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By Romeo Kaseram
As Canada and the provinces escalate
responses to the COVID-19 virus, community leaders in the GTA are calling on
the community to help flatten the infection curve while offering support and
guidance to a population afflicted with,
and impacted by, the deadly coronavirus.
Spiritual leader of the Vishnu Temple,
Dr Budhendra Doobay, said while the
iconic temple was temporarily closed on
March 20 in response to the province’s call
for physical distancing, it continues to impress on worshippers, and the wider community via social media to do their part
in preventing the spread of the infection.
The temple remains closed until further notice, he said. However, with worshippers advised to observe physical
distancing when out in public, and to go
home and stay home, Dr Doobay said the
temple was continuing to reinforce antiinfection messaging through outreach
via live broadcasts. The broadcasts are
being conducted on Sundays from 10:00
am to 12:00 noon, and are accessible online at Vishnu Mandir’s website at www.
vishnumandir.com.
Further to the mandir’s educational
outreach to its faithful, and the wider
public, Dr Doobay said extracts from
these broadcasts related to the COVID-19 pandemic are being uploaded to
YouTube. An earlier discussion on March
15, where Dr Doobay focused on the history of the virus, its pathology, and preventative measures, is available at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=O9JwOqYaNZM.
In the video, Dr Doobay reinforces
mainstream messaging surrounding
proper personal hygiene from Canada’s
health authorities, saying, “To prevent us
from getting the coronavirus, there is one
thing we must do: ‘Wash. Wash. Wash.’
Wash your hands for 20 seconds.”
See page 16: "We are..."

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm
N

Paul Ram

The Prayer Hall of the Vishnu Mandir in Richmond Hill, Ontario, usually
jam-packed during regular services, shows a solitary devotee worshipping as a result of restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Mandir was closed on March 20 until circumstances change.
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Inimical ‘forces’ in Guyana
Chairperson of the Caribbean Community, Barbadian Prime Minister Mia
Mottley, summed up the failed outcome
of a Caricom-led attempted recount of
ballots following Guyana’s March 2 General and Regional Elections last month
with penetrating, insightful discernment,
saying: “It is clear that there are forces that
do not want to see the votes recounted for
whatever reason. Any Government which
is sworn in without a credible and fully
transparent vote count process would
lack legitimacy.”
Mottley’s assessment is notable for its
measured mix of perspicacity with diplomacy; however, in her shrewdness, she left
it up to the discerning reader to fill in the
blanks as to who, or what, are the “forces”
in Guyana that are resisting a fair and transparent recount of the elections’ ballots.
We are now in April, and a full month
later, there is yet to be a credible outcome
from the March 2 polls. Without verified,
official results declared for Region Four,
Guyanese nationals who voted in a free
and fair general election are growing more
and more concerned about not yet know-

ing which party will legitimately form
Guyana’s next democratic government.
Instead, the expectation by Guyanese
nationals for a reasonable outcome, with
a winner declared in the days following
March 2, continues to be stalled by ascending APNU+AFC obfuscations. With
APNU+AFC contesting the vote recount
in the nation’s courts, we are left wondering how much longer nationals, both at
home and in the diaspora, are expected
to wait for a legitimate, and transparently
verified election outcome.
What Guyanese nationals at home and
abroad now face is the bitter realisation
that the APNU+AFC has deployed yet
another iteration of delaying tactics to illegitimately hold on to power. Yet again
it is running down the clock by challenging the vote count from free and fair general elections by deftly manipulating the
built-in, time-consuming bureaucracy in
the judicial system.
This is nothing less than a repeat of
the questionable tactic that extended the
APNU+AFC’s illegitimate hold on the
See page 9: "GECOM’s Head..."

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

We sold our home in Brampton and used Jay and Anjie Brijpaul as
our Realtor. We found them to be resourceful, honest and prompt.
They sold our home for the highest price in the neighborhood, in a
few days, without any hassle.
Neville and Mary

$379,900

$479,900

Luxury Condo

There’s Room For Laughter

Another tempting buy. Features an open concept living and
dining room, laminated planks floor, solarium dining room,
modern kitchen with quartz counter and LED flush mount
lights, 2 spacious bedrooms, balcony off the master bedroom,
walk-in closet and 2 washrooms with Roman tub. Buy of a
lifetime!

Luxury building in Etobicoke with state-of-the-art amenities. This spacious corner suite features a large bedroom,
2 baths, modern kitchen and an impressive dining room.
You will be impressed with the open concept living room.
Sun drenched and well kept. Smart Buy!

$729,900

Rexdale Court Location
Features a double door entry, modern kitchen with
granite counter, LED lights, 3 bedrooms and a basement
apartment with 2 bedrooms, open concept living and
dining room and separate entrance. The basement is
rented for $1600 monthly. Itʼs an income booster.

LD

SO

$750,000

Affordable Solution
Features 4 bedrooms, 3 washrooms, combined living
and dining room, finished basement with separate
entrance, private driveway and large fenced lot. This
home is clean, freshly painted and upgraded.

O
S

LD

LD

O
S

$749,900
South Etobicoke

A short walk to Lakeshore. This home is in a neighbourhood with
million-dollar homes. Ideal for someone with the vision to build a
dream home or an investor to profit. This bungalow features a
spacious living and dining room, eat-in kitchen and an oversized
bedroom. The basement is finished with separate entrance. Grow your
money.

