in the hands of lawyers,

she said.
“I have seen the documents myself, which
had addresses where PNM offices are located,
not the MPs’ offices, and I have placed it in the
hands of our lawyers who will be working on
that,” she said.
The government had promised to deliver
hampers to MPs’ offices for distribution to
citizens affected by the Covid-19 lockdown.
However, Persad-Bissessar claimed a couple
hundred hampers were sent to MPs, who were
dealing with thousands of needy constituents.
Persad-Bissessar also promised to get evidence to support her claim the government
may be bringing in party supporters from
abroad “through the back door” for the election.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “I had asked the government to state how many Trinidad and Tobago citizens are outside, and how many have
been granted exemptions. And whether it is
they are selectively letting in their own people
and supporters through the back door.”
Persad-Bissessar also spoke of the dissatisfaction among some UNC supporters over the

Kamla Persad-Bissessar
replacement of long-standing MPs with new
faces, saying, “Who vex lost. We’re going forward, and we’re going to win.”
She gave the reassurance that the new faces
in the UNC frontline have been working alongside the party’s MPs for years.
“Now is their turn. In our darkest hour after the 2015 election, they stayed faithful and
loyal to the party. So you ask me why [replacements]? That is why,” she said.

Rowley clears path for Smith’s public re-entry

Darryl Smith

Persad-Bissessar responds to Rowley’s rants
Port-of-Spain – UNC leader Kamla PersadBissessar last week described Prime Minister
Dr Keith Rowley as a desperate man, saying his
rants were concomitant with a loser that the
population is ready to remove from office.
Persad-Bissessar was responding to Rowley’s
earlier claim the UNC is buying votes for $300
as part of its efforts to win the August 10 general election.
He made the bribery claim during the PNM’s
first virtual political meeting held last week in
north Trinidad.
Said Persad-Bissessar in response: “Those
are the words of a desperate man who knows
the people of Trinidad and Tobago are ready to
vote him and his incompetent bunch out of office.”
She added nationals are ready to vote out the
Rowley government and needed no incentive
to do so. Nationals of Trinidad and Tobago are
suffering, and do not have to be paid to exercise
their democratic right to vote, she said.
“The people of Trinidad and Tobago have
suffered for five years under Keith Rowley. We
are sure that people are fed up with poor gov-
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Chaudhvin Ka Chand - full moon or the sun?
By Sukhpreet Kahlon
irected by M Sadiq, the classic Chaudhvin Ka Chand
(1960) came right after the failure of Kaagaz Ke Phool
(1959), which shattered actor-filmmaker Guru Dutt
who vowed never to take credit as director again. Although
Guru Dutt’s subsequent films bore the great director’s unmistakable stamp, he never did take credit for any of them.
Guru Dutt produced and acted in his next project, Chaudhvin Ka Chand (1960), a Muslim social set in the era of the nawabs of Lucknow. The film tells the story of two friends who fall in
love with the same woman.
Aslam (Guru Dutt) is an ordinary man who is deeply

D
The luminous Waheeda Rehman with the amorous
Guru Dutt in Chaudhvin ka Chand

Viral world sends NY Film Festival virtual
Movie gala set to stream over 40 feature films July 24-August 2

