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Passing of Two Guyanese Icons

Guyana has lost ‘an outstanding soul’

www.omesh.com

Georgetown – The country has lost a “true son of the a heritage where his ancestors were Indentured labourers
soil” and “an outstanding soul”, Guyana President Irfaan from India. Consequently, he remained reconnected to
Ali said following the passing of Yesu Persaud, a pioneer- these ancestral roots. As Samaroo noted, while Persaud’s
ing businessman and national icon. Persaud died on career path did not afford the time for him to do hands-on
work on the land, he still insisted that the landscaping at
Monday; he was 93.
his house include many fruit trees and
In a Facebook post, Ali said he
garden vegetables.
learnt of Persaud’s death with “great
“He grew up on the estates, and
sadness”. He extended condolences to
liked to be among plants and nature.
family, friends, management and staff
He enjoyed walking among the plants
of Demerara Distillers Limited and
and enjoyed seeing them bear fruit,”
Demerara Bank Limited, and the wider
Samaroo said.
private sector.
Even as he remained connected with
Komal Samaroo, long time friend,
the land and his heritage, Persaud simulbusiness partner, and Chairman of DDL,
taneously built one of Guyana’s largest
shared insights with Stabroek News into
establishments in DDL. He later foundPersaud’s personal and business life, noted DBL, where he retained a major role
ing that while he kept “workaholic”
up to his passing.
hours, at the same time he placed equal
A chartered accountant, Persaud was
value on family and humanity.
also a key player behind the Institute
Said Samaroo: “[Persaud] was conof Private Enterprise Development, an
sumed with his work, but he was a
Yesu Persaud
organisation that has provided loans
cultural man and didn’t one day forget
his cultural roots [by] getting more tied into it as time to thousands of small entrepreneurs. He served at IPED
permitted. He was a Hindu and reflected the teachings of from October 1985 to January 2018.
He was also well-known for philanthropic work,
humility. It was something outstanding to watch. He came
from humble beginnings, and never forgot that, even as he and played a key role in the activities of the Indian
rose on the social ladder. [He] was humble, treated every- Commemoration Trust.
Also leading the tributes following Persaud’s passing
one with respect and dignity, and …that is why anywhere
was DDL, with which he had been closely associated for
he went he was loved.”
See Page 12: Guyana loses
Samaroo also recalled Persaud’s background was from

Rai respected cultural diversity, balance

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Georgetown – Former Home Affairs Minister of Indian recruitment.”
As Ramharack also noted, Rai played a major role at
British Guiana, Balram Singh Rai passed away in London,
England on January 6. He would have turned 101 years the historical 1960 Constitutional Conference in London,
where the issue of self-government was discussed.
on February 8.
He was also a key player in preventRai was one of the last major surviving then British Guiana from descending
ing political figures of Guyana’s prefurther into deep, racial conflict on Black
Independence period.
Friday, February 16, 1962, “when British
In a tribute to the national icon,
Guiana was in the throes of anti-budget
Rai’s official biographer, Baytoram
demonstrations in Georgetown”.
Ramharack, lamented his passing while
As Ramharack noted, “Rai counterrecalling his historical contribution to
manded an order by the police commisGuyana.
sioner to shoot protestors if warranted.
[Ramharack’s tribute is published
Had this happened, British Guiana would
on Page 14 in this edition].
have descended further into a state of
Said Ramharack: “Rai rose to political
ethnic strife.”
prominence in 1957 after winning a seat
Reacting to his uncle’s passing, former
to the colonial legislature as a [People’s
Chancellor of the Judiciary (Ag), Carl
Progressive Party] candidate by defeatSingh told Stabroek News he believes Rai
ing Sydney King (Eusi Kwayana) in a
Balram Singh Rai
died a “disappointed” man.
close election for the Central Demerara
“He left Guyana an extremely disappointed man, and I
constituency. He served as Minister of Education (19591961) and later, as Minister of Home Affairs (1961-1962). rather suspect he took that disappointment to his grave,”
As a PPP minister, he respected cultural diversity, advo- Justice Singh said.
However, he added that Rai will be remembered
cated for the liberalisation of local government, and
promoted ‘balance’ in the police force through targeted
See Page 12: Justice Singh
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* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

WHO: No nation
out of woods yet

Toronto – World Health
Organisation Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
yesterday revealed that the
Omicron variant continues to
sweep the world, with last week
seeing over 18 million reported
cases.
However, while by yesterday
the number of the world’s Covid19 deaths was stable for the
moment, Ghebreyesus said he
was concerned about the impact
Omicron was having on already
exhausted health workers and
overburdened health systems.
He added, “I remain particularly concerned about many
countries that have low vaccination rates, as people are many
times more at risk of severe illness and death if they’re unvaccinated. Omicron may be less
severe, on average of course, but
the narrative that it is a mild
See Page 3: Community
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$1,199,000

$899,000
Spacious Home

Impressive

You are a perfect home: 3 bdrms on upper level,
large eat-in kitchen w/S/S appls & open concept
liv/din room. Your 3rd level features side entrance,
bdrm & fam rm with sliding doors & private patio.
Bsmt features impressive open concept design with
roughed-in kitchen. You are my perfect gift.

Beautiful detached bungalow with modern finishes.
Features 3 bedrooms, 4 washrooms, separate
entrance & 2 laundries. Everything new from top to
bottom. Designer kitchen with quartz counters and
backsplash, high quality flooring, pot lights, close
to stores.

O

Beautiful detached 3+2 bedrooms bungalow.
Features eat-in kitchen, separate family rm, large
living rm, detached dble garage, upgraded kitchen
with backsplash, hardwood floors, 2 beautiful
bedrooms, fin basement with sep entrance, large
sized living room with wood fireplace!

S

Smart Buy!

LD

$1,299,000

$499,900
Modern

2

LD

Modern suite with a gourmet kitchen, quartz
countertop, laminate floors, LED lights and new
washroom. It’s a spacious open concept design
with an oversized bedroom, utility room and open
balcony. Comes with 4 new appliances.

Impressive home with extended driveway, garage
w/remote and internal access, gourmet kitchen w/
quartz countertop, laundry accessories & private
dining room. The family room features long vaulted
ceilings w/LED lighting and a walk-out balcony.
This home has 4 bedrooms and 3 washrooms.

You will get to see my luxury condo with 2 bedrooms, 2 bath, large open concept living and
dining room, upgraded kitchen, appliances, filled
w/natural light. There’s an open balcony off the
master bedroom. Amenities include indoor/outdoor pool, sauna, gym, tennis, and more.

O

Affordable Solutions

5-Level Blacksplit

It’s About 1,300 Square Feet

This is a beautiful home with 3 bedrooms, 2
modern washrooms, LED potlights throughout the
main floor and upper level, open concept, new
kitchen with quartz counters, fenced yard and a
finished basement with an in-law suite.

$359,000

$899,900

$499,000
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$180,000

Cheap

Located near Jane & Shoreham in North York.
Features 2 bdrms, 4-piece washroom, spacious
kitchen, private dining room and a large living
room leading to an open balcony. Clean suite with
parquet floors and ceramics.

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Business Costs Rebate program now open

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Toronto — Eligible businesses required to close or reduce support payments. To learn more, including to find a full list
capacity due to the current public health measures in place to of eligible businesses, visit the online application portal here.
blunt the spread of the Omicron variant of Covid-19 can apply
Said Todd Smith, Minister of Energy: “We recognise that
for the new Ontario Business Costs Rebate Program. The pro- these are challenging times for Ontario’s businesses. We are
gram started yesterday.
committed to supporting businesses most impacted by the pubThrough the program, the Ontario governlic health measures, and this rebate program
ment will provide eligible businesses with a
will provide them with the much needed suprebate payment of up to 100 percent for property
port on their energy bills.”
tax and energy costs incurred while subject to
Ross Romano, Minister of Government and
the latest Covid-19 restrictions.
Consumer Services noted that the Ontario gov“We recognise that these necessary public
ernment was “prepared to deliver these critical
health measures are impacting businesses, and
supports to Ontario businesses quickly and
as we have been since the beginning of the panseamlessly to ensure they can navigate through
demic, we are there to support them,” said Peter
these extremely challenging times”.
Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance.
He added, “This new program will provide
Bethlenfalvy added: “With the opening of
substantial relief for many businesses so that
applications for this new rebate program, our
they can continue to support our communities
government is putting money directly into the
as we work together to overcome Covid-19 and
hands of impacted businesses during this critiits variants.”
cal time.”
The government is also improving cash
Peter Bethlenfalvy
Eligible businesses required to close for
flows for businesses by making up to $7.5 bilindoor activities, such as restaurants and gyms, will receive a lion available through a six-month interest- and penalty-free
rebate payment equivalent to 100 percent of their costs. Those period for Ontario businesses to make payments for most
required to reduce capacity to 50 percent, such as smaller retail provincially administered taxes. This penalty and interest-free
stores, will receive a rebate payment equivalent to 50 percent period started on January 1, 2022. It supports businesses now
of their costs. Businesses will be required to submit proof of and provides the flexibility needed for long-term planning.
costs associated with property tax and energy bills as part of the
The Ontario government is also introducing a new Covid-19
application process.
Small Business Relief Grant that will give businesses subject to
All eligible businesses must submit an application to be closure under the modified Step Two of the Roadmap to Reopen
considered, including those that received previous Covid-19 a $10,000 grant.

Ask us about our:
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Community viral activity remains a concern: de Villa
From Page 1
disease is misleading, hurts the overall response, and costs more
lives.”
Ghebreyesus was forceful about the impact being felt globally from the latest Covid-19 variant, saying, “Make no mistake:
Omicron is causing hospitalisations and deaths, and even the
less severe cases are inundating health facilities. The virus is circulating far too intensely with many still vulnerable. For many
countries, the next few weeks
remain really critical for health
workers and health systems.”
He urged the global population to do its “best to reduce
risk of infection” in order to
“help take pressure off the system”.
By yesterday afternoon the
Johns Hopkins University’s
coronavirus tracker reported
that roughly 331.4 million
Covid-19 cases were reported
worldwide, with the global
death toll seeing more than 5.5
Eileen de Villa
million fatalities.
Here in Canada, Ghebreyesus’ overview and concern over
sweeping infection numbers and stressed global health systems
were particularly noticeable at the provincial level, with Covid19 hospitalisations hitting new highs in the highly populated
Ontario and Quebec.
As CBC News reported, the official report for Ontario yesterday revealed 4,183 total hospitalisations, while a record 3,417
persons were hospitalised in Quebec.
Also, Ontario’s Covid-19 dashboard indicated there were 580
people in Intensive Care. There were an additional 37 deaths,

with 7,086 additional lab-confirmed cases.
While Ghebreyesus noted there were infection peaks in other
global locations, Toronto’s medical officer of health, Dr Eileen
de Villa, told the media it was too early to know if the Omicrondriven wave has peaked in the city.
“While it is still too early to know for sure, we are seeing
initial indicators that the rate of infection may have plateaued,
or started to decline,” she said. But there remains a long way to
go, she added.
She also noted that the level
of viral activity in the community remains a concern, as
it is still putting a “significant
strain” on the health care system.
Meanwhile, CTV News and
The Canadian Press reported
yesterday that the Ontario government will be making an
announcement on Covid-19
restrictions later this week, the
news organisations cited a government source as saying.
Doug Ford
Ontario re-introduced partial Step Two restrictions earlier this month following a spike
in Omicron cases, with the measures in place until January 26.
Among the restrictions were additional capacity limits, a ban on
indoor dining, and closure of facilities such as gyms, cinemas,
and museums.
According to the news report, Premier Doug Ford told
Ottawa radio station 580 CFRA that “positive news” will be
coming within a few days.
“I believe we’re going to make some announcements later this
week about going back to other levels of restrictions,” Ford said.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
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• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
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Ottawa invests $35M for resettlement boost
Ottawa — The government in Ottawa has announced an
investment of more than $35 million to expand resettlement
capacity and settlement services across Canada. The move
ensures newcomers settling in small towns and rural communities have access to essential services during their first year in
Canada, said Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship.
“Newcomers and refugees have long been the motor of
Canada’s society and economy, and our country has a proud
tradition of being an international leader in resettlement and
integration,” he said.
He added, “This success could not be achieved without the
help of vital settlement service organisations that help newcomers learn Canada’s official languages, find jobs, and build
successful lives in their new communities. Our investment…
will be key to enhancing access to support services in smaller
and rural communities. These services will support newcomer
families, and provide the tools for their long-term success in the
years ahead.”
The investment recognises that newcomers to Canada play a
crucial role in the future of Canada, and contribute in important
ways to society, and economic recovery from the pandemic.
These services have never been more critical for newcomers,
as the ongoing pandemic has added to the already challenging process of building a new life in a new country. Following
the Resettlement Assistance Program and Case Management
Services call for proposals, 23 projects were selected to provide
greater services to help refugees and vulnerable newcomers
settle and adapt to life in Canada.
This investment includes $21 million to add nine new
Resettlement Assistance Program service providers in British
Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, and New Brunswick.
These organisations will help reduce pressure on the 32 existing Resettlement Assistance Program service providers across
Canada, and provide refugees with an opportunity to settle in
small- and medium-sized towns and rural communities where
affordable housing is more readily available.
Settlement services help refugees and vulnerable newcomers
learn the language, gain employment, and contribute to their
communities, so they can reach their full potential quicker as
Canada moves towards economic recovery.
In addition, $14 million will be invested in case management

4

services for 14 existing service providers, so that they can assist
more vulnerable newcomers with support and referrals to successfully settle into their new communities. This includes a pilot
project aimed at bolstering Francophone case management in
the Prairies.
Canada’s success as an international leader in settlement and
integration is a result of the extraordinary efforts of service
provider organisations across Canada. These groups work tirelessly to deliver support services to newcomers in communities,
which are critical during the global Covid-19 pandemic, and as
Canada welcomes more newcomers than ever before.
Newcomers often face many changes as they adjust to life
in Canada: finding a home, starting a new job and learning a
new language. With these new investments, newcomers like
the Afghan refugees arriving in Canada will be even more supported as they adjust to life in their new home.

Sean Fraser

AGO presents series, Foodway: Caribbean Flavours

Toronto — The Art Gallery of Ontario invites everyone this
winter to spark their senses as it presents an exciting lineup of
online programs and courses exploring the intersection of art,
sound, and taste. Bringing together educators, musicians, chefs,
curators, singers, artists and writers from the Caribbean and
across North America, its winter 2022 public programming is
heavily inspired by the original AGO exhibitions, Fragments of
Epic Memory, which was curated by Julie Crooks.
The AGO is temporarily closed, but continues online
with artists, students, educators, and families across Ontario.
Registration is open for all events, including Virtual School
Programs and Adult courses. Click here, and here for details.
Among its programming highlights this winter is the AGO’s
first food-focused conversation series, Foodways: Caribbean
Flavours, hosted by AGO’s Executive Chef Renée Bellefeuille.
Foodways is a conversation series that brings together chefs to
explore the intersection of culinary practices, memory, and art.
A three-part talk series, Foodways: Caribbean Flavours
brings together three chefs with ties to the Caribbean and its
diaspora to reflect on their own foodways, inspired by the AGO
exhibition Fragments of Epic Memory. Participating chefs
are Roger Mooking [January 14]; La-toya Fagon, and Selwyn
Richards.

On January 21, join Chef Fagon at 4 p.m. on Facebook Live
for part two, as she talks about growing up eating island foods,
and her creative blending of traditional Caribbean cooking
styles with Mediterranean flavours. Fagon was the first food
expert on The Marilyn Denis Show in Toronto, and is a personal
chef to the Toronto Raptors. Click here for more details.
And on January 28, join Chef Selwyn Richards at 4 p.m. on
Facebook Live for part three, as he discusses his love for soul
food from the Caribbean, and his experience as a food stylist.
He is the author of The Art of Cooking – Soul of the Caribbean.
Click here for more details.

Elections Ontario needs workers

Ontario – Elections Ontario is currently looking for potential applicants to work in Returning Offices for the next General
Election.
Applications are now being accepted for a variety of positions until January 24. Note that Elections Ontario workers in
the Returning Office are required to be fully vaccinated with a
Covid-19 vaccine series, subject to protected grounds outlined
in the Ontario Human Rights Code.
Click here for more information about these roles, and to
access an application form.

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 19, 2022

CANADA

Kindergarten registration open at York Catholic
Toronto – Kindergarten registration at the
York Catholic District School Board is now
open for the 2022-2023 school year that starts
in September.
Children must be four years old by
December 31, 2022, and born in 2018 to register in Junior Kindergarten, or five years old
by December 31, 2022, and born in 2017 to
register in Senior Kindergarten.
Starting Kindergarten is an exciting time in
a young child’s life, filled with new experiences
and opportunities to learn and grow. York
Catholic’s Kindergarten program teaches children through inquiry and play-based learning methods. Teachers and Early Childhood
Educators work together in Kindergarten
classrooms to support the unique needs of
each child.
Children explore their world through play
and real-life experiences. In York Catholic’s
Kindergarten program, students actively
engage in problem-solving and inquiry in an
atmosphere that fosters fun and cooperation.
The Kindergarten program helps children
develop a solid foundation for their future
learning and growth by supporting their spiritual development and enhancing their social,
emotional, cognitive, language and academic
skills in a faith-filled, safe, caring, nurturing,
and fun environment.
Parents and/or guardians can register their
child for Kindergarten online, and will need to

upload supporting documents bolded below,
following their online registration submission.
Parents of students currently attending Junior
Kindergarten at a York Catholic school do not
need to re-register for Senior Kindergarten.
Parents and/or guardians can look up the
Kindergarten program in their area by using
York Catholic’s online school locator, or by
calling the Admissions Department at 905-7132711, or 416-221-5050.
The following supporting documents are
needed to register for Kindergarten: A baptismal certificate from a Roman Catholic
Church or a Catholic Church in Communion
with the Holy See of Rome (child or parent); proof of child’s age; proof of status in
Canada; proof of residency; proof of Separate
School Support, such as MPAC Assessment
Notice, or a completed Direction of School
Support.
The Board’s Student Services Department
will host a virtual Information Session for
Parents of Children with Exceptional Needs
who will begin Junior Kindergarten in
September. The information session will review
the various special education programs and
services that the Board offers. It will take place
on January 27, from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Parents and/or guardians must register to
attend by January 25 here. To learn more about
York Catholic’s Kindergarten program, click
here.