$760,000

Spacious Home

Fractured price! Here is a 4-level sidesplit with double car
garage, family room with original wood burning fireplace, 2
kitchens, open concept living and dining room, 4 bedrooms and
3 washrooms. Features LED lights, laminate floors, eat in
kitchen and a finish basement. A rare find.

$1,130,000

$799,700

Quiet Elegance

Just 45 Minutes east of Toronto

A terrific buy. Impressively modern home with 9ʼ
ceiling, 5 washrooms, 4+ 2 bedrooms, open concept
living and dining room, family room with gas fireplace,
3 full washrooms on upper floor, large deck, stone front
porch and a fin 2 bedroom bsmt apt. Real Nice!

Open concept home with a 2 large eat in kitchen, family room
with a gas f/p, main floor laundry, premium lot, long driveway
and double car garage. Features 5 bedrooms, 4 washrooms and
a modern basement. Extensively upgraded with quartz, granite,
dark premium laminates and LED lighting. Call for a tour.

Anjie Brijpaul,

MA
Sales Representative

Direct 416.988.5369
Office 416.745.2300
Fax 416-745-1952
anjiebrijpaul@gmail.com
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CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

Medical staff prepare to receive patients for coronavirus screening at
a temporary assessment center at the Brewer hockey arena in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada March 13, 2020. REUTERS/Patrick Doyle

Q-TREX How to protect oneself and others from
INTERNATIONAL
infection as COVID-19 cases increase
Leader in Shipping by

Air, Ocean & Land
5185 Timberlea Blvd,
Mississauga, Ontario L4W 2S3

Tel: 905-290-1946

Toll Free: 1-866-881-5433
www.qtrexinternational.com

VACANCY

ALI'S ROTI SHOP
@ 1446 QUEEN ST, W
TORONTO

LOOKING FOR
KITCHEN HELP
Experience
will be an advantage

Call: 416-419-7704

WANTED
ROTI GALORE IS HIRING

FULL & PART TIME WORKERS

Call

- Filling Dahlpouri
Experience - Cooking on Flat Grill
- Rolling Round Roti
* Training available
Office:
Cell:

416-755-1451
647-274-1438

(The Canadian Press, March 28, 2020)
COVID-19 is now impacting the lives of
Canadians on many levels and people across
the country are seeking answers to numerous
important questions they have about the novel
coronavirus. Below is a summary:

to wear a mask while waiting for or receiving
treatment to prevent the spread of the illness.
Tell them your symptoms and travel history
and let them know whether you've had direct
contact with animals or a sick person, especially if they've had symptoms.

What Are The Symptoms?
Health Canada says those who are infected
with COVID-19 may have few, if any symptoms, or may not know they're infected because
symptoms of the novel coronavirus are similar
to a cold or flu.
Those symptoms have included fever, cough
and difficulty breathing.
Other symptoms can include fatigue, mucus
production, muscle or joint pain, sore throat,
headache and chills. COVID-19 can sometimes
escalate to pneumonia.
According to the Public Health Agency of
Canada, 78 per cent of the people confirmed to
have COVID-19 in this country have developed
a cough, 49 per cent a fever, and 52 per cent
have experienced chills.
Symptoms may take up to 14 days to appear
after exposure to COVID-19. Health officials
are still trying to determine whether the virus
can be transmitted to others if someone is not
showing symptoms. While experts believe this
is possible, it's considered to be rare.

How Sick Will I Get?
Most people diagnosed with COVID-19 experience mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough, and the vast majority of those
who contract the virus recover.
However, for some, especially older adults
and those with pre-existing conditions, it can
cause more severe illness, such as pneumonia.
In some cases, it can be fatal.
As of March 27, six per cent of Canadian
cases have required hospitalization, with two
per cent of cases requiring admission to the
ICU.
The World Health Organization has found
that among patients in China, 80 per cent suffered mild cough and fever symptoms while 14
per cent suffered severe symptoms requiring
treatment, including being placed on ventilators. A further one per cent lapsed into critical
condition with symptoms that could include
respiratory failure, septic shock and organ failure or dysfunction.

What Should I Do If I Think
I Have Symptoms?
If you have COVID-19 symptoms, even
if they're mild, stay at home and follow local
health authorities' instructions to self-isolate.
If you feel sick and must visit a health-care
professional, Health Canada says you should
call ahead or tell them when you arrive that
you have a respiratory illness. You may be asked

How Do I Know If I Should Be
Tested For Covid-19?
The best way to determine if you should go
to a testing centre is to call your doctor or local
public health office.
Canada's chief public health officer Theresa
Tam has said tests are prioritized for certain
types of cases: travellers who have symptoms;
those with severe respiratory illness, regardless
See page 15: "Helpful..."

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

RICKBI HEARING CLINIC
FREE

HEARING
TEST

Guyanese Family
Owned & Operated
L-R: Patrick, Nadira & Benjamin Christian

WHEN YOU HAVE A HEARING LOSS, IT AFFECTS THE PEOPLE
AROUND YOU AS MUCH AS IT AFFECTS YOU...
SO LET OUR FAMILY HELP YOUR FAMILY.
WE CAN HELP YOU WITH AVAILABLE FUNDING ...
CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY
We deal with ADP, ODSP, OW, DVA, WSIB, Hardship Fund, Green Shield

FOUR LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER:
301B–9780 Bramalea Rd, Brampton, ON
202–40 Westmore Dr, Etobicoke, ON
1755 Brimley Rd, Toronto, ON
1792 Liverpool Rd, Pickering, ON

The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
online sellers or from the author at:
mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

ashtoncollege.ca
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(905) 794-4954
(416) 578-4897
(416) 578-4897
(905) 831-7500

RE/MAX Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

“With over 20 years of experience serving the
community, I will also help you achieve your
dream of home ownership!”