T

The closing film will be Geethu Mohandas’ Moothon, a story
he New York Indian Film Festival is going virtual for
about love and loss that travels from serene, untouched beaches
its 20th edition amid the coronavirus pandemic. The
of Lakshdweep to the hustle-bustle of the streets of Mumbai.
digital movie gala will stream over 40 feature films,
Produced by Anurag Kashyap, Moothon had premiered at
shorts and documentaries from the Indian subcontinent, includlast year’s Toronto International Film Festival.
ing Vibha Bakshi’s National Award-winning project Son Rise
Bakshi’s Son Rise, which won the Naand Tanuja Chandra’s documentary Aunty
tional Award for Best non feature film in
Sudha, Aunty Radha.
2019, will be among the two centerpieces
The festival, scheduled to take place
that the festival will host this year.
from July 24-August 2, will screen feature
NYIFF said in a press release that
and non-feature projects in various Indian
Son Rise is a powerful documentary that
languages including Assamese, Bengali,
explores how patriarchy is so deep-rooted
Haryanvi, Hindi, English, Ladakhi, Maithiin parts of India, especially in the state of
li, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, and Tamil.
Haryana.
Usually held around April-May every year in Manhattan, the festival, was
UN Women Executive Director
postponed this year due to the COVID-19
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka was the guest
outbreak.
of honour at the premiere of the film
“We were disappointed to postpone
in Mumbai last year. Mlambo-Ngcuka
this year’s New York Indian Film Festival
had said at the time that the beautiful
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. But
thing about the arts is that it reflects our
we are thrilled to bring the virtual edition
thoughts, it changes our minds, it demof the festival with the same films we had
onstrates our foolishness, it brings tears
selected for NYIFF 2020,” NYIFF festival
to our eyes, but it (also) leaves us with a
director Aseem Chhabra said in a stateprofound opportunity to reflect.
ment.
The second centerpiece is director
Aseem Chhabra
Indo-American Arts Council, the leading
Tanuja Chandra’s documentary Aunty
cultural organisation that presents the festival, said the virtual
Sudha, Aunty Radha which explores the lives of her two
edition will enable audiences not just in New York, but across
paternal aunts: sisters and widows, who live together in an
North America to view films, some of which will also have a
ancestral house in a village in Uttar Pradesh.
global reach.
A conversation session is being planned with acclaimed
“The COVID-19 pandemic has forced the closure of theactor Manoj Bajpayee, whose films Bhonsle, Aligarh, Gangs of
aters, but we believe that in such trying times arts, including
Wasseypur, and Chittagong have previously been screened at
films are even more important for the community’s well-being.
the festival.
So, this year we have decided to bring the films directly into
The NYIFF is the oldest Indian film event in North
your living rooms,” IAAC Vice Chairman Rakesh Kaul said.
America. Over the years, the festival has held New York
The festival will open with Geetha J’s Malayalam film Run
premieres of a wide range of films, many of them criticallyKalyani, a drama centred around the protagonist Kalyani, a
acclaimed, including Monsoon Wedding, The Namesake,
young woman who works as a cook while also taking care of
Slumdog Millionaire, Shahid, Dum Laga Ke Haisha and Gangs
her ailing aunt.
of Wasseypur.

indebted to nawab Pyare Miyan (Rehman) for having helped
him out when he was in dire straits. To get the nawab out of a
difficult situation, Aslam agrees to marry the priest’s daughter
Jameela (Waheeda Rehman).
The nawab is secretly in love with a young woman, but does
not know that she is none other than the priest’s daughter.
Aslam realises the mix-up, which is the result of veiled faces
and gender-based cordoning of spaces. Intent on being a good
friend, he prepares to make the ultimate sacrifice. In the end,
caught in a rather impossible situation, one decides to bow out,
but in keeping with the tehzeeb (culture) of the place.
The milieu, nawabi culture and centrality of Lucknow as a
place of genteel manners and grace are eulogised in the opening song which is an ode to the town. The place is, of course,
an imagined one, where friendship and loyalty still matter and
one’s honour and word are fundamental to one’s being.
Chaudhvin Ka Chand captured the imagination of the
audience, transporting it to a finer time. A review in Filmfare
magazine said the film “recaptures romance of a bygone era,
when veiled maidens held secret trysts with their lovers in the
corridors of the great mansions of Lucknow”.
What remains most memorable in the film, 60 years after
its making, is the immortal title song sung by Mohammed Rafi
and the luminous beauty of Waheeda Rehman. Ziya Us Salam
in his book Houseful: The Golden Years of Hindi Cinema narrated the story behind the idea of the song: “One night Guru
Dutt and [music composer] Ravi were coming back from a
mushaira [poetry session]. Ravi had a line on his lips: Chaudhvin ka chand ho ya aftab ho. But it was not a complete couplet.
Once home, he shared it with [lyricist] Shakeel Badayuni who
immediately responded, Jo bhi ho tum khuda ki qasam laajawab
ho! And so was the song born.
The song was filmed on the mesmerising Waheeda Rehman.
Speaking about the song later, the actress recalled that after the
film became a big hit, the makers decided to remake the song
in colour, since colour film had only just started coming into
India. And so they did, but, curiously, the Central Board of
Film Censors, as the body was then, asked for a shot to be cut
out.
Perplexed, the producer asked why the shot needed to be cut
when it had been passed in the black and white version. The
censors said Waheeda’s eyes were red and looked too sensuous.
In reality, her eyes were turning red due to the heat of the harsh
lights on set!
Chaudhvin Ka Chand won Filmfare awards for Best Playback
Singer (Male), Best Lyricist and Best Art Direction. It was also
the biggest commercial success of Guru Dutt’s career and enabled the filmmaker to undertake his ambitious project, Sahib
Bibi Aur Ghulam (1962).

