CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Omicron Variant Emergence

Leaders call on nationals to get vaccinated
Toronto – Emergence of omicron as yet another
Covid-19 variant threat to global health last week,
along with its landfall in Canada, Europe, Australia,
and Japan, saw national leaders and health
experts further urging populations and
communities to secure full vaccination as a layer of protection against
the coronavirus.
Urgent and ongoing study of
the omicron variant is now being
undertaken globally, with the
World Health Organisation revealing in a briefing today that it expects
to have more information on the variant’s transmissibility within days.
At this time, major questions remain unanswered on whether the variant is more transmissible than the delta strain; whether it evades vaccines;
and if it makes the infected more ill.
Meanwhile, national leaders were seizing on the
emergence of the omicron variant to urge populations to continue getting inoculated.
Earlier this week, Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan
Ali, called on nationals to become fully vaccinated,
saying it was the only “tool” available to protect

against the deadly novel coronavirus.
“If it is that [the omicron] variant is far more
infectious, then the only thing that can protect us
is the vaccination, the only thing that will
slow hospitalisation is the vaccination,
the only thing that will slow the death
rate, and … successfully, is the vaccination,” Ali said.
Also earlier this week in a
related development, Trinidad and
Tobago was added to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s
Level 4 Covid-19 Advisory List due
to its escalating Covid-19 numbers.
The Level 4 category advises US nationals to avoid travel to these areas unless vaccinated.
Other Caribbean nations on the Level 4 list are
Barbados and Dominica; it also includes Germany,
and the UK.
November saw a steep climb in infection numbers and fatalities in Trinidad and Tobago, with its
government also noting a decrease in the pace of
vaccinations. Also, yesterday around 30 anti-vaxxer
protesters and other activists were arrested in PortSee Page 14: Wait for facts

• indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com

T&T now at Level 4
Port-of-Spain – US nationals were warned
yesterday by the US State Department to not
travel to Trinidad and Tobago due to its high
level of Covid-19 cases.
The warning came via a travel advisory
from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which issued a Level 4 Travel
Health Notice for Trinidad and Tobago.
“Do not travel to Trinidad and Tobago due
to Covid-19”, the advisory stated.
The warning came days after Trinidad and
Tobago registered 10,000 active Covid-19
cases. The CDC moves a country to Level 4
when more than 500 cases per 100,000 residents are registered in the past 28 days.
Trinidad and Tobago was previously at
Level 3, which only advised against non-essential travel if unvaccinated. However, its high
November levels of Covid-19 cases saw the
issuing of the Level 4 advisory telling US
nationals to avoid travel unless vaccinated.
The CDC also warned that even fully vaccinated persons may be at risk of becoming
infected and spreading Covid-19 variants.
There are over 70 nations now on the CDC’s
Level 4 list, including Poland and Niger.

INSURANCE

www.omesh.com

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Imdadul Islamic Centre has been forging strong partnerships with local community health partners, among
them the Black Creek Community Health Centre, which saw it holding two vaccine clinics last summer.
The success of the relationship was celebrated during the Centre’s November 20 banquet fundraising
dinner, when the Black Creek Community Health Centre presented an Appreciation Recognition award
to the Imdadul Islamic Centre management in appreciation of the partnership. In the photo, receiving the
award are Imdadul’s Secretary, Osman Khan (left), and President Haroon Sheriff (far right); presenting the
award were Black Creek’s Joesiann Nelson, Senior Manager of Health Promotion & Community Programs
(second from left), and Michelle Westin, Associate at the Community Centre. See story on Page 15.
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$658,000
Thief Wanted – Wotta Home
Excellent Value. Detached home with 4 bedrooms,
4 baths, basement with an in-law suit, detached
double car garage, fireplace, potlights. This home
is recently renovated. It’s an ideal investment. Fast
possession.

$699,900
Red Hot & Ripe For A Deal
Dandy Discount! Features 3 bedrooms on the
upper floor and 2 in the basement. Impressively
large home with 2 kitchens, 2 laundries and
separate entrance to basement. Fully upgraded
with quartz counter, laminate floors, and potlights.
A rare find.

$690,000

$719,000

Fabulous Bargain

Roomy & Reasonable

Fractured price. This home features 3 plus 2
bedrooms, 3 washrooms, long driveway, skylight
and a finished walkout basement. Priced for quick
sale.

Thrifty Thinking. Spacious home with 4 levels.
Features 3 bedrooms on the upper level and 3
bedrooms in the lower portion. This home has
large windows, sun room, and is on a premium 60’
frontage. Great long-term investment.

$799,900
Yard Of Yards

Sits on a premium 60 x 176 feet lot. This home
has extensive landscaping, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
double car garage, covered front porch, spacious
living room with stone fireplace and is updated with
laminate and ceramic floors. Don’t wait.

$799,990

$799,900
Classic Home

Family-friendly neighborhood. Spacious 4 bedrooms, master with full washroom, main floor
den, sun room and a double car garage with a
loft above for entertainment. The attic in this home
is also finished for additional space. Super buy!

$1,549,000

3,300 Sq Ft Home

The Rumbling Creek

Here is an opportunity to enjoy this home with 5
bedrooms, 3 baths, main floor office, living and
family room. This sprawling home sits on 84 feet
frontage with an inground pool. Nicely updated
with quartz counters and white kitchen cabinetry.
It’s a home to enjoy.

Nestled in a private oasis with nature’s exquisite
beauty along bird songs intermingled with the
rumbling creek. This lovely home features 3 + 2
bedrooms, 5 washrooms, a walkout basement
with a self-contained suite for the extended family.
Come on over.
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DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Markham Fire and Emergency Services Fire Chief Adam Grant standing in front of the 474 combination smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms received through Safe Community Project Zero; behind him are Deputy Fire
Chief Matt Keay (left) and Deputy Fire Chief Chris Nearing (right)

Markham Fire donates smoke, carbon monoxide alarms
Markham – Markham Fire and Emergency Services,
together with Enbridge Gas and the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire
Safety Council, are working to improve home safety and bring
fire and carbon monoxide-related deaths down to zero.
MFES received 474 combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms through Safe Community Project Zero, a public education campaign that receives financial backing from Enbridge
Gas. The alarms will be distributed to vulnerable and at-risk
residents in Markham. In 2019, MFES received 360 alarms.
This year, Enbridge Gas invested $500,000 in Safe Community
Project Zero to provide more than 16,600 alarms to residents in
70 municipalities across Ontario. Over the past 13 years, the
program has provided more than 68,000 alarms to Ontario fire
departments.
“Markham and its partners are committed to fire safety and
by looking out for one another, we are giving the gift of peace
of mind, saving lives, and ensuring no one is left behind,” said
Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti.
He added, “We are delighted to once again be a partner in
this program, and offer our deep appreciation to Enbridge Gas,
for providing the devices that will be distributed throughout the
community.”
When properly installed and maintained, combination
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms help provide early warning
to safely escape from a house fire or carbon monoxide exposure.
Carbon monoxide is an invisible, toxic, odourless gas that is
produced when common fuels such as propane, gasoline, natural gas, heating oil or wood do not burn completely in furnaces,

gas or wood fireplaces, hot water heaters, and other appliances.
“We are pleased to be part of Safe Community Project Zero
again so we can support public education with free alarms to
the most vulnerable in our community,” said Markham Fire and
Emergency Services Fire Chief Adam Grant.
Additionally, “Ontario homeowners are required to install a
working carbon monoxide alarm next to each sleeping area of
the home if there’s a fuel-burning appliance, a fireplace, or an
attached garage. If you live in a condo or apartment building
with a service room or a garage, these alarms must be installed
in the room and adjacent to each sleeping area above, below, and
beside the service room and garage.”
“Carbon monoxide is known as the ‘silent killer’ for a reason,
and we have proof that prevention saves lives. We know that the
best way to avoid carbon monoxide exposure is to eliminate it
at the source by properly maintaining fuel-burning equipment,
and that the alarms are a critical second line of defense to protect against carbon monoxide poisoning,” said Steve McGivery,
Director, GTA East Operations, Enbridge Gas.
The objective of Safe Community Project Zero is to deliver
combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms to Ontario
communities that need them the most, said Jon Pegg, Ontario
Fire Marshal and Chair of the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety
Council.
Pegg added, “It’s a program that fire departments can adopt
to help educate their communities about the requirement for all
Ontario homes to have a carbon monoxide alarm if they have a
fuel-burning appliance or an attached garage.”

Ontario govt invests in Tillsonburg auto parts manufacturer

Tillsonburg, ON – The Ontario government is supporting in Ontario’s talented workforce and creating the conditions for
a $27 million investment by Oxford County auto parts manu- long-term economic growth,” he added.
John W. Cummings, North American Operations Director
facturer THK Rhythm Automotive Canada Limited to help
strengthen Ontario’s automotive and domestic manufacturing for THK Rhythm Automotive, said the grant funding received
will be used to support the technology investsectors, while attracting investment to the local
ment that THK is making in our Ontario manueconomy.
THK Rhythm Automotive Canada will invest
facturing facilities.
He added, “This includes the installation of
$27 million to purchase advanced manufacturing equipment, including automated machining
state-of-the-art machining and assembly centres
which will be required to launch the new autoand assembly centres to manufacture steering
motive business that has been awarded to THK.
and linkage components.
With $1 million from the Southwestern
These investments will allow us to remain a leader in the design and manufacturing of automoOntario Development Fund, the company will
create about 100 new jobs.
tive linkage and suspension components, creating about 100 new jobs in our Ontario facilities.”
Through this project, THK Canada will also
Ernie Hardeman, MPP for Oxford, was
expand its Tillsonburg plant by about 13,000
pleased to see such a vital support for investment
square feet to provide the necessary space to
in Oxford’s automotive industry.
improve the flow of material throughout the
Vic Fedeli
production process, in turn reducing costs.
“This project will make a significant impact in
“Through the Regional Development Program, our govern- our community, and is an important part of strengthening our
ment is making targeted investments in local manufacturers to local economy,” he declared.
help them create good, local jobs,” said Vic Fedeli, Minister of
Ontario is investing more than $100 million through the
Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade.
Regional Development Program from 2019 to 2023 to support
“We thank THK Canada for contributing to our prov- distinct regional priorities and challenges.
ince’s vibrant, innovative, and growing automotive sector.
The program provides cost-shared funding to businesses,
Investments like this one play a pivotal role in Phase 2 of our municipalities, and economic development organisations to
Driving Prosperity auto plan. And they are making a significant help local communities attract investment, diversify their
impact on the Oxford County regional economy by investing economies, and create jobs.
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VEDIC BOOKS
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Rokhaya Gueye building her way in the world of construction
Toronto – Now a proud carpenter by trade, Rokhaya Gueye
is finally working in the field she loves. It is a career that she
raised from the ground up through determination, hard work,
and obviously since she is quite a capable builder, with her own
two hands.
Gueye’s success story of finding her way in the world of
construction was highlighted by Angela Gismondi writing in
Construct Connect, and was published in its September 14, 2021,
online edition.
As Gismondi noted, Gueye’s hard work has paid off after two
decades of dedicated effort when she finally started working in
the field she loves. She is now a carpenter with Local 27.
The foundation to Gueye’s career was laid down two
decades ago when she graduated from George Brown College’s
Construction Engineering Technician Management programme
in the late 1990s. She was hired by a construction company
following the GBC program, but soon discovered her working
hours clashed with the family needs of a single mother.
As Gueye told Construct Connect, “When I finished the program I got hired. I was ecstatic. It was starting at $45 an hour,
with the union, working at Pearson airport. I did the orientation, and they said the following day we start work at 7:00 am.
Guess what? Day care opens at 7:00 am. I couldn’t do the job.”
The disconnect between work-life requirements and commitment to her young family saw a change of trajectory to her
plans to work in the construction industry, she told Gismondi.
Instead, Gueye found employment in communications, where
she worked for close to 18 years.
Said Gueye: “I had to pivot completely. My heart has always
been in construction. That’s why I did it on the side. I was always
volunteering. No matter what I did, it was always bringing me
back.”
Gueye kept her hands busy in the construction business,
Gismondi noted. She volunteered with Habitat for Humanity,
and Million Dollar Smiles, which builds playgrounds for children battling critical illnesses. Closer to home, she hammered
away at renovations alongside her father.
Getting laid off in 2019 saw yet another pivotal and constructive career move; now there was an opportunity to take the story
of her career in construction up another storey.
“When I got laid off, I thought this is amazing. I could now
go back to what I love best. I started looking into it,” Gueye told

Rokhaya Gueye
Gismondi.
She added, “In 2020 I decided to go online to find out
how can I get into the union; where can I go; what can I do.
Surprisingly, I found a flyer from Toronto Community Benefits
Network. I called, signed up with my girlfriend, and we said,
‘Let’s do this’. The rest is history.”
Gueye’s work as a volunteer handing out flyers took her
career trajectory into the paths of Mike Yorke and Chris
Campbell at the Carpenters’ Union Local 27. The intervention
saw her signing up in the union; since then, she has also joined
its Diversity and Inclusion Committee.
“[Yorke and Campbell] gave me a shot. I’ve been just in awe
of all the things we can do in the trade; and really happy to be
in it,” she said.
New doors opened up to her chosen career path, she noted.
At this time, Gueye is pursuing an apprenticeship at the College
of Carpenters and Allied Trades in Vaughan, Ontario. Currently,
she is immersed in the Basic General Carpentry Training Level
1. Many of her training courses were completed online due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Her capability is driving her even
further, and she hopes to complete her Red Seal, Gismondi
reported.

“What is great about the apprenticeship program is you learn
as you earn. That’s something that I really loved,” Gueye said.
It goes without saying that Gueye loves to fix things; the
framework of her ascending career offers architectural evidence
of her crafting, handiwork, and commitment to her success.
Notably, as Gismondi writes, Gueye’s training has given her the
self-confidence that goes with her inherent determination to
build a better world.
Said Gueye: “A few years back, I was a single mom, lived in
a townhouse, things were falling down, and every single time I
would wait until my neighbour’s husband came home to help
me fix things.”
She added, “I started buying the tools, and trying to use the
drill. I thought, ‘Why can’t I do it, instead of waiting for someone to come and lend me the tools?’ ”
Such initiative has seen Gueye lay down yet another foundation to her volunteerism, where she started a company that
focuses on mentoring and coaching youth; she is also a mentor
with TCBN’s NexGen Builders.
She will not be deterred from achieving her goals, Gismondi
noted. As Gueye recalled, working for Hardrock Forming on
the Woodbine Casino project saw both negative and positive
takeaways from the worksite.
Said Gueye: “I was the only Black woman out of 350 on the
site,” adding that she encountered both negative and positive
support from co-workers.
“Some of them were like, ‘What are you doing here? You
haven’t quit yet?’ Some of them said, ‘Rok, you’re too positive. In
two months, you will be negative’. And I [said], ‘No my positivity will rub off on you, and then we’ll all be positive.’ ”
As Gismondi noted, Gueye is a picture of positivity; put the
right tools in her hands, and she will build strong, stable, and
enduring structures.
Consequently, Gueye hopes to inspire other women to enter
the trades.
“The trades are really a skill that you will be able to use your
entire life. Once you have a skill nobody can take it away,” she
said.
Originally from Senegal, today Gueye is celebrated in the
Canadian landscape as a recipient of the Business Impact
Award, the Humanitarian Award, and has been recognised as
one of the Top 100 Black Women to Watch in Canada.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

HELP US
BUILD
ONTARIO

From single family homes to midrise on
mainstreets in Toronto, to Parliament
Hill in Ottawa, to goldmines in Sudbury
to power plants, offices, hospitals and
schools all over the province
– we do it all!