Experienced in-house Family and Real Estate Lawyers

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

Why Rent When You Can Own!
Purchase Your Home in 90 Days

Call VEDA LALL

IMMIGRATION LAW

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

416-419-2140

vedas@remax.net • vedahomes.com

Most Productive Agent in Canada!

885 Progress Ave, #209, Scarborough, ON M1H 3G3 • Office: 416-289-3333 • Fax: 416-289-4535

Unparalleled
Mortgage Financing Skills

The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

(Lic. #11815)

Refinance, Bruised Credit, Purchase,
First Time Buyers, New to Canada,
2nd & Private Mortgages, & Much More!

www.verenamortgages.com
Veda Lall Owner/Broker
(Lic. #M09001183)

416-419-2140
885 Progress Ave, Unit 315, Scarborough,
Ontario M1H 3G3

Office. 416-289-1383
Fax. 416-289-4535 | 416-431-7447
vedas@rogers.com
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com
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READERS' RESPONSE

The ghost of Burnham still looms large
Dear Editor:
The turmoil that has arisen since the recent
General Elections in Guyana is reminiscent of
the machinations under the Burnham regime.
His ghost still stalks the land. Having contested
the 1973 elections as Leader of the Liberator
Party, I remember Mr. Granger very well. He
was then an army Major.
Contrary to the assurances given to the political parties a few days before, Guyanese will
recall that the ballot boxes were hijacked by the
GDF to its own Headquarters and to the Eve
Leary compound where there was much manipulation before counting.
Two people were killed while trying to follow
the ballot boxes and I was subsequently charged
for sedition because I was in possession of an
official Government document with directions
to the Elections commission, and the Army and
Police on how to control the ballot boxes.
We are truly grateful and highly appreciative
of the efforts of the International Community
for sending observers. However we need a truly
independent Elections Commission to prevent
the Government of the day from thwarting the
will of its citizens.
The situation in Region Four is a brazen attempt by those in power to drown the legitimate
voices of the electorate. The APNU and its political hacks have constantly shown a blatant
disregard for the rule of law. They have flouted
the rulings of our local courts and of the CCJ
and continue to thumb their noses at the International Community who agree with the simple
mathematical truth that 33/65 is a majority.
This is not surprising, since scholars under
the Burnham regime argued vigorously that it
was mathematically possible for 110% of the
Buxton population to have voted under one of
our previous elections. Math has never been
their strong point!
The PPP accepted, their ONE seat defeat in
the 2015 elections. APNU/AFC/WPA should be
mature enough to accept the will of the people

in 2020. That is what happens in democracies.
You win some and you lose some, and when you
lose, you reorganize and rebuild.
The last Government failed on several
counts. They increased taxes, voted themselves
a Parliamentary raise, removed subsidies to the
needy, lacked a cohesive economic plan and
abruptly closed the sugar estates without an alternative employment plan for the workers who
have yet to receive their severance package and
by all accounts, signed a disastrous agreement
with EXXON. Tell me, why would the majority
of Guyana re-elect such a Government?
There has been a call by some respectable
Guyanese including Mr. Eusi Kwayana, for
whom I have the greatest respect, for a Unity/
Coalition Government, a noble sentiment indeed. Such a Government would go a far way
to easing racial tensions and insecurities. However, under the present circumstances this
would amount to a capitulation to fraud. The
APNU team insists that it has won the elections
and continues to place obstacles in arriving at a
valid recount.
Even if the animus between the two major
parties can be overcome, how will the power be
shared? Who will get the vital ministries of Finance, Defence and Home Affairs?
We cannot morally object to the sentiments
of the International Community under the
guise of sovereignty. If so, how can we agree
with past International efforts to end Apartheid
and for its support for the Civil Rights Movement in the USA.
We must establish Law and Order and lay the
framework for a valid recount for at least Region Four or for all the Regions if required. But
this must be done under strict scrutiny by the
contesting political parties and the teams of International Observers. We cannot and must not
repeat the travesties and injustices of the past,
lest we become one of the FAILED STATES in
the world despite our resources.
Dr Ganraj Kumar, Toronto, Canada

In support of a transparent recount of ballots
Open letter to:
Justice Claudette Singh, Chair of GECOM;
Hon David Granger, Leader of APNU;
Hon Bharrat Jagdeo, Leader of the PPP;
Hon Prime Minister Mia Mottley, Caricom Chair

We are all proud Guyanese wherever we now
live.
The tabulation of votes in District Four on
March 12/13th was not done in accordance
with the law and the direct orders given by the
Hon Chief Justice on March 11th. The results
for that district have been assessed by all political parties except one, and by all accredited
local, regional and international observers who
were present, to be less than credible.
The swearing-in of a president based on that
declaration of results of the 2020 General and
Regional Elections overwhelmingly deemed to
be flawed, should not be an option.
We support a full recount of all of the ballots
cast in District Four (and all other districts that
may have been called for), in a process managed with complete transparency by GECOM
and under the scrutiny of agents of the contesting political parties and representatives of local,
regional and international observer missions in
an environment free of threats, be implemented
as soon as possible. We are heartened by the
consensus for the CARICOM offer to supervise
the Region Four recount.
Major General Joseph Singh, former Chair
of GECOM
Donald Rodney
Dr Ian McDonald, Writer
Vanda Radzik, Independent Social & Sustainable Development Guyana Adviser
Rev Patricia Sheerattan-Bisnauth, Guyana;
Presbyterian Church
Jean La Rose
Karen de Souza