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
5

Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIALS & VIEWS

Editorials

Reassuring feedback

I

n the past months I’ve received several articles on the
decline of the vaunted American “democracy”, which
started decades ago through warmongering in foreign
parts, which every President has pursued, but accelerated as
Trump’s machine undermined the American political system
by spinning fake news, lies, stoking the uncritical loyalty of his acolytes, and culminating in a
frenzied attempt to seize the Washington Capitol
on January 6, 2021.
Since then, he has been feeding them a belligerent anti-Biden and anti-Democrat diet, even
though most GOP colleagues have by now conceded Biden’s
victory. Yet, a hard core of legislators and Donald Trump’s faithfuls still maintain that he had won, according to their unique
vote-counting system.
Trump has increased his hold on the GOP, a troubling development, and had advised defiance of the January 6 Committee
of Enquiry, which had implicated media supporters at Fox News,
especially Tucker Carlson, editor, and former colleague Glenn
Beck, extreme rightists and ambitious republicans.
Carlson is alleged to have exchanged incriminating mail with
Trump before the January 6 action. Trump’s last Chief of Staff
Mark Meadows refused to respond to the Committee, nor has
the GOP House leader, Kevin McCarthy, agreed to testify. Beck,
who stridently denied the validity of Covid-19, has now come
down with it, for the second time!
Last week, Trump was impeached, his second trial, and 11
individuals have been cited for seditious conspiracy, including
the militia, Oath Keepers, founded by 56-year-old Texan, Elmer
Stewart Rhodes. Trump’s defence aims to show that he did not
cause the riot or the Senate invasion.
Meantime, his staunchest minions continue to keep the
momentum of his campaign for the 2024 presidential contest,
which is not likely to be against Biden, now tussling with Russia
regarding Ukraine, and China regarding everything else, touting their Judaeo-Christian role as the champion of “democracy”,
and the chief salesman of a state of being the US has never
enjoyed. Meanwhile Biden downplays the trial and pushes his
financial rescue plan.
A link with democracy brought us the sad news of the death
of a former forensic associate, Balram Singh Rai, aged 100,
in England where he had lived for over five decades, an exile
from Guyanese politics. His last effort there was founder of the
ill-fated Justice Party in 1963, with Jai Narine Singh, formerly

A

reading of the messaging in the content from
contributors to our Readers’ Forum in this edition
gives the reassurance there are many individuals
among us who really do get it: that Covid-19 is a clear and
present danger in our lives; and that we must continue taking preventative measures to secure our own safety, and the
lives of others in our community and beyond.
As we have noted repeatedly in this space, the path to
a safe passage out of the darkness of what appears to be
an inexorable Covid-19 pandemic march is via ongoing
vigilance, attentiveness to the details of personal protection, and as the writers are insisting in our Readers’ Forum,
working together as a community in caring for each other.
Also, we must remain united in following public health
advice and government regulations by sanitising our hands,
wearing masks, and physical distancing; and, as the contributors to our Readers’ Forum insist, we must behave
responsibly by observing Covid-19 protocols, and importantly, continue to acquire our vaccinations.
While such positive feedback nourishes the optimism
that we can arrive at an endgame even as we enter Year
Three of the Covid-19 pandemic, there remain occasions
when avoidable behaviours, particularly offences from
agencies that should know better, are undoing the positive
steps we have so laboriously taken at ground level.
Who among us have not shaken the head with disbelief
at the recent news out of No 10 Downing Street in Great
Britain, notably after the Office of Prime Minister Boris
Johnson issued an apology to Queen Elizabeth II?
As the international media have noted, the unprecedented public apology was made after it became known
that despite strict government regulations prohibiting gatherings, drinking parties continued to be held at No 10. One
socialising and disrespectful event even took place on the
eve of the funeral of the late Prince Phillip, even as Queen
Elizabeth II sat alone during the funeral the next day, a
solitary figure in silent mourning while conscientiously
observing Britain’s Covid-19 protocols.
Governments and other agencies of leadership should
set a better example. We live in a time when there have
been close to 319,000,000 confirmed cases of Covid-19
worldwide, and more than 5,500,000 global deaths, according to figures from The WHO earlier this week.
“Do as I say, not as I do”, should not be the messaging
from exemplars and leaders in such uncertain times. What
we need are messages of unity, and a commitment to doing
what is right, which are thankfully being articulated via the
elevated dialogue in community fora.

of the Guyana Independence Movement, and CIA help, which
doomed him.
He had served the PPP as Minister of Community
Development and Education (1957-1960), during which he
planned the construction of rural secondary schools, which
began to offer free schooling in 1963.
In 1960, he was appointed Minister of Home
Mohan
Affairs, where he became known for sound deciRagbeer sion-making, for example, countermanding a
Police Chief ’s order to shoot rioters, even though
nearly all were affiliated with the opposition PNC
and UF; he ordered the recruitment of Indians to the Police
Force, a major advance in policy, for service in Indian districts,
which the Police hierarchy lauded, but Janet Jagan cancelled,
questioning, “Why would Indians want to become policemen? He
should leave that to Negroes; he can plant rice!”
Rai supported free enterprise and social programs: health,
education, welfare and pensions; he convinced his supporters
that the best chance to change the PPP’s far-left leadership was
from within. The PNC and UF tempted him, the former offering him in late 1961 an equal share in a coalition if he defected
from the PPP, along with allies, which would defeat the PPP. He
rejected that and continued to strengthen his Ministry.
Another major initiative was legislation to establish a forensic
unit for which Washington had promised technical aid. His win
of the PPP chairmanship in 1962 earned his dismissal from the
party; the failure of the Justice Party, and Burnham’s take-over,
led to an inevitable exile.
Hardly finishing that, I heard of the passing of another
friend, Yesu Persaud, 93, in Georgetown, where he had dominated commerce for decades, as head of Demerara Distillers
Ltd – makers of the world-renowned El Dorado Rum – the
Demerara Bank, Insurance and Trust Companies, support for
charities and the University of Guyana, the pro-democracy
movement of the 1980s, promotion of the Indian Arrival Day,
the Monument Garden, and GOPIO.
He was credited with establishing medical education at UG,
which had struggled for decades, with the Yesu Persaud Medical
Centre that supports undergraduate and specialty medical education. His work and philanthropy had helped rescue Guyana
after bankruptcy under the PNC. He received a UG Honours
doctorate, Guyana’s highest honour, the Cacique’s Crown, and
India’s Pravasi Bharatiya Samman and Glory of India awards.
May they rest in Peace.

When a lime is more than just a sour, citrus fruit

S

Guyana’s oil wealth

A

nd now for the good news that should get better
with the welcome exit of the Covid-19 pandemic;
hopefully sooner into epidemic status, than later.
As the World Bank has noted in its “Global Economic
Prospects” report, Guyana’s Gross Domestic Product is
expected to double in 2022. Also, Guyana’s growth projections have been revised to 49.7 percent for 2022 – up from
the 21.2 percent projected for 2021.
From the latest available World Bank statistics, Guyana’s
GDP stood at (US) $5.5B at the end of 2020; with its 2021
growth at 21.2 percent, real GDP should ring in around
(US) $6.6B at the end of last year.
It appears that Guyana’s oil-driven growth rate is largely
responsible for the Caribbean region’s economic growth,
the Bank noted. Without Guyana’s burgeoning oil wealth,
the region would see dramatically less growth.
“In the Caribbean, growth is projected to be 7.3 percent
this year and 5.9 percent in 2023, though the aggregate
reflects a large contribution from Guyana, where offshore
oil production recently began. Growth in the Caribbean
excluding Guyana, most of which is highly reliant on tourism, is projected to be substantially weaker, at 4.6 percent
in 2022 and 4.2 percent in 2023,” the GEP report stated.
No doubt both Guyana, and the region, are looking
forward to the recovery following the end of the pandemic.
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Trump impeached; friends pass on

ome days talking long-distance with my long-time friend
Sammy puts a slight wobble in how I orbit around things
I take for granted. As such, our friendship thrives on the
uniqueness of our perspectives. But it had a time when Sammy
and I did not see eye to eye.
How I fixed that was to firmly explain to him how new meaning came to layer the back-home word “lime”,
which is taken for granted today. Back-home a
Romeo
“lime” is a citrus fruit; however, it also describes a
Kaseram
group gathered for leisure and relaxation.
The backgrounder on how Sammy grew sour
over “lime” goes back to when he first stepped out
and discovered a wider, oppressed world. It happened right after
Sammy was married. His eyes pop-open like a newborn, only
to discover how mixed-up the early history is of our land backhome. Right away he declared himself an anti-colonial, and later
after some university book-learning, he turned postcolonial.
Now before Sammy turned postcolonial, it was nothing but
“skylark”. Then “skylark” was similar to “lime”, but with a side
order of boredom, with laziness as the main course, and for dessert, a smile from an unmarried young lady on her way to sewing class; and if lucky, carrying her workbasket with its brown
cushions bristling with needles like baby porcupines.
Back then, Sammy and the boys used to “skylark” all day
outside the village by a culvert, under which ran a lazy river
with sluggish catfish that swam with mouths open as if they
were yawning, and where black conch, round and large as true
eggplants, remained motionless as if glued in place.
Sammy and the boys were similarly glued to the bridge, whiling away time, occasionally indulging in contests that saw herculean attempts, and occasional small side bets, to land spitballs
on the opposite side of the river’s bank.
Now I deliberately use “skylark”, and not “lime” to describe
the group hanging out by the bridge. In fact, I say “hanging out”
with trepidation, knowing how Sammy objects strenuously to
its use. This goes back to the time he threatened to walk out of
the people’s cinema in Toronto during a screening of The Planet
of the Apes. That time, Sammy took offence at how a human
character in the picture spoke down to a group of teenage apes
about “hanging out”, as if they still lived in trees.
Sammy got it into his head that the human’s pun on “hanging
out” was “dehumanising” for the marginalised, but intelligent

beings, so he get vex and bawl out, “Coloniser!!” It was quiet,
and Sammy’s sibilance sent a ripple down the rows so the seated
shapes started to squirm in the crepuscular, cinema lighting.
We almost reach to why Sammy turn sour over “lime”; not
the citrus fruit. However, first this tale must reveal how Sammy
left the culvert one afternoon, and unlike General MacArthur,
was never to return.
Sammy exited carrying a sewing basket in one
arm, with a young lady anchored like a conch
in the crook of the other. Next thing, Sammy
was bespoke, properly measured, stitched, and
hemmed-in. He returned to the culvert just once
with the wedding-ring finger embroidered with gold, and was
continuously lifting the hand to our eye-level, with what seemed
to be a diamond that was defying gravity.
With the comforts of married life came Sammy’s discovery of
a concomitant joy in reading. The more Sammy read, the wider
his eyes opened. A lot of writers pass in the rush: Eric Williams
and C.L.R. James; the many fledgling, but now fully-in-flight
Caribbean authors; and of course, true-north guidance from the
diasporic, Windrush rudder.
Sammy’s eyes opened so wide he began wearing glasses; it
seemed those spectacles were on the loose side, since he started
to hold his nose up in the air to keep the frames from falling off.
I was with the Trinidad Guardian when I met Sammy in the
capital city one morning. He bowed, arched the eyebrows, and
then looked down at me with his eyes above the spectacles’ rims.
“We must ‘lime’ one of these days,” he said.
As the saying goes back home, the devil overtake my tongue.
“Limes were a part of the diet for English sailors to prevent
scurvy,” I said with visible annoyance. “That is why they were
called, ‘Limeys’. Today, to go out on a ‘lime’ derives from these
English sailors resting and relaxing during shore leave. Also, it
was Limeys’ hands that primed and fired the guns and cannons
that enabled English ships to rule the seas. We still live within,
and replicate, complex historical legacies,” I say to Sammy.
He twisted his lips with the sourness from my reproach; but
he listened, and then pushed the spectacles back up on his nose.
That episode remains unspoken between us today. However,
I know now he thinks twice about using “lime”, not only for its
bitter, historical legacy, but as a reminder of that time when we
did not see eye to eye.
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Time to make Covid-19 vaccine a mandatory requirement
Dear Editor,
decrees. So, Parliament can, and should pass the necessary leg- do not learn only through reward, but also via pain.
There is something disturbing and callous about the way in islation to make the vaccine mandatory to the entire population,
Covid-19 is a wicked problem. Wicked problems have no
which the Trinidad and Tobago government in general, and with specific – and specifically stated – exceptions to protect known solutions, only iterations of improvement. Traditional
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley in particular, can sit back and those who would be adversely affected.
approaches attempting to find resolutions will fail; this is a
watch the dozens of citizens dying from CovidPassing the necessary legislagiven. Every attempt at fixing changes the nature
19 on a daily basis.
tion has a few positive effects.
of the problem itself, making the same repeated
Thirty-one deaths in 24 hours are nothing to
First, it reduces legal challenges;
approaches at “solving” a futile endeavour. Each
pat yourself on the back for; neither is a total of
second, it will specifically legisiteration must be unique in its approach.
over 3,000 deaths.
late to abrogate certain human
However, what works somewhere else is not
Do they care at all? No one can answer that
rights, which is permissible
necessarily a complete failure. Covid-19 is a
but the culprits themselves; however, the eviunder the Constitution. This
worldwide problem now, and certain countries
dence points to the negative.
leads back to the first point.
are more successful in dealing with it. Rowley
It is time to make the vaccine a mandatory
Third, it reduces the worst
should pay attention to what is working around
requirement. Freedom of choice? Hardly an
symptoms and prevents deaths.
the world.
absolute human right. People were vaccinated
The latest example, the perWhat is working are common sense and sciin the past without much choice in the matter,
former Kenrick Joseph, popuentifically proven improvements, such as vacciKeith Rowley
Kenny J
and the result was a successful eradication of
larly known as Kenny J, died
nations; working from home; limited movement
diseases like polio and smallpox.
earlier this month from Covid-19. His death might have been and interactions; physical distancing; and changing exercise and
As Spock from the Star Trek series often said, “The needs of prevented, not necessarily because he himself would have been diet to live a healthier lifestyle.
the many outweigh the needs of the one.”
vaccinated, but the people around him could have been, and so
Clearly Rowley has limited influence over the final point, but
How difficult is it to make the vaccine compulsory? The prevented him from becoming seriously ill, thus saving his life. he does have the power to influence and change the first four. It
short answer is, not very.
Fourth, those who continue to refuse the vaccine should be is time that he exercises that power for the good of the country.
Parliament has the power to make (or unmake) any law it penalised – harshly. This issue is bigger than individuals. People
Mohan Ramcharan, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Need to observe Covid-19 protocols

Dear Editor,
Guyana to normalcy.
The Covid-19 pandemic is decimating lives worldwide. It is
Recently at a press conference, Ali asserted that the govpractically impossible that anyone can be found who has not ernment has the requisite capacity to effectively manage the
lost a loved one, or an associate to the dreaded coronavirus.
current situation. However, he also warned that the dynamics
Despite this reality, it boggles the mind why persons here in could change day to day if hordes of people continue to flout
Guyana continue to ignore Covid-19 protocols, refuse to take the rules and refuse to adhere to Covid-19 protocols.
the requisite vaccines, and consequently endanger their own
While the government is quick on the uptake – the first to
lives.
acquire vaccines, first to obtain booster shots, children’s vacAlso, they endanger the lives of family members, friends, cines, and making every possible effort to curtail the spread
associates, and even innocent persons who are forced to expose of the disease – with the critical oxygenation needs being
themselves to infected perenough, it is also continusons due to their jobs.
ally preparing to treat the
Among those who are
emerging variants.
being exposed to persons
The government also
infected with Covid-19 are
continues to urge persons
taxi and bus drivers, salesperto heed the fact that the
sons, employees in goods and
virus is easily transmisservices sectors, private and
sible and deadly, especially
public sectors, and others in
the delta variant, although
various work environments
the omicron is more infecsuch as construction, vendtious. Ali, Anthony, and the
ing, shopkeeping, and so on.
other health personnel have
There are posts on social
stipulated the imperative
media, especially during fesof wearing masks properly,
tive occasions or commemocovering the face from nose
rative celebrations, where
to chin, and to always follow
absolute irresponsibility and
Covid-19 guidelines, espelack of respect for their own,
cially social distancing and
and the lives of others, are Health Minister Frank Anthony (left) with President hand sanitising.
on full display by celebrants. Irfaan Ali at a press conference urging nationals to
Infected persons can be
They ignore the fact that the observe Covid-19 protocols
asymptomatic, which means