Cultural fix needed for nepotism

A

ctor Abhay Deol says he went the extra mile in his caconsidered ‘out of the box’,” he said.
reer to make his own path and called his uncle, veteran
A cultural evolution is needed to for change, he said.
star Dhamendra, whom he fondly calls his “Dad’, his
“If we are serious about making changes for the better, then
inspiration.
focusing on only one aspect, one industry, while ignoring the
Deol took to Instagram, where he spoke about nepotism
many others, will be incomplete and possibly counter producprevalent everywhere. He also shared a pictive. We need a cultural evolution. After all,
ture of himself along with Dharmendra.
where do our filmmakers, politicians, and
“My uncle, whom I affectionately call
businessmen come from? They are people
‘Dad’, was an outsider who made it big in
just like everyone,” he said.
the film industry. I’m glad there is an active
“They grow up within the same system
debate on the practices behind the scenes.
as everybody else. They are a reflection of
Nepotism is just the tip of the iceberg. I’ve
their culture. Talent everywhere deserves
only ever made one film with my family, my
a chance to shine in his or her medium.
firstst, and I’m grateful to be blessed and
As we have learnt over the past few weeks,
have that privilege,” Deol wrote alongside
there are several ways in which an artist is
the image.
either uplifted to success, or beaten down to
“I’ve gone that extra mile in my career
failure.”
to make my own path, something that Dad
Deol feels glad that more actors are
always encouraged. For me he was the inspicoming out today, and “speaking of their
ration,” he said.
experiences”.
Deol added that nepotism exists every“I've been vocal about mine for years
Abhay Deol
where.
now, but as a lone voice I could only do so
“Nepotism is prevalent everywhere in our culture, be it in
much. It’s easy to smear one artist for speaking out, and I have
politics, business, or film. I was well aware of it, and it pushed
been at the receiving end from time to time. But as a group, a
me to take chances with new directors and producers throughcollective, that becomes difficult. Maybe now is our watershed
out my career. That is how I was able to make movies that were
moment,” he said.
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Ali Fazal

Fazal ‘listens to her’

A

ctor Ali Fazal is all for gender equality, and wants
the issue of domestic violence to be destigmatised. He had earlier joined hands with actorfilmmaker Nandita Das for her short Listen To Her, which
addresses domestic violence.
The film also has voices from actress Amruta Subhash
and lyricist Swanand Kirkire.
The film conceived and shot in the lockdown as a
response to growing cases of domestic violence, identifies
multiple forms of abuse.
“Domestic violence is agnostic to class, religion, and
other such societal barriers. This was an important message for people to come forward and destigmatise the
issue. For a systematic shift to happen, we need to support
the survivors of domestic violence to speak up and create
a safe environment for them,” said Ali.
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278 Eddystone Avenue
North York
(South of Finch off Jane St)

647

Now
Open

344.7700

5 DOUBLES 5 FREE
Specials:

BUY

& GET

DHALPURI/
&
BUY 5 PARATHA GET 5 FREE
BUY 5 ALOO PIES 5 FREE
& GET
Everyday Specials:
Veggie Roti Only $
Chicken Roti

6.99
99
$6.
99
$6.
99
$6.
$

Jerk Chicken with Rice & Peas
Bone Chicken with Roti or Rice
Shrimp Roti Only

Opening
Hours:

4.99

Dhal, Rice & Smoked Herring
Callaloo, Rice & Stew Chicken
Pachowni with Rice & Dhal
Stew Chicken with Rice & Dhal