Annette Arjoon-Martins, Businesswoman
& Environmental Activist
Ohene Koama
Patricia Fredericks, Independent Concerned Citizen
Abbyssinian Carto
Aisha Fraites, Professional & SRHR Advocate
Chelsea Fung, RED Entertainment
Saskia Wyngaarde, RED Entertainment
Dr Tulsi Dyal Singh, Entrepreneur
Professor Hollis France, University of
Charleston
John Mair, former BBC Producer
Pauline Melville, Writer – Fellow of Royal
Society of Literature
Rohit Kanhai
Clem Seecharan, Emeritus Professor of
History, London Metropolitan University
David Dabydeen, Emeritus Professor of
Literature, Warwick University
Prof. Alissa Trotz, University of Toronto
Prof. Maya Trotz, Univ. of South Florida
Professor Percy Hintzen, Florida International University
Faiyaz Alli, Businessman and social activist
Imran McSood Amjad, ACII, Chartered
Insurer
Patsy Downey, concerned Guyanese
Simone Mangal-Joly, fmr elections observer
Oscar Ramjeet, Attorney/Journalist
Dr Dave Gobin Singh, GP
Dr Elena A Singh, GP
Dr Ravi Gupta
Dr Melanie Gupta
anjay Gupta, Barrister
Roland Rampat, Businessman
Anthony Ramsamooj, General Secretary
of CISCA
Mohammed Khan, retired Auditor
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Tel: 905-678-6263
Cel: 416-579-4276
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E-mail: nandlal@nandlal.ca
Website: www.nandlal.ca

6750 Davand Dr, Suite 201
Mississauga, ON L5T 2L8

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS
• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available
ANIL

647-280-8755

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

Benevolent Neutrality
Indian Government Policy and Labour
Migration to British Guiana 1854-1884

Basdeo Mangru
Benevolent Neutrality is a detailed, scholarly study of the migration of Indian labourers overseas and their
living and working conditions under the iniquitous indenture system. Based largely on unpublished sources,
this volume analyses the socio-economic, political and cultural factors which induced a traditionally
non-migratory people to leave their matribhumi (motherland) for service in distant sugar colonies. It examines
the pressures to formulate policies and implement them, their effectiveness in protecting the interests of
indentured workers and the ways in which these policies were obstructed.
This book also includes a major pioneering study of Indian women migrants, particularly the circumstances of
recruitment, sexual exploitation on sugar estates, the alarming rate of wife murders and women’s assertiveness
and militancy during periods of industrial unrest.
Benevolent Neutrality is republished as part of Hansib’s 175th anniversary series commemorating Indian
arrival in the Caribbean.

For Information:
tel: (718) 845-7596 • email: bmangru@york.cuny.edu
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

I

Covid-19

t takes an unusual event to reveal the
bigotry among our society’s “leaders”.
And nowhere will you find more of
them than in good ol’ Britain, especially
in their patronising attitude to Indians,
thanks to the legacy of British aristocrats in three centuries of
plundering the world, stealing India and reducing it to poverty,
with the help of natives bribed to their cause.
One modern exemplar is Jim O'Neill, an economist – formerly of Goldman Sachs, of 2007-9 notoriety – who proclaimed
recently, as CNBC reported, that he was thankful that the coronavirus outbreak had started in China and "not somewhere like
India", (or Brazil, where President Bolsonaro has dismissed
Covid-19 as a minor event!) “because there’s
absolutely no way they could move to react in
the way that the Chinese have done”, citing “the
quality of Indian governance”.
He was obviously India-bashing, without an
iota of concern for accuracy, in the dogmatic
way of bullies and Indophobes, who have multiplied and become fashionable since Modi became PM.
And while praising China (he once served David Cameron
to foster trade with China), he forgot that China had delayed
by several weeks to spread warnings beyond the WHO, perhaps
needing time to confirm that this was indeed a new variant, and
verifying its mode of transmission, especially as an early medical
report had labelled the first cases SARS. But once satisfied that
it could spread person-to-person and by contact, this was publicised globally on Dec 31,2019.
To address O’Neill’s gaffe, let us compare the handling of COVID-19 by India and O’Neill’s UK; India’s first case occurred on Jan
30, 2020 in a returnee from Wuhan. Following WHO-prescribed
guidelines to detect, treat and contain the virus, testing began
and has since expanded; Indians were evacuated from Wuhan
and Iran, and a medical team installed at Qom. All visas, barring
diplomatic and employment, were cancelled until April 15, 2020,
and people dissuaded from foreign travel. People coming from or
having physical contact with China, Italy, Iran, Republic of Korea, France, Spain and Germany were advised of a 14-day quarantine starting February 15. International flights were screened,
totalling 726,122 passengers from 7,108 flights by March 7. Social distancing, good hand hygiene, coughing and sneezing etiquette and nutritious and well-cooked food advocated. Isolation
facilities were proposed for hospitals across India while ensuring
adequate supplies of protective gear, medicines and other es-

