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Trinidad Guardian photo

INSURANCE

Nationals took to T&T’s streets last week in protest following the
kidnap and murder of 22-year-old Andrea Bharrat

T&T needs ‘recalibration’

www.omesh.com

Port-of-Spain – While noting
Trinidad and Tobago’s moral compass needed to be “recalibrated”, at the
same time the protests against violence
towards women was not an indication
of social revolution, Senior Lecturer in
History at the University of the West
Indies, Jerome Teelucksingh, told the
Trinidad Guardian last week.
Teelucksingh has done extensive
research into societal unrest and trade
unionism in Trinidad and Tobago.

He said the public outcry following the tragic and brutal murder of
Magistrates court clerk Andrea Bharatt
was not unique. It was a social outburst
compounded by the failure of State
institutions, cancellation of Carnival
2021, and the socio-economic pressures
bearing down on nationals, he said.
He added that similar brutal and
violent actions in the past have also
generated waves of anger and remorse,
See Page 18: Many national

Nazhat Shameem Khan

Ambassador Khan
heads the UNHRC
By Treb Narahcmar
Geneva - Judge Nazhat
Shameem Khan has just been
honoured with the Presidency of
the UN Human Rights Council
for 2021. She is the descendant
of Indentured Indian immigrants to Fiji. This is a signal
honour for Indentured Indians
the world over, including in Fiji,
Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad
and Tobago. She has been Fiji’s
Ambassador to the UN Office in
Geneva for the past seven years.
Indentured Indian immigrants underwent numerous
human rights abuses during their
journeys to their new countries,
as well as after arriving in those
countries.
The Indians of Fiji, Guyana,
Suriname, and Trinidad and
Tobago have all suffered abuses,
and continue to experience insecurities. It is, therefore, cause for
some satisfaction that this daughter descended from Indentured
immigrants now leads the world’s
premier Human Rights Council.
The role of the UN Human
Rights Council is to act for the
promotion and protection of
human rights world-wide. It pre-

See Page 09: Ambassador
Guyana’s Ambassador to China, An Yin Choo (left), with Joe Jaglall
uyana’s Consul General to Toronto, An Yin Choo, has been confirmed
as this nation’s new Ambassador to China. She has been at the Consulate
General in Toronto since February 2018. Choo previously served as
the First Secretary of the Guyana Embassy in Beijing, and has held several top
positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including the positions of Director
of Foreign Trade, Head of the Diaspora Unit, and Director of International
Cooperation. In the photo above, sharing a selfie moment with Ambassador Choo
is Joe Jaglall, a recent recipient of the Volunteerism & Community Service award
here in Toronto. During its 50th Republic Anniversary celebrations in December
last year, the government of Guyana recognised Jaglall for his selfless contribution
of time, energy, and talent to various communities here in the GTA.
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Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.
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Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
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1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House matching services
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3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
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$980,000

$839,500

A Man’s Ambition - A Woman’s Dream!

Be The First Lady

Unique, Not Unusual. Home located on a quiet
court in Mississauga. Features 4 bdrms with 3 full
wshrms on the upper flr, main flr with a large fam
rm, gas frpl, open concept lvng & dng rm, large
eat-in ktch & a full bsmt. Great for a lge family.

Home with basement apt. This impressive home
features 3 bdrms on the upper flr. Master bedroom
has a full ensuite & walk-in closet. Main floor has a
fam rm with gas fireplace, private dining area & a
living room. Basement is finished with 2 bedrooms,
kitchen & separate entrance. See for yourself.

$786,500
L(o)(o)k At This Value
Cheerful setting for a happy family. Impressively
clean and updated home. Features 3 bedrooms,
4 washrooms, double car garage, and an
unspoilt basement. Recently updated with quartz
countertops, gas fireplace, and laminate floors.
Don’t miss this one!

$729,900

Eye Appeal! Purse appeal!

Excellent value. Here is a 4-bdrm home with a
built-in garage. The main floor offers an open
concept setting, hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen
with a sunroom, master bdrm with 2 closets & an
ensuite bath with privilege. Lower level features a
fam rm with a wood burning fpl. Just got this one!

$739,500
Are You Satisfied!
Very important proposition. This unique home has
a lot to offer. Approx. 3,000 sq ft of finished space.
Enjoy 3 bdrms, a great rm, master with full ensuite,
s-way stone fireplace & plenty of counterspace. Updated with hardwood, fresh paint & ceramics. For
new adventure, see & own this dandy home.

$722,300

Invest in Happiness!

And much, much more. Features included 3 spacious bedrooms, 3 washrooms, master bedroom
with a full ensuite, quartz counters, and a separate
entrance to an unspoilt basement. This home is
newly built.

$469,900

$449,900
X-Large Condo

Super Sharp Condo

Spacious condo with 2 large bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, open balcony and
laundry facilities. This corner suite is bright, clean
and updated. Great investment.

For the smart buyer. Features 2 bedrooms, open
balcony, laminate floors and LED pot lights. Prime
location near public transit, malls, schools, and
shopping. Explore the possibilities.
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DENTISTRY

Temporary immigration policy aids foreign students

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

A

ttention all post-graduate work permit holders: you
To off-set these setbacks, as of January 27, 2021, international
can now extend your stay in Canada. The Canadian students in Canada have the opportunity to apply for an open
government is committed to supporting international work permit that will be valid for 18-months. Applications
students through the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic.
supported by the temporary public policy can be submitted
On January 8, 2021, Canada’s Minister of Immigration, until July 27, 2021. To be eligible for the open work permit,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada, the Honourable Marco international students must submit clear evidence that they
Mendicino, announced a temhave a PGWP that expired on
Catherine Sas, QC has over 30 years of
porary policy to help former
or after January 30, 2020; or
legal experience. She provides a full range
international students remain
have a PGWP that will expire
of immigration services, and is a leading
in Canada to live, work, and
in fourmonths or less from the
immigration practitioner (Lexpert, Who’s
continue to integrate into
date they apply.
Who Legal, Best Lawyers in Canada).
Canadian society.
They also have to be physiGo to canadian-visa-lawyer.com or email
Under the new temporary
cally present in Canada; and
catherine@sasanding.com.
policy, international students
have valid temporary status, or
currently in Canada with an expired PGWP, or a PGWP that is be applying to restore their status. Also, they must have a valid
about to expire, can apply for a one-time 18-month open work passport of 18 months or more to benefit fully from the policy.
permit.
The guidelines say that if your passport is only valid for a lesser
International students are a vital component of Canada's amount, then that is all you get.
economic future, as they contribute over $21 billion annually
This temporary policy allows PGWP holders to enter the
to the Canadian economy, as well as provide greatly needed Canadian labour market with considerable flexibility, as the new
skilled workers. IRCC estimates that over “52,000 graduates work permit is an open work permit. The additional 18 months
with expired or expiring PGWP's could benefit from the new of Canadian work experience is designed to allow PGWP holdpublic policy”.
ers further time to gain transferable skills in Canada, as well
For many international students in Canada, a PGWP is as strengthen their language proficiency in order to qualify for
the means to obtaining Canadian permanent resident status. permanent residence in Canada.
PGWP’s are a one-time opportunity for international students
The Covid-19 pandemic has presented many international
to remain in Canada and work full-time for up to three years students with challenges and uncertainty surrounding their
after graduating.
immigration status in Canada. The introduction of this temThe new policy recognises and addresses challenges that porary policy confirms IRCC’s recognition of the vital role
PGWP holders had to face due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Many international students play in Canada’s economy, and it provides
recent graduates have been disadvantaged due to an unstable international students with a further opportunity to build a
labour market: they have either lost their jobs, seen reduced future in Canada as permanent residents. Eligible applicants
hours, or have been unable to find employment at all. Without must develop an immigration strategy, understand the process,
stable full-time employment, many international students will and make timely applications to extend their stay in Canada
not be able to qualify for Canadian permanent residence.
before it is too late.
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2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
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416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
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SmileVille Dental
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Foreign workers’ visa backlog hits employers

By Fabian Dawson
at the port of entry.
esley Richards stares grimly at the gleaming trucks
CERC is also suggesting the creation of a ‘Trusted Employer
and trailers lying idle at his transportation com- Program’ to ensure employers receive efficient processing.
pany’s yard in Delta, BC.
Many Canadian employers are prepared to pay a premium to
“I have been waiting for more than a year… in one case since get faster access to skilled immigrant workers because the proJanuary 2019, to get my foreign drivers processed at the High cessing time for temporary foreign workers is currently about
Commission in New Delhi. I have 14 applications that have been four months, stated CERC.
approved for work permits and 14 drivers have submitted their
“When asked if they would be willing to pay an additionvisa applications…and I can’t get
al fee for expedited processing of
any response about the delays,”
applications, ranging between ten
Richards told New Canadian
and 25 percent above current proMedia. He is a BC-based truckcessing fees… to cover additional
ing company Human Resources
governments costs …89 percent of
manager.
respondents answered favourably,”
Richards’ company has been
reported CERC.
vetted by Employment and Social
Richards said a ‘Trusted
Development Canada to hire forEmployer’ program would go a long
eign long-haul truck drivers, and
way to alleviate the critical labour
he is not alone. He is the face
shortage in the trucking industry.
of hundreds of employers across
According to research by
the country, waiting for foreign
Trucking HR Canada and the
workers whose visa applications
Conference Board of Canada,
are stuck in a growing backlog Wesley Richards with one of his foreign drivers vacancies in the industry is projectat Canada’s foreign missions, says a think tank specialising in ed to surpass 25,000 positions within the next three to five years.
labour mobility.
“The acute shortage of truck drivers in Canada is felt beyond
“Unless addressed, increasing processing times are likely to the trucking industry”, confirmed Kristelle Audet, Principal
have a negative impact on our business operations within the Economist, The Conference Board of Canada.
next year,” said the Canadian Employee Relocation Council,
Additionally, “Trucking is a lifeline for key industries such as
after surveying a broad cross-section of the industry that relies forestry, agriculture, auto manufacturing, construction, as well
on access to international skills and talent.
as wholesale and retail.”
“In 83 percent of organisations, cancelled or delayed projSaid the report, “The driver shortage has directly led to
ects are the most common consequence of the delays,” it said delayed planned expansions by trucking operators, and resulted
in a report entitled ‘The Impact of Processing Delays of Work in lost sales in the... industry by an estimated 4.7 percent in
Permits and Immigration Visas on Canadian Employers.’
2018, equivalent to roughly $3.1 billion in lost revenues…
Almost two-thirds of the survey participants employed over Without meaningful action, vacancies are expected to soar to
2,000 workers, and one-third employ over 10,000 workers.
25,000 by 2023, an increase of over 25 percent from 2019.”
Most expect the delays to result in lost revenues.
One key issue faced by trucking companies looking to get
“The current processing times are absolutely ridiculous,” foreign workers is caused by visa officers duplicating Labour
read the report, quoting a survey participant. The impact is Market Impact Assessment process, said Richards. A LMIA is
extremely serious, we have gained new contracts during the a document issued by Employment and Social Development
summer, and we are not able to staff and deliver on some of our Canada that an employer in Canada may need to get before hircommitments, the need in talent is equivalent to before the start ing a foreign worker.
of the Covid-19 pandemic,” said another.
A positive LMIA will show that there is a need for a foreign
A few CERC recommendations are that Immigration Canada worker to fill the job. It will also show that no Canadian worker
resume normal staffing levels, as there was a substantial number or permanent resident is available to do the job.
of employees who were unable to work during the summer of
This foundational document is issued after an exhaustive
2020. That it provide greater transparency in the triaging of files examination of the employers’ financial records, history in the
and criteria used for faster processing to reduce unpredictability business, insurance papers, employee records, and so on. But
in the system, and frustration among applicants and employers, visa processing officers, apparently are not satisfied with the
and for steps to be taken to waive the biometrics in countries work of their colleagues at ESDC, and are asking applicants to
where Visa Application Centres are closed, or collect biometrics provide all the same records to them, said Richards.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
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Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
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The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com
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Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIALS & VIEWS

Editorials

Tipping point, T&T

T

he brutal murder of Andrea Bharatt earlier this
month in Trinidad and Tobago appears to have
been a tipping point, the heinous crime that
ended her young life so pivotal it galvanised tens of thousands of nationals, the majority being women, to take to
the streets for protest marches and nightly vigils.
Bharatt’s untimely passing was not an isolated murder.
Her killing was yet another in a pattern of atrocities that
continues to indicate Trinidad and Tobago is in a downward spiral; that it is deep in the well of societal decay.
The statistics indicative of such societal decay are quite
distressing. For a nation with a population of around 1.3
million, the numbers show between 2010-2021 that close
to 5,000 persons were killed; also, there were two years
when the annual total of murders saw over 500 dead.
As a comparison to New York City, which has a population of about 8.5 million, there were 289 murders in 2018;
318 in 2019, and 447 killed in 2020.
It is also apparent that Trinidad and Tobago’s downward
spiral is notable in upticks in abuse and violence against
women. More and more it appears this nation must awaken to the sober realisation that it is facing an epidemic of
violations that continue to harm women. The scourge of
domestic violence is quite compelling: there were 986 reports in 2019; also, between 2000-2019, there were 6,047
reported cases of rape.
Bharrat’s murder earlier this month, along with the
ripples from the connective, historical sequencing of other
recent and brutal killings, was the tipping point for women
to angrily take to the streets with demands for protection.
Unfortunately, Trinidad and Tobago’s present PNM
government always appears to be reactive. The call by Kamla Persad-Bissessar for a summit of leaders is a start to
healing this wounded nation, and it should be heeded.

Balram Singh Rai

B

aytoram Ramharack’s call is poignant and principled; it is an appeal to the Government of the
Republic of Guyana to correct an egregious and
historical omission, notably, the ongoing denial of a parliamentary pension to former legislator, Balram Singh Rai.
Rai served as a legislator in Guyana’s parliament from
1957 to 1964, as Minister of Community Development
and Education (1959-1961), and as Minister of Home Affairs (1961-1962), in successive People’s Progressive Party
administrations. He also played an historical role in the
1960 Constitutional Conference, which took place in London, England.
As Ramharack points out, for his commitment and
duty to Guyana, Rai’s eminence is such that he retains
iconic status in the homeland today. He was an attorney,
and a devout member of the Arya Samaj Hindu faith. Also,
as the august Clem Seecharan has noted, after Dr Cheddi
Jagan, “Rai was certainly the most popular Indian leader
in the colony”.
Ramharack argues persuasively that, among other provisions, Guyana’s Pensions (President, Parliamentary and
Special Offices) Act, Chapter 27:03, which was enacted in
January 1970, provides for a pension to legislators who
served in 1953 or afterwards; it means, convincingly and
unequivocally, that Rai qualifies for the life-long benefit,
since he served as a legislator from 1957 to 1964.
Yet today he remains the only Guyanese minister being
denied a well-deserved parliamentary pension. Ramharack’s call has since been taken up in Guyana, and in our diaspora, by other eminent personages, among them Swami
Aksharananda; Ravi Dev; Tarron Khemraj; Yesu Persaud;
Lalita Mahabir; Vishnu Bisram; and our very own Dhanpaul Narine, and Dhaman Kissoon.
On February 8, Rai celebrated his 100th birth anniversary at the hospice where he now resides in England.
A kind gesture by President Irfaan Ali and his PPP/Civic
government to address this historical omission, and release pension funds to this highly regarded and respectable son of Guyana, would be appropriate and just.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD

Views expressed are not necessarily those of this publication.
Letters to be published will be edited where necessary.
Publisher: Harry Ramkhelawan
Editor: Romeo Kaseram
Columnists/Writers: Frank Birbalsingh, Vidur Dindayal, Bernard Heydorn,
Adit Kumar, Dwarka Lakhan, Dhanpaul Narine, Harry Persaud, Arti
Panday, Mohan Ragbeer, William Doyle-Marshall.
Contact Information: Indo Caribbean World Inc.
312 Brownridge Drive, Thornhill, Ontario. L4J 5X1
(905) 738-5005; indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com
Website: www.indocaribbeanworld.com

5

I

Protest in India II

ndia’s farm laws cry out for modernisation; some date back
to Mughal times, the rest British, framed to satisfy invaders’ needs. “… When I took over my farm from my father
for the first time and came to know about these restrictions I was
shocked. Any party opposing this bill should never call themselves
protector of farmers.”
The current protest in Delhi is atavistic, seeking to halt reform, promised by the Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020; Farmers
Produce, Trade and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act, 2020; and The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act 2020. It took a dangerous turn on January
26, with the storming of the Red Fort by men riding tractors,
claiming to be small farmers (plot size of less than two hectares, 80 percent of India’s farms), who would be destroyed by
the new Acts, if the government stops buying their grain at the
Minimum Support Price, and if corporations took over their
land for debts contracted to buy seed and fertiliser, and pay for
use of tractors, and other machinery. The protesters in Delhi
were not small farmers; small farmers do not own tractors. They
looked more like Babar Khalsa International and Sikh Youth
Federation militants, both active in North America.
Vandana Shiva, an internationally-known organic farmer,
scientist, and author, advised, “Govt can safeguard against this
and protect small farmers, embargoing take-overs for debts, guaranteeing prices for them; supplying seeds (or encouraging them to
save seeds); banning expensive, thirsty, and chemical-dependent
GM seeds.”
The main groups affected are Sikhs in Punjab and Haryana;
although poorly informed of the thrust of the Bill, they reflexively opposed it: they like the existing situation, a creature of
the 1970s food shortages, which forced Indira Gandhi (Indian
National Congress) to adopt measures that led to rice farming in areas that traditionally grew wheat and barley. The key
measure was a guaranteed price (MSP) and market for all grain,
through middlemen. Thus assured, farmers in Punjab and
Haryana ploughed ahead with the technology of that time, and
produced enough grain to achieve the Green Revolution, which
went global. It made them rich. The law forced the government
to buy surpluses, which soon overflowed the granaries. In June
2020, the government spent $27B [$=USD] on excess storage,
$3B on guaranteed purchases, plus $30M for payment of taxes,
commissions, and other State fees.

Under the INC, the country bled foreign exchange, which
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh wanted to stop. But the INC
was afraid to lose votes in Punjab, which it controlled, while
the Bharatiya Janata Party held power elsewhere, including
Haryana, thus no greater harm could be done there, nor in
the many other States, where the current laws,
so helpful to Punjab and Haryana, actually curb
Mohan
farmers’ progress and self-sufficiency (see quote
Ragbeer at start). The INC thus neglected to end the laws,
even though it wanted some farmers to switch
to the crops the country was importing, (“corn,
gram, pulses, copra, barley, moong, urad, safflower, cotton,
jute, soybean, sesamum, groundnuts, jowar, millet, ragi, tur/
arhar, nigerseed, rapeseed, masur”). Prudent farmers would
have switched anyway, with less generous guarantees, State support, and a ready market. One example: edible oil imports cost
India $10B annually. This huge sum could go instead to Indian
farmers, plus the government gains from restoring duties on
foreign oil.
Haryana is relatively dry, and traditionally grew wheat and
barley, not thirsty rice; it pays incentives to switch crops. The
reform laws promote policies to buffer against the vagaries of
climate and rainfall in unirrigated regions during transition. But
Sikhs want no change, no competition, but continued subsidies,
exactly what Canada opposes, yet criticised the Bill!
It is obvious that the two sides must discuss this in a sober
environment, not in hectic, polarised city streets, infected with
agitators, and extraneous political agents, national and international, most reflexively anti-BJP; they fly the Hinduphobia
flag, which motivates them; they skirt the real economic and
social issues. Anyone with an interest in small farmers of India,
not just in Punjab and Haryana, should look beyond their narrow hatreds, and think of the national interest. Sanjay Gandhi
should be ashamed of his current antagonistic and opportunistic behaviour, which disgraces his grandfather, whose name
he bears. Speaking against this reform trashes the views for
this very type of farm reform once advanced by ex-INC PM
Manmohan Singh, and endorsed in the INC manifesto for the
2019 elections.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in speaking to the Rajya
Sabha last week, clarified points in the law; and invited sober
debate; it would be churlish for the farmers to refuse.
Meanwhile, Modi has responded positively to Justin Trudeau’s
request for help with the Covid-19 vaccine!