The Carpenters’ Union

JOIN TODAY

organizing@thecarpentersunion.ca

We Offer Among the
Best Benefits, Pension
& Wages in the Industry

Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
www.thecarpentersunion.ca | 905.652.4140
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Omicron landfall

A

t this time the data are preliminary on whether
the new omicron variant is more transmissible
compared to earlier coronavirus iterations, or if
the latest emergence of yet another troubling strain causes
a more severe illness, and is perhaps resistant to Covid-19
vaccines.
As the WHO reported earlier this week, “Preliminary
data suggests that there are increasing rates of hospitalisation in South Africa, but this may be due to increasing
overall numbers of people becoming infected, rather than
a result of specific infection with omicron.”
However, what remains pertinent to us as a community,
and as the WHO continues to emphasise, is that the preliminary evidence suggests there may be a higher risk of
reinfection from this latest variant.
It means that while the WHO’s technical experts, along
with our scientists in Canada, and throughout the rest of
the world, work to understand the potentialities for severity
and further harm as the omicron variant makes landfall, it
remains in our best interest for our own safety to respond
to the foreboding by continuing with vigilance against
what could turn out to be yet another oncoming pandemic
surge; or hopefully not.
In our time of precarity, it makes sense to keep practising vigilance by continuing wearing masks, sanitising our
hands, maintaining physical distance, and becoming fully
vaccinated.
As the Director General of the WHO, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, reiterated last week, and now with the emergence of the omicron B.1.1.529 variant, it is quite evident
the Covid-19 pandemic is not yet over. Ghebreyesus also
warned us against acquiring a “false sense of security” after
becoming vaccinated; that being fully vaccinated did not
mean relaxation of other precautions.
“In many countries and communities, we are concerned
about a false sense of security that vaccines have ended the
pandemic, and that people who are vaccinated do not need
to take any other precautions. Vaccines save lives, but they
do not fully prevent transmission,” Ghebreyesus said.
He added, “We cannot say this clearly enough: even if
you are vaccinated, continue to take precautions to prevent
becoming infected yourself, and infecting someone else
who could die. That means wearing a mask, maintaining
distance, avoiding crowds, and meeting others outside if
you can, or in a well-ventilated space inside.”
Omicron’s emergence evidences the wisdom in
Ghebreyesus’ warning. Understandably, last week Canada,
like the rest of the world, responded with reflexive immediacy to news of the approaching omicron variant by quickly
raising the drawbridge at ports of entry.
As our Health Minister, Jean-Yves Duclos said, Canada
has now banned entry to foreign nationals who have traveled through southern Africa during the last two weeks.
Among these countries are South Africa, Mozambique,
Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, and Eswatini.
Meanwhile, on Sunday, we recorded our first omicron
infections inside Canadian borders, the cases detected in
two travellers who recently arrived in Ottawa from Nigeria;
and according to what the experts are saying, our omicron
case count should grow in number.
As a community, our response to the uncoming landfall
of the omicron variant requires onging and vigilant adherence as per Ghebreyesus’ repeated advice; and closer to
home, to a similar directive that was disseminated over the
weekend by WHO special adviser Dr Peter Singer.
As CBC News reported on Sunday, Singer reiterated
what we all know and practise now: protecting ourselves
by becoming fully vaccinated, and following public health
measures.
Notably, Singer also raised the troubling issue of the
unequal international distribution of Covid-19 vaccines,
urging Canada, and other nations, to redouble efforts to
provide resources for the global vaccination campaign.
As he noted, and as we have anxiously reiterated in this
space, the best way to stop the spread of delta, omicron, and
potential future variants, is to end global vaccine inequity.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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To catch a thief

oris Johnson’s claim of Britain’s purity (lack of corruption) must be taken with tongue in cheek; otherwise
you might bite your cheek mucosa and suffer pain for
a few days.
Which British PM is so glib as to say this seriously, when
even the lowly toad in the UK knows how
crooked the country is?
Any Indian properly educated in his country’s
history – not the falsifications taught since Lord
Macaulay set the curriculum for the British East
India Company and Victoria Raj nearly two centuries ago – will know how all-encompassing and profound was
this dissembling and its continued looting that took some $40
trillion (today’s estimate) of Indian wealth to Britain.
Ask the Greeks, Egyptians, Middle easterners; in fact any
nation, about British theft. Even in little British Guiana, there
was an exclusive British nest called The Demerara Club, which
was the centre for executing graft and bribery schemes at the
highest level, of white officials, businessmen and planters, while
all below them had to follow to the letter a code of conduct so
strict that some were even afraid to pronounce their own names,
lest they gave it the wrong sound!
Of course, I exaggerate! But you get the point. Local colonial
officers were sacked for dishonesty; their British seniors were
not.
The last 30 years of India’s awakening have revealed the
extent of British suborning Indian businessmen to bring them
business and reap rewards (See India, under siege, for details).
This pattern is still followed.
Ask wealthy Indians who commute between London and
Mumbai, or Delhi, or other cities. Check the country estates
and mansions in the UK owned by Indians, for example, in
Kensington, Mayfair, Park Lane, Hampstead Heath (where
Rabindranath Tagore was once honourably installed for three
months by Sir William Rothenstein, a writer and artist, in a
Victorian cottage of ca. 2,000 square feet to translate Gitanjali,
the volume of 103 works that won the Nobel prize for Literature;
the cottage is on sale for £2.6M+).
The British and their London and offshore banks, including
the Caribbean ones – Johnson’s honest English brokers – the
Swiss, and others launder Indian wealth that must amount to
near (US) $1 trillion.
An Indian investigative journalist, Chitra Subramaniam,
wrote a book about this massive leak to Europe, titled India For

Sale.
Johnson must know of what he speaks; he uses figurative language that was drilled into all who attended grammar schools
and the prestigious public schools that tell all you need to know
about Britain: the public schools were all private and hotbeds of
training for imperial service.
Bring home the loot, boys, and a knighthood
Mohan
or peerage will elevate you above your fellows,
Ragbeer perhaps, in earlier times, with additional grants
of aboriginal territory in Canada, or in colonial
America, on the river of your choice.
Earlier still, Queen Elizabeth I encouraged piracy (some said
mandated), and many, notably Francis Drake, did indeed enrich
his queen, while poor Walter Raleigh earned her wrath by failing to find El Dorado in Guiana.
Raleigh finally lost his head to King James when he was let go
to try a second time, but failed.
Between his time and Johnson’s, a panoply of crooks has
decorated the British stage, swelled its peerage, including Jews,
as they became too rich to be ignored, paving the way for the
wealthiest of all, the Rothschilds.
Soon aristocrats spread the tradition of theft to the whole
Empire, raiding treasuries across continents, so that today’s
Nigeria, one of the world’s most corrupt States, can rightly
chastise Johnson for his absurd denial of corruption. After all,
it takes one to know one; set a thief to catch a thief; birds of a
feather flock together, and so on!
Professor Sadiq Radda, Executive Secretary of Nigeria’s
Presidential Advisory Committee Against Corruption reminded
Johnson, “There are thieves and there are receivers, London is
the most notorious safe haven for looted funds in the world today.
This is not the first time that the UK has been rapped on the
knuckles for its sordid history of looting.
Shamed into action against offshore chicanery, as revealed by
the PP leaks (Panama, 2016, Paradise, 2017), Britain proposed
the Registration of Overseas Entities Bill, 2018, requiring offshore
owners of UK property to be registered with Companies House,
the UK’s business registry. The Bill sat forlorn while two PMs
dilly-dallied.
Perhaps the third leak, Pandora (October 2021), the largest
yet, naming Kings, rulers, PMs, might stimulate some action, as
the leak mention Tony Blair.
Radda commented: “It confirms our worst fears that those in
charge of cleaning the mess are the actual mess.”

Time stands still when gazing at old photographs

T

ime spent gazing at old photographs should be placed
alongside fishing, which as the Babylonian saying goes,
the hours spent immersed in the pastime are not deducted by the gods from the allotted span of our lifetimes.
But perhaps it is not deducted after all, since time always
comes to a standstill whenever I stumble on a dusty, family
photograph album.
And since I am now a chronic and voluminous
Romeo
digital photographer, with it being wholly more
Kaseram
affordable than those days of pricey film, time
also stops whenever I set out to decongest the
photos folder to free up memory in my smart
phone, which bulging at its sides, contains hundreds, well, more
like thousands, of images.
Now for the one or two among us unfamiliar with a photo
album, it is large and voluminous as a high school calculus textbook, with each of its 50 cardboard-thick pages double-sided
with a liftable, adhesive film. Carefully peel back the transparent
film, slip a printed photograph beneath, re-seal as hermetically
as possible using the flat of the palm, and then store it away in a
cardboard box for three generations or more.
Never mind that the adhesive wears away as the decades roll
by; never mind that each modern-day turn of an aged album’s
pages releases the photographs from its grip by time and reshuffles them like a hand of playing cards.
Gazing at old photographs sees hours rolling into decades,
and then into generations. It is such that to perform housecleaning today, whether it is de-cluttering a stuffed closet, or
similarly, a hard-drive, means becoming disconnected from
time via a backward gaze triggered by hundreds of photographs
of family members stored in albums, or in the archaeological
iteration of its form as gigabytes in a DCIM Photos’ folder.
To emerge from gazing backwards into the past is to encounter momentary disorientation before reconnecting to the present flow. No doubt similar to taking an engulfing power nap,
only to awaken disconnected from the mainframe, wondering
in panic whether it already too late in the morning, only to
discover soon afterwards it is late afternoon on the same day.
Or perhaps it is similar to emerging from a movie theatre,
where I have noted patrons exiting in a daze from the disconnect with the 40-foot screen, with eyes glazed from the
fast-paced momentum, their attention looped inwards on after-

images of the larger-than-life moving pictures.
I remain fascinated by the enveloping temporality that takes
control when gazing at old photographs, and deeply into the
past; at how easy it is to fall away from the forward momentum
of time while sitting on the edge of the bed with the weighty
album comfortably nestled in the lap.
There I remain motionless and totally
absorbed, gazing into album after album at past
worlds where the seasons changed from dry to
rainy, and at the lives of family members entering
their summers, to then fade away, the photographs yellowing with age like autumnal leaves.
It is in these moments where the disconnect turns into timelessness. Each photograph itself a time capsule containing faces
that were once family members who walked on this earth, and
who were fixed inside a moment in time by the camera. Then,
transfixed in black & white, and later in colour, they stared into
the lens with what is now a gaze that is looking eternally into the
unfolding of our generations.
It is among these album pages where the faces of past generations made their arrivals: a baby resigned to a sudsy bath; later,
in another immersion, her eyes quizzical during baptism. Then
a heaving first step; or clumsily negotiating a tiny spoon.
These albums retain the sanctity of weddings: a tearful mother clutching a white handkerchief, standing next to a phlegmatic
husband with a severe, greased-down haircut. Then there is an
uncle moments after the wedding vows, laughingly sharing cake
with his bride in their first symbolic bonding as man and wife.
There are many photographs of the mundane and quotidian, everyday life captured in group shots of family members as
reluctant as a clowder of cats. The spontaneity of the moment
adds to the realism: patched clothing, unkempt hair, frowns of
annoyance, with a broom caught in the sweep against a wall.
As the literary theorists and philosophers Susan Sontag,
Jacques Derrida, and Roland Barthes have all noted, in photography, among other more complex messages, there is a multiplicity of events, signs, and meanings that occur simultaneously
inside and outside the frames of photographs.
Out of this, I especially treasure my entries into the intersection where today’s momentum is interrupted by the images of
yesterday. These moments are poignant, uplifting, and at times
quite sad; and hopefully deducted from my allotment of time.
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US 303 Committee tells a story about failed leadership
Dear Editor,
The US 303 Committee revelations were, alas, not revelations.
Anyone with a modicum of critical
analysis and some basic understanding of Cold War history knew this to
be true.
What the revelations do reveal is
the depth of ineptitude and lack of
tactical nous from Forbes Burnham
and Dr Cheddi Jagan, and the devastating consequences for this country.
A lot of talk is made of Burnham’s
Machiavellian genius and cunning,
suggesting he is some political mastermind who outsmarted everyone.
I don’t see it. I see vast intellectual
shallowness, and facts that contradict

Forbes Burnham
that very notion.
Remember that Burnham was with the People’s Progressive
Party and its communist ideological platform that opposed the
West for many years, before breaking away to form the People’s
National Congress with the support of the West.
Burnham had to be moulded and made into an alternative to
the PPP, and it was the West that moulded and made him into
the alternative to Jagan and the PPP.
Burnham of the late 1950s was a creation of the West in the
heat of the Cold War battle. He did not make his own destiny.
He was made. His destiny was created by others who pulled the

puppet strings, and who plotted its trajectory for him.
The same applies to the inflexible ideologue Jagan, who was
dominated by the ideological persuasions of his wife, and who
was beholden to the communist bloc and its Cold War agenda.
There is nothing original or nationalistic about these two
men who have dominated our political history.
They were puppets dancing on the strings of their
masters.
Now, it was hard to be truly independent as
a small State leader in the cold brutality of Cold
War politics where superpowers rumbled. But the
world produced leaders of small States who played
it right enough, navigating the waters with tactical
awareness to extract maximum benefit for their
people and nation. This is where Burnham’s failure
is most stark.
Cheddi
Leaders who obtained support from the West
during the Cold War like Taiwan, Singapore, Chile, and South
Korea all managed to convert that support and use that relationship to generate massive economic growth for their nations,
and to emerge from the Cold War vastly ahead, and incredibly
prepared to seize the coming opportunities.
Guyana is arguably one of the most shocking cases of squandering this opportunity. Not only was Guyana primed and ready
for major takeoff, having the 50th highest GDP per capita in the
world in 1964, it had massive advantages that Burnham and the
PNC absolutely squandered.
Some of the advantages included significant natural resources per capita, close proximity to the US for trade, a strong agri-

Dear Editor,
The government of Guyana is promising to audit the [all currency USD] $9.5 billion in capital costs outside the audit window that is now closed. It hasn’t explained how it will enforce
any discrepancies found given that the timeframe to audit Liza
1 and Liza 2, the first two projects in the Stabroek block, have
expired.
But let’s not jump ahead, even the first steps of how it will
proceed with the audit is unclear, there is no mention of a
timeline on when the audit is slated to start, and when it will be
completed. As shown in the analysis below, the Stabroek Block
costs appear to be padded by at least 25 percent.
If we consider the history of the $460 million pre-contract
costs audit, then the outlook for the audit of the $9.5 billion
in capital costs appears bleak. Chris Ram in May 2018 raised
serious concerns about the pre-contract costs for the Stabroek
Block. He used the oil companies own financial statements to
show the pre-contract costs were overstated by at least 2 percent,
or $92 million.
It then took about 19 months for the government to hire a
UK firm, IHS Markit, in December 2019, to start the audit. It is
now November 2021, and the results of the pre-contract costs
audit have still not been released.
It has been 3.5 years from when legitimate concerns were

raised about pre-contracts cost, and we still don’t have any
answers.
The capital cost of Liza 1 is $3.5 billion, and Liza 2 is $6 billion for a total of $9.5 billion. The Liza 1 capital cost was originally stated at $4.4 billion, and after concerns were raised in the
media by Dr Jan Mangal and others, it dropped to $3.7 billion
before settling at $3.5 billion. That is an initial overstatement of
about 26 percent.
The breakeven cost for Liza 2 is $25/barrel, but Liza 1 breakeven cost is $35/barrel. However, on a per barrel basis Liza 2
capital cost is $10/barrel and Liza 1 per barrel capital cost is
$7.78. The details can be found here.
Given these different breakeven costs, one would have
expected Liza 2 capital cost per barrel to be lower than Liza 1.
Not to mention that on the second project, Liza 2, one would
expect the oil companies to be more efficient, given the lessons
they would have learnt from the first project.
If we apply the per barrel capital cost of Liza 1 to Liza 2, we
see Liza 2 is about 29 percent more expensive. This is a red flag
that should have triggered an urgent response to initiate an
audit.
From the scenarios above, it appears the oil companies may
be padding their costs by at least 25 percent. If we apply a 25
percent padding to the $6 billion capital cost of Liza 2, then was

Stabroek Block appears to be padded by at least 25%

Call to T&T’s PM to open beaches, rivers for Hindu rites

Dear Editor,
The Hindu marriage is very sacred in the life of a Hindu. The
I am of the strong view in light of unjustified and imposed ceremony itself on the wedding day lasts two to three hours.
restrictions that Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley is preventing, Because of these unnecessary restrictions the Hindu priest canby accident or design, Hindus of this country from enjoying not conduct a proper ceremony.
their way of life, and practising their religion in peace free from
When our forefathers came to this country as indentured
State interference.
immigrants, they were guaranteed the right by the British
There is no scientific data to
government to carry on with
justify the closure of seas, rivtheir way of life and religion.
ers, and restricting the length
They were never restricted or
of time for services in temples
prevented from doing so.
to 90 minutes.
Under
our
own
Hindus are strong believers
Constitution, this right is
in nature. The seaside and the
fundamental, and no minor
banks of rivers are prescribed
regulation should supersede
in Hindu texts for the peror prevent the enjoyment of
formance of certain religious
this basic right.
rites, especially for the souls of
The Hindus of this country,
the deceased, and other sacred
therefore, feel threatened and
ceremonies.
uncomfortable by the conduct
At these ceremonies, alcoof the Prime Minister. We are
hol and meat-eating are strictunable to carry on with our
ly forbidden, and the people
way of life.
attending are limited to the
I am, therefore, calling on
priest, family members, and
the Prime Minister to remove
Hindu faithful perform a rite at a beach in Trinidad
close friends. These are solemn
all these unnecessary restricoccasions, and afterwards they return home in peace. The pub- tions, which actually serve no purpose except to bolster his
lic is never invited and there is no festivity.
own power, or he will stand accused of being anti-Hindu, and
Hindus believe that the waters of the ocean became spiritu- unfit to hold high office in this multi-ethnic and multi-religious
ally energised during the month of November, and each Hindu country.
is required during this time to take a bath of purification in the
Ramesh Persad-Maharaj, President, Sri Dattatreya Yoga
sea. We are unable to do so due to the restrictions.
Centre, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.
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cultural economy, a supporting ethnic group that could have
used that economic propulsion, and the opportunity for intense
capital infusions from the West.
So, instead of doing what Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew, and others did, and use this relationship with the capitalist bloc during
the Cold War to secure the kind of economic payoffs to build a powerful market economy, Burnham
went down a socialist economic experiment rabbit
hole that not only battered Guyana’s economy, but
also damaged the pipeline of economic support
that the West could have provided with its massive
financial resources.
Now, the PPP diehard apologists would rise up
in protest when I say this, but the fact is that Jagan
would have done the same and suffered the same
fate. He would have pursued the same disastrous
Jagan
economic misadventures of nationalisation and
other socialist or communist economic experimentation, and
would have suffered the same fate as Burnham.
In fact, despite their backers being different ideologically,
both men were actually very similar in their orientation, which
is why they were politically together in the beginning. Many
of Burnham’s policies were policies Jagan would have implemented.
So, the 303 Committee tells a story of not so much about
Cold War machinations as it does of the failed leadership
Guyana was saddled with in its most important era, and the
tragic consequences that still scar this nation.
M. Maxwell, Guyana, via email.

The Liza Destiny
it padded by $1.2 billion? If we also apply the 25 percent to $9
billion capital cost for Payara, then was it padded it by US$1.8
billion? That would be total padding of $3 billion, which is
about two times the cost of Guyana’s annual budget.
We call on the government to release the audit of the $460
million pre-contract costs immediately. Additionally, it should
state when it plans to begin the audit of the $9.5 billion in capital
costs of Liza 1 & Liza 2, and when it expects it to be concluded.
And state who will conduct the audit. Before the government
approves anymore projects such as Yellowtail, the fourth project,
it should ensure the auditing and verification of the first three
oil projects in the Stabroek Block are completed.
Darshanand Khusial, on behalf of OGGN, via email.