Editorial

Clear, deadly threat

We are in a time and place where now as a community we
must focus all our energies on a single purpose: staying alive,
and keeping others alive around us. We must do everything in
our power, since our lives depend on it, to avoid becoming infected by, or spreading to others, the deadly COVID-19 virus.
At this time as our part of the world faces a clear and
deadly threat, our community is neither invincible, sacred,
nor exempt from its onslaught. The coronavirus is novel –
every human being on this planet is vulnerable, and could
potentially die from COVID-19’s indiscriminating, deadly
infection.
Last week our community leaders reached out, warning
us to take protective measures, reinforcing the ongoing calls
being made by Canada’s public health authorities to guard
ourselves against infection, and to avoid infecting others.
Cardiologist and community stalwart, Dr Vivian Rambihar, noted the community must follow public health advisories rigorously. We have to put ourselves out, endure
inconveniences, make sacrifices through self-isolation, for
example, for the common good, he declared.
“By doing so, you are saving lives of friends, family, and
people in and out of the community,” Dr Rambihar noted.
Dr Rambihar has also identified a notable vulnerability
present in our community, one that could exacerbate the
coronavirus’ fatal impact.
“COVID-19 is bad; very bad in the elderly, and even
younger because of the other illnesses that our community
is known to have – hypertension, diabetes, heart disease, in
particular; then lung disease,” he said.
Spiritual leader of Vishnu Temple, Dr Budhendranauth
Doobay, also an eminent cardiologist, was equally insistent
in reiterating that our community be attentive to all advisories being issued by the public health bodies.
Vishnu Mandir closed on March 20 until further notice; however, it has been reaching out to the community
via social media to reinforce health advisory messaging, Dr
Doobay said. In a video posted on YouTube, he emphasises
the recursive messaging on precautionary, personal hygiene,
saying, “To prevent us from getting the coronavirus, there is
one thing we must do: ‘Wash. Wash. Wash.’ Wash your hands
for 20 seconds.”
Speaking with Indo-Caribbean World last week, Dr
Doobay reiterated the requirement for physical distancing,
declaring we should stay at home: “This is number one for
our community,” he declared.
Said Dr Doobay: “Those who are not affected think they’re
mightier than the coronavirus. When they get sick, only then
would they appreciate the seriousness; how the virus affects
everybody from young to old. People feel they’re invincible
until death comes; or serious illness.”
Invoking a familiar language as the spiritual head of Vishnu Mandir, Dr Doobay said personal hygiene and physical
distancing must become a “mantra” for our community.
“We should all be very careful. Wash the hand! Wash the
hand! We can never over-emphasise this: wash the hand; and
do not touch the face,” he said.
As we continue to be exponentially assailed by the invisible enemy that is COVID-19, as each of us is aware, and from
what the health authorities, and our community leaders are
telling us, we hold in our hands not only our own lives, but
the lives of family members, and those of the strangers we
meet. It could not be a more literal statement that thorough
washing of the hands could determine whether we become
infected, and whether we, and others around us, live or die.
Right now our best efforts should be focused on avoiding
infection. As Dr Rambihar has indicated, it means making
sacrifices, and putting up with inconveniences by staying
indoors, observing physical distancing, and giving support
from a safe distance, as is being practised by Vishnu Mandir
and Dr Doobay.
As much as it is a challenge for Canada’s public health
policies, it is similarly a personal task for each of us to work
together to defeat this marauding and deadly coronavirus.

sential elements. Mass gatherings were
dissuaded, schools, colleges and cinema
halls closed. On 26 February 2020, India sent 15 tons of masks, gloves and
other emergency medical equipment to
China! The Indian Army began to establish additional quarantine facilities for 1,500 personnel, to be activated on demand.
They did more. (https://www.facebook.com/PunyaBhumiIndia/
posts/3315424245138982)
By March 30, India had 1,251 cases and 32 deaths in the
country with a 1.35 billion population; admittedly, this total
will increase as personal testing becomes available and reaches
remoter areas, especially in a lock-down situation. Even so, the
difference from Britain and the USA is stark.
Britain had its first case on Jan 30; the government published its coronavirus action plan on
Mohan
March 3; yet by March 13, measures were too
Ragbeer
sloppy to prevent 17 people from becoming infected at a family funeral! Total cases on March
30 in this small island (size of Guyana) rose to
22,141, with 1408 deaths; 127,737 people were tested by March
29, in a population of 67.8 million. On 30 March, the USA has
189,236 cases with 2968 deaths; it now leads the pack, ahead of
Italy, Spain, and China. President Trump is allegedly begging
other countries for masks, hand sanitisers and up to 25 items.
Indian High Commissioner (UK) Vishwesh Negi called
O’Neill’s comments "ill-informed and irresponsible." India’s response has been as swift as Taiwan’s (https://www.cdc.gov.tw/En),
the most effective approach to the epidemic so far.
Britain and US were remarkably tardy and even dismissive.
Today, UK hypocrites like O’Neill should remove the beam from
their eyes and thank heaven that Covid-19 didn’t start in the UK
or USA!
O’Neill should pay more attention to his glass house rather
than throw stones at one made of brick! He should heed Richard
Horton’s scathing editorial in a recent Lancet, criticising the UK
government for doing too little, too late and leaving the U.K.'s
public health system “wholly unprepared for this pandemic,” adding that despite numerous warnings, Britain's strategy for containing the virus failed, "in part, because ministers didn't follow
WHO's advice to 'test, test, test' every suspected case. They didn't
isolate and quarantine. They didn't contact trace. “These basic
principles of public health and infectious disease control were ignored, for reasons that remain opaque.”
A benefit of Covid-19: cleaner air in all affected cities!