Early lessons taught how to speak with care

I

recall in 2016 my response to Hillary Clinton describing
her opponent’s supporters as “deplorables” was bemusement mixed with an accompanying chill. At the time I was
watching her on the hustings, described as ‘stumping’, during
what eventually turned out to be her unsuccessful 2016 US
Presidential bid.
I still remember my response to her frontal,
Romeo
near-slander of tens of millions of her oppoKaseram
nent’s supporters, which was a pencil-thin outline
traced on my lips.
Lines as these that reflect my disagreement
are typically drawn as dashes, broken for horror; or are crosshatched to indicate the quizzical. However, in this instance,
Clinton’s deprecatory swipe was a sharply-chiseled shudder.
Thankfully, I no longer have difficulty explaining what the
pencil-thin lip-lines mean. To my mind, Clinton’s reflexive,
offensive backhand on her opponent’s supporters was a singular,
SMH moment.
For the tiny minority who has never encountered SMH, my
interpretation is it is participial, meaning its action has occurred
and is continuing, which is ‘Shaking My Head’. Of course, the
SMH is accompanied with the lips drawn tight with disapproval.
In the abbreviations that we use today in our rapidly evolving, online language, the impetus is always for faster downloads,
and for empty-caloric, rapid digestion of saccharine bytes of
communication. SMH is among these abbreviations, but is by
far one of the cleaner messages.
However, thankfully, it has less bite than the other acronyms,
a few of them packaging compressed, reductive expletives as its
unnerving payload.
As an aside, a word to the wise: avoid exploring those acronyms that contain the innocuous-looking letter ‘f ’; to unpack
its sometimes unsavoury roles in an acronym means having to
perform a thorough scrubbing of the internal voice afterwards,
employing the mental equivalent of coarse blue soap and a stiffbristle scrubbing brush.
As with most situations in my future life that require my
learned, and in some cases, my early learned-behavioural
responses, I typically turn for guidance to the foundation that
was poured during my youthful days when I was growing up
back home.
Of course, it is no understatement that even while that
foundation was being poured in my early life, my grandmother,
parents, extended family, and throw in a few well-intentioned,

but nosy neighbours as well, were always on hand to give a toofirm, guiding hand.
Of course, there is no forgetting those years of interventions
by my grandmother. Ma was always quite handy, so to speak, in
ensuring that the foundation was not only properly poured, but
that the rough edges, which became more and
more apparent as I hurtled towards my teenage
years, were rapidly and firmly smoothened out.
Understandably, family lore today retains a few
of those occasions when lots of smoothening-out
were done to ensure whatever imperfections that
emerged did not permanently set into my all-round finish.
Ma’s smoothening was unrelenting; at times, reinforced
through examples she set, her mother-hen scratching exaggerated during those sessions when I was being taught to forage for
myself in a hostile world.
“Watch your mouth when you sitting-down inside a taxi,” Ma
cautioned, doing the equivalent of SMH even before it became
a popular acronym. Her tonality and delivery were as dead solemn as priest at a graveside.
Naturally, Ma did not mean one has to inspect the inside of
the mouth for leftover debris from lunch, which is yet another
tale for telling. What she meant was to choose one’s words carefully, particularly when inside temporal, transient locations,
such as in the confines of a taxi back home, where its passengers
are sardine-packed.
That to not be careful with what comes out of the mouth,
that to unthinkingly say something stupid and undiplomatic,
could later ripple negatively beyond the cramped confines, and
outside the wound-up windows, of the hurtling taxi.
“People memory long like long-time,” Ma would declare with
a final, send-off committal.
In my world today, which is distant both in geography, and
decades from where and when I was growing up back home,
to take a cab means entering into a solitary transaction with its
driver. Cabs are bubbles of privacy, and quite removed from the
communal and vibrant public transport of back home.
Yet even as I commute, either in a cab or an Uber, I am cognisant that my grandmother’s shadow cast across the decades is
still capable of doing its SMH of disapproval.
So, wisely, I “watch my mouth”.
Since 2016 I have wondered occasionally what about the
alternate outcomes had Clinton done just that; and of course,
I do my SMH, with the line on my lips jagged and mournful.
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Pension payment to Rai would correct ‘historical omission’
Dear Editor,
the electoral irregularities to then Attorney General Fenton
Balram Singh Rai turned 100 years old on February 8. Rai Ramsahoye evoked the cryptic response: “Comrade, why worry.
was an iconic political figure, dating back to the pre-Indepen- The party works in devious ways.”
dence years. Together with Ashton Chase and Eusi Kwayana, he
Together with another PPP stalwart, Jai Narine Singh, Rai
is one of few political leaders still alive from the 1947 era when later formed the Justice Party, but could not secure enough
he supported the brash young radical Dr Cheddi Jagan in a suc- votes to win a seat in the 1964 elections. During the 1964 eleccessful bid for a seat in the Colonial Legislature.
tions, he warned his supporters that the imposed Proportional
Rai was an Attorney and a devout member of the Arya Representation system would result in the PPP being excluded
Samaj Hindu faith. Clem Seecharan
from government.
recalled how Rai was viewed in his
Rai remained incorruptible,
Berbice village of Palmyra, 12 miles
migrating to the UK in 1970. He
away from Dr Jagan’s birthplace in
rejected Burnham’s entreaties and
Plantation Port Mourant, saying,
lucrative offers, even as some of
“[He] was an icon… brilliant, fearless
the PPP’s brightest Marxist theoretiand confident …a true ‘Kshatriya…
cians, including Ranji Chandisingh,
After [Dr] Jagan, Rai was certainly
accepted Burnham’s carrots.
the most popular Indian leader in
Sultan Mohammed, in a recent
the colony”.
letter (published in Kaieteur
Rai rose to political prominence
News, January 27, 2021), noted
in 1957 after winning a seat to the
that Brindley Benn left the PPP
colonial legislature as a PPP candiin 1968, formed the pro-China
date by defeating Sydney King (Eusi
Working People’s Vanguard Party,
Kwayana) in a close election for the
and became a fierce critic of the
Central Demerara constituency. He
PPP for 20 years. He was welcomed
served as Minister of Education
back into the PPP in 1992 and was
(1959-1961), and later, as Minister
rewarded with the position of High
of Home Affairs (1961-1962).
Commissioner to Canada and a
As a PPP minister, Rai respectnational award.
ed cultural diversity, advocated for
The PPP was, after all, the party
the liberalisation of local governof science, with history on its side.
ment, and promoted “balance” in the
Rai was not a believer in scientific
police force through targeted Indian
socialism, and his Chairmanship of
Balram Singh Rai
recruitment. He played a major role
the PPP, from Dr Jagan’s perspecat the historical 1960 Constitutional Conference in London, tive, would have presumably denied the multi-racial character
where the issue of self-government was discussed (other del- of the party if the top two positions in the party leadership were
egates included Dr Cheddi Jagan, L.F.S. Burnham, W.O.R. held by Indians. Rai was too ethnic for Dr Jagan. Rai’s aspiration
Kendall, Brindley Benn, Jai Narine Singh, Robin Davis, and to become the Party’s Chairman was doomed from the get-go,
Rahman B. Gajraj).
and his historical association with the PPP had to be erased.
During his tenure, dual-control of Christian-run schools was
The Pensions (President, Parliamentary, and Special Offices)
abolished. On February 16, 1962 (“Black Friday”), when British Act, Chapter 27:03, enacted in January 1970, provided for penGuiana was in the throes of anti-budget demonstrations in sion to legislators who were sitting members of the National
Georgetown, led by Burnham and Peter D’ Aguiar, Minister Rai Assembly on or after May 26, 1966. The Act also provided for
oversaw the crisis while every other PPP minister, including the pensions to legislators who had served in 1953, or after, thus
Jagans, went into hiding.
providing for former legislative service to be counted for purRai countermanded an order by the Police Commissioner poses of computing pensions to qualified legislators.
to shoot protestors if warranted. Had this happened, British
Rai served as a legislator from 1957-1964. He remains today
Guiana would have descended further into a state of ethnic the only Guyanese minister who was denied a parliamentary
strife. Rai’s term as Guyana’s first Home Affairs Minister was pension. Despite previous correspondences and conversations
short-lived after Dr Jagan asked Governor Ralph Grey to revoke on this matter with Burnham, Desmond Hoyte, Sir Shridath
his ministerial portfolio in June 1962. This was subsequent Ramphal, Sase Narain, Dr Jagan, Roger Luncheon, among othto Rai, who was Deputy (Vice) Chairman of the PPP, being ers, this issue remains unresolved.
expelled by Dr and Mrs Jagan, because of his refusal to retract
It is not that Rai, now under hospice care in England, seeks
his public statement that the Jagans manipulated the PPP elec- to benefit from his pension, but as Ralph Ramkarran noted
tions for Party Chairman.
(Stabroek News, June 7, 2015) the government’s magnanimity
Rai challenged a popular African Guyanese and former in recognition of the social injustice perpetrated against one of
Minister of Natural Resources, Brindley Benn (father of cur- its own ministers “would go a long way in correcting egregious
rent minister of Home Affairs, Robeson Benn) for the post of historical omissions” like that of Rai’s.
Chairman at the PPP’s Congress in 1962. Rai’s complaints about
Baytoram Ramharack, via email.

Balram Singh Rai

An appeal to Dr Irfaan Ali

Dear Editor,
Below is our appeal to the President of Guyana, Dr
Irfaan Ali.
Dear President Ali:
February 8 marked the 100th birth anniversary of
Mr Balram Singh Rai. As you might be aware, Mr Rai
served the Guyanese people as Minister of Community
Development and Education (1959-1961) and as Minister
of Home Affairs (1961-1962) in successive PPP administrations. Mr Rai played a historical role in the 1960
Constitutional Conference in London where the issue of
self-government was discussed. Yet, almost 60 years after
he resigned from his last ministerial position, Mr Rai
remains the only Guyanese minister who continues to be
denied a parliamentary pension. After all these decades,
the government has not offered an explanation for denying
Mr Rai his pension.
We, the undersigned, request your urgent intervention
in this matter to ensure that this historical social injustice
is corrected.
Baytoram Ramharack; Swami Aksharananda; Ramesh
Gampat; Somdat Mahabir; Ravi Dev; Tarron Khemraj;
Ryhaan Shah; Clem Seecharan; Gitamrit Jogai; Jailall
Kissoon; Yesu Persaud; Lalita Mahabir; Salaudeen
Nausrudeen; Chris Persaud; Banmattie Jean Ram;
Leyland Roopnaraine; Charles Sugrim; Anita Nahar;
Kumar Mahabir; Dhanpaul Narine; Vishnu Bisram;
Errol Mohabir; Vassan Ramracha; Balram Rambrich;
Dhaman Kissoon; Rishi Pooran; Ramnarine Sahadeo;
and, Omesh Sharma.

Questions on ExxonMobil’s gas flaring

Liza Destiny

6

Dear Editor,
ExxonMobil has again started to flare gas
because of a compressor failure. They have
claimed that they had to cut output as a
result, and it is expected that flaring will continue until the unit is repaired and returned
to service.
This begs the following questions: Does
ExxonMobil only have one gas compressor?
Or is it one of many gas compressors that
have failed?
It is inconceivable that ExxonMobil did
not build in redundancy into their system.
They should have had at least one spare compressor installed to be used when a unit is out
for maintenance, or in the event of a failure as
has happened on at least two occasions now.
In an article published in 1999 in the Oil
and Gas Journal, John Mercier stated, interalia: “It is illegal to flare gas in the Gulf of
Mexico, which means there must be some
alternative for handling the large quantities
these fields will produce. An operator can go
one of two ways. He can either reinject the
gas, an expensive process that would most
likely only be profitable on the largest of
fields, or he can pipe it to shore”.
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One would ask why am I quoting an article that is 20 years old? My reason is that, if it
was illegal 20 years ago to flare gas in the Gulf
of Mexico, why did the Guyana government
sign a contract with ExxonMobil giving them
carte blanche to flare gas in Guyana?
This makes no sense, especially given the
fact that Guyana signed the Paris Climate
Agreement on April 22, 2016.
To add insult to injury, ExxonMobil now
says that they can make 50 mmscfd of gas
available to Guyana, and they want us to
finance the cost of the pipeline and the handling of the shipment of gas to shore.
The fact of the matter is that if ExxonMobil
were operating in the US, they would have
been fined for flaring gas, and would have
been forced to pipe the gas to shore at their
cost.
However, in Guyana’s situation, this is a
moot point, because if ExxonMobil were to
construct the gas pipeline and transport the
excess gas to shore, under the terms of their
contract, then they would still be able to pass
on the cost to the Guyana government, and
ultimately the Guyanese people.
Tara Singh, via email.
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Ask Jay...

Where did T&T go wrong?

Dear Editor,
The sad thing about Trinidad and Tobago’s
country-wide protests to voice horror and
anger over the brutal abduction and killing
of Ashanti Riley and Andrea Bharatt is the
fact that nothing can bring
them back. There is pervading
hopelessness in the country, as
though we have lost our way,
and there’s no turning back and
absolutely nobody to turn to
for a solution. Not the fingerpointing politicians, and certainly not our religious leaderscum-pulpit politicians.
I don’t believe a way out of
our crisis can be found without all of us putting aside our
prejudices and perverse politiAndrea
cal logic, and engaging in some
sort of mental soul-searching. We need to
ask ourselves: ‘Where did we go wrong?’, and
answer with brutal honesty regardless of the
guilt and self-conceit our answers might reveal
about us.
I apologise for my pessimism, but this is yet
another nine-day wonder, and soon enough life
will continue as usual until one of us becomes
the next victim. To put it bluntly, we are our
own enemies – slaves to self-conceit.
Partisan politics and racism are too deeply
entrenched in our DNA for us to honestly hold
our leaders accountable. It would be tantamount to empowering the opposition, and in
the religion of politics, that is a mortal sin.
I don’t believe that any politician sincerely
cares about us. All they are interested in is
ensuring that we remain divided along racial
and social lines; to cut to the chase, that's their
trump card to win elections.
As it stands, the gaping cracks in the system are unashamedly exposed – starting with
law enforcement, the judiciary, Parliament,
politics, our public institutions. The question
is, would we use our collective power to come
together, not to superficially hide the cracks
as we have done in the past, but to make our
institutions relevant and reliable? Perhaps not.
Such a notion is easier said than done, but not
entirely impossible.
Let’s contemplate a few facts. Criminals
arrested for the murders of the young women
have long rap sheets spanning many years. This
speaks to the gross inefficiency of the police
and the judiciary. Yet our police authorities and

parliamentarians choose to point fingers rather
than take responsibility.
The Bail Amendment Bill may be necessary
for the fight against crime, but it is not a substitute for sustainable justice – to indict criminals
and lose them in jail based on
hardcore evidence and a court
trial for which there are existing laws. There is absolutely no
excuse for the non-availability
of criminal registries. Why
does it have to take a tragedy
for our leaders to realise what
should have been done? The
simple answer is our leaders
don’t care. Their children are
protected.
Our spiralling-out-of-control crime didn’t happen overBharatt
night. Over the years we aided
in creating the monster. When we vote a government into office and defend their wrongdoings, we empower the monster. When the
‘country club’ people bombarded the courthouse to deny the family of a Black youth
who was allegedly murdered by a white boy
justice, what message did they send to our
Black youths? Yet they audaciously write letters
advocating for betterment.
When we allow politicians and the police
authorities to play the blame game and manipulate facts and statistics so they can pat themselves on the back, we give life to the monster.
There are so many other examples of our
deceitful behaviour, too numerous to mention.
We cannot allow the Ashanti and Andrea
movement to fizzle out. Out of this momentum must come a more powerful movement
for change, which ought to adamantly eschew
politics. In fact, such a movement must adopt
an anti-establishment stance, as our existing
system has failed us miserably. In spite of our
oil and gas wealth, nothing, absolutely nothing,
works well for the ordinary citizens in Trinidad
and Tobago.
To be honest, I don’t believe we can truly
unite to become a formidable force against the
political system, the monster that we ourselves
created. If we could, we, and not the politicians,
would ultimately win.
My thoughts go out to the Riley and Bharatt
families. We all must accept a degree of blame
for our perverse and partisan attitudes which
aided in creating the monster, limb by limb.
R.P. Joseph, via email.

Covid-19 exposes young WI talent

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to the West Indies cricketers in achieving a tremendous milestone in
international cricket. I refer to the three-wicket
win over home team Bangladesh in the first
Test, which was played earlier this month.
Batsmen Nkrumah Bonner, Kyle Mayers,
and Joshua Da Silva must be highly commended for this success. It was one that was long in
coming, and needed very much.
This win is largely due to the courage and
resilience of the batsmen, and very little to do
with the bowlers since they were unable to dismiss the Bangladeshi batsmen a second time.
This win also reveals there are serious issues
to be dealt with in the selection department,
a fact that Covid-19 has revealed. With several players declining to go on the tour due to
Covid-19 concerns, some junior and inexperienced players were given the opportunity to
display their talents.
It was Mayers’ first opportunity at Test level,
and Da Silva only got his Test chance in New
Zealand when the wicketkeeper was injured.
But a question still hangs in the air. How
come Nicholas Pooran was not given the
opportunity to play in this Test series? The
young man is certainly in form. He has shown
this to all the selectors with his performances
in the UAE T10 League. He even led his team
to victory in the final.

Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Ontario’s Most Affordable Cities to Raise a Family

W

ith the pandemic, families are moving away from GTA to smaller communities. This trend will continue as more people can work from home. Many
are leaving their confined space in condos and relocating to detached
homes outside of GTA, that are affordable to raise a family. These out of town
homes are spacious and have generous land size.
Thunder Bay is one of the most economical cities to live in Ontario with an
average house price of $265,000. The population is around 110,000, and the city
is about 328 square kms. The award-winning Lakehead University is a magnet for
students from everywhere. This makes Thunder Bay an ideal investment hot-spot.
This city has a dynamic work force in health care, business and education. According to MoneySense, “In the last five years, real estate prices in this Northern
Ontario city of just over 100,000 have appreciated faster than in any other city in
Canada.”
Greater Sudbury has an average house price of $310,000 with a household income of $80,000. The population here is 165,000. Sudbury is located in northeastern Ontario, and in the vicinity of 390 kms from the GTA. If you are looking for a
place with clean air and fresh water, there are 330 lakes. Employment opportunities
such as mining, tourism, education, health care, research, film, and television are
tremendous. Sudbury has a large Francophone population, which plays a central
role in building and keeping their traditions. The average rent for a three-bedroom
apartment is $1,700. Most of the population is centered around the downtown core,
leaving lots of land space for social distancing.
Windsor is located in southwest Ontario on the bank of the Detroit river. It is
365 kms from the GTA. Countless Canadians worked in Detroit, but live in Windsor
because of the low cost of living. The average house price is $431,000 and property
tax, $3,000. You can rent a three-bedroom apartment for $1,600. The population
here is touching 336,000, and the median household income is $85,000. It is an
ideal spot to raise a family in a mid-size town with all the amenities and crossborder shopping. University of Windsor is well-known, and attracts students globally. Windsor is one of the most diverse cities after Toronto, with over 25 percent
visible minorities.
You can buy a home in Kingston for $480,000. An average 3-bedroom property
rents for $1,600. This city is on the eastern end of Lake Ontario, and is about 267
kms from Toronto. It is a great city to live in, and has one of the lowest unemployment rates. Known as the military city, it caters for about 10,000 military personnel.
The population is around 600,000, so you won’t miss the big city lifestyle. There are
tremendous job opportunities in areas such as transportation, research, manufacturing, tourism, and higher education at the Queens University.
Coburg has a population of around 41,000. It is located about 95 kms east of
Toronto. The average home price here is $561,000. Considering the proximity to Toronto, it is affordable. Cobourg has been in the spotlight by MoneySense Magazine
as, “One of Canada's Best Places to Live”. This town is blessed with an educated
and skilled workforce, a diverse commercial sector, and a helpful hand from the
municipality.
Niagara-on-the-Lake is a lovely town, about 133 square kms with a population
of about 18,000. The median house price is $550,000 and property tax, $3,800. This
town has a large work force of about 60 percent while retirees make up another 23
percent. Niagara-on-the-Lake is a favourite spot for tourism, and is home of one
of Canada’s largest theaters, The Shaw Festival. Real Estate in this town is on the
upswing. The rental market is above average. This is a great town to invest.
It is worth the drive to Orillia. Commuting can be done in an hour and a half, a
distance of 144 kms. The city has a population of 31,000 residents. Home prices in
Orillia are on the increase, and in the past three months shot up by 21 percent to
a new record of $666,000. Orillia is the home of Casino Rama, and is a destination
for tourists.
Real estate in GTA is getting out of reach for many. However, there are many
beautiful towns outside the city that are affordable. With the promise of vaccines,
the pandemic will subside. However, the effects of the pandemic are creating new
tidal waves for real estate. More families are relocating out of town, and soon prices in these towns will swell. Act fast!

