CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Caribbean Consuls General participated in an open house
organised by the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario in talks
that addressed the shortage of skilled construction labour in the
province. Attending the event were from left, Consul General for
Jamaica, Lincoln Downer; Consul General for Grenada, Dawne
Francois; Honorary Consul of St Kitts and Nevis, Brenda Foreman;

• indocaribbeanworld.com

• indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com

Consul General of Antigua and Barbuda, Ann Marie Layne; Chris
Campbell, Equity & Diversity Representative, CDCO; Acting
Consul General for Trinidad and Tobago, Tracey RamsubaghMannette; Consul General for Barbados, Sonia Marville-Carter;
and Tony Iannuzzi, Executive Secretary Treasurer, CDCO. Photo
by Daniel Ciufo. See story on Page 12.

INSURANCE

www.omesh.com

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Dr Baytoram Ramharack (inset, top centre) accepts a Leader in Education National Award 2022 from
Saraswati Vidya Niketan Principal Swami Aksharanandaji (left) during the Class of 2021 graduation in
Guyana on February 6. In his address as guest speaker, Ramharack (inset, top right) said Guyana is on
a path to accumulating oil wealth, which opens up career opportunities, but cautioned graduates to hold
on to the centre of their traditions & ancestry. Also speaking at the event was Guyanese author, Ryhaan
Shah (inset, top left); in bottom photo, a cross-section of SVN’s Class of 2021. See Story on Page 10.
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$989,700

$799,900

Amazing Space

Fantastic Opportunity

A big opportunity awaits! Enjoy funct. layout that
uses space for freehold townhome in rare part of
N Brampton! Features den on the grnd flr w/ beau.
French doors for 4th bdrm/office. Enjoy upgraded
kitchen with walkout to large balcony, interior
access to dble car garage, & 3 solid bedrooms.

Take advantage of this rare opportunity to purchase
a lovely home on a premium lot next to a quiet culde-sac. Ideal for those who love fruit trees, nature,
& value their privacy. Features internal access from
the garage, a wood-burning fireplace, laminate on
main floors, & plush carpet for cold feet.

$1,279,700

$1,609,000

A Dream House Made Possible!

Here‘s a Hot One!

Seeing is believing. Gorgeous, well-maintained det.
home with too many feat. to name. Sun-drenched
wndws thruout, sep. lvng, dng & fam. rooms,
gleaming parquet flrs & lrg eat-in ktch. Sep. access
to bsmt w/ ktch & 2 more bdrms! No sidewalk,
extra-long drvwy. Don’t let this one get away!

Here’s a hot one! Nest. in Mississauga’s prime loc.,
enj. opn cncpt lvng & dng rm, fam rm w/ gas fpl, &
gourmet ktch. Feat. lge deck for bbqs & outd. dinns.
Primary bdr complt. private w/ own wshrms & walkin clst. Compt. loft ideal hme off. Features mutual
mn flr ldry rm w/ inter. accs to grg & sep bsmt entr.

$379,900

$379,900

Near Transit

Calling Investors

Can’t beat finding a condo at this price in the heart
of Etobicoke. Close to schools, transit, amenities,
and highways, this suite comes with a lovely view
of Toronto. Features laminate floors, a large open
balcony, lovely kitchen, and underground parking.

Located near Kipling and Dixon, this spacious suite
is ideal for investors, or first-time buyers. Enjoy the
city view from the open balcony. Features lovely
laminate flooring, an open concept living and
dining room, ensuite laundry, and comes with
underground parking.

$899,900

Nestled in the Humberwood Park area, bright &
spacious 1 bdrm + den boasts fantastic, functional
layout. Beaut. serene view of lush nature. Located
next University of Guelph Humber, short walk to
multiple transit systems, nature trails & community
centres. Perfect for investors or first-time buyers.
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An impressive one! Smooth, smart, & rambling
5-level back split with modern kitchen, dining room
with high ceiling, windows letting in lots of natural
bright light, & beautiful large leaded glass front
door. Principal bdrm feat. 4-piece ensuite wshrm.
Family room boasts own entrance! Won’t last long!

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Feedback needed on designing new benefits plan
Mississauga-Malton – To make sure workers feel connected
and belonging to the workplace, the Ontario government is
seeking feedback on designing a plan to provide workers with
benefits such as health, dental, and vision care.
Millions of Ontarians working in the retail sector, the gig
economy, and the hospitality sector have limited or no benefits
coverage.
This lack of coverage due to precarious or part-time work
impacts independent contractors, low-wage workers, newcomers, younger workers, and racialised people alongside their
families and communities, and limits the opportunities to grow
and thrive.
The Ontario government plans on creating and appointing
an advisory panel to recommend a system to make Ontario the
first province in Canada to pursue a comprehensive benefits

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

program.
Said MPP Deepak Anand: “We are working hard to ensure
“every worker feels respected and cared for at the workplace The
Comprehensive Benefits Program would support the workforce
for a healthy lifestyle, and be better engaged in their work,
ensuring no one is left behind.”
In Spring 2022, the advisory panel will start conducting
research, consultations, and provide a final recommendation
to the government on creating a benefits strategy for Ontario.
The government is committed to making Ontario the best
place to work, live, and raise a family, and is on the mission to
lead Canada with the best work conditions and limitless opportunities to grow.
Contact Deepak Anand, MPP for Mississauga-Malton, at
905-696-0367 for further details.

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Govt aids new growth in forestry sector

Sault Ste Marie – The Ontario government is providing $400,000 through the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund
Corporation to help establish Norquay Trusses Ltd in Sault Ste
Marie, a new business in the forestry manufacturing sector.
The funding will strengthen the regional economy, create
new jobs, and boost the competitiveness of Ontario’s forestry
sector.
“This investment will allow Norquay Trusses to purchase
new equipment and make
important facility upgrades to
increase capacity and create
three new full-time jobs, plus
an additional five seasonal
jobs,” said Ross Romano,
MPP for Sault Ste Marie.
He added, “This is another
example of how our government is helping local businesses to increase their competitive edge while creating
more local jobs.”
The funding will be used to
Ross Romano
complete building improvements and purchase manufacturing equipment.
“We were very pleased to receive the NOHFC grant from
the Ontario government, which assisted us in developing our
new manufacturing business in Sault Ste Marie,” said Scott
Beaumont, President and General Manager, Norquay Trusses
Ltd.
He added, “We have been very busy with roof truss produc-

tion and are looking forward to continued growth into new
markets and with new product lines.”
Norquay Trusses Ltd provides custom wooden roof and floor
trusses, stock garage, and shed trusses, structural builder’s hardware, and wooden panelling.
It will re-manufacture softwood lumber into these finished
products that will supply the building and construction markets
in Northern Ontario and the northern US.
Said Greg Rickford,
Minister
of
Northern
Development, Mines, Natural
Resources and Forestry:
“Our government is proud
to invest in local businesses
that support the province’s
forestry sector, create jobs
and keep the North competitive. With this investment, we
will help address increasing
market demand for wooden
building materials in Canada
and the United States.”
Greg Rickford
The NOHFC promotes
economic prosperity across Northern Ontario by providing
financial assistance to projects – big and small, rural and urban
– that stimulate growth, job creation, and skills development.
Since June 2018, the NOHFC has invested more than $432
million in 4,025 projects in Northern Ontario, leveraging more
than $1.4 billion in investment and creating or sustaining over
6,200 jobs.

Toronto — A new AGO exhibition celebrates the capturing
of life as it happens in paintings, photo albums, home movies,
mixtapes, Instagram posts, and TikTok reels.
Celebrating the desire to capture the moment, the AGO will
be presenting more than 100 artworks and artifacts, including
found home movies from the Prelinger Archives in I AM HERE:
Home Movies and Everyday Masterpieces.
Co-curated by Jim Shedden, the AGO’s Manager of
Publishing, and Alexa Greist, AGO Associate Curator, and R.
Fraser Elliott Chair, Prints & Drawings, in collaboration with
archivist and writer Rick Prelinger, I AM HERE is a joyous medley of familiar sights and sounds, organised by theme.
Artworks from the Renaissance to the present, by some of
the biggest names in art history, punctuate a journey through
our obsessions – with food, with pets, with celebrity, protest

and with music.
The exhibition opens to AGO Members on April 13, and to
AGO Annual Pass holders and individuals purchasing single
admission tickets on April 16. Click here for details on how to
book tickets or to become a Member or Annual Pass holder.
Drawing heavily from the AGO Collection, in addition to
paintings, works on paper, sculptures, photographs, videos
and found home movies sourced from the Prelinger Archives,
the exhibition also features a digital tribute to the AGO’s 2021
Portraits of Resilience project.
Exhibition highlights include: 49 photo albums from around
the world, courtesy the AGO Collection and the Archive of
Modern Conflict; Love is the Message, The Message is Death
(2016) by Arthur Jafa, a seven minute 25 second film of found
footage documenting aspects of the Black experience.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Check out AGO’s new exhibition for ‘a joyous medley’

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Open Ontario when safe – Horwath

Ontario removes proof
of vaccination March 1

Windsor – Vaccine certificates keep Ontario
open, and keep Ontarians safe – and caving in
to anti-vaxxers is the wrong move, Official
Opposition NDP Leader Andrea Horwath said
earlier this week.
“We want Ontario to be fully open when it’s
safe, and to stay that way, including restaurants
and gyms, and especially schools. Vaccine certificates are helping keep everything open and
protecting us all,” said Horwath.
She added, “Ending vaccine certificates is
risky, and scary — for seniors, parents whose
little ones are too young to get the shot, and
everyday folks who want to know that the
person on the treadmill next to them at the
gym or eating across from them at the diner
are vaccinated.”
Horwath said Premier Doug Ford is sending a signal to anti-vaxxers and occupiers,
and taking away an important incentive that
encourages people to get vaccinated.
“Vaccines passports are not a restriction –

unless you’re not vaccinated. The only people
asking for passports to be cancelled are antivaxxers and occupiers. The request to scrap
vaccine certificates isn’t coming from small
businesses, health care experts, or working
people. This is Doug Ford caving to anti-vax
politics,” said Horwath.
Additionally, Horwath has also called on the
province to replace the income lost by workers
and small businesses, including many people
who work in Ontario’s auto sector, in the wake
of the illegal blockade at the Ambassador
Bridge in Windsor.
At the time, Horwath and an NDP team
were in Windsor to meet with local officials
and with people impacted by the illegal blockade at the border.
While auto parts, medical supplies, agrifood
and agrifood supplies and other critical shipments were stuck at the border, some schools
closed and neighbourhoods were disrupted.
With the blockade over, now was the time

Andrea Horwath
for the province to make workers and small
businesses whole, she said.
“Autoworkers were sent home and their
plants went dark – but they still need to pay the
mortgage, hydro, and grocery bills. Working
folks should not be left to pay the price for the
insurrection at the border,” Horwath said.

Toronto – The Toronto-based Community
of Practice (COP) for Caribbean Immigrant
Entrepreneurs has recommended the petitioning of private industry “to include diversity
portfolios that the diaspora community can
leverage”, and to advocate for “supplier diversity certification status.”
The COP recommendations are part of the
findings in a recently released trade impact
assessment study.
The study further calls on entrepreneurs
to target government and non-governmental
programs, as well as existing trade agreements
offered by the government of Canada to monitor relevant trade deals, submit written suggestions, and contact trade representatives “while
petitioning for specific trade deals”.
It also recommends consultation with MPs

to advocate for inclusion in future “Mandate
Letters” for the Minister of International Trade.
The study was conducted by Kisserup
International Trade Roots, and its findings
delivered at the BIDEM (bridged, high impact
diaspora entrepreneurs to efficient diasporic
markets) 2021 Trade Conference.
COP provides capacity building market
linkages and a trade and research hub aimed
at reducing the “skills gap” among Caribbean
immigrant entrepreneurs.
It is founded by Meegan Scott, who serves as
its Secretariat Coordinator.
Through the Supporting Black Canadian
Communities Initiative, COP received funding to produce the study that supports “the
strengthening of diaspora communities (with
Caribbean and African roots)”.

The study acknowledges that Canada’s
Caribbean and African diaspora communities have contributed significantly to Canada’s
economy with international trade businesses.
However, it notes that although these communities have made great strides, “there are
vast opportunities to do potentially more from
leveraging existing services as well as by proposing new ideas”.
It also notes that Canada has healthy relations with both the Caribbean and African
regions, and maintains several free trade agreements with individual countries.
However, it also notes that while there are
no regional free trade agreements with either
region, there are “offerings and strategies” that
the communities can leverage to build up businesses.

COP: Diversity portfolios needed for diaspora community leverage
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Toronto – The Ontario government
announced earlier this week it will remove the
province’s proof of vaccination system come
March 1. It also announced that the second
phase of the province’s Covid-19 reopening
plan will be brought forward, starting tomorrow.
However, the government added that
despite removing the vaccine passport system, businesses and other settings may choose
to continue to require proof of vaccination.
Meanwhile, masking requirements will remain
in place for now.
Starting tomorrow, all capacity limits in
restaurants, bars,
cinemas and gyms
will be lifted. As
per the province’s
prior reopening
plan, this move
was due to take
place on February
21.
Said Premier
Doug Ford: “Like
all of you, I’ve
waited a long time
Doug Ford
for this news, but
please never doubt that the steps we took
together, as difficult as they were, were absolutely necessary and saved tens of thousands
of lives.”
He added that the removal of these public health measures was “always [the government’s] objective”.
He added, “The extraordinary measures
that we introduced during this pandemic were
always intended as a last resort. I stood at this
very podium and promised you that these tools
would only be used for as long as they were
absolutely necessary, and not one day longer.”