New age illness means life-saving decisions
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wonder what my grandmother would say were she still around
today and facing the COVID-19 pandemic now sweeping across
our anxious, belaboured planet. Right off the bat (her eternal
words, meaning in the first instant), Ma would insist everyone curtail
their gregariousness and go into self-isolation. It would be anathema
for her to challenge authority, even if it meant ceasing her daily peregrinations around the village to visit friends.
These visits were among the reasons why Ma threw her legs off the
bed on mornings. It happened right after her breakfast – a tiny piece
of roti only, and contented draining of a “full cup of
tea” down to its dregs of tea leaves.
“A full cup of tea” remains identifiable today as
part of Ma’s idiolect, one of her many enduring lega- Romeo
cies. Her “morning tea” was a stricture that had to Kaseram
be rigorously fulfilled. It meant the steaming, milky
concoction from Red Rose tea leaves, stirred to a
frothy finish with heaping teaspoons of sugar and
condensed milk, had to slop precariously near its rim,
always threatening to spill over.
It remains a family wonder how Ma travelled from the kitchen to
the front porch, in her word, to the “gallery”, delicately balancing her
brimming enamel cup using an internal gyroscope, so not a drop of
this milky elixir spilled. She accomplished this not only by forcefully
gripping the cup by its handle, but by inserting a forefinger into the
hot liquid for additional support while grimacing with discomfort
from the heat.
For her ascetic piece of dry roti, which she dunked into the sugary
syrup that was her “full cup of tea”, Ma always indicated the required
dimensions by holding out a hand with the four fingers flattened out
and squeezed together. The real estate of the finger-length of petite
fingers was the roti’s cut-size, which she tore into small pieces preparatory to its breakfast immersion.
Then, contemplating the sun striking on the distant, thriving
sugar-canes, and enthralled by competing arias from flocks of prima
donnas perched in nearby trees, Ma dipped and chewed, and took
noisy, slurping draughts until the cup was lifted up and fully drained
with a sigh. Her finishing flourish was arcing the dregs onto the dusty
front yard.
Then, hitching up her “ghunghri”, which was ensuring the knotted string in her skirt was tight and secure, Ma set out on her morning rounds of visits. If the cotton balls of clouds in the distance were
embroidered with grey stitching, then she directed me to accompany
her with our umbrella that was battered with wear, and tattered with

overexposure to many rainstorms.
Despite its unreliability for curvature and a healthy propensity for
leakage, the umbrella was mostly verisimilitude, and was barely capable of keeping dry at least half of me. I resented being sheltered, since I
liked all of me to be thoroughly soaked by the invigorating downpour.
Sometimes, Ma visited a sick friend, calling out over the territorial
cackling from a coop of hens and tilted-head inquiries from a brazen
rooster. As I grew older, I began to understand there were undertones
in Ma’s call, which at times was indirectly informing the household
she was being accompanied by her young, impressionable grandson with large, discerning eyes.
It was later in life that I clued in, coming to understand Ma was encoding her greeting with a signal to her friend over modesty. It was an indication
it was improper for a curious boy to witness her elderly, ailing friend dressed in petticoats; and more,
even less.
My grandmother was cherished by the villagers
for the depth of her empathy and care. A sick friend, bedridden and
racked with bodily pains, always received considerate, caring attention from Ma’s healing hands.
During these visits, bones were pulled and joints cracked, the
sound explosive and sudden like gunshots in rooms lit yellow and
jaundiced with spluttering kerosene lamps. Backs, shoulders, and legs
were massaged with aromatic mustard oil to an accompaniment of
groans from the sufferer. As a treat, scalps were heavily suffused, to
the point of saturation, with cupped handfuls of revitalising coconut
oil.
I am yet to understand why I was told to leave the room, to go
outside and chase the chickens from garden plots, whenever a “naara”
was being rubbed. My suspicions grew that I had been dismissed,
since the elusive chickens could never be found. That perhaps this intimate massage was a part of the vast secrets women keep locked away
deep in sisterhood vaults, which only they share among themselves.
This was just part of the hidden, but lived world of sisterhood my
grandmother engaged in when I was a boy growing up back home.
For her it was more than visiting the ailing; it was a communion of
spirits, a pathway to the blessings raining onto battered umbrellas for
those who visit the sick to bring relief from pain and comfort from
loneliness.
Ma would not understand why our world has turned out to be so
tilted and helter-skelter today; however, she would understand, and
humbly comply, with self-isolation.
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Guyana faced with a double whammy
Threat of an illegitimate govt coupled with drop in oil prices