Jay Brijpaul

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
Nicholas Pooran
Yet the selectors are saying that Pooran
needs more exposure.
Had it not been for the pandemic, it is certain the selectors would have sent the same old
group of players, and they would be returning
singing the same tune: “We have to do better
next Test”.
If we want different results, then we have to
try new things. The victory in Bangladesh has
exposed this fact. This positive is good for all
regional sports.
W.K.S. Hosein, via email.
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Budget 2021 - Stimulating all key sectors of the economy

A

ppropriately titled, a ‘Path to Recovery, Economic
Dynamism and Resilience’, Guyana’s $383.1 billion
2021 budget takes a comprehensive approach to stimulating all key sectors of the economy, as well as uplifting the
standard of living of the people.
Presented on February 10, the budget is the first full year
budget since the PPP/Civic regained power in August 2020 following five years in the opposition. It integrates initiatives first
announced in the 2020 emergency budget, which was presented
shortly after the government returned to office.
The budget, which contained no new tax increases,
announced several tax-reduction measures that will benefit the
people at large, particularly in relation to the Value Added Tax.
It also announced the implementation of a
wide range of longer-term public investment
projects and initiatives in areas such as energy, transportation, technology, health care,
education, and agriculture, aimed at stimulating growth and modernising the economy.
Evidently, the government is banking
heavily on the contribution of oil to finance
its budget initiatives, which will allow it to push forward with its
development plans without undue financial strain.
The budget was set against a backdrop of a declining nonoil domestic economy, which contracted by an estimated 7.3
percent last year, largely due to the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic. However, the overall economy, including oil, grew by
43.5 percent, allowing economic conditions to remain healthy.
The budget focused on six broad objectives, with preventing the spread of Covid-19 as its No. 1 priority. From a macroeconomic standpoint, it aims to facilitate the development
of a diversified and resilient productive sector by supporting
large-scale private investment in both traditional and new and
emerging sectors; creating 50,000 jobs in the next five years; and
promoting entrepreneurship at the medium and small business
level.
It also seeks to transform the energy sector to ensure
adequate supply at a competitive cost, and reform the transport infrastructure to improve international connectivity, and
unleash domestic production and productivity.
Other objectives aim to enhance education, health care,
housing, social and public services; maintain good governance;
safeguard access to justice; and preserve a safe and secure environment for all Guyanese and visitors to Guyana.
Recognising that the benefits of long-term projects will take
some time to accrue, the budget announced several measures
that will have an immediate impact on the people at large.
It restored the zero-rated status on all of the food items and
other basic household necessities that were previously zerorated when the APNU+AFC coalition took office in 2015,
but which were again re-rated by the previous government to
standard ratings. Among these basic necessities are wheat flour,
basic breads, oats, unflavoured cracker biscuits, cooking oil,
locally produced bedsheets and pillowcases, toothbrushes, and
so on.
Previously, in its emergency 2020 budget, the government
had reversed punitive tax measures, such as VAT on electricity, water, and cellular phones, and restored a subsidy on water
charges for senior citizens. All consumers, including businesses,
would also now get a five percent reduction in water tariffs.
To facilitate its initiative aimed at increasing home ownership

Part 1 looks at budgetary measures that will
have an immediate impact on the population.

In the 2020 budget, VAT was also removed from ATVs for
mining, forestry, agriculture, and manufacturing. To further
reduce the cost of transportation for hinterland communities
Part 2 will examine longer-term development
and operators, the budget announced that the government will
initiatives.
remove the duty on ATVs for use in the hinterland.
On the social front, the budget proposes to introduce a
and reducing the cost of construction, the budget announced cash grant of $15,000 per child to be given to the parents of
zero-rated VAT for certain construction materials, such as children in the nursery, primary, and secondary schools in the
stone from Caricom countries, as well as locally produced pre- public school system. In addition, pensioners will benefit from
stressed concrete piles, locally fabricated mild steel beams for an increase in Old Age Pensions from $20,500 to $25,000 per
building construction, and locally manufactured roofing and month with effect January 1, 2021. Vulnerable individuals in
receipt of Public Assistance payments will also get an increase in
PVC products for building construction.
In another boost to home ownership, the disposable income from $9,000 to $12,000 per month.
The budget also proposes to remove the capital gains tax
budget also reduced the duty on industrial
grade cement from 15 percent to five per- payable on the disposition of assets held for more than 25 years.
This was the original position of the government prior to 2015,
cent.
Dwarka
but was changed under the previous APNU+AFC administraTo
keep
prices
in
check,
the
government
Lakhan
plans to monitor the cost of basic construc- tion.
Evidently, since 2020, the government has taken steps to
tion materials, such as cement and steel, and
examine the possibility of applying relevant reduce costs to individuals as well as corporations. Last year’s
taxes in such a manner as to serve as an adjustor to cushion the emergency budget provided for $7 billion of Covid-19 relief cash
grants to households across Guyana, $2 billion of one-off grants
impact of steep price escalation.
The budget noted that the housing and construction sector is to public sector employees, and $1 billion in year-end bonuses
a key contributor to economic development. Last year the con- to front-line workers in the health sector and the disciplined
struction sector contracted by an estimated 6.3 percent, mainly services. In addition, corporate taxes were removed on private
providers of educadue to restrictions
tion and healthcare
imposed as a result
services.
of Covid-19. But the
In adhering to its
government is combudget
measures, the
mitted to providing
government claims
10,000 house lots
that it will remain
annually.
mindful of the need
Also, in support of
to avoid the pithome ownership, the
falls that have beset
budget announced
many new producers
increases in the ceilof oil and gas, and
ing on low-income
many resource-rich
housing loans that
countries. It hopes to
may be obtained
safeguard fiscal and
through commerdebt sustainability by
cial banks under the
prudently contractlow-income housing
ing financing, careloans program supfully managing govported by governernment expenditure,
ment.
strengthening revThe
ceiling,
Dr Ashni Singh delivering Guyana’s 2021 Budget last week
enue administration,
which was increased
from $8 million to $10 million last year, will be further increased and ensuring that the fiscal deficit is financed in a manner that
to $12 million this year, making housing loans more affordable minimises any risk of crowding out credit to the private sector.
It is hoped that the government can live up to these comto low-income borrowers. The government also plans to extend
participation in the program to other financial institutions, such mitments and has factored in potential changes in economic,
as insurance companies; and to increase the ceiling at the New social, and political conditions which can derail the best laid
Building Society, one of the larger lenders in the space, from $12 plans.
million to $15 million.
Guyanese will also benefit from lower cost for telecommuni- Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
cation services. Following the liberalisation of the telecommu- Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished finannications sector last year, costs have been coming down, and the cial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
2021 budget proposes to remove the VAT on data for residential World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
and individual use, further reducing communication costs. In on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
2020, the government removed the VAT on cell phones.
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Singh says govt plugged into power needs, plans to re-visit Amaila Falls

T

he government has allocated (G) $2 billion to the
Guyana Power and Light Inc in a move to clear inherited arrears, even as it works to position the company to
meet expanding demand on the national grid, Finance Minister
Dr Ashni Singh said last week during presentation of the 2021
national budget in the National Assembly.
Singh also revealed the government did not plan to pull the
plug on hydropower. It was also looking at natural gas, he said.
According to Singh, successive PPP/Civic governments have
long recognised that the single biggest impediment to accelerated economic and social development is the absence of adequate,
affordable, and reliable energy.
Additionally, he noted Guyana’s dependence on aged fossilfuel based generation, inadequate generating capacity, a porous
transmission and distribution network, all which resulted in
high technical losses, along with high levels of commercial
losses.
These were among the key challenges being faced, he said.
Against this background, Singh said the government
would once again seek to make the controversial Amaila Falls
Hydropower project a reality. The move would ensure “sustainable, cheap and reliable hydropower”, he said.
Singh also revisited previously announced plans for key studies to inform his government’s technical considerations to land
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Amaila Falls
the gas-to-shore project, with a view to bringing on an associated power plant into operation by mid-2023.
Singh also revealed plans to continue to invest in GPL, and
to encourage policy initiatives to meet and eventually surpass

the ever-expanding demand placed on Guyana’s national grid.
He said GPL is currently executing fundamental infrastructure
investments to promote loss reduction, and improve the performance of its power distribution networks.
At the same time, the $2 billion budgeted would go towards
clearing the stock of receivable arrears inherited at GPL.
Singh also said a sum of $700 million was budgeted for the
installation of ten mini-grids and four off-grid systems in 2021.
“This will provide a total of 1.472 KW of installed solar
capacity, thereby generating 5,305 KWh of electricity,” he
explained.
According to Singh, the areas that would benefit from this
additional capacity would be Sebai, Iwokrama, Waramadong,
Paruima, Kurukabaru, Annai, St Monica, Karaburi, Capoey,
Whyaka, and Loo Creek.
Also, Singh said that solar farms will be installed at Mahdia
and Leguan, and work will continue on solar farms at Bartica
and Lethem.
Additionally, he noted that two mini-hydropower plants, at
Kumu and at Moco-Moco, will be tendered this year and construction will commence.
He also said the 150 KW Kato hydro project will also be substantially completed in 2021. Sums totalling $840 million have
been budgeted to cover these projects, he revealed.
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Ambassador Khan takes lead at UNHRC
From Page 1
pares new human rights laws, maintains dialogue and cooperation with governments to help them implement universal
human rights norms, and investigates situations of gross violations of human rights.
Earlier this month, for example, the Human Rights Council
convened in a special session to discuss the situation in
Myanmar, popularly known as Burma. Ambassador Nazhat
Khan presided over the
Council as it deliberated on
the situation in Myanmar.
In her inaugural address
to the Human Rights Council
on February 8, the incoming
President of the HR Council,
declared: “I commit to you
all that I will bring to the
Council a determination to
maintain both impartiality
and inclusivity. Above all, I
will bring to the Council a
commitment to further and
to strengthen human rights
Bertrand Ramcharan
everywhere. At this time, in
this moment in history, strengthening the enjoyment of human
rights, promoting and protecting the inherent dignity of all people, and placing equality and non-discrimination at the centre
of sustainable development, are all of compelling importance.”
She added: “I commit to do my best in serving you all and
I look forward to working with you in ensuring that this year
remains a success, not just for the work of this Council, but also
for the promotion and protection of human rights for all our
people.”
In leading the UN Human Rights Council, Ambassador
Nazhat Khan follows in the footsteps of another descendant
of indentured Indian immigrants, Dr Bertrand Ramcharan of
Guyana, who led the UN human rights department and carried
out the functions of UN High Commissioner of Human Rights.
He is the author of numerous books on international human
rights law.
Ambassador Nazhat Khan participated in a global Internet
meeting with human rights organisations on February 9. In
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her remarks, she pledged to strive for greater inclusivity and
accountability in the Council. She considered civil society to be
the voice and the conscience of the Council. On the occasion,
an Indian Directrice of the organisation, Forum-Asia, addressing Ambassador Khan, highlighted the need to protect human
rights defenders. She also stressed the importance of civil society participation in the Council. She made the telling point: “As
Asia lacks a human rights forum, it needs the Human Rights
Council.”
An African human rights
leader, speaking as the representative of human rights
defenders’ organisations,
noted in similar vein that
for many African countries
domestic protection was
sadly lacking, and, therefore, human rights defenders
looked to the Human Rights
Council for protection. She
considered that the Human
Rights Council’s Universal
Periodic Review process
Nazhat Khan
empowered civil society and
served as a bridge between civil society and the international
community. She thought that the leadership role of President
Nazhat Khan would be of great importance.
During the ensuing discussion with Ambassador Nazhat
Khan, representatives of human rights organisations made the
following points to her: the importance of facilitating civil society participation in the HR Council; the leadership role of the
Human Rights Council in dealing with the challenges of climate
change; the Human Rights Council crucial role in acting for
the protection of human rights in the Covid-19 situation; the
digital divide between countries; the Human Rights Council
should recognise a human right to a healthy environment; the
role of the Human Rights Council in protecting human rights
defenders.
Speakers at the meeting underlined the important role of the
President of the Council in leading the process of protecting
people who are victimised for speaking up for human rights in
numerous countries in the world.

Vaccine boost: Brinnet Bernarai receives the first
Oxford-AstraZeneca dose at GPHC earlier this month

Guyana delays giving booster

Georgetown – Guyana will delay administering the second
dose of the Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-19, Health Minister Dr
Frank Anthony said on Monday.
According to Anthony, the delay is well within range, with
new WHO reports indicating the interval increases protection
against the coronavirus.
Said Anthony: “The Scientific Committee of the WHO is
actually recommending that you should get that second dose
between the eighth to twelfth week, and the efficacy would be
higher.”
Guyana began its vaccine rollout last Thursday, administering the first doses to frontline health workers at the Georgetown
Public Hospital Corporation, and at the National Infectious
Diseases Hospital. Last week saw 668 health workers receiving
the shot.
Following the first shot, health workers were expected to
receive the second booster dose about three weeks afterwards.
However, on Monday Anthony said a decision was made to
increase the gap to between eight to 12 weeks. He said according
to studies, it has been shown that the vaccine’s efficacy increases
with more time.
According to reports, the WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group
of Experts on Immunisation now recommends an eight to
12-week interval between doses.
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Govt seeks to access climate-change related US funds
Georgetown – Guyana is entitled to more than (US) $135
million in climate change-related funds that it could not
access due to the political instability caused by the previous
APNU+AFC coalition. With the change in administration, the
current PPP/Civic government is now seeking to have the funding released.
This was revealed by Finance Minister, Dr Ashni Singh during his national budget presentation last Friday.
Singh explained that the Low Carbon Development Strategy
was supposed to earn Guyana up to (US) $250 million over
a five-year period. However, mismanagement by the former
APNU+AFC administration, followed by the political crisis
in the wake from the no-confidence motion in 2018 led to the
funding not being released to Guyana by Norway.
“When the APNU+AFC government came into office, they
squandered whatever funds were available, and brought the
release of the rest of the funds already earned by Guyana to a
halt. This culminated in the last payments from Norway being
suspended,” Singh said last week.
He added, “On top of this lost opportunity, a successor
Guyana-Norway agreement for the period from 2015 to 2020
never materialised. Almost (US) $30 million for existing projects has not been disbursed. More than (US) $135 million that
was earned by Guyana is sitting in bank accounts outside our
economy.”
Singh pointed out that the Amaila Falls Hydropower Project,
which would have used (US) $80 million in funding from the
LCDS, was torpedoed by APNU+AFC while they were in the
combined Opposition, and it was not pursued after 2015.
“… [The] the opportunity to grow our payments from forest
climate services after 2015 was never taken. Together, this is
one of the most shameful economic legacies of the APNU+AFC
government, and it falls to this PPP/Civic administration to
repair the damage,” Singh said.
He added, “We are taking steps to unblock the more than
(US) $135 million that had not been released for allocation into
projects. These resources will be invested primarily in renewable energy projects, and to strengthen the agencies involved in
regulating the sector such as the Guyana Forestry Commission.”
The Minister further noted that once unblocked, the funds
will also go towards advancing ongoing projects such as the
Amerindian Land Titling project, sustainable land management, and projects geared towards improving Information and

Communication Technology access for hinterland, poor, and
remote communities.
Singh noted further that the government would also be
assessing emerging international markets to see how Guyana
can earn money from forest climate services. He noted, these
markets can contribute 75 percent to meeting the goals set by
the Paris Climate Agreement, for which global interest continues to grow.
“This is exactly the message that Guyana and other forest
countries have been championing for over a decade, while
pointing out that, in developing countries in particular, all societies need to rapidly grow low carbon opportunities if they are
to diversify their economies away from traditional development
paths,” he said.
“Finally, later this year, we will prepare an expanded LCDS
to take into account the opportunities and challenges that have
emerged since the document was first produced, and to expand
it into a comprehensive development strategy. Of course, this
will incorporate the fact that we are now an oil producer,” Singh
noted.

Dr Ashni Singh

Georgetown – The government of Guyana plans to spend
(G) $3.9B on missions and consulates abroad, with Senior
Minister within the Office of the President with responsibility
for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, last week revealing that funding to
finance this move was allocated in the annual budget.
In presenting the budget last Friday, Singh revealed that part
of the funding allocation will be used to establish two new missions in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.
He added that the move to establish the Qatar and UAE
missions is part the government’s vision to strengthen Guyana’s
presence in the Middle East.
At this time, Guyana has consulates in five other Middle East
countries, including an embassy in Kuwait. There are also consulates in Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Cyprus.
Singh said the government also plans to consolidate the
nation’s relations with its traditional partners.
Guyana has a total of seven more embassies abroad in
the US, Venezuela, Suriname, Brazil, Belgium, Cuba, and in
China. These embassies have established High Commissions
in Switzerland, the UK, India, South Africa, Canada, and in

Trinidad and Tobago.
There are also consulates in Greece, Russia, Botswana, Japan,
Jamaica, Grenada, Belize, and in the Dominican Republic.
In addition to support for Guyana’s missions and consulates, Singh said the government is also seeking to establish a
Diaspora Council to ensure engagement with its diaspora in a
structured manner.
The government also plans to create a “one stop shop” for
overseas Guyanese to engage in trade and investment through
collaboration with Guyana’s Office of Investment. A virtual
Diaspora Council is also expected to be held later this year
once the diaspora engagement strategy and a plan of action are
finalised, he said.
During his presentation, Singh also noted Guyana will continue with the fight to preserve its sovereignty and territorial
integrity over the Essequibo, which Venezuela wants to claim.
The Essequibo has been at the centre of an ongoing territorial
controversy between Venezuela and Guyana since the latter’s
Independence, and is currently involved in an ongoing matter
before the International Court of Justice.