Call for responsible behaviour

coronavirus is not discriminatory and affects everyone, including health personnel.
Government leaders as President Irfaan Ali, Health Minister
Frank Anthony, and other senior health sector personnel hold
press conferences where they continue to urge persons to take
the necessary precautions, follow rules and observe protocols,
not only to avoid infection and/or spread of the disease, but to
be a part of a national cooperative effort to eliminate the coronavirus from the entire country, and in so doing, restore life in

they can be carriers, and can unknowingly infect innocent
persons with whom they come in contact, especially vulnerable, susceptible family members, such as children, elderly, and
relatives with comorbidities.
I wonder how many persons are grieving today that their
irresponsible, selfish actions in pursuit of enjoyment of the
moment may have ensued in the suffering, or even demise of
a loved one.
Attiya Baksh, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
Now is the time to stress that adults bear personal responsibility for their actions as it relates to the Covid-19 pandemic.
When schools were closed, a considerable number of adults,
many of whom are parents, failed to realise that attending parties would endanger their children and other relatives.
They failed to realise that sending their children to birthday
parties can endanger them, and even lead to the coronavirus
taken home. They failed to realise that flooding the shopping
malls with their children can spread the virus.
But now that schools are re-opened, there is a sudden cry
about safety. This is a tough conversation to have, but a necessary one. We need to be adults about the issues that affect us,
and call a spade a spade. If we put our children first, curtail our
attendance at unnecessary activities as brunches and bar openings, then the virus spread would be considerably decreased.
Another point is the continued reluctance by almost half
of the adult population to be fully vaccinated. The Ministry of
Health has indicated that close to 60 percent of Guyana’s adult
population is fully inoculated. To achieve herd immunity, at
least 80 percent of the adult population must be fully vaccinated.
Different vaccines are now available in Guyana for each adult
and adolescent child. The science shows taking any of these vaccines is the best way to have some type of protection against the
serious effects of Covid-19.
Guyanese must understand that the reluctance to be vaccinated, coupled with the willingness to expose ourselves to
infection, do not augur well for our children. Our recklessness
towards this virus will lead to increased spread, and will cause a
disruption to the delivery of our children’s education.
This is something we cannot afford to encourage.
Maureen Matthews, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
I would like to remind our leaders that the Constitution of
this once great Trinidad and Tobago states, “We the people”;
not “I the people”.
Where did this lunacy and selfishness start, and how will it
end? I would like to remind the unvaccinated and anti-mask
mandate citizens that it is not about you.
As a practising family physician for over 30 years, I spend a
great deal of time educating my patients on a multitude of disease states such as diabetes, hypertension, heart disease – and
also cigarette smoking.
Fortunately, Covid-19 is the first pandemic I have dealt with
in my tenure.
Like most of my colleagues, especially the ones working in
the ICUs, my compassion for the unvaccinated has dissipated.
How can we have any emotional ties to those who do not care
about our family, friends, and our society?
By no means am I saying that these people won’t get the care

they need. Unlike them, we are not selfish, and we have an obligation to take care of the sick. Not a day goes by when we don’t
hear the words, “I should have listened”. Vaccines and masks
work, and are our only path out of this nightmare.
Let us educate again. Masks of any type can help trap the
fluid droplets that exit your mouths when you speak, cough,
or sneeze. Even cloth masks can stop nearly all of these droplets. When these droplets leave our mouths, the water in them
evaporates quickly. These droplets shrink and become airborne.
These aerosols can float in our air, ranging from a few minutes
to multiple hours.
While it is true that only N95 and K95 masks completely protect those wearing them from these aerosols, cloth and surgical
masks do provide some degree of protection. Masks work, end
of story.
One of the basic premises in epidemiology is risk reduction,
not absolute prevention. Just as we are forbidden to smoke in
public places, and must get vaccinated before kindergarten and

college, is exactly why we must wear masks. It protects those
around us.
Our elected officials have an obligation to the majority. They
have an obligation to do what is medically correct for public
health to save lives, and to ease the burden on the medical community so that non-Covid-19 related patients can get the care
they deserve.
Let us put politics aside, and do what is right for once. If you
don’t want a vaccine, or to wear a mask, then that is your own
personal decision. Stay at home, and keep away from those who
are trying to do the right thing. You do not have the right to
infect others when the consequences are so severe.
I cannot imagine what our country would look like if our
parents and grandparents acted so selfishly during the polio
epidemic. When the selfish and misinformed get on board,
then maybe, just maybe, we can start turning a corner on this
pandemic.
Dr Neil Soskel, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Masks & vaccines the only path out of this Covid-19 nightmare
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Guyana ignores local expertise in creating development plan

F

or a country that appears to want to court its diaspora, it
is highly insulting to learn that Michael Porter, respected
Harvard professor will be responsible for preparing
Guyana’s development plan.
It goes without saying that there are numerous qualified
Guyanese at home, as well as in the diaspora, who are quite
capable of preparing the country’s development plan. They are highly qualified, and I
daresay, have more relevant experience than
Porter.
Moreover, it is a slap in the face of all
Guyanese to find out about Porter’s involvement through an announcement made
at the January 6 Goldman Sachs’ Global
Energy and Clean Technology Virtual Conference 2022 by Hess
Corporation’s Chief Executive Officer, John Hess.
Evidently, it would have been more appropriate if the government of Guyana had made this announcement. Plus, having
Hess make such announcement provides credence to the belief
that the major oil companies have excessive power in Guyana,
regardless of their good intentions.
According to a report in Oil Now on January 8, Hess is reported saying that “his company and ExxonMobil Corporation are
genuinely interested in seeing Guyana becoming a success story
with its massive oil wealth. It is for this reason the two companies are backing independent work being led by the Harvard
Business School to help Guyana craft a blueprint for transformational success.”
Hess disclosed that Porter will
lead a team that is helping the
authorities produce a development
plan, adding that it will seek to
help Guyana “develop its human
capital through health care, as well
as education; to develop its infrastructure; build an electric plant
using lower cost, low carbon footprint natural gas that we have from
our developments; and to also look
at building its national capital to
manage this oil wealth.”
Hess added, “Hopefully, 5 to 10
years from now, we will be looking
at Guyana as a role model for how
to develop oil resources responsibly and we as a company believe
in social responsibility and want to
do our fair share to contribute to
John Hess
that exemplary development that
hopefully the government will continue to conduct.”
Hess contended that his corporation is driven by the principle that companies ought to be socially responsible, hence it
is adamant about making a positive impact where it conducts
business.
He concluded, “Guyana is therefore going to be at the top of
that list.”
In the absence of any confirmation of the role of Porter and
who constitutes his team, a few questions arise.
Who engaged Porter? Is it the government of Guyana, or is
it Hess and/or Exxon?

Will local professionals, other than politicians, be part of
Porter’s team? Who is paying for Porter? Were Guyanese individuals or firms in the diaspora considered for the job?
While Porter’s credentials as a world-renowned business professional are unquestionable, there is an abundance of evidence
which indicates that consultants of his nature are not necessarily best suited to create
a development plan for
countries like Guyana.
Dwarka
Arguably, Guyanese
Lakhan
professionals are best
equipped to prepare a
national development
plan. While the use of
foreign experts might be feasible, they are
not necessarily always familiar with the
nuances of the country, and often simply
regurgitate what they are told by their local
counterparts – making their input worthless.
This has historically been a major shortcoming of foreign consultants because they
are not dedicated to the success of the local
country.
Yet some foreign consultants are too
afraid to offer critical assessments, while
others cannot take criticisms, largely due to a lack of field experience.
In most instances, these consultants want to
remain in favour with the government of the
country, simply taking directions rather than
offering technical input.
In such cases, they are professionally unqualified or unprepared for their roles.
On the other hand, foreign consultants are
sometimes not provided with sufficient guidance
by local officials who see them as experts that
should know what they are doing.
But as Dudley Seers of Yale University pointed out almost 50 years ago in “Why Visiting
Economists Fail” (Journal of Political Economy,
August 1962) – a point that still holds today,
some foreign individuals are also handcuffed by
ideological beliefs, and very often make recommendations about strategies applicable to developed countries instead of strategies unique to the
local economy.
Incidentally, Guyana has had extensive experience attempting to implement programs that
have been successful in developed countries, largely due to “tied
aid” – which hopefully would not be the case if it can largely
self-fund its development. Most such programs do not take
into consideration the unique circumstances and comparative
advantages of the country, and have often failed.
Perhaps the most important point Seers made of visiting
economists is that they remain fundamentally loyal to their
own country or organisation, instead of the government they
are advising.
The recommendations of these experts are directly correlated
to the benefits to be derived by their country of origin – ranging

from sales of supplies and equipment, use of technical services,
training, and so on. Fortunately, Guyana could be in a position
to call the shots because it would not be dependent on tied aid.
In Guyana’s case, if Hess and Exxon are driving the bus, then
you can only imagine whose interests would gain top priority.
The truth is, Guyana definitely needs a development plan,
especially since it has
commenced plans to
withdraw funds from
its oil wealth savings to fund ad hoc
projects. The country has never really
engaged in formal
development planning since becoming
Independent.
But with the
potential for reduced
dependency on aid to
fund its development
as a result of oil revenues, development
planning has become
a necessity.
Michael Porter
The bottom line
is this: whatever the long-term goals the government has for
Guyana, it would seem prudent for the government to prioritise
them and determine what strategies must be put in place to
achieve them – taking into consideration the resources required
to achieve such goals.
Or will it prioritise them for Porter?
Put simply, though a policy document, from an operational
standpoint, the plan would be like a roadmap for the country
to get to its destination, recognising that there could be speed
bumps, pot-holes, and detours along the way.
Regardless of the government’s objectives, the bottom line is
that the plan should not be based on political whims and fancies. Instead, development planning must involve a thorough
analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the economy, as well
as its comparative and competitive advantages and opportunities which the country can leverage.
It must be developed through broad-based consultation and
make adequate use of technical experts, whenever necessary,
who are knowledgeable about the unique circumstances of
Guyana.
Maybe, Porter’s expertise can be used in a consulting role.
Without a strategic plan that outlines the country’s future
path, the government runs the risk of being criticised for its
rather ad hoc policy approach since taking office in the wake of
increasing oil revenues.
Farming out the creation of the plan to a foreign expert is
certainly not a desirable option.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice,
is available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Guyana, Suriname, & Brazil meet for talks on ‘projects of common interest’

energy and food security, telecommunicaGeorgetown – Guyana government’s foreign
tions, agriculture, infrastructure integration
policy agenda is on the front-burner this week
and the development of a deep-water harbour
with President Dr Irfaan Ali visiting Suriname for
in Guyana,” Guyana’s Office of the President
bilateral talks with President Chandrikapersad
stated.
Santokhi and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro.
It added, “Since Guyana offers the shortest
Following Ali’s trip, Guyana will then host
and quickest access to the Atlantic for signifiBolsonaro in Georgetown.
cant parts of northern Brazil, a road connection
Starting tomorrow, Ali will join Santokhi and
linked to the deep-water port could also serve
Bolsonaro for a working lunch in Paramaribo,
the interest of both countries.”
Suriname, for discussions on “projects of comIt was noted by the Office of the President
mon interest”, the Brazilian Foreign Ministry
that both leaders spoke last week via teleconhas said.
ference, where they discussed enhancing the
In a statement from its Ministério das
partial scope agreement between Guyana and
Relações Exteriores, the Brazil government said,
Chan Santokhi
Jair Bolsonaro
Irfaan Ali
Brazil with the objective to bolster trade. They
“[Bolsonaro’s] trip occurs in the context of
also touched on topics for further engagements at the ministestrengthening bilateral relations, in a scenario of resumption the invitation of President Ali.
This is the first time Bolsonaro has visited Guyana; however, rial levels, it said.
of strategic dialogue between the governments and prospects
Earlier this week, Guyana’s private sector indicated it was
for greater economic and social development in Suriname and both leaders have met previously and informally on the sideprimed and ready for Bolsonaro’s visit, with Private Sector
lines during visits to the United Nations.
Guyana, driven by recent oil and gas discoveries.”
On the Guyana front, earlier this week the Office of the Commission Chairman Paul Cheong noting that Guyana can
According to Brazil’s Foreign Ministry, the three Presidents
“will review topics on the bilateral agendas in the areas of trade, President released a statement with details about Bolsonaro’s benefit tremendously from closer ties with Brazil in areas ranginvestments, energy, infrastructure, security, defence, technical visit to Georgetown. The visit will last one day, and similar to ing from infrastructure to energy.
Cheong also referenced the similarities in the agricultural
the Suriname talks, will feature discussions by both leaders on
cooperation, and regional issues”.
potential in the two countries, and said that knowledge can be
It was further noted that following the trip to Paramaribo, developmental issues.
“Discussions will centre on improving economic relations, exchanged between both nations.
Bolsonaro will make an official visit to Georgetown on Friday at
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Canada-based businessmen launch RE/MAX Guyana operations

A

recent launch of a Guyana real estate operation by
Misir also revealed that following RE/
Canada-based Guyanese businessmen Hemant and MAX Guyana settling in Georgetown, it
Shiv Misir has now positioned RE/MAX in every coun- would then recruit and train other frantry in South America.
chise holders, who can operate branches
The official launch of RE/MAX Guyana took place across the various regions of Guyana.
in November last year at the Pegasus Hotel in Kingston,
In attendance at the launch was Senior
Georgetown.
Minister in the Office of the President
At the launch, one of the founders, Shiv Misir, said that in with Responsibility of Finance, Dr Ashni
addition to delivering
Singh, who also spoke at the event.
world class real estate
In his remarks, Singh offered
services, RE/MAX
congratulations to RE/MAX
Guyana also plans to
Guyana, saying the company was
provide training for
entering the Guyana market at a
agents operating in
time when the real estate sector
Guyana.
was “very, very ripe” with opporMisir said that
tunities.
while
RE/MAX
“You are entering the market at
was eager to set-up
a time when there is more activity
shop in Guyana, it
happening in the real estate space A ceremonial cutting of the opening ribbon launches the Georgetown
also recognised that
than ever before in the history of operations of RE/MAX Guyana; in attendance where government officials,
the local real estate
our country,” he told the gathering. Canada-based businessmen Hemant & Shiv Misir, and guests
market functions in
Singh also reflected on Guyana’s position as a bud- collaborate with locals in building lucrative markets.
a relatively ad hoc
ding investment hub, noting that RE/MAX Guyana’s
Croal noted too that RE/MAX Guyana has arrived in Guyana
manner.
entry comes as no surprise, since the country continues at a time when the construction industry’s boom has increased
Referencing the
to attract the attention of large investors from all parts of by around 25 percent, even amid the Covid-19 pandemic, sayGuyanese real estate
the world.
ing this was occurring “…not only [in the] government, but
culture, Misir said, Minister Singh addresses the gathering
He added that with Guyana’s continued growth, RE/ [the] private sector” as well.
“One of the key at the RE/MAX Guyana launch
MAX Guyana is well-positioned to create a niche for itself.
Another government official, Minister within the Ministry
things is that Guyana doesn’t have a Real Estate Board… you
“At the premium end of the market, at the corporate end of of Housing and Water, Susan Rodrigues, said that RE/MAX
want to market your property, you tell everybody that you the market, world-class international companies [are] waiting Guyana’s investment was a clear demonstration of its confidence
know.”
for office space; [they are] looking for residential accommoda- in the country. She declared success would come once RE/MAX
He added that with RE/MAX’s Guyana operations, all cases tion for their top-tier executives – there is a huge opportunity Guyana remains dedicated to its work, makes the requisite
will be handled in keeping with international best practices. there,” Singh declared.
investments, and practices patience.
What this meant was that once a person wants RE/MAX
Minister of Housing and Water, Collin Croal, also extended
Rodrigues also commended Hemant and Shiv Misir for
Guyana to handle the sale of a property, signed contractual congratulations to RE/MAX Guyana, adding that it had a choosing to invest in the homeland, and for their commitment
agreements would be put in place ensure the transaction is responsibility to deliver services of a high standard.
to “raising the bar”.
handled professionally, he said.
Croal also encouraged both Hemant and Shiv Misir to play
She also gave the assurance of Guyana’s commitment and
Said Misir: “That is one area that needs immediate attention: their part in marketing Guyana, not only as an investment hub, support, saying, “You have a partner in our government.”
contractual agreements… Having a contract will allow you, as a but also its readiness accommodate Guyanese in the diaspora
Also attending the launch were India’s High Commissioner
seller, as a client, to get representation, and have the confidence with intentions to return home to further help build Guyana.
to Guyana, Dr K.J. Srinivasa; Guyana’s High Commissioner
that, ‘Hey, I can leave everything in the hands of this person’ …
He also commented on the importance of international com- to India, Charandass Persaud; and Foreign Secretary, Robert
and [who would look after] the best interest of the client.”
panies coming to Guyana, not to “take up a single space”, but to Persaud.
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Coolitude: Understanding the Indian Indenture experience