J

ust two months ago Guyana’s future looked
brighter than ever. Massive oil discoveries
had put the country on the radar screens
of people who had never before even heard of
the tiny nation, once ranked as the most impoverished in the Western Hemisphere, slightly
above Haiti. But suddenly it was on the path to
affluence.
The IMF recognized it as
the fastest growing economy
in the world in 2020, and for
the next two years thereafter.
Its’ population was poised
to become the richest in the
world on a per capita basis.
People and investors from
around the world were flooding to its shores, hoping to benefit from Guyana’s new-found wealth.
But like the COVID-19 virus which has
brought the world to a sudden halt, political anarchy now threatens to sink the country to its
lowest level ever. And its caretaker government
risks being isolated as an illegitimate regime
and face sanctions from the international community, putting it in the same conundrum as its
immediate neighbor, Venezuela. That is, unless
it agrees to a fair and transparent recount of the
votes of it March 2, 2020 general elections.
It so happens that it’s now been a month
since the country held general elections but the
results are still not finalized. Although the elections appeared to have been conducted relatively peacefully under the watchful eyes of dozens
of foreign observers, the counting of votes in
the country’s largest electoral district, Region 4,
has never been finalized.
Problem is, the incumbent coalition
APNU+AFC government was on the verge of
losing power to the opposition PPP/C party and
the so-called constitutionally appointed Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM), which is
dominated by the ruling party supporters, decided to unilaterally cancel the counting of all
votes and declare APNU+AFC the winner.
What has transpired since then is a series of
court actions that have either allowed or disallowed the recounting process to continue. Although the leaders of the two major parties, David Granger and Bharat Jagdeo, have agreed to
a full recount under the supervision of a CARICOM team, the courts blocked the recount.
Since then, diplomats and officials from the
US, European Union, UK, Canada, the Carter
Center and the Organization of American States
(OAS) have openly stated that the spreadsheet
result of the incompleted Region 4 vote count
is not credible.
In the meanwhile, caretaker President Granger appears powerless among his supporters. He
has publicly supported a recount but cannot restrain his supporters from blocking a recount in
the courts. At the same time, he has taken shelter
in the fact that the decision about a recount rests
in the hands of GECOM. This position has left
some "smelling a rat" from a distance.
But recounting of the votes is not the underlying issue. At the heart of the matter is the fact
that the coalition government does not want to
give up power, whatever the cost. The struggle
for power in a country that has always been racially divided is at the core of the crisis. If the
Indian-backed PPP/C party wins the elections,
the African-backed APNU (formerly the PNC)
would have lost.
Ironically, much to the chagrin of the world,
the PNC has rigged five previous elections after
it was put in power through collaboration with
the US and British governments in 1964, and
believes it has a right to be in power.
Although the world has tolerated the actions
of the PNC (now APNU) in the past, it is no
longer willing to tolerate an illegitimate government overseeing massive amounts of oil wealth.
British Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab recently warned Guyana that “any government

sworn in on the basis of non-credible results
will face strong international condemnation. If
the situation continues to deteriorate, this international response will include a range of serious consequences for those concerned,” adding
that “the transition of government in Guyana
should only take place in line with transparent
and democratic principles that lead to credible
results.”
In addition, the United
States Assistant Secretary
of State for Western HemiDwarka
spheric Affairs, Michael KoLakhan
zak also warned of similar action. He recently summoned
Guyana’s Ambassador, Riyad
Insanally to inform Guyana
that a government sworn in based on non-credible results would be illegitimate. “On behalf of
the U.S. government, today I summoned Guyana Ambassador to the U.S. Riyad Insanally to
convey our firm position that any government
sworn in based on flawed election results would
not be legitimate. Every vote must be counted,”
Kozak said on Twitter.
As well, OAS Chief of Mission, Bruce Golding, the former Prime Minister of Jamaica, expressed concern that the tabulation process
lacked transparency. In an OAS release, it was
noted that “following the Returning Officer’s
continued defiance of the Chief Justice’s orders
on March 13, in facilitating an open and transparent verification of the Statements of Poll, the
Chief of Mission expressed further concern that
“the process was unlikely to produce a credible
result and withdrew the Mission from Guyana.”
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has
also cited Guyana’s electoral process as one
of the challenges now facing the OAS. “As we
overcome the threat to public health posed by
COVID-19, the peoples of the Americas and
the Caribbean face other challenges, such as
…adherence to free, fair and credible electoral
processes in Guyana.”
Evidently, the very future of Guyana is now
at risk, largely due to the defiance of the government and/or its supporters and GECOM
to proceed with a recount of the votes of the
March 2 elections and to ensure transparency
in the electoral process.
It is paradoxical that a government which
claims to espouse democracy is refusing to uphold basic democratic principles. It is equally
contradictory that in the midst of purporting to
promote racial harmony, that racial divisiveness
is becoming more entrenched.
Ironically, it is naïve to believe that any semblance of racial harmony is real in a country
that that has historically been racially divided.
At the same time, all evidence shows that those
who believe that shared governance will work
in Guyana are wearing blindfolds. The latter
concept will only come to the forefront if the
coalition government eventually loses power.
If a final recount of votes is ever done, it
would not be surprising if the coalition government is returned to power through fiddling
with the process. That would be possible if the
integrity of the ballot boxes now in storage for
more than a month is compromised. It has happened in the past and not impossible now.
Then the outcome could be one leading to
civil unrest and instability, as the results would
not be believable.
While electoral transparency remains unresolved in Guyana and has put the country’s future at risk, the dramatic decline in oil prices to
historical lows, has added to its woes. The dramatic increase in oil production by Saudi Arabia and Russia following a breakdown in OPEC
talks in December, which sent prices sliding, is
unlikely to be resolved soon. Guyana will therefore have to lower its expectations from oil in
the foreseeable future.
That’s is a double whammy on a country on
the brink.
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Preparation and execution of all Guyana documents