CANADA: BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Using the past to build an equitable future
Patricia DeGuire, Chief Commissioner
Bromley Armstrong, Lincoln Alexander, Dr
OHRC statement on Black History Month
Akua Benjamin, and Rosemary Brown. Their
Toronto – Black History Month in Canada courage has found expression in our current
has its roots in the 1926 US movement that leaders, as they hone the skills of our youth
sought to honour the work of
to become the best leaders of
Black educators. In more recent
the future. I place significant
times, 1993, thought leaders
development on mentorship,
such as Rosemary Sadlier,
sponsorship, and championthen president of the Ontario
ing the goals of youth. These
Black History Society, helped
tools stimulate and encourage
to make that concept officially
the development of their leadadopted in Canada.
ership skills, enhance culturThroughout this month,
al enrichment and academic
the Ontario Human Rights
excellence, prevent a monoCommission, and people across
lithic leadership situation, and
Canada, pause to honour and
avoid intergenerational gaps.
celebrate the immense achieveIndeed, Black Canadians
ments and contributions that
continue to battle all forms
Black people have made, and
of discrimination, in particucontinue to make, across all
lar anti-Black racism. But it
Rosemary Sadlier
sectors of society. We celebrate
is worth noting that our trailBlack people’s determination, perseverance, blazers – past and present – have buoyed,
resilience, and strength toward growing a more encouraged, and guided us throughout as we
inclusive and just society.
combat discrimination. In our
We are buoyed by Black
everyday lives, we find inspirawomen leaders who have, and
tion and leadership among our
continue to contribute to the
families and friends; our Black
legacies and institutions of
sisters, brothers, parents, aunCanada, for example, in eduties, teachers, neighbours, and
cation, law, medicine, and
community leaders remind
midwifery. We draw inspiraus that together, we must find
tion from them and renowned
comfort in our personal lives
people such as Harriet
as well as always striving to
Tubman, Jennie Robertson,
build a more equitable and just
Millicent Carey Burgess, Viola
country.
Desmond, Corrine Sparks,
The future is dynamic. As
Bernice Redman, Juanita
we ponder our past and plan
Westmoreland-Traoré, and Itah
the future, passing the baton to
Sadhu.
our youth, we have every confiRosemary Brown
And we remember the courdence that they will continue to
age and vision of Ontario’s early human rights imagine a bold future, relying on the legacies of
trailblazers such as the OHRC’s first Director, our past to transform the future in a sustainable
Dr Daniel G. Hill, Chief Commissioners more inclusive, equitable and just society.

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

T

Global caution

he announcement by the Ontario government
that it is removing the province’s proof of vaccination system come March 1 should be taken with a
healthy mix of caution, and as a small dose of relief.
Along with removal of the required proof of vaccination,
the Ontario government also indicated it is speeding up
the second phase of its Covid-19 reopening plan starting
tomorrow; its original proposal saw rollout at a later date.
Instead, starting tomorrow, all capacity limits in restaurants, bars, cinemas, and gyms will be lifted; as per the
province’s earlier plan, this move was set to kick-in days
later on February 21.
However, it must be noted that the Ontario government’s move to remove the vaccination requirement has
left an escape hatch for businesses, and other facilities,
which may choose to continue to ask patrons to produce
proof that they are fully vaccinated against Covid-19.
Also, the Ontario government has noted that masking requirements will remain in place for now, and that a
specific timeline to lift this measure will be released at a
future date.
As Premier Doug Ford said on Monday, “Like all of you,
I’ve waited a long time for this news, but please never doubt
that the steps we took together, as difficult as they were,
were absolutely necessary, and saved tens of thousands of
lives.”
He noted too that the vaccination passport system was
no longer needed with the rate of hospitalisations now in a
downward trend.
Said Ford: “I think we’re going in the right direction, and
I’m confident if we keep going down this path, there won’t
be a reason for it.”
It is important to note the response, and a call for caution, that came from the official Opposition NDP Leader
Andrea Horwath to the government changing its Covid19 reopening plans. As Horwath noted following the
announcement, vaccine certificates keep Ontario open, and
keep Ontarians safe; she also noted that caving in to antivaxxers was the wrong move.
Said Horwath: “We want Ontario to be fully open when
it’s safe, and to stay that way, including restaurants and
gyms, and especially schools.”
She added, “Vaccine certificates are helping keep everything open and protecting us all. Ending vaccine certificates is risky, and scary – for seniors, parents whose little
ones are too young to get the shot, and everyday folks who
want to know that the person on the treadmill next to
them at the gym, or eating across from them at the diner
are vaccinated.”
It must be also noted that other provinces as Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Quebec, set the precedent earlier this
month by removing vaccination mandates, among a loosening of other Covid-19 measures.
Too, it is noteworthy that while the moves to discontinue the vaccination passport system, and other safety
measures are indicative of an incipient optimism, at the
same time there remain healthy positions of restraint and
caution that similarly reflect Horwath’s call.
What is also important is that we continue to view the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic at the 30,000-foot, global
level. This view is available from The WHO, with its
Director General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, indicating on Monday that he had recently returned from
South Africa having viewed firsthand the progress at its
mRNA vaccine technology transfer Hub. This historical
initiative comes at a critical time in the pandemic, he said.
Said Ghebreyesus: “In some countries, high vaccine
coverage, combined with the lower severity of Omicron, is
driving a false narrative that the pandemic is over. At the
same time, low vaccine coverage, and low testing rates in
other countries are creating the ideal conditions for new
variants to emerge.”
Even as we douse the Covid-19 fires in Canada, the
global conflagration keeps burning, fuelled by low vaccine rates and other inequities. It is critical, then, that we
continue to temper national optimism with global caution.
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Another protest hijacked

he current protest in Ottawa was started by truckers
against the mandatory Covid-19 vaccine for all truckers
entering Canada from the US. “Anti-vaxxers” wage their
campaign on social media, mainly Facebook, where they seem
to have established large groups, poorly-informed about Covid19 and the vaccine.
Whatever might have been the origins of the
pandemic, however malicious and criminal the
development and release of the virus, the fact is
that vaccination does protect against infection,
thus is preventive, and might mitigate disease
severity.
Governments world-wide provide the vaccine to protect
their people, three doses each in a 9-12 month cycle. To this
end, the UN established The WHO to deal with threats to world
health, whether it be cigarette smoke, agricultural poisons,
or transmissible diseases; thus, it has a mandate to supervise
defence against epidemics and pandemics. This is done by correlation with world Ministries of Health.
Occasionally, a government may choose to ignore The WHO,
as former US President Donald Trump did a couple years ago,
but that did not absolve him from following sound and proven
measures against the spread of a killing disease, internationally. Remember travelling with compulsory proof of vaccination
against Smallpox, Yellow Fever, and so on?
The world has reached its current control of major infections
by boosting primary prevention, giving us relative freedom of
movement. When Edward Jenner saw that the milkmaid Sarah
Nelmes was spared the prevalent smallpox 150 years before
antimicrobials, he started a makeshift vaccination course that
evolved to save numerous lives worldwide.
Had the population at risk then behaved like our modern
Facebook, Twitter, and other nay-sayers, there would not have
been much progress in immunology, and similar campaigns
against childhood vaccines would have increased child mortality. Think of the millions of children (and adults) spared death
or disability from smallpox, measles, tetanus, diphtheria, polio,
yellow fever, hepatitis, typhoid, cholera, rabies, and others by
vaccines, or the use of knowledge gained from their study. Some
objectors themselves might well have benefitted from vaccines.
Some conservatives claim that the public health mandate is
unconstitutional, but if so, it must be an oversight, as the framers would have placed necessity and sound medical practice
above personal whims and foibles. Seems that conservatives
too, like anti-social opportunists who jump on any anti-state
wagon, have politicised this health issue, which is really not one

for partisan division.
Surely Ottawa can think for their country, and not parrot
American dissidents. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his
Minister Chrystia Freeland toe the American line slavishly
enough to be a disappointment. Their hasty dispatch of a warship and soldiers to the Ukraine, hardly had
the US announced its position, is sheer toadyMohan
ism. I humbly feel that Canada has no business
Ragbeer meddling in Ukrainian politics, especially when
Minister Freeland is the half Ukrainian, granddaughter of a Nazi, a known Russian hater, and
pro-US. A clear conflict of interest.
Democracy accepts protests from conscientious objectors,
but hardly enough legitimate anti-vaxxers exist in Canada to
have generated the crowds seen in this one. Misinformation
and dissent spread rapidly through social media, which do
not sift fakes from facts in even simple matters; they swarm
with habitual agitators and anarchists, like flies on honey! Why
would Canadian truckers protest, when 90 percent have conformed to public health measures? Why so many Americans in
the convoy?
Of those donating funds through GoFundMe, over 50 percent
are said to be from US addresses (CTV News); many are not
truckers, as judged also by the number parading in cars and
SUVs; were they joining the parade just for fun? This recalls the
heavily-funded foreign activists and non-farm and political agitators involved in the defeat of recent Indian farming reforms.
Even a casual look at NA protests will show how quickly and
alarmingly, the forces of anarchy infiltrate and usurp legitimate
movements. GoFundMe has suspended its support of truckers
and promised to refund donations. But in comes GiveSendGo,
a Christian crowdfunding group. The socio-political collapse
in the US is now catching up with its crumbling infrastructure:
Pittsburgh bridge, San Francisco high-rise, roads, rail, waterways, and more.
Canadian protest seems to have been usurped by local politicians and international anarchists; it recalls the actions of the
“Jan 6” pro-Trump insurgents, and has spurred talk of a copycat
US trucking protest, as yet unconfirmed, with a convoy likely
from LA to Washington, DC later this month. Ironically one big
early donor is a Canadian!
These and other actions occurring elsewhere are facilitated by the Internet and social media, which allow anonymous
provocation and false news; isn’t it time to legislate controls
and define standards to protect the public from agitators and
exploiters?

Practising for adulthood by giving unsolicited advice

W

e almost had a version of a “town crier” in our village when I was growing up back home. Well, not
a real a “town crier” like in the movies and books,
where a voice was officially appointed for the role, with feet that
traversed the streets while vocal chords bawled out all official
news and proclamations; and who knows, perhaps that help was
wanted for the next public execution.
Now I was always told by irascible and uncomRomeo
municative adults that I was a bit too curious
Kaseram
when I was a boy and growing up back home. I
was constantly warned that dire happenings befell
children who were too inquisitive, and who did
not know that their place on this earth was to sit quietly and
contemplate watchful spiders lurking in dark corners.
Or that I had to remain frozen and motionless in place like
a gecko, tense with possibility, ready to pounce on a fly that
was totally self-absorbed with a self-cleaning pedicure, its body
unfortunately detailed in a sunlit spotlight on the windowsill.
Now coming to the point in my life’s arc where I contemplate
and reflect on the events that are now easily accessible in long
term memory, I recall with a frown of the self-same lips fronting
the mouth “that had no cover”, that it would one day get me into
a heap of trouble during my approaching adult years.
“You better close that mouth of yours!”
I was constantly warned by adults vexed at the presumed
impertinence of a young boy wondering about the world.
“One day you might end up in front of a judge; hopefully as a
lawyer defending a client; or perhaps defending yourself!”
Now to speak truth to the power of adult prescience, I have
found myself before eminent judges twice in my lifetime, so far;
thankfully, both times were for jury duty.
But I digress within a digression. Meanwhile, I discovered
early that what typically triggered these adult responses was
they were too wrapped up in playing at being grown ups, with
part of the role being to strenuously guard this privilege with
inaccessibility and a heavy hand doling out the grumpiness.
For me to constantly assail the towers where they resided
with curosity about their world, and to call from below to lower
the drawbridge for me to cross into adulthood, were to receive
irascible responses. Also, it also meant being sent off on chores.
It appears now in the hindsight of reflection and the quiet
brought by time, distance, and of course, some forgetfulness,

that I constantly harassed an uncle since he hardly left the house.
His unwillingness to explore the wider world, say to look for
employment as my grandmother constantly cajoled, made him a
target for practising my shooting in preparation for my upcoming entry into the battlefield that was adulthood.
But it appears that I was always approaching him at inopportune times, such as when he was snoozing all
day in the hammock, having both feet toasted by
sunlight filtering through cracks in the thatched
roof: first from the east; and then later in the
afternoon, from the west.
At his side, on a bench and within reach with
the merest twist of his body to slightly shift the hammock, was a
handy drink: a milky cup of tea in the morning; then there was
cool juice for the searing mid-day humidity; and a “small glass
of something”, to help the sun go down.
It came about in my peregrinations through the books in the
house, and in the pile of comics he kept hidden under his bed,
that I discovered there once was a profession that was a town
crier. It was an opportunity to practise giving unsolicited advice.
“Uncle, how come you never thought of getting a town crier
job? You do that all the time in the house. All you have to do is
walk around and bawl out what happening in the government.”
“Eh! What this boy harassing me with now? Town crier? You
want me walk on the hot road and get corns on my toes?”
And in what was obviously a case of dismissal via distance,
my uncle hustled me off, burning up quite a handful of calories
to point a finger in my direction, indicating with as few words
as possible that I should make myself scarce, and become more
useful around the house.
“Why you don’t go and see if any of the fowls lay today?”
He indicated the distance to the back of the house with a
languid arm strenuously at rest, his eyes sweeping the middle
distance of overgrowth where the chickens were specks, scratching the ground with industry and hopeful, side-eyed interest.
While my uncle did not become a town crier as I had advised,
he did eventually leave his hammock to explore the wider world.
One of his trips saw him returning with a hand-held transistor radio. Noticing my eyes wide with wonder at the polyphony
of emerging voices, he retorted with peppery mischief, “That is
why they don’t have town criers, little boy; not since they invent
radio to broadcast the news.”
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TT govt needs to spend money wisely
Dear Editor,
I write with a heavy heart, as most other parents cannot
believe that [TT $15 million] is being spent on Carnival, in ways
that do not preserve our culture, but only fuel the vice of party
and ‘wine and jam’ via the pods.
We are in utter disbelief that our hard-earned taxpayers’
money is being spent on a few hours of partying, whereas the
process for our children getting back to school has not yet been
fine-tuned, with all the potential costs identified.
One of these major potential costs are Covid-19 home testkits.
In the preparation for children to return to school, most
other countries have now put the emphasis on being tested,
rather than vaccinated.
Hence, families are being offered the cheaper at-home testkits (free of charge), should a pupil develop symptoms. In this
way the contagion is mitigated.
My family of eight could neither afford to wait on the public
system, nor could we afford the antigen testing for everyone, so
we got these home test-kits, which are almost identical to the
antigen at less than half the cost.
Part of the process of any system returning effectively and
efficiently in these days is mitigating the contagion, and the

period that people need to be away.
Knowledge is power, so allowing our families to know and
act based on their own symptoms, or others that they may have
had contact with, will empower families with pupils, and also
teachers to function more confidently and effectively.
The Trinidad and Tobago government needs to spend money
wisely.
Our schools are one of the first establishments where everyone is returning together, so we need to make it work.
This should be the example for everyone to follow, so apart
from the actual logistics of schoolchildren returning in phases,
the actual protocols of children exhibiting symptoms and teachers exhibiting symptoms should be indicated.
It is quite unfortunate that the process, as we understand it,
has overlapped with the district nurse (which is seeming to take
many days, due to the volume of cases) and delaying the process,
especially for those who were first-line contacts.
If there can now be options for families to obtain these test
kits free of charge, once the child has symptoms, and thereby
test positive or negative in a more timely fashion, less disruption
will take place, and the relevant action can be implemented in
a more timely basis.
As parents, we would think that this consideration would be