New measures for third wave

Dear Editor,
Trinidad and Tobago is now in the third wave with Covid19, as was revealed last week by Minister of Health Terrence
Deyalsingh. It means there should be a plan for going forward.
We cannot just sit back and say, ‘Que Sera Sera’ – Whatever will
be, will be.
We are all aware of our daily figures, both with deaths and
infections, and they are not pleasing to look at. What is quite
alarming is that despite what is taking place, many people are
not willing to get vaccinated.
At the end of the day, it is a matter of choice – there is only
that much you can do. Despite the statistics provided by the
health sector, there are those who just blatantly refuse to be vaccinated. No type of persuasion or talk will move them in that
direction.
No one can accuse the government of not repeatedly trying
to persuade the population to do what is good for them in this
war against Covid-19. They have provided the best defence
against the virus, but many in T&T have rejected it.
With the third wave hitting us, the government has to look
beyond vaccines, and start gradually implementing measures to
stop the rapid spread of the Delta variant. There is a need for the
government, Opposition, and other key sectors in our society
to come together, bearing in mind lives and livelihoods are at
stake, and discuss our present position.
As citizens, it is important that we do all in our power to prevent the spread of this deadly virus. We are all in this together.
Let us unite in this war against Covid-19. This too will pass.
Arnold Gopeesingh, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.
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Guyana’s public sector unions seem set for industrial action

I

n an environment fraught with disruptive forces, Guyana’s
public sector unions are apparently preparing for industrial
action.
So, when the government of Guyana offered public servants
a seven percent across-the-board retroactive salary increase
for 2021 last month, conditions were right
for the Guyana Trades Union Congress, as
well as the Guyana Public Service Union, to
express dissatisfaction with the increase.
That is because Guyana’s public servants,
who are considered a privileged class, did
not get a salary increase last year. Instead,
they each received a [all currency G] $25,000
cash grant. In addition, they have become accustomed to being
pampered with sizeable annual increases and bonuses simply
because they wield unusual power, which is even greater in current conditions because they have been traditionally aligned to
forces opposed to the current administration.
In fact, the GTUC has
called for a 14 percent
increase in line with an
uptick in the cost of living, and also on the fact
that the government had
allocated $10 billion in its
budget for public sector
wages – which it believes
must be spent on wage
increases. It has given
the government until
December 3 to accede to
its demand, without any
stated course of potential
action.
The GTUC has also
Irfaan Ali
called for a resumption of
collective bargaining for wages, salaries, and other conditions of
work for public servants and teachers.
In seeking to justify his administration’s seven percent salary increase for 2021, President Irfaan Ali referred to cash
grants that had been disbursed to Guyanese since his People’s
Progressive Party returned to office in August 2020.
He is reported saying that, “[We] are not only concentrating
on salaries, we are concentrating on welfare too because the
welfare measures put back more monies in the pockets of public
servants, increasing the power of the disposable income.”
Incidentally, in addition to the $25,000 paid to public servants, Guyanese households also receive a $20,000 cash payment.
Ali also explained that the $10 billion budgetary allocation
was not only for wages and salaries, but for adjustments of
salaries during the year, for promotions, and the employment
of additional persons. He contended that in light of global
economic conditions, many other countries have suspended
wage negotiations, while others like the UK have frozen wages
from 2020 to 2022, and a number of Caricom countries have
not increased wages since 2015, while others have only offered
a four percent increase.

Wage increases are also premised on other technical considerations by the government. The Public Service Ministry is
also in the process of redesigning the compensation system to
assist in attracting qualified and suitable persons to the public
service, and implementing a well-constructed and managed
base pay programme to ensure competitiveness and fairness in pay among positions.
Implementation of these recommendations
are apparently forthcoming.
Dwarka
Nonetheless, the GTUC and the GPSU
Lakhan
appears ready for a face off with the government – which could later result in support
from public servants who are its members
– should tensions escalate. It must be noted that the GPSU and
its membership have historically been more aligned to the current Opposition party, APNU, which may provide impetus for
disruptive action.
The underlying truth is that public servants wages in
Guyana have always been
a contentious issue. They
have enjoyed above-average wage increases over
the past 15 years, putting
them in a privileged position over non-government
workers.
In 2019 they received
a steep salary increase,
equivalent to almost four
times the annual inflation
rate, maintaining a trend
of oversized increases during the period, 2015-2019,
when the APNU+AFC
coalition was in power.
Then, the coalition showered public servants with salary increases and bonuses, as well
as other benefits – highlighting their privileged status.
A review of salary increases in recent years shows that
in 2015, the minimum basic salary of public servants was
increased to $50,000, a 26.4 percent increase for those earning
the 2013 minimum wage of $39,540, and a 17.1 percent increase
for public servants earning the 2014 minimum wage of $42,703.
All other public servants also received a five percent salary
increase, plus an additional $5,000 monthly.
Public servants, who were at the time earning less than
$500,000 monthly, received a one-off tax-free bonus of $50,000;
those with salaries of more than $50,000 received a five percent
salary increase, while those earning $50,000 or less received an
eight percent increase.
In December 2016, public servants earning less than $500,000
per month received a tax-free bonus of $25,000, while those
earning $99,000 or less benefitted from a ten percent increase;
those earning between $100,000 and $299,000 received a six
percent increase; while those earning between $300,000 and
$799,000 received a smaller increase.
In 2017, the minimum wage was increased to $60,000. Public
servants earning between $55,555 and $99,999 received an

Georgetown – Guyana officially completed its fifth and final
lift this year, bringing the total to just over one million barrels
of oil. The final extraction was completed by the Liza Destiny
Floating Production Storage and Offloading vessel, and was sold
by Saudi Aramco, the online publication Guyana
Times reported last month.
The final lift for the year was confirmed by
Natural Resources Minister Vickram Bharrat.
According to Bharrat, the Guyana government
was aiming for six lifts this year, but this was not
possible in the wake of ExxonMobil experiencing
problems with its flash gas compressor on board
the Liza Destiny.
Last week Bharrat confirmed the fifth lift was
completed during the third week in November,
and was the final one for 2021.
He added, “We were trying to push ahead to
have at least six for 2021, but unfortunately, we
Vickram
had the issue… with the flash gas compressor.
And we had to ask the company to scale down production to
minimise the flaring. [That] caused a setback with the sixth lift.
Nevertheless, we’ve already engaged the company. And we’re
expecting that lift early in 2022… [maybe by January].”
Guyana’s crude lift share was initially handled by Shell
Western, after which Hess International marketed Guyana’s
crude. The latest lift is Aramco’s second for Guyana, Bharrat
noted.

“We have a contractual agreement with Aramco… for the
next 12 months. So, this is actually their second lift. The first
one was in September. We already received payment, to the tune
of over (US) $80 million,” Bharrat said.
The Stabroek Block is 26,800 square kilometres. Exxon, through subsidiary Esso Exploration
Production Guyana Limited, is the operator, and
holds 45 percent interest in the block. Hess
Guyana Exploration Ltd holds 30 percent interest, and CNOOC Petroleum Guyana Limited, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of CNOOC Limited,
holds the remaining 25 percent interest.
With US oil giant ExxonMobil as the operator, Guyana began producing oil on December
20, 2019, in the Stabroek Block. Its oil revenues
are being held in the New York Federal Reserve
Bank.
In August this year, Guyana received a (US)
Bharrat
$79,617,561.87 payment for its seventh oil lift,
the largest single oil payment the country has received to date.
According to the Natural Resources Ministry, this payment
was for 1,047,820 barrels of oil, which was extracted by the Liza
Destiny FPSO vessel on July 3, 2021.
The seventh oil lift brought the country’s oil extraction to a
total of 7,056,262 barrels, and accumulative earnings to (US)
$388,777,840.
Guyana received its first payment of (US) $54.9 million for

increase of eight percent; those earning between $100,000 and
$299,999 received a six percent increase; those earning between
$300,000 and $499,999 a five percent increase, with smaller
increases for those on a higher scale.
In 2018, while no bonus was paid, the government approved
increases for all public servants ranging from 0.5 percent to
seven percent from $60,000 to $64,000. Public servants who
earned up to $100,000 received a seven percent increase, while
public servants that earned salaries between $100,000 and
$299,999 received a 6.5 percent increase, with smaller increases
for those with higher salaries.
To put minimum public service salaries in perspective, it
is prudent to look at historical increases in salaries. Between
2004 and 2021, the annual growth in wages averaged 7.95 percent, compared to an average increase in the Consumer Price
Inflation index of 4.65 percent – even if zero wage increase in
2020 is taken into account.
In addition, the inflation rate was only 0.9 percent in 2020,
but increased sharply to
5.6 percent as at mid-2021,
largely due to higher food
and energy prices resulting
from problems with shipping, a consequence of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Evidently, wages have
increased faster than the
inflation rate. (See Chart
“Public Sector Wage
Growth
Significantly
Outpaces Inflation”).
Up until the early 2000s,
the above-average increases in minimum public
servants wages stem from
claims by their union that
the value of their wages were eroded by hyperinflation, averaging over 100 percent under the former PNC administration.
Now that the inflation rate has fallen significantly, wages have
kept rising much faster. Therefore, the contention that higher
wages are needed to counter higher prices is largely baseless.
Evidently, in an environment fraught with opposition-led
intent to disrupt the administration of the PPP/Civic government, Guyanese public servants could very well find reason to
become another disruptive force in the country.
The underlying truth is that public service wages have historically been a contentious political issue, with conditions remaining the same today. Moreover, public servants have become
accustomed to getting oversized salary increases. Therefore, not
getting the increase they want raises the stakes for industrial
action and the scope for mayhem.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Guyana’s oil production sees end-of-year completion of its 5th oil lift
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The Liza Destiny FPSO vessel
an oil lift dated February 19, 2020. The second lift, on May 21,
2020, was valued at (US) $35 million; while the third lift, which
occurred on August 9, 2020, was worth (US) $46 million.
The fourth lift of oil offshore Guyana occurred on December
9, 2020, for (US) $49.4 million in value. On February 5, 2021, a
total of 997,420 barrels of oil were lifted by the Liza Destiny for
a sum of (US) $61 million.
As Bharrat has reported, these sums, plus royalties, have put
the total in Guyana’s Natural Resource Fund at (US) $436 million, with the possibility that it could grow to (US) $600 million
by year end.
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Govt urges nationals to vaccinate with emergence of new omicron variant
Georgetown – In the wake of mounting global concerns following emergence of the omicron variant, Guyana’s President
Dr Irfaan Ali on Monday urged nationals to become fully vaccinated, saying it was the only “tool” available to protect against
the deadly novel coronavirus.
“If it is that [the omicron] variant is far more infectious, then
the only thing that can protect us is the vaccination, the only
thing that will slow hospitalisation is the vaccination, the only
thing that will slow the death rate, and … successfully, is the
vaccination,” Ali said.
Following Ali’s response to the emergence of the omicron
variant, the government indicated it is looking at the possibility of sending swab samples to the Caribbean Public Health
Agency, or the Pan American Health Organisation, for genomic
sequencing, Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony said.
“We have developed a relationship with CARPHA, where
we can send samples for genetic sequencing. We also have
an arrangement with PAHO, where we can send samples for
genetic sequencing. So, these are arrangements that we will
be looking into to see whether or not we need to send these
samples there,” he said.
Anthony also revealed that Guyana had hit a milestone in its
vaccination campaign with more than 400,000 adults receiving
a first dose. The milestone means that over 78 percent of the
adult population has now taken a first dose, Anthony said.
“[With] vaccination for adults we now have been able for first
dose to get to 400,561. That is 78.1 percent of our adult population,” Anthony said.
However, Anthony noted that while the national vaccination
total was up, there were areas that were lagging, such as Region
10, where only 35 percent of the adult population had taken a
first dose.
Anthony also revealed that a total of 278,050 adults returned
for the second dose, which accounted for 54.2 percent. The
figures for children 12 to 17 years indicate 29,158 have taken
a first dose of the Pfizer vaccine, while 20,385 have been fully
vaccinated.
While persons are taking the vaccines, some are still flouting
the public health measures, resulting in the spread of the virus.
Earlier this week the Ministry of Health detected 52 new cases,
bringing the total active cases in the country to 1,391.
Meanwhile, Guyana’s Health Ministry reported yesterday
that a five-year-old boy is among the latest Covid-19 fatalities.

He died on Monday, and is the 11th child fatality in Guyana
due to Covid-19. According to the Health Ministry, the boy was
from Region Four (Demerara-Mahaica).
Also reported as a fatality was a 49-year-old fully-vaccinated
woman from Region Five, who died yesterday.
As of yesterday, Guyana’s death toll from Covid-19 was heading into the 1,000 mark with 994 fatalities.
The Health Ministry also reported yesterday there were 49
new cases in one day, with the total confirmed cases in the
country climbing to 37,874.
There were 18 patients in the designated ICU, 1139 in home
isolation, 72 in institutional isolation, and two in institutional
quarantine.
According to the Health Ministry dashboard, the data
showed that 35,651 patients have recovered from the life-threat-

ening virus, while 390,796 tests were conducted.
Data analysis showed 22 new cases in Region Four
(Demerara-Mahaica), three in Region Five (Mahaica-Berbice),
19 in Region Six (East Berbice-Corentyne), and five in Region
10 (Upper Demerara-Berbice).
No increases were reported in Regions One (Barima-Waini),
Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam), Three (Essequibo Islands-West
Demerara), Seven (Cuyuni-Mazaruni), Eight (Potaro-Siparuni)
and Nine (Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo).
As of yesterday, Guyana had 1,391 active cases. Clusters
were reported in Region Four with 671 active infections; 276 in
Region Three, and 207 in Region Six.
There were 73 persons in hospitals, 50 of whom were
warded at the Infectious Diseases Hospital on the East Coast
of Demerara.
There were also a number of pregnant women in hospitals
with Covid-19. However, none of the women was severely
affected, Anthony said.
“Once you test positive, we’ll keep you in. We’ll monitor
you, and then if you decompensate, meaning that you’re having
trouble breathing, then we have all the necessary equipment
there to assist you. Right now, we don’t have any such case, but
in the past, we did have cases where some of the women had the
most severe form of Covid-19,” Anthony said.
Meanwhile, the national curfew was renewed by the government of Guyana, with the restriction on movement remaining
between midnight and 4:00 am.
Part of the National Covid-19 Emergency Measures, the curfew will remain in effect to the end of the year.
These measures restrict social gatherings, and stipulate specific requirements for the operation of gyms, restaurants, and
cinemas.
However, it does not affect essential services that operate
24 hours a day, including hospitals, pharmacies, the Judiciary,
Parliament, diplomatic corps, the disciplined services, solid
waste management, airports, hotels, or other accommodations.
Also exempt from the curfew restrictions are energy services,
mining operations, security services, telecommunication providers, fisherfolks, limited port operations, construction, post
service and freight, funeral homes, among others.
Anyone who does not comply commits an offence, under
Section 152 of the Public Health Ordinance, and is liable on
conviction to the penalty provided under that Section.
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US declassified documents show Jagan’s fate sealed on May 5, 1961
By Harry Hergash
write regarding the article ‘Rethinking
Forbes Burnham: Revelations from the
303 Committee’ on laying the foundation
for Guyana’s dictatorship’ by Dr Baytoram
Ramharack (Stabroek News).
In the article, Dr Ramharack states:
“Following the August 1961 elections, the
Americans were still prepared to hitch their
wagon with [Dr Cheddi] Jagan, but they were
optimistically cautious…” In my view the US
Declassified documents do not support this
position.
Instead, an objective look at all the documents would indicate that Jagan’s fate was
sealed on May 5, 1961, (that is, more than
three months before the elections), when the
National Security Council became involved
with the task “to forestall a communist takeover” in then British Guiana.
President John Kennedy took office on
January 20, 1961. In April, he approved a
covert operation, termed the Bay of Pigs invasion against Fidel Castro’s Cuba. The operation
failed, causing him and the CIA major embarrassment. Consequently, his administration
was not prepared to allow the emergence of
“another Cuba” in the hemisphere. Jagan’s win
in August 1961 was simply a temporary setback for the US.
The documents show a persistent attempt
by Kennedy’s administration from April 1961,
until the elections of August 21, 1961, to prevent Jagan from coming to power.
The record shows that the US President had
briefly discussed the Guyana situation with the
British Prime Minister Harold MacMillan in
April, and “The Department of State has been
actively working with the British on this question for some weeks”. An internal August 5,
1961 memo notes, “British have not been willing to undertake any operation or permit us
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Arthur Schlesinger Jr
undertake operation to prevent Jagan victory
and generally take view that Jagan is probably
‘salvagable’.” Another August 5, 1961 memo,
this one from the US to the UK states, “… we
are not inclined to give people like Jagan the
same benefit of the doubt which was given two
or three years ago to Castro himself ”.
The UK responded on August 18 stating,
“Your people and ours have looked very carefully into the possibilities of taking action to
influence the results of the election... I am convinced that there is nothing practical – i.e., safe
and effective that we could do in this regard…
In any case, there would not now be enough
time at our disposal.”
Further, Dr Ramharack writes, “A more
sympathetic Arthur Schlesinger Jr, Kennedy’s
Special Assistant, in his memo to Kennedy on
August 30, 1961, attempted to ‘salvage Jagan’ by
offering Jagan technical and economic support,
assistance with Guyana’s admittance into the