S

By Baytoram Ramharack
ince its conceptual evolution some three decades ago,
Coolitude, a neologism advanced by Mauritian cultural
theorist Khaleel Torabully, has grown into an intellectual
framework that led to the production of a number of studies on
the global Indian Indenture experience.
It has paved the way for an increasing body of literature that
captures the experience of Indian labourers who were taken
across the kala pani [black water] from ancestral India in the
1800s to diasporic colonial plantations including Mauritius,
Fiji, South Africa, British Guiana, and other Caribbean islands.
Initially applied to the poetics of the Indenture experience,
Coolitude has been associated with multiple narrative forms
depicting the Indian experience, including films, songs, visual
arts, literature on ancestral root search, and recordings of oral
history.
Indentureship and the impact of Indian immigration on
Guyana were addressed by Gaiutra Bahadur in her book, Coolie
Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture (2013). The Berbice-born
author utilised archival documents located in Britain, Guyana,
and India, and her investigative journalistic skills to produce
a comprehensive biography of her great grandmother, Sujaria,
who migrated to British Guiana in July 1903.
Aside from Bahadur, the poetry of Rajkumari Singh and
Mahadai Das also reflect the Coolitude tradition. Both women
were members of the Guyana Messenger Group, which published a short-lived journal called Heritage, dedicated to the
promotion of Indian art forms.
Unfortunately, their work was given short shrift, particularly
by Indians, due to their association with the Cultural Division
of the Guyana National Service. Rajkumari’s collection of poems
in Days of the Sahib Are Over (1971) speaks resolutely to what
Jeremy Poynting referred to as “her commitment to restore the
invisible Indo-Caribbean woman to the stage of history”.
Her dedication to the preservation of Indian culture, as
she revealed in her play The Sound of Her Bells (1974), was
complemented by an equally aggressive opposition to “gender
oppression”.
Rajkumari’s poem, dedicated to the first Indian immigrant
woman who arrived in British Guiana, was expressed in Per
Ajie (1971):
Per Ajie
Did bangled-ankles
Well thy sea-legs bear
While Sahib’s gaze
Thy exotic
Gazelle beauty
Of face and form
Mahadai Das’ poetry invoked images of the Indenture Indian
odyssey that captured the “historical, …emotional and symbolic
elements of the collective transoceanic memory”.
Unlike most historical narratives which centred around the
girmitiya (Indenture Indians) plantation experience, Das incorporated contemporary issues affecting descendants of girmitiyas
in post-colonial Guyana into her poetry, such as human rights
violations and racial discrimination under the dictatorship of
Guyana’s late president, Forbes Burnham.
An excerpt from her classic poem, They Came in Ships
(1987), quite vividly captures the early history of Indians:
They came in ships
From across the seas, they came.
Britain, colonising India, transporting her chains
From Chota Nagpur and the Ganges Plain
Westwards came the Whitby,
The Hesperus,
The Island-bound Fatel Rozack.
Despite the rise of contemporary writers who have made
a significant contribution to Indian historiography in the
Caribbean, historical studies have relied extensively on what
Professor Lomarsh Roopnarine refers to as “the records of the
colonisers to write the history, narrative, and memory of colonised indentured”.
Not surprisingly, early historical narratives on the Indian subalterns reflected an enduring European influence that shaped
the image of Indians. The writings of “liberal” Europeans
like John Edward Jenkins, H.V.P. Bronkhurst (a “half-Indian”
originally from Sri Lanka), Joseph Beaumont, and Charles Freer
Andrews, were steeped in stereotypical views, often revealing
profound contempt for Indians.
For example, C.F. Andrews, Mahatma Gandhi’s confidante
who visited Fiji 13 years before coming to British Guiana in
1929, referred to Indian women as prostitutes who “passes from
one man to another”.
No less, Bronkhurst, the Wesleyan missionary in British
Guiana, keen on aggressively converting the Hindu and Muslim
“pagans” to Christianity, proposed “catting” (public whipping),
and “decapitation” of the “Indian coolie” as a deterrent to criminality.
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Indenture was a global economic and socio-political system research actively seeks to humanise the concept.
Ironically, the origin of Coolitude can be traced to Négritude,
controlled by a powerful European ruling class specialising
in the accumulation and profiteering of generational wealth an early 20th century literary and ideological movement which
through the extraction of cheap labour. Not surprisingly, the promoted pride in African culture, led primarily by Frenchperiod of Indenture, from 1834-1917, was managed under strict speaking African and Caribbean writers.
Coolitude contends that Indian immigrants were culturpenal and contractual obligations.
The emancipation of slaves provided the catalyst for the ally divorced from ancestral India after they crossed the kala
rise of an energetic, dynamic, often rebellious peasantry that pani, paving the way for a new cultural identity. Mahadai Das
established residencies along the Guyana coastal region. A expressed this contradiction with the phrase “If I come to India
…will I find myself?”
major contributor to the establishment
However, the assumption that
of the Indian labour-intensive Indenture
Indians were culturally “cut off ”
scheme in British Guiana was the father
from India is problematic. For one,
of a future British Prime Minister, John
it is impossible to argue that the
Gladstone, an influential member of the
Indian identity that developed after
British Parliament, whose wealth was
the oceanic crossing was devoid of
closely tied to the slave trade.
any sustained cultural influence datBasdeo Mangru noted that Gladstone
ing back to ancestral India, or that
was “a wealthy Liverpool merchant/ship
a tabula rasa of cultural values and
owner, absentee proprietor and owner
practices ensued once the girmitiyas
of Plantations Vreed-en-Hoop and
crossed the kala pani.
Vriedenstein [Vreed-en-Stein] on West
As Clem Seecharan observed, “…
Bank Demerara”.
indentureship went on for over sevF.M. Gillanders (who brokered
enty years; new immigrants were
Gladstone’s plan) was a nephew of
constantly coming from India,
Gladstone’s wife. One of Gladstone’s
bringing aspects of their culture, and
close friend in the Colony, Andrew
renewing the cultural pool. There
Colville, (who owned Plantation Belle
was no terminal break with the
Vue, on the East Bank of Demerara)
homeland” as the flow of immiwas a relative of Lord Auckland, the
grants continued from eastern Uttar
Governor-General of India from 1836
Pradesh and western Bihar.
to 1842.
Secondly, the hybrid identity that
Historical records suggest that
developed in Indian diasporic combetween 543,914 to 750,000 girmitiyas
Front cover of Gaiutra Bahadur’s text,
munities is not necessarily peculiar
were brought to the Caribbean from
Coolie Woman
to the one that shaped the original
1838-1917. About 238,700 Indian immigrants (number varies depending on the source) were taken to girmitiyas, many of whom can be said to have developed an
Guyana; 143,900 to Trinidad & Tobago; 34,000 to Suriname; and “otherness away from multiple India”.
The dynamics in Guyana’s plural society also worked towards
about 37,000 were taken to Jamaica.
One-third of the Indian labourers who were taken to the reinforcing the notion of “oneness” by preserving whatever culCaribbean may have re-migrated to ancestral India instead of tural values were retained by first generation, and embraced by
extending their labour contract for another five years, or opted successive girmitiya generations.
This reality has led Shanaaz Mohammed to conclude that
for land settlement in lieu of a return passage to ancestral India.
Coolitude literature posits that the transoceanic voyage Coolitude “romanticises ancestral links and overplays the
(Indian and Atlantic oceans) was the initial step toward con- indentured labourers’ social and political authority in the sysstruction of an Indian identity characterised by physical sepa- tem of indenture”.
While Coolitude argues for a dynamic process that reshapes
ration from India, cultural isolation, social alienation, and
cultural identity in diasporic communities, it downplays the
psychological distress.
The late Arnold Itwaru described the kala pani crossing as continuing dynamics of cultural recovery and identity transforShiva’s unending dance in a culturally diverse society, implying mations attributed to contemporary interactions between the
that diasporic Indians found themselves in a liminal world, and diasporic communities and modern India.
Despite its controversial use, the narrative of Coolitude
had to “construct new identities” in their adopted communities.
Ancestral India, Coolitude contends, lacked an original attributes great ontological significance to the lost history of the
monolithic unity, paving the way for the transformation of Indian labourer, which it seeks to recapture. A large body of litthe cultural heterogeneity of Indians in their settled diasporic erature has now contributed to the establishment of a legitimate
communities. The “new” Indian social and cultural identity Indian historiography in the Caribbean.
For the academic researcher, there exists an ongoing chalis inextricably linked to interactions with native and creolised
lenge which necessitates navigating among contradictions that
communities.
However, as Mariam Pirbhai has observed, Indians have may exist between colonial interpretations and historical revimaintained a distinct cultural identity, in spite of the processes sionism in order to capture the experience of the lost voices of
of “colonisation, assimilation, and creolisation”. Lingering caste Indenture Indians.
A most depressing reality of Indenture history in Guyana
distinctions, a distinct culture, plantation segregation, marginal
language retention, and geographical separation have all com- (first Caribbean country to receive Indians), is the obvious lack
bined to mitigate against the creolisation of Indians and racial/ of an academic journal dedicated towards a study of the Indian
Indenture experience and its legacy.
ethnic integration in Guyana.
To date, no undergraduate degree is offered at the University
An important critique of Coolitude that cannot be overlooked is its derivative from the “coolie” neologism. The word of Guyana on Indian Indenture and its legacy. Neither has the
invokes memories of manual plantation labourers, conjecturing university provided an endowment or fellowship dedicated to
up an image of the Indian as primitive, unsophisticated, filthy, the study of the Indian experience in Guyana, or the broader
diaspora.
and disease-ridden.
Perhaps the recently formed Inclusivity, Diversity and Equity
Henry G. Dalton, a medical doctor associated with the
London Royal College of Surgeons, in his book The History of Unit at UG may address this matter.
An even more depressing challenge confronted by researchBritish Guiana (1855), referred to “coolies” as “indolent, dirty,
ers is the poor state in which archival documents are preserved
and vagrant in their habits, … the scavengers of society”.
Recognising the racial stereotypes invoked by its pejorative in the Walter Rodney National Archive. There have been
use, the Jamaican government, following concerns raised by extensive lobbying efforts to encourage the Guyana government
Indians through the East India Progressive Society, was encour- to digitise the historical records of the descendants of Indian
Indenture by adopting The Indenture Labour Route project as
aged to ban the use of the term.
Like the “N-word” and its evolutionary pejorative reference UNESCO has done for Mauritius.
Neighbouring Suriname, with the help of the Dutch governto African-Americans, the use of the “C-word”, surprisingly, has
ment, has ensured that all of their Indian immigration records
not invoked similar widespread denunciation.
Shanaaz Mohammed observed that “…reframing of the term are electronically preserved, and are available online. The exiscoolie is not devoid of its oversights and inherent contradic- tence of these shortcomings contribute to the silencing of the
tions. …It also does not take into consideration the colonial history of Indians in Guyana.
power dynamic at play in the emergence and sustained usage
Dr Baytoram Ramharack teaches history and politics at Nassau
of this term”.
Researchers who insist on using the term, a large number of Community College, New York. The article above is excerpted
whom are Indians affiliated with Western universities, have not from a forthcoming publication on Alice Bhagwandai Singh, a
seen it fit to initiate a movement against its use. Instead, their Guyanese cultural activist.
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Guyana loses great son, visionary
man of peace, yet one with strong conviction of
From Page 1
respect for culture and discipline”.
over 40 years.
In his tribute, former Guyana Defence
“The DDL we know today owes a great debt
of gratitude to …Persaud, for his bold and Force Chief of Staff, Retired Major-General Joe
imaginative leadership for over four decades,” Singh, said Persaud’s multifaceted talents, his
caring attitude, and commitment to the well
the company said in a statement.
It added, “Present and future generations being of the less fortunate all contribute to his
of employees are, and will be thankful for the legacy as a patriotic visionary.
“It is difficult to encapsulate what he really
strong foundation that he has built to make
meant to Guyana and what
our company succeed. We
his contributions were, as they
will forever be appreciative
were so many diverse fields,”
for the career opportunities
Singh said.
we enjoy today, which are all
Singh also commented
possible because of the careon Persaud’s contribution to
fully constructed foundation
overcoming some of the chaldesigned by a master archilenges Guyana faced with its
tect… .”
democracy.
As it also noted, Persaud
“Who can forget his role
was at the forefront of innowith Bishop Randolph George
vation, modernisation, and
in their struggle for free and
diversification.
fair elections? He was instruIt added, “[He] was a
mental in having the Carter
champion for causes of our
Center here… he was a key
employees, customers, and
member of [Guyanese Action
shareholders. He always disAshook Ramsaran
for Reform & Democracy].
played abiding humility and
understanding, while at the same time promot- And the change in 1992, many of the young
ing the highest levels of discipline, honesty, and people now would not know of the sacrifices
and the pressures he had to face to make that
productivity.”
Persaud would also be remembered for reality, but never once did …Persaud wilt in the
leadership that was robust and exemplary, the face of challenges,” Singh said.
He added, “For me he is an icon; not only
DDL declared.
“As we mourn Persaud’s passing, DDL will a patriot par excellence. His involvement in
continue to draw on the life of this national the sugar industry, and his multifaceted reptreasure; his unmatched approach to gover- resentation for access to markets in Europe,
nance, and his staunch commitment to doing and being able to build the market for the El
Dorado name, ensuring renewable energy at
what is right,” the company stated.
Tributes also came from the diaspora abroad, Diamond and the bank, his cultural involvewith New York-based Ashook Ramsaran ment through the exchange with India, are all
stating that Persaud was a “man of courage, examples of the man he was.”
Singh also commented on Persaud’s univerachievement, philanthropy, and humility”.
Ramsaran is president of the Indian sality, noting he was not “partisan”; instead, he
Diaspora Council International, and Executive “participated fully in the friendships with anyVice President of the Queens Civic Congress one”. Persaud set targets to “how to bring about
transformational change in the lives of people,
in NY.
He added, “An admired son of Guyana, … and he achieved those”, Singh said.
Also, “He wanted to be an example to other
Persaud transformed the landscape of Guyana
in economics, politics, and culture in truly entrepreneurs; and he was. His ability to negohistoric ways which are imprinted on the tiate and his ability to spot talent and nurture
history of Guyana. His entrepreneurship and their careers [was] immeasurable. I am sure
achievements are exemplary; his generosity of there are hundreds, if not thousands, who have
heart and support of the needy are unmatched. benefitted from his selflessness.”
Said Singh: “We have lost someone who is
His commitment, dedication, and outstanding service in the preservation and promotion iconic, and will always be there as the benchof Indian history and culture will always be mark for professionalism, patriotism, [and for
being a] visionary… when his story is told, it
remembered.”
Ramsaran declared that with Persaud’s pass- is of a man whose life we should honour, and
ing, a “consummate, energetic visionary, a great we should only be proud of what he has done
son of Guyana is gone”, noting that “[he] was a for Guyana.”

Justice Singh: Rai an outstanding citizen

nial power, and the CIA,” he said.
From Page 1
Attorney J.T. Kissoon also paid tribute to
for being an outstanding Guyanese, and for the
major roles he played in Guyana’s early politi- Rai, noting he was a family member by marriage, a young lawyer, and a member of the
cal life.
Said Justice Singh: “He had a full life. He executive of the Public Service Union.
He added, “[Rai] was a devout
was an outstanding citizen of
Hindu of the Arya Samaj... I am
Guyana, and had tremendous
aware of his utter devotion, as
political appeal. His contribuhe did Puja at his home in High
tions to the well-being of the
Street twice per day – morning
Guyanese people, and the develand evening.” Also, that “[He]
opment of our society, even
strongly believed in the peacethough we were a Colony then,
ful co-existence of all races with
were quite significant.”
their various cultures in Guyana.”
Former President and PPP
Tributes also came from the
General Secretary Donald
diaspora, with Toronto’s Kris
Ramotar also paid tribute, stating
Kooblall writing in Kaieteur News
that Rai helped build local politithat Rai was a great Statesman,
cal parties, and was once aligned
Justice Carl Singh
par excellence in Guyanese poliwith the PPP.
However, Ramotar noted that Rai’s actions tics, with an astute political mind, and who
later ran counter to the PPP’s bid to govern the was a brave and an ardent Arya Samajist who
upheld the principles of Arya Samaj.
country before, and after, Independence.
Said Kooblall: “I wish to send our deepest
“I was a child when he was a prominent person in the PPP. He played a pretty prominent condolences to… Rai’s family… We salute and
role in the political life of Guyana. He will be bid you farewell… We thank you for your prinremembered for fighting against Independence cipled and outstanding service to public life in
in collaboration with the PNC, the British colo- British Guiana and Guyana.”
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Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
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CPA, CA.
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MEMORIAM

Salute to Guyana icon Balram Singh Rai: Make the World Noble
and Rahman B. Gajraj).
Balram Singh Rai
“During his tenure, dual-control of Christian-ran schools
February 8, 1921 - January 6, 2022
was abolished. On February 16, 1962 (‘Black Friday’), when
By Batyoram Ramharack
alram Singh Rai would have been 101 next month. British Guiana was in the throes of anti-budget demonstrations
Unfortunately, he departed the physical world ear- in Georgetown, led by Burnham and Peter D’Aguiar, Minister
lier this month in Oxford, England. Rai served the PPP Rai oversaw the crisis while every other PPP minister, including
government as the Minister of Community Development and the Jagans, went into hiding. Rai countermanded an order by
Education and as Guyana’s first Minister of Home Affairs in the the police commissioner to shoot protestors if warranted. Had
pre-Independence period.
this happened, British Guiana would have
As Rai’s official biographer, kindly allow
descended further into a state of ethnic
me to rekindle and share with readers what
strife.
I had previously written as a tribute to him
“Rai’s term as Guyana’s first Home
in Stabroek News (February 6, 2021) a year
Affairs Minister was short-lived after Jagan
ago on the remarkable accomplishment of
asked Governor Ralph Grey to revoke his
becoming a centenarian:
ministerial portfolio in June 1962. This was
“Balram Singh Rai will be 100 years old
subsequent to Rai, who was Deputy (Vice)
on February 8. Rai was an iconic political
Chairman of the PPP, being expelled by
figure, dating back to the pre-IndepenJagan and Janet Jagan, because of his refusal
dence years. Together with Ashton Chase
to retract his public statement that the
and Eusi Kwayana, he is one of few political
Jagans manipulated the PPP elections for
leaders still alive from the 1947 era when he
Party Chairman.
supported the brash young radical Cheddi
“Rai challenged a popular African
Jagan in a successful bid for a seat in the
Guyanese and former Minister of Natural
colonial legislature.
Resources, Brindley Benn (father of cur“Rai was an attorney and a devout memrent minister of Home Affairs, Robeson
ber of the Arya Samaj Hindu faith. Clem
Benn) for the post of Chairman at the PPP’s
Balram SIngh Rai
Seecharan recalled how Rai was viewed in
Congress in 1962. Rai’s complaints about
his Berbice village of Palmyra, 12 miles away from Jagan’s birth- the electoral irregularities to then Attorney General Fenton
place in Plantation Port Mourant: ‘he was an icon …brilliant, Ramsahoye evoked the cryptic response: ‘Comrade, why worry.
fearless and confident …a true Kshatriya …After Jagan, Rai was The party works in devious ways’. Together with another PPP
certainly the most popular Indian leader in the colony’.
stalwart, Jai Narine Singh, Rai later formed the Justice Party,
“Rai rose to political prominence in 1957 after winning a but could not secure enough votes to win a seat in the 1964
seat to the colonial legislature as a PPP candidate by defeating elections.
Sydney King (Eusi Kwayana) in a close election for the Central
“During the 1964 elections, he warned his supporters that the
Demerara constituency. He served as Minister of Education imposed Proportional Representation system would result in
(1959-1961), and later, as Minister of Home Affairs (1961-1962). the PPP being excluded from government. Rai remained incorAs a PPP minister, he respected cultural diversity, advocated for ruptible, migrating to the UK in 1970. He rejected Burnham’s
the liberalisation of local government and promoted ‘balance’ in entreaties and lucrative offers, even as some of the PPP’s brightthe police force through targeted Indian recruitment.
est Marxist theoretician, including Ranji Chandisingh, accepted
“He played a major role at the historical 1960 Constitutional Burnham’s carrots.
Conference in London, where the issue of self-government
“Sultan Mohammed, in a recent letter [to the Guyana media,
was discussed (other delegates included Jagan, L.F.S. Burnham, Kaieteur News, January 27, 2021], noted that Brindley Benn
W.O.R. Kendall, Brindley Benn, Jai Narine Singh, Robin Davis left the PPP in 1968, formed the pro-China Working People’s