Wednesday to Saturday
Sunday					
Monday & Tuesday		

9 am to 7 pm
9 am to 4 pm
Closed

We do small & large catering. Uber Eats Delivery.
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England stoked as win levels Test series

A

how destructive he can be when he needs to be, and when he
motivated England took a decisive win in the second
needs to bat time and play to the situation, he can do that too.”
match on Monday, leveling the Test series 1-1, the vicChasing a victory target of 312 for the win, West Indies were
tory leaving the Wisden Trophy still within the grasp
dismissed for 198 in the final session,
of either team. With England taking
with Shamarh Brooks top-scoring with
away a 113‑run victory at Emirates Old
a patient 62, his second half-century of
Trafford, the scene is set for a thrilling
the game, while Jermaine Blackwood
battle between the two teams in the third
contributed 55, and Jason Holder 35.
and final Test, which begins on Friday.
For England, Stuart Broad took three
The second Test match was all about
wickets for 42 runs for England, with
Ben Stokes, named Man of the Match,
pacer Ben Stokes taking away two wickespecially noticeable with his bat proets for 30.
ducing 254 runs, and his pace contribWest Indies captain Jason Holder was
uting three valuable wickets that took
predictably unhappy with the loss.
England to the win.
Said Holder, “We’re disappointed
Stokes was centre stage throughwith the result. We have let ourselves
out the game, despite the absence of
down. England played a good game of
applause from fans, for a double-cencricket so they deserve all the credit.
tury innings that was blemished with a
We could have stretched the game [on
clumsy drop at deep extra-cover by John
Sunday], but that’s when we let ourCampbell.
selves down and lost wickets in clusters.
Said Stokes: “To come here after a
England bowlers challenged our batters
disappointing loss in Southampton, to
a lot, stuck to their tasks, and held their
perform like we did here, especially with
lengths.”
rain, shows we are capable of putting in
Ben Stokes
He added: “The batters got caught
performances like this. It can be a drivin the crease; we need to get forward or back and make sure
ing force for us.”
we are decisive about playing or leaving, and also with our
England captain Joe Root was also rooting for Stokes, telling
the BBC: “Ben keeps developing his game and improving all the footwork… It’s a short-term problem, honestly. We need to
understand scenarios better. English bowlers tend to bowl long
time. Credit to him – he really has taken every opportunity to
spells, so we need more grit and trust our defences for longer.”
make himself a better player. Throughout the game you’ve seen

Missed pivotal opportunities costing English wins

T

he West Indies taking away the win on July 12 once
Sibley failed to make it to double figures. In the second innings,
again revealed England to be caught in a pattern of losEngland lost five quick wickets on the fourth evening, which
ing the opening Test of a series. The English team has
handed the initiative to West Indies.
now lost the first match in eight of their last 11 series, Cricbuzz
Said Silverwood: “There were a few times when we could
reported last week.
have grabbed the game by the scruff of the neck. The first inEnglish coach Chris Silverwood admitted the ongoing first
nings – we could have capitalised more on that. Probably more
Test loss in a series was a concern, and
relevantly, in the second innings when
that overcoming it meant the team had to
we managed to get ourselves in a good
identify and better handle pivotal moments
position, then lost wickets in a rush
in matches.
again.”
It was not evident in the first Test, which
He added: “Should we have capitalas Silverwood noted, occurred on the
ised on that position, the game would
fourth evening when the game pivoted with
have been in a different scenario, and
West Indies taking five for 30 in 11 overs.
they’d have been chasing more runs at
“We have to address it, and look at how
the end there, which would have played
we get out of the blocks a little bit quicker,”
into our hands.”
Silverwood said.
While England is continuing with
He added: “Part and parcel of that, if we
the trend of losing opening Test
look at this game, is recognising the key
matches, there is also a pattern of the
situation in a game [is] that it can pivot.
team bouncing back into the series, as
[Shannon] Gabriel and [Alzarri] Joseph
happened in South Africa. England lost
bowled a good spell at us and turned the
the opening Test in Centurion, but then
game on its head. So, it’s recognising situawent on to win the next three matches.
tions like that, and making more of them,
Silverwood said he is looking forward a
and making sure that we put the opposition
similar response.
under pressure, rather than being put under
“We had a good chat in the dresspressure ourselves. I think if we do that,
ing room afterwards – as you always
Chris Silverwood
that’ll go a long way to winning that first
do, you sit down and you look at areas
Test match of the series.”
where you missed opportunities here, you’ve built well there,”
Silverwood also thought the failure of England's batsmen
he said.
to capitalise on their gains was the major reason for the Ageas
He added: “I tend to try and find the positives in everything.
Bowl loss against West Indies.
How are we going to move forward? South Africa was used as
The West Indies left the field with a first Test victory and
an example of how well we can bounce back. Hopefully, we play
four wickets on hand. Silverwood cited failures by English bats- to our potential, and we’ll get in a similar position. But as we’ve
men to capitalise on a number of starts across both innings as
seen, we’re going to have to play well. What I don’t want to do
the primary reason for the defeat.
is take any credit away from the West Indies, because I thought
In the first innings, out of the top eight batsmen, just Dom
they played very, very well.”