National Carnival Commissioner chairman Winston
‘Gypsy’ Peters (left), with NCC Commissioner Darian
Marcelle, & the Carnival character, Pierrot Grenade,
in a Carnival pod during its launch earlier this month
of a higher priority than provision for a massive ‘safe zone party
in pods’.
I may be mistaken, but I thought the future of our nation lay
in our children’s school bags, not in the Savannah!
Tonia Leacock, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Lata Mangeshkar

Dear Editor,
The passing of Lata Mangeshkar brings the curtain down
on a most illustrious life of an artist par excellence. The most
recorded artist, her achievement is a mind-boggling human
feat with more than 25,000 songs to her legacy. Arguably, she
outlived and outperformed her contemporaries.
It would be uneasy to assess in sum or substance, East Indian
life in the later stage of colonial British Guiana, or post-colonial
Guyana, without the cultural impact of Lata Mangeshkar’s
music. Weddings, birthday celebrations, certain religious functions, and so forth held by East Indians would have occasioned
a place for her music.
Indeed, a pivotal force directed first by way of Hindi films
shown in cinemas, and also through radio and private diffusion
and/or Juke boxes or stereos, Lata’s music played an overarching
role in keeping East Indian culture and heritage intact during
the long days of the unlawful Forbes Burnham-PNC govern-

ment.
In those days, people simply lived with the music, and without the analysis; but assuredly, the many shades of darkness
that flashed about – high crime in the countryside, for example,
created a harsh world within which people managed to survive
using whatever measured happiness they squeezed out of Lata’s
songs, and those by her famous contemporaries.
Put another way, people were partially rescued from the
usual failure and drab of race politics by the affectionate draw
of culture and music.
Perhaps one day someone will write about these things for
the record.
However, on a more subjective note, it was an opportunity
truly missed when, as a high-school boy, I was unable to attend
Lata’s show when she visited Guyana during the mid-eighties.
One is indebted, respectfully.
Rakesh Rampertab, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
I would like to ask readers if they are able to clearly imagine
Guyana 50 years from today.
How are the economies, communities, and human capital in
each region improving, and to what end? How are we leveraging the comparative advantages of each region, and aligning
skills development measures to advance regional economies and
social development?
It is difficult for me to see how we are planning for this, and
where we are going.
It is like building a house: we need a blueprint; we need to
understand where the various rooms are – how they interact
and fit, what materials are needed, in what quantities, by when,
and so on.
A concrete vision, organised development, and a regionalfocused modernisation are basic actions in countries such
as China, Singapore, Dubai, and similar countries that were
behind the development curve just a few decades ago, and
which they implemented to improve living standards, and to
strengthen their economies.
Simply talking up development projects and investments in
the Green State Development Strategy, or other national development plans, do not cut it.

I suspect that many Guyanese feel like I do, and are similarly
unable to envision a unified outcome of Guyana’s historical and
current development investments and efforts.
I am pleased to see the PPP/Civic government at the helm
as Guyana transitions to an Oil & Gas economy. Over the past
three years I have come to understand that the PPP/Civic is
capable of leading Guyana at this crucial time in our country’s
history.
The regional and international influence and networks are
there; the inclusiveness is there, despite the propaganda that
insists otherwise; human capital is there, and certainly the
political inclinations are there.
Putting some uncertain purely political actions aside, the
rapid pace of development, and the concrete actions over the
past two years are unprecedented in Guyana. Any right and
unprejudiced thinking Guyanese would agree.
This not to say that the APNU+AFC coalition is neither
capable, nor there are no roles for the political opposition
beyond reacting and opposing. Both political organisations
must employ the basic blueprint to successfully plan and
advance regional economic and human capital growth.
And for obvious reasons, at this moment of our history, the
PPP/Civic is better positioned and equipped to manage our

Guyana now transitioning into Oil & Gas economy
economy and sovereign affairs.
I am therefore advocating that more nuanced attention is
directed at advancing regional economies, leveraging comparative natural resources, industrial, human capital, and other
regional advantages and opportunities.
Aligning regional skills development and human capital
investments tailored to the requirements and goals of regional
economies must also take centre stage. Ultimately such measures must be tied to fulfilling our long-term aims as a people
and nation. The bigger picture should be easy for all Guyanese
to imagine and take great pride in.
Rawle A. Small, Guyana, via email.

South Area Chamber president Kiran Singh pays
respect at a vigil for murder victim, Andy Hosein

Dear Editor,
Trinidad and Tobago is headed to hell in a handbasket.
Recently, this is where it feels the country is going under this
PNM administration.
This feeling was exacerbated by the dotish, unfeeling, simpleton statement from National Security Minster Fitzgerald Hinds,
namely, that “my duty is not to ensure that people feel safe and
secure”.
Maybe Hinds’ job is to make the bandits and murderers feel
safe and secure.
Perhaps that is why Andy Alberto Macias Hosein was murdered, in cold blood, on February 5.
The murderer certainly felt safe and secure when he shot
Hosein in his back, killing him, and then returning to rob the
jewellery store.

Hinds expanded by saying that his job is to support the
National Security agencies, to ensure they understand government policy, and that they have the relevant resources.
So, in all of this, it is not the government’s job to make the
population feel safe. Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley must be so
proud, because he is the one who appointed Hinds as National
Security Minister. Talk about a square peg in a round hole.
It is better if Hinds just shuts up, and fools people into believing he is doing his job, rather than opening his mouth and proving that he is not.
He has shown that he lives in an ivory tower, and practices
the mantra of his government – of the rich, by the rich, and for
the rich.
Poor people be damned!
Linus F. Didier, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Lata comforted during troubled times

Concrete vision needed to build Guyana
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Criminals feel ‘safe & secure’ to commit crimes?
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Oil & energy sectors centerpieces in Guyana’s 2022 budget
Part 2 of 2
Part 1 reviewed social measures that were
announced in Guyana’s 2022 national
budget. Part 2 looks at major development
initiatives.

W

hile there were no major surprises,
Guyana’s 2022 budget proposes
substantial investments in what
the government refers to as transformational
infrastructure that is designed to accelerate the
country’s development.
The budget identified three areas
that are deemed to be transformational in
nature, including Energy Expansion and
Diversification; Transport Infrastructure; and
Sea and River Defence.
The budget banked on oil revenues to boost
its development initiatives, and is the first
that will benefit from
financing from the
proceeds of the country’s oil sector. This
only became possible
after changes were
made to the terms
and conditions for
withdrawals from the
National Resource
Fund late last year.
As
expected,
developments in the
oil and energy sectors
were the centerpiece
of the budget. In the
oil sector, the Finance
Minister noted that
production capacity that is currently at
120,000 bpd (barrels
per day) is expected to increase to 340,000 bpd
later this year, and to 560,000 bpd in 2024, rising to 810,000 bpd by 2026-2027, and to one
million bpd by 2030.
In addition, gas reserves that are currently
estimated at 16 trillion cubic feet (tcf) are
expected to continue to grow. Production from
three other wells are projected at another 70
million standard cubic feet per day (mmscfd).
According to the Minister of Finance Ashni
Singh, this production augurs extremely well
for the proposed Gas-to-Energy Project, which
is expected to be completed in 2024.
The Gas-to-Energy Project will allow the
country to phase out the use of expensive
and carbon-intensive heavy fuel oil, and is
expected to significantly reduce energy costs.
The project encompasses the establishment
of a 300 MW power plant as well as a Natural
Gas Liquids plant that will satisfy domestic
demand. The project entails the construction
of 225 kilometers of 12-inch pipeline to transport a guaranteed minimum of 50 mmcfd of
natural gas from offshore Guyana to the Wales
Development Authority.
Construction of the Power and NGL plants
is expected to start in the third quarter of 2022,
with a targeted completion date at the end of
2024.
The energy sector is also expected to benefit
from the proposed construction of the 165
MW Amaila Falls Hydroelectric Project, which
was previously shelved as a result of lack of
political consensus.
The budget announced that the government
has received, and evaluated proposals for the
project, and negotiations are underway with
an international company to develop it under a
build-own-operate-transfer (BOOT) arrangement, whereby Guyana Power and Light will
purchase power from the operator under a
Power Purchase Agreement.
It is anticipated that construction will begin
in 2022, and be completed by 2027.
To boost power supply to the interior areas,
the budget also announced that the government
has advanced the process for the construction
of a 1.5 MW hydropower plant at Kumu,

the rehabilitation and upgrade of the defunct
Moco Moco hydropower plant in Region 9 to
a 700 MW capacity, and the completion of a
150KW hydropower scheme at Kato.
In its quest to produce more clean power,
the budget also announced several solar powered projects, including the
completion of a 1.5 MW
solar farm at Bartica, a 0.75
MW farm at Wakenaam,
and the 1.0 MW farm at
Lethem.
It also plans to tender
for a 0.6 MW solar farm at
Leguan, and a 0.65 MW farm at Mahdia later
this year.
In total, the budget allocated (G) $29.4 billion to the energy sector in 2022, with the Gasto-Energy project absorbing the lion’s share of
$20.8 billion.
In the Transport
Infrastructure sector,
the budget has allocated $76.7 billion for
roads and bridges.
Major projects in
this sector include
construction of the
East Bank-East Coast
Demerara
Road
Linkage
between
Ogle and Eccles;
the rehabilitation of
the Corentyne Main
Road from Palmyra
to Crabwood Creek;
and the construction
of the Linden-Mabura
Hill Road.
There is also the
rehabilitation of the entire Soesdyke-Linden
Highway; completion of the Sheriff StreetMandela Road Network Expansion Project;
construction of a new four-lane highway linking Mandela Avenue to Haags Bosch, and the
construction of the four-lane Ogle to Haags
Bosch road.
Also, there is the widening of the East
Coast highway from Annandale to Mahaica;
the upgrade of the railway embankment from
Sheriff Street to Orange Nassau; and the construction of the new four-lane superhighway
from Schoonord to Parika.
These roads are in addition to the upgrade
of several community and interior roads across
the country.
Major bridge projects targeted in the budget
include the construction of a fixed four-lane
high span Demerara River Bridge, rehabilitation and maintenance of the existing floating
bridge across the Demerara River, and the
re-construction of several bridges along the
Kurupukari to Lethem corridor.
In the air transport sector, the Guyana government plans to focus on the continued modernisation of the Cheddi Jagan International
Airport, and the rehabilitation and maintenance of several hinterland airstrips.
In the area of Sea and River Defences, the
budget proposes to focus primarily on flood
protection infrastructure across the country.
The budget has allocated $5 billion to strengthen the flood protection infrastructure system
through sea and river defence works in areas
such as Grove, La Resource, Maria’s Delight,
Zeelandia, Leguan, Bygeval, Essex, and Bengal.
Beyond the dominant oil sector, the budget
reiterated the importance of agriculture as the
anchor for the country’s non-oil economy.
It also pointed out Guyana’s ability to take
advantage of regional trade opportunities in
food products, and noted that the country has
a golden opportunity for Guyana to finally
realise its potential as the breadbasket of the
Caribbean, based on the region’s quest to cut its
extra-regional food import bill by 2025.
In the struggling sugar sector, the Finance
Minister stated that the government’s commit-
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ment to the industry remains unwavering, in
spite of inheriting a devastating situation that
was dominated by the closure of three sugar
estates.
Currently, the government’s focus has been
on reopening and recapitalising the closed
estates; rationalising cost
structures; diversifying the
sugar sales mix to maxiDwarka
mise earnings; re-engaging
Lakhan
previously displaced workers; and repositioning the
industry on a sustainable
path to profitability.
In 2022, the budget proposed strategic investments at Albion, Blairmont, and
Uitvlugt, to upgrade and mechanise where
appropriate the field operations, and expand
packaging capabilities to produce more valueadded products for the domestic and international markets. The budget allocated $6 billion
to support Guysuco’s ongoing investment in
field and factory operations to turn around the
industry.
Rice, which remains the most viable agricultural crop, is expected to benefit from
improved drainage and irrigation to mitigate
losses, and expanded research on new high
yielding varieties, and seed production.
The other crops sector, which is critical
for food security, is expected to benefit from
extended government support to the private
sector to produce non-traditional crops such
as corn, soya, coconuts, broccoli, cauliflower,
spices, citrus, and fresh flowers.
As interest in Guyana continues to grow,
Guyana is anticipating a surge in post-pandemic visitors. The budget stated that an additional 200 rooms will become available with
the anticipated completion of the Pegasus
Suites and Corporate Centre in 2022. In addi-

tion, three internationally branded hotels are
already under construction, with a further 485
room capacity.
As well, approximately eight additional
hotels are expected to commence construction
in 2022, which would increase the room stock
by a further 995 once completed.
In a major development, the budget
announced that significant progress has been
made in modernising Guyana’s Payment
System infrastructure. It stated that the Real
Time Gross Settlement and Central Securities
Depository Systems were fully integrated with
the Automated Clearing House.
The new system went live during the first
quarter, and facilitated over 413,000 transactions to date, including the payment of all
government pensions and salaries.
The government expects to engage the country’s financial systems vendors to further integrate their systems with the National Payments
System. This will enhance the processing of all
payments electronically, while setting the stage
for digital banking and securities settlement.
Regulations for dematerialisation of government and bank securities, and settlement
and treatment of collateral, are currently
under review. These developments will serve
to reduce the cost and risk of transactions,
while expanding the legal framework to support modernising the country’s financial sector
architecture.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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CAL aircraft making its approach to land at CJIA

Bharat Sevashram Sangha Canada

CAL resets, elevates Guyana service
Georgetown – Caribbean Airlines’ 737-8
aircraft, 9Y-GUY made its debut in Guyana on
Monday, landing in the afternoon at Cheddi
Jagan International Airport.
The aircraft touched down as BW 526 from
Trinidad, with onward service to New York.
This was the first time that the new 160 seat
aircraft was used on this route. The aircraft
was welcomed by a water salute after landing
at CJIA.
Its debut flight was noted with enthusiasm
by CAL’s CEO Garvin Medera.
“Caribbean Airlines and Guyana continue
to enjoy a longstanding and productive relationship, and since our start in 2007, we’ve provided consistent service to Guyana, including
daily non-stop flights between New York and
Guyana with seamless connections throughout
our network,” Medera said.
He added, “Caribbean Airlines has the most
extensive route system of all operators in the
region, and Guyana continues to be one of our
most significant destinations. The introduction of the 737-8 into our jet fleet, resets and
elevates our customer experience; and is the
culmination of extensive research and datadriven innovation to refresh the Caribbean
Airlines brand.”
Earlier this week, CAL also announced
that in keeping with its campaign to Reset

Expectations, it had expanded its interest free
payment plan – Caribbean Layaway. From as
little as 25 percent down, customers can hold
bookings for travel ranging from two months
to 12 months prior to the departure date.
As CAL noted, with three easy payments,
travellers can access Caribbean Layaway for
travel to or from any CAL destination, excluding travel on the domestic air bridge between
Trinidad and Tobago.
Customers are given a payment schedule
upon confirmation of booking.
“Caribbean Airlines always looks for ways to
add value for customers, so we have expanded
our Caribbean Layaway, interest free payment
plan to include all of our destinations. We are
mindful of the additional requirements for
air travel, and having the option to pay over
a longer period of time will make it easier for
families and others to plan and pay for their
trips,” Medera said.
Opening a layaway plan is simple, and can
be easily completed in just a few short steps,
CAL noted.
The plan is available at all City Ticket Offices
throughout the Caribbean Airlines network,
and via the Reservations Sales and Customer
Support Call Centre.
It is not available online or at Airport Ticket
Counters at this time, CAL said.