Singh reveals plans for new missions abroad

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

Tel: 416-901-7797

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

O

ur stores comply with all
the legal requirements
with respect to the Covid-19
pandemic, such as hand
sanitising, face masks, social
distancing, etc. We ensure a
very safe environment for all
entering the premises.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO March 2, 2021
FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

SNAPPER FISH
ROE (EGGS)

$299 lb

$399 lb

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

LARGE CARDBOARD
BARRELS

$1339 Lge Tin

$1500

GILBACKER STEAKS

MR GOUDAS RICE

MILO

PRE-COOKED SHRIMPS

$299 lb

$1099

$1999 Lge Tin

2 PKS /$500

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

MR GOUDAS
CONDENSED MILK

FRESHLY FROZEN
WHOLE GREY SNAPPER

FRESHLY FROZEN
BASHA

$599 LB

$299 LB

$899 Lge bag

2/$500

CLEANED • SCALED • GUTTED

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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COVID-19 DISPARITIES

Caricom heads must speak out over vaccine uncertainty
By Sir Ronald Sanders
resenting less than 15 percent of the world’s
eveloping countries, including population, have already purchased more than
Caricom member states are being left 50 percent of the most promising vaccines.
behind in the rollout of vaccinations
PAHO Director, Carissa Etienne, has
against Covid-19 that is now underway in rich made it clear that “with more than 45 million
countries.
confirmed cases, and more than one milThe most recent information from the lion deaths, countries and territories throughPan American Health Organization is that out the Americas, particularly the poorest
36 countries in the Americas,
among them, are experiencing
including the 14 independent
an unprecedented health, ecoCaricom States, have been notinomic and social crisis”.
fied that, between the end of
This is a matter that
February and August 2021, they
demands an urgent response
will be receiving only a small
from all developed countries
percentage of AstraZeneca vacacting in concert.
cines that they ordered, and for
There has been no such colwhich, in some cases, they have
lective response to date, and
already paid under the WHO
no obvious machinery for
arrangement, COVAX.
doing so. The Non-Aligned
According to a COVAX
Movement, which once spoke
Sir Ronald Sanders
statement, it is estimated that
effectively for developing states,
around 35.3 million doses will be arriving in is now a shadow of the powerful body it was at
the Americas in this first stage – a drop in the its formation under the leadership of India,
bucket, or just five percent of the 630 million Egypt, Ghana, Indonesia, and Yugoslavia.
people of the area from Mexico to Argentina,
The global south is voiceless as the Covid-19
including the Caribbean.
pandemic continues to infect and kill millions
There is also no indication of what hap- of people, and decimate economies and livelipens after August, but what is clear is that hoods.
these countries will not get enough vaccines to
There is also no unified response from
inoculate their populations in 2021.
the 36 countries of the Americas, including
For developing countries taken collectively, Caricom, although they collectively need to
the situation is even more dire. Reports indi- immunise approximately 500 million people
cate that 90 percent of persons in developing to control the pandemic – and they need to
countries will not have access to any Covid-19 do so fast.
vaccine in 2021, and those rich nations, repA research study, sponsored by the US

D

Dominica thanks India’s PM Modi

I

ndian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was unloading the boxes containing the vaccine.
the recipient of Dominica’s eternal gratiAs the Hindustan Times reported last week,
tude following the arrival of 70,000 doses India’s vaccine donation to Dominica is part of
of Covid-19 vaccines at the island’s Douglas- Modi’s pledge to help other countries overcome
the difficult challenges caused
Charles Airport last week.
by the pandemic. Apart from
Prime Minister Roosevelt
Skerrit and his Cabinet were on
the countries nearby, India
hand to receive the shipment,
has also delivered commercial
shipments of nearly 24 milwhich arrived on Barbados Air
lion doses of vaccines to counNational Guard’s aircraft.
tries as Uganda, Ecuador, El
Earlier on January 19, Skerrit
Salvador, Nicaragua, Morocco,
reached out to New Delhi with a
request for a donation, and with
and Namibia.
an offer to purchase vaccines.
In his “Thank You” note
He did not expect to receive
penned to PM Modi’s attention, Skerrit said Dominica,
such a fast response, followed by
Roosevelt Skerrit
like many other nations across
a shipment so soon, he said.
Said Skerrit: “I must confess that I did the globe, was “dealt an extraordinary blow by
not imagine that the prayers of my country the Covid-19 crisis”.
would be answered so swiftly… One would
Skerrit added, “However, [India’s] vaccines
have thought and understood that in a global will allow us to move forward with renewed
pandemic such as this, a nation’s size and hope and optimism, and to reignite the many
might would have been the primary consider- projects that Covid-19 pandemic has negaations. But it is to the credit of Prime Minister tively impacted. Thanks to the kindness of the
Narendra Modi that our request was consid- Indian nation, 35,000 Dominicans will be vacered on merit, and the equality of our people cinated by April 2021… India has once again
was recognised.”
come to Dominica’s aid, and this too will not
Skerrit and Cabinet members helped with be forgotten.”

‘Vaccine diplomacy’ an act of goodwill

T

he gestures of goodwill, hallmarks of an
emerging ‘Vaccine Diplomacy’, will see
Guyana and several other Caribbean
countries benefiting from an initial donation
of 500,000 Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines from
the government of India.
Last week Indian High Commissioner to
Guyana Dr K.J. Srinivasa indicated that a
quantity of these vaccines had already arrived
in Barbados and Dominica. Both nations were
among the first to engage India on securing
vaccines, Srinivasa said.
“I am working closely for the number of
vaccines for Guyana, Antigua, St Kitts, and
many other countries in the region,” he said.
Earlier this month, Barbados received
100,000 doses of the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine from India. Dominica received 70,000
doses.
And in another act of goodwill and vaccine

diplomacy, Barbados and its Prime Minister,
Mia Mottley, donated 3,000 doses from its
Indian Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine to Guyana.
With this donation, Guyana did the rollout of
its vaccination program, with its first phase of
inoculation started last week.
Out of the donation Barbados sent to
Guyana, 200 doses went to the Caricom
Secretariat. Mottley also donated 2,000 vaccine doses to the government of Trinidad and
Tobago.
Last week Srinivasa said India is trying
to work out a common procedure, whereby
Caribbean countries can work in tandem with
the approval process for Covishield, one of
India’s vaccines.
While the 500,000 vaccines being donated to the Caribbean are just an initial total,
Srinivasa said India is also willing provide support to “friendly countries” in the region.
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National Bureau of Economic Research in
Massachusetts, states that: “In monopolising the supply of vaccines against Covid-19,
wealthy nations are threatening more than a
humanitarian catastrophe: The resulting economic devastation will hit affluent countries
nearly as hard as those in the developing
world.”
The study, entitled ‘The Economic Case
for Global Vaccinations: An Epidemiological
Model with International Production
Networks,’ also points out that even if wealthy
countries are fully vaccinated by the middle of
this year, and poor countries remain largely
shut out, “the global economy would suffer
losses exceeding (US) $9 trillion, a sum greater
than the annual output of Japan and Germany
combined”.
Developed countries are, therefore, not
immune from the consequences of failing to
help inoculate developing countries. This is
now the world’s problem and the world should
be tackling it.
However, that is not happening. Instead, we
have seen a rush to “Covid-19 nationalism,”
with the richest and most powerful nations
focusing only on themselves. If this continues,
there will be a terrible price to pay.
At a meeting of the Permanent Council of
the OAS on January 27, after a presentation
by PAHO officials on the effects of the Covid19 pandemic, which I described as “chilling,”
I called for action in all international fora,
including the OAS, to tackle the problem of
neglected countries urgently.
Encouraged by Caricom Ambassadorial colleagues in Washington, Antigua and Barbuda’s
delegation to the OAS drafted a Resolution on
the urgency of delivering vaccines to the 36
developing countries in the Americas, including Caricom States. That draft resolution, once

agreed by Caricom countries, will be put to the
OAS for adoption.
The resolution will, among other things,
request those member States with the capacity to do so, to take actions to facilitate equitable distribution of vaccines globally and in
the Hemisphere. It will also encourage the
International Financial Institutions to provide
low-cost funding to all developing countries,
particularly small states, to help address the
subjugation of the coronavirus and the rebuilding of economies.
This is not a matter for the OAS only.
Caricom States, in their own interests, should
be raising their voices everywhere, including at
the Summit of the Americas, scheduled for this
year with the participation of the US President
[Joe Biden], and the Prime Minister of Canada,
[Justin Trudeau].
No meeting of the leaders of the Americas,
convened in this epoch of the Covid-19 pandemic with all the evidence of the millions of
lives it has taken, and the decimation of economies and the livelihoods of people, can responsibly ignore its far-reaching consequences.
Leaders of the Americas have to give their
peoples concrete plans to contain the virus and
to restore vibrant economies. They have to give
their nations good reasons for optimism and
confidence that their lives can be made better.
To do so, they must also commit to helping
their neighbours. For no one is safe until all
are safe.
Caricom countries must also act collectively
to argue for their joint survival.
Sir Ronald Sanders is Antigua and Barbuda’s
Ambassador to the US, OAS, and High
Commissioner to Canada. He previously served
as Ambassador to the EU and the WTO, and as
High Commissioner to the UK.
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Unbought & unbossed: Chisholm runs for US Presidency
By Dhanpaul Narine
chose Brooklyn College and impressed her
efore Hillary there was Shirley, and
teachers by winning prizes for debates. It was
before her, there was Victoria. There
during this time that her political education
were five women who ran for US
took place.
President, each making an impact in a unique
Brooklyn College at the time had only
way.
60 black students out of a total 10,000
The first was Victoria Woodhull who
students. This opened her eyes to the plight
ran in 1872. She fought for civil rights and
of minorities. According to historian Barbara
social welfare. She announced in 1870 that
Winslow, “Chisholm chafed at the thought that
she was running because of the prejudice
because of her skin colour she was expected
that existed against women. She picked
to be subservient to whites. She was deeply
Frederick Douglass
aware and resentful
as her running mate.
of the fact that whites
Woodhull was arrested
looked upon blacks as
on obscenity charges,
inferior and in need
and that was the end
of help.”
of her campaign.
Shirley would go
However, she was
on to earn a Masters’
the first person to
degree in Education
print Karl Marx’s
from Columbia
Communist Manifesto
University, and to be a
in the US.
teacher.
In 1940, Gracie
She became active
Allen from the
in the Democratic
‘Surprise Party’ ran
Club in Bedfordfor President. She
Stuyvesant, and
received some ‘writethis sensitised her
in’ votes, but her
to the problems of
candidacy petered out.
the community. In
Linda Jenness ran on
1964, Shirley decided
a socialist platform
to run for the State
in 1972, and received
Assembly. The odds
83,000 votes, while
were against her, but
Shirley Chisholm
Jill Stein picked up
she did her homework
over 400,000 votes in 2012 campaigning on a
and was able to win and to represent the 17th
‘green’ platform.
Assembly District.
But one candidate in the quintet that
This was an historic event, and Shirley
continues to excite the imagination is Shirley
worked hard to make improvements to
Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to
her District. She introduced bills to extend
Congress, and Black candidate for President.
unemployment benefits to domestic workers,
Shirley was definitely ahead of her time by
and helped to get funding for the Search for
taking on the establishment in her fight for
Education, Elevation and Knowledge program
“equal rights and economic justice”. As voters
that gave poor Blacks and Latino students
in the US followed the fortunes of Hillary
scholarships to attend college.
Clinton, attention is being focused on the
Shirley was attracting the attention of the
contributions of Shirley Chisholm. In 1972,
mainstream media and legislators in Albany.
she braved the politics of the day, and ran for
She gave notice that she intended to run for
President in a male-dominated world.
Congress, and ran an inclusive campaign. She
One of Shirley’ greatest attributes was the
realised that the Hispanic vote was crucial to
fact that she had the best of upbringings.
her chances, and she spent a lot of her time
Her mother was Barbadian, and her dad was
among Hispanics. The fact that she could
Guyanese. Shirley was born in Brooklyn,
speak Spanish also helped.
New York, and spent some time in Barbados
It was no easy task, but with her ‘Unbought
where she experienced the discipline of the
and Unbossed’ spirit Shirley won the
Caribbean family.
Congressional seat to represent the Twelfth
She moved to New York when she was ten
District. Her victory was by a wide margin;
years old. Her father was a factory worker,
she won with 67 percent of the vote, and was
while her mother was a seamstress. Shirley
the only woman to enter Congress in 1969,
developed the knack for attention at an early
and the first Black to do so as well.
age. There were stories that at the age of three
Shirley said that she intended to use
she would ask the older kids to listen to her.
Congress as a place to address the problems
Shirley did well in school, and graduated
of the nation. She was critical of the war in
from Brooklyn’s Girls School in 1942. She
Vietnam, and vowed not to vote for money to

B

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is
appealing to the community for urgent assistance to help save
the life of his 54-year old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys
functioning at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four
times every day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations
at the Scarborough General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is
Satwattie Sukul
currently on a waiting list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence of a donor with this
blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and that a donor would
be tested medically to ensure that there would be no complications before accepting a donation.
Several individuals have done this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a position to help save the
life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at (905) 783- 0459.
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the admiration of many. A Gallup poll that
fund the war.
was done in 1974 listed her among the top
She served on the Education and Labor
ten admired woman in America, ahead of
Committee, and from 1977 to 1981, she was
Jacqueline Onassis, and Coretta Scott King.
Secretary of the Democratic Caucus. She had
This was no mean achievement for the
impressed her party enough to be described
daughter of working-class immigrants.
as an explorer and a trailblazer, rather than a
Shirley knew that she would not win the
legislative artisan. It was during this period
Presidency, but her objective was to shake
of activism that Shirley decided to run for
up politics in
President.
America. It was
This decision
to strike a blow
was groundfor women and
breaking. Shirley
peoples of colour.
was already
Historians agree
the first black
that she was able
woman to run
to achieve these
for Congress,
goals, and Shirley
and now in her
is today respected
second term
as a pioneer that
she announced
paved the way
that she was
for others. How
running for
did she see her
President of the
contribution?
US. Naturally,
Shirley said in
it caught the
1980, “I did the
attention of the
best I could for
public. Shirley’s
my country. More
campaign was
women are now
known as the
entering politics
‘Chisholm Trail’,
and Congress and
and she won
that is wonderful.”
the support
Will America
of students,
ever get a woman
women, and
Poster for Chisholm’s 1972 campaign
President? Shirley
those from
laughed, and said: “A woman will become
minority groups.
President. But she will have to be a ViceShirley campaigned across the US, and
President first.”
managed to get her name on 12 ballots. She
Well, we do have a woman Vice-President
received 125 delegate votes at the Democratic
in Kamala Harris. This is a heartbeat away to
National Convention, which was a credible
the Presidency, and with time, one can see a
showing. George McGovern went on to
woman in the Oval Office.
win the nomination. But Shirley had won
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A life written in my flute: Remembering Jeetu Parkash
By Radha Sharma
atinder Parkash was born in Patiala, India on June 27,
1965. From a young age, Jatinder (Jeetu) found love and
comfort in music-making and flute playing. He was also
well-versed in oil painting, and created portraits by memory
recall.
As a young man, Jeetu self-taught himself and mastered
over ten instruments, including the Shehnai, acoustic and
electric guitar, bamboo flute, tambourine, and the ukulele.
After receiving a degree in aeronautical engineering, Jeetu
was asked to join world famous, Punjabi folk singer Gurdaas
Maan and his accompanying band. Jeetu travelled over 26
countries, and found his true passion as a musician.
In 1989, Jeetu visited Canada for the first time and attended
a service at Vishnu Mandir in Richmond Hill, Ontario. His
flute playing and singing mesmerised the devotees, and
Dr Budhendranauth Doobay offered him the support and
opportunity to immigrate to Canada. Jeetu was ecstatic with
the idea of settling down, furthering his musical career,
pursuing his dreams, and creating a life for himself in North
America.

He was fortunate to build a long lasting, familial
relationship with the members of the Hindu community at
Vishnu Mandir.
In a dream shortly after these events, he saw a girl and
decided to paint her. His mother called him later that week
asking if he would get married to a girl of her choosing.
With no hesitation, Jeetu said yes, and was married to Meena
Sharma, who remarkably resembled the woman in his dreaminduced painting in 1997.
He was blessed with two beautiful and intelligent children,
Radha, and Shivom Sharma, born in 2000 and 2002,
respectively.
Over the years, he accomplished major milestones in his
career, and worked with amazing artists, such as the late Jagjit
Singh, and the late Ravinder Jain.
In 2009, he composed and played music for the films,
Cooking with Stella and Chloe. In 2012, he worked with
Mychael Danna to compose and play flute for the awardwinning movie, Life of Pi. The musical score for Life of Pi
was awarded with an Oscar “Academy Award for Best Music
(Original Score)”.

By Dhanpaul Narine
mpire Tulsi Kumar recently left us
to officiate at a game in heaven. This
article is a tribute to his glorious life.
There was a time when life consisted of the
simple things. People worked hard and looked out for each
other. They went to bed when the sun was set, and woke up at
the hint of dawn. These hardy souls congregated at weekends
in temples, the marketplace, and sporting grounds, and
celebrated life in genteel surroundings.
There was a particular group that talked about little else
except cricket. They knew the players, statistics, the social
aspects of the game, and who were the likely prospects to make
it big. In this group there was one person that shone like a
bright and constant star. He was Tulsi Kumar, cricket umpire,
and gentleman.
Tulsi Kumar had an abiding passion for cricket in its purest
form. He belonged to the school that saw the game was a battle
of wits. It was the four and five Day matches, as opposed to
the T20 format, that best illustrated the drama, attrition, and
passion that went with cricket.
Tulsi Kumar was born at Plantation Leonora on the West
Coast of Demerara in Guyana. His mother was Torie and his
dad was Musai. Tulsi is the eldest of three children; there is a
sister Joyce, and a brother Hardat. The family had a cakeshop
in Leonora, while Musai was the deputy head bookkeeper at
Leonora estate.
Tulsi attended the local schools in Leonora, and did well
in his studies. He went to England around 1952 to further
his studies, but returned to Guyana after a few months as he
missed home.
The young Tulsi had a love for cricket at an early, age and
played the game with his brother Hardat and others. There
were several household names that Leonora produced in the
1950’s. Many of the players belonged to the Leonora Cricket
Club. Hardat says that Leonora had one of the strongest teams
in the 1950’s, and some of the players at that time were Sunny
Basdeo, Abdul Hakim, Godfrey Granger, Lalta Persaud, Nabi
Bacchus, and Boodhoo Dwarka, among others.
Cricket underwent a transformation on the West Demerara
in the 1960s with the arrival of Clyde Walcott. Tulsi says that
Walcott was instrumental in getting Port Mourant to play
Leonora, and this competition benefited both teams.
According to Tulsi, “[We] had a lovely team spirit and
we had some good players. Bhisham and I used to open the
batting, and we put on a century stand against Wales. Boodhoo
Dwarka was a good batsman. When McWatt saw him play for
Guyana Colts against Australia in 1973 he said that Dwarka
would make the Test side as he was that good.”
While the intricacies of cricket proved to be fascinating, it
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Even when life was busy, Jeetu remained grateful to the
temple from which his journey started. He attended weekly
service and played the flute alongside the other musicians and
singers. Although Jeetu was a practicing and devoted Hindu,
he collaborated with various religions, such as the Ismaili,
Islamic, and Sikh communities. He often travelled and played
music for weddings, birthdays, receptions, among other
celebratory events.
Whatever the occasion, Jeetu lit up the room with his
melodic compositions and artistic musings. On January 10,
2020 Jeetu suffered from a brain hemorrhage and stroke. He
had been bedridden and unable to communicate as he once
did before. He lived in a long-term care home for the entirety
of 2020, and suffered many medical complications. He fought
for his life every single day with the support of medical staff,
and the overwhelming love and prayers he received.
On February 5, 2021 he passed away with his family by his
side. Although Jeetu is no longer physically here, his spirit and
presence will always remain in this world.
His children and wife thank everyone for their love and
support, and hope to continue his legacy in decades to come.