TKR franchise looking at financial hit for CPL 2020

T

he franchise Trinbago Knight Riders will take a financial hit for the Caribbean Premier League this year from
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and from no spectators
at matches, TKR boss Venky Mysore said last week.
Mysore is Chief Executive Officer of Red Chillies Entertainment, which owns the TKR franchise.
Said Mysore: “We are really excited that [Trinidad and
Tobago] is hosting CPL 2020 in its entirety. The TKR fans are
in for a treat, and we look forward to the wholehearted support
TKR always gets from the fans of Trinbago.
He added: “It’s only fitting that a cricket-loving country like
[Trinidad and Tobago] will witness the very first [Twenty20]
tournament in the world since the onset of the pandemic.”
Mysore was also concerned about the affected finances,
noting.
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“Needless to say, without crowds in the stadiums the revenues will take a big hit,” he said.
He added, ”In addition, businesses have suffered, and that
will reflect in lower sponsorship revenue as well. Going in,
we realised that TKR will incur significant losses, but there is
a strong desire for us to see cricket take centre stage again in
[Trinidad and Tobago].”
Mysore said players had taken cuts in fees to make this season happen, noting “the collective objective was to find ways of
staging the tournament despite financial losses”.
He added: “The easiest thing would have been to say, ‘Let’s
skip this year and restart in 2021’, but we are delighted that all
stakeholders have stepped up to make it happen. I am confident that the huge fan base of TKR across the world will enjoy
cricket again.”

Sir Vivian Richards @ivivianrichards July 12
First game after the break belongs to us!
Some gritty performance from the lads. This team deserves the win in this game. Congratulations boys
You make us proud... #ENGvWIpic.twitter.com/wYAVRGOwh6

‘Fans’ atwitter over
Windies first win

W

hen West Indies took win number one in
Test cricket’s first ever bio-secure series at
Old Trafford on July 12, Twitter lit up with
congratulations from former players, now fans, who took
flight with the victory.
Among former players soaring over the West Indian
performance in the first Test were Sir Vivian Richards,
Brian Lara, Courtney Walsh, Ian Bishop, and Daren
Ganga.
Following the win, Richards tweeted: “First game after
the break belongs to us. Some gritty performance from
the lads. This team deserves the
win in this game. Congratulations boys. You make us proud.”
Lara also tweeted: “Great
Test match victory! Well done
to @Jason Holder and the boys.
To the coaching and management staff great job getting the
guys ready.”
Bishop declared on Twitter,
“Can’t speak highly enough
about the skill and character
shown by @windiescricket.
Daren Ganga
Very well coached and led by @
Coachsim13 and @ Jaseholder98. Kudos to Gabriel and
Blackwood as well for outstanding contributions. Yes still
two Tests to go but good start.”
And Walsh tweeted: “Great character shown in this
win by some key players... congratulations to coach, capt
and team.”
Former West Indies player and Trinidad and Tobago
skipper Daren Ganga also tweeted congratulations,
saying, “Absolutely brilliant by the West Indies, 1st Test
win of the three-match series. It was always going to be
tough in the UK, but great character and resolve by Jason
Holder and his team. Critical contributions made by
Gabriel and Blackwood. Celebrate and set your sights on
the next one.”
Also, an ecstatic Tony Gray, former fast bowler, said
he believed the team had what it took to hold England off
and bring home the series.
Gray said he felt the West Indian pacers would continue to produce results by exploiting “inexperienced”
English batting.
England’s first Test was played without its regular
skipper Joe Root. The English team was mowed down by
West Indies captain Jason Holder, who produced a careerbest six-wicket haul in the first innings. Dismissed for
204, the English side was the routed by Shannon Gabriel,
who took five wickets in the second innings, leaving West
Indies with a target of 199 for the win.
Said Gray: “I was hugely impressed with… Holder in
the first innings... I was hugely impressed with… Gabriel.
This is his first real outing coming back from an ankle
operation… He bowled very well and very fast.”
He was also looking to Kemar Roach performing better with the ball,
Said Gray: “[Roach] was fighting the pitch. In the first
innings because he was the senior fast bowler, he tried
too hard, he wasn’t patient enough. In the second innings,
because the conditions were so good for batting, and
he was not getting movement through the air or off the
pitch, he found it very difficult.”
Daren Ganga @DarenGanga Jul 12
Absolutely brilliant by the West Indies, 1st Test
win of the 3 match series. It was always going
to be tough in the UK, but great character and
resolve by @Jaseholder98 and his team.
Critical contributions made by Gabriel & Blackwood.
Celebrate and set your sights on the next one.
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Blackwood off on the right foot with new, confident approach