2105 Codlin Crescent, Toronto ON
Cordially invites you to participate in:

Maha Shivaratri Observance
Monday February 28 from 6 pm – 1 am
(Note that we shall make all 4 Prahar offerings together)
Following Covid-19 protocol, we encourage devotees
to call in & book a time slot between these hours.

There will also be a 2-session:

Maha Shiva Puraan Yagna
Saturday February 26 from 7 – 9 pm &
Sunday February 27 from 10 am – 12 noon

For information call:

416-679-0967 416-825-2700
905-794-4952
Website: https://bsstoronto.org/
Find us on Facebook & Instagram; @bsstorontocanada

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547
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Ramharack: Guyana looking to the gains of ‘Oil Dorado’

Georgetown – The myth of El Dorado is now a
reality, the graduating Class of 2021 at Saraswati Vidya
Niketan in Guyana was told on February 6. This nugget, among many more, came from the mother lode that
was the address delivered by guest speaker, Dr Baytoram
Ramharack, when he featured at SVN’s 17th graduation
ceremony.
Ramharack is a Guyana-born author, and a teacher at
the secondary and tertiary levels; he has been an educator for 34 years, and now teaches at Nassau Community
College, located in New York, where he also resides.
At the time he was visiting Guyana for the launch of his
third book, Jung Bahadur Singh of Guyana (1886-1956):
Politician, Ship Doctor, Labour Leader and Protector of
Indians.
During his SVN address, Ramharack remarked on the
vision of Swami Aksharanandaji, and the founding of
what he described as “one of the best schools in Guyana,
which started with an idea and 25 students”.
Complimenting SVN for doing “a tremendous job”
since its inception, Ramharack added it had since moved
on to achieve “tremendous success”.
He added, “You have topped everything; you are not
only the best in this area, [and] in this country, [but also]
at a global level.”
In an anecdotal digression that cited the depth of
his 34 years of teaching experience and exposure to
the commitment, discipline, and dedication by teachers
abroad, Ramharack evidenced a comparative of similar
attributes, which he noted were being practiced at SVN.
“If you have teachers, educators, who are so committed, [then] you can produce miracles. And that same
generosity of spirit, that same commitment to students
[that was evident abroad] is what is reflected right here…
in this institution. You have won every award there is,
you have broken every record there is; this is the most
outstanding graduating class – Year 2021,” he said to an
enthusiastic surge of applause.
Speaking to the path the country was now taking with
its potential for future economic growth, Ramharack
noted that Guyana was once “called the mythological place of El Dorado when the Europeans [arrived]:
[Hernán] Cortez, [Francis] Drake, [Francisco] Pizzarro”.
Said Ramharack: “They said there was a city built out
of gold. That is no longer a myth. It is going to be called
‘Oil Dorado’. You are all students… [and] life is different [now]; things have changed. You have that world of
opportunities opening up to you.”
However, he reminded the group to not forget their
history and ancestry as they went out to make the best
of the emerging opportunities, saying, “[When] you take
that step, and you make that move to determine what
kind of career choice you want to have for the rest of your
life… remember who you are. You come from a proud
tradition; you come from a long history of people who
struggled to make life better in this country.”
He then reminded graduates to hold on to the centre
that was their East Indian ancestry, adding that if they
were ever to forget, then they should remember the
words written by the Guyanese author, Ryhaan Shah, who
was also in attendance at the graduation ceremony.
In winding down his address, Ramharack then quoted
Shah’s writing, citing a passage written in 2015: “I would
never negate my Indian self. It is my DNA. It is my
history, my legacy, my traditions, my culture. It is my
spiritual home. If I ever denied any of it, that would be
the real dishonour. And if anyone asked that of me they
would be trampling on my guaranteed human, spiritual
and constitutional rights.”

SVN Principal Swami Aksharanandaji presents the
Principal’s Award of Excellence CAPE to the best
graduating student, Keisha Jaisingh

Rt. Hon. Justin
Trudeau
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Shaun
Chen

Scarborough North
Shaun.Chen@parl.gc.ca

Paul
Chiang

Markham—
Unionville

Government Minister of Public Service Sonia Parag
presents the Prime Minister’s Award of Excellence to
the CSEC 2nd best graduating student, Karuna Lall
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Anna Lisa Singh performs the National Anthem

Peter
Fonseca

Peter.Fonseca@parl.gc.ca Ahmed.Hussen@parl.gc.ca

Helena.Jaczek@parl.gc.ca

Ya’ara
Saks

Waterloo

indocaribbeanworld.com | february 16, 2022

Parkdale—
High Park

Arif.Virani@parl.gc.ca

Scarborough
Centre

Salma.Zahid@parl.gc.ca

Black History Month
The Carpenters’ Union Local 27 stands tall with all of our
brothers and sisters to fight for equality, justice and opportunity.
Together we can build a better future for everyone!

222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | T: 905-652-4140

Visit our website at: www.ubc27.ca
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CANADA & CARIBBEAN

CDCO hosts talks on labour shortage
Woodbridge – An open house held last is the job recovery in Canada has dramatically
week by the Carpenters’ District Council of outperformed many of our competitor econoOntario saw the start to an ongoing dialogue mies across the world. We’re now seeing many
over the shortage of skilled labour, and on the more jobs recovered in Canada than were lost
need to attract, train, and recruit workers in a at the peak of the pandemic.”
He added that now in talks with Canadian
more inclusive way to enter the construction
businesses, what is emerging
industry.
is a narrative about a labour
The event took place on
shortage.
February 11 at the CDCO’s
While there are more
headquarters in Woodbridge.
Canadians working now, at the
In virtual attendance was
same time there are also more
Minister of Immigration,
job vacancies, he said.
Refugees and Citizenship
Said Fraser: “…[We’re] not
Sean Fraser. In attendance at
going to be able to maximise
CDCO’s headquarters were
the potential that the Canadian
Caribbean diplomatic digeconomy has if we don’t… get
nitaries, Consul General for
the bodies here to do the work
Jamaica, Lincoln Downer;
that needs to be done.”
Consul General for Grenada,
As Fraser noted, the governDawne Francois; Honorary
Chris Campbell
ment is addressing the acute
Consul of St Kitts and Nevis,
Brenda Foreman; Consul General of Antigua labour shortage with a view to “[maximising]
and Barbuda, Ann Marie Layne; Acting Consul the economic potential we have during the
General for Trinidad and Tobago, Tracey recovery phase of the pandemic”.
He revealed he is now working on the conRamsubagh-Mannette; and Consul General
tinued increase in economic immigration to
for Barbados, Sonia Marville-Carter.
Member of Parliament for Vaughan- Canada, “to make sure that the workers are
Woodbridge Francesco Sorbara was also in present so we can take advantage of the projattendance, along with guests in the construc- ects that are available, and sustain Canadian
jobs of people who are working currently”.
tion, and affiliated industries.
Campbell later described the open house
The conversation among the cross-section
of the government, diplomatic dignitaries, the as a “successful first step” in challenging
construction industry, and other affiliated dis- the labour shortage while working with the
ciplines, was led by Chris Campbell, Equity Consuls General in the Caribbean community.
Additionally, Campbell noted an emergent
and Diversity Representative at CDCO.
In his virtual address, Fraser told the audi- synergy from the talks was that the Caribbean
ence that among other things the government dignitaries have indicated a willingness “to
put in place with the Covid-19 pandemic were meet in the future to work out the details on
measures to protect the Canadian economy. how to get plugged into the process to have
Supports were also introduced for businesses, workers come to Ontario to meet the demand”.
Said Campbell: “I am hoping that this will
so “they could come roaring back when the
be another conduit to source skilled constructime was right for them to do so,” he said.
Said Fraser: “What we’re seeing right now, tion workers to meet the shortage”.

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
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Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
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and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
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-
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Private Funding
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Call Kamla for more details…
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Black history is alive, thriving, & should be celebrated every day
Why Black History?
Me and Tuskegee
They try to strangle you
But you stood your ground
Flyin’ those planes
Round and round
The enemy had their plan
But you fought like a man
You’re Black and you say,
I’m American. I do give a damn!
By Dhanpaul Narine
lack History is American history. It is
rich, extensive, and powerful, but it is
confined to the shortest month of the
year. Each February, teachers go into their
rehearsed routine. They bring out the books
from a year ago, dust them and stack them on
their desks. Since it is February they will teach
‘Black History’.
Why this has to be a yearly event is not
clear, since Black History is all around us. We
breathe it and live it all the time. The reality
is that everyday is Black History day, and no
month or specific days should be set aside for
teaching it. Recently, a number of prominent
Blacks have argued that the setting aside of a
month for Black studies is unnecessary. They
say it is unAmerican.
Morgan Freeman is an actor that has won
an Academy Award. He argued in a CBS
interview that having a month set aside for
Black History is “ridiculous”, and that no other
culture has a month allocated for studying it.
When Freeman appeared on CNN, he said
that race should not be considered a factor
in the distribution of income in the US.
According to Freeman, “Why would race have
anything to do with it? Put your mind to what
you want to do, and go for that. It’s kind of
like a religion to me.”
If anyone needs a lesson in hard work and
perseverance, then he or she should look
no further than the life of Ralph Bunche.
This scholar and diplomat was born in
Detroit in Michigan in 1904. His childhood
was traumatic, and after his parents died at
an early age Bunche went to live with his
grandmother, Mrs Lucy Taylor Johnson.
One of the many lessons that his
grandmother taught the young man was that
he was inferior to none, and he should not see
race as an impediment to his progress. If he
worked hard and was honest, then doors will
open. As the world knows Bunche went on to
study at some of the best universities in the
world, including Howard University, Harvard,
and the London School of Economics.
His career took a stellar turn when he
brokered a peace agreement in the ArabIsraeli conflict in 1948. Bunche was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1950, and according
to the United Nations, “[He] championed
the principle of equal rights for everyone,
regardless of race and creed.”
This son of a barber did not let his colour
stand in the way of his career. Ralph Bunche
remains a hero to the working class, and his
story is one of inspiration.
There are others that have criticised the
media safari during Black History Month.
They argue that America is one country, and
the election of Barack Obama as its first Black
President attests to this fact. Why then should
America set aside a special month to discuss
matters relating to the Black community? This
question has merit, and as we have stated the
yearly routine makes little sense.
There are a number of reasons why this
is the case. The Civil Rights Movement is
historic. It created changes in the US that
ushered in reforms, and its impact was felt
across the world. One would think then
that students would be acquainted with the
landmark decision to desegregate schools in
the US. In a nationally standardised test, the
opposite was found to be the case.
In 2010 the National Assessment of
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Madame C.J. Walker
Educational Progress asked students to
identify the following quote on a US history
exam: “Separate education facilities are
inherently unequal”. What was alarming is
that only two percent of the 12,000 students
that took the test came up with the correct
answer. The correct answer is ‘Brown versus
Board of Education’, and any reference
to segregation, or schools, or Thurgood
Marshall, would have sufficed. However, 73
percent of students skipped the question.
According to the Southern Poverty Law
Center, “The American School system
is inexcusably treating the Civil Rights
Movement, essentially, as if it never happened,
part of a collective, general amnesia about
African-American history as a whole. And we
cannot allow this to continue.”
Henry Louis Gates is of the view that
schools have to do more to educate all
Americans about the importance of the
Civil Rights Movement. He argues that
it is in education that “we shape, almost
unconsciously, the shared sense of identity
that makes us all citizens of a common
republic”.
A survey of the curriculum in a number of
States shows the extent to which Black studies
are promoted. In 2012 only 19 States were
required to teach lessons on Dr Martin Luther
King Jr, while 12 States were mandated to
teach about the contributions of Rosa Parks.
What this means is that in the majority of
States, African-American history is relegated
to a second-class status.
The conclusion is that it would be difficult
to have a conversation about race, or the Black
contribution to society if such studies are not
part of the school system.
There is also a national lack of
understanding of American history. The
Intercollegiate Institute found that in a
test on American history, politics, and the
Constitution, only 21 percent of Americans
knew that the expression “Government of
the people, by the people and for the people”
came from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address.
However, what was most revealing was
that the study found “nearly one third of
our elected officials did not know that
‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness’
are the inalienable rights referred to in the
Declaration of Independence”.
These are compelling reasons then for a
national curriculum on Black History. One of
the areas that should be part of this study is
the wonderful contributions that Blacks have
made to the world of inventions.
Many of the appliances that we take for
granted are as a result of Blacks burning the
midnight oil. They struggled while others
slept, and often with limited resources.
Whenever you enjoy a bag of potato chips
cast your mind to 1853. It was in that year
that a diner complained to chef George Crum
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Lewis Latimer
that the fries were too thick. Crum prepared
several batches until the diner was happy with
the thinnest of the fries. Potato chips were
born!
The next time you are trying to cross a
busy Manhattan intersection, spare a thought
for Garrett Morgan. He was granted the first
traffic signal, and it was patented in 1923, a
device that was sold to the General Electric
Company. Morgan also developed the gas
mask.
Then there is Lewis Latimer. He was a
member of Thomas Edison’s laboratory, and it
was Latimer that invented the carbon filament
for the light bulb, and the threaded socket for
the bulbs. These were done in 1882.
George Washington Carver is one of
the most famous inventors in America. He
revolutionised the South with a variety of
crops that included peanuts, sweet potatoes,
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pecans, and soybeans. This former slave
taught at Tuskegee for over 50 years.
Madam C.J. Walker developed a number
of beauty products such as Glossine that
softened the hair, and was perhaps the first
Black to join the millionaire club.
Dr Charles Drew was a pioneer in
medicine. He set up a blood bank that
saved many lives. At a time when there was
racial prejudice, Drew found that “there is
absolutely no scientific basis to indicate any
difference in human blood from race to race”.
What about the cell phone? Henry T.
Sampson and Jesse Eugene Russell have played
major roles to bring the cell phone in our
hands, and they are both African-Americans.
Sampson was one of the first AfricanAmerican to earn a PhD in nuclear
engineering in the US. Russell was honoured
by the Bill Clinton administration for his work
in cell phones and wireless 4G communication
systems.
Frederick M. Jones invented another device
that we can’t do without – the refrigerator.
The first African-American woman to hold
a doctorate from MIT is Shirley Ann Jackson
– she is credited with contributing to the
development of touch-tone phones, Caller ID,
and Call Waiting.
The next time you hear beautiful music
from a guitar you should thank Robert
Fleming. He invented it in 1885, and music
has never been the same.
There are other wonderful inventions from
the Black community, and students would do
well to research them, but the point is that
Black History is alive and should be taught on
a regular basis.
The teaching of Black, as well as the
histories of other communities, will show that
America has the capacity to absorb, tolerate,
and treat others with mutual respect.