John F. Kennedy
OAS and Alliance for Progress, and ‘a friendly
reception’ with Kennedy during his October
meeting. However, after assessing Jagan’s plans
for the economic and political development of
a future Guyana on October 25, 1961 following his meeting with President Kennedy, the
US-Jagan relationship quickly deteriorated.”
In the above paragraph, Ramharack omits
mention of the August 18 memo from UK’s
Lord Home which suggested the idea of aid
to Jagan. Also, he ignores an August 26, 1961,
memo from the Department of State conveying
a note to Lord Home.
This note is critical as it became the basis of
the US policy after Jagan’s victory. It proposed
accepting Lord Home’s suggestion of aid (to
appease the UK) while gaining their support
to initiate a covert plan, as can be deduced
from this excerpt: “In your letter of August
18 you mentioned that our support for your
policy would be of great help. If agreeable to

you, I suggest that representatives of our two
governments again sit down to discuss the
situation. They might start with a review of the
intelligence assessment, then go on to consider
courses of action in the political, economic
and information fields. I also attach importance to the covert side and recall that in June
Hugh Fraser told David Bruce you would have
another look at what could be done in this field
after the election… we might try to commence
the discussions the week of September 4.”
Schlesinger’s memo of August 30, 1961 (referenced by Dr Ramharack) of aid to Jagan
is in fact based on Lord Home’s memo of
August 18 which paved the way to gain UK
support in order to initiate planning for covert
action. Also, Dr Ramharack seems to rely on
Schlesinger’s book, A Thousand Days (1965),
for background historical information on the
Jagan-Kennedy meeting of October 25, and
subsequent development.
However, Schlesinger was not an independent observer. He too supported the removal
of Jagan, as can be seen in his memo to the
President of June 21, 1962, after his return from
a three-day trip to British Guiana: “All alternatives in British Guiana are terrible; but I have
little doubt that an independent British Guiana
under Burnham (if Burnham will commit himself to a multi-racial policy) would cause us
many fewer problems than an independent
British Guiana under Jagan”.
Decades later Schlesinger admitted that his
book did not tell the full story regarding the
meeting.
Like others, Dr Ramharack has hung his hat
on Jagan’s answer to Lionel Luckhoo at the 1962
Wynn Parry Commission hearing. He writes,
“On June 22, 1962, during cross-examination
by the Commonwealth Commission of Inquiry
into the January riots, Jagan bared his commuSee Page 11: ‘One duty we owe...’
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‘One duty we owe to history is to rewrite it’
1961) told Schlesinger in a meeting with him
From Page 10
nist credentials for the world to see”. Ramharack that, “Jagan is not a Communist. He is a naive,
ignores the badgering of Jagan to elicit that London School of Economics Marxist filled
with charm, personal honesty and juvenile
answer.
The perspective of Sir Ralph Grey, then nationalism; the tax problem which caused
the trouble (strike against the
British Governor, is worthy
1962 budget) in [February]
of note. In a letter to the
was not a Marxist program;
Colonial Office on July 3,
Jagan is infinitely preferable
1962, regarding a dinner-parto Burnham; if I had to make
ty he hosted for a visiting US
the choice between Jagan
State Department Official for
and Burnham as head of
Caribbean Affairs, he wrote,
my country, I would choose
“…Lionel Luckhoo was there
Jagan any day of the week.”
and I purposely teased him a
In later years, accordlittle about his cross-examing to an article by Victor
ination of Jagan before the
Navasky, Schlesinger apoloCommission and said that
gised to Jagan for “a great
while it might have been a
injustice” he and his Kennedy
forensic triumph it did not
colleagues had helped to
seem to have any particular
perpetrate. Also, eminent
purpose, that it had wrung
Iain Macleod
British journalist Tim Reiner
out of Jagan admissions that
in a 1994 article notes that
would be widely publicised in
Schlesinger “acknowledgtheir simple form but that were
es” that his account of the
in fact much hedged about
Kennedy-Jagan meeting of
with qualifications, etc., and
1961 as documented in his
that this would do the country
Pulitzer Prize-winning book,
no good abroad…”
A Thousand Days, “is incomIn any case, Jagan’s admisplete”.
sion of being a communist was
He
further
quotes
irrelevant in the scheme of
Schlesinger as saying, “The
things. His admission came
British thought we were overon June 26, that is, three
reacting and indeed we were.
months after the US Secretary
The CIA decided this was
of State had already written
some great menace, and they
on February 19, 1962, to his
Ralph Grey
got the bit between their teeth.
British counterpart: “I must
tell you now that I have reached the conclusion But even if British Guiana had gone commuthat it is not possible for us to put up with an nist, it’s hard to see how it would be a threat…
The one duty we owe to history is to rewrite it”.
independent British Guiana under Jagan”.
It is now long overdue for Guyanese academInteresting too is the fact that on February
27, 1962, Iain Macleod (Secretary of State for ics like Dr Ramharack to heed Schlesinger’s
the Colonies, October 14, 1959 – October 9, advice and rewrite the history.
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Sir James ‘Son’ Mitchell

Sir James promoted deepening
of integration in the Caribbean
Sir James ‘Son’ Fitz-Allen Mitchell
leaves this as his legacy, not only to St Vincent
May 15, 1931 - November 23, 2021
and the Grenadines, but also to the Caribbean
Kingstown, St Vincent and the Grenadines Community. Our region owes a great debt of
– Caricom leaders last week extended condo- gratitude to this most distinguished son of St
lences to the family of Sir James ‘Son’ Mitchell, Vincent and the Grenadines.”
second Prime Minister of St Vincent and the
The St Lucia-based OECS Commission said
Grenadines, who died on November 23 fol- that in his capacity as Prime Minister of St
lowing a period of illness, the Caribbean News Vincent and the Grenadines, Sir James had also
Corporation reported. Sir James was 90 years served as a member of the OECS Authority,
old.
and as chairman of the nine-member grouping
Caricom chairman and Prime Minister of in 1988, and 1995-1996.
Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston Browne, said he
“He proudly championed the OECS, and
telephoned his St Vincent and the Grenadines will forever be enshrined in the pantheon of
counterpart Dr Ralph Gonsalves to convey the historic greats of our region. One of Sir
condolences on behalf of the 15-member James’ most notable moments was at the 25th
regional group.
meeting of the OECS Authority
Browne recalled that Sir
in 1995, when he championed
James served for 16 years as
as chairman the idea of the
Prime Minister, and during
inclusion of Barbados, signalthat time was an active regionling his ambitious aspiration for
alist, promoting several initiathe expansion of the Caribbean
tives for the deepening of intefamily,” OECS Director General
gration in the region.
Dr Didacus Jules said.
He also noted that Sir James
Sir James represented the
had been an active advoNorthern Grenadines constitucate for the idea of a politiency for more than 33 years,
cal union of the countries of
and served as Prime Minister
the Organisation of Eastern
from 1984-2000. He also served
Caribbean States in the early
as Premier from 1972-1974,
Mia Mottley
1980s.
and was the founder and presi“The region has lost a true champion of our dent of the main opposition New Democratic
Caricom integration, and a significant figure Party.
in advancing the region’s causes in the global
In a statement following his death, the NDC
community. We join the people of St Vincent said it was saddened to hear of his passing, and
and the Grenadines, especially the people of noted he was the founder of the party.
the island of Bequia where he was born, and
Said the NDC: “During his time serving our
in which he spent his happiest times,” Browne nation, he achieved huge amounts in steering
said.
St Vincent and the Grenadines in the right
In a statement, Barbados Prime Minister direction, by providing economic stability and
Mia Mottley said without a doubt Sir James has improving housing across our islands. The IMF
served well the people of his country, as well as once said of his economic leadership, ‘There’s
the people of the Caribbean region.
much to please, and little to fault’.”
“In fact, it ought not to be lost on us today
Additionally, “Sir James is undoubtedly to
as we reflect on his life, that Sir James was first be credited for numerous developments in
elected to the Parliament of St Vincent and our country. He was the embodiment of a true
the Grenadines in 1966, the same year that Statesman and a nation-builder. Sir James was
Barbados became Independent, and very early much loved by everybody that knew him, and
in a period when West Indians began with we pray for his family during this difficult
earnest to assert their right to sovereignty,” time.”
Mottley said.
Up to September Sir James was active as
She added, “As premier from 1972 to 1974, an influential national voice, which saw him
and prime minister from 1984 to 2000, Sir trying to convince vaccine-reluctant SVG resiJames was an integral part of the regional lead- dents to get inoculated against the Covid-19
ership that did so much to shape the Caribbean virus.
we know today.”
“[Vaccination] is the safest and fastest way
Also following Sir James’ passing, Trinidad out of the pandemic,” he said then, adding, “I
and Tobago’s Minister of Foreign and Caricom regret to say that everybody is entitled to their
Affairs Dr Amery Browne said: “It is with great view, but as a scientist, as a person who has
regret that I have been advised of the passing spent a lot of time, 50 years of my life, helping
of Sir James Mitchell, former prime minister and looking after the people of St Vincent, if
of St Vincent and the Grenadines… He was you think you owe me one, the one thing that
a passionate and committed regionalist and a I say Vincentians owe me is to get vaccinated.
strong advocate of Caribbean integration. He Please, go and get vaccinated.”
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or those who are renting, the dream of homeownership is becoming elusive. The government recognises that. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) earmarked over
one billion dollars to assist. The government will lend a portion of the down payment interest
free. With bigger down payments, buyers would require smaller mortgages, and that would effectively lower their monthly payments.
This is called a shared equity program. CMHC will lend the buyer five percent of the sale price
on resale homes and ten percent on new homes. CMHC will have an equivalent percent stake in
the home. The loan will be registered as a second mortgage against the property, and is for 25
years. If the property sells before 25 years, CMHC will get an equivalent percentage of the sale
price. If there is a loss, CMHC will absorb their portion as well. Buyers can invest more than the
minimum down payment provided that their down payment plus the amount from CMHC is less
than 20 percent of the sale price.
To qualify, buyers must satisfy anyone of the three criteria below:
1. Is a first-time home buyer;
2. Anyone who recently experienced a marriage or common law breakdown;
3. Anyone who has not occupied the home they owned for the last four years.
Here is an example of how the program works. Devi wants to buy a new construction that cost
$400,000. With the shared equity program, CMHC will contribute ten percent of the down payment,
which will be $40,000. Devi must also invest a minimum of five percent of her own money, which
will be $20,000. With the incentive, Devi’s remaining mortgage amount would be $340,000 instead
of $380,000, which will result in a lower monthly payment. If the current interest rate is two percent,
then Devi will save $169.54 monthly or $2,034.48 yearly. Over the span of 25 years, Devi would
save $50,862.00.
Devi must qualify for the mortgage which works out to be, in the GTA, about 4.5 times of her
gross income. For example, if Devi’s income is $100,000, then Devi will qualify for $450,000 mortgage. She must have the minimum down payment of five percent plus closing costs. If Devi buys
in GTA, Devi’s income must not exceed $150,000 to qualify for this program. If Devi is buying a
home with other family members, their combined income must not exceed $150,000 as well. For
homes outside of GTA, the combined income must not exceed $120,000 and the amount of mortgage qualified for is capped at four times the gross income. This program is available to Canadian
citizens, permanent, and non-permanent residents who are on a work permit.
This incentive must be paid in full after 25 years or whenever the property sold. For example, if
Devi sells the home for $700,000, since CMHC had initially invested ten percent, then, Devi must
repay ten percent of the final sale price to CMHC. In this example, that is $70,000. Homeowners
can choose to repay the loan in full at any time before 25 years. Partial payment is not acceptable.
To do so, the property’s fair market value must be established, and then the equivalent percentage
be paid to CMHC.
CMHC can force the owner to repay their portion if:
1. The intended use of the property has been changed, for example, converting an owneroccupied home to a rental property;
2. When a co-borrower wants to buy out his or her partner and need to borrow more insured
money;
3. When a co-borrower wants to remove his or her name from the title of the home;
4. When a borrower wants to port the mortgage from one property to another.
The first step is to get pre-approved for a mortgage. Make sure that you meet all of the above
requirements to qualify for the program. Once this is done and you have found a home that matches your criteria, then, you need to complete the necessary applications. Applications and other
important information can be viewed here. Once the application is completed, your lender can
submit it on your behalf. CMHC will then review your application, and if approved, you must call
FNF Canada, a mortgage transaction management company at 1-855-844-4535 to activate your
incentive. They will ask you for your lawyer’s information. This process must be completed at least
two weeks before your closing date. With this incentive, along with the ability to use up to $35,000
from your RRSP towards a down payment and the rebate from land transfer tax, home ownership
is possible.
Canada is one of the most desirable places to live according to research using Google search
data. Immigration is at an all time high and housing will always be in demand. Don’t miss this
ship… on homeownership.
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Herein lies a truth: sugar-coating does not negate untruthfulness
By Dhanpaul Narine
ies are told by the millions each day.
Sometimes we argue as to whether
we should be justified in telling them.
There are statements that people stretch the
truth, or are economical with it.
But at the end of the day, a lie is just that
and no amount of sugar-coating can make
it any different. There are anarchists that tell
us that a lie can lead to a better world, but
whatever the argument, deception hurts.
The cover-up is sometimes worse than the
actual deed. When officials from McDonalds
met in the Bronx in 2013, a nine-year old
asked if the corporate giant sells junk food.
The CEO Don Thompson denied that
junk food was on the menu. He proceeded to
say that there are items that contain less than
1,000 calories, and he touted the dollar menu.
The problem is that if one has a dollar and
has to choose between a cheeseburger and
a salad, is it possible that the cheeseburger
would win?
Another claim is that the chicken nuggets
are healthy. According to some studies, the
McDonalds chicken nugget has “sodium
phosphates, sodium acid pyrophosphate,
sodium aluminum phosphate, monocalcium
phosphate, and calcium lactate”.
If you think that this is over the top, and
that one is misrepresenting the corporation,
then you might want to consider the next
statement made by the CEO.
In his response that McDonalds was not
providing a healthy diet, Thompson said
that it is “real chicken, it’s real tomatoes, real
lettuce, real fruit, real smoothies, and real
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dairy eggs”.
Let us focus on the eggs. According to
some analysts, the eggs contain: citric acid,
vitamin A Palmitate, artificial flour, beta
carotene colour, liquid margarine, liquid
soyabean oil, hydrogenated cottonseed
and soybean oils, artificial flavour, sodium
benzoate, soy lecithin, and diglycerides.
Are you sure you
want to eat all those
“goodies” in the eggs?
But part of the
packaging is that the
product is good for us,
and the unsuspecting
consumer indulges
without asking
questions. If
McDonalds think
that they are not the
cause of obesity, then
someone from the
corporation should
look at the movie
Supersize Me.
Telling lies, or
Barack
misinforming the
average person has become the standard these
days from the major corporations. What is
even more alarming is that some corporations
are even going to court to argue that they have
a right to lie.
In 2003 Nike did the unthinkable. It hired
expensive public relations personnel who
argued through its attorneys that it should
enjoy the same free speech right as persons in
their private lives.

Anti-vaxxers and police in a stand-off in Port-of-Spain yesterday

Wait for facts, get vaccinated says health expert
borders and stopped flights, with escalating
From Page 1
of-Spain for breaching Covid-19 health pro- global preventative actions that some may see
as necessary, others as excessive.”
tocols.
He added, “We have been there before, and
Meanwhile, here in the GTA, Dr Vivian
Rambihar, cardiologist, community activist, we have to be patient, and continue to follow
and pioneer in diversity and health, said that national and local public health advice, which
the emergent global news about the omicron may change as we learn more. As reported
when the delta variant emerged,
variant “reminds us that the panwe have to be cautious: be careful,
demic is not over”.
follow public health advice, get
“Reports of omicron, a new
our Covid-19 vaccine, and boostvariant of the Covid-19 virus, in
er if eligible, get our flu shot…,
South Africa on November 24,
and look after ourselves mentally
2021, and in Canada four days
and physically, while we wait.”
later, are a stark reminder of this,”
Also, “We have all worked very
he told Indo-Caribbean World.
hard at this over the past roughly
He added, “This is neither
two years, and done very well
unexpected, nor unanticipated;
overall in most parts of Canada;
but we are better prepared, since
but like globally, the effects and
we have learnt lessons, and know
responses vary; and more needs
better how to respond.”
Vivian Rambihar
Noting that not much is known about the to be done.”
While noting the need for concern over the
omicron variant and its effects at this time,
Rambihar reiterated that its study was ongo- emergence of the omicron variant, Rambihar
ing, while stating, “We are learning more every added, “Let’s wait for the facts; but act fast
now, just in case, and change and adapt as we
day”.
However, there was need for us to act go along, showing the power and resilience we
have learnt over the past two years to stop this
quickly, he said.
“We must respond fast, while we wait for virus, and end the pandemic.”
He added, “The pandemic will end; and we
more information, and this is what the world
is doing. Many countries have closed their all play our part in making it happen.”
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In other words, a corporation should have
the right to say whatever they want in their
corporate releases.
Nike took their argument to the California
Supreme Court and the ruling went against
them. But this did not stop those from
supporting Nike. Bob Herbert wrote in the
New York Times that, “in a real democracy,
even the people you
disagree with get to
have their say”.
This is true,
except that Nike is
not a person. It is
a conglomerate. It
was created to make
money, and it has
exploited people in
poor countries to
sell its products in
the High Streets of
Western countries.
The case with
Nike went to the US
Supreme Court with
Kasky versus Nike.
Obama
The matter was settled
out of court before the judges could rule. The
people may have been deprived of the ruling,
but in the court of public opinion, Nike could
not shed its image after it was accused of
being a sweatshop employer.
A year ago, the problem of corporate taxes
was discussed, and here again there were more
untruths. The corporate lobbyists argued that
there should be a reduction in the amount of
taxes they pay since they pay more than the
other big companies.
But this is not accurate as taxes are lower
for corporations at the rate of 27.1 percent
as compared to 27.7 percent for large
corporations.
Another argument is that corporations
need a tax break to be competitive on a
global scale. This too is inaccurate, as many
big corporations are not really US American
companies.
Apart from the world of business there is
politics. It is here that lies take centre stage.
Who can recall the Edward Snowden affair?
One of the biggest lies told by the government
in recent years concerned the misinformation
given to the American people in the scandal
involving Edward Snowden.
As the world knows Snowden was a
technician in the CIA. He provided evidence
of US surveillance of its citizens conducted for
years.
The response of the government was to
deny any involvement. But in June 2013,
both the Washington Post and the Guardian
published reports that the National Security
Agency was getting access into Google and
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Facebook. The purpose was to collect emails
and other information on persons.
Then President Barack Obama said that
such a move by the CIA struck the “right
balance” between security and privacy. He
further stated that the actions of the security
agencies were overseen by Congress and the
courts. In other words, the average citizen had
nothing to worry about.
As Snowden appealed for political asylum,
the German press said that it had documents
showing that the US bugged the offices in the
European Union and at the United Nations.
Snowden is currently in Russia, but his
accusations continue to reverberate.
There are those who argue that
governments peddle lies all the time to create
illusions for conflict. The revelations by
Wikileaks show the extent to which world
leaders have indulged in deceptions.
Adolf Hitler was known to lie conveniently
to whip up the Nazis into a frenzy, and he
was followed by Italy’s Benito Mussolini, who
perfected the science of fascism.
In modern times the Communist regimes
in Cuba and North Korea have deliberately
withheld information from the masses, and
portrayed the West to be evil.
China continues to block the Internet
fearing that information will open the eyes of
the people there, and can so create opposition
to the regime.
The US involvement in Iraq saw top
officials of the US government present a case
for war. Colin Powell went to the United
Nations with charts and graphs, and claimed
that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction.
He made a robust presentation, but when
the inspectors went to Iraq no such weapons
were found. As the present situation stands,
the US does not want to stay in Iraq, but it
cannot leave either.
Arguably, the same situation exists in
Afghanistan. There is the view that the US
involvement in these wars was as a result
of more than faulty information. It was
rather based on downright deception of the
American people by those in authority.
In February 2014 the Washington Times
reported that both the American and British
governments were mounting covert and
sophisticated operations “to deceive and
disrupt the lives on online malcontents who
called themselves Anonymous”.
According to the newspaper, the
governments are, “engaged in precisely the
conduct as the suspects and are going after
people who have not even been accused of
crimes”.
The outcome of such surveillance is that
relationships are destroyed as the organs
of the media are manipulated to serve the
interests of those in power.