Umpire Tulsi Kumar left this game in good standing

U

15

heights. He was invited to umpire in a game
in England. When B. L. Crombie announced
the news on radio the people of Leonora were
Umpire Tulsi Kumar: Cricket Is His Life!
excited as one of their own was about to put
the community on the map. Tulsi enjoyed his
experience in England. The English Umpire Association arranged matches for
him to umpire. His greatest moment came when he stood at Lords with Syd
Buller in an MCC versus Scotland game. Tulsi became friends with Syd Buller
and even invited him to visit Guyana.
The English visit inspired Tulsi to conduct more training programs on his
return to Guyana. There were no instant television replays in those days to
help umpires and sometimes mistakes were made. Did Tulsi make a mistake?
He laughs, saying no one is perfect.
“I made a serious mistake that was long remembered,” he recalls. “I was
standing at Bourda and Randolph Ramnarace and Rohan Kanhai were at the
wicket. I gave Ramnarace out leg before wicket but on review the ball was
missing the leg stump. I am happy to say that the incident did not spoil my
relationship with Ramnarace.” Tulsin adds, “Incidentally,
Ramnarace was one of the most prodigious talents that
West Indies has produced. He would have broken many
records if he had continued playing. Like Rohan, he was a
crowd-pleaser.”
Umpire Tulsi Kumar had the best view of the players in
action, so who are some of his favourites?
He says after much thought, “There are many, but at
the top of the heap is Rohan Kanhai. He was sheer class.
He knew how to put lash on the ball! Garry Sobers was
the greatest, but the spin of Cornelius used to confuse him
at times. Basil Butcher said that he considered himself as
A young Tulsi, above;
good as Sobers, but Rohan was shoulders above the rest.
right, the dreaded
In the bowling department, none can compare with the
Umpire’s finger
great Wes Hall.”
was another aspect of the game that held Tulsi’s interest. This
Tulsi has respect for all the teams, and he was
was umpiring. Why did Tulsi want to be an umpire? He said,
particularly close to Clyde Walcott and Cecil Kippins. Tulsi
“I discussed my options with Clyde Walcott. He said that I
loved the game so much that he formed a cricket team called
had done well to train Baksh and Ayube Mohamed, and he
‘The Cavaliers’. It was made up of local players that toured the
suggested that I should go around in Guyana and give training
Caribbean.
to those that were interested in umpiring.”
Umpire Tulsi Kumar has served the sport well. He says,
Tulsi went around the country giving training. He also
“[Over] the years I made many friends and I thank all for their
officiated in local Shell Shield matches and Umpires Tulsi
support. I love cricket and umpiring.”
Kumar and Cecil Kippins became a fixture at the Bourda
What advice does he have for cricket officialdom in the
Cricket Ground.
West Indies? He would like the players and administrators
Tulsi became a Labour Officer at the Ministry of Labour
to realise that cricket is greater than the individual. Tulsi was
in Guyana. This meant that he had to split his time between
so good that he should have umpired in Test Matches, but
his job and umpiring. Tulsi’s responsibilities were increased
politics, insularity and discrimination got in the way. But there
when he was appointed to head the flood relief committee
is no bitterness. Tulsi is jovial, smiling, hard-working, and an
in Guyana. This job was assigned to him because of his high
inspiration to others.
profile in Guyana, his easygoing manner, and his ability to get
Umpire Tulsi Kumar was a gentleman and a legend. He
things done.
lived for cricket. He has made his country proud and he is
In 1968 the life of Umpire Tulsi Kumar reached new
busy in heaven helping others to take guard.
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Pioneer of Indo-Caribbean voice & studies
D
By Harry Hergash
In addition to York, Dr Birbalsingh has been associated
Dr Frank Birbalsingh, Professor
r Frank Birbalsingh was born in 1938 in Sisters
with other universities, for instance, a post-doctoral fellowship
Emeritus & Senior Scholar,
Village, West Bank Demerara, Guyana (then British
took him to the University of Auckland, New Zealand,
Guiana). His father, Ezrom Sahadeo Birbalsingh, was
1973-1974; and a Canada Council Leader’s Fellowship to the
York University; Pioneer of Indoa teacher at the Canadian Mission school located at Wales, the
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, 1976-1977; then a sabbatical
Caribbean Studies
nearby sugar plantation, and his mother Miriam Khan, was a
year was spent at the University of Rouen, France in 1983full-time homemaker. One
1984; and a Visiting Fellowship at the University of Warwick
week after his birth, the
in 1988-1989.
family relocated further
Also, Dr Birbalsingh did not forget the land of his birth.
north to Canal Polder
Over the years he kept in contact with Dr Jagan, who was
Number One, where his
returned to power as President of Guyana in 1992 after 28
father assumed more
years of rigged elections that had sidelined him as Leader of
senior responsibilities at
the Opposition.
another CM school.
In an attempt to improve the University of Guyana
A few years later
following years of neglect, in 1996 Dr Jagan appointed Dr
the family moved to
Birbalsingh as an external member of the UG Board of
Better Hope, East Coast
Governors.
Demerara, where his
Dr Birbalsingh negotiated a Memorandum of
father was appointed
Understanding between York and UG, which established a
Headmaster of one of the
formal relationship for the benefit of both institutions. The
largest CM schools in the
MOU was signed by Susan Mann, President of York, and Dr
country. It is here where
Jagan, President of Guyana.
Dr Birbalsingh spent his
In 1986, Dr Birbalsingh and Indo-Caribbean activist, Deo
boyhood years, where he
Kernahan, conceived the idea to commemorate the 150th
observed the class/colour
anniversary of the arrival of Indians in the Caribbean. Along
system operating on the
with prominent Indo-Caribbean individuals in Toronto, the
sugar estates, and where
Ontario Society for Studies in Indo-Caribbean Culture was
he gained an appreciation
launched in April 1987, with Dr Birbalsingh as its President.
of the plight of the mainly
The 150th anniversary celebration took place in 1988,
Indo-Guyanese sugar
and was a great success. The event featured music, drama,
Vintage OSSICC: Sitting (l-r) are Deo Kernahan, Jeunesse Hosein, Dr Frank
workers.
poetry reading, storytelling, photographic displays, academic
Birbalsingh, Sheila Bellow, Dr Unus Omarali; standing, back row, (l-r) are Neil
In 1949, under the
presentations, and speeches by prominent Indo-Caribbeans Dr
Lalsingh, Martin Latchana, Balram Seepersad, Krishna Nankisoor, Dr Krishna
tutorship of his father
Jagan himself, and Basdeo Panday, former Prime Minister of
Persaud, Sasenarine Sankar, Henry Ramjass, Harry Persaud, Manshad Mohamed,
at the Better Hope CM
Trinidad and Tobago.
Michael Latchana, & Krishna Reya Ali.
School, Dr Birbalsingh
In 1989, a collection of academic papers presented at the
won a Government County Scholarship to attend Queen’s
event was edited and published by Dr Birbalsingh under the
College, a premier secondary school, where earlier alumni
title Indenture and Exile: The Indo-Caribbean Experience.
included former Presidents of Guyana, Forbes Burnham,
In the years that followed Dr Birbalsingh took a lead role
and Dr Cheddi Jagan and former Commonwealth Secretary
in OSSICC, organising activities that included seminars,
General, Sir Shridath Ramphal.
workshops, and lectures that highlighted the history, culture,
Secondary education was not free at that time. QC for boys,
and contribution of Indo-Caribbeans in Guyanese and
and Bishop’s High School for girls were the only governmentCaribbean societies. Through its work, OSSICC gave voice
run secondary schools, and catered mainly for children from
and visibility to Indo-Caribbeans, and helped to dispel the
the privileged class. Dr Birbalsingh’s entry into QC on a
perception that the region was primarily made up only of
scholarship was a noteworthy achievement.
Afro-Caribbeans.
Dr Birbalsingh obtained passes in 1956 in English, French,
In September 2009, an article by Petamber Persaud in
and Latin at the University of London-sponsored General
Guyana’s Kaieteur News described Dr Birbalsingh as “a
Certificate of Education, Advance Level. Following this, he
pioneer in Indo-Caribbean studies”. Persaud also noted that
taught at St Stanislaus College for one year, before leaving
Dr Birbalsingh “authored and edited several seminal works”
Guyana in 1957 to attend the University of the West Indies
dealing with that subject. Among such texts are: From Pillar
in Jamaica. At that time, the institution was operating as an
to Post: The Indo-Caribbean Diaspora; and Jahaji Bhai: An
overseas college of the University of London, and was known
Anthology of Indo-Caribbean Literature, valuable references on
as the University College of the West Indies or UCWI.
literature of the region.
Dr Birbalsingh wrote short stories while attending UCWI,
Persaud also noted Dr Birbalsingh’s scholarly writings on
and in 1960, one story was read on the British Broadcasting
cricket, saying the game “is part of the West Indian psyche,
Corporation’s overseas Caribbean Voices programme.
debated in the same breath with politics and religion”.
In September 1961, he graduated with B.A. Honours
He added, “In 1996, Dr Birbalsingh published The Rise
(London), and returned to Guyana as an Assistant Master at
of West Indian Cricket. His writings, which gave pride and
Dr Frank Birbalsingh
his alma mater, QC. However, a few months later, he left for
identity to various groups of West Indians, especially in
India on a Commonwealth scholarship to pursue a Masters’
book Novels and the Nation: Essays in Canadian Literature.
literature, also brought those different peoples together in the
degree in Commonwealth Literature.
Prior to gaining his Ph.D., in 1970 a fellow Supply Teacher
name of cricket; the mark of a remarkable thinker.”
The scholarship gave him an opportunity to visit many
encouraged Dr Birbalsingh to apply for a lectureship at
Dr Birbalsingh’s other publications include: The People’s
parts of India, the land of his ancestors. However, the course
Toronto’s York University, which was expanding rapidly
Progressive Party of Guyana, 1950-1992: An Oral History; and,
work at the university was a repeat of what he had already
following the opening of its Keele Street campus. He was hired
Guyana: History and Literature.
completed at UCWI, so a year later, in 1962, he abandoned
at York, and commenced an
In response to a question
the scholarship and travelled to London, England, where he
illustrious career that saw him
from Vidur Dindayal for an
experienced “Life in London” as envisioned by Guyanese who
progressing through the ranks,
article that was published in
visited the metropolis of London for the first time, when they
becoming a full professor,
Guyanese Achievers USA and
regarded the city as a place based more on their imagination
ultimately ending with his
Canada: A Celebration, 2011,
than reality.
retirement in 2003, when he
Dr Birbalsingh stated, “When
For the first time, for instance, Dr Birbalsingh could enjoy a was conferred with the title
I began my research in the
lifestyle visiting museums and theatres, and attend professional Senior Scholar and Professor
early 1960s, Commonwealth
opera and ballet while immersing himself in British culture. He Emeritus.
Literature was just beginning
also enrolled at King’s College, London University, to pursue a
Dr Birbalsingh was hired
to appear; that is to say,
Masters’ degree as a part-time student, and he became a Supply at York where he met Clara
literature in English produced
school teacher, that allowed him to visit schools in some of the
Thomas, Professor of English,
outside Britain or the United
poorest and roughest neighbourhoods in London.
and one of the first academics
States. It was a new field, and
He earned his M.A. degree from King’s College in 1966,
to devote her work specifically
I spent my life exploring it
by submitting his thesis, Novelists of the British Caribbean,
to the study of Canadian
because my colonial experience
1940-1963. By that time also he was joined by his future wife,
Literature. He commenced his Indo-Caribbean Conference, York University - 1988: in the Caribbean is part of it.
Dr Frank Birbalsingh with Dr Cheddi Jagan. Vince The exploration helped me
Norma, from Jamaica, who qualified as a nurse in 1967, and
York career teaching a course
Ramcharran photo.
together they migrated to Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
in Canadian Literature, and
to understand myself, my
Once again, Dr Birbalsingh turned to Supply Teaching,
later introduced a course in Caribbean Literature.
history, and my culture. Today the field is called ‘Post-colonial
working in different communities in Toronto. He also enrolled
With this move, Dr Birbalsingh became a pioneer in the
literature’.”
at his previous alma mater, Kings College, London University,
teaching of Caribbean Literature at university level. At that
Dr Birbalsingh lives in Toronto, Ontario, with his wife
to pursue his Ph.D. in Canadian Literature, which he earned
time, the subject was not known in the university curriculum
Norma, who is also retired. They are proud parents of two
in 1972. His Ph.D. thesis served later, in 1995, as a basis of his
in Canada, or anywhere else outside the Caribbean.
daughters, both accomplished professionals.
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Roffey’s Mermaid rises to the top to take Costa award

T

rinidad and Tobago-born, British author, Monique Roffey has won the £30,000
Costa book of the year award for her sixth novel, The Mermaid of Black
Conch. The announcement was made last month by Suzannah Lipscomb,
historian and broadcaster, who chaired
the judges’ panel.
Lipscomb described the novel
as “utterly original”. It was “unlike
anything we’ve ever read – and feels
like a classic in the making from a
writer at the height of her powers”, she
said.
Based on a legend from the Taino,
an indigenous people of the Caribbean,
The Mermaid of Black Conch is a dark
love story about fisherman David and
Aycayia, a beautiful woman cursed by
jealous wives to live as a mermaid, who
has swum the Caribbean for centuries.
Lipscomb added, “It’s a book that
will take you to the furthest reaches
of your imagination – we found it
completely compelling. The Mermaid
of Black Conch is an extraordinary,
Monique Roffey
beautifully written book – full of
mythic energy and unforgettable
us all and the book fell into a black
characters, including some
hole and disappeared, got swallowed
tremendously transgressive women.”
up. And now this. It’s been a
Started in 1971, the Costa Book
rollercoaster.”
Awards is a popular prize awarded to
She added: “I’m 55 now; I’ve been
books written by authors residing in the UK and Ireland.
writing for 20 years – really there’s no superlative that I could
According to Costa’s website, “the prize has five categories
use that’s enough to describe what a great breakthrough this
– First Novel, Novel, Biography, Poetry and Children’s Book
is.”
– with one of the five winning books selected as the overall
The Mermaid of Black Conch was published by Peepal Tree
Costa Book of the year and each category is judged separately
Press, its website indicating that the publishing house was
by a panel of three judges per category.”
“over the moon” with Roffey’s win.
It adds, “The Costa Book of the Year is then chosen by a
Peepal Tree won the prestigious T.S. Eliot poetry prize
nine-member panel which includes representatives from the
last year with British-Trinidadian dub poet Roger Robinson’s
original panels who are joined by other well-known people
collection A Portable Paradise. As Flood noted, Roffey taking
who love reading.”
the Costa prize saw Peepal Tree pressing ahead with a rush
According to Alison Flood writing in The Guardian last
printing of the novel.
month, Roffey was shortlisted for the Orange and the Costa
Roffey’s novel rose to the top by beating out Lee Lawrence’s
prizes in the past.
memoir about his quest to find justice for his mother, The
Flood noted that Roffey crowdfunded to raise money for a
Louder I Will Sing, and Ingrid Persaud’s debut, Love After Love.
publicity campaign for the book in 2019.
As Flood noted, Lipscomb revealed the judges deliberated
Said Roffey: “I really wanted this book to be seen and read,
for three hours before choosing Roffey as their winner.
so this time last year we were all ready to go, then Covid-19 hit
“The novel feels like one of those stories you think you

A

fter three months of home isolation, Henry became
bored and sought a way out of his depression.
His company had closed, and he had received
unemployment benefits to remain at home since he was laid
off work due to the pandemic. News that vaccines would soon
become available to allow traveling and socialising before the
end of the year did little to lift his mood.
Once the vaccines became available, the government
promised priority to frontline workers and older persons with
existing health impairments, before it trickled down to healthy
senior citizens.
Waiting for the vaccine could take longer than most people
since he and his wife were in their mid-thirties with no
prevailing conditions due to the family’s healthy eating habits
and exercise routines.
During a phone conversation with one of his laid-off
workmates, Henry learned of the midnight escapades his
friends had found to relieve their boredom at home. Even
though most of them were single, his heart skipped a beat to
join them and the few married colleagues for some fun outside
the home.
His friends had discovered an illegal booze-can in the
basement of a house rented by bachelors. The elderly owners
had died of Covid-19, and the two single tenants used the
location to make money selling alcohol, drugs, and girls.
Even though Henry was a happily married and dedicated
family man, the images he extracted from his work-mates’
adventurous tales of frolicking in the night made him feel that
he was missing out on the action. He felt like a prisoner within
the four walls of his house, and had the urge to break out, even
for one night. Self-imposed isolation made him rebellious
against the dreaded pandemic.
After confirming the address, Henry pretended to fall asleep
when the family went to bed. Since it was the middle of the
week, his wife, who worked from home, and the two children,
who had online classes the next day, had gone to bed early for
a full night’s rest.
His eagerness grew as he counted the minutes toward
freedom. On the stroke of midnight, he checked on his
sleeping family before putting on the clothes he had hidden in
the laundry room on the main floor. He eased himself out of
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The Supernatural

must have known before, because
it already feels like a classic. The
mermaid is pulled out of the sea in
this really arresting scene that, pun
fully intended, hooks you into the
novel just as much as she is hooked by
the fisherman. And then it’s a question
of whether she could become a woman
again, and live in a modern Caribbean
society and all the questions that
raises.”
She added, “When we think of
mermaids, because of Disney we think
of fairy tales, but this is a visceral
mermaid – as she becomes a woman
parts of her tail fall off and she smells.
It’s very evocative in terms of the
physicality.”
According to Flood, Roffey first
imagined her mermaid while staying
in Charlotteville, Tobago in 2013.
After a fishing competition, she saw
a marlin hanging above the jetty, and
dreamed that night that the fish was a
mermaid that had been dragged from the sea.
Later, she learned about the legend of Aycayia, or Sweet
Voice.
Her story, which she began to write in 2016, is set in 1976,
in the tiny village of St Constance on the island of Black
Conch.
Said Roffey: “I think when you work with legend, you’re
pricking that nerve of the collective unconscious. But old
stories, they are flawed, especially if they’re starring women.
They’ll always be about female surrender, or teaching the
woman a lesson, or something to do with controlling women.”
Additionally, “The mermaid is cursed and exiled and
denied her erotic rite of passage in the old story, so I got to
change that, and give her a love story. And when she goes
back, she has beaten the curse. I’m trying to say ‘Okay. Let’s
bring her out of the sea again. Let’s give her what she’s been
denied.’”
On the judging panel with Lipscomb were television and
radio presenter Angellica Bell; poet Zaffar Kunial; actor and
writer Stephen Mangan; book vlogger Simon Savidge; and
writers Horatio Clare, Jill Dawson, Sadie Jones, and Patrice
Lawrence.