NEW YORK: DIASPORA

House of Rohan holds our crown prince of the willow

By Dhanpaul Narine
here is the House of Rohan. It dates from the 17th
century with its dukes and princes. Who can forget the
Kingdom of Rohan in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings?
In this classic, Rohan was a proud swift horse that became the
land of pastures in Middle Earth.
Our own Rohan Kanhai is a combination of all. He is
adventurous, unorthodox, and fearless, that
blasted his way from the pastures of Port
Mourant to become the Prince of the Willow.
In December 2021, Sunil Gavaskar was
doing the commentaries in South Africa. Mark
Nicholas asked Gavaskar why he named his son
Rohan. Gavaskar explained that Rohan Kanhai
was the best batsman he has seen. He said that
in a Rest of the World game in Australia, Kanhai
played the perfect innings for a magnificent
century. Gavaskar was at the other end to
A proliferation of Rohans, with maestro Rohan
appreciate the opulent stroke play. He was happy Kanhai, top; above, centre, is Rohan Kallicharran
that his son bore the name of the great man.
(l-r), dad Alvin, & Dhanpaul Narine; top right is
Rohan Kanhai was born on Boxing Day. The
Rohan Gavaskar; & bottom right, Rohan Marley
unwrapped gift went on to thrill the world with his
By the time the tour ended, all of Australia
unforgettable stroke-play, from the time he played for Guyana
was in love with him, and we must not forget
as a teenager, to his final innings at Lords in the 1975 World
[Wes] Hall, [Gary] Sobers, and [Frank ]
Cup.
Worrell.”
Rohan’s baptism of fire was at Bourda against the visiting
We must not forget Solomon either; he
Australians in 1955. He caught the eye of Keith Miller and
made that historic throw that hit Ian Mekiff ’s
Ray Lindwall as he compiled an innings that spoke of grit and
stumps to give the game its first Tied Test.
inventive strokes.
Kanhai was not one for statistics. He played the game with
The 1958-1959 tour to India and Pakistan saw Kanhai
flair and finesse. His innings were a celebration, stories to be
emerging as a brilliant batsman. He scored 256 in Calcutta that told, relived, and relished by his many fans.
remains his highest Test score, and followed this with another
But it was not all about the swashbuckler hitting the ball
double ton in Lahore.
into oblivion.
But it was on the 1960-1961 tour to Australia that Kanhai
Kanhai showed that he had the resolve and temperament to
would achieve world stature.
play the obdurate inning when it mattered; and the accolades
Joe Solomon, a contemporary on that tour, said that Kanhai
flowed like plantation sugar.
was unstoppable.
John Arlott sees Kanhai as, “[A] genius of a stroke-player”;
According to Solomon, “Rohan made a double-hundred
while Fred Trueman says, “[He] is a player with all the shots in
against Victoria. It was there that the world got to see the
his locker”; and Ian McDonald describes him as, “[The] best
falling hook, that C.L.R. James would call the triumphant fall.”
batsman I have seen.”
He added, “Rohan showed that he had the temperament for
John Woodcock, E.W. Swanston, and others have also
the big-time by making a century in each innings at Adelaide.
swooned over Kanhai’s artistry, his wristy flicks, strokes all
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around the wicket, and the ribbon of runs that
flowed.
In the early 1970s, Kanhai was bestowed with the
captaincy of the West Indies team. He instilled into
the team self-belief, and the will to win.
A series win in England in 1973 saw Kanhai and
Sobers perform their magic with centuries at Lords.
In the inaugural 1975 World Cup, a crucial
partnership between Kanhai and Lloyd gave West
Indies a winnable total. But the master was not done.
Kanhai became the manager of the West Indies
team, and saw Brian Lara break a world record.
The Jamaicans loved Kanhai, and made him their
national coach. His keen cricketing brain unearthed
talents for the region, and not a day goes by without
someone discussing him on social media.
What does it take for one that has given so much
to join the ranks of the immortals, to stamp his legacy
for all time?
In the case of Kanhai, the number of ‘Rohans’ in
the world has ensured that the name of the great man
will live forever. There is Rohan Gavaskar; but there
is also Rohan Kallicharran and Rohan Holland. These
cricketers named their sons after the maestro.
And the list goes on. Rohan Marley, son of the
legend Bob Marley, is named after Kanhai; and then
there are Rohan Kapoor, son of the Indian playback
singer Mahendra Kapoor, tennis player Rohan
Bopanna, and Rohan Kohli of YouTube fame.
There is also Rohan Oza from Shark Tank; Rohan Sippy,
the film director; and a bunch of other Rohans that include
Dennis, Davey, Jayasekera, Ricketts, and Suppiah.
Several years ago, while teaching in New York City, a young
man walked into my class. He was short and stocky with a
liking for baseball.
He too was a Rohan. I asked him about his name.
“My dad named me after a cricketer,” he said, swinging his
baseball bat.
He added, “I heard they would pitch fast balls at him, and
he would hit them out of the park, and he didn’t even wear a
helmet. That’s crazy man. I want to be like him!”
All’s well in the Kingdom of Rohan!
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Happy

Black
History
Month

Kevin Yarde, MPP Brampton North
Queen's Park
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Community Office
10215 Kennedy Rd. N,
Unit 7
Brampton, ON L6Z 0C5
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”As we celebrate
Black History
Month, let’s not
just honour the
achievements
of amazing
leaders. Let’s do
all the work of
standing up for
each other, and
making Ontario
a better province
for everyone.“
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Deyal’s columns hold up Caribbean pride
Tony Deyal: Tony Deyal Was Last Seen...
even laugh through his columns”.
t was University of the West Indies Professor Emeritus,
As she notes, these columns are a snapshot of Caribbean
Kenneth Ramchand who convinced Tony Deyal to
culture that focuses on the language and humour of the region,
compile his newspaper writings from the last 28 years
as much as it touches on socio-political issues.
into Tony Deyal Was Last Seen..., a collection of 76 narratives
She adds, “Deyal’s wry wit, social satire, self-denigrating
chosen from roughly 1,500 published columns, one for each of
humour, vivid imagery and off-beat arguments have become
Deyal’s birthdays up to 2021.
his trademark”.
As Caribbean News Global reported, Deyal’s collection takes
As Deyal has said, he is both a citizen of Trinidad and
a pan-Caribbean approach, with at least one article in Deyal’s
Tobago, and a Caribbean national, which Jacob confirms,
book examining his experiences
saying, “This is truly a collection of
while living at various locations
Caribbean columns, set in Trinidad,
throughout the English-speaking
Dominica, Jamaica, Barbados, Antigua,
Caribbean, and several other
Grenada and Guyana. Deyal’s spin
locations. Among these places are
connects readers to holidays, cricket,
Trinidad and Tobago, Belize, Antigua
calypso, politics, family and the concept
and Barbuda, Barbados, and Guyana.
of home for a Caribbean person.”
“Tony Deyal is the most widely
Also, “He is a master at capturing
read columnist in the Englishsetting and evoking Caribbean pride.
speaking Caribbean. Of the pure
The column At Play in the Field of the
humourists I have read, only Mark
Lord, Kensington Oval, serves as an
Twain is in the same league…
appreciation of Caribbean cricket fields.”
In all the islands Tony discovers
His social commentary is also pointed,
and embraces the deep, structural
she says: “Deyal always finds ways to
commonalities, and the bold features
address important topics such as the cost
on the surface that bind the peoples
of food. In Cod Have Mercy, he delivers
of the region in one Caribbean,”
a message about the price of saltfish.
Ramchand wrote in the book’s
He laments that salt is cheap and fish is
introduction.
relatively cheap, yet by the time the two
Ramchand also commented on
combine and come to the Caribbean as
Deyal’s “storytelling, communication
saltfish, it has become more expensive
Tony Deyal
schools, evocation of character and
than chicken.”

I

chronic word play”, adding that he was a “connoisseur of chaos
and lover of life”.
Tracing his history as a writer, CNG said Deyal’s weekly
regional Saturday column started in April 1993 in the Barbados
Nation, where it continues to enjoy longevity; it is also
published weekly in the Jamaica Gleaner. The column has also
made appearances in the Trinidad Express, Guyana’s Kaieteur
News, and in other regional and international publications.
In her review, Trinidad and Tobago’s Newsday writer,
Debbie Jacob, noted that while the daily national and
international media landscape is filled with “grim news”, Deyal
has “defied that norm over the years to make readers smile and

In another column, Deyal comments on economic
disagreements between nations, as in the Parable of Fish, where
“he writes of territorial disputes over flying fish, pointing out
that the fish think it is one Caribbean, even while disputes
drag on over fishing rights between Barbados and Trinidad
and Tobago”.
Focusing his writing on experiences from his stay at
different locations throughout the Caribbean, Jacob comments
on Deyal’s “spin”, saying he “connects readers to holidays,
cricket, calypso, politics, family and the concept of home for
a Caribbean person. He is a master at capturing setting and
evoking Caribbean pride.”
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The Supernatural

he small log cabin stood 20 feet from the river’s bank.
A sofa-bed turned the living room into a bedroom
whenever Tom or Marsha felt the need to rest. A large
picture window overlooked the floating wooden dock that
extended ten feet into the water. A 14-foot aluminum boat
with its small motor raised out of the water bobbed and tugged
on its rope that was tied to the dock.
Tom Brady loved to sit by the kerosene lamp on his folding
chair at the end of the dock at night with his rod in hand and
tackle box beside him. The swishing of the fly fishing line and
the ripple of the moon’s light on the surface of the water placed
Tom in a bubble of peace
and calm, insulated from the
burden of everyday living
with Marsha, who demanded
every minute of his attention.
“For better or for worse,
in sickness and in health…”
Tom loved Marsha more than
anything in the world. He
never hesitated to honour
his wedding vow to his high
school sweetheart and wife of
40 years. Tom lived to please
Marsha.
After Marsha was
diagnosed with dementia
and was forced to quit her
job, Tom retired and sold the family home in the city. With no
offspring to tie them down, the couple bought the log cabin in
cottage country with enough money left over to supplement
their pensions.
Tom enjoyed packing lunches and taking Marsha on boat
rides to different beach areas along the river, where they would
bask and splash around in the shallow water on hot summer
days. Neither Tom nor Marsha knew how to swim.
Marsha and Tom always wore life jackets for boat rides or
swimming. Due to her tendency to wander far out into the
river, whenever they waded into the water, a cord attached
Marsha’s wrist to Tom’s. He restricted her freedom, and risked
his life to protect her. Marsha, at six-foot and 200 pounds,
could pull her five foot four 150-pound husband into deeper
waters without effort.
As Marsha’s health continued to deteriorate, Tom stayed
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Additionally, Jacob notes, “Deyal’s columns celebrate the
uniqueness of the Caribbean, and remind readers that when
it comes to serious social and political topics, a light touch
goes a long way towards making readers consider a point. As
calypsonians have always said, humour is the most difficult
form of creativity, and Deyal’s humour has made him one of
the most consistent syndicated Caribbean columnists.”
Deyal wrote his first newspaper column, Blackadaisical, in
1974 for The Charlatan, the student newspaper at Carleton
University in Ottawa. He graduated with First Class Honours
in journalism, and worked for the Prime Minister’s Office in
Trinidad and Tobago as a television producer. He was then
a Hubert Humphrey Fellow at Boston University, and next a
consultant. He later became Communications Advisor to the
World Health Organisation in Barbados in 1993.
It was in Barbados where he started writing his weekly
columns for the Barbados Nation. “Tony Deyal Was Last
Seen”, the title of his book, is the well-known sign-off for
his columns, as is the trade-mark cartoon where he is being
pursued by a toothy dog while driving his “Mini-Moke”.