B

orn on November 20, 1991, Jermaine
Blackwood is a right-handed, middle-order
batsman from Jamaica. According to Sreshth
Shah’s profile on ESPN Cricinfo, Blackwood is a
natural stroke-maker, and has played more than 100
first-class games in his career so far.
He made his Test debut in June, 2014, following
major and successful run-gathering during the 201314 domestic first-class season in the Caribbean. He
scored 63 in his debut match during the home Test
series against New Zealand.
Blackwood became a regular bat for West Indies
until the tour of Zimbabwe in October 2017, scoring
nine 50s and a century against England in 2015.
However, his run rate fell dramatically afterwards,
scoring just 15 runs in his last five innings in that
period, and was dropped from the team.
However, his versatile performances continued in
domestic first-class cricket. These performances kept
him on the cricketing radar, particularly with the
West Indies first XI. He did not altogether fade into
the pavilion, with a brief appearance as a concussion
substitute against India in 2019. He did not make
the side again until the first Test against England in
Southampton.
Blackwood was performing magnificently in
the 2020 first-class cricket season, well in form
and piling on the runs, which after eight matches,
showed batting figures of 768 runs in 15 innings
for Jamaica. It included a double hundred against
Leeward Islands. Unfortunately, the Leewards’ game
was the last tournament match, and soon afterwards,
Covid-19 stopped play.
According to Roger Harper, West Indies’ chairman of selectors, Blackwood received the pick to
return to the West Indies “on the sheer weight” of
Jermaine Blackwood leans back for a confident shot
his 2020 first-class performances. Notably, Harper
praised Blackwood’s “patience and consistency”,
knock at Southampton, Blackwood has made three 50s and a
which was becoming more and more evident in 2020 before the hundred against England. His average of 55 against England
pandemic shut down the sporting world.
is the best among all current West Indies players. Also, this
However, Blackwood would have remained in Jamaica
average stands among acquisitions by the West Indian greats:
weathering out the coronavirus had it not been for the deciLawrence Rowe, George Headley, Viv Richards, Brian Lara, and
sions by Shimron Hetmyer and Darren Bravo to not tour
Garry Sobers, which places him in elite company.
England this year. What it meant was Blackwood made the
Blackwood’s unbeaten 112 at North Sound in 2015 saw the
flight to England with the 14-man squad for the Test series as
West Indies taking away victory, and his 85 in the third Test at
a middle-order, replacing a selected player who had chosen to
Bridgetown also contributed significantly to the win. Like in
shelter in place in the Caribbean from the coronavirus.
Southampton last week, he also hit the winning run.
Meanwhile, he scored just 62 runs in four innings during the
His 79 runs was the lone, notable contribution when West
intra-squad warm-up games. Had West Indies chosen to play
Indies toured England in 2017. In that game, West Indies
specialist spinner in Rahkeem Cornwall earlier this month in
slumped to defeat in the first Test after Alastair Cook scored
the first Test, Blackwood would have been one of the very few
243 in the first innings. Afterwards, Blackwood made crucial
onsite spectators watching the game.
contributions of 49 and 41 in the Headingley Test, which West
Blackwood’s only Test century was acquired in 2015 when
Indies won through magnificent knocks of twin centuries from
England toured the Caribbean. It is also notable that over 41
Shai Hope.
percent of his Test runs have come against the English.
Once again, this time in 2020 under rigorous rules in place
Including his match-winning 95 runs in his second innings
for pandemic play, Blackwood acquired the runs with a second