G r ave Dec isio n s

the back door, and made his way to the end
of the street, where he met the taxi he had
ordered earlier that day. He did not want
to use his car for fear of making noises
that would wake his family. He also did
not want to get pulled over for impaired
driving.
Despite the cloud of cigarette and
marijuana smoke that lingered in the bar,
the welcoming environment of fellow escapees and the sight
of his buddies lifted Henry’s spirits. Women mingled and
danced on a makeshift stage to pry funds out of the pockets
of drunken men. Henry enjoyed the sight of the beautiful
women's flaunting body parts, but refused their offers of
privacy in an upstairs room.
Extreme fun made the time fly faster than usual. The
thinning crowd brought Henry to the realisation that he had
to return home before daylight. He said goodbye to his few
remaining friends and promised to join them again before he
retreated home in the taxi waiting outside the improvised bar.
When the taxi pulled away from the curb, flashing lights
behind them gave Henry a sense of relief that he had barely
escaped the cops about to raid the illegal operation.
Henry listened at the back door before entering the home
and discarding his smelly clothes into the laundry hamper. He
tiptoed upstairs to take a quick, quiet shower before dressing
once more into his sleep clothes and crawling under the covers
beside his unsuspecting wife.
A broad smile lit his face when he recounted the favourable
events of the evening. He had stayed safe from touching any
of the women, did not have to deal with any impaired driving
tickets, and escaped the police raid. Most importantly, he had
returned to bed without his wife detecting his absence.
The smug husband, who perceived his actions as a little
innocent fun on the side, turned away from his wife to avoid

Kamil
Ali

her smelling the alcohol on his breath and fell
sound asleep.
The smell of eggs and sausage invaded
Henry’s sleep the next morning. He sauntered
to the bathroom and showered to refresh and
join his family downstairs for breakfast.
A week later, Henry had a roasting fever. He
lost his appetite and threw up the little food he could eat. His
breathing became laboured. He felt too weak to attend to his
wife, who also exhibited the same symptoms.
Panic filled Henry with remorse. What had he done? His
heart sank when he heard coughing in the children’s rooms. He
had single-handedly exposed his family to the most aggressive
and dangerous mutation of the virus that he had seen on the
news.
Henry called the ambulance and dragged himself toward
the front door to leave it open. He tumbled down the stairs
and lay panting for air on the floor below.
He floated out of his body and looked at the top of the
stairs. He stood beside his wife with their two children
standing at their sides. Henry rushed to hold them, hug
them, and tell them that an imposter had replaced him in the
afterlife, but an invisible barrier blocked him.
Henry’s family seemed oblivious to his existence at the
bottom of the stairs. They hugged his double and accepted him
as their father. The universe had found a way to grant them
eternal peace, contentment, and love forever.
One night of fun had plunged Henry into despair. He faced
an eternity of remorse and longing to be with his family, an
opportunity he had callously squandered in the last days of
life. His decision to risk his family’s lives had cost him dearly,
and left him lonely in death by grave decisions that resulted in
disastrous consequences.
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Persad-Bissessar mourns tragic loss of ‘T&T’s daughter’
Port-of-Spain – Andrea Bharatt became a
“Andrea has touched the soul of our nation. She
has awakened a consciousness in our country, which
daughter of the nation who united the country and
awakened a consciousness that must be kept burnwe must keep burning in our hearts and minds for
generations to come,” she said.
ing, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said
“Just as the hymn entreats our Precious Lord for
on Friday. Persad-Bissessar was asked to address
comfort, to hold our hand, by the life Andrea lived
mourners attending Bharatt’s funeral.
Saying she was humbled to be asked to speak at
and died, Andrea is calling on each of us,” PersadAndrea's funeral, Persad-Bissessar noted she was
Bissessar declared.
Additionally, “She is calling on each of us to be
doing so “as a grieving mother, a grandmother, a
each other’s keeper, to continue to hold hands in
daughter, a sister, a wife, a friend and a citizen of
love, to hold hands in unity, to hold hands to heal a
Trinidad and Tobago”.
broken nation. Today I ask you humbly, respectfully,
Persad-Bissessar said she could not recall when
last Trinidad and Tobago had become so united for a
let us honour her by heeding her call to action.”
cause. Bharatt’s untimely and violent death gripped
Persad-Bissessar said she did not know Andrea,
the nation, sending shockwaves among nationals
but felt she has come to know her as she has now
become a daughter of nation.
desperate for answers, she said.
“As a mother, I can see that Andrea was a devoted
“Andrea, your nation owes you a debt of gratitude. You have united a nation, and you have
daughter that we all could feel proud of. She was
awakened a social consciousness like never before, Words of comfort: Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Barry Padarath, & Jearlean her daddy’s little girl, her teachers’ shining star, her
sending ripples through the red, white, and black,” John console father Randolph Bharatt
friends’ biggest supporter, and her family’s light,"
she said.
she said.
our country, are free from fear; are free to pursue their potential
She added, “...We owe it to Andrea to work to ensure that the to the fullest, and to the best of their ability.”
Persad-Bissessar said she saw a video of Andrea and her dad
playing with a toy car she had when she was a child.
girls and women in our country, and also the boys and men in
Persad-Bissessar said Andrea’s death must bring action.
“The innocence and pure joy I heard in her laughter, and
the beauty I saw in her smile will be imprinted in our minds…”
she said.
Port-of-Spain – Finance Minister Colm Imbert “confessed” to loan financing and making further withdrawals from the
Persad-Bissessar also noted the outpouring of love and supthat Trinidad and Tobago is in deep, economic crisis, Opposition Heritage and Stabilisation Fund to pay salaries, wages, and
port from nationals.
leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said last week.
pensions, and to keep the health sector going. The Opposition
“Trinidad and Tobago, you have been your brother’s and
She added it was “abundantly clear” the government gave the contends that the country cannot continue to draw down on
sister’s keepers over the last few days, but it must not end there.
the HSF for recurrent expenditure without a plan for revenue
country false hope in its budget presentation four months ago.
There are hundreds, if not thousands of families like Andrea’s,
“Instead of pushing the reset button, the PNM has pushed generation. The government’s plan is unsustainable.”
who are in a similar tragic situation… Today I beg you, I
the self-destruct button on our economy via their inept poliShe said that the drop in tax revenue across the board is a
implore you to reach out to those families, and hold their hands
cies,” she said.
“failure of this government to incentivise our economy” during
[and never let go],” she urged.
Persad-Bissessar added, “It was clear that all the Minister of the non-Covid-19 years, which has led to massive turmoil now
Finance was seeking to do… was utilise old figures and graphs that we are operating in a pandemic.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “It is even more ironic that the
to hide the fact that this government overestimated revenues in
the budget in an attempt to have the country believe that the Minister of Finance would be shocked by this decrease in revenue from taxes, when his government failed to institute any
economy was stable.”
She said the government is blaming Covid-19, even though proper fiscal recovery or stimulus plan for businesses coming
the economy was already “fragile”, since the government failed out of lockdown.”
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s revenue for the first
Persad-Bissessar described the Government’s Road to
to diversify even before the pandemic impacted.
four months of fiscal 2021 was (TT) $2 billion less than was
“The citizenry must not for one minute believe Imbert’s sad Recovery plan as another “political gimmick”, just like the proexpected, a situation that has left the government with the
stories that our current predicament is due to Covid-19. It is a posed injection of (TT) $500 million for agriculture.
difficult decision to either save jobs and hold wages steady, or
clear indicator that our economy is reaching a crisis level given
“When asked for an update on this fund, Imbert could
increase wages and risk cutting jobs, Finance Minister Colm
that we have lost out over one billion dollars in revenue in the not even identify one single project almost a year after it was
Imbert said last week.
first four months of the fiscal year,” she said.
announced. Today we are experiencing an economic collapse
“As we move forward, our primary objective as a government
She added, “Minister Imbert said the government resorted due to this administration’s lack of vision...,” she said.
must be to preserve jobs and maintain essential government
services. In this context, demands from trade unions for wage
increases, with associated billions of dollars in backpay, are difpontificating to others, and protesting. But very few of us are ficult to understand,” Imbert said.
From Page 1
brave enough, and willing to risk our reputation, jobs, or lives
he said.
He added, “If excessive wage increases continue to be a facTeelucksingh also noted some nationals were blaming the to undertake a serious revolution for change.”
tor, then the unemployment levels would have to be affected,
Additionally, “Any social revolution needs proper leadership, because the money is just not there.”
justice system and the government.
“I believe that there are many institutions that have failed us. discipline, patience, and core values. The question is, ‘Do we
Imbert blamed the economic fallout from Covid-19 for the
For instance, our education system – from kindergarten to ter- possess these ingredients for the recipe of a social revolution?’” shortfall. Like most oil-and-gas-based economies, Covid-19
Teelucksingh also said the trigger factors such as age, gender, hit Trinidad and Tobago hard, Imbert said. Volatile commodtiary levels, should be focused on creating citizens who are caring. Our value systems need to be adjusted, our moral compass class, and innocence of the victim Andrea Bharatt generated this ity prices born out of reduced demand for fossil fuels started a
public outburst.
has to be recalibrated,” he added.
chain reaction, includ“I do not want to be accused of ‘attackCommenting on the national protests,
ing the shut down of
ing’ our culture, but we also need to considTeelucksingh said, “This public outcry is
several plants in the
er the fact that the cancellation of Carnival
not unique. The petitions, motorcades, and
downstream petrowas an important factor. The public was
words on social media reflect public disconchemical sector, and
focused on this murder of Andrea largely
tent, and usually occur in other parts of the
job losses in the wider
because there are no distractions such as
world.”
private sector.
fetes, competitions, and parties associated
In his analysis of the week-long response
This year was supwith Carnival,” he said.
where nationals took to the streets despite
posed to be the start of
Additionally, “We need to also note that
the semi-lockdown due to Covid-19 restrica long recovery camother facts, as Covid-19, unemployment,
tions, Teelucksingh noted the organised
paign with financial
and economic stagnation have all played
candlelight vigils and demonstrations were
stimuli in the agriculmajor roles in creating frustration.”
not only to highlight gender-based violence,
tural and construcSpeaking to the recent activity on the
but also to show public discontent over the
tion sectors. However,
streets either burning out, or growing into
regression of society.
as Imbert explained,
a catalyst for change, Teelucksingh said,
“Some have blamed men; but it’s a more
Covid-19 continues to
“If this incident fizzles out or escalates will
complex issue. We no longer value life; and
affect the bottom line.
Jerome Teelucksingh
Colm Imbert
depend on the commitment of persons who
this is the lowest point of human civilisa“The official budget
are at the forefront, the media, and also the popular support. estimate of revenue for the period October 1, 2020 to January
tion,” Teelucksingh said.
A comparative of events over the past two decades has It will also depend on whether businesses or wealthy persons 31, 2021, the first four months of the fiscal year, was based on
are willing to fund events, and other activities to maintain the all available information at the end of September 2020, and
revealed an alarming number of heinous crimes, he revealed.
“Our society has become desensitised to the killing and momentum.”
was (TT) $13.823 billion. However, primarily as a result of the
Teelucksingh also noted that reform of the Constitution, adverse effects of the pandemic, the actual revenue collection
harming of fellow human beings. The failure of our justice system, the high number of murders, and the inability to protect and the criminal justice system, would be difficult to achieve for this four-month period was $12.02 billion, a negative variour citizens seem like a remnant of our ugly past that occurred because of the politicising of major issues.
ance of $1.803 billion, or 13 percent less than the estimates,”
“We also need to remember that some of us who are protest- Imbert said.
during slavery and indentureship,” he added.
Said Teelucksingh: “The outrage we are witnessing is more ing are also supporters of the government, so they will be relucRevenue from taxes on income and profits was down by $436
of a social outburst rather than a social revolution. For many, tant to disrupt the status quo. And some of the protestors, who million or nine percent, and non-tax revenue was down by $1.43
the term ‘revolution’ signifies change, usually positive change. are supporters of the opposition, will also seek to gain political billion or 35 percent. The oil and gas sector took the biggest hit,
We have to remember that many of us are good at talking, points,” he added.
with taxes from oil companies missing its mark by 39.7 percent.

Imbert’s revelation a confession of dire fiscal woe

Imbert reveals T&T
revenues in decline

Many national issues layered into mass protests
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Govt questioned on vaccine procurement beyond COVAX
Port-of-Spain – Caroni East MP Dr Rishad Seecheran last
week raised the question in Parliament on whether the COVAX
facility would be capable of supplying enough Covid-19 vaccines to bring Trinidad and Tobago out of its present semilockdown.
Seecheran also expressed concern about the reports on
COVAX’s cash challenges, and its reported inability to meet the
goal of two billion doses. He said Minister
of Health Terrence Deyalsingh must put
in place agreements to raise the immunisation levels beyond COVAX’s 20 percent
allocation that is targeted for Trinidad and
Tobago.
Seecheran added if the government did
not move beyond the limited COVAX
allocation, “We as a nation would be in
a state of pandemic-induced lockdown,
as herd immunity would not have been
achieved.”
Earlier this month, Deyalsingh said
Trinidad and Tobago expects to receive
120,000 doses of the AstraZeneca-Oxford
Covid-19 vaccine by month end, or in
early March. It means 60,000 nationals
would be vaccinated, since two shots are
needed per person.
Dr Rishad
Last week, Deyalsingh said Trinidad
and Tobago is talking to four vaccine manufacturers with the
object of buying more.
In a statement issued later, Seecheran referred to Barbados’s
international request for vaccination for its citizens. Last week,
Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley announced that India
had agreed to give Barbados 100,000 Oxford-AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccines.
Seecheran said as of last week, 95 percent of all vaccinations
have been administered in just ten countries, and only two low

and middle-income countries had started its immunisation the quantity, and the timeline over which we see the delivery of
programmes.
these vaccines.”
He pointed to reports that COVAX only secured a fraction of
Seecheran said if there are no other means of accessing
the two billion doses it promised and is short on cash. COVAX additional vaccines, Deyalsingh must say if this will affect the
is a facility that was set up by the WHO to prevent imbalances government’s decision to open Trinidad and Tobago’s borders.
in distribution, and to avoid the international stampede for vacHe asked if the government was awaiting the richer nations
cines that has accompanied past epidemic outbreaks.
to control the pandemic, “before they let our nationals in”.
According to Seecheran, COVAX
needs $6.8 billion in 2021 to achieve its
ambitious goal. “Of the approximately 12
billion doses the pharmaceutical industry
is expected to produce in fiscal 2021,
about nine billion shots have already been
Port-of-Spain – Covid-19 vaccinations will begin three to
reserved by rich countries. Amid fears
COVAX can’t deliver, many developing five working days after the arrival of vaccines in Trinidad and
countries are pulling out entirely, or seek- Tobago, Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh said last week.
ing their own private deals with the vac- Frontline healthcare workers will be the first to receive the vaccines, he said.
cine manufacturers,” he said.
Deyalsingh said it would be the responsibility of the regional
Last week several international reports
health authorities to ensure frontline health workindicated a number of
ers were vaccinated in the first week. The vaccinaCOVAX signatories,
tion plan would then move on to non-communiincluding the UK and
cable disease clinic patients, social workers, and
Canada, are now directessential workers.
ly negotiating vaccine
He added that private-sector facilities had
deals with pharmaceuagreed to distribute free-of-charge vaccines suptical companies.
Seecheran
plied by the government in the second phase of
“Some of these
the vaccination rollout.
richer countries are investing generously in
The Health Ministry is concentrating on getCOVAX, but at the same time, they're underting enough vaccines to vaccinate 20 percent
mining that by taking doses off the market,
of the population. This move is in line with the
knowing that demand will outstrip supply,”
COVAX facility’s goal of vaccinating 20 percent
Seecheran said.
of the global population to end the acute phase of
He added, “Minister Deyalsingh should
Mia Mottley
the pandemic.
tell the nation if any other facility for vacSaid Deyalsingh: “Herd immunity will obviously take a lot
cines have been procured, other than Trinidad and Tobago
relying only on the COVAX facility; and if so, which vaccines, more time to move up to 50 or 70 percent. To give you an exact
date at this point in time, my crystal ball doesn’t take me so far
into the future.”
He added: “There is no magic percentage that will lead to
borders opening or rollback on restrictions. It will depend on
Port-of-Spain – The Opposition UNC is ready to meet with incompetence and non-performance.
a summit of stakeholders to work towards a comprehensive
She pointed out that there are other areas that need urgent number of vaccines, number of cases, number of fatalities, the
overhaul of the criminal justice system, Opposition Leader attention, such as the Coast Guard, the under-resourcing of the robustness of the healthcare response – all of those are factors
Kamla Persad-Bissessar said last week.
Police Service, CCTV camera footage, proper aerial surveil- that we would take into account before we decide on measures
Persad-Bissessar called for a robust and expedient criminal lance, inadequate courtroom facilities, protection of witnesses, to implement, or rollback.”
Deyalsingh said the ministry was also considering requiring
justice system rather than a temporary fix. She
and prison reform.
said the system needs to be fixed before intro“There are many laws on the statute books, travellers to have a Covid-19 vaccine, rather than a negative
ducing new laws. She also noted the shock that
but what is required is the implementation and PCR test.
“Our borders are still closed, and that conversation will start
after 15 years, DNA analysis in the Sean Luke
enforcement of those laws,” she said.
murder trial was still not ready.
Also, “The only way forward is not only in in earnest when the borders reopen, with guidance from the
Persad-Bissessar said the Opposition stated
legislation but a comprehensive overhaul of WHO. We are already preparing, just like we do for yellow fever:
the Evidence (Amendment) Bill, 2020, will not
the criminal justice system and that discus- if someone wants to travel, they can get their international vacaddress, in particular, the issues at the Trinidad
sion must take place with all the stakeholders cination card to show that they have been vaccinated, so that
any country that wants that, you will have it.”
and Tobago Forensic Science Centre. She added
involved.”
Deyalsingh also said his ministry would be willing to accept
that the UNC voiced its concerns regarding the
Persad-Bissessar noted the concerns of
mismanagement of the divisions of national
the Law Association and its call for “open vaccines from Barbados, with its Prime Minister Mia Mottley
security, in particular, the Forensic Centre.
and good faith dialogue among all stakehold- offering to share some of its 100,000 vaccines received from
“The Forensic Science Centre is plagued with Kamla Persad-Bissessar ers” of the criminal justice system. She said India with other Caribbean countries.
Said Deyalsingh: “The Barbados PM did indicate that they
a myriad of problems, which has fallen on deaf ears,” she stated. the Opposition clearly expressed its concerns regarding the
had received 100,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, which
Also, “With problems such as staffing, a ridiculous backlog of Evidence (Amendment) Bill, 2020.
cases, failure to operationalise the DNA database and populate
Persad-Bissessar said this Bill in its present form only I think may be distributed to some territories. We are in a posithe DNA databank inevitably has led to the sluggish pace of requires a simple majority, and can be passed with the govern- tion to accept any vaccine that is certified and goes through the
criminal cases in court. We have now seen the true state of the ment’s support alone, as the Attorney General has yet again regulatory process by the WHO. Once that criterion is met, we
have absolutely no problem in taking part in that vaccination
forensic pathology department of the Forensic Science Centre.” removed the special majority requirement.
Persad-Bissessar said the Forensic Centre falls directly under
“We condemn the Attorney General for his false narrative programme. Once it meets regulatory muster, we are ready, willthe portfolio of National Security Minister Stuart Young, and that somehow the Opposition is required to support this piece ing, and able to co-operate with Barbados, and we look forward
to receiving some.”
the issues at the Centre are an indictment on his continued of law,” she said.