T h e Rit u a l

alert and close to her, only leaving her side when she fell asleep
from the sedatives prescribed by her doctor. Grocery and
medications were delivered weekly, and trash was burned in a
firepit halfway between the cottage and the river.
Due to Marsha’s condition, the Bradys did not socialise with
neighbouring cottagers, who
only came for the summer,
and closed their cabins in the
fall. Unlike the other cabins,
their home was equipped
with a wood-burning stove
in the middle of the living
room, fueled by the logs that
Tom bought from a local log
dealer. With no electricity, the
family used an icebox to store
food, and an indoor holding
tank for water from the
river. The interior washroom
facilities flushed waste into a
septic tank beside the cabin.
With no TV, Tom and
Marsha spent their winters in hibernation mode. They spent
long hours sleeping, knitting, reading, and playing board
games. Tom only left the cabin to get snow for melting into
water, fetching firewood, or burning waste. Deliveries of
essential items continued throughout the winter.
Occasionally, the picture window provided live
entertainment with winter hunting animals and birds
wandering around in the snow, or perched on nearby trees
stalking prey. Field mice and other smaller creatures burrowed
under Tom’s upturned boat behind the cabin for shelter and
protection. Snow on the frozen river provided a spectacular
view of a vast white blanket that reflected the bright rays of the
full moon or cloudless winter sunshine.
On a spring morning in April, a cold wind awoke Tom. He
sprang off the bed and scampered to the wide-open door with
his heart in his throat. The thaw of the snow in the mountains

Kamil
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swelled the river with fast
rushing water and ice. No
living creature could survive falling into the river.
“Marsha!” He yelled at the top of his voice. “Marsha!” He
dropped to his knees and howled in agony with his hands on
his head and his head pounding the ground. “Oh God, no…
no…no!”
The hardness of the cold wooden floor hurt his cheeks and
fingertips and pulled Tom back into awareness. He had no
idea of how long he had been lying with half of his body out
of the doorway. Tom struggled to bring himself up onto his
hands and knees before he remembered the reason he was
lying on the ground. His Marsha… his reason for living…
his everything… he slapped his head and turned around to
confront his reality… Marsha had vanished! He assumed the
worst!
“We can try to find her.” The medicine man with a long
ponytail a mile’s trek up the mountains gazed into Tom’s eyes.
“We can bring her back in her current condition… that’s all
we can do… we cannot alter her appearance to make it more
pleasant.”
“I don’t care. I want her back.” Tears rolled out of the
corners of Tom’s eyes. “If she can’t come to me, then I will
go to her.” He sniffled. The pain in his throat hurt when he
swallowed.
“We cannot tell if she will be angry or pleased to return.”
The elder advised Tom of the reality of his venture into the
unknown. “She may have chosen this path to rid herself of a
miserable life and rid you of the strain to take care of her.”
“Here are the strands of hair you asked for.” Tom opened a
napkin. “I pulled them from her hairbrush.”
“The fire will bring her to life.” The holy man lit a candle.
“Put out the fire to stop her in her tracks.”
He performed a ceremony that made the fire dance and
sway to the mournful tune of a flute he played. “Go.” While in
a trance, he handed the candle to Tom and turned away.
Tom lit the candle when he returned to the cabin. No one
ever saw Tom or Marsha again!
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Rowley told to ‘govern properly’

Venezuelan witnesses present during the shooting death of baby Yaelvis were
repatriated late last week in an exercise conducted by the T&T government

Govt repatriates Venezuelan witnesses

Port-of-Spain – An independent enquiry on February 6, 2022,” the statement said.
into the Coast Guard killing of baby Yaelvis
The Coast Guard said the main operaSarabia Santoyo must be urgently undertaken, tional unit in this exercise ensured that all of
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar its efforts were in keeping with the highest
said late last week.
standards of professional conduct, consistent
Persad-Bissessar called for the enquiry with the government’s policy, and the laws of
following the government’s repatriation of Trinidad and Tobago.
the witnesses who were on board the vessel
Attorney Criston J. Williams told the media
when the nine-month baby
he wanted to know whether
Yaelvis was shot and killed.
the investigation that was
She declared that the repaannounced in Parliament
triation exercise by the govhad been concluded, and
ernment reeks of a Statewhat information could be
orchestrated cover-up.
given to justify the repatria“How can there be a
tion of the witnesses.
transparent and credible
Williams also wondered
investigation into this killwhether the government’s
ing, when all the witnesses
investigation had been conwho were on that vessel,
cluded, and if so, then it
save for the child’s mother
should be made public.
and her young daughter,
He said when he last
were deported?” Persadspoke with the witnesses,
Bissessar wondered in a
they were being interstatement.
viewed by Coast Guard
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
She added, “This deporofficials.
tation provides evidence that the investigation
“We also know that they were not interinto this incident was nothing but a sham and viewed by members of the Trinidad and
damage control in the face of international Tobago Police Service. We want to know what
outrage. One can, therefore, conclude that the Acting Commissioner of Police McDonald
there will be no justice for baby Yaelvis Sarabia Jacob has to say about this, because someone
Santoyo.”
died, and there must be an investigation by the
Consequently, she said the Opposition was police,” he said.
demanding an urgent, independent enquiry
Williams added that as a member state and
into the shooting.
beneficiary of the United Nations, he believed
Later, Persad-Bissessar spoke with the the shooting incident, and its ripple effects,
media, reiterating there could be no justice could lead to a risk assessment of Trinidad and
for baby Yaelvis unless there is an indepen- Tobago’s human rights record.
dent probe. She added the government’s action
It would mean an analysis of Trinidad and
would have serious international repercussions Tobago’s compliance or noncompliance with
for Trinidad and Tobago from human rights international humanitarian, human rights, and
organisations and foreign bodies.
refugee law, including any specific record of
“It is shameful that this country is a signato- grave violations, he said.
ry to the Convention on the Rights of a Child,
Meanwhile, earlier last week Persadyet [it loads] 20 young children on a vessel in Bissessar expressed horror over what she
the middle of the night like cattle and [ships] described as the Trinidad and Tobago Coast
them back to the land that they fled. Just days guard “murdering” the nine-month old baby
after witnessing a baby boy’s head being fired Yaelvis.
at and living a bloody nightmare, they are
She also called on National Security Minister
returned to the treacherous seas,” she said.
Fitzgerald Hinds to resign from the role.
On Friday the Ministry of National Security
Persad-Bissessar said the incident made
repatriated 35 of the 39 Venezuelans who international news, even as she noted that
arrived on the vessel on February 6, and which homicides were rising in Trinidad and Tobago.
was involved in the incident with the Trinidad
“What a heart-rending, [heart-breaking]
and Tobago Coast Guard that resulted in the thing to see our Coast Guard, the Coast Guard
shooting death of the child.
of Trinidad and Tobago, firing on a migrant
Following the repatriation, attorneys repre- vessel, murdering a baby,” she said during a
senting the Venezuelan migrants demanded to UNC virtual meeting last Monday.
know why the Ministry deported “witnesses in
Said Persad-Bissessar: “We are making
the investigation”.
international news because of that... I await the
According to the National Security minis- explanation. I cannot see if you have a migrant
try, the repatriation was done in keeping with vessel, how can you open fire? You see women
established protocols between the Trinidad and and children: did they have weapons? Did anyTobago Coast Guard and its Venezuelan coun- one raise a weapon against you? Why would
terparts. Consequently, a repatriation exercise you shoot?”
was completed at the border between both
She added, “You have things to do if you say
nations.
they coming to ram you, you could have taken
“Persons on this repatriation exercise evasive action. Why did you have to shoot?
included 35 of the 39 Venezuelan nationals, Was that what you call reasonable force?...
who had entered Trinidad and Tobago illegally [Fitzgerald] Ethelbert [Hinds], resign now!”

18

Port-of-Spain – The call went out late last stituency, Laventille, Diamond Vale, and other
week to Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley to areas had similar challenges.
stop resorting “to all kinds of nasty comments”,
In response, Sammy said Rowley should
and to “govern properly”, the advice coming take his own advice.
from chairman of the Penal/Debe Regional
“If he has nothing good to say, then he
Corporation Dr Allen Sammy.
should start with himself,” he said.
As was reported in the local
Sammy denied what Rowley
media, the call for a more statesclaimed he said while speaking
man-like response came after
on UNC platform in Debe last
Sammy denied Rowley’s accusaweek Monday.
tion that [Sammy] had claimed
“I cannot believe the Prime
racial discrimination while comMinister say I spoke about racial
plaining about water problems
discrimination, and that is why
in the Penal/Debe area.
we don’t have water. What nonAdditionally, Sammy stated
sense. I never said that. I have
that Rowley has reduced goverused the expression geographic
nance in Trinidad and Tobago to
discrimination. I have spoken
“fish market politics”.
about political discrimination.”
He was the recipient of what
He said the region has been
the media described as a “severe
starved for water and resourcAllen Sammy
tongue-lashing” from Rowley,
es, which has a spiral effect on
who at the time was addressing a PNM meet- the delivery of service to the community. On
ing at the Success Laventille Secondary School. February 8 the government released a (TT)
Said Rowley: “It is not sufficient to come on $105,000 cheque to the PDRC.
the news in the night to talk about who didn’t
Sammy said four Opposition MP’s who repget water, who didn’t get water, and who didn’t resent the region in the Parliament: Dr Roodal
get water. There is one gentleman down in Moonilal, Dave Tancoo, Rodney Charles, and
Penal Debe, chairman, who comes on the news Kamla Persad-Bissessar, have been making
in this multi-racial society to tell the country strong cases for equity for them.
the reason why they not getting water in Penal
“The more [the UNC] pushes, the more
is because of racial discrimination by the PNM. the [PNM] pushes back, and seeks to push the
I want to tell Allen Sammy, when you have people of Penal/Debe. My colleagues have sponothing good to say, just shut your mouth.”
ken about the resilience of the people, and we
Saying WASA was bankrupt, partly because will stand up to any kind of attack. You throw
of the company being locked in a long-term it at us, we will stand up, we will fight back, we
contract with the Desalination Company of know how to survive,” Sammy said.
Trinidad and Tobago, Rowley mandated Public
He added, “I am urging the Prime Minister
Utilities Minister Marvin Gonzales to have to stop the nonsense. Govern properly. Do not
meetings with two umbrella trade unions to get resort to all kinds of nasty comments that tend
recommendations on how to deal with WASA. to bring the government down. Governance
He said water woes were not peculiar to has now been reduced to market politics. That
Penal/Debe, but Diego Martin, his own con- is not what we expect of our Prime Minister.”
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Body cameras coming for cops

Mayor Junia Regello (centre) walks in San Fernando in a show of force

Police presence boosted in south

San Fernando – A new anti-crime initiative was launched in the southern city of San
Fernando last week in the days following a daylight robbery that claimed the life of a jewelry
store security guard. The move will now see a
heavy and ongoing police presence in the city.
While it appeared that the authorities were
reacting to the fatality at Ketan Jewellers on
February 4, San Fernando Mayor Junia Regrello
said the crime plan was in the works before the
murder of Andy Hosein, who was shot dead by
bandits during the robbery.
Regrello said following the murder, Ag
Commissioner of Police McDonald Jacob
chaired a meeting among himself, the business
chamber, the police service, and Municipal
Police to work out details of the plan.
He said the deployment and policy of the
mobile patrol initiative was a collaboration
between the Municipal Police and the Trinidad
and Tobago Police Service to clean up the inner
city.
“This exercise was being planned for more
than two weeks now. Unfortunately, we could
not get all the bodies, the stakeholders togeth-

er, and it may have seem that it happened after
the murder; but that is not so. This has been a
work in progress,” Regrello said
He added, “We have about 50 officers on
the road... We are doing mobile patrols. We
are looking at people who are around the city
without purpose – of whom questions will be
asked. We are looking at loitering, and we are
looking at the traffic congestion, as well and
stop and search if required.”
Meanwhile, San Fernando Greater Area
Chamber president Kiran Singh said the business community was left in a state of shock
following the fatal robbery at Ketan Jewellers.
Noting that customers were also left in fear,
he said they were comforted by an increased
police presence on the streets.
“This show of force… will demonstrate the
lack of tolerance that the police service had,
and would not take from the bandits anymore,”
he said.
Singh also gave the assurance that the business community and the city corporation will
continue to insist on a consistent police presence in the city.

Rowley mourns with baby’s family

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith pulled the trigger, but that he knew the officer
Rowley continued to express sympathy with would be feeling the pain of knowing his “legal
the family of the infant killed by the Coast and appropriate” action caused the death of a
Guard after it intercepted a vessel taking child.
Venezuelan migrants to Trinidad and Tobago
“And to be called a murderer, I reject it.
on February 5.
I reject it; and I reject it,” he
However, at the same time,
declared.
he also continued to reject the
Rowley also noted there is
Opposition’s accusation that
traffic along Trinidad and
the Trinidad and Tobago Coast
Tobago’s borders by people who
Guard officers involved in the
do not observe the nation’s laws,
incident were “murderers”.
and who “take it upon themOn the night of February 5,
selves to enter in an illegal way”.
a nine-month old boy, Yaelvis
Additionally, there were
Santoyo Sarabia, was shot and
Trinidad and Tobago nationals
killed, and his mother Darielvis
who disregard Venezuela’s laws,
Sarabia injured, after Coast
with the result being a two-way
Guard officers fired on a vessel
traffic of illegality between both
Keith Rowley
transporting migrants.
countries.
According to a Coast Guard report, the ves“How we manage that: our officers in
sel had tried to ram its boat.
Trinidad and Tobago are required to prevent
Last week Rowley reiterated the govern- those persons who are coming to us illegally
ment’s position, stating that it is the job of the from Venezuela, and by the same token, the
Coast Guard to defend Trinidad and Tobago.
Guardia Nacional has the same responsibility
“It is common knowledge that in Trinidad in Venezuela in treating with our citizens who
and Tobago we are under constant penetra- go across to Venezuela,” he said.
tion by persons from other countries who see
What Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela
Trinidad and Tobago as a better opportunity,” needed is a closer relationship in patrolling
he said.
both, he said.
Additionally, “That might surprise some
He also extended sympathies again to those
people in Trinidad and Tobago, who spend directly affected by the tragedy, even as he
all their waking moments trying to convince maintained that Trinidad and Tobago’s borders
the majority of people in this country that life had to be protected.
[here] is hell on earth. But whatever it is, we
It is through those borders that arms,
protect it, we guard it, and we appreciate it.”
ammunition, and drugs enter the country, he
Rowley said as a grandfather, he under- declared.
stands what the family of the baby who was
“The job of protecting us from these situakilled must be feeling.
tions lies, and continues to lie with the Trinidad
He said he did not know which officer and Tobago Coast Guard,” he said.
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“With these outfitted vehicles, when somePort-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s
police are to be outfitted with almost 2,000 thing is happening and our camera picks it up,
body cameras, Acting Commissioner of Police it will be beamed to our operational centres,
and it will be recorded where the operational
McDonald Jacob said last week.
According to Jacob, plans to outfit officers centres could guide what is taking place,” he
said.
and police cars with cameras
remain on the front burner
Jacob said there are also
additional plans to procure
to assist with crime-fighting
and install more dash camefforts.
eras in police cars.
“It is very crucial for devel“We recognise the imporoping evidence for investigatance of it in these contemtion, and also to exonerate
porary times. It is totally
persons when allegations are
made. At the service we have
necessary; a lot of allegations that are made in rela160 functional body camertion to police and their
as, which are divided among
investigating and searches
15 different units, meaning
can be eliminated with the
to say every task force in
each unit is given a certain
use of these body cameras.
I am going full-throttle to
amount of body cameras.
ensure all front-line officers
When divided, it is a small
MacDonald Jacob
are assisted with body camnumber of cameras in each
eras,” he said.
division… just a drop in the ocean,” he said.
“However, recently we acquired 750 addiHe revealed that a department has already
tional body cameras, and we are in the pro- been set up to monitor the use of these devices
cess of doing distribution, especially to the when they are active.
Said Jacob: “That department governs it, so
front-line officers. And there are intentions
to acquire another 1,200 within the next few if that [police officer] does particular things
months,” he added.
to it, it will be an offence that can be charged
Jacob said police cars with dash cameras before a tribunal. This includes if these camhave been significantly assisting the service eras aren’t used at the right time. All of that is
while it focuses organising sourcing and dis- in place now (is that) we are just acquiring the
cameras and distribution.”
tributing the body cameras.
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BOLLYWOOD DEPARTURE

Lata Mangeshkar, Nightingale of India: September 28, 1929 - February 6, 2022

India loses Lata - a cultural icon & national treasure

K

nown as the “Nightingale of Bollywood”, the “Melody
Queen of India”, and fondly as “Didi” (big sister)
to hundreds of millions of admirers globally, Lata
Mangeshkar died in Mumbai at age 92 on February 6 after
hospitalisation in January with Covid-19.
As the British Broadcasting Corporation, Reuters, the
Guardian, and India’s media reported last week, “Didi” was
warmly loved and admired in India and internationally for
both her songs and her singing voice, with which she thrilled
admirers and connoisseurs for over seven decades.
A cultural icon and a national treasure, Lata made her name
into a shining star in Bollywood, despite appearing on screen
in just a few movies.
Trained in classical singing, her stardom rose out of
India’s film industry with her performances as a “playback
singer”, providing an unmistakeable and melodious voice for
Bollywood’s lip-syncing stars.
Lata’s bright star shone for decades, and was India’s most
in-demand singer. Her records sold in the tens of thousands,
and she boasted a back catalogue of thousands of songs that
spanned numerous genres in a total of 36 languages.
Lata was born in the central Indian city of Indore on
September 28, 1929.
Her father was a singer, theatre actor, and producer
of musical plays in the Marathi language. She was the
eldest of five children.
As Lata later recalled, her family was steeped in
classical music; in fact, film music was not “hugely
appreciated” at home, she revealed.
Also, she did not receive a formal education.
Instead, a maid taught her the Marathi alphabet,
and a local priest guided her with the Sanskrit. As
she also noted, relatives and tutors taught her other
subjects at home.
The family underwent hardship early in her
life, Lata revealed. After her father lost his money,
he was forced to shut down his film and theatre
company.
The family house in Sangli, in Maharashtra State
was auctioned, and they moved to the western city of
Poona (now Pune). Following her father’s death, the
family left for Bombay (now Mumbai).
The young Lata then turned her attention to acting to
support the family; it was the early 1940s, and there was not
enough singing in films back then. She acted in eight Marathi
and Hindi films during her short stint in the movies.
However, her singing debut came in the 1943 Marathi film
Gajabhau, “a few lines, a few words”, she later said. Four years
later in 1947, she was making a living as an actress. But it was
not an enjoyable time in her life, she said.