Vanguard Party, and became a fierce critic of the PPP for 20
years. He was welcomed back into the PPP in 1992, and was
rewarded with the position of High Commissioner to Canada
and a national award. The PPP was, after all, the party of science, with history on its side.
“Rai was not a believer in scientific socialism, and his
Chairmanship of the PPP, from Jagan’s perspective, would have
presumably denied the multi-racial character of the party if the
top two positions in the party leadership were held by Indians.
Rai was too ethnic for Jagan. His aspiration to become the
Party’s Chairman was doomed from the get-go, and his historical association with the PPP had to be erased.
“The Pensions (President, Parliamentary and Special Offices)
Act, Chapter 27:03, enacted in January 1970, provided for pension to legislators who were sitting members of the National
Assembly on or after May 26, 1966. The Act also provided for
pensions to legislators who had served in 1953 or after, thus providing for former legislative service to be counted for purposes
of computing pensions to qualified legislators.
“Rai served as a legislator from 1957 to 1964. He remains
today the only Guyanese minister who was denied a parliamentary pension. Despite previous correspondences and conversations on this matter with Forbes Burnham, Desmond Hoyte, Sir
Shridath Ramphal, Sase Narain, Cheddi Jagan, Roger Luncheon,
among others, this issue remains unresolved.
“It is not that Rai, now under hospice care in England, seeks
to benefit from his pension, but as Ralph Ramkarran noted
(Stabroek News, June 7, 2015) the government’s magnanimity
in recognition of the social injustice perpetrated against one of
its own ministers ‘would go a long way in correcting egregious
historical omissions’ like that of Rai’s.”
Kit Nascimento had subsequently indicated in a letter to
the press that Rai was not the only parliamentarian denied a
pension. The fact remains, however, that despite several correspondences from Rai directly to Jagan, this matter was never
addressed.
In any case, Rai had indicated to me, as well as Rampersad
Tiwari (who edited Jagan’s book), that should anything of substance materialise from this injustice, the entire pension should
be gifted to the Dharmshala, the charity established in 1921 by
Pandit Ramsaroop Maharaj.
I salute Rai by echoing these words from the Vedas –
‘Krinvanto Vishwam Aryam’ – (Make the World Noble).

was one of the original leaders and visionaries to foster our rich
Roopnarine Sharma
culture. He was a true and loyal son of our Indian Heritage. His
October 19, 1933 - January 9, 2022
deep passion helped thousands of individuals and families rise
By John Persaud & Kamla Sharma
oop Sharma was a trailblazer who transformed lives up to be unified and proud of our Indian roots.
through education, inspiration, and leadership. For
Building connections to our motherland India
an impoverised boy born in Sparta on the Essequibo
Sharma was one of the first Guyanese to chart pilgrimages
Coast, Guyana, to a man who traveled to great heights through to India in the 1970’s. He would come back with hundreds of
education, his journey was a remarkable one.
rudraksha malas (rosary beads), Ganges water, and Shiva linHe decided from a young age to live
gams to distribute to the community.
a purpose-driven life. He advanced indiHe was always thinking about how
viduals, families, and communities from
to rebuild this sense of connection and
around the world through his wisdom and
accessibility to our motherland. One of
vision. His stalwart efforts were recognised
his memorable encounters in India was
and honoured by leaders in India, England,
having tea with Dilip Kumar, a Bollywood
Guyana, and Canada. When you crossed his
legend. Roop Sharma, his wife, and kids
path, your life was uplifted and blessed.
had a chance encounter in the lobby of
Knowing this great man firsthand and
the Janput Hotel in New Delhi, India, with
intimately as a daughter and son-in-law,
Dilip Kumar in 1984. His first sentence to
these are our personal observations of the
this legend was, “We are proud Guyanese;
strategies he employed to transform lives
thank you for bringing us such joy, hapand communities. The core strategies were:
piness, and entertainment through your
(1) propagation of our culture and heritage;
movies”.
(2) building connections back to our mothThen over chai, Sharma shared with
erland India; and (3) legal and intellectual
Kumar about the strength and tenacity of
mastermind.
our Guyanese community. Kumar was so
Propagation of our culture and heritage
intrigued with the discussion, he sat with
Roopnarine Sharma
When our ancestors left our motherland
Sharma for some time. That was who he
of India in 1838, we no doubt needed thoughtful leaders to was – a proud ambassador of our country and our people.
constantly uplift and promote our culture and heritage. Roop
Another special memory was when the great legendary
Sharma was destined to be one of those great leaders who singer Lata Mangeshkar visited his home in Toronto and sang
instilled traditional values and principles from our scriptures. melodious songs. He once again shared the depth and love our
In Guyana he was an instrumental part of the Maha Sabha and Guyanese people have for Hindi song and movies.
Gandhi Youth Organisation. His young voice was heard on
Lastly, the great bhajan legend Shree Hari Om Sharan was
Radio Demerara promoting our culture through bhajans and a dear friend to Roop Sharma. He would spend summers with
reciting verses from sacred scriptures such as the Bhagwat Gita. Sharma and his family in their lakefront cottage in Orillia, and
Then in Canada, he continued to further uplift our culture home in Toronto, where he composed original bhajans, and
through the formation and development of the Canada Hindu painted beautiful landscapes. He was a highly charismatic and
Organisation. Religious gatherings, celebration of Diwali and magnetic man who naturally attracted both simple and famous
Holi festivals, Hindi classes, music lessons, and meditation people in his circle.
classes were spearheaded at the CHO.
He further extended the connections through close friendHe also powerfully led weekly sermons that instilled hope, ships with the Indian Counsels General. Sharma invited them
strength, and purpose to all who attended these gatherings. He to his home, to Diwali and Holi functions to open dialogue and

bridge the gap between Indian nationals and the Caribbean
diaspora.
He was proud of how Guyanese, Trinidadians, Fijians, and
East Africans upheld the religion and culture of our motherland. He helped them to understand that while there was a loss
of the Hindi language, there was great love and reverence for
traditions, culture, and brotherhood.
Legal and Intellectual Mastermind
A legal genius. For over 50 years, as a brilliant legal mastermind, he challenged and engaged the legal system to advance
the lives of marginalised immigrant and refugees from around
the world.
In a landmark case, he cleverly found ways to interpret the
conventional definition of a refugee to include political and
religious persecution. By this precedent setting case, he opened
the gate to thousands of alyssum seekers and refuges to Canada.
Furthermore, he successfully advocated for immigrants by
telling their stories and compelling struggles in their homeland to win thousands of Humanitarian and Compassionate
Immigrant cases.
His reputation in the judicial courts in Guyana and Canada
was impeccable. Judges in the courts of justice trusted his nobility and integrity as a lawyer and advocate. Clients would greatly
benefit from his trusted relationship in the courts of law. He
would frequently and diplomatically negotiate for clients to be
entrusted to community leaders and their families as opposed
to being held behind bars.
As a result of his integrity, Judges showed more leniency to
his clients. Roop Sharma counselled and educated his clients to
walk a different and better path to be good community members. He knew that nobility is not born by retribution, shame,
and blame, but by rebuilding and re-engaging members to feel
part of a greater community.
We have lost a great legend in our community. A distinguished gentleman who deeply believed and acted in accordance with his calling, he leaves behind a legacy of hope in a
world that longs for such nobility and rich connection.
Legacy is not leaving something for people: it is leaving
something in people. To honour Sharma’s deep sense of community, let us act in accordance with this great man’s values
and principles. This man is indeed a shining star to the glory
of humanity.

B

Sharma transformed lives with education, inspiration, & leadership
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BLACK HISTORY

Understanding the rich, engaging history of US churches
By Dhanpaul Narine
t is 1758 and a slave reports on the
condition of Blacks. He says, “The white
folks would come in when the coloured
people would have prayer meetings, and whip
every one of them. Most of them thought that
when coloured people were praying it was
against them.” In 2015, in Charleston, South
Carolina a weapon, deadlier than the whip
was used, and it brought tragic results.
Black churches were a cause of concern
to the White establishment, during and after
slavery. A Black congregation was seen as a
threat to White supremacy. The congregation
was an example of faith, togetherness, and
the ownership of property, and this did not
sit well with Whites. When Whites in the
South wanted excitement, they would set fire
to Black churches. The flames provided relief
from boredom and sent a message to Blacks to
mind their message and manners.
But President Barack Obama reminded us
that Black churches have provided a sanctuary
from hardships. According to Obama, “Over
the centuries, Black churches served as hush
harbours, where slaves could worship in
safety, praise houses, where free descendants
could gather and shout ‘Hallelujah…’”
Obama in his Charleston eulogy outlined
the importance of Black churches. They were
more than centres of worship. The Black
churches in America have from the time of
their inception stood for justice and equality.
Their influence has extended to politics,
economics, and education. They challenged
the status quo that a good slave would obey
his master and reap the rewards in Heaven.
In 1863, the four million freed Blacks
were a powerful constituency. The task was
to organise their voices for militant action
and the church was seen as the instrument
that would facilitate such action. A towering
figure in the early development of the church
was Daniel Payne, who for over 50 years, gave
both physical and religious instructions as to
how to expand the laity. Payne was born in
Charleston, South Carolina, and his religious
ideology was shaped by the belief that Black
independent churches were the most potent
way to fight slavery and racism.
There were other important figures in
the church movement, and they included
Theophilus Gould Steward and Richard
Allen. Both were influential in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Steward was
awarded a Doctor of Divinity Degree in
1881 from Wilberforce University in Ohio.
Allen founded the AME Church in 1794 and
realised that free Blacks needed a sanctuary in
which to fight racism, and to become literate
so they can organise for political action. Allen
also founded Sunday Schools to teach literacy
programs, and to focus on discussing the
politics of the day.
In 1829, there were the Cincinnati Riots
in which Blacks were attacked by Whites; the
reason given was that Whites resented Black
settlement in parts of Cincinnati fearing that
jobs would be lost to Whites. The violence
was perpetrated by Irish settlers; around 1,100
Blacks left Cincinnati, and some of them even
migrated to Canada, where they founded the
Wilberforce colony in Ontario.
It was against this repression that
Richard Allen and his followers decided
to act. In 1830, they organised the first
Negro Convention in Philadelphia. The
riots dominated the agenda, and one of the
resolutions was to work to improve Black
education so they could compete for jobs
better with Whites.
Despite the resolutions, and some degree
of literacy intervention, the condition of
Blacks improved only slightly. Black children
were not admitted to public schools, while
Blacks that owned property were required to
pay taxes to support the schools. In addition,
Blacks could not give evidence in court

Methodist Episcopal Church, and his attacker
was blinded by hate as well.
In the rich and engaging history of Black
churches one would do well to salute the
contributions of stalwarts such as Denmark
Vesey and his son Robert. There was also
Robert F. Boyd, educator and doctor, who
used public forums to advocate for Black
causes, and who helped to organise the
Society of Coloured Physicians and Surgeons.
By 1895, the importance of a union between
various denominations was realised.
It was in that year that more than 2,000
clergymen met in Atlanta, Georgia. The
purpose was to discuss racial intolerance
and violence against the Black community.
The big conventions included the Baptist
Foreign Missionary Convention, the American
National Baptist Convention, and the National
Baptist Educational Convention.
One result of the meeting was the merging
of the three Conventions to form the National
Baptist Convention of America. There were
some powerful names at the Convention,
including Reverend A.D Walters, who was the
grandfather of Dr Martin Luther King Jr.
Black churches continued to organise
and to speak out against racial inequality
and injustice. When the fight for Civil
Rights came, they were in a good position to
advocate passionately against injustice.
Black churches have remained the soul
of the community. Dr Martin Luther King
said in 1958 that Black churches should be
concerned with people in the slums, and about
the economic conditions that strangle them.
In 2015, Pope Francis visited the US and this
message was repeated. Black churches then
have been ahead of the times in spreading the
message of justice and equality to the flock.
May they long continue on this mission.
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Then US President Barack Obama delivers his Charleston eulogy
against a White person, sit in a jury, or even
advocate for adequate staff to be sent to them.
serve in the militia.
In 1867, he started a newspaper the Charleston
In 1841, another riot broke out. Black
Advocate, and later that year, Benjamin was
leaders celebrated the Emancipation
elected a delegate to the State Constitutional
of slavery in England, and many in the
Convention. He won a seat in the State Senate
White community were unhappy with the
and campaigned on the Republican ticket for
ceremonies. In the riots that followed there
Ulysses S. Grant to be President.
were reports of the loss of lives in the Black
In 1868, tragedy struck. Reverend
community and meetings were held in the
Randolph was boarding a train in South
Betel AME church to plan further action.
Carolina. In broad daylight, three men
The Cincinnati Daily Gazette on September belonging to the Klu Klux Klan assassinated
6, 1841 reported that during the mayhem
him. This was a life that was cut short in
the press of the Philanthropist was seized and
its prime by attackers that were blinded by
dumped into the river.
hatred. No one was apprehended for the
As can be seen, it was far from easy for
crime. In 2015, another life was cut down.
Blacks to express themselves in the days
He was Reverend Clementa Pinckney, who
following Emancipation. The churches played
was also a pastor at the Emanuel African
an active role to mobilise the people, but there
were tensions from within as well.
The leadership in the North had its
own ideas as to how the church should be
organised, and what message should be
dispensed. There were those who believed that
all references to Africa should be abandoned,
and these included dancing and drumming.
Religion should follow an intellectual
path in which learning and literacy would
feature prominently. But this Northern idea
did not go down well with the Southern
leadership. It was argued that the majority of
the ex-slaves were illiterate, and depended on
an oral tradition that included chanting and
drumming.
Many of the churches were located in
the rural areas, and members stuck to their
customs. These involved the hush harbours
and the emotional and chanting style of
preaching.
However, by 1900 the emergence of a
Black middle class meant that the church was
more involved in schools and colleges, social
inequality, and the ability to publish and to
circulate information to its members about the
latest happenings.
The main issues of the day were questioned
from the pulpit, and rural and urban, poor
and middle class, and illiterate and literate,
found that they had a lot in common. The
stage was then set for further conflict and
confrontation between Blacks and Whites.
History has a way of repeating itself, and
can cause one to pause and take stock when
it is least expected. In 1865, there was a
re-dedication program of the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church, in Charleston.
The Reverend Randolph Benjamin had served
as a Chaplain in the 26th Regiment, United
States Coloured Troops. After his stint was
over, he was sent to Charleston because “he
wanted to be useful to his race”.
Reverend Randolph became the Assistant
#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
Superintendent of Education in Charleston
in 1865. His record is impressive. He was able
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
to establish schools for freed Blacks, and to
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ARTS & LITERATURE

A Dougla’s Tale an
evocative narrative

Coming of age tale in
Trials & Tribulation

Erma Jacob: A Dougla’s Tale
rma Jacob’s A Dougla’s Tale is a
collection of autobiographical
narratives told from the point of view
of a young girl growing up in an inter-racial
family in the idyllic, inter-cultural village of
Flanagin Town in central Trinidad during the
1950s-1960s.
Using a mix of Trinidadian Creole with
Standard English, Jacobs weaves humour into
her stories that explore, among other things,
a prevailing intercultural harmony in the
racially diverse community of rural Flanagin
Town during that time.
As the online review by tgray28 notes,
A Dougla’s Tale is “vividly evocative” for its
representation of “the sights, sounds, tastes,
and textures of life… [that] are wonderfully
portrayed through the narrative lens of a
curious, observant young girl coming of age
in a town that teaches her to value and respect
people of all races and backgrounds”.
It further notes that the reader learns along
with the narrator, with takeaways focusing on
life’s values, such as “every-day hard work and
the excitement of special occasions; about the
history of Flanagin Town… and its embrace
of people from all heritages; about a variety of
traditions”, among others.
Another key takeaway, as tgray28 notes,
is Jacob’s exploration of family life and its
intergenerational trauma, along with the
resilience of [the narrator’s] own parents and
sister, and the author herself “as she grows
from a delightfully mischievous yet thoughtful
child into a hard-working, ambitious woman
who takes her town’s teachings with her into
an adulthood in Canada”.
Jacob is a first-time author who has lived in
Canada for the past 50 years.
Narrative technique is especially noted
by tgray28 for its evocative texturing of

Veersen Bhoolai:
Trials and Tribulations:
A Young Boy’s Coming of Age
eersen Bhoolai’s Trials and
Tribulations: A Young Boy’s Coming of
Age, opens a window for the reader
into life on the tropical island of Trinidad
from the suburbs of its capital city of Port-ofSpain to cocoa plantations in the countryside.
The text’s explorations are also narratively
rich with murder, deceit, adultery, and racial
tension – all told from the perspective of an
Indo-Trinidadian young man growing up in
the mid- to late 20th century.
In the text, while it seems that Sunil
“Sunny” Darsan has been born into an idyllic
family, all he wants to do is escape. His
family’s legacy is impressive – his grandfather
is a rags-to-riches icon, and owner of the
largest plantation in Trinidad. Also, Sunny’s
parents are the first Trinidadian couple to
graduate as lawyers.
It is a family that appears to have it all:
wealth, power, and eminence. However, like
all families, this one also has its secrets.
When Sunny’s parents divorce and his
grandfather dies, his father, Vijay, inherits
the plantation. Vijay’s natural instincts then
emerge, where he shirks his paternal duties,
and begins pursuing his darker interests in
womanising and gambling.
While Vijay gambles and parties, Sunny’s
mother struggles to support him and sister,
Leila. Unfortunately, she can only protect
them from so much, and when Sunny and
Leila visit their father at the plantation for a
holiday, it is the end of their innocence.
Sunny finds himself on a path of discovery
to a painful secret that will affect him and his
sister for the rest of their lives. Amidst the
challenges of his childhood and emerging
manhood, Sunny tries to survive, desperately

E
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one of the main characters inhabiting A
Dougla’s Tale. It is the narrator’s mother,
cited as “an especially nuanced character: her
determination, confidence, and ambition are
complicated by a legacy of family trauma,
resulting in erratic behaviour, but her love
for her family and her drive to succeed
for and with her children is her defining
characteristic”.
A second reviewer, Rachelle Scarbor, also
speaks to the eminence and presence of the
matriarch, Popo. According to Scarbor, Popo
is driven, is without a formal education, is
“guided only by her life experiences and love
for her family”, and is set on ensuring her
children become educated.
Scarbor writes: “The brilliance of The
Dougla’s Tale is... in the effects of Popo’s early
trauma on her family life. While she is able to
set limits and expectations on the behaviours
of her daughters as they blossom into young
adulthood, she is limited in her emotional
ability to do the same with her son…”
A Dougla’s Tale is available on Amazon,
and on other online platforms.