Urgent appeal for
a kidney donation

andit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough,
Ontario, is appealing to the community for urgent
assistance to help save the life of his 55-year old wife
Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure, with both of her kidneys
functioning at only five percent efficiency. She is on peritoneal
dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every day, which is
Satwattie Sukul
done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and
St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her kidney function
deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant of one kidney. Her blood group
is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence of a donor with this blood type, any
other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and that a donor
would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no complications before accepting
a donation. Pt Sukul may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783-0459.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Interfaith relationships, sweet memories celebrated at Imdadul Islamic Centre
By Sayem Khan
Toronto – A celebration of getting back
together, recollecting sweet memories, and
re-igniting harmonious interfaith relationships
took place at the Imdadul Islamic Centre late
last month, the event seeing attendance by
frontline workers, interfaith leaders, and local
government officials.
Hosted on November 20, the evening also
saw the hosting of the mosque’s banquet
fundraising dinner, and saw participation by
over 250 of its members. All health protocols
were observed throughout the event.
The celebration started with the recitation
of the Holy Quran by three young children:
Abiha Nawaz, Eniya Nawaz, and Zoraiz Abid,
with an opening Dua by Hafiz Ateeb.
In addition to the presence of the
Imdadul Jamat’s membership, there were
also representatives from the Holy Blossom
Temple, the Ahmadiyyan Jamat, and the
Vishnu Temple.
Also in attendance were members of the
Toronto Police Service Muslim Consultative
Committee. During his address to the
audience, Inspector Mandeep Mann, also
co-chair of Toronto Police Service Muslim
Consultative Committee, introduced the
group’s members, and expressed gratitude for
the partnership, and to the leadership of the
mosque.
Tom Rakocevic, member of the provincial
Parliament of Humber River Black Creek area,
where the mosque is located, presented an
award to its Secretary, Osman Khan, and to
President, Haroon Sheriff. The award was in
appreciation for the mosque’s leadership in
combatting Covid-19.
Imdadul Centre has been forging strong
partnerships with local community health
partners, such as the Black Creek Community
Health Centre. Two vaccine clinics were held
at the mosque last summer.
Consequently, the event also saw Michelle
Westin, Senior Analyst at the Black Creek
Community Health Centre, presenting an
Appreciation Recognition award to the
Imdadul Islamic Centre management in
celebration of the partnership.
Also addressing the gathering was
vice chair of the Toronto District School
Board and the local public school trustee

Christopher Mammoliti, who shared his
experience of visiting a mosque for the first
time, which happened to be the Imdadul
Centre.
Member of Parliament Ya’ra Saks also
expressed sincere gratitude for the support
of the members of the mosque during her
re-election effort, and praised the dedication
and hard work of it members.
In his remarks, local City Councilor
Anthony Perruzzaa shared his delight over
Imdadul’s continued growth.
Perruzza also acknowledged the diverse
contribution of its members in creating a
better neighbourhood.
The evening’s fundraising effort was
facilitated by the well-known religious figure,
Imam Yusuf Badat. He is Imam at the Islamic
Foundation of Toronto mosque, and is a long
time friend of the Imdadul Islamic Centre.
During his address, Imam Hamid Slimi, a
well-respected scholar and the Imam of the
Syeda Khadiza Centre, expressed his pleasure
to see the progress of the Imdadul Annex
construction project.
Rabbi Yael Splansky of the Holy Blossom
Temple shared a video thanking members
of the Imdadul Jamat for the valuable
partnership.
The event also saw special recognition
given to Dr Unus Hack, an accomplished
physician, and who is currently at the Humber
River Regional Hospital. He is the past Chief
Department of Family Medicine at North York
General, and past Board Chair of Humber
River Family Team.
Verses from the Holy Quran were recited
by Brother Mosab from the Imdadul’s
dynamic youth body, with the fundraising
dinner event moderated by two youth
members, Sayem Khan, and Salma Aziz.
Attendees at the banquet also enjoyed
the outstanding nasheed performances of
internally renowned Naat Qwan singers
Salman Qureshi, Khalid Javid, and Hafeez
Aiman.
The event concluded with the mosque’s
President Sheriff thanking volunteers and
participants, especially the young members
of the Nile Academy for their hard work that
contributed to making the evening and its
fundraiser a success.

Inspector Mandeep Mann, co-chair
of the Toronto Police Service Muslim
Consultative Committee

Imam Yusuf Badat of the Islamic
Foundation leading the fundraising
event

Inspector Mandeep Mann (l-r), Salma Aziz, Sayem Khan, Omar Farouk, Co-Chair
Rukhsana Sayeed, Parveen Enam, Imam Erdem, Osman Khan, and Constable
Haroon Siddiqui
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Abiha Nawaz (left) & Zoriaz Abid reciting verses from the Holy Quran

A section of the audience at the Imdadul’s banquet & fundraiser
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Funeral home director firm believer in giving to community

F

rom attending his first funerals as a mourner to later
He says, “For example, in the pandemic, I partnered with
taking the lead as General Manager at their familya few friends, and created our own live streaming solution.
owned funeral homes, Puneet Aujla understands the
There was an apparent need for this kind of service. The
business from both perspectives, and consequently, is a firm
current solutions in the funeral industry were either simply
believer in giving back to the community.
not good, or too expensive.”
As GM of the Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre,
He adds, “I wanted something that offered the best audio
and the Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre,
and video clarity, and [there] was no extra charge to the
Puneet has organised food drives for food banks, and has
family. I am proud to say we accomplished both, and now
washed carpets for free at mandirs in the GTA.
even have other funerals signing up to use our service.”
He started working in the funeral industry in January
Puneet is also a firm believer in corporate social respon2013 at their Brampton location. It was a family business
sibility, in giving back to the community.
run by his father and uncle, and right away, he understood
“Giving back is something I hold dearly in my working
he needed to learn all aspects of the field.
philosophy. If our funeral home is successful because of our
As he notes, he had only attended a few funerals as a
community’s support, then it is our responsibility to give
Dinesh (l-r), Hardeep, & Puneet pack food bank items
mourner before 2013, so the concept of being on the
back to the community,” he declares.
preparation side of a funeral home was quite new.
Additionally, “During the pandemic, we were
In fact, managing a funeral home was far from
able to do a food drive initiative that raised almost
Puneet’s thoughts during his educational years. He
10,000 pounds of healthy foods like raw lentils,
attended the University of Toronto, and graduated
chickpeas, rice, and so on.”
in 2012 with a double major in criminology and
The funeral home also partnered with a regispolitical science.
tered charity, Global Medic, he says.
Says Puneet: “I always thought I would have gone
“We were able to donate money to them, and in
to law school, but quickly realised that the business
exchange, get food wholesale. We then packaged
my dad and uncle got into would require all hands
this food in one of our reception lounges at the
on deck. So, I went back to school to become a
Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre. The
Brett (l-r), Puneet, Karndip, & Manraj moving food bank items
funeral director.”
pandemic restrictions meant that our
It turned out that during his internship
28,000 square foot building was pretty
in 2017, the funeral homes’ manager quit.
much empty. We wanted to make use of
The sudden exit saw Puneet taking up the
this space, and during this time, there was
challenging role of Assistant Manager;
a shortage of food at all food banks,” he
soon he was managing the entire operasays.
tion.
Puneet also notes the positive recepFrom his educational foundation of
tion received by mandirs in the GTA,
criminology and political science, Puneet
where they reached out to help following
began broadening his world view, extendthe lifting of the Covid-19 lockdown.
ing his knowledge and sensibilities to ap“We did a carpet washing initiative in
preciate, and to reflect the diverse needs
the summer of 2020. We offered to wash
of grieving families.
carpets for any religious or charitable orPuneet washing carpets at a GTA mandir
“I have always tried learning as much as I could about
ganisation as they were preparing to reopen their facilities.”
logical innovations,” he says.
the different religions, funeral practices, and how to imAmong the mandirs that benefited were the Bhavani
Puneet notes he is “a firm believer that our funeral service
prove the experience of grieving families. Now, as the GM, I
Shankar in Brampton and Sankat Mochan Hanuman in
and staff can keep improving” the quality service extended to
place great emphasis on our customer service and technoAjax, he says.
grieving families.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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AUTHORS' CORNER

‘Matters Arising’ mourns as much as it celebrates

N

lecturer and expert on Caribbean literature, Ramchand was
ow once again in print and out of the archives of the
also an independent Senator in Trinidad and Tobago.
Trinidad Guardian, University of the West Indies
Gibbings notes that explorations in Matters Arising on
Professor Emeritus Dr Kenneth Ramchand has
issues impacting life in Trinidad and Tobago have filtered into
reincarnated his series of newspaper columns, Matters Arising.
national discourse, and have acquired longevity and continuity
The columns were written for the newspaper’s OpEd pages
as citations in discussions today.
during the years 1987-1998.
Citing the much-discussed ‘Let Them
Matters Arising was so successful, that
Call It Buss-Up Shut’ column, which
according to Wesley Gibbings writing earlier
was published on November 30, 1989,
this month in the Trinidad Guardian, it
Gibbings notes Ramchand argued against
“was required reading for anyone with an
the linguistic degradation of the layered
interest in national and global public affairs,
roti, “paratha”, now commonly called
literature, scholastic discourse and clever
“buss-up shut”. The technique employed by
ole-talk and humour”.
Ramchand in this column saw the point of
As Gibbings notes, through Matters
view emerging as
Arising, Ramchand was able to capture
a narrative from
the essence of the people and issues he
Ken Ramchand
a roti vendor,
encountered as a public intellectual, a
who said he had been “christen as a
literary mentor, a storyteller, and as someone with a deep
Hindu”.
interest in the future of Trinidad and Tobago, and the
Gibbings writes: “Through the
Caribbean.
voice of the nameless vendor, a fullAccording to the Author’s Preface in the collection,
scale assault is also launched on
Ramchand confesses to having written “instinctively” on an
growing reference to the term ‘dhallextensive range of subjects, Gibbings says.
purie skin’.”
Among these concerns are climate change, alternative
Many years later, Gibbings says
energy, “the pernicious nature of the political party”,
Ramchand finds his name being
economism, materialism and greed, the threats to racial
called in absentia during arguments
harmony, and the oppression of women.
about roti, and its neologisms and
There are also concerns expressed over the abuse of
nuances, almost as frequently as his
Parliament and democracy, education, cultural expression,
dogged observations are cited about
selfhood, equity, empathy, “the geniuses we have produced”,
the University, seeking haven, being a fisherman, and “in every a grammatical error in Trinidad and
Tobago’s national anthem.
breath, the sustaining environment”.
Also trending throughout the
Gibbings writes: “Reading the columns in this collection
columns are voices reminiscent
years later, the author’s interests are recognisable in measures
of early V.S. Naipaul, especially in
of different voices speaking from a variety of vantage points.
the storytelling pieces, Gibbings notes; he adds, “This is not
Yet, there is a common, universalistic thread of concern that
surprising. ‘Instant readability’, was how Ramchand described
hovers over the human condition.”
the late Nobel Laureate’s great skill.”
And as Ramchand notes in his Preface, “Going over these
There are also eternal characters woven into the narratives,
writings now, I find they were not separate from my work or
such as Angwoo, who appears in ‘The Wife’s Lament’, which
my daily living. The things that were worrisome and exciting
was published on January 6, 1988. And there are recurring
then are still worrisome and exciting.”
“cameos”, such as the roti guy from the “paratha” versus “bussAlong with his role as a newspaper columnist, a university

up shut” exploration.
And of course, Ramchand’s professorial voice also emerges
to explore V.S. Naipaul (via Seepersad Naipaul), Derek Walcott
(‘If Loving these Islands Must Be My Load’), and Ernest
Hemingway (‘The Fish Who Brought In A Man’).
In 1992, Ramchand wrote the following when Derek
Walcott won the Nobel Prize for Literature: “I cannot think of
a writer more deserving of the Nobel prize than Derek Walcott.
If Vidia Naipaul had got the nod, I would have said, ‘I cannot
think of a writer more deserving of the Nobel prize than Vidia
Naipaul’.”
Ramchand’s enchantment does come to an end, Gibbing
notes with a concluding perspicuity, saying, “[It] was
to Naipaul’s Mimic Men [that Ramchand] turned for an
understanding of the shattered
politics that signalled the end of his
own enchantment. It was in 1987,
following the success of the ill-fated
National Alliance for Reconstruction
administration Matters Arising
occupied fixed space on the pages of
the Trinidad and Tobago Guardian.
There was Ramchand, ‘hopeful
of racial harmony, rationality and
fairness, when the [NAR] swept into
power in 1986.”
But the centre did not hold; things
fell apart for the NAR. Gibbings
notes, “Successive columns reflected
a broken heart sustained only by
defiant hopefulness.”
As Ramchand explains in his
Preface, “The theme I discovered in
what I wrote is how the common man
feels about what is going on around
him, his memories of the dangers he has passed, his struggles
with the present, and his preparation for what is to come.”
Matters Arising mourns as much as it celebrates, Gibbings
concludes, again with penetrating perspicuity.
Matters Arising is now available at selected bookstores, and
will soon be on online platforms. Visit Royards Publishing for
more information.

New dance step emerges from ups & downs with yo-yos

T

he yo-yo is a go-go! It is a way to learn a new dance
step. Many of us remember long-time days when we
played with a yo-yo. The yo-yo goes back to ancient
history, originating from possibly China, the Philippines, or
Greece. They have been made from wood, terracotta, and
metal. In modern times, they are made from plastic.
The yo-yo spread to France where King Louis XVII is
shown playing with one. Napoleon reportedly was throwing
a yo-yo before the Battle of Waterloo. The yo-yo even made a
journey into outer space in 1985 with the
astronauts in the shuttle Discovery.
It is part of my own childhood growing
Bernard
up in British Guiana in the 1950s. In those
Heydorn
days we made yo-yos out of wood, cotton
reels, or even tin cans. Boys showed their
skills in yo-yo tricks, flashing them up and
down, backward and forward, through their
legs, around their backs, along the ground, in moves called
“walking the dog”, “rocking the baby”, “the sleeper”, and more.
It was my wife who introduced me to “walking the dog” as a
yo-yo trick.
Both boys and girls, children, and adults worldwide
play with the yo-yo. There are national and international
competitions. The modern yo-yo is generally plastic, and
may be purchased from toy shops or online. Over the last few
decades, I have acquired my own collection of yo-yos. They
are different sizes, the largest being a wooden one, 3.5 inches
in diameter. My smallest one is about two inches in diameter,
and is called Turbo Spin.
It is bright yellow, plastic, and fast. It responds to your
slightest touch, anxious to rush up the string to kiss your hand.
This is unlike the big, highly-polished wooden one, which is
quite lazy and needs a lot of encouragement to get started.
Even when started it barely gets up to half the length of the
string. It is easier to learn with the little one, Turbo Spin.
Nortel Networks Company has its yo-yo in a case. I also
have a Koosh; a Yomega X Brain Wing, 1999, auto return; a
Magic Laser auto return, High performance Supreme 2000;
and last, but not least, my own production called, Yo-yo a
Go-Go.
My collection of yo-yos have different colours, makes,
shapes, sizes, strings, speeds, and tendencies. Some even “light
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up” when a flash of light hits them as they spin.
To be honest, I cannot remember when or where I
acquired these yo-yos. My skills have fallen off over
the years, and I had to be refreshed on placing the
string around the base of the middle finger of your
hand to start them. They do not like to be dropped
on the ground landing on their head, so be careful.
They all go into a death spiral and dive when you
handle them the wrong way, or they are tired of the
game.
My home made yo-yo came
from wooden cut-outs from
door handles in our bedrooms.
One was smaller than the other
so I spent a couple of hours
sanding them to approximately
the same size.
My wife insisted on weighing them on our
kitchen scale. They were not identical, but I had
had enough of the sanding. This was only the first
of my challenges. I got a little wooden axle which
was a spare from one of my commercial yo-yos
and tied the string on it. I bought a metal machine
screw bolt and nut from Home Hardware, and made My collection of yo-yos – different colours, makes, shapes,
sizes, strings, speeds, and tendencies
that the main axle. It was the wrong length so I had
to cut it with a hacksaw. Then I put it all together.
stain and the “wheels” black.
The first trial was a disaster! It went into a spin immediately
In a short while I discovered to keep it moving on an even
and crashed to the floor. I had to tug at it to get it to move.
keel, I had to step around it as it moved and twisted in my
In frustration I called my wife, the resident engineer, for
hand. Just like a dancer, it took the male lead, and I had to
assistance.
follow.
In a flash, she spotted a problem. There was too much
Round and round we went until I got giddy. I had
space between the two halves. A circular indentation must be
accidentally discovered the yo-yo a go-go dance! I can
chiseled out for the center of each half to accommodate the
add this to my repertoire of dance steps. I can now keep it
little wooden axle in the middle. That job took a while with the up and running for an extended period of time. Mission
limited carpenter tools that I have.
accomplished!
When that was done, we tried again. It made another effort
As a footnote, one of the manufacturers issued a warning:
to work, but barely got off the ground. At this point I had had
Not for children under three years of age.
enough and was about to quit.
Overall, the yo-yo for me is a good distraction from
My wife picked it up and said the string needs to be divided
the tumultuous times in which we live and a reminder of
in two. It is too thick! She performed the operation, and my
childhood fun.
yo-yo and I were off and running after a brief introduction.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines I’ll be talking
What a job? All that was left was applying some light wood
to you.
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Bhajan reserves comment on EOT court win
Port-of-Spain – Attorney Veera Bhajan reserved comment cation.
following her success last week in a legal action brought against
In delivering the judgment last Tuesday, Justice Avason
the Equal Opportunity Tribunal.
Quinlan-Williams said it had been difficult to pen, adding:
However, the comments on social media were not withheld, “At a certain point, as much as I tried to quiet my mind, I kept
and were filled with opinions on the issue,
hearing the words of one song over and over, they
with many calling for the EOT chair Donna
were from General Grant, ‘Pure hate and acting
Prowell-Raphael to resign or be fired.
normal’.”
As was noted on social media accounts,
The judge granted Bhajan all reliefs sought,
the calls declared, “[Prowell-Raphael] should
including that she be allowed to take up her role
be dismissed immediately!”; and that she
at the Tribunal.
“[should] do the honourable thing and resign”.
The court also ordered that Bhajan be paid
Prowell-Raphael later indicated she will
(TT) $100,000 by the EOT and its chair Powellappeal the judgement.
Raphael for the embarrassment and humiliation
Bhajan was born without arms, and has
faced. The EOT must also pay her legal costs.
been an attorney since 2011. On March 17,
Justice Quinlan-Williams also directed that
2021, she was appointed a lay assessor of the
Bhajan be paid her salary from March with interEOT for three years by President Paula-Mae
est, allowance, and benefits. The court further
Weekes.
ordered that the Attorney General pay $250,000
However, following her appointment, she
in vindicatory damages.
was unsuccessful in communicating with the
Bhajan did not comment following the judgeVeera Bhajan
EOT to start her role.
ment, indicating she will do so at a later time.
She later received correspondence from Prowell-Raphael
However, the voices in social media were in high praise of
stating the EOT did not have the logistic and/or financial means Justice Quinlan-Williams’ judgement, and with many calling
to accommodate or support another lay assessor.
on Prowell-Raphael to leave office immediately, resign, or be
Prowell-Raphael also indicated that given its current work- dismissed.
flow, another lay assessor was not required as the Tribunal was
Earlier this week Bhajan’s lawyers said they received a letter
well served by the current panel.
from the EOT regarding the outstanding salary and benefits due
Bhajan filed legal action following receipt of this communi- following the court’s judgement. The lawyers also stated they