Speaking with interviewer Nasreen Munni Kabir, Lata later
confessed, “I never liked it – the make-up, the lights. People
ordering you about, ‘Say this dialogue; say that dialogue’. I felt
so uncomfortable”.
Her fortunes later took a turn for the better, and her first
full song came in the film Mahal in 1949. Her incipient talent
and a vocal range of four octaves were immediately noticed.
Over the next 40 years, Lata sang memorable and popular
songs in films as Pakeezah, Majboor, Awaara, Mughl-e-Azam,
Shree 420, Aradhana, and Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge.
By then she was eminent and well-appreciated. As was
reported, when Lata sang Ye Mere Watan ke Logon (You, The
People of My Land) at a public meeting, India’s first prime

minister Jawaharlal Nehru teared up.
The song is a haunting and soulful tribute to Indian soldiers
who died during the disastrous war with China in 1962.
While Lata’s voice moved prime ministers to tears,
Bollywood stars lined up for her voice. Lata sang for many
female stars, from Madhu Bala in the 1940s to Kajol in the
1990s, and alongside top male singers, including Mohammad
Rafi, and Kishore Kumar.
She also worked with every leading Bollywood director,
from Raj Kapoor, and Guru Dutt to Mani Ratnam, and Karan
Johar.
She also performed with her sister Asha Bhosle, another
leading playback singer. Lata always avoided the hints of
sibling rivalry, despite their parallel careers.
“We’re very close – we have never competed with each
other. There’s a lot of love between us, and I thoroughly enjoy
singing with her,” Asha told the BBC in 2015.
Lata was also confident enough of her craft to challenge top
Indian male singers as Mohammand Rafi. She was also the first
female singer to demand better pay and royalties.
“I am a self-made person. I have learned how to fight. I
have never been scared of anyone. I am quite fearless. But I
never imagined I would get as much as I have,” she once
said.
Lata once commented on the Bollywood songs that
received the most attention, noting, “Love songs are
the most popular. The heroine is running, and the
hero is running after her.”
Her musical tastes were quite eclectic, and she
enjoyed listening to Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin,
Nat King Cole, the Beatles, Barbra Streisand, and
Harry Belafonte. She once attended a Marlene
Dietrich concert, and loved Ingrid Bergman’s
theatre.
Lata also loved Hollywood, with her favourite
film being The King and I, which she claimed to
have seen at least 15 times. Then there were Singing
in the Rain, and the James Bond movies – the ones
featuring Sean Connery, or Roger Moore.
She loved reading too, and owned all of the
Sherlock Holmes detective novels.
She loved cars, owned a grey Hillman, a blue
Chevrolet, a Chrysler, and a Mercedes Benz. Lata kept
nine dogs as pets, and enjoyed Las Vegas’ slot machines.
Cricket was also among her loves, and she cheered for
the Indian team, sometimes taking breaks from recordings
to watch Test matches. She also boasted of owning a signed
photograph of Don Bradman.
“I always think happiness is for sharing with the world, and
sorrow is for keeping to yourself,” she once said.

Cricketers, actors, politicians mourn Lata Didi’s passing

B

profound”, adding, “If we play her songs one by one,
ollywood actors, cricketers, and politicians
we could hear her for a month and never hear the
paid tribute to Lata Mangeshkar following her
same song. I mourn with the rest of the country for
death on February 6. She was 92 years old.
our nightingale.”
Lata was undergoing treatment at Mumbai’s
On his blog, Amitabh Bachchan wrote, “She has
Breach Candy Hospital for almost a month after
left us. The voice of a million centuries has left us.
testing positive for Covid-19 on January 8.
Her voice resounds now in the Heavens! Prayers for
According to hospital official Pratit Samdani, Lata
calm and peace.” Lata sang in many Bachchan films,
died of “multi-organ failure after more than 28 days
among them, Yeh Kahan Aagaye Hum, and Dekha Ek
of hospitalisation post Covid-19”.
Khwab.
Following news of her death, India’s Prime
“How can one forget such a voice! Deeply
Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, “I am anguished
saddened by the passing away of Lata Mangeshkar ji,
beyond words. The kind and caring Lata Didi has
my sincere condolences and prayers,” actor Akshay
left us. She leaves a void in our nation that cannot be
Kunar declared on Twitter.
filled. The coming generations will remember her as a
MP for the opposition Congress party, Rahul
stalwart of Indian culture, whose melodious voice had
Gandhi, also offered condolences in a tweet, writing,
an unparalleled ability to mesmerise people.”
“She remained the most beloved voice of India for
A tweet from former India cricket captain Virat
many decades. Her golden voice is immortal, and will
Kohli similarly expressed his sorrow at her passing:
continue to echo in the hearts of her fans.”
“Deeply saddened to hear about the demise of Lata
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute to Didi during her
While Dharmendra tweeted a photo with himself
ji. Her melodious songs touched millions of people
February 6 funeral service
and Didi on the day of her death, writing, “The whole
around the world. Thank you for all the music and
Sachin Tendulkar traveled to the Mumbai hospital to pay
world is sad, can’t believe you have left us!!! We will miss you
the memories.”
tribute to Lata.
Lata ji, pray for your soul, be in peace”, he later told the Times
A.R. Rahman shared a picture of himself with Mangeshkar
Tributes were also paid to Lata from abroad, with Pakistan’s
of India he could not bring himself to attend her last rites on
on Twitter, adding, “[Love], respect, and prayers”.
Prime Minister Imran Khan, also a former cricketer,
February 6.
On Instagram, Priyanka Chopra wrote, “The music will
paying homage via Twitter, saying, “With the death of Lata
As he told the publication, he felt “uneasy” about Didi’s
never stop. Om Shanti Lataji”; while Kareena Kapoor, as A.R.
Mangeshkar the subcontinent has lost one of the truly great
passing, and did not want to “see her leaving”.
Rahman had done on Twitter, shared a picture of Lata on her
singers the world has known. Listening to her songs has given
Said Dharmendra: “I was very uncomfortable and uneasy. I
Instagram account.
so much pleasure to so many people all over the world.”
got ready not once, but three times to go for Didi’s last rites…
Former Indian batsman Virender Sehwag also took to
Also, English singer Boy George described Lata on Twitter
But every time, I pulled myself back. I didn’t want to see her
Twitter, writing, “A voice which has resonated with, brought
as “one of India’s most beautiful voices”.
leaving us. I was feeling very uncomfortable and uneasy after
joy and happiness to millions around the world, leaves”.
Bollywood actress Kajol wrote that Lata was “prolific and
hearing the news of Lata Mangeshkar’s demise…”
And as the Indian media reported, former Indian cricketer
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Sangam seen with modern lens privileges men, makes women voiceless
By Sampada Sharma
hen Raj Kapoor established RK Films at the age
of 24, he was considered a trailblazer. Throughout
the 1950s, one film after another, RK Films
churned out movies that were loved by the audience, and aside
from being entertaining, they were socially conscious.
While these films may get a little preachy at times, they
forced the audience to examine their surroundings while also
initiating a conversation about the problems that the common
man was facing. But as the 1960s rolled around, RK Films
turned a new chapter.
Now, when Raj Kapoor took on the director’s role, he tried
a plethora of subjects, some of which haven’t aged as well. The
first film that Raj Kapoor made in the decade was his first
film in colour. Starring himself, Vyjayanthimala, and Rajendra
Kumar, the film was Sangam.
Sangam has everything that an RK banner film was known
for – great cast, accomplished actors and melodious music. The
film even treated its audience to a European vacation via their
visuals, which was quite a big deal back in the day as not many
movies were shot in foreign locations, and it was a big draw for
the cinema-going audience.
But upon watching the film again, it is evident that Sangam
is over three-hours of male privilege being shoved down the
audience’s throat. Allow me to explain why.
Sangam has Raj Kapoor playing Sunder, Vyjanthimala
playing Radha, and Rajendra Kumar playing Gopal. Sunder
has been in love with Radha ever since they were little kids,
and his obsession has followed him well into their adulthood.
So much so that when he asks her if she will ever be with
him in the song Bol Radha Bol, she says a definitive no, but he
just won’t take that for an answer.
From stealing her clothes as she takes a dip in the lake, to
almost manhandling her as she says she is just not into him –
he simply does not back off.
He shows up at her house when he wants, tricks her into an
outing when he feels like it, and just assumes that a love letter
that she has probably written is meant for him.
Reading this in 2022 must make you feel like Sunder is the
villain of this story, but that’s where you are wrong – Sunder
is the ‘hero’ of this story who faces no repercussions for his
actions, and is actually ‘rewarded’ in the film.

W

It simply isn’t possible for a film to have only morally
righteous characters, but when objectionable characters are
rewarded for their problematic behaviour, that’s where you start
wondering about the conditioning of the Hindi film audience.
The film’s events take various bizarre turns, which include
Sunder becoming an Air Force officer, him going to war so
he can prove to Radha that he is worthy, and later, him being
presumed dead.
In the meanwhile, Radha and Gopal, who have been in
love from the start, but haven’t acted on it because of Sunder’s
constant interference, are ready to get married. Well, turns out
Sunder isn’t dead, and as soon as he returns, Gopal ‘sacrifices’
his love so Sunder can marry Radha.
In all of this, there is not even a single scene where Radha is
asked about her wishes, and this is the woman who cringed at

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

the thought of being with Sunder.
But as it happens in Hindi films that are often written by
men, Radha turns into a pativrata patni in just the next scene!
Radha is metaphorically tossed around between the two
best friends, until the last 15 minutes of the film where she
finally asks if she will ever have a say in this, but as expected,
no one cares what she thinks.
The men do as they please, and Radha is just supposed to
love her husband because that is what sanskari women do.
It is so jarring to see a female character in a Raj Kapoor
film who does absolutely nothing but dreams of being with her
lover, or later prances around Europe with her husband.
I say jarring because the female characters in films
previously directed by Raj Kapoor had purpose and agency.
In Awaara, Nargis is a lawyer who also happens to be at the
centre of the love story. Her profession isn’t just a tag for her,
but also serves an essential purpose in the story.
In Shree 420, Nargis again plays a morally upright school
teacher who walks away from her beloved because he is a
dishonest man.
So it comes as a shock that Vyjanthimala is shown to have
absolutely no character arc in Sangam, other than being
someone’s love interest.
Raj’s Sunder, who has all the red flags that one should be
looking out for, finally married the woman he has always
dreamed of, but as soon as that’s done, he is a changed man.
On their first anniversary, he finds an old love letter and
starts questioning his wife as if she was some stranger. She is
heartbroken, embarrassed, and wants to prove her innocence,
but he implies that she has probably been with other men.
And by this point, you question if this ‘hero’ ever deserved
the love of his life, and more so, a movie.
Sangam is a love triangle that was meant to appeal to the
masses, and the noteworthy part is, it did. The film is still
remembered for its evergreen music; and a few years ago, it
was reported that the film might be heading for a remake
(thank god, we haven’t heard anything more on that front).
As problematic as Sangam seems now, it is worth noting
that the audience of the 1960s was exposed to a limited
worldview, but for a filmmaker of Raj Kapoor’s calibre, who
was making more wholesome films in the 1950s, Sangam
seems like a step back.
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD
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Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Broad clean bowled by Caribbean omission

N

Dark clouds lift over Headingley after ECB go-ahead for Test & ODI matches

International matches back at Headingley

I

nternational matches at Headingley Stadium were conditionally restored last week,
with the England & Wales Cricket Board
saying it was impressed by ongoing work to
change the toxic and racist culture at Yorkshire.
The club lost its privilege to host international games last year over the handling of racism and bullying allegations made by former
player Azeem Rafiq. The mishandling of the allegations also led to sponsors pulling out their
support for the club.
Since then, Yorkshire have made moves to
address the fallout with the appointment of
new chair Lord Kamlesh Patel in November,
and with ongoing efforts to change the culture
at the club.
Rafiq welcomed the news, saying, “This is
the correct decision by the ECB – under Lord
Patel the club has shown a real willingness to
change and has already come a long way. His
leadership has earned the club another chance,
but the reforms must continue, and we must
see real change.”
While the ECB cleared the way for Yorkshire
to open up its doors again, at the same time it
was made clear that the club will only be able
to host the third Test against New Zealand in

June, and the ODI against South Africa in July,
if two further conditions are met come the end
of March.
Overall, the ECB was satisfied that Yorkshire
were committed to building a culture of equity,
diversity, and inclusion; that it had shown evidence of a zero-tolerance approach to discrimination; and were committed to identifying and
tackling historic cases of discrimination and
ensuring a welcoming environment to everyone.
Said Lord Patel: “I welcome this decision,
and thank the board of the ECB for supporting
the return of international matches at Headingley once again. We have worked night and day
to bring about tangible change at Yorkshire, and
the removal of the sanctions has validated and
reignited our drive for positive progress.”
He added, “I would like to thank the ECB for
its support, and its robust challenge throughout the process. It has been a difficult period
for Yorkshire County Cricket Club, and there
remains a lot of work to be done, but the level
of scrutiny has pushed us towards implementing action which will not only transform this
club, but can lead the way forward for the sport
as a whole.”