“Mom, did you see my lanyard?” I knocked on the bedroom
door and yelled at it with enough force to penetrate its
hollowness.
“Roshanna, I hope you’re dressed for school!” Her sleepy
voice dulled the edge of her scold. “Why didn’t you wake me
earlier?” Her attempt to blame me for being late rolled my
eyeballs. “You’re going to be late for your own funeral.” I lipsynced her favourite line.
Was she talking to me or herself? Was she repeating the
statement her parents preached to her? Did she also practice
the twisty-faced mime behind her parents’ back like I did to
her?
“But mom, I was
up since…” I shut my
mouth to save my
breath. This argument
played out this way
every weekday morning
with no clear winner,
and a road-rage-filled
ride of silent animosity
to school. I couldn’t
get out of the car fast
enough to let her zoom
the rest of the way into
work at the peril of
other drivers.
I completed my homework by the time she arrived to pick
me up after school. Rush hour traffic held its literal meaning
for my mom. She zipped in and out of lanes with her little blue
hatchback, swearing at motorists who slowed her down. She
despised drivers who exercised patience to stay in their lanes,
and still ended up ahead of her, especially if they managed to
get through the green light that turned red just in time to snag
her. Whenever that happened, she would seethe at the traffic
light.
At the end of the ride home, we were both exhausted. Her
nerves were shot from adrenaline rushes, and I suffered from
post-trauma stress disorder.
Supper consisted of self-served leftovers from the big
cook on Sunday that lasted all week. Two minutes in the
microwave, and orange juice from the fridge turned dinner
into homemade fast food.
Light chatter at the dinner table ended with me doing the
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dishes while she plunked herself on the living room sofa to
doze through her favourite soap opera.
While my mom napped before bedtime, I retreated to my
room and used my laptop to connect with my friends on social
media.
This routine was
interrupted one
evening when a
friend posted a link
to a site that used my
birth information to
tell the story of my
life. A chill ran down
my spine when the
app told me that my
birth parents had
died in an accident.
The app did not say,
but I assumed that
my current mom and
dad had adopted me
from birth, but had never told me.
Right after I admired the app’s creators for their cleverness
in developing a program that professed to know the user by
their name, location, and birth information, dread draped over
me when I realised that I had given my private information
to some unknown entity on the Internet. My heart pounded.
What had I done?
I tossed around in bed that night, jumping at every sound,
real or imagined. My mom’s light snore in the next room told
me that she was at rest. My dad had died of a heart attack the
previous year, so my mom and I were left alone in the old
creaky house at the end of the lane. A stalker could hide in the
forest beyond our house and attack us without notice. Guilt at
putting our family at risk churned my stomach. I slipped out
of bed once to move the curtains and peer into the woods but
scared myself with imaginary images in the dark.
For the next week, I remained on edge. I used the school’s

searching to escape the family’s dysfunction.
Trials and Tribulations: A Young Boy’s
Coming of Age recently received honourable
mention at the 2021 New England Book
Festival in its Biography/Memoir category.
Bhoolai is a print and television journalist,
and a teacher. He has worked with the
Canadian media and abroad. He was born
in Trinidad and Tobago, where he acquired
his early education before coming to Canada.
Here he attended high school in Guelph,
Ontario, before moving on to Humber College
to study journalism; and later, a Post Graduate
Diploma in International Marketing.
His careers have taken him from
newsrooms in Etobicoke and Mississauga,
and writing for community publications,
including Indo-Caribbean World, to locations
in Istanbul, Turkey, Colombia, and as an
editor for the International Security Assistance
Force in Afghanistan. He has written about
Afghanistan in a second book, No, I Don’t
Work In The Kitchen: Surviving War-Torn
Afghanistan for Three Years.
Click here to visit his website.

computer for assignments,
afraid to even look at my
laptop. My friends seemed to walk around with the same
heavy cloud hanging over their heads. Even though we never
spoke about it, we should have known better than to become
magnets for stalkers with evil intentions. They used laughter to
cover the terror they felt like I did.
After a couple of weeks, the edge of apprehension dulled,
and the human urge to explore returned. I decided to use my
dad’s information to let them know that an adult male lived
with me. I gasped when the app described the time, date, and
reason he died. Remorse for putting my mom in danger sent a
tremor through me. The flutter in my stomach returned. I had
done it again!
I jumped when a dark red window popped on the computer
screen. It asked if I wanted information on my mother. How
did it know I lived with my mom? I froze! What did I get
myself into? I took a deep breath and searched for the app to
delete it. I’d had enough!
Before I found the app, another window popped to ask if I
knew my brother. I didn’t know that I had a brother. I had to
find out. I clicked the box next to ‘Yes’, aware that I was being
lured into something dark and sinister, but unable to resist.
This mysterious app was revealing details of my life that I
never knew. It told me that my older brother had died in the
accident with my parents.
I had to ask about my mom to find the final piece of the
puzzle. The app told me that my mom’s careless driving had
caused the accident that killed my family. My pregnant birth
mother had aborted me upon impact. My mom and dad had
picked me up and fled the scene, making it look like a singlecar accident. They had registered me as their newborn and
gave me their name.
The funeral for my birth parents and brother had included
a tiny baby coffin for me. The authorities had assumed that a
wild animal had run off with my body and had eaten me. The
coffin was symbolic. My phony mom knew that I was already
late for my own funeral. I called the police.
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80 Commerce Valley Drive E, Suite 1
Markham, ON L3T 0B2
Phone: 905-739-9739 • Fax: 905-739-9740
Web: cupe.on.ca E-mail: info@cupe.on.ca

CUPE Ontario: Permanent Full Time Campaign Coordinator
CUPE Ontario is seeking a permanent full time Campaign Coordinator.
If you have a deep sense of social justice, have experience or interest in the trade union movement,
experience supporting senior elected officials, are a critical thinker and self-starter who works well
as part of a team and operates within an anti-racist, anti-oppression framework, with campaign
management & leadership experience, then this opportunity is for you.
External applicants are invited to apply for the position by January 25, 2022
at 4pm.
CUPE Ontario’s mission is to advance the lives of 280,000 members all across Ontario, both at
work and in their communities, by mounting campaigns for political mobilization, facilitating the
coordination of collective bargaining, and fighting for social justice, equality, and against all forms
of discrimination.
As Ontario’s largest public sector union, we have a deep commitment to strengthen and continue to
build public services for the citizens of our province, and we see the fight against privatization and
austerity tactics as integral to all that we do. We work strongly in coalition with community groups
and other unions to achieve our goal. As the political wing of Canada’s largest union, political action
and equity work are central to all aspects of our Action Plan which is developed and passed each
year directly by the membership of our union. We resist austerity policies and tactics that remove
government from activities that benefit people, and in turn create staggering economic inequality and
the loss of quality public services and decent jobs for all workers in Ontario.
CUPE Ontario’s Political Division is in the process of exciting growth and development and we are
looking for individuals with the skills, abilities and stamina to support our political campaigns. CUPE
Ontario is committed to building a strong and diverse organization that is reflective of our members
and society at large.
Position Description
The Campaign Coordinator will develop and implement campaign strategies to engage and mobilize
members around worksite issues, politics, public policy, and other issues affecting the lives of workers
and to develop leadership amongst workers.
The role of the Campaign Coordinator is to provide leadership, direction and development to
members and staff as it relates to carrying out the vision, goals and respective political campaigns
of CUPE Ontario. The Campaign Coordinator also oversees and manages the implementation of all
campaign work in their assignment.
Under the direction of the CUPE Ontario President and Secretary-Treasurer, the Campaign
Coordinator will assist in developing and directing the organizational programs to achieve campaign
objectives of CUPE Ontario. The Coordinator works as a part of a team with communications,
government relations, other political staff and members released from work.
The Campaign Coordinator must be a self-starter, with a strong political analysis, and be able to
implement and execute all strategic and functional campaign initiatives, as well as manage campaign
goals, objectives, and activities of CUPE Ontario.
Job Responsibilities
• Plan, organize and manage a variety of province-wide campaigns, elections, and membership
development activities.
• Draft and implement campaign plans and budgets; monitor budgets and implementation; provide
support to evaluate; as well as providing overall campaign management.
• Develop, drive forward and implement with other staff, campaign work of the union including
election planning strategies at the constituency level and advocacy campaigns for public services,
improved working conditions, and against systemic discrimination.
• Review, assess and evaluate all campaign plans and make recommendations on resource
requirements or reallocation.
• Recruit, assign, direct and motivate other staff and volunteers including orientation and ongoing
support for book-offs.
• Assist with coordination of needs for annual conventions.
• Liaise with all parts of CUPE, the OFL, CLC, primary community partners and the NDP on
organizational matters and election planning matters for Ontario.
• Other duties as required by the Officers of CUPE Ontario.

responsibility for project development, management and execution.
• Post-secondary degree/diploma in a related field or equivalent working and educational experience.
• Demonstrated experience using social media tools and other electronic means to advance
campaign work, mobilization and membership engagement.
• Solid computing skills, including a strong knowledge of Microsoft Office applications.
• The successful candidate must be prepared and available to work long irregular hours, including
evenings and weekends when required.
• The successful candidate must be prepared to work outdoors in all weather conditions coordinating
rallies and other events.
• The successful candidate must be prepared to travel throughout the province as required.
• The successful candidate must demonstrate experience and stamina working in a fast-paced
environment on multiple simultaneous projects.
• A valid Ontario driver’s license and the ability to travel with a vehicle.
Detailed Qualifications
Campaigns, Political & Community Experience
• Minimum of 5 years of experience in union or community organizing and representation leading a
team of at least two or more staff.
• Extensive and demonstrated campaign experience.
• Proven ability, demonstrated experience and understanding of working in an antiracist and antioppression framework to work with people of diverse backgrounds and cultures.
• Ability to lead members in a way that motivates and inspires members to develop into leaders and
participate in key union political campaigns.
• Ability to work independently and exercise good judgment.
• Ability to demonstrate CUPE Ontario’s core values in their day-to-day work.
• Ability to frame issues and articulate organizational values and priorities.
• Ability to lead and work effectively as part of a team.
• Ability to organize their time and that of staff on their team.
• Sound organizational skills to assist staff and members in managing and prioritizing work subject
to deadlines in a dynamic and changing environment, as an individual and as a member of a team.
• Demonstrated understanding of the campaign organizing model and how it can be used to
empower members.
• Demonstrated ability to formulate and deliver on short-term and long-term staff and member
development and capacity building goals.
• Ability to draft, develop in consultation and implement campaign action plans.
• Experience in building and managing financial budgets.
• Simultaneously able to coordinate multiple tasks.
• Understanding about how to integrate various campaigns into an integrated campaign model.
Communication/Interpersonal Skills
• Sound interpersonal and political communication skills appropriate to providing a quality staff and
member experience, including the ability to establish and cultivate respectful relationships with
people from diverse backgrounds.
• Ability to develop and carry out plans with sound independent judgment and minimum supervision.
• Ability to hold staff and members accountable to Action Plan and the assigned work.
• Demonstrated proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Outlook), databases,
Internet and online video teleconferencing software.
• Proficiency in social media as a campaign tool is required.
• Bilingualism is an asset.
Weekly Salary: $2,168.69 per week. Benefits, pension and conditions of employment are set out
in the Collective Agreement between CUPE Ontario and COPE Local 343.
Hours of Work: The successful candidate must be available to work flexible hours including
evenings and weekends as required.
Anticipated Start Date: February 2022.
We thank all interested applicants; only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Required Experience
The Campaign Coordinator is expected to demonstrate, through skill, experience and education, a
capacity to:
• Manage campaigns to achieve outcomes.
• Inspire and work with teams of peers, colleagues, and/or members.
• Facilitate smooth operational and organizational change.
• Communicate with tact and diplomacy.
• Take initiative and respond to direction.
• Engage in grassroots organizing, political action and advocacy.
• Create innovative organizational and administrative procedures.
• Effectively communicate with internal and external political stakeholders.
• Identify and use modern campaigning techniques.
• Effectively run campaigns including budgeting.

CUPE Ontario welcomes the contributions that individuals from equality seeking communities
bring to our organization and invites aboriginal people; black and racialized people; women; gays,
lesbians, bisexuals, queer oriented people; transgender and transsexual persons; single parents;
members of ethnic minorities; newcomers and/or refugees; people with disabilities; and people of
all ages to apply.
We encourage all applicants to describe the contributions and experiences they as individuals who
identify as equality seekers would bring to CUPE Ontario in their cover letter. Applications from the
CUPE Ontario membership are encouraged.

Minimum Requirements
• Thorough working knowledge of the history, principles, policies of CUPE, the labour movement,
applicable legislation and best practices within the sector.
• Familiarity with CUPE Ontario and portfolio areas and experience in organizations, and campaigns.
• Knowledge and experience in labour, political or community campaigns appropriate to the position.
• Experience in training and providing the necessary tools to meet campaign goals.
• Minimum of 5 years of experience in campaign coordination at a provincial level with direct

Important Instructions Below:
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Applications: Persons interested should send their resume and cover letter in one document
(Word or PDF). External applications will be accepted via e-mail with “Campaign Coordinator” in the
subject line to the attention of Meaghan Dixon, Operations Coordinator at employment@cupe.on.ca
no later than January 25, 2022 at 4pm.

Individuals from equality seeking communities are asked to describe the contributions and
experiences they as individuals who identify as equality seekers would bring to CUPE Ontario in
their cover letter.
CUPE members are strongly encouraged to apply. We require that they identify that they are a
member in both the subject line and in their cover letter.
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‘Re-energised’ CAL flying high as new aircraft takes off
Port-of-Spain – Caribbean Airlines
launched a new marketing campaign earlier
this month in celebration of its 15th anniversary.
In its latest campaign, the airline is highlighting its “re-energised” status having survived the Covid-19 pandemic in the last two
years.
The 2022 campaign is aptly named “REset
Expectations”, with an “overarching theme
that will underpin everything that is done
at Caribbean Airlines, reflecting its signature
service, and reinforcing the authenticity of the
Caribbean brand”, CAL said.
Chief Executive Officer Garvin Medera said
that “surviving the past two years was testimony of our resilience, and we are now reenergised”.
He added, “The REset Expectations campaign is the result of feedback from our
customers and employees, and is validated
by sound data. We’ve listened closely to the
sentiments, which enabled us to re-focus on
enhancing the customer experience. In the
coming months, our customers can look forward to new products and services, all crafted
with their needs in mind.”

Also, “We’re really excited about the planned
improvements, and everyone can stay informed
via our social media channels, and follow us on
#RE-calibrate as we Reset Expectations in
2022.”

Meanwhile, CAL’s Boeing 737-8 aircraft
took to the skies for the first time on January
14, with Boeing 9Y-CAL making its maiden
flight from Piarco International Airport to the
Norman Manley International in Kingston,

Jamaica.
Prior to the flight, the airline hosted a brief
ceremony at the Piarco International Airport
to launch the new aircraft. It offers passengers
exceptional levels of convenience and comfort,
and is part of CAL’s re-fleeting to coincide with
its 15th anniversary.
“The introduction of this new aircraft into
service represents Caribbean Airlines’ initiative to ‘REset Expectations’ for 2022,” Medera
said.
He added, “The 737-8 is the most technologically advanced aircraft in the world, and
it brings a range of benefits for Caribbean
Airlines, our customers, and the environment.
Fuel and maintenance costs are lower, each
plane has ten more seats than its predecessor,
with a total of 160 seats, and the aircraft offers
state-of-the-art technology, and an upgraded
level of comfort in both the business class and
economy cabin, including in-seat power for
mobile devices, a new sky interior, sleek modern seats, and much more.”
Medera also declared CAL was “excited
about the plans and improvements for the
coming year, all done with [the passenger] in
mind”.

Port-of-Spain – A committee was appoint- cials were being provided.
ed last week by Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime
“And that is why… I spent some time tryMinister Dr Keith Rowley that will investigate ing to find appropriate people who can go
conditions and the standard of care for Covid- within the walls of the hospital and report back
19 patients at the nation’s hospitals.
to the population what they’re seeing; what
It is a move that is
they have heard; what they
too little, too late, the
know. So that the populaOpposition said followtion can be comforted that
ing Rowley’s announcewhat you’re getting from
ment.
the healthcare system in
The
five-member
Trinidad and Tobago is
committee
will
be
the best that can be had,”
chaired by Professor
Rowley said.
Terrence
Seemungal,
He said the commitDean of the Faculty of
tee’s report would also
Medical Sciences at The
guide the government on
University of the West
what tweaks and changes
Indies.
should be made in the
In announcing the
health system.
move, Rowley lamented
“So, I sought and I
that there were nationfound five of our best and
als with the view that the
most appropriate people
Terrence Seemungal
standard of care at the
who have agreed to go
hospitals is the reason for the high numbers into the hospitals across the board, and look at
of Covid-19 deaths that are being recorded what is going on there, talk to the staff, look at
each day.
their data, look at it with a professional eye and
Earlier this week, the number of deaths from come back and tell the country,” he said.
Covid-19 was around 3,200 out of 100,590
The committee has one week to complete its
confirmed cases of infection. Over 2,500 of work on January 24 and to report its findings.
these deaths were unvaccinated nationals.
Rowley said the report will be made public.
Government data up to January 11 indiWith Seemungal as chairman are Professor
cated that 94 percent of deaths occurred in Emerita Phyllis Pitt-Miller, consultant anaeshospital, while six per cent were at home.
thetist and Intensive Care specialist and former
Rowley claimed that some nationals, includ- dean of The UWI Faculty of Medical Sciences;
ing members of the Opposition and trade Dr Anton Cumberbatch, public health specialunions, have been challenging the veracity of ist and former Chief Medical Officer; Dr Vidya
the statistics and information that health offi- Dean, consultant anaesthetist and Intensive

Care specialist; and Professor Donald Simeon,
director, Caribbean Centre for Health Systems
Research and Development and Professor of
Biostatistics and Public Health Research at
The UWI.
Meanwhile, responding to Rowley’s
announcement, two Opposition MPs described
the government’s move as too little, too late.
Naparima MP Rodney Charles and San
Juan/Barataria MP Saddam Hosein later raised
several questions over the committee investigating and preparing the report.
The move was ad hoc and ill-conceived,
Charles said, while questioning the timing.
“Over 3,100 citizens had to die before
[Rowley] saw fit to heed the advice that there
was something inherently wrong with our
treatment of Covid-19 patients, especially in
Intensive Care,” Charles said.
Both Charles and Hosein noted that in
early June last year, Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar wrote to Rowley requesting
that he establish a Commission of Enquiry
to investigate the handling of the Covid-19
pandemic.
They stated that while Persad-Bissessar was
able to identify 31 areas or issues, which should
be considered by the commission, the terms
of reference of the committee selected by the
government only contained six items.
They also questioned the one week timeframe allotted for completion of the investigation and corresponding report.
“This should have been done since the first
couple of deaths. Your policy should have been
changing to be in line with the science as it
comes out,” Hosein said.