Bhajan is officially appointed a lay assessor with the
EOT by President Paula-Mae Weekes in March, 2021
were awaiting word on whether or not Bhajan will take up her
position with the tribunal, and on the formula for calculating
the interest owed.
According to Bhajan’s lawyers, the EOT’s letter only suggested the figures that were due, and did not include interest.
The intention from the EOT to appeal the court’s judgement
was also noted. However, Bhajan’s lawyers indicated that no
notice of appeal had yet been served from either the EOT or
its chair.

Lutchmedial knocks Vieira’s judges claim

Trinidad & Tobago Coast Guard’s two new Cape
Class vessels TTS Port-of-Spain & TTS Scarborough

2 new Cape Class vessels now in
service with T&T’s Coast Guard
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard commissioned two new Cape Class vessels earlier this week, with Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley urging its officers to focus on intercepting human trafficking and stopping the illegal gun trade.
Rowley said the officers have a duty to defend, own, and
explore Trinidad and Tobago’s interests at sea from criminal
elements, even as he noted that horrendous accounts from local
fishermen being attacked and ongoing human trafficking are
well-documented.
“You are required to discourage that. You would have seen
the amount of firearms on our streets, and the effect that is
having on our safety and our security. Your first line of defence
is the nation’s first line of defence,” Rowley said during the commissioning of the vessels.
He added, “These are large crafts in so far as island nations
are concerned, but you carry on board the smaller vessels that
can chase down, and that can enter the coastal zones. Make use
of these facilities. You have good technology to determine who
is around you; use it. You have good technology to strategise, to
outthink, and to outrun, those who are bent on criminal activity; do that.”
Named TTS Port-of-Spain and TTS Scarborough, the vessels
were built by the Australian shipping company Austal, and was
partly funded by the Australian government as part its programme that assists islands with border security.
Both vessels were delivered to Trinidad and Tobago in July.
Each is equipped to carry 27 Coast Guard officers, with the
capacity to carry 12 additional people. The vessels can attain a
top speed of 20 knots.
Rowley said the officers on board these two vessels will be
required to patrol and secure a quarter of a million square kilometres during operations.
“Our men and women with the charge and responsibility of
protecting the waters, protecting us from comers who would
harm us. Whether they are gun runners, human traffickers,
or contraband specialists, it is the Trinidad and Tobago Coast
Guard that stand between us and them. From time to time we
suffer when we are penetrated, but just remember, it is not the
easiest of tasks, and it is the largest of areas,” he said.
He added that both vessels were now the major assets of the
Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard, and allows for an effective
presence in the Atlantic Ocean, he said.
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Port-of-Spain – Senator Anthony Vieira compromised the
independence of the judiciary and violated the entrenched principle of separation of powers by bringing senior jurists into his
senseless squabble with the Opposition, UNC Senator Jayanti
Lutchmedial said last week.
Lutchmedial said it was a
most astounding declaration
when Vieira told the Upper
House on November 23 that he
received WhatsApp messages
from two Court of Appeal
judges condemning members
of the Opposition.
Also, according to Vieira,
these Opposition members are
practitioners at the Bar.
Vieira was referencing criticisms made by Lutchmedial of
him when he made the assertion. He said Luchmedial’s
Anthony Vieira
criticisms led to him receiving

the comments from two judges of the Court of Appeal.
“This is a most disturbing utterance, since it suggests that
judges of the Court of Appeal have adopted prejudicial positions against the Opposition, specifically members who appear
in politically sensitive matters,” Lutchmedial said.
She added, “Members of the [UNC] Opposition are currently
representing parties in matters which may ultimately be heard
by judges of the Court of Appeal. Likewise, there are parties
before the court whose opponents are represented by Senator
Vieira, who claims to have a special relationship with certain
judges, with privileged access to them via his WhatsApp, where
he discusses political matters with them. How can these litigants
feel confidence in the judicial system?”
Lutchmedial then declared: “I strenuously condemn Senator
Vieira’s reckless and vile attempt to bring the justice system into
his absurd political fight, just as much as I denounce his baseless motion.”
She “strongly” urged Vieira “to withdraw his thoughtless and

desperate remarks, and to apologise to the Judiciary, or identify
the judicial officers who have expressed these sentiments so that
their political bias would be known and declared”.
She continued: “The separation of powers demands that
judges remain above the political fray. They are called upon to
adjudicate on politically sensitive matters, including breaches of the Constitution by the
government and election petitions. Vieira’s slip of the tongue
is no simple faux pas.”
Additionally, “If true, it
speaks to an entrenched political bias in the system itself. It
also reveals that people like
him have privileged access and
special relationships with judges before whom they appear.
This can create the perception
that he and his clients could
Jayanti Lutchmedial
secretly receive undue preferential treatment and favours.”
Lutchmedial said that the “maxim that justice must not only
be done but must also be seen to done has been breached by
Vieira's inappropriate, improper, and scandalous WhatsApp
conversations that have now drawn senior judges into the political arena”.
She added, “He has single-handedly cast a shadow of political
suspicion and doubt over the entire Court of Appeal, and he has
a duty to make full and frank disclosure and name these judges
who hold such political views, instead of damaging the reputations of all the members of the court.”
Lutchmedial said Vieira has damaged public confidence in
judicial officers by his reckless statements that were “aimed at
denigrating the Opposition”.
Also, that, “Judges should always be above reproach, and
Senator Vieira, in his harebrained attempt to sully the image of
the Opposition, has brought respected judges into the partisan
political fray.”

Security expert calls for technologically-driven approach to fight crime
Port-of-Spain – Strategic security expert and the former
head of the National Operations Centre, Commander Garvin
Heerah, last week said more needs to be done to tackle rising
crime in Trinidad and Tobago. Last month saw the number of
murdered persons totalling over 400 killed.
Heerah advised Deputy Commissioner of Police McDonald
Jacob to start utilising tactics that can deliver and make a difference.
According to Heerah, the increased manpower that the DCP
in charge has advocated is a step in the right direction. He noted
it is not only about increasing manpower, but also about “working smart”.
Heerah added, “Utilising a technologically driven approach
to policing with an anti-crime intent. What are the objectives?
What are the areas of interest based on trends, volume and
crime stats?”

He said the Joint Intelligence Group should be re-visited and
made “mandatory for a focused and surgical intelligence-led
approach to the Operations”.
Heera also listed a few of the approaches necessary, among
these being setting up a 24/07 Command Centre. To do this
would mean instituting an Alert State in the TTPS.
He also noted the Operation would require a strong and
meaningful title, and there was a need to utilise and re-vamp the
National Grid as per hot zones and key high crime areas.
Using the National Grid and its CCTV architecture would
create and strategise the implementation of choke points, he
said, noting that 99 percent of the perpetrators of crime use
roads to get to a location, or to escape from a scene.
Heerah added by using and utilising the National Grid the
TTPS, aided and supported by the TTDF, can create and execute
good choke points to shut down criminal activity.
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Businesses to govt: Act now on Covid-19
Port-of-Spain – The business sector in Trinidad and Tobago urged the government to take this into account in making its
last week expressed concern that if the government waits much decisions.
longer to take action on the nation’s current Covid-19 pre“The [Chamber] firmly advocates on behalf of the over
dicament, then hundreds could die from the Covid-19 virus. 650,000 citizens of the country who have been compliant. We
The concern was raised by the Chief Executive Officer of the ask that any actions be directed at the unvaccinated to encourChamber of Industry and Commerce, Gabriel Faria.
age vaccination, and to protect those who legitimately cannot be
Last month saw the deadliest spike in Covid-19 mortalities, vaccinated,” it said.
with the recorded total surging to over 400 deaths. November
There was also a call made by the Chamber to businesses
also saw over 10,000 active cases of Covid-19 infections.
to continue acceleration of use of digital channels to provide
Said Faria last week: “Any
products and services in a move
option we take today will take
to reduce physical engagement
months for the desired impact,
and mobility.
and that is why we are recom“This includes allowing staff
mending that whatever actions
to work remotely, and increaswe take should be taken as soon
ing the level of vigilance on
as possible. We don’t have the
safety in the workplace for both
luxury of time to wait.”
our employees and customers,”
At the time, Faria was
it stated.
responding to the national
A response to Rowley’s
address on the Covid-19 crisis
address also came from
made on November 25 by Prime
the American Chamber of
Minister Dr Keith Rowley.
Commerce of Trinidad and
Faria gave the assurance that
Tobago.
the Chamber would abide by
In acknowledging the gravwhatever decisions the governity of the Covid-19 impact, it
Gabriel Faria
ment made, whether it was to
said if Trinidad and Tobago’s
introduce mandatory vaccinations, or widening the Trinidad vaccination rate did not increase, then the government may
and Tobago Safe Zone programme.
have to implement new measures to ensure increased levels of
Later, in a media release, the Chamber noted that while the vaccination.
government has sent a message that in time action will be taken,
“We are supportive of any actions by the State to adopt
it reiterated Faria’s earlier notification, saying “We cannot wait and publish a policy which makes it clearly permissible for an
to take the actions required, as this could result in hundreds employer to implement a mandatory Covid-19 vaccination polimore of our citizens succumbing to the pandemic”.
cy, supported by a clear process, with reasonable exceptions and
The Chamber urged the government to make a move sooner subject to the conduct of a risk assessment. This is important
than later, saying, “We must act now to save lives.”
given recent public pronouncements by the Industrial Court,”
It also called on the government to take visible leadership in the business group stated.
the next phase of dealing with the ongoing pandemic.
Additionally, “The consequences of inaction far outweigh the
“They are the single largest employer in the country and risk of some action.”
cannot continue to abdicate the issue of vaccination in the
However, President of the Greater San Fernando Area
workplace solely to the private sector, especially in high-risk Chamber of Commerce Kiran Singh said southern group did
work environments. This approach must be a joint effort, and not support mandatory vaccination.
we are committed to assisting in whatever way we can,” the
“The feedback we are getting from the citizens is that they
Chamber said.
don’t want to feel that their rights are being infringed upon by
Noting that a percentage of Trinidad and Tobago’s popula- forcing them to take a vaccine. What we encourage is the use
tion had legitimate reasons not to be vaccinated, the Chamber of moral suasion, incentivising taking the vaccines,” Singh said.

Nationals told to act with discipline, responsibility

Among the measures were mandatory vaccinations for fedPort-of-Spain – A call to act with greater discipline and
responsibility was made to nationals last week following the eral workers; fines and no-pay suspensions for unvaccinated
address to the nation by Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley on people; and allowing businesses to suspend or fire workers who
rising case numbers and a climbing death rate due to Covid-19. refuse to be vaccinated.
Said Mohammed, “It is an indication to us that if we don’t
The call came from political analyst Dr Shane Mohammed,
get our house in order; if we don’t cut our cards
who urged nationals to understand the seristraight, and people don’t get serious, then it is
ousness of Rowley’s message.
going to come down to [Rowley] to act simiAdditionally, he called for an end to the
larly to other world leaders.”
politicisation of the virus, and said Opposition
Among his recommendations to the govLeader Kamla Persad-Bissessar should coopernment, Mohammed said measures should
erate with government in the Covid-19 fight.
be considered such as mandatory vaccinations,
Commenting on the national address on
and keeping unvaccinated people at home
November 25, Mohammed said Rowley took a
under strict quarantine arrangements.
diplomatic and politically strategic approach.
He also acknowledged such moves may
He said to come away thinking Rowley’s
cause some nationals to claim Trinidad and
speech was a waste of time, or to view it
Tobago was becoming a police or military state.
through political lenses, was to miss the deepHe added that given the current critical
er significance in the message.
situation now being faced by the country, it
“There were a lot of subliminal messages
may become necessary “to go draconian on
when he used various examples of what is takKeith Rowley
those who are unvaccinated”.
ing place across the world,” Mohammed said.
Mohammed also called on Persad-Bissessar to put politics
During his address, Rowley cited a series of strict anti-Covid-19 measures taken in other countries, among them the US, aside, and to offer to form a bi-partisan arrangement between
the government and Opposition in order to combat Covid-19.
New Zealand, Singapore, and Barbados.

Hope & inspiration absent as govt deals with Covid-19 spike

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley offered
Trinidad and Tobago neither hope nor inspiration in dealing
with a new wave of Covid-19 infections and deaths now gripping the country, the Movement for Social Justice said last week.
“Dr Rowley did none of this… It was a spectacular failure
of communication at a crucial moment in our fight against the
virus,” MSJ leader David Abdulah said.
He added, “We needed to hear what new concrete steps will
be taken to save lives. But we got nothing, except a hint that
what is being done elsewhere in the world could be done [in
Trinidad and Tobago].”
Adbulah said the more than 2,000 Covid-19 deaths so far
were alarming, along with the absence of focus on these growing numbers by business organisations, the media, or with
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public protests.
“It’s business as usual; things normal,” he said.
The MSJ also put forward a number of recommendations for
the government to follow, among which were administering a
third dose of Sinopharm vaccine to all nationals over 18; vaccinating children between ages 5-11; and accessing additional
vaccines from Cuba.
Addulah also said the MSJ was willing to continue with educating and encouraging nationals to be inoculated.
Meanwhile, Pundit Satyanand Maharaj, leader of the Satya
Anand Ashram in Aranguez, last week renewed his call to
Rowley to make Covid-19 vaccination mandatory, saying the
move should be done immediately in order to relieve the strain
that is being put on Trinidad and Tobago’s health care system.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