innings 95 that took West Indies over the finish line.
Five short of his second ton, Blackwood entered his
latest Test with a new batting mantra. The plan was to
“bat as long as possible”, he said; he meant to change
the “wrong impressions” people had of him. He was
keenly aware that, in his words, “It’s been two-and-ahalf years that I’ve been out of the Test team”.
He was also very aware of the offered opportunity
for him to prove himself, saying during the intra-squad
warm-up game West Indies played before the first Test:
“This opportunity has come out and I have to grab it
with both hands. I have something to go out there and
prove against all the best bowlers in the world. I want
to score runs against them.”
He had made changes to his game even before the
squad left for England, he said.
“Right now, it’s a more determined Jermaine Blackwood, and a more focused Jermaine Blackwood. Being
dropped helped me to go back and work on my game
and my mental space, and to come back strong,” he
said.
Additionally, “It wasn’t anything too much to do
with the technical aspect of batting; just some little
tweaks. But the mental side, I had to change a bit. I
did a lot of reading just to help my mental space going
forward. That’s really helped me.”
Following his performances at the intra-squad game,
he said: “It’s about patience for me, spending lots of
time in the middle. That doesn’t say if I get a bad ball I
won’t put it to the boundary. I don’t change too much
of my shot selection. It’s just staying a bit more patient,
batting a lot of deliveries – trying to bat for a whole
day, or a day-and-a-half.”
He weathered well the hostile pace attack led by
Jofra Archer on the final day of the Southampton Test.
Despite falling just five runs short of his second Test
hundred, his 95 was the start to a whole new narrative
in Blackwood’s Test career. It certainly put West Indies
in pole position, with the team taking the lead in the series.
It appears his new approach paid off in tempering his aggressive instincts, and spending as much time as possible out in
the middle.
Said Blackwood: “It wasn't difficult at all. It is mostly
mentally for me. It’s not too much about my technical work or
things like that. I just told myself that I’m just going to bat for
as long as possible, and once I face over 100 to 200 balls, I know
I am going to score runs. So that is my plan going forward.”
He added: “Looking back, when I just started playing for
West Indies, I would normally go after the bowling from ball
one, and I wasn’t really giving myself a chance. So, this year,
I told myself I’m going to give myself more of a chance at the
wicket by trying to bat for as long as possible. I wasn’t thinking
about scoring, to be honest. I was just more thinking about batting for long as possible because I knew once I was out there, I
was going to score, so that was my plan.”
(With files from ESPN Cricinfo, and the Trinidad Express.)