Keith Rowley
Both Charles and Hosein questioned the
possible effect of the eventual report. Several
other advisory committees were cited that were
appointed by Rowley during his tenure, including the Roadmap to Recovery Committee, and
the Human Resources Advisory Committee.
“Rowley has a penchant for forming committees and then disregarding them and their
recommendations. What were the results of the
Economic Advisory Board? It was dissolved in
April 2018 after the resignation of members,”
Charles said.
Hosein suggested that a Commission of
Enquiry as suggested by Persad-Bissessar
would have been more apt, as it would be
chaired by an independent commissioner, who
would have the same powers as a High Court
Judge to compel witnesses to testify.
“I am not casting aspersions at the committee members, but how [the committee] was set
up,” Hosein said.

Port-of-Spain – The government of
Trinidad and Tobago last week extended the
deadline by a month for public servants to get
vaccinated against Covid-19, or face being sent
home without pay.
The announcement of the extension to
acquire inoculations was made by Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley, and which is part of
the implementation of its public sector “quasisafe zone” policy. The vaccination requirement date has now been pushed forward to
February 17.
Last month, Rowley announced the policy
requiring all public servants to get vaccinated. Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi had
said then that legislation would be brought
to Parliament to effect the policy, which the

government hoped to enforce by mid-January.
However, over the past month, the Joint
Trade Union Movement has pushed back
against the proposed policy, with its leader
Ancel Roget demanding that the government
withdraw its position, and take the threat of
furlough off the table.
Over the weekend, Rowley said the government was not backing down from its position,
and is still moving ahead with its plan to
furlough unvaccinated workers who are not
inoculated come February 17.
“I have asked the Attorney General to take
a little more time, and of course, it can’t be
forever. [Thus] I’m announcing that what we
had intended that might have been done on the
17th of January will now be done somewhere

about the 17th of February. We give the population a bit more time,” Rowley said.
He added he was pleased that many public
servants have co-operated, and are vaccinated.
However, he said many others are digging
their heels in and are still refusing the vaccine.
“We don’t expect that overnight everybody
is going to change their views,” he said.
Rowley also noted that the private sector
was gearing up to introduce its own vaccine
policies, revealing that business chambers had
written to the government with a request for
appropriate legislation to declare offices, factories, and other work sites as quasi-safe zones.
It meant all employees had to be vaccinated, with exemptions only on valid medical
grounds, he said.

Trinidad & Tobago Minister of Works and Transport Rohan Sinanan cuts the ribbon at the departure gate for the maiden flight of BW 414, along with Caribbean
Airlines Board Members, & CEO Garvin Madera

Govt committee to probe Covid-19 care

Public service gets extension to vaccination deadline

Faris Al-Rawi
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema
Musical director Naushad instrumental in building India’s musical firmanent
sometimes ask the singer to get
By Ajay Mankotia
experimental.
hanmukhananda Auditorium
He believed in the power of the
in Mumbai cannot be accused
of being a small hall. Far from
chorus to enhance the song’s effect.
The chorus was not used merely as
it, it is one of the biggest in Asia with
filler, but as an integral part of the song
a seating capacity of more than 2,700
– O Door Ke Musafir (Uran Khatola,
people at three levels. If you add the
1955), Dukh Bhare Din Beete Re
aisles and other spaces on the sides and
at the rear, then the audience can swell
Bhaiya (Mother India, 1957), Aayi Hain
Bahaarein (Ram Aur Shyam, 1967). The
up to 5,000.
song More Saiyan Utrenge from Uran
About three decades back, I attended
Khatola has basic instrumentation, and
a felicitation ceremony for a music
is almost entirely carried forward by
director who was no longer active. It
the chorus replacing instruments.
was his birthday. The entry was free,
He has many other firsts to his name
and the hall was packed to the rafters.
Before the official program began with
– first to use a 100-piece orchestra,
first to use Western notation in India
Dilip Kumar as the main speaker, short
(the notation of Aan was published in a
clips of his songs were screened on one
book form in London).
side of the empty stage. The crowd,
In the 1940s and 1950s, when
mostly on the wrong side of the 1950s,
was in raptures.
Naushad led, others followed. So
gripping was his hold over the listeners’
Clips of Rattan (1944), Anmol
Ghadi (1946), Shahjehan (1946), Mela
imagination that film distributors
Master composer, Naushad at work with the iconic Lata Mangeshkar
would stand to attention whenever his
(1948), Andaz (1949), Dillagi (1949),
name was mentioned. In the honours list in the film credits,
Dulari (1949), Babul (1950), Deedar (1951), Aan (1952), Baiju
his name would appear after the main hero and heroine.
Bawra (1952), Amar (1954), Uran Khatola (1955), Mother
He would charge Rs 1 lakh, plus Rs 10,000 for orchestral
India (1957), Kohinoor (1960), Mughal-e-Azam (1960), Ganga
Jamuna (1961), and others played one after the other, segueing
charges. The producer could be present during the song
n my 62 years in the film industry, I composed music for
recording, but not open his mouth. There was so much aura
seamlessly into the next one, each clip bringing a collective
66 films. These days, you come across people who have
surrounding him that the trailer of Dastan (1950) that showed
gasp and under-the-breath accompaniment. A hypnotic spell
done the music for 200 films in two years. What I’m saying is
had been cast. The half-hour presentation, and its impact on
how he composed music for the film while hailing “Naushad,
that we used to agonise over every tune and phrase in music,
the audience, encapsulated the genius of the man: Naushad.
Naushad, chaalis karor mein ek hi Naushad”. His musical clout
spend sleepless nights over a song, and work on it until it was
was unmatched.
But what was this?
perfected. And I am still looking for that perfection.
The four songs in Andaz sung by Mukesh, and pictured
Everyone thought that he had hung up his baton, but the
Master of Ceremonies announced during the program that he
on Dilip Kumar: Hum Aaj Kahin, Tu Kahe Agar, Toote Na
e must change with the changing times, but should
and Jhoom Jhoom Ke, turned Dilip into a tragedian – as per
had just been signed for Akbar Khan’s Taj Mahal - An Eternal
not lose connection with the roots.
the actor’s own admission. He was not happy with the tunes
Love Story (it was released a few years later in 2005). There
was thunderous applause. The virtuoso would be weaving his
which were instrumental in creating the melancholic mood for
music energy and classical gravitas.
magic a little bit longer!
him. But his misgivings were brushed aside. These songs have
To adapt classical music to film music is a mammoth task.
become legends.
About 20 years earlier, in 1982, at the same venue, Noor
Naushad modernised classical music and added colour and
Similarly, Dilip objected to Lata Mangeshkar being the
Jehan had sung his Awaaz De Kahaan from Anmol Ghadi
freshness to it. But he never wandered off the limits of the
(1946), the eternal song of hers sung during a brief tenure in
female singer, questioning how a girl from Maharashtra could
musical boundaries. He believed in the purity of melody, and
ever sing in Urdu. Naushad again had his way. This was Lata’s
India before Partition, defining her musically in the Indian
never compromised in inserting an offending note to lend
first film with Naushad. Lata’s Uthaye Ja Unke Sitam, Tod Diya
consciousness. The maestro wielded the baton that day too, 36
novelty. He never pandered to popularity.
years after wielding it in the studio.
Dil Mera, Meri Ladli Ri Meri Ladli, and others, give a measure
He had complete command over classical music, and used
His hold over the musical firmament in Hindi films was
of the impact the singer had made, and the faith that Naushad
it to enhance the song’s appeal: Mohe Panghat Pe (Mughal-ehad in her.
not commensurate with the number of years he spent in
Azam, 1960) began in Raag Pilu and slipped into Raag Gaara.
Once Talat smoked in front of Naushad after recording
the industry, and the meagre number of films (just 65) he
Yeh Dil Ki Lagi Kam Kya Hogi, from the same film, in Raag
had to show for it. But it is the best work that God (and the
his first song for him – Mera Jeewan Saathi Bichchad Gaya
Jaijaiwanti had each antara in a different tune – according to
from Babul (1950). Talat in Babul was a huge success on Dilip
public) wants, not the dregs of exhaustion. Twenty six silver
the prevailing evening mood.
jubilees, eight golden jubilees, four diamond jubilees are what
Kumar. So popular the songs went on to become that Mehdi
In Baiju Bawra (1952), each situation had an appropriate
Hassan began climbing the ladder of success on the back of
Naushad’s CV reveals, besides many other things.
Raag – Mohe Bhool Gaye Sanwariya (Bhairav), Bachpan Ki
Why was his output so low? He insisted on doing only one
two songs (including Talat’s Husnwalon Ko Na Dil Do from the
Mohabbat Ko (Maand), Tu Ganga Ki Mauj (Bhairavi), Jhoole
same film) at a public performance in Karachi in 1957.
film at one time. He laboured hard over his compositions,
Mein Pawan Ke (Basant and Pilu). Even Ustad Bade Ghulam
But that did not matter. As a punishment (for smoking in
and this required time. When he would construct the
Ali Khan broke his rule of keeping a distance from film music
superstructure of the song, he would go into the minutest
front of the master), Talat was replaced by Rafi, on the same
by singing two bandishes – Shubh Din Aayo and Prem Jogan
Dilip Kumar, in Deedar. Naushad was a martinet in the music
detail every step of the way.
Ban Ke.
If a particular word did not do the trick, he would ask the
Naushad adorned his pieces with aesthetics which made the studio. His word was musical law.
In the later years, with the change of Naushad’s fortunes,
lyricist to change it, or alternatively, to alter the line – never
songs eternal. Listen to the concluding bars of O Duniya Ke
mind even if the lyricist was Shakeel Badayuni who was
Lata stopped coming to his music room for rehearsals. In
Rakhwale (Baiju Bawra, 1952), the climactic onrush of melody
Aadmi (1968), Naushad (who had a very successful run with
indelibly linked with Naushad, having done a large part of his
in the second stanza of Meri Kahaani (Deedar), the choral
oeuvre.
Talat) was arm-twisted by Manoj Kumar to take Mahendra
effects of O Dur Ke Musafir (Uran Khatola), and so many
Kapoor as his playback singer in the song Kaisi Haseen Aaj
It would take Naushad a minimum of 15 days to compose
others. His music was all about dignified eloquence and chaste
Baharon Ki Raat Hai. This is despite the fact that Talat had
a single song. Tunes upon tunes would be composed till he
reverence.
eventually settled on a melody that satisfied him, keeping the
done the recording, and the album had been released. So, the
For Naushad, the melody was of course important, but the
film had Mahendra Kapoor while the album had Talat.
film’s requirements in mind.
polish, more so. He knew every instrument in his orchestra, and
He had the Midas touch – he was a trendsetter with a long
With the advent of the 1960s, Naushad’s sway lost a bit of
the best use for each in different parts of the song. He innovated
steam. Films like Leader (1964), Saaz Aur Awaaz (1966), Dil
line of musical hits. He was an arbiter of public taste.
with their pairing, say the flute with the clarinet, the sitar with
He rejected a huge monetary offer for Azad (1955) because
Diya Dard Liya (1966) had outstanding songs. However, even
the mandolin. He introduced the accordion – listen to Tarara
those could not save them from sinking. This took their toll on
the producer wanted the songs within a month. Naushad
Tarar from Dastan (1950), composed on waltz beat, the been,
wanted at least a year. C. Ramchandra was made the music
Naushad’s stature – slowly but surely.
the brass instruments and the vibraphone.
The latter half of the 1960s saw a change in the taste of
director and delivered the songs within a week. The songs were
He was instrumental in improving recording techniques
listeners. Naushad bravely soldiered on, and reinvented himself
great hits. But Naushad was cut from a different cloth.
and modernising the orchestra. His songs were composed
He straddled the two pillars of classical and folk music like
in Ram Aur Shyam (1967), Saathi (1968) and others. Saathi
and arranged in a manner to bring about a vigorous nod of
saw a complete makeover with Kersi Lord arranging the
a colossus, and rode to the pinnacle of popularity during the
appreciation by the listener. They demanded a serious ear, not a
1940s, 1950s, and early 1960s.
musical pieces. The result was totally unlike anything heard in
casual play in the background.
a Naushad film till then.
He was one of the first composers to bring folk music into
Yet, it was not that the composition and its recording were
films. With Rattan (1944), he showcased the immense appeal
In the 1970s, the face of film music changed completely.
planned to the last detail before entering the studio. The
Naushad could not reconcile with modern times. He was
of folk music very early in his career. In later years also, he
singers would come to his house for oral rehearsals. Mukesh
created several lively songs with a folk base and flavour that
made 23 trips to Naushad’s music room in his house – Ashiana considered outdated, and out of style. Tunes composed to
make them easy on the lips as well as on the ears.
– in Bandra, Bombay (now Mumbai) to rehearse Tu Kahe Agar themes that defied logic and reality did not work. His musical
arteries had hardened in the changed scenario. His music and
Some examples are Gaadi Wale Gaadi Dheere Haaq Re
from Andaz (1949).
(Mother India, 1957), Nain Lad Jayi He (Ganga Jamuna, 1961),
films flopped, and he gradually faded away.
But they had no idea what the orchestra would be, which
Mere Pairon Mein Ghungroo Bandha De (Sunghursh, 1968).
Naushad passed away on May 5, 2006 — ove 15 years ago.
was also being readied separately. When the singer and the
He did something unique. Even when a song had a classical
But old masters never die. The music lovers and connoisseurs
instrumentalists eventually came face to face at the time
base, he introduced elements of folk. The classical blended
still adore him. His music can never blur his image, even with
of recording, that was the first time the oral and orchestral
the changing times. Like a diamond, a genius is forever.
imperceptibly into folk. His tunes were a rare blend of folk
integration was achieved. Moreover, at recordings, he would

S

...the world according to Naushad:
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Inspired by Lagaan, Singh’s Taangh celebrates a father pushing beyond a boundary
By Urvee Modwel
rowing up in New Delhi in the 1960s, Bani Singh
knew that her father lived many lives in his one
lifetime. (Grahanandan) Nandy Singh, was born
in Lyallpur (now Faisalabad, in Pakistan) in 1926. He was a
member of the Indian hockey team that won the gold in the
1948 (London), and 1952 (Helsinki) Olympics. He eventually
retired as a commander in the Indian Navy, and was decorated
with the Param Vashisht Sewa Medal.
But for Bani, he was her father, someone who had the
deepest respect for all women, never differentiated between
her and her brother, always encouraged her to find her own
voice, and stand on her own two feet.
“I know the biggest compliment he gave me was the day he
said, ‘You would have made a darned good naval officer!’” she
reminisces.
Now, 74 years after the Indian
Olympic hockey team won
the gold in London, just one
year after Independence and
Partition, Bani has chronicled
her father’s journey in a film,
called Taangh (Longing, in
Punjabi).
“My first thought of making
Taangh came when I saw Lagaan
with my father. I couldn’t stop
saying, ‘Your gold medal was
the real Lagaan. Why doesn’t
someone make a film about
that?’ But at the time, I was not
even close to thinking I could
make a film,” she says.
It wasn’t until years later,
Nandy Singh
after Nandy Singh had suffered
a stroke, and they were watching Bhaag Milka Bhaag, that Bani
realised what she had to do.
“At the end of the movie, I was very impressed, and much
surprised to see how totally unimpressed he was,” she says.
Additionally, “When I wanted to know more, he pointed to
himself and the photograph of the hockey team. In an instance,
I was stunned by the depth of their achievement. Milkha
Singh’s story was so inspiring, and here was my father who

G

Indian 1948 Olympic team that took gold at the Games in London that year; Nandy Singh is standing
in the back row, second from right
had played the Olympics within a year of having
witnessed the horrors of Partition, and he and his
team had won the gold despite all odds.”
And so, “I think that was the moment I knew
this film had to be made.”
So, Bani set out to tell the story of India’s golden
boys, who, within a year of Independence, defeated
the Empire, and brought back the gold for their
country.
“At that point, I did not realise that this story
had many more layers,” she says.
Gradually, as they started filming, Nandy Singh allowed his
daughter access to his inner thoughts. She remembers asking
him how it felt when they stood on the victory stand. Also,
through gestures, he shared how they felt when standing on
the victory stand and seeing the Indian Flag above the Union
Jack. The entire Indian team had tears in their eyes as they
sang along with the national anthem.
Unfortunately for Bani, she reveals, “The time I picked up

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

the camera was the last year of my father’s life. Most of the
filming was done that year. After he passed away, I was unable
to work on it for the next two years.”
In fact, eventually, her older brother, Mano, stepped in to
fund the travel and studio expenses.
Taangh documents the journey and memories of four
Olympians, now all in the twilight of their lives. Bani and her
crew also travelled to Lahore (Pakistan).
She says, “It made me experience how similar we are. I was
received with respect at my father’s college, and they made me
feel like I would be welcomed back again. I came back feeling
wistful as to why we couldn’t be friends. We have so much to
share, despite all our differences.”
As a first-time filmmaker, she felt validated when Taangh
was shortlisted for the International Documentary and Short
Film Festival of Kerala, in the Focus Long Documentary
category.
Although delayed due to the pandemic, she hopes to
organise screenings soon. We can’t wait.