ot making the team for the upcoming
West Indies tour has left him “confused and angrier with each passing
day”, England bowler Stuart Broad lamented
last week.
Along with his omission, England’s leading
wicket-taker James Anderson also did not get
the pick for the West
Indies tour.
“The decision has hit
me pretty hard,” Broad
wrote in his column for
the Mail last week.
He took 13 wickets
from three Tests during
the recent 4-0 Ashes defeat in Australia, and is
England’s second-highest wicket-taker with
537 from 152 matches.
Following the Ashes
loss, England head
coach Chris Silverwood, director of cricket Ashley Giles, and assistant coach Graham
Thorpe all left their
Stuart
roles. Andrew Strauss
temporarily took over from Giles, and appointed Paul Collingwood as England’s interim head
coach for the Caribbean tour.
The decision to leave him out of the tour
did not go well, with Broad writing in the Mail:
“The support I have received elsewhere tells me
how other people feel. For example, I have had
more WhatsApps over the last few days than
when I took eight for 15 to beat the Australians
at Trent Bridge in 2015.”
He added, “I hopped on the Tube in London the following day, and people were asking,
‘What on earth is going on?’ I couldn’t explain
it. How do you?”
Following the announcement of the squad

WI bowlers scored, batters did not deliver

W

hile the West Indies bowlers deliv- people have got to stand up and make sure they
ered and held up their end, it was are batting for West Indies.”
the batters who failed to deliver in
However, Simmons commended the bowlthe recently concluded ODI series against In- ers, saying, “I think the positive is the fact that
dia, coach Phil Simmons said last week.
the bowlers have done what we have asked of
Simmons was
them… I think the
commenting on
way how we have
the dismal perforgone about our
mance with the
task on the field
bats that saw West
when bowling and
Indies swept 3-0
fielding have been
by India.
hugely positive all
He also noted
around.”
that while the batSimmons also
ters are equipped
noted that the team
with the technihad to “assess the
cal ability, there
situation” and play
is still work to be
accordingly.
He
done on assessing
added that most
match situations.
of the West Indies
The West Inbatters “in that top
dies bats did not Hope is lost following dismissal by India’s
five or six have Test
perform through- Mohammed Siraj last week
hundreds or Test
out in the series, failing to score 200 in all the runs, so they can bat”.
matches. The team scored 176 in the first ODI,
Top order batters during the ODI series infollowed by scores of 193 in the second match, cluded Shai Hope and Darren Bravo, both with
and 169 in the third encounter.
Test hundreds.
However, the West Indies bowlers held their
Simmons said the batters are not technically
end, restricting India to 237/9 in the second flawed.
ODI, and 265 in the third.
“I think it is our assessment of the situation,
Said Simmons following the sweep: “[The and on some occasions we assess it, but our exbatting] does need urgent attention because it ecution is not the best,” he said.
just lost us the last two games. I think if you
He was also disappointed with the ODI perbowl India out for 230 and 260, you expect to formances despite the team making strides.
chase it.”
“I think the last six games have been diffiHe added, “Just under a year ago we were cult in this format. We started putting things
cruising to 280 and 290 against Sri Lanka, together last year when we played Sri Lanka.
which have similar spinners… The batting is a It was difficult against Australia [in 2021], but
huge concern; people have got to stand up now we started putting things together, so for this to
as we go into a next set of ODIs in June, and come now it is hard to take,” he said.
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to tour the West Indies and its key omissions,
Strauss noted that the move did “not mean the
end” of Broad’s and Anderson’s international
careers.
But Broad did not handle being dropped
well, lamenting, “Right now, I feel gutted. Do
I need to prove myself again? In my mind, I’ve
nothing to prove.”
Additionally, “I am a
proven performer, so it
is now about the English cricketing summer,
and mentally and physically targeting the home
series against New Zealand in June.”
Meanwhile, Strauss
urged Broad and Anderson to get “fired up”
for the summer, while
adding their England
careers had not ended.
Following the announcement that Broad
and Anderson would
not head to the Caribbean, Strauss told the
Broad
media that the veteran
bowlers “were both very disappointed”.
He added, “They’re both very passionate
about playing for England. I hope that they understand the rationale for the decision, and also
they understand that no one is saying this is the
end of the road for either of them. Their job
right at the moment is to get themselves fired
up to go for the start of the international summer in June.”
England will arrive in Antigua on February
25, and will play a four-day warm-up match
starting on 1 March. It will be followed by three
Tests.
The first Test at the Sir Vivian Richards
Cricket Ground in Antigua starts on March 8.

CRICKET

Sunrisers sign Pooran in historic IPL bid

N

icholas Pooran made history in Caribbean cricket
when he took the highest bid for a West Indies player
in the Indian Premier League auction last Saturday,
the historic moment seeing him signed by Sunrisers Hyderabad
for a top score of [Indian Rupees] 10.75 crore, approximately
(US) $1.43 million. Pooran is a
Trinidad-born national and international batter and wicketkeeper.
Other West Indian cricketers
who returned high scores during
the auction were Barbados’ Jason
Holder, who was snapped up by
Lucknow Super Giants for 8.75
crore, the equivalent of (US) $1.16
million, and Shimron Hetmyer
from Guyana.
Hetmyer was the first West Indian player bought in the IPL auction, and was snapped up by Rajasthan Royals for 8.51 crore (US)
$1.13 million. The acquisition of
Hetmyer saw his old team, Delhi
Capitals in a bidding war with the
Royals; however, the Royals preNicholas
vailed with a higher bid.
Another West Indian player, Dwayne Bravo, returned to
Chennai Super Kings for 4.40 crore, which is around (US)
$584,000.
Kieron Pollard, Andre Russell, and Sunil Narine were the
West Indians retained before the IPL auction. Pollard and Narine
had a retention price of six crore, (US) $796,000, while Russell
was retained at 12 crore, which is around (US) $1.59 million.
The auction also saw Ishan Kishan as the most expensive buy,
with the Mumbai Indians securing him for 15.25 crore, around
[US] $2.02 million. Deepak Chahar was bought for 14 crore
(US) $1.85 million from Chennai Super Kings, and was the second-most expensive player in the auction.
Prasidh Krishna and Lockie Ferguson were acquired for 10
crore (US) $1 million each, going to the Royals and Lucknow
respectively, while Josh Hazlewood was bought by Royal Chal-

lengers Bangalore for 7.75 crore, around (US) $1.02 million.
Shardul Thakur was also in the big money, with Delhi paying 10.75 crore (US) $1.42 million. Out of the spinners, Kuldeep Yadav was also picked by Delhi for two crore, around (US)
$265,000.
There were also large bids in
the uncapped categories, with
Sunrisers spending 6.5 crore (US)
$863,000 for Abhishek Sharma,
and 8.75 crore (US) $1.16 million
for Rahul Tripathi.
Gujarat Titans spent nine crore
(US) $1.19 million for Rahul Tewatia. Shreyas Iyer also fetched 12
crore, around (US) $1.59 million
from Kolkata Knight Riders.
The club also took back Australian pacer Pat Cummins for 7.25
crore, around (US) $962,000. Ravichandran Ashwin took five crore,
nearly (US) $663,000 from the
Rajasthan Royals, while Shikhar
Dhawan was picked up by Punjab
Kinds for 8.25 crore, around (US)
Pooran
$1.13 million.
Day two of the auction saw Eoin Morgan, England’s whiteball captain, going unsold. He captained Kolkata Knight Riders
to the final last year, but has averaged 18.13 with a strike rate of
118.13 in T20 since the start of last year.
However, there were a couple of top buys from the English
contingent, along with deals for Alex Hales and Benny Howell,
two players who are currently outside the international set-up.
Punjab Kings signed up Liam Livingstone for (US) $1.53 million, with Mumbai picking up Jofra Archer for (US) $1.06 million despite Archer being unable to play this season.
There were also successful bids for Mark Wood by Lucknow,
Jonny Bairstow by Punjab, and Jason Roy by the Gujarat Titans.
Overall, there were contracts for 11 England-qualified players
across the two-day auction event, with Jos Buttler and Moeen
Ali retained by their franchises.

Heavy workload as India prepare for World Cup

I

ndia taking on New Zealand in a one-off T20I and five ODIs
She added, “[That is] what every team would want to do –
is the perfect opportunity for their pacers to get acclima- find their composition and their core, so they can prep for the
tised to the conditions, captain Mithali Raj said last week. World Cup.”
Raj added the series would offer ideal grounds for preparation
India have been a force to reckon with in ICC tournaments
with the ICC Women’s ODI World Cup coming up. India is since making the final in the 2017 World Cup. They also stormed
looking to repeat its feat from the 2017 edition, and maybe even into the final of the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup in 2020 before
go one step ahead.
losing to Australia at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
“It will take [the women’s
While the two final appearteam] at least two or three
ances would have helped playgames to get used to the coners understand the pressure of
ditions. We are here to use this
playing in a big match, this time
series as preparation for the
the team is leaving nothing to
World Cup, because it is the
chance. This time around, India
best way we get to know about
are travelling with a sports psythe wickets and composition
chologist to help the players to
we will have next month,” Raj
deal better with the pressures of
said.
a world tournament.
She added, “We want to put
Raj said she was pleased with
in our best standard of cricket,
the players having a psychologist
so the team derives a lot of conalong for support.
fidence when we get into the
“I think every individual
World Cup. We play to win, but
has their own way of absorbing
I look forward to giving some
pressure, coming out and playgame time to the core players.
ing their best cricket. Having a
It is important they find their
sports psychologist travelling
rhythm before the World Cup.”
with the team this time around
The Indian women are fachelps. She has one-on-one sesing a gruelling tour ahead, with
sions with the players to give
the series against New Zealand
them more time to understand
and then seven matches in the
how to deal with their pressures,
Mithali Raj
World Cup before the knockand find ways that they can abouts.
sorb and play their best cricket,” she said.
Said Raj: “Workload is in our minds, but having said that,
Also, “In today’s time, it is even more important and helprather than seeing two months... if you look at the games we are ful to have them around travelling with the team with longer
getting, it could be around five-plus or nine or ten of the World duration of quarantines and bio-bubbles. Unlike before where
Cup games.
we get into the World Cup directly, we have a series where the
Additionally, “We do have a couple of more seamers in the tour is extended for two months. It does help to have a one-onside, so we’ll see how we can give them an opportunity. The one session with them because you see things in a very different
workload is secondary right now, but getting them to bowl in perspective, and that clearly helps you understand your own self
these conditions is important. So, that is where they need that to find your own ways.”
game time to get on to the field, and get two to three games to
She also noted, “Everyone has different ways of dealing with
get used to the conditions.”
pressures and quarantine times, to have somebody address those
Raj said the plan was to give game time to the core players, issues is always helpful – a more professional support.”
with the view that “each and every one of them find their rhythm
India start their World Cup campaign against Pakistan on
before the world Cup”.
March 6 in Mount Maunganui.
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)
Wednesday February 16, 2022
WI tour of India, 2022: India vs West Indies, 1st
T20I, Eden Gardens, Kolkata, 07:30 PM
Thursday February 17, 2022
South Africa tour of New Zealand, 2022: New
Zealand vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 1, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Friday February 18, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Australia, 2022: Australia vs
Sri Lanka, 4th T20I, Melbourne Cricket Ground,
Melbourne, 07:10 PM
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Qualifier A 2022:
Oman vs Nepal, 1st Match, Group A, Al Amerat
Cricket Ground, Al Amerat, 10:00 AM
Canada vs Philippines, 2nd Match, Group A, Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
Germany vs Bahrain, 4th Match, Group B, Al
Amerat, 02:00 PM
Ireland vs United Arab Emirates, 3rd Match,
Group B, Al Amerat, 02:00 PM
India vs West Indies, 2nd T20I, Eden Gardens,
Kolkata, 07:30 PM
New Zealand vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 2,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Saturday February 19, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Qualifier A 2022:
Nepal vs Philippines, 6th Match, Group A, Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
Oman vs Canada, 5th Match, Group A, Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
Ireland vs Bahrain, 8th Match, Group B
Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 2), Al
Amerat, 02:00 PM
UAE vs Germany, 7th Match, Group B, Al
Amerat, 02:00 PM
New Zealand vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 3,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Sunday February 20, 2022
Australia vs Sri Lanka, 5th T20I, Melbourne
Cricket Ground, Melbourne, 05:10 PM
India vs West Indies, 3rd T20I, Eden Gardens,
Kolkata, 07:30 PM
New Zealand vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 4,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Monday February 21, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Qualifier A 2022
Ireland vs Germany, 9th Match, Group B, Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
UAE vs Bahrain, 10th Match, Group B, Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
Nepal vs Canada, 11th Match, Group A, Al
Amerat, 02:00 PM
Oman vs Philippines, 12th Match, Group A, Al
Amerat, 02:00 PM
New Zealand vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 5,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Tuesday February 22, 2022
ICC Mens T20 World Cup Qualifier A 2022: TBC
vs TBC, 5th Place Semi-Finals (A3 v B4)
Al Amerat Cricket Ground (Ministry Turf 1), Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
TBC vs TBC, 7th Place Semi-Finals (B3 v A4), Al
Amerat, 10:00 AM
TBC vs TBC, Semi-Final 1 (A1 v B2), Al Amerat,
02:00 PM
TBC vs TBC, Semi-Final 2 (B1 v A2), Al Amerat,
02:00 PM
Wednesday February 23, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Bangladesh, 2022:
Bangladesh vs Afghanistan, 1st ODI, Zahur
Ahmed Chowdhury St., Chattogram, 11:00 AM
Thursday February 24, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Qualifier A 2022
TBC vs TBC, 5th Place Play-off, Al Amerat,
10:00 AM
TBC vs TBC, 7th Place Play-off, 10:00 AM
TBC vs TBC, 3rd Place Play-off, 02:00 PM
TBC vs TBC, Final, Al Amerat, 02:00 PM
Friday February 25, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 1, M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru, 09:30 AM
Bangladesh vs Afghanistan, 2nd ODI,
Chattogram, 11:00 AM
New Zealand vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 1,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!
Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton
Newly Renovated. Registered second unit
dwelling with the City of Brampton.
Approximately 3,000 sq ft.

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
Neighbourhood,
Walking Distance
To Schools
& Parks.

Etobicoke
Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
Artwalk Condos is a new
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

$600s*

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!
A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