In the numbers game, stocks of West Indies players on the rise

C

aptain Jason Holder now holds the highest rating
points by a West Indies bowler in two decades, and is
closing in on the number one spot in the International
Cricket Council’s bowling rankings, the Caribbean Media Corporation reported last week.
His upward mobility saw a climb of one spot last week into
second place following his outstanding performance in the first
Test against England.
Holder finished with a seven-wicket match haul in Southampton as West Indies beat England by four wickets. With this
performance, Holder shot upwards to a career-best 862 ratings
points.
It is the highest rating since pacer Courtney Walsh acquired
866 points in August, 2000.
Holder also retained his spot as Test cricket’s top-ranked
all-rounder, and has not budged from 35th place in the batting
rankings. It means he is also the highest-placed batsman in the
West Indies.
He put on a superb performance with the ball in the first
innings at the Ageas Bowl earlier this month, taking away a
career-best six for 42.
His tenacity sent England into a downward spin-out, scoring 204 in their first innings, which gave West Indies an early
opening that took them to victory.
The feat at Southampton was Holder’s sixth five-wickets’
haul in his last ten Tests, a performance that has now confirmed his status as one of the elite bowlers in the game.
Right behind Holder is England’s Ben Stokes, now in second
place in the all-rounder’s rankings. Earlier this month, his
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numbers moved to 431
points, narrowing the gap
between them to 54 points.
Stokes accumulated
scores of 43 and 46 during
the Southampton Test, an
effort that saw him entering
the top ten at ninth place in
the batting rankings.
Also, Stokes took six
wickets, an acquisition that
saw him leap-frogging up
the charts three places to
position him at 23rd in the
bowling rankings.
Holder also found himself
with more company in his
ranking, with pacer Shannon Gabriel’s nine-wickets
taking him up one place
to 18th, which was further
Jason Holder hit the highest bowling rating points
consolidation of his residence in
saw him moving up seven spots to 37th place. Opener Kraigg
the top 20.
Brathwaite was able to put the brakes on his downward slide,
Gabriel’s unrelenting spells of bowling torpedoed England’s
taking a four-spot leap up to 48th place following his first inbatting in the second innings, when he picked up five wickets.
nings top score of 65.
Despite the rigours of playing to no fans, and in an atmoRoston Chase also moved three places up to 45th place,
sphere treacherous with the coronavirus, the West Indies batswhile Jermaine Blackwood’s match-winning 95 took him up 14
man continued with upward mobility earlier this month.
points to 58th place.
A first innings knock of 61 by wicketkeeper Shane Dowrich
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GTA LEADERS REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, #26, Vaughan, Ontario L4L 4C2

TEL: 416-241-3337
FAX: 416-987-0056
gtaleaders@gmail.com
www.teamgtahomes.com
HOME IS WHERE
YOUR STORY BEGINS
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$679,900

I

started looking for my first
home five years ago. My husband and I found GTA Leaders Realty where we worked closely
with Abdool Saheed. We were first
time home buyers and we wanted
to make the right move and invest
in our first home as newlyweds.
We started the process and landed
the right home for us in Central
Ajax. We couldn't have been happier.
We are now approaching our
fifth wedding anniversary in May
and our perfect home for two is no
longer a fit for three.
We contacted Abdool again to
sell our house and help us to find
our new dream home.
It has been nothing but amazing
working with a professional caring
individual and his team. He sold
our house and we were able to buy
our new dream home.

Beautiful 4 bedroom, semi-backsplit
home in Brampton. Bright home with
lots of sunlight, eat-in-kitchen, hardwood floor thru-out, large paved driveway, large shed in backyard. New H/E
furnace. Close to all amenities. Move-in
ready. Transit and easy access to Hwy
410.

$649,900
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FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• Life • Mortgage
• Disability
• Travel • Visitor
• Critical Illness
• Super Visa
• RESP & RRSP
• Investment
If you fail to
plan, then
you’re planning
to fail.

$699,900
Location! Location! Location!
Freehold townhouse with 3 bedrooms + potential for 2 more bedrooms. Walkout to 2 balconies. Close
to all amenities including places of
worship, shopping centres, steps to
TTC, seconds from 401, 400, & 07.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor
Cell: 416-731-7527

Tel: 647-852-7243

Nestled In One Of Whitby's Finest
Communities, Close To Shopping,
Schools, Transit 'Willows Walk' By Solmar Is A Place You Want To Call Home.
This 3 Bdrm & Media Nook On The 2nd
Flr Shows Pride Of Ownership. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors Greet
You At The Entrance. The Kitchen Is
Breathtaking With Plenty Of Cupboards
& Pantry. Backsplash Is Illuminated
With Under Cabinet Lighting.No Carpet
In The Whole House. Must See. Too
Much To List, Just Move In!
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YORKWOOD
CONDOS
JANE & SHEPPARD
STARTING FROM
LOW $300s
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MORTGAGE
1st, 2nd and Refinance
PROPOSAL / BANKRUPTCY
Make One Small Monthly Payment
For all Your Debts
INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal - Business
Business Registration
HST - Payroll - WSIB

Abdool Saheed
Cell: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
647-293-8397