Vaccination rollout
in days after arrival

Fix criminal justice system first says UNC

Hot & cold, govt flip-flops, giving go-ahead to pepper spray for women

Port-of-Spain – The use of pepper spray for members of
He added, “There is an issue in this country about PH taxithe public has been approved by the National Security Council, drivers. Everybody’s child is afraid. People are worried. The
Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi announced last Thursday.
vulnerable, the visually impaired... the placards and the vigils
The decision to go ahead with the approval
say protect our women. They ask for regulation
was made in response to protests and increasof the PH taxi industry. We say we have already
ing calls by nationals to legalise the use of nonbegun that work.”
lethal weapons, among them pepper spray, to
He said people would be able to scan the car
give vulnerable women a “fighting chance”.
on a mobile app and get the name of the driver,
Earlier last week, Agriculture Minister
the owner of the car, and whether there are
Clarence Rambharat warned pepper spray can
criminal charges pending against the person.
be deadlier than a firearm, and indicated the
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar,
NSC was considering a report.
women’s groups, and the Commissioner of
Al-Rawi later made the announcement at a
Police Gary Griffith, are all in favour of the use
public meeting, saying: “I can tell you I have
of pepper spray.
drafted the law already because of the direcGriffith had recommended its used to
Clarence Rambharat
tion of the Prime Minister, after the Minister
Al-Rawi as far back as last December, saying it
of National Security did the prudent thing to bring policy
approved by experts as to what should be done. Because it is
a double-edged sword… in the wrong hands it can be used
against you. But we deserve a fighting chance.”
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could save lives. He said he had researched the matter, and said
its use could save the lives of women.
“It is an avenue of escape,” Griffith insisted. One spray on
an attacker could give a woman a chance to escape a dangerous

situation, he said.
Griffith also recommended that it be a regulated item like a
firearm to minimise it falling into the wrong hands.
Speaking in the House of Representatives earlier this month,
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said the government must take steps to legislate the use of pepper spray and
tasers so women can use it to protect themselves.
Also, last week Independent Senator Paul Richards filed a
motion calling for the legalisation of pepper spray.
Said Richards, “If it saves one life, it is worth it. If it gives
women hope that the authorities... are hearing their cries on a
daily basis, on a weekly basis, it is worth it. There are some who
comment that it can get into the hands of criminals. Well guess
what? Criminals already have guns and knives. They are raping
and abusing women daily with impunity.”
However, it appears the government remained hesistant,
with Ramhbarat continuing to insist that pepper spray “could
be more lethal than a firearm in the wrong hands”.
Days later, with mass national protests following Andrea
Bharatt’s murder, the government finally changed its mind.
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Click here for all Junglee songs

Charm, beauty, delightful escapism mark Junglee
By Madhulika Liddle
decide that a “change of air” will be good for Mala – so Mala
And a changed Shekhar. He is a complete madcap, wild and
or a lot of people of my generation – or those younger
will accompany Shekhar to Kashmir.
more playful than Raj could ever have imagined.
than me, who have seen Shammi Kapoor in his earlier
We now follow Shekhar to Kashmir (where, though he
They head back to town, and Raj discovers that Mala has
films, this is the film that is probably representative of
is ostensibly gone on work, he seems to spend all his time
had her baby (still hidden from Shekhar). Unfortunately,
Shammi Kapoor: the ‘Yahoo! Kapoor’ as a friend of mine says
skiing, wandering through gardens, or doing anything but
Shekhar and Raj’s new-found love hits a barrier: he has to
with a sneer.
work). One day, as he is going along a snowy slope, Shekhar
return to Bombay. But he’s already asked Raj’s father for
Junglee is one of the major successes of Shammi Kapoor’s
encounters Rajkumari ‘Raj’ (Saira Banu, in her debut film).
her hand in marriage, and so they’re able to part with the
heyday. It is also, with Shammi’s wild whooping and crazy
Raj is the daughter of a doctor (Moni Chatterjee), and is
anticipation of that.
antics in songs like ‘Suku Suku’, an important reason for him
an outspoken, impish girl who is
Back in Bombay, people are in
getting saddled with that ‘Yahoo! Kapoor’ epithet.
neither in the least intimidated by
for a surprise. The office staff are
But for me, Junglee is more. It’s a sweet little romance,
Shekhar’s scowls, nor his snapping
shocked – and pleasantly surprised
uncomplicated and lovely, and with some fabulous music. And
and snarling.
– at the sudden change in Shekhar,
it actually allows Shammi Kapoor to show off his skills as a
A few days later, while Shekhar
who has gone from being tyrant to
thespian, and not just a whooper and neck-jerker.
is not at home, Mala begins to
chummy boss. Shekhar’s mother is
More on that later; for now, a synopsis.
feel unwell and has to go visit the
horrified to find him hugging her
Chandrashekhar ‘Shekhar’ (Shammi Kapoor) is the son of a
doctor – who, as we know, is Raj’s
instead of maintaining a decorous
very wealthy widow (Lalita Pawar). His mother has modelled
father. He examines her, and in
and respectful distance – and she
Shekhar (and herself) on the tenets propounded by her late
his conversation, tells her that she
finds that she actually likes it.
husband, whose portrait hangs in the house. Shekhar’s father
has only about three months to go,
Shekhar’s intended – the princess
had believed in all-encompassing discipline: no laughter, no
and this is her first baby, if he isn’t
of Aamgarh – and her debt-riddled
childish frivolity, nothing that is silly and dishonourable. That
mistaken…? Mala is devastated [I
relatives have, however, been
is how Shekhar has been brought up, and he’s a grim, unsmiling
am amazed at how naïve so many
clamouring to hurry up with the
man.
Hindi film heroines can be; isn’t it a
betrothal. So Shekhar is bullied into
Shekhar has returned to India after three years abroad, and
little far-fetched for a woman who’s
going and paying them a visit. He
his reunion with his mother is marked by the stiff formality one
six months pregnant to not know?]
manages, with some lunatic antics,
Raj (Saira Banu) in her Sadhu disguise
would expect of a pair such as this.
Once away from the doctor’s,
to convince the Aamgarh lot that
When he goes to office of the vast business he controls,
Mala heads for the nearest cliff and tries to fling herself off, but he is quite mad. But they decide to ignore that minor flaw;
Shekhar shows he’s not going to tolerate any nonsense there
is saved just in time by – another coincidence – Raj. Raj takes
the bridegroom’s millions will nicely make up for any mental
either. The manager (Shivraj) whom Shekhar had, as a child,
her back to the hospital, has her admitted, and firmly tells
shortcomings in the groom himself.
played with and called Chachaji (‘uncle’), is brusquely told that
her to put all thought of committing suicide out of her mind.
So we’re in a bit of a mess here. Shekhar is engaged to a
he had better remember he’s just the manager. An employee
When Mala voices her anxiety about Shekhar’s reaction to all
gold-digger, while the girl he really wants to marry is far away
is reprimanded for being ten seconds late. Shekhar’s secretary
of this, Raj says she’ll handle Shekhar. I like this girl; she’s got
in Kashmir. His mother is adamant that the princess is the
Rita, when she phones from hospital to beg for leave because
so much backbone.
only girl she’ll let him marry – because Shekhar’s father, after
her boyfriend had an accident, is summoned to the office and
Raj’s ‘handling of Shekhar’ consists largely of driving him up all, had given his word, and there is no greater dishonour than
told that she has a choice: either she quits work, or quits her
the wall. Shekhar finds himself tripped up, dumped in a water
to go back on the word of one’s own father.
romance.
channel, his shoe stolen,
And in all the flurry, there is the small matter of Mala and
This man is an unfeeling
his motorboat driven off
Jeevan’s baby…
brute.
with him left floundering
What I liked about this film
There is one person in
in its wake… he’s even
Just about everything. The story’s simple; there are no
the household, though,
bullied into taking flowers complicated plots and side plots cluttering up the background;
who is not cast in the
for his poor invalid sister
and the climax is neat and not unnecessarily prolonged. [I hate
same mould. Shekhar’s
in the hospital.
it when the hero has to spend all of the last half-hour of a film
younger sister Mala
Meanwhile, Mala’s
bashing up the villains. We know he’s going to win, dammit –
(Shashikala) – even though
getting close to her due
get on with it!]
she isn’t openly rebellious
date. Shekhar has been
But, what I particularly love about Junglee
– is a happy, cheery girl,
coming to see her every
(a) The sheer eye candy. Saira Banu and Shammi Kapoor
whose romancing Jeevan
day. They must contrive
are gorgeous; and, (b) the romance; yes, the gorgeousness of
(Anoop Kumar), a clerk
now to get Shekhar
the leads contributes to that, but there are sweet little scenes
in Shekhar’s office. They
away for a couple of
that actually build up the romance.
know well enough that
weeks; otherwise he’ll
For example, when Raj and Shekhar are stuck in the hut
Shekhar and his mother
soon know the truth.
during the blizzard, and all that follows after he sees her lying
will throw a fit when they
Raj takes it upon herself
asleep… this is also one scene that prompted me to write
realise that Mala is in love
to send Shekhar away.
that bit in the beginning of this post about Shammi Kapoor
with a mere clerk, but that
This she accomplishes
showing his acting skills.
Shekhar (Shammi Kapoor) with Raj (Saira Banu)
doesn’t stop them.
by disguising herself as a
The dawning realisation that Raj is not the pest he has
Meanwhile, Shekhar, now that he’s back home in India,
sadhu [a very poor disguise, I may add – and those beautifully
always considered her – the realisation that he is actually very
has been told by his mother that it’s time to honour the longmanicured nails aren’t often seen on sadhus].
attracted to her – and then the discovery that he really loves
ago promise that Shekhar’s father had made to the Raja of
In her sadhu disguise, Raj meets Shekhar and ‘predicts’ that
her – are beautifully reflected in his face.
Aamgarh: that Shekhar, when grown up, would marry the
Shekhar is being tormented by a girl. He can rid himself of
(c) The songs. Shankar-Jaikishan are in their element in
princess (Azra) of Aamgarh.
her irritating presence if he goes to the shrine at Sheshnag and
Junglee, with some lovely tunes (yes, one – ‘Suku suku’ –
Shekhar agrees, a message is sent to Aamgarh, and the
prays there constantly for 15 days. For someone who is such
borrowed, but still). I especially love ‘Jaa jaa jaa mere bachpan’,
princess’s brother (Rajan Haksar) arrives. As a token of the
a curmudgeon, Shekhar agrees quite readily. I’d have expected
‘Mere yaar shabba-khair’, and ‘Kashmir ki kali hoon main’.
agreement, an heirloom sword is handed over to Shekhar from him to be rather more suspicious.
But my all-time favourite is the wonderful ‘Ehsaan tera hoga
Aamgarh. In return, Shekhar’s mother gives Rs 10,000 and a
Having sent Shekhar off to Sheshnag, Raj returns happily
mujhpar’. The lyrics are beautiful, the music melodious – and
valuable necklace for the princess.
to Mala’s side – only to discover that an awful blizzard has hit
the picturisation of both the male and the female versions
However, she makes one stipulation: that the wedding be
Sheshnag and some people have died. And that is where she
sublime [that beseeching look in Shammi’s face when he is
held only a few months later, since Shekhar has to go on urgent has sent Shekhar off to! Oh, no.
singing it to her; and the pain in his face when she sings it to
business to Kashmir. The prince of Aamgarh tries to plead, but
So Raj sets off at once to stop Shekhar. He flies into a rage
him in his dream… mmm].
Shekhar’s mother is sternly adamant.
when he realises the prank she’d pulled on him, and they end
(d) I can’t help but put this in: the heroine. Saira Banu’s Raj
The scene now shifts to Aamgarh, where we are shown
up caught in the blizzard. After much stumbling about in the
is such a refreshing change from the usual simpering beauty
the real reason behind the hurry to get the princess married
flying snow, and with a roaring gale all around, they find a
(or, conversely the silly-and-rather-naïve beauty) that is a
to Shekhar. The Raja, his son and daughter live in a mansion
deserted hut and stumble into it.
hallmark of old Hindi films. This one is sweet and feminine,
that’s obviously seen far better days; it’s now falling apart, faded
They get stuck in the hut for the night, the next day and the
but she also has a terrific sense of humour, loads of spunk, and
and battered. There is a line of creditors outside, all of them
night following. It’s all very innocent – Raj is her chirpy self,
a generally sensible head on her shoulders. I love her; such a
clamouring for their debts to be cleared.
pulling Shekhar’s leg at every opportunity, and he’s as sulky
perfect match for Shammi Kapoor’s Shekhar.
Fortunately for the degenerate Raja and his equally
and snappish as ever.
What I didn’t like
degenerate son, there is the Rs 10,000 that Shekhar’s mother has
But something’s slowly happening here, and Shekhar,
The forced funniness in places. One scene that especially
given. They quickly distribute that, and look forward eagerly
waking on the first morning, sees Raj lying asleep –
irritates me is the one involving Asit Sen as a doctor who is
to when Shekhar gets back from Kashmir and the princess
And has to literally run from the hut – on the pretext of
brought in to examine Shekhar.
can marry him and they can all loll about happily in all that
chopping firewood, even though there’s a snowstorm outside
Also, I thought the ‘makeover’ of Shekhar from stern tyrant
gorgeous wealth.
– because, as he says when Raj ingenuously questions him, she
to unmitigated joker was too drastic. He could have become
In Bombay, Shekhar and Mala’s mother have discovered
has no idea what storms he has to face. Raj, thankfully is not a
a sweeter person, “softened by love” so to say, but this change
Mala sneaking off (to meet Jeevan, though she doesn’t tell her
naïve moron, and realises what is happening. There are loads
was too abrupt, and too over the top to be swallowed.
mother that). Mum figures out that Mala is “up to no good”,
of tension here, but nothing does happen, except that they
Who cares, though? I love Junglee for its charm, its beauty,
and this is confirmed by the manager, who happens to have
have now run out of food and the storm doesn’t seem to be
its embodiment of all the delightful escapism that makes so
seen Jeevan and Mala together. Mala and Shekhar’s mother
abating… But it does, and they wake to a new, sunny morning. many Shammi Kapoor films addictive for me.
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Treasures of Grasslands stalks, documents elusive Indian wolf
By Surbhi Gupta
group of nature enthusiasts and photographers from
Pune, in constant search for new subjects to document
in the wild, came across the Indian Wolf in the lesserknown grasslands of Saswad, 30 kilometres from the secondlargest city in Maharashtra in 2009.
What followed was a decade long documentation of the
varied fauna of the region that has resulted in a documentary
film titled Treasures of Grasslands.
It has been doing the rounds of film festivals in India, and
was recently screened at the All Living Things Environmental
Film Festival.
“When we first started going to the grasslands, we captured
the hyena on our cameras, which is a rare animal to spot in
broad daylight. Soon after, we spotted the wolf. While initially
we were only clicking photographs and had not thought
of making a film, eventually we started shooting videos to
document its behaviour,” says Milind Raut, a marketing
professional based in Pune, and one of the cinematographers
of the film.
When they started telling people about the presence of the
species in the region, they realised that not many knew about it,
even in the forest department.
“Not many had seen the wolf, and did not know the
difference between it and a jackal. We used to show them
photographs, and they were in awe. The locals used to call it a
baagh. Hence, we decided to make a film to spread awareness
about the fauna in the region, as the impact of seeing a moving
image is greater than seeing a still image. It’s a starting point for
some efforts towards its conservation,” he said.
Spotting their first wolf happened at its own time and pace.
“Someone told us there are 25 of them in an area, someone
said 20, some told us to return at night. We continued with our
recce [reconnaissance] to find the wolf. Then, on one of our
regular outings, at a place where people had told us there used
to be wolves, but are no longer there, we unexpectedly saw a
pair. This was during a trip when we were not actively finding
one,” said Raut.
The Indian Wolf is a Schedule 1 Species under Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.
The team of eight, which has now grown to 14, had to start

A

to our film. Grasslands are usually neglected and considered
wastelands, that’s why we named it Treasures of Grasslands, as
people are not aware of the rich fauna in these areas. However, at
the moment, the ecological assessment report is being prepared
by the authorities and environmental lobbies are at work,” he
said.
The first-time filmmakers said that they had added
challenges on the field, as compared to professional
filmmakers, as they were working in a human-dominated
habitat and with a limited support system.
“Tracking animals is also tough, as we can’t go regularly
as we have our day jobs and when we return, the landscape
changes along with animal routes. Our footage is shot over five
to six years, unlike other filmmakers who shoot over a season.
Moreover, the wildlife in this region is shy and nocturnal,” said
Treasures of Grasslands was recently screened at the Godbole.
All Living Things Environmental Film Festival
However, their film has increased the city-dwellers’ interest
from scratch, as none of them had any prior experience in
in the grasslands and its fauna.
filmmaking, editing, or production.
“Wildlife photography has found popularity in the last
“We assembled a crew among ourselves and started
decade, and people now want to discover lesser-known
speaking to filmmakers and editors, and picked up skills as
wildlife. After we started posting on social media, a lot of
we worked. Now everyone is
people have started visiting these
well-versed with the medium,”
areas, which has boosted the
said Mihir Godbole, a diamond
conservation cause that we’re
jeweller, who is the co-director of
aiming at,” said Rau.
the film.
He added, “More people are
Over the course of the last
talking about it. A decade ago
decade, they searched the
only four to five vehicles were
grasslands for all signs of life,
there, and now on holidays and
and interacted extensively with
weekends, 20-30 vehicles are
the Dhangar community in the
visiting these grasslands, which
region.In the film, we also meet
is good for awareness, but again
the Indian fox, striped hyena, the
there should be some regulation.”
jungle cat, and black-naped hare,
The Pune-based group, which
among others.
is now on social media as ‘The
The team behind the Treasures of Grasslands
The film also highlights how in
Grasslands Trust’, have now
2016 the announcement of Purandar international airport gave
translated the film into Marathi, which will be screened for
a boost to the real estate projects around the grasslands, which is locals in Saswad and the small towns surrounding it.
an unprotected area.
They are also working smaller series of films that will be
“They started working on these projects and fencing the area, shared on social media as “viewer attention is difficult to
which was affecting the habitat. This further gave a purpose
capture”.

Bollywood star Rajiv Kapoor dies at age 58

B

ollywood actor and producer Rajiv Kapoor died
suddenly on February 9, 2021 after a heart attack. The
58-year-old suffered a massive cardiac arrest, following
which Randhir Kapoor rushed him to Inlaks Hospital,
which was the closest medical facility near their residence in
Chembur. The doctors declared Rajiv dead on arrival.
Heartbroken film industry friends paid tribute to the star, a
member of India's famous Kapoor acting dynasty.
Late actor Rishi Kapoor’s wife and Rajiv’s sister-inlaw Neetu Kapoor offered her condolences on her official
Instagram page.
“He passed away about 1.30 p.m. due to heart attack,” Rajiv's
film director brother Randhir said in a statement.
Actor Neil Nitin Mukesh said on social media: ”Devastated!!
Another big loss to the family one of my most favourite people
in the world. Love him so so dearly. Don’t remember a Happy
Moment without him. Chimpu uncle, we will miss you.”
Actor and model Divya Dutta wrote: “That’s a terribly
shocking news. RIP Rajeev Kapoor.”
Rajiv Kapoor was cremated after a small family funeral on
the same evening of his death.
Nephew Ranbir Kapoor, one of India’s biggest stars, and his
British actress girlfriend Alia Bhatt were among the mourners.
A family statement said: “Due to the current pandemic
circumstances, there will be no chautha held for the late Mr
Rajiv Kapoor for safety reasons. May his soul rest in peace. The
entire Raj Kapoor family is a part of your grief too.”
Rajiv was the youngest son of celebrated actor and
filmmaker Raj Kapoor. His other siblings were brothers
Randhir and Rishi, and sisters Ritu Nanda, and Rima Jain.
His eldest sister Ritu Nanda, and brother Rishi Kapoor passed
away in January and April last year, respectively.
Randhir expressed his grief at having lost several family
members in quick succession. He also spoke about the
personal toll that losing three of his siblings in the span of a
year has taken on him.
Ritu Nanda died in January 2020, and Rishi Kapoor died in
April.
“I don't know what’s happening. I was equally close to Rishi
and Rajiv. I have lost four people from my family – my mother
Krishna Kapoor (October 2018), eldest sister Ritu (January 14,
2020), Rishi, and now Rajiv. These four were my... core, with
whom I did most of my talking,” he said.
“Rajiv was a very gentle and extremely jovial person. It is
so tough to believe that he is gone. He had no medical history.
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His health was simply fine; he had no problems whatsoever,”
he said.
About the day of Rajiv’s death, Randhir said, “Well, I have
a 24-hour nurse since I have a bit of a problem in walking due
to a nerve-related issue. The nurse went to wake him up in
the morning at about 7:30 a.m. and he did not respond. She
detected that his pulse was very low and dropping further. We
rushed him to the hospital, but all efforts to save him failed.
And, now I am left alone in this house.”
Rajiv was best known for playing the leading role in his
father’s last film as director, Ram Teri Ganga Maili in 1985. He
also starred in a series of other hits including Aasmaan, Lover
Boy, Mera Saathi, and Hum To Chale Pardes.
He was last seen in Zimmedaar. Rajiv produced Henna in
1991, directed by his brother Randhir, and in 1996 he made
his directorial debut with Prem Granth, starring his brother
Rishi. He also produced Aa Ab Laut Chalen in 1999, which was
directed by Rishi Kapoor. Rajiv married architect and fashion
designer Aarti Sabharwal in 2001. They had no children, and
divorced after two years.