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Sidebottom’s racism side-step draws Rafiq focus

A

n apparent side-step on Yorkshire’s painful racism scandal by its interim coach, Ryan Sidebottom, set off a furore last week that drew a realigning focus from Azeem
Rafiq, the initiator of damning testimony that wrecked the club’s
reputation, left it facing financial ruin following
withdrawal of major sponsors, and an English
Cricket Board’s decision that stripped Headingley of the right to host major matches.
As ESPNcricinfo reported last week, Sidebottom has since apologised for what he later described as a “poor choice of words” about Yorkshire’s racism scandal, which were made during
an earlier interview with Sky Sports.
Sidebottom was appointed this month under
the club’s new director of cricket, Darren Gough,
following the sacking of 16 members of staff, including Gough’s predecessor Martyn Moxon,
and Andrew Gale, the former first-team coach.
The Yorkshire purge followed the resignation
Azeem
of chairman Roger Hutton and chief executive
Mark Arthur. Their exit came following testimony from Rafiq,
a former Yorkshire all-rounder, who told a parliamentary select
committee hearing in November last year that he was the victim
of institutional racism during tenure at the club.
As ESPNcricinfo reported, Sidebottom told Sky Sports: “It’s

been tough viewing; tough listening; seeing social media. It’s make things better. Wish it was that easy just to forget it and
been very difficult for lots of reasons for a lot of people.”
pretend nothing happened.”
He added, “Let’s try and forget about it. There’s no room
Following the backlash over his comments, Sidebottom later
for racism in any walk of life, and hopefully now we can move posted an apology on Twitter, saying: “I’m truly sorry for any
forward; sort things out; do
offence caused earlier by my words on @skysthe right thing, and get Yorkportsnews @SkyCricket. We should never forshire firing on all cylinders.
get; we must learn. I never meant to say forget.
But it’s been a tough couple of
My choice of words [was] wrong, and an honest
months… for Yorkshire, and
mistake.”
everyone involved at the club.”
He added, “Here’s what I meant: I disagree
Sidebottom played for Yorkwholeheartedly with discrimination, and fully
shire in two spells between 1997
support all investigations and actions surroundand 2017, and was a three-times
ing any racial abuse at Yorkshire CCC.”
County Championship winner
The Sidebottom furore is another setback
in 2001, 2014, and in 2015.
to Yorkshire’s hopes of a swift resolution to the
When questioned on whethscandal that has wrecked the club’s reputation,
er he had heard any racist lanseen withdrawal of major sponsors, and the
guage during his time at YorkECB stripping Headingley of the right to host
shire, which overlapped with
major matches.
Rafiq
Ryan Sidebottom
Rafiq’s spell between 2008 and
With the ECB’s investigation into Yorkshire’s
2017, Sidebottom side-stepped, saying: “Not necessarily. For me handling of Rafiq’s allegations still ongoing, the club has received
personally, I just got on with my cricket, and all players.”
a spring deadline to “clearly demonstrate that it can meet the
In a response last week to Sidebottom’s Sky Sports’ comments, standards expected” to host its two scheduled internationals this
Rafiq posted the video of his interview on Twitter, alongside the year, a Test against New Zealand starting June 23, and a subsecomment: “Let’s definitely not just ‘Forget it’. Learn from it and quent ODI against South Africa in July.

Lord Patel ‘confident’ Yorkshire cricket ban will be lifted

Y

orkshire chairman Lord Patel said last week he remains Zealand on June 23, and their third ODI against South Africa
“very confident” the club’s ban by the England and on July 24.
Wales Cricket Board from hosting England games at
Lord Patel said there was “no other option” than to be “more
Headingly will be lifted by this summer, the British Broadcasting than hopeful”, and be “very confident” that Headingley would
Corporation reported last week. If the ban is not lifted, then it regain the right to host those games.
would be a “huge financial crisis” for Yorkshire, he said.
He said if they failed to overturn the suspension, then “hunHeadingley lost its international status last November over dreds of thousands of people who love cricket” would be “dethe club’s handling of racism allegations made by former player prived” of the chance to watch England.
Azeem Rafiq.
Also, he noted, “There is no question it would be a huge fiSince then, Rafiq has said the ban should be lifted due to the nancial crisis.”
progress being made under Lord Patel’s stewardship.
An ECB investigation into allegations made by Rafiq and oth“Regaining international staers, and Yorkshire’s handling of
tus is absolutely crucial,” Lord
the case, is ongoing. However, a
Patel told the BBC last week.
decision on this summer’s maHe added, “Everything rests
jor matches will be made before
on it in terms of our future.”
the investigation is concluded
Lord Patel took over as chairin order to aid logistics, and
man in November after Roger
give clarity to ticket-holders.
Hutton resigned following wideLord Patel said he was
spread criticism of Yorkshire’s
“heartened” to see Rafiq call for
handling of Rafiq’s allegations of
the ban to be lifted, and that the
institutional racism at the club.
former player was “very clear”
Rafiq told a Digital, Culture,
about the changes he wanted to
Media and Sport select comsee.
mittee that racist language was
He also indicated he was
“constantly” used during his
“physically tired” but “really entime at Yorkshire, and that Engergised” since he did not believe
English spectators enjoying cricket at Headingly
lish cricket was “institutionally
the club would have “come so
racist”.
far” in his two months as chairman.
As the BBC reported last week, Lord Patel said his main focus,
“We’ve had incredible change. I’ve taken the club, turned it
besides dealing with issues raised by Rafiq, was “making sure in- upside down, and given it a good shake – there’s been no stone
ternational matches are returned here as soon as possible”.
left unturned,” he said.
The ECB has asked Yorkshire to meet certain conditions by
Last month 16 members of staff were sacked, including its
early spring this year.
director of cricket Martyn Moxon, and first-team coach An“Myself and a number of people here are working 24/7 to drew Gale. Former Yorkshire and England pace bowler Darmeet the criteria we’ve been set, and I’m very confident we will ren Gough was appointed director of cricket until the end of
meet it, and I hope way beyond that as well,” Lord Patel said.
the 2022 season. Former England bowlers Ryan Sidebottom and
Additionally, “It was right for the ECB to sanction us, and we Steve Harmison joined the coaching staff on an interim basis.
need to prove to everybody that we’re delivering; we’re changing;
Lord Patel said it was “very difficult on a human level” to
and we will get there.”
have such a big overhaul of staff. However, he “fundamentally
Headingley was due to host England’s third Test against New believes it was the right decision”.

Lord Patel
“We needed to move forward, and create a culture that was
open, that was transparent, that people could come forward and
feel comfortable in,” he said.
Commenting on Sidebottom’s statement to Sky Sports that
Yorkshire should “try and forget about” the racism scandal, Lord
Patel said there are going to be “mis-steps on the way; this is not
going to be perfect”.
He added, “But the fact [that Sidebottom] apologised, he understood, he learned, he spoke to Azeem – that is what is important now; it’s got to be a learning environment and culture.”
He also noted that, “Azeem Rafiqs only come once in a lifetime, and we have to use that once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
really make a difference.”

Sir Clive receives knighthood for services to cricket

W
A tap on the shoulder from Prince William and Sir
Clive is made a Knight Bachelor during an investiture
ceremony at Windsor Castle last week

22

est Indies skipper Sir Clive Lloyd received a knighthood from Duke of Cambridge Prince William at
Windsor Castle in Britain last week, the honour bestowed for services to the game of cricket, AP reported.
Sir Clive is an eminent international personality, and is well
known for his leadership of the West Indies to victory over Australia at Lords in the final of the inaugural Cricket World Cup
tournament in 1975. Following this victory, in 1979 he again led
West Indies to the world title when they beat England.
Sir Clive played in 110 Tests and 87 One-Day Internationals, and remains one of the game’s most successful captains. His
captaincy is among the most productive in the world, with a run
of 27 Test matches undefeated, a feat that included 11 consecutive wins.
He was also a former West Indies team manager and selector,

and ICC Match Referee. In 2009 he was inducted into the ICC
Cricket Hall of Fame.
Following his knighthood, Cricket West Indies president
Ricky Skerritt congratulated Sir Clive on his accomplishment.
“I want to offer heartiest congratulations to Sir Clive on this
tremendous honour. Sir Clive holds a special place in cricket
history, as the first man to lift the Cricket World Cup, which
brought tremendous pride and joy to West Indians all over the
world. That victory at Lords was a hugely significant moment
in West Indies cricket when we demonstrated we were the best
team in the world, with the unifying style of Sir Clive’s leadership standing out.”
He added, “Sir Clive has made a massive contribution to the
growth of the game in the West Indies and globally, and cricket
fans everywhere should welcome this most fitting accolade.”
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Haynes, Sarwan make CWI top selectors’ pick

C

ricket West Indies announced earlier this month the
appointment of batting legend Desmond Haynes as its
new men’s chairman of selectors, and Ramnaresh Sarwan as the last West Indies men’s selector, the Caribbean Media
Corporation reported last week.
Haynes’ tenure will be a two-and-a-half year contract in the
wake of CWI overhauling its selection system following last October’s Twenty20 World Cup fiasco.
Sarwan joins lead selector
Haynes, and head coach Phil
Simmons in a new-look panel,
and will also serve for the next
two-and-a-half years.
Haynes played 116 Test
matches and 238 ODIs for the
West Indies between 1978 and
1994. He scored Test 7,487
runs, including 18 centuries,
and 8,648 runs in ODIs, including 17 centuries. He captained the West Indies in four
Test matches, and was a member of the West Indies team
Desmond Haynes
that won the ICC men’s ODI
Cricket World Cup in 1979. He was inducted into the ICC Hall
of Fame in June 2021.
He has also served as a batting consultant to the West Indies
men’s squad, and replaces Roger Harper, who was sacked in December. CWI did not renew Harper’s contract. Similarly, it did
not renew the contract for Miles Bascombe, who worked alongside Harper as a selector.
Following his appointment, Haynes announced via a CWI
media release, “I would like to thank [President Ricky Skerritt]
and the CWI board of directors for giving me the opportunity to
serve West Indies cricket once again. Being a selector is a thankless task, but a critical role in our cricket system, and I am honoured to be appointed.”
He added, “I have always indicated that I would assist West
Indies cricket in any way possible, and I see this as an opportunity to do just that. I pledge to carry out my duties in a fair and
professional manner.”
Haynes will lead the West Indies men’s selection panel until
June 30, 2024, a period that includes four International Cricket
Council global events: two T20 World Cups (2022 & 2024), the
Cricket 50-over World Cup (2023), and the World Test Champi-

onship Final (2023).
In a CWI release, Skerritt said he was elated that Haynes is
again involved in West Indies cricket.
“I am delighted to confirm that the most Honourable Dr Desmond Haynes has agreed to rejoin the CWI cricket system as the
lead selector. His cricket knowledge and experience are second
to none, and I am confident that Desmond is the right man for
the right job, at the right time.”
He added, “On behalf of our
board of directors and all stakeholders, I wish Desmond every
success as he commences his
important lead role... .”
Sarwan’s appointment was
made in the wake of the nonrenewal of Bascombe’s contract.
Sarwan has worn the cap
as West Indies captain, and
played 87 Tests and 181 OneDay Internationals between
2000-2013. He will also serve
on the youth selection panel,
Ramnaresh Sarwan
currently chaired by Haynes,
and which includes Under-19s head coach Floyd Reifer.
Said Sarwan following the appointment, “I want to thank
CWI and everyone involved for giving me this opportunity to
again serve West Indies cricket as a member of the selection panels. I’m passionate about the game of cricket, and especially West
Indies cricket and once asked to contribute, I didn’t hesitate.”
He added, “I look forward to working with my colleagues, the
Most Honourable Dr Desmond Haynes and Robert Haynes, and
the two head coaches, as well as everyone else involved in the
development of this sport we love and respect so much.”
His contract will see him serve on both panels through to
June 2024, and will include his input in choosing squads for this
year’s Twenty20 World Cup in Australia, and next year’s 50-over
World Cup in India.
Skerritt was also elated over the Sarwan move, saying, “I am
delighted to confirm that Ramnaresh Sarwan has agreed to accept the post of selector on CWI’s Men’s Senior and Youth Panels. He is a student of the game, and knows what is required of
our young cricketers in order to achieve international success.
The Board of Directors are confident that Sarwan will add enormous value to the cricket system.”

Afy Fletcher back in the game after maternity leave

V

eteran leg-spinner Afy Fletcher is back in professional tainly give them the experience and match time needed to decricket following her year-long maternity leave, ES- velop and grow their individual talents.”
PNcricinfo reported last week. She has been named in
West Indies arrived in South Africa earlier this week, and are
the 18-member squad for the four-match ODI series in South now in a training camp, with a warm-up match to be played on
January 25.
Africa that takes place later this month.
The four-match ODI series starts on JanuFletcher last played for West Indies in a
ary 28, with all the games played at Wanderers
T20I against England in September 2020.
With Qiana Joseph ruled out injured, Fletcher
Stadium in Johannesburg. The series was recently rescheduled, and will feature the Januwill play a key role alongside Anisa Mohamary 25 warm-up match against a South Africa
med in the spin department.
XI, followed by two day matches and two day/
Three uncapped players, left-arm spinner
night matches under lights, against South AfKaysia Schultz, batter Mandy Mangru, and
rica Women, from January 28 to February 6.
right-arm seamer Jannillea Glasgow, were inWest Indies Women were previously schedcluded in the tour. All three were part of West
Indies Women’s A side that played against Pakuled to play three T20 Internationals and five
ODIs against South African Women from Janistan Women A last July.
uary 15 to February 6.
“The return of the experienced Afy Fletcher
Squad: Stafanie Taylor (captain), Anisa
brings added variety to the bowling, particuAfy Fletcher
Mohammed (vice-captain), Aaliyah Alleyne,
larly with the absence of Qiana Joseph who
has been ruled out due to injury,” said Ann Browne-John, the Shemaine Campbelle, Shamilia Connell, Deandra Dottin, Afy
Fletcher, Cherry Ann Fraser, Jannillea Glasgow, Chinelle Henry,
women’s lead selector.
She added, “In our drive to continue the expansion of our Kycia Knight, Mandy Mangru, Hayley Matthews, Chedean Naplayer pool, the panel has included three young, uncapped play- tion, Karishma Ramharack, Kaysia Schultz, Shakera Selman,
ers. Exposure to international cricket at this time will most cer- and Rashada Williams.

Now Virat Kohli steps down as captain of Indian Test team

V

irat Kohli stepped down as captain of India’s Test team
with immediate effect on January 15, a day after the
2-1 Test series loss to South Africa, ESPNcricinfo and
Cricbuzz have reported.
His sudden move followed an ongoing saga between him
and the Board of Control for Cricket in India, where he recently
stepped down as India’s T20I skipper, and was subsequently removed as the ODI captain ahead of the South Africa tour.
Kohli revealed his decision to step down as Test captain via
Twitter: “It’s been seven years of hard work, toil and relentless
perseverance everyday to take the team in the right direction.
I’ve done the job with absolute honesty, and left nothing out
there,” he said.
He added, “Everything has to come to a halt at some stage,
and for me as Test Captain of India, it’s now. There have been

23

many ups, and also some downs along the journey, but never has
there been a lack of effort or lack of belief. I have always believed
in giving my 120 percent in everything I do, and if I can’t do that,
I know it’s not the right thing to do. I have absolute clarity in my
heart, and I cannot be dishonest to my team.”
Kohli also thanked the BCCI for the opportunity to lead the
Indian team, and “more importantly… all the teammates who
bought into the vision I had for the team from day one, and never gave up in any situation”, adding, “You guys have made this
journey so memorable and beautiful.”
Kohli also thanked M.S. Dhoni, saying the former captain
“believed in me as a captain, and found me to be an able individual who could take Indian Cricket forward”.
Dhoni announced his retirement in 2015, paving the way for
Kohli’s leadership.

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Friday January 21, 2022
India tour of South Africa, 2021-2022: SA vs
India, 2nd ODI, Boland Park, Paarl, 10:30
Afghanistan vs Netherlands in Qatar, 2022:
Afghanistan vs Netherlands, 1st ODI, West End
Park International Stadium, Doha, 10:00 AM
Zimbabwe tour of Sri Lanka, 2022: Sri Lanka
vs Zimbabwe, 3rd ODI, Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium, Pallekele, 02:30 PM
Sunday January 23, 2022
SA vs India, 3rd ODI, Newlands, Cape Town,
10:30 AM
Afghanistan vs Netherlands, 2nd ODI, West End
Park International Stadium, Doha, 10:00 AM
England tour of West Indies, 2022: WI
vs England, 1st T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
Monday January 24, 2022
WI vs England, 2nd T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
WI vs England, 2nd T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
Tuesday January 25, 2022
Afghanistan vs Netherlands, 3rd ODI, West End
Park International Stadium, Doha, 10:00 AM
Thursday January 27, 2022
WI vs England, 3rd T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados,
06:00 PM
Sunday January 30, 2022
Australia vs New Zealand, 1st ODI, Perth
Stadium, Perth, 11:40 AM
WI vs England, 4th T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
Monday January 31, 2022
WI vs England, 5th T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
WI vs England, 5th T20I, Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados, 06:00 PM
Wednesday February 02, 2022
Australia vs New Zealand, 2nd ODI, Bellerive
Oval, Hobart, 02:10 PM
Saturday February 05, 2022
Australia vs New Zealand, 3rd ODI, Sydney
Cricket Ground, Sydney, 02:10 PM
Sunday February 06, 2022
West Indies tour of India, 2022: India vs WI,
1st ODI, Narendra Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad,
01:00 PM
Tuesday February 08, 2022
Australia vs New Zealand, Only T20I, Manuka
Oval, Canberra, 07:10 PM
Wednesday February 09, 2022
India vs WI, 2nd ODI, Sawai Mansingh Stadium,
Jaipur, 01:00 PM
Friday February 11, 2022
Australia vs Sri Lanka, 1st T20I, Sydney Cricket
Ground, Sydney, 07:00 PM
Saturday February 12, 2022
India vs WI , 3rd ODI, Eden Gardens, Kolkata,
01:00 PM
Sunday February 13, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Australia, 2022: Australia vs
SL, 2nd T20I, The Gabba, Brisbane, 06:10 PM
Tuesday February 15, 2022
Australia vs SL, 3rd T20I, Carrara Oval,
Queensland, 06:10 PM
India vs WI, 1st T20I, Barabati Stadium, Cuttack,
07:00 PM
Thursday February 17, 2022
New Zealand vs SA, 1st Test, Day 1, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!
Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
Artwalk Condos is a new
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

$600s*

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!
A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