UNC: Rowley long on
words, short on ideas
Port-of-Spain – The address to the nation by Prime Minister
Dr Keith Rowley on the Covid-19 crisis in Trinidad and Tobago
was an admission that the government has failed to deal with
the pandemic, the UNC said last week.
November Trinidad and Tobago saw active cases of Covid-19
infections passing 10,000, with the mortality rate climbing to
more than 400 deaths.
Following Rowley’s November 25 address to the nation on
the critical situation now being faced, Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar said his speech was long on words, but short
on ideas.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “Thousands in our nation are concerned, worried, and many are grieving due to the untimely
loss of loved ones. Yet not a
single plan was put forward
by the Prime Minister.”
She added that Rowley’s
appeal was hollow to citizens
during a time when more
than 2,000 people have now
died from Covid-19.
Oropouche East MP Dr
Roodal Moonilal was also
critical of Rowley’s speech,
saying, “It turned out to be
rambling memoirs on a fireside chat.”
He added, “The government is clueless and hapRushton Paray
less. They have thrown their
hands in the air on the Covid-19 disaster”; also, that the government was “numb to the daily death and infection rate”.
Moonilal also stated that the government’s policy had been
reduced to “every citizen see after himself or herself, and see you
on the other side”.
Mayaro MP Rushton Paray was also critical of Rowley, saying
he missed an opportunity to offer a course correction on the
government’s management of the socio-economic issues that are
being caused by the pandemic.
Said Paray: “After [TT] $6 billion spent on Covid-19, there is
a virtual collapse of the [Small and Medium Enterprise) sector,
and medical institutions are under serious fatigue.” He claimed
Rowley continues to display “a lack of decisive leadership with
poor strategy execution”.
Also commenting on Rowley’s speech was UNC chairman
Dave Tancoo, who highlighted the total of over 2,000 men,
women and children that have died from Covid-19.
Tancoo accused Rowley of having skewed priorities, saying,
“The health sector is in crisis, making plans for more space to
accommodate dead bodies, workers suffering from exhaustion
and burnout, thousands of positive cases monthly, new more
aggressive variants ...and all Rowley could tell the nation is that
we will have Carnival next year?”
He also expressed disappointment that Rowley did not
empathise with the families of Covid-19 victims. Instead, he
said Rowley chose to in 45 minutes of public relations during
his speech.
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Hearts also stolen in Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai

pass up. The gang will mingle with the wedding party and the
Movie Review
band, and Raju will be at the forefront, playing his dafli and
Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai
convincing everyone that this lot really are musicians.
By Madhulika Liddle
n one pivotal scene in Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai,
They succeed, and Raju, completely oblivious, wanders
Kammo (Padmini), the daughter of a dacoit chief tells her
around, eating jalebis and watching the wedding ceremony.
naïve beloved that they, the dacoits, are not to be scorned
This is when Raka (who is in disguise, like most of his men)
or derided, because they wield guns to make things equal
attacks. There is instant chaos, with the dacoits firing and
between the rich and the poor. They take from the rich and
looting, while the wedding guests run about trying to escape.
give to the poor, because the poor have always been preyed
In front of Raju’s horrified eyes, the bridegroom is killed, and
upon by the rich.
the dacoits snatch away the bride-widow’s valuable necklace
“Kammoji, tum log chochilist ho?” asks Raju (Raj Kapoor),
and her mangalsutra. A passing child who happens to come in
wide-eyed. Because chochilists, as he informs Kammo, also
the way of the fleeing dacoits is also shot dead
work to make things ‘barobar’ between the rich and the poor.
And Raju, finally, realises that these dacoits may not be the
And when he is reassured that yes, that is the philosophy of
harmless chochilists he had thought them to be. Distraught
the dacoits, Raju decides there and then that he will no longer
and disillusioned, he goes off to the Superintendent of Police
think of dacoits as evil people.
(Raj Mehra) and informs him that Raka and his gang have just
Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai introduces us to Raju, an
committed this outrage and are planning an attack on Rajgarh.
orphan of no known home, who is a bhaand – a minstrel – by
The people of Rajgarh must be protected!
profession. Raju is so simple that when, walking through the
The SP, who received confirmation of the attack on the
woods one night he is accosted by
wedding, believes Raju and sends
a rifle-wielding wounded man (S.B.
a posse off to Rajgarh. He assures
Nayampalli) lying on the ground
Raju they will decimate the dacoits.
and asked to produce any weapon
Raju is very distressed. Kill
he may be carrying, all Raju can
the dacoits? Oh, no, no. Please,
produce is a fork.
no. They are men with wives and
When this makes the wounded
children. As is to be expected, the
man relax enough for him to
SP refuses to listen. So Raju does
instruct Raju to bind his bleeding
the only thing he can think of: he
leg for him, Raju obeys, under
goes rushing off to stop the dacoits
the impression that he is rescuing
in their tracks, and to warn them
a policeman wounded by the
that the cops are waiting for them at
dacoits. At the man’s insistence,
Rajgarh.
Raj Kapoor (Raju) and Padmini (Kammo)
Raju helps him into a nearby ruin,
Raka is suspicious, of course.
and generously gives the man not just a drink from his own
Even more so when Raju readily admits that he was the one
carefully-horded little pitcher of Gangajal, but also gives him all
who informed the police of the dacoits’ intentions in the
of Raju’s own meagre dinner of rotis and turnips.
first place. Still, Raka sends a man on to check if the police
In the midst of this meal, the man passes out and, from out
are actually encamped at Rajgarh or not – and the man is
of his clothing spills jewellery. Raju leaps to the conclusion that promptly killed by the cops.
this man must have been on the run from the dacoits, trying to
The dacoits flee, taking Raju with them. Now they’re
save whatever little valuables he possessed.
convinced he is a police informer. Hasn’t he just admitted to it?
Raju is soon to find out exactly who this mysterious man
Raju’s confession that he tried to plead on behalf of the
is, because when Raju steps out of the ruin, he is captured by
dacoits to the police – and that he also begged Raka not to
a gang of dacoits and dragged off to their hideout among the
send that dacoit on a recce at Rajgarh – however gets him
ravines.
brownie points with the womenfolk and some of the dacoits.
Here, it doesn’t take even a nitwit like Raju long to discover
His life is spared, but Raju’s tottering faith in the dacoits is
who his hosts are. Raka (Pran), the dacoits’ second-inshattered when he sees what Raka has gifted Kammo: the
command (the man Raju had tended is the chief, the sardar), is necklace that had been snatched from the bride the night of
convinced that Raju is a police informer – how else would he
the wedding.
have chanced upon the sardar? Many of the other men in the
This is too much for Raju. He comes to the conclusion that
gang, including the old Tau (Nana Palsikar) are in agreement
the dacoits aren’t really chochilists or good people, and even
with Raka: Raju is certainly an informer, if not a cop himself.
though it breaks his heart, he’ll have to leave Kammo.
The sardar, however, refuses to accept this. He has
Is that it? A brief adventure into a life he thought exemplary,
recovered now, and firmly believes that Raju is an innocent,
only to discover that it is far from it? Or is Raju destined to
the naïve minstrel he claims to be. After all, would a
remain with the dacoits, constantly being tossed back and
police informer offer up a fork when asked for a weapon?
forth between them and the world that lies outside the ravines?
Furthermore, says the sardar, he has (literally) eaten Raju’s salt
Or will Raju himself be the means of a change in the dacoits’
– he cannot turn this man out; he will always be grateful for
lives?
Raju for saving his life.
What I liked about this film
Raju will therefore stay there as the sardar’s guest. No end-by
To my surprise, Padmini, who not only acts well, but also
date is mentioned, so one may well assume that this means that
plays an interesting character. Kammo is an unusual (for Hindi
Raju is going to be staying on here indefinitely. This does not
cinema) heroine, in that she is feisty and stands up for herself
seem to worry Raju, who soon settles in, and swiftly becomes
– but has the courage, too, to admit when she is wrong. And
acquainted with the sardar’s daughter, the feisty Kammo.
her fearlessness does not make her either nasty, nor any less
This relationship begins by Raju accidentally colliding with
feminine. This dauntless-yet-caring trait is also manifested in
Kammo, and being slapped by her, but when she discovers
the other important female character in the film, Mai (played
that Raju saved her father’s life, Kammo is quite repentant and
by Lalita Pawar), a doting mother and a devoted wife, but very
soon she is the one who scolds the more bullying of the gang’s
gutsy.
younger boys when they pick a fight with Raju.
The songs are written by Shailendra and Hasrat Jaipuri, and
She also teaches him – with little success – to fire a gun, and
composed by Shankar-Jaikishan. There are some very wellsoon falls in love with him. And Raju reciprocates in his own
known and popular songs here, including the title song, Aa ab
naïve, rather childish way.
laut chalein, O basanti pawan paagal, and Begaani shaadi mein
This doesn’t go unnoticed. Raka, who had his eye on
Abdullah deewaana.
Kammo for a long time – even though he himself is being
What I didn’t like
assiduously pursued by Bijli (Chanchal) – does not like this
Raj Kapoor as Raju, even though he won the Filmfare Best
budding romance one bit. He already dislikes Raju, and the
Actor Award for this role. I find Raj Kapoor in his simpleton
fact that this country bumpkin has managed to score with
roles very hard to tolerate, and here he is at his worst. Raju’s
Kammo rankles.
character, on paper, might not be so very irritating: he is
One evening, when he and the other dacoits have goaded
a well-meaning sort, perhaps impossibly naïve, but good
Raju on, there is an impromptu song-and-dance competition...
at heart. On film, though, Raju comes across as being a
and Raka realises how he can make use of Raju. There is
sanctimonious little idiot who has the brains of a peahen.
an upcoming wedding, that of a wealthy local zamindar’s
Along the same lines is the entire premise of the film. Jis
daughter, and Raka has been informed that the zamindar has
Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai is idealism at its most rose-tinted:
had a magnificent and very expensive necklace made for the
as if dacoits, or other criminals with long and bloody records,
bride.
can be so easily reformed. With the sort of records Raka and
The dacoits have been planning a raid on nearby Rajgarh
his men have, even if they aren’t executed, they can probably
for the past few weeks; the wedding is to be held just the day
expect to end up in jail for the rest of their lives. Why, then,
before their raid. It is too mouthwatering an opportunity to
would they listen to a nut job like Raju?
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Bhagwan Dada

Film Archive acquires
Bhagwan Dada gems
By Shoumojit Banerjee
he vaults of the Pune-based National Film Archive of
India, the country’s premier film repository, continued
to be enriched with films from the golden era of Hindi
film with the acquisition of 31 rare titles.
The crown jewels in the NFAI’s latest collection include six
films starring prolific film-maker and actor Master Bhagwan,
popularly known as ‘Bhagwan Dada’ due to his penchant for
wrestling.
NFAI Director Prakash Magdum told The Hindu that the
acquisition was significant as it showcased a near-forgotten
actor-comedian, whose style was to meld social issues with
conventional entertainment.
“Bhagwan Dada, born Bhagwan Palav in Maharashtra,
came from an extremely humble family… While his biggest
hit was undoubtedly the socially conscious Albela in the early
1950s, the films that we have acquired give a wonderful insight
into the film-making process of the late 1940s and 1950s in
features that had lower budgets yet aspired to deliver quality
entertainment,” Magdum said.
Lalach (1948), and Bachke Rehana (1949), were two of the
films that Bhagwan acted in and directed. Others in the list
include Sinbad the Sailor (1952) – a Bollywood version of the
Arabian nights, which paired south Indian actor Ranjan with
Nirupa Roy.
“At least eight among these 31 films are extremely hard to
find and are fortunately in good condition. Both films directed
by Bhagwan had music by the great C. Ramchandra,” Magdum
said.
The collection was also extremely unique as it showcased a
number of legends in their period of “false starts” before they
found their respective metiers within film-making. Some of
the films had Manna Dey composing music, Talat Mahmood
trying his hand as the “leading man”, and Roy and Lalita
Pawar’s early performances as heroines.
Most of these films were in black and white, and in the 16
mm format.
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Rang mixes colour & love

R

Actress Hema Malini receives her IFFI award

IFFI awards Hema Malini Personality of the Year

A

ctress and Mathura MP Hema Malini was honoured
with the Indian Film Personality of the Year Award at
the 52nd edition of the International Film Festival of
India on November 20.
The award is conferred upon an outstanding Indian film
personality for extraordinary contribution to the world of
cinema. It was presented to Malini jointly by the Minister for
Information and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur, Minister of
State for Information and Broadcasting Loganathan Murugan,
and Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant.
Malini made her acting debut in 1963 with the Tamil film
Idhu Sathiyam, and later into Hindi cinema as the lead actress

of Sapno Ka Saudagar in 1968. She has acted in a number of
films, many of which, including Sholay, went on to become
superhits.
When TV host and comedian Manish Paul, who was
co-hosting the event with Karan Johar, asked Malini for her
favourite character from among the scores she had played in
her long career, she replied, “All of them. Everyone does a role
thinking that this will be her best.”
When Paul persisted, she first said Lal Pathar, and then
went on to reel out a series of names. Incidentally, Lal Pathar
was one of the rare films where Malini played a negative role,
that of a jealous mistress of a zamindar.

By Ananya Bhattacharya
ne of India’s largest film production houses could
soon launch its own streaming service. Yash Raj Films,
founded by filmmaker Yash Chopra in 1970, is setting
up an over-the-top (OTT) platform called YRF Entertainment,
for which it has earmarked an initial investment of 500 crore
rupees ($67.2 million),
according to a recent report
by entertainment magazine
Variety.
Aditya Chopra, the late
Yash Chopra’s son and YRF’s
managing director, “wants
to match global standards
of vision and storytelling
with stories that are rooted
in India. These scripts are
being homegrown in YRF as
we speak,” Variety reported
an anonymous trade source
saying.
Given that YRF refused
to release movies on
streaming platforms during
the pandemic, observers are
Managing director of Yash
skeptical about its sudden
interest in taking content out of the theatre.
The skepticism also stems from experiments YRF abandoned
earlier, be it making TV shows in the mid-2000s, or when its
youth entertainment wing Y-Films made web series for YouTube
between 2015 and 2018.
The company is currently splurging $13.4 million on an
investigative thriller series, which may find a home on its own
hub.
India’s streaming boom is too big to ignore for the 50-yearold production firm. More than 28 million Indians, up from
10.5 million in 2019, paid for 53 million OTT subscriptions
in 2020, according to research from the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, and consulting firm EY.
“YRF has a strong content capabilities. It’s about going closer
to consumers and audience through digital distribution, instead
of jostling with other creators on a third-party platform,” says
Vidhyashankar Sathyamurthi, CEO of the Network of Indian
Cultural Enterprises.
And unlike TV, he adds, “one doesn’t need huge capital
expenditure to set up a streaming service”.
While Netflix and Amazon dominate the Indian market,
homegrown platforms have also tasted success.
For instance, ALTBalaji, a subsidiary of Balaji Telefilms,
amassed 1.8 million subscriptions by September 2021, up
multi-fold from 280,000 three years ago.
Other platforms like Zee5 and SonyLiv have not only found
takers in India, but also tapped into the diaspora audience and
beyond.
“There’s going to be severe competition for eyeballs, but

then again, YRF is going to leverage its strong background in
films and TV series,” says Vidhyashankar.
To tap into a wider audience, YRF must “stitch an ecosystem
of creators to invest and grow as the demand is high and
proven”.
Beyond content, the legacy firm will also need to focus on
“technological muscle
and backend” to hone
recommendation engines,
says Balkrishna Hari
Singh, founder and CEO
of Frenzi, a search and
recommendation app for
streaming content.
While it takes on other
platforms, YRF is also
making an ally out of a
global behemoth – a classic
case of not putting all its
eggs in one basket.
On October 28, YRF
signed a licensing deal
with Amazon Prime Video
for its upcoming film titles,
including heist comedy
Raj Films Aditya Chopra
Bunty Aur Babli 2, action
movie Shamshera, historical drama Prithviraj, and family film
Jayeshbhai Jordaar.
These movies will stream online just four weeks after their
theatrical releases, helping YRF “significantly increase the
reach and viewing base ...in India and around the world”,
Gaurav Gandhi, Prime Video’s country head in India, said in a
press release.
Beyond next year’s slate, YRF could change this strategy
and monetise its tentpole films on its own platform. But for
now, Prime Video’s global audience of more than 200 million
subscribers is essential to survival. Especially as theatrical
releases fail to deliver.
As more people get vaccinated, and a sense of normalcy is
restored, cinema halls – first to shut down and last to reopen –
are welcoming patrons back.
But the landscape is altered. Several single screens were
forced to fold, and multiplex chains like PVR and Inox Leisure
posted huge losses, and took hits to their stock prices as
they tried to mitigate damage by negotiating contracts with
landlords, shuttering some sites, and reducing headcounts.
Additionally, YRF’s return to the silver screen has been
underwhelming.
Its latest big-ticket release, Bunty Aur Babli 2, has failed to
impress critics, and tanked at the box office.
As theatres suffer, Chopra is eyeing other revenue streams,
including reviving and reworking his iconic romcom DDLJ for
a Broadway debut next year.
If YRF can get it right, streaming is an obvious moneymaker.

Chopra enters YRF into the streaming current
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ang is the first non-film Hindi popular love song
from one of India’s most loved singers, lead film score
composers, and vocal mentors, Sheykhar Ravjiani,
performing as Sheykhar. Literally translating as ‘Colour’, this is
a beautiful Indian love song written in Brij Bhasha, composed
with flavours of European music, and performed on acoustic
guitar, accordion, and mandolin. After the first few bars of
his new non-film pop song Rang, it is easy to see why success
follows Sheykhar.
Classically trained vocalist and accomplished playback singer,
he has lent his voice to highly popular tracks that have won him
the love and adulation of fans all over the world. Rang is a very
special song for him.
As he relates, “In the past couple of years during the
lockdown, when everything felt dark, the one thing that
brought light and colour into my life was always music. While
I composed a number of songs during this time, Rang was a
song that resonated the most as it has the essence of a classic,
it was a song that took me back to who I was before the world
told me who I should be. I remember playing Rang for my
mother who listened to it repeatedly with so much happiness
in her eyes, that’s when I knew that the world needs to hear
this track too.”
Rang is written by the popular lyricist Priya Saraiya from
her perspective in the West Hindi language of Brij Bhasha.
Sheykhar’s compelling vocal treatment complements the
lyrics perfectly,
“I have surrendered my mind, body and soul to your love
What are these colours your love has brought into my life”
It is fitting he has chosen Sufiscore as the label to release
Rang. Sufiscore is not just a traditional label, but a YouTube
channel amassing millions of views of songs from the Asian
and South Asian markets.
By celebrating new creative processes with leading
musicians adapting to diversity as they continue to explore
global fusion, Sufiscore is opening doors to international
collaborations wherever musicians are in the world. Through
live-syncing, remote recording and other practices, Sufiscore
seeks to usher in new ways of making and consuming music
online.
Sheykhar is a much loved and popular personality on
television as a reality show judge and mentor for shows such
as Jo Jeeta Wohi Super Star, Saregamapa, Indian Idol, Dil hai
Hindustani and ‘The Voice’ India. Having mentored over
300 contestants across 15 music reality shows, Sheykhar has
recently extended his passion for nurturing young talent
by launching the GIIS-Shekhar Ravjiani School of Music
accessible to over 15,000 students across 21 GIIS Schools. Here
he designs his own curriculum and unique style of teaching a
generation what it means to be a musician today while staying
true to one’s roots.
While he is a true artiste at heart, Sheykhar also enjoys
teaching and imparting his musical knowledge to the next
generation. It is an effort that has found a voice in his
“Masterclass” Sessions that he conducts in schools and colleges.
Sheykhar Ravjiani’s phenomenally successful music-writing
partnership with Vishal has led to over 65 Indian film scores
including Jhankaar Beats, Om Shanti Om, Bachna Ae Haseeno,
Anjaana Anjaani, Dostana, Chennai Express, Tiger Zinda Hai
and War, among others.
Sheykhar’s forthcoming films are Jayeshbhai Jordaar,
Pathaan, VikramVeda, and the Aditya Chopra directed
Broadway Musical Come, fall in love.
Rang was released through Sufiscore on the November 29.
Musicians on Rang:
Singer & Composer: Sheykhar
Lyrics: Priya Saraiya
Mandolin: Tapas Roy
Accordion: Jackie Vanjari
Guitars: Shomu Seal
Arranged, Producedm & Mixed by Sheykhar Ravjiani
Recorded at Garuda studios
Mastered by Christian Wright at Abbey Road Studios,
London, UK.
Mix Assisted by Hanish Taneja
Poetry Tracks mixed by Hanish Taneja
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Racism in English Cricket