Rajiv Kapoor

Sons of celebrated filmmaker Raj Kapoor and his wife Krishna.
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New Windies culture emerging - Simmons

A

culture change is underway in the West Indies Test players, the core of the batting group, opted out of the tour.
setup that is being driven by the arrival of new players
Debuts were handed to Mayers and Bonner, along with leftwith improved attitudes and the character necessary hander Shayne Moseley, in the opening Test. With little hope
to excel in the international arena, Windies’ head coach, Phil of winning, particularly after being set an imposing total in
Simmons said last week.
the final session of the fourth day, Simmons said the maturity
He made the comments
shown by the group to win
following the astonishing
the match had been extraorand record-breaking first
dinary.
Test victory by West Indies
Said Simmons: “It’s an
against Bangladesh earlier this
incredible feeling. To watch
month, the Caribbean Media
this team come from where
Corporation reported.
we’ve come from, from all the
Simmons’ comments came
negative talk we’ve had since
after the West Indies successwe left the Caribbean, and
fully completed the fifth highhave a performance like this est run chase in history over
it’s unbelievable.”
Bangladesh, taking the game
He said victory had never
by three wickets in the openbeen off the cards in the West
ing Test. At the same time,
Indies planning, but it was a
Simmons praised the side’s
matter of being strategic in
Corner shot: The ball speeds away from Mayers’ bat
inexperienced players for the
each session.
commitment shown in recent Tests.
“It is a case of working out: we have 90 overs – how are we
The win over a stunned Bangladesh saw Kyle Mayers accu- going to section it off. As long as we [didn’t] lose wickets early
mulating an unbeaten 210 alongside yet another debutant on, I knew that the power of Kyle, and how he can hit the ball
Nkrumah Bonner, who scored 86. Together the batsmen added [would be a threat],” he said.
216 for the fourth wicket, which was the head of the spear that
He added, “So we just had to section it off and make sure
took West Indies to the required 395 runs for victory. The Test that by lunch if we get 70, 80 runs, next session if we get close
was played at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium.
to a hundred runs and then in the last 30 overs if we’re needSaid Simmons: “The guys went about it in a way that even I, ing three, four even five runs per over, [the (bowlers] would be
during the day, couldn’t believe these were guys making their tired. The wicket didn’t look like it was getting as bad as people
debut. And I must say, there are a lot of changes happening. We were talking about, and it still played well, and that’s all we had
had two guys [Chemar Holder and Joshua Da Silva] who made to do.”
their debuts in the last Test we played [against New Zealand],
Simmons also praised the leadership of interim captain
and showed the attitudes we want in this team; and then we Kraigg Brathwaite, who he said had been inspirational.
have three guys here now making their debut, and showing the
He said: “In this Test match I am happy for the captain. He
attitude we want.”
came down here the last time [in 2018] and got [beaten in the
He added, “So the attitude and the culture… are changing, two-Test series] and he’s come back this time with the attitude
which is what I want to see, and I am happy to see it. [Character] and the grind. He’s given the players [the attitude that], ‘We
is huge and the character is forming here.”
must grind through this. I was here the last time and I’m not
For the Bangladesh tour, the selectors were forced to include going to go through that again’. So I am happy for him that he
four uncapped players in the 15-man squad after six first choice got this victory too.”

Mayers’ match lights small flame of hope

T

he enthusiasm for the future of West Indies cricket
was back on the register earlier this month when the
victory by an under-strength West Indies cricket team
against Bangladesh in the First Test match hit a few West Indies
critics for six. In fact, the astonishing performance by the inexperienced team, particularly the batting by Kyle Mayers and
Nkrumah Bonner, revived hopes that the fountain of regional
talent is not as dry as a few critics feared.
This was the view from Trinidad and Tobago Cricket Board
president Azim Bassarath following the record-breaking win,
the Trinidad Guardian reported last week. The victory came
from the highest run chase in a Test match on the Asian subcontinent. It was also the fifth highest run chase in Test history.
Bassarath said Player-of-the-Match Kyle Mayers was deserving of the highest commendations for rewriting the Test history
books with his 210 not out in his first Test match.
Said Bassarath: “We are especially proud of Kyle; he is a product of our own National Cricket League in Trinidad and Tobago,
having played club cricket for FCB Clarke Road United,” said
Bassarath.
He added, “It was one of the greatest comebacks for a win
in Test history, led by Mayers, who we remember was a star
on the West Indies team at the 2012 Under-19 ICC World
Championship.”
Bassarath also noted: “The entire team must also share in the
credit as they fought… with a never-say-die attitude that rejuvenated the faltering faith of regional cricket supporters.”
He also commented on the new-look West Indies, noting it
was a revelation, and a sign that the reserve of cricket talent is
not diminished.
According to Bassarath, the new crop of young players has
given the regional selectors much food for thought, and they
have placed pressure on the established stars that chose not to
travel to Bangladesh.
Bassarath said he was heartened and greatly encouraged
by the determination and resilience shown by the touring
Bangladesh team.
ESPNcricinfo reported last week Mayers saying he had faith in
himself and his team-mates. Mayers won Player-of-the-Match
for his record-breaking debut double century.
“I am always a positive person. I always believe in my abilities
and the team, and I always was positive [to finish the chase],”
Mayers said.
He added: “We never gave up. We always said in the dressing
room that we need to keep fighting. The captain and coach told
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Match lit: Mayers took the Player-of-the-Match award
the bowlers as well, that you need to keep fighting on a pitch
like this. [Gabriel] Shannon put in great effort to lead the way.”
Mayers noted it was a “great feeling” to be playing Test
cricket.
Additionally, “Then to go on and score a century, and then
to make it a double, and then going on to win this Test. I [am]
thankful to my team-mates, my coaches, and family back home.
A guy making his debut and making a double should inspire all
youngsters to work hard and reach this level.”
Team captain Kraigg Brathwaite was also among the runs in
the first innings with a top score of 76. He said the team had
been fueled by the losses in the 2018 tour of Bangladesh, when
they were defeated in both Tests in under three days.
Brathwaite also denied suggestions that he had been dealt a
shorthand with a “depleted” squad.
“I won’t say it was a depleted side. I was very confident when
leaving with this side. We were outplayed in 2018, and we were
confident we would do better this time,” Brathwaite said.
“I have believed in this team from day one. It’s just about
believing in ourselves and backing our plans,” he added.

Ezra Moseley
January 5th, 1958 – February 6th, 2021

West Indies mourn
Moseley’s passing

C

ricket West Indies paid tribute to former Barbados
and West Indies cricketer and former Women’s
T20 World Cup-winning assistant coach, Ezra
Alphonsa Moseley, who passed away on February 6 in his
native Barbados, the Barbados Nation reported. According
to the publication, Moseley was riding a bicycle for exercise, was hit by a vehicle, and died at the scene. He was 63
when he died.
Moseley played two Test matches against England in
1990, and nine One-Day Internationals between 19901991. He had an outstanding professional career with
Glamorgan in English County Cricket, and in South
Africa for Eastern Province and Northern Transvaal.
In his career he played 76 matches and took 279 wickets, at an average of 23.31 runs per wicket. He also took
102 wickets in 79 List A matches. He was the assistant
coach when the West Indies Women’s team won the
International Cricket Council Women’s T20 World Cup in
India in 2016, and was the current coach of the Barbados
Women’s team.
According to Wikipedia, after he retired from cricket,
Moseley coached at The St Michael School, where he
was instrumental in the development of Jason Holder,
who now captains West Indies. Moseley also served as a
selector for the men's and women's squad of the Barbados
national cricket team.
CWI’s director of cricket Jimmy Adams said it was a
shock to hear the tragic news of Moseley’s passing.
“The entire CWI family is deeply saddened. Ezra was
one of our region’s premier fast bowlers from the late
1970s through the 1980s and into the early 1990s when he
went on to play for the West Indies after playing professionally in the Caribbean, England, and South Africa,”
Adams said.
He added, “After his playing days were over, Ezra continued to serve cricket in the region by coaching at the
junior levels in Barbados, and moving into positions with
our international women’s team. On behalf of CWI, I want
to extend our sincere condolences to his family and let
them know they are in our thoughts and prayers at this
time.”
CWI’s cricket operations manager, Roland Holder said
Moseley “was an excellent team man and a fantastic cricketer, with the ability to swing the ball both ways”.
He added, “He was someone you would want to walk
onto the field with. He made a great contribution to cricket
as a player and a coach, and contributed immensely to
the growth and development of many young men and
women.”
West Indies Women’s team all-rounder Deandra Dottin
described Moseley as “a very good cricket coach who
helped the players in all departments, and… was a great
team player”.
Said Dottin: “As a member of the Barbados team, we
benefited from his coaching and advice, and also when he
was our coach with the West Indies team. It’s a really sad
day to see him gone. He did a fantastic job for the players
and the game. He was a wonderful man.”
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West Indies take Series 2-0 in Bangladesh

A

CWI photo

n understrength West Indies
a 44-ball half-century. In his half-centeam beat Bangladesh by 17
tury knock, Iqbal hit eight of the nine
runs in a thrilling second Test
boundaries that were struck in an openat the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium
ing stand to raise 59 off the first 12 overs
in Dhaka, taking the series 2-0. The side
of the chase.
was minus ten core players, among them
He drove fluently against seam,
captain Jason Holder, who opted out of
and chipped down the wicket against
the tour due to Covid-19 concerns.
Rahkeen Cornwall, and at times easily
Chasing 231 to draw the series, Bansweeping away Jomel Warrican.
gladesh seemed set to level the series
Sensing the need for a different apearly, at one point forging ahead with a
proach, Brathwaite himself took the
healthy 101-3, but eventually succumbball. Right away the move prove sucing to 213 all out on the fourth Day that
cessful, with Brathwaite sending Sousaw play extended into the evening.
mya Sarkar back to the dressing room
Captain Kraigg Brathwaite led the
with his first ball.
visitors in a series that saw him calm
Setting up the bowling attack as an
while under pressure on the field, while
attack trio, aided by the deteriorating
carrying an additional responsibility on
pitch, the spinners relentlessly domihis shoulders with having to prove an
nated and so turned the game around,
understrength West Indies could perCornwall ending with 4-105, Brathwaite
form as winners.
3-25, and Warrican 3-47.
It turned out Brathwaite led the team
“Coming here without some players,
out of its drought in both Tests, after
with the protocols and so on – [I am]
being washed out by Bangladesh in the
very thankful to God for opportunity to
earlier three ODIs.
captain West Indies,” Brathwaite said,
In the first Test, a refreshed West Inadding, “[The] boys stuck to their plans;
Fever pitch jubilation: West Indies celebrate after the
dies chased 395 runs, in what was the
they were very disciplined.”
second Test victory, ably supported on the capable
fifth-highest successful pursuit in Test
Cornwall bowled nearly half of West
shoulders of Rakeem Cornwall at centre
history, taking a remarkable win thanks
Indies’ 61-odd overs, and finished with
to debutant Kyle Mayers’ unbeaten, record- ing pitch in the fourth innings, it seem Tamim a match haul of nine wickets. Nkrumah BonIqbal would work his way through the cracks ner took the player-of-the-series award for his
breaking 210 not out.
In the second Test, batting on a deteriorat- to still take the win, his focus rewarded with 231 runs.

Flighted delivery puts Pakistan, Zimbabwe in tailspin

Z

imbabwe Cricket and the Pakistan
Cricket Board mutually agreed to call
off the remainder of the Pakistan women’s ongoing tour of Zimbabwe, Cricinfo reported last week. The announcement was made
following the visiting side’s carrier, Emirates
Airlines, announcing it had suspended its flight
operations on the Harare-Dubai route from
February 13-February 28, 2021.
Pakistan won the opening 50-over match
earlier this month, and were due to play the
second one-dayer last Friday. The three-match
50-over series were originally planned to be
followed by three T20Is, with the final match,
held within a biosecure bubble in Harare, set
for February 20.
Pakistan were originally scheduled to leave
Zimbabwe on February 21. However, following
Emirates Airlines’ announcement, both boards
decided to end the tour.
“It is unfortunate that the Pakistan Women’s
team have had to cut short their stay in Zimbabwe as a precautionary move after some
unforeseen air travel complications arose, but
their concern is understandable,” ZC managing

director Givemore Makoni said.
“Nonetheless, we would like to thank the
PCB for having in the first place committed
to the historic tour, which we have no doubt
would have been memorable and a massive
boost for our women’s game had it not been
discontinued. We hope to host them again in
the near future,” Makoni added.
PCB Chief Executive Wasim Khan said: “It
has been a difficult decision considering Zimbabwe Cricket had put in place excellent arrangements for the series. But the decision by
Emirates Airlines to suspend all flights to and
from Harare… has meant that we have to bring
the squad back... We thank Zimbabwe Cricket
for their understanding and support, and hope
to return at some stage to complete this additional tour.”
The abandonment of the tour comes as a
blow especially for Zimbabwe, for whom the
series opener marked their first international
appearance in almost two years. Both Zimbabwe, which does not hold ODI status, and Pakistan, were using the tour as part of their preparations for the upcoming ICC Women’s World

Cup Qualifier for the 2022 tournament proper
in New Zealand. The ten-team qualifying tournament is scheduled to be held in June-July this
year in Sri Lanka.
The Emirates Airlines’ latest operations restrictions also affect if and how the Zimbabwe
men’s team will get to the UAE for their series
against Afghanistan, which starts on March 1.
The men’s team is due to leave Zimbabwe on
February 19, and the Emirates flights are suspended until February 28. An option would be
for them to fly on Ethiopian Air.
Emirates has also suspended flights to South
Africa until February 28, which means the
Pakistan women and Zimbabwe men are unable to fly to Johannesburg, and then onwards.
It is also the reason why the South Africa Test
team chartered a flight into Pakistan, and the
T20 took Qatar Airways to Pakistan.
Last week, Ireland men’s limited-overs tour
of Zimbabwe, originally scheduled for April,
was postponed indefinitely after ZC advised
Cricket Ireland against going ahead with the
tour owing to the Covid-19 situation in the African nation.

Kyle Mayers
Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne also slipped
to Number 4 as a result of Root's gain. However, Kane Williamson at Number 1 and Steven
Smith at Number 2 retained their positions in
the table. With 883 rating points, Root is ahead
of Kohli for the first time since November 2017,
and as of last week was 36 points behind Wil-

liamson and eight behind Smith.
There were gains for England in the bowling
department, with James Anderson rising to the
third spot from sixth, moving past Neil Wagner, Josh Hazlewood, and Tim Southee, following his match haul of 5 for 63 in the first Test.
Stuart Broad, who was not in the playing XI
in Chennai, is only four rating points ahead of
him at Number 2 in the chart, which is led by
Australia’s Pat Cummins.
England spinners Jack Leach and Dom Bess,
who played major roles in the Chennai win,
also reached their career-best rating points,
moving up to 37th and 41st, respectively.
Meanwhile Rishabh Pant, who made an 88ball 91 in the first innings, became the first fulltime wicketkeeper from India to reach 700 rating points among batsmen, retaining his 13th
position.
Pakistan's 2-0 sweep over South Africa at
home saw Hasan Ali, who picked up ten wickets in Rawalpindi, go up 21 places to Number
23. Among Pakistan batters, Mohammad Rizwan, who was also named Player of the Series,
moved up 19 places to a career-best 16th place
after his scores of 26 and 115.

Yet another record for Mayers - 488 ratings points

F

ollowing West Indies’ historic win in the
first Test against Bangladesh in Chattogram, Kyle Mayers, who made 210 not
out on debut in the fourth-innings chase, recorded the highest-ever rating points at 448 for
a West Indies batter on debut, and entered the
ICC Test batting rankings table at 70th spot.
Meanwhile, England captain Joe Root’s
match-winning 218 in the first Test against India took him to No. 3 in the rankings, while India captain Virat Kohli slipped to No. 5.
Root made a double century on the second
day of the Test in Chennai, and helped England
pile up 578 runs. He came into the tour on the
back of an incredible run in the two-Test series
in Sri Lanka, where he scored 426 runs. He followed up his double century with a quick 40 in
the second innings to stretch England’s lead,
which eventually helped them go 1-0 up in the
four-match series, and kept them in contention
for the World Test Championship final.
Kohli returned from paternity break after
missing the last three Tests against Australia.
He dropped points after making scores of 11
and 72, the highest in India’s second innings,
in Chennai.
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International
Cricket Schedule

February 17, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India
vs England, 2nd Test, Day 5: MA
Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai; 9:00
PM; 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
February 22, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021; New
Zealand vs Australia, 1st T20I: Hagley
Oval, Christchurch; 11:00 PM; 06:00 AM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
February 24, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 3rd Test, Day 1: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 2:00 AM 09:00 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
February 25, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021New
Zealand vs Australia, 2nd T20I: University
Oval, Dunedin; 6:00 PM 01:00 AM GMT /
02:00 PM LOCAL
•••
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 3rd Test, Day 2: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 2:00 AM
09:00 AM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
February 26, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 3rd Test, Day 3: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 2:00 AM
09:00 AM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
February 27, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 3rd Test, Day 4: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 2:00 AM
09:00 AM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
February 28, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 3rd Test, Day 5: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 2:00 AM
09:00 AM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
March 03, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021;
New Zealand vs Australia, 3rd T20I: Sky
Stadium, Wellington; 11:00 PM 06:00 AM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 04, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 4th Test, Day 1: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM (Mar 03)
04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 05, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021; New
Zealand vs Australia, 4th T20I: Eden Park,
Auckland; 11:00 PM 06:00 AM GMT /
07:00 PM LOCAL
•••
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 4th Test, Day 2: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM (Mar 04)
04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 06, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 4th Test, Day 3: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM (Mar 05)
04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 07, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021; New
Zealand vs Australia, 5th T20I: Bay Oval,
Mount Maunganui; 6:00 PM (Mar 06)
01:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
•••
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 4th Test, Day 4: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM 04:00 AM
GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 08, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 4th Test, Day 5: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM 04:00 AM
GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 12, 2021
England tour of India, 2021; India vs
England, 1st T20I: Sardar Patel Stadium,
Ahmedabad; 6:30 AM 01:30 PM GMT /
07:00 PM LOCAL

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-297-8222

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

$949,000
SOLD OVER ASKING!

Location! 100% renovated New: potlights,
custom kitchen w/
quartz countertop
& crown moulding,
S/S appls, windows
& doors, plumbing &
electrical, oak stairs,
jewel stone front porch,
roof & gutter. Separate
entrance to 3-bdrm
bsmt w/kitchen, 2 sep
laundry rms, 3 bdrms in
upper flr. A landlord's
dream. A must see!

FOR
SALE
$729,000

!
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o
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Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Brampton
Listed
for:

3-year new executive 2 storey
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
places of worship.

$689,000

!
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$799K

Perch Condo

Starting
From Mid- $400K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Scarborough, ON
Starting
From

$400K

Starting
From

If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

Starting
From Mid- $300K

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Toronto

Zafar Twaheer
Broker

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