More evidence of racism surfaces
‘Leave our country’ letter writer tells Rainford-Brent

F

ormer England cricketer Ebony Rainford-Brent last
month revealed she has been subjected to horrific abuse
in a racist hate letter, its author telling her to “Leave our
country”, the Guardian reported late last month.
Rainford-Brent was the first Black woman to play for England in 2001. She posted the hateful correspondence on Twitter
last month following troubling revelations about deep racism in
English cricket.
Her tweet revealing the ugly side to English cricket was captioned thusly: “Interesting … Born in South London but apparently I was found naked in Africa as a primitive. Had some let-

Ebony Rainford-Brent

Vaughan dropped from BBC line-up

M

ichael Vaughan has been dropped by the British
Broadcasting Corporation from its coverage of the upcoming Ashes series in Australia after he was named
in the Azeem Rafiq racism probe, ESPNcricinfo reported last
month.
Vaughan is a former England captain turned commentator.
He was removed from his BBC Radio 5 Live show early last
month after it emerged he was the subject of a complaint by
Rafiq in the Yorkshire’s report into allegations of racism at the
club. The allegations were made by Rafiq.
Last week the BBC stated that Vaughan would also not be
involved in its “wider coverage of the sport at the moment”.
According to the BBC statement, “While he is involved in a
significant story in cricket, for editorial reasons we do not believe that it would be appropriate for Michael Vaughan to have
a role in our Ashes team, or wider coverage of the sport at the
moment.”
The statement added, “We require our contributors to talk
about relevant topics, and his involvement in the Yorkshire story
represents a conflict of interest.”
Rafiq alleged that Vaughan had noted the inclusion of four
players of Asian heritage in the Yorkshire side playing a county
fixture against Nottinghamshire in 2009. According to Rafiq,
Vaughan said, “There are too many of you lot; we need to do
something about it.”
Vaughan has denied the allegations.
Rafiq’s account was also supported by former Pakistan bowler
Rana Naved-ul-Hasan, and England leg-spinner Adil Rashid,
who both said they heard the comment.
Appearing before a Digital, Culture, Media and Sport select
committee hearing earlier last month, Rafiq said: “I think it’s important on Michael [Vaughan] that we don’t make it all about
Michael. It was a long time ago. Michael might not remember
it as I said about earlier because it doesn't mean anything. But
three of us remember it.”
Vaughan joined the BBC’s Test Match Special radio team as
a summariser in 2009. Responding in a post on Instagram, he

Michael Vaughan
admitted he was “very disappointed” at the decision, and would
“miss working with great colleagues & friends”.
However, he confirmed that he will still be a part of the Ashes
coverage in his TV role with Fox Cricket in Australia, which will
also be heard in the UK, following BT Sport’s decision not to
send a bespoke commentary team.
Said Vaughan: “The issues facing cricket are bigger than any
individual case. I want to be part of the solution, listening, educating myself and helping to make it a more welcoming sport
for all.”

UK govt’s Sajid Javid calls on ECB to deal with historic racism

T

he UK’s Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
Sajid Javid has said he was racially abused almost every
day at school when he was growing up, and urged the
England and Wales Cricket Board to “take a long, hard look at
themselves” over racism in the sport.
As reported last month by the British Broadcasting Corporation, at the time, Javid was responding to questions regarding the crisis at Yorkshire County Cricket Club following the
troubling testimony by former cricketer Azeem Rafiq about his
treatment by fellow players.
Javid said he had been horrified by the leaked report that

‘Felt like an outsider’ at Essex says Jahid Ahmed

A

nother former Essex player has alleged experiencing I really wanted to fit in. I felt like an outsider all the time I was at
racist abuse at the club, with Jahid Ahmed the third Chelmsford. I was always fearing what they would come up with
cricketer coming forward to say he “felt like an outsider and it made it incredibly hard to concentrate on my cricket.”
all the time”, the British Broadcasting Corporation reported late
In a statement, Essex said they were “disheartened” to hear of
last month.
Ahmed's allegations.
According to the BBC, Jahid told The Crick“The allegations make difficult reading, and
eter he came to “dread” going to the club, where
they will be treated and investigated with the
he played from 2005-2009.
utmost seriousness,” said Chief Executive John
Jahid alleged he was bullied by a senior coach,
Stephenson.
and his voice was mocked by some players and
He added, “I have reached out to him to ofsome members of the coaching staff.
fer him our full support, and I hope he feels en“Every day I would try to avoid their attencouraged and comfortable enough to be a part
tion,” he said.
of our imminent investigation. It is clear as a
Former Essex players Zoheb Sharif and Mausport there is a lot of work to be done, but we are
rice Chambers have also spoken about racist
moving in the right direction. The next period
abuse they say they suffered at the club.
is going to be extremely difficult, especially for
By the end of last month, over 2,000 people
those sharing their experiences, but together, we
Jahid Ahmed
had contacted the Independent Commission for
will come out the other side better for it.”
Equity in Cricket’s inquiry into discrimination in the sport folSince then, Essex established a reporting channel for anyone
lowing the racism scandal at Yorkshire.
who experienced discrimination at the club.
Jahid stated that one coach mocked him by putting on an “exJahid said his “eyes had been opened” by Azeem Rafiq, who
aggerated Asian accent”, and made jokes about terrorism, as did spoke about his experiences of racism at former club Yorkshire.
some other players. He said the environment at Essex showed no
Yorkshire was widely condemned for saying it would not
respect for his Muslim faith.
discipline anyone despite a report finding ex-player Rafiq was a
“It was a white man’s world where brown people were outsid- victim of “racial harassment and bullying”. Both the club and the
ers,” Jahid said.
England and Wales Cricket Board have apologised, and encourHe added, “I wanted to change my voice. I tried to deepen it. aged others to come forward.

22

ters in my time but this one up there!”
The letter was handwritten, and contained racist and sexist
language; among its offensive statements, were “White culture
is white culture”, and that Rainford-Brent should “Leave our
country”.
Additionally, it stated, “We found you NAKED in Africa Ebony! NAKED, illiterate, primitive! Yes primitive Ebony!!”
Last month, Azeem Rafiq’s testimony before the Digital, Culture, Media, and Sport Select Committee placed a devastating
spotlight on racism within institutions and among individuals
in English cricket. Rafiq is a former Yorkshire all-rounder.
The British Broadcasting Corporation reported Rafiq saying,
“It’s really important the game and wider society listen to my
experiences, and we don’t let this moment go, and we try to use
this as a watershed moment for the future.”
Rainford-Brent played 29 games for England between 20012010 before moving into broadcasting. She features regularly for
Sky Sports and Test Match Special. She joined forces with Sky
colleague Michael Holding in the summer of 2020 to feature in
a powerful video discussing the Black Lives Matter movement,
a campaign that saw the pair awarded the Freedom of the City
of London.
In the short film, Rainford-Brent spoke about how regular
comments about her ethnicity made her question her future in
the game, the Guardian reported.
“I grew up in a very multicultural diverse London with all
colours – Black, White, Asian,” she said.
She added, “It was a melting pot, and I noticed that as soon
as I walked into the world of cricket the comments started. I had
comments about where I grew up, the fact I had a long name, my
mum didn’t know who my dads were; about my hair, body parts,
especially the derrière shall we say; the food that I ate stank.”
Also, “It was just constant: ‘Did I wash my skin?’ or, ‘Everyone in your area gets stabbed’. All these things would drip-feed
constantly. I’ve been in environments with people constantly referring to, ‘Your lot’. I’m not surprised people who come into the
environment don’t want to deal with that. I question myself why
I stayed so long. I love the game, it has so much more to offer,
but it can be really difficult dealing with that day in and day out.”

emerged from the club last month, which suggested the behaviour Rafiq had been subjected to was “banter”. At the time, Javid
said “heads should roll” over the handling of the issue.
According to a report from Sky News, Javid said, “It really just
shocked me that in this day and age, the people doing this report
would have these views, that somehow being called ‘P*k*’ was
banter. It’s not, it never has been.”
He added, “[When] I was growing up, I was called P*k* nearly
every day at school. I didn’t like it then. I don’t like it now. I think
the good news is our country has come a long, long way since
then, but clearly not every institution in this country has taken
that journey.” Javid’s parents came to the UK from Pakistan.
During his testimony last month, Rafiq told MPs on the
Culture and Sport Select Committee that the racist pejorative,
“P*k*”, was used against him “constantly”. Also, that players of
Asian backgrounds were told to sit near the toilets, and were
called “elephant washers”.
Javid accused Yorkshire of being “stuck in the dark ages” in
their approach.
Last month Yorkshire’s
chair, Roger Hutton, and two
members of the board, resigned after the backlash over a
decision not to take any disciplinary action against those involved. Their decision resulted
in sponsors withdrawing support.
Javid acknowledged a process of change at the club had
begun, with the installation of
Sajid Javid
a new chair, Lord Patel. However,
he noted that “the ECB should be doing its job to ensure that this
is taken seriously throughout cricket in the UK”.
He also recalled meeting with ECB when he was culture secretary, and was told what the organisation planned to do about
racism. However, as Javid noted, “many years later, look at what’s
happening, look at what’s been made public”.
He added, “I don’t think the ECB has taken this issue very seriously. I think they need to take a long, hard look at themselves,
and now it’s the real test for them. Let’s see if they can pass it.”
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Paine takes ‘indefinite leave’ from Australia

F

ormer Australia Test skipper Tim Paine last week took an tive Tood Greenberg, the Australian Cricketers’ Association said
indefinite leave of absence from all forms of cricket for they were “saddened” by the development, ESPNcricinfo reportthe foreseeable future, the decision immediately taking ed late last week.
him out of the Ashes games, Cricbuzz reported late last week.
“[Thoughts] of the players and everyone at the ACA are with
Paine’s decision to take a mental health break followed his Tim and Bonnie. Family and health are more important than
move to step down from the captaincy of the Test team in the any game of cricket. It takes genuine courage to both recognise
wake of a sexting scandal.
the need for help and to
Last week Paine was
ask for it. Tim now needs
also scheduled to play for
some time and space and
Tasmania in the One-Day
we support his decision,”
Cup match before joining
the ACA said in a statethe Test squad in Brisment.
bane, but withdrew from
Paine’s exit saw Austhe match, an early inditralia handing fast bowler
cation that he was exiting
Pat Cummins the capthe wider field.
tain’s cap for the Ashes,
“Following discussions
with former skipper Steve
[last week], Tim Paine has
Smith as his deputy.
advised Cricket Tasmania
Smith was sacked as
that he will be taking a
captain in 2018 for his
leave of absence from all
part in illegal ball-tamforms of cricket for the
pering.
foreseeable future. Cricket
Said Cummins followTasmania will continue to
ing the appointment, “I
Tim Paine
support Tim and his famam honoured to accept
ily both professionally and personally over the summer,” Cricket this role ahead of what will be a massive Ashes summer. I hope I
Tasmania said last Friday. Cricket Australia also pledged its sup- can provide the same leadership Tim has given the group in the
port.
past few years. With Steve and I as captains, a number of very
“We recognise that this is an incredibly difficult time for Tim senior players in this squad, and some great young talent coming
and his family, and are committed to supporting them. We re- through, we are a strong and tightly-knit group.”
spect and understand Tim’s decision to have a break at this time
Smith’s return to a leadership position came after he was
to focus on his and his family’s well-being,” said Nick Hockley, banned from the sport for a year, and from any Australia leadCA’s Chief Executive Officer.
ership role for two years for his part in tampering with the ball
In a joint statement from chair Greg Dyer and chief execu- during the 2018 series against South Africa.

Jamaica farewell for Gayle possible says CWI

P

lans are being considered by Cricket West Indies’ to give
legendary West Indies batsman Chris Gayle a send-off in
Jamaica, despite no indication that that the 42-year-old
player plans to retire, the Trinidad Guardian reported last week.
In fact, in the aftermath of West Indies’ failed T20 World
Cup campaign that saw the defending champions finish fifth in
Group 1, Gayle said he was not retiring from the sport.
“I didn’t announce any retirement, but [if] they actually give
me one game in Jamaica to go in front of my home crowd, then
I can say, ‘Hey guys, thank you so
much’,” Gayle said.
He made the statement during participation in a Facebook
livestream with the International
Cricket Council.
Later, CWI Chief Executive Officer Johnny Grave told the Mason
& Guest radio programme in Barbados that a one-off T20 match
against Ireland in January could be
Gayle’s farewell match.
“We’re going to play three ODIs
against Ireland in the second week
of January, and then one T20 at Sabina Park, and I think that would,
hopefully, if fans are allowed into
Sabina Park, be a good opportunity
for us to say farewell to Chris at his
Chris
home ground.”
Grave noted the changing nature of Covid-19 and its challenges could contribute to uncertainty in the weeks ahead.
“We’re still talking to the government of Jamaica around the
protocols and the ability to play the series there, but I would
hope… that we can confirm that series taking place and being
held in Jamaica,” he said.

Grave also gave an update on upcoming cricket, saying the
plan is for the four-day season to restart in February with teams
hopefully travelling.
“We’re going to anchor three teams at home, and three teams
will travel, and then reverse that for the second round,” he said.
He explained that the challenges presented by Covid-19 could
impact present plans, and the regular format of playing across all
six territories “can be ruled out”.
Said Grave: “The current plan is that the Windward Islands,
Barbados, and Jamaica would play
at home with Guyana, Trinidad
and Tobago and Jamaica would
be travelling across those three
countries, and then we would split
it with Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and either St Kitts or Antigua
playing at home.”
He also confirmed that the
Pakistan tour will go ahead in
December, with the West Indies
scheduled to play three One Day
Internationals, and three Twenty20
Internationals. It comes as reports
claim that some players have a
problem touring.
Grave added, “Everything is
moving ahead as planned. We have
a meeting with the players… to go
Gayle
through both the medical and security plans. As far as I’m concerned, the Pakistan tour is on.
We’ve had the security report in.”
Additionally, “We’ve had confirmation of their security plan
from the Pakistan Cricket Board that the team will get the same
presidential-style security, the highest level of security, provisions that any team can get when touring.”

West Indies squad for Pakistan sees exits & entrances

T

he upcoming tour of Pakistan by the West Indies has
seen the high-profile trio of Andre Russell, Evin Lewis,
and Shimron Hetmyer dropped from the team, the Caribbean Media Corporation reported late last week.
According to Cricket West Indies, the three players have
opted out of the tour “due to personal reasons”. Their omission
comes in the wake of the poor performance by West Indies during ICC T20 World Cup debacle.
Also out of the squad is left-hander Chris Gayle, whose place
in the side was questioned, and who failed to deliver during the
ICC T20 tournament. Also missing in action is Ravi Rampaul,
another controversial selection in the failed World Cup squad.
This time around, CWI picked Romario Shepherd and Odean
Smith for the T20 team. They were omitted from the ICC T20
World Cup team that did not deliver in UAE and Oman.
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Several players also earned call-ups for the Pakistan series
that will feature three ODIs and three T20Is. It takes place December 13 to 22 at the National Stadium in Karachi.
The uncapped players for the ODIs are batters Justin Greaves,
and Shamarh Brooks; also onboard are left-arm spinner Gudakesh Motie, who was a travelling reserve for the recent ICC T20
World Cup, and fast bowling all-rounder Odean Smith.
Smith and Motie were also selected for the T20I squad for the
first time, along with left-arm fast bowling all-rounder Dominic
Drakes.
Drakes and Smith were net bowlers before the start of the
tournament that took place during October-November.
The ODIs in Pakistan are part of the ICC ODI Super League
where points gained work towards qualification for the ICC
World Cup 2023.

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Wednesday December 1, 2021
Netherlands tour of South Africa, 2021
SA vs Netherlands, 3rd ODI, The Wanderers
Stadium, Johannesburg,
10:00 AM.
West Indies tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
SL vs WI, 2nd Test, Day 3, Galle International
Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Thursday December 2, 2021
SL vs WI , 2nd Test, Day 4, Galle International
Stadium, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Oman vs United Arab Emirates, 5th Match,
Wanderers Cricket Ground, Windhoek 09:30 AM
Friday December 3, 2021
New Zealand tour of India, 2021
India vs NZ, 2nd Test, Day 1, Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai, 09:30 AM
Sri Lanka vs WI, 2nd Test, Day 5, Galle
International Stadium, 10:00 AM
Saturday December 4, 2021
India vs NZ, 2nd Test, Day 2, Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai, 09:30 AM
Pakistan tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 1, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Namibia vs Oman, 6th Match, Wanderers
Cricket Ground, Windhoek, 09:30 AM
Sunday December 5, 2021
India vs NZ, 2nd Test, Day 3, Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai,
09:30 AM
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 2, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Namibia vs United Arab Emirates, 7th Match,
Wanderers Cricket Ground, Windhoek,
09:30 AM
Monday December 6, 2021
India vs NZ, 2nd Test, Day 4, Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai, 09:30 AM
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 3, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Oman vs UAE, 8th Match, Wanderers Cricket
Ground, Windhoek,
09:30 AM
Tuesday December 7, 2021
India vs NZ, 2nd Test, Day 5, Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai, 09:30 AM
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 4, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 10:00 AM
Wednesday December 8, 2021
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 5, Shere
Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka, 10:00 AM
The Ashes, 2021-2022
Australia vs England, 1st Test, Day 1, The
Gabba, Brisbane,
10:00 AM
Thursday December 9, 2021
The Ashes, 2021-20 22, Australia vs England,
1st Test, Day 2, The Gabba, Brisbane, 10:00 AM
Friday December 10, 2021
The Ashes, 2021-22, Australia vs England, 1st
Test, Day 3, The Gabba, Brisbane, 10:00 AM
Saturday December 11, 2021
The Ashes, 2021-22, Australia vs England, 1st
Test, Day 4, The Gabba, Brisbane, 10:00 AM
Sunday December 12, 2021
The Ashes, 2021-22, Australia vs England, 1st
Test, Day 5, The Gabba, Brisbane, 10:00 AM
Monday December 13, 2021
West Indies tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs WI, 1st T20I, National Stadium,
Karachi, 08:00 PM
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!
Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
Artwalk Condos is a new
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

$600s*
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