Ask Jay...
Covid-19 – Helpful Information
Covid-19 is infectious to our health and wealth. With lockdown, many businesses are laying off employees, creating an added
financial stress for an already stressed population. Our Government took swift action to address the problem but with all the
roadblocks created by the pandemic, financial relief will be sluggish. Here are some insights on the impact for real estate.
Rent Deferral. Tenants who cannot afford to pay their rent should inform their landlords in advance. Failure to pay rent can
cause eviction. Ontarioʼs Premier commented on this: "Thatʼs why Iʼve directed that all eviction orders be suspended until
further notice. We want to make sure you and your family can stay in your home during this difficult time. So, you can put your
health and the health of others first." When we defer rental payment, it accumulates and can escalate into a large debt owing.
Once the virus vanishes, the back rent is due and the tenant can risk damaging their credit and be faced with eviction.
Mortgage Deferral. RBC, CIBC, TD, Scotiabank, BMO, and National Bank of Canada are allowing homeowners to defer their
mortgage payments for up to six months. Homeowners in financial difficulties should contact their lender and explore their
options. Postponing mortgage payments is similar to kicking the ball down the road. Eventually, the homeowner must pay up
the backlog or they can be in default. Another alternative is to refinance and increase the remaining years of payment in order
to reduce the monthly payment. With the recent interest rate drop, if your mortgage is coming due in a year or two, it is a great
time to renew. To break the mortgage, the lender may charge a penalty. Another option is to extend the number of years and
then blend it. Letʼs assume that there is a mortgage on the property for an additional two years; you can negotiate three more
years at the lower mortgage rate so on average, the rate drops over the five years.
First Time Buyers. If you are buying a home for the first time and your money is in RRSP or invested in stocks, then, wait until
the stock market rebounds before purchasing. With a forty percent loss in the stock market, it is not the best time to cash in.
First time buyers who already purchased and are waiting to close their transaction but still have their funds in mutual funds or
stocks should consult their financial adviser and their lawyer. There are various options, such as borrowing against your
portfolio or asking a family for temporary assistance. Check with the seller if they are willing to extend the closing or abort the
sale.
New home purchase. Check with the builder because the closing date might be pushed back. If that is so, then buyers who have
already sold their homes must be proactive. With buyers who sold their existing homes, hopefully their sales contract for their
current home has an option to extend the closing date. If that is not possible, then reach out to the buyer. Some buyers are
accommodating and would either extend the closing date or arrange to complete the transaction and allow you to rent back on
a month to month bases. If that is not possible, then the only option is to search for month to month rental accommodation.
Sellers with a tight timeline. With the current outbreak, many sellers are postponing selling their homes. This will create
scarcity and trigger a short-term sellerʼs market. When a home is on the market, strangers visit and it is easy for homeowners
to be infected. It is best to provide good online photos so that buyers can make an informed decision. Ask your realtor to allow
only one showing at a time. Leave the home during showing. It is a good idea to sanitize the entire home, from the door knobs,
stairs rail and even the cupboard doors. Ask the visitors to sanitize their hands before entering and to avoid touching things as
much as possible. Ask the realtor to check if the buyers should be in self-quarantine. Restrict the visits to a maximum of four
people. Children should not be allowed.
Prospective Buyers. Prospective buyers should postpone home shopping. It is best to re-evaluate your financing. If Covid-19
prolongs, then, our economy may suffer a heart attack, meaning that everything stops. Resuscitating the economy may be
ambitious and recovery might be slow. This can trigger a recession and home prices may drop. RBC Economics suggests that
things are about to get rocky. Senior economist Robert Hogue said that the “light was on in the housing market in February but
that it is about to be turned off. The world has changed in March, and so has the outlook for the Canadian housing market.
Fears of the spread and social distancing are set to decimate house viewings and buyers are likely to take a wait-and-see
approach.”
My prediction. The economy will contract in the first half of 2020 because of Covid-19, coupled with low oil prices and a
depreciating Canadian dollar. In the second half, our children will be back at schools and we will be working harder than
before. The economy will rebound and we will recover. According to Lynn Lewis, CPA, CMA, CIM®, CIMA, FCSI®, Portfolio
Manager & Investment Advisor at TD Bank, “the worst thing to do during a panic is to panic. Thatʼs because panic leads to hasty,
short-term decisions that jeopardize your long-term best interests.”
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Endgame of a cunning ruler Full Court denies application to block votes recount
Ball now lies in GECOM's court
By Tameshwar N Lilmohan

Once upon a time, there was a cunning old man and a
wicked witch who ruled a tiny country in a far-away land.
The old man was clever at playing games. He was a
trained soldier and believed in winning at all cost. He
would agree to the rules of the game before the game begins but would break the rules during the game and claim
the prize. When he is caught cheating, he will contest the
rules with the referees, some of whom were corrupt and
sided with him. The other players would ask for a review of
the game by different referees. In the meantime, the cunning old man would employ several strategies. Firstly, he
would splurge the prize winnings on himself and some
of the spectators to buy their loyalties. Then, he would
bring in the wicked witch to direct the loyalists to bully
and intimidate the other players and spectators. The evil
witch controlled the guards at the game, and she would
lead them to side with the loyalist thugs. Finally, the old
man would employ the sympathy strategy. He would attend church and claim to be a Godly man who wants peace
and proclaim that he would follow what the final referees
decided. He would use various stalling tactics so that by
the time the referees ruled that he cheated, the damage to
the other players and their supporters would have been
unsalvageable.
The cunning old man mistakenly thought that the rules
did not allow for penalties and sanctions against him when
he breaks the rules, so he disregarded the rules on every
occasion.
The old man was feeling powerful. He was even invited to
have tea with the Queen of England. Craving world adulation, he decided to invite international observers to the season’s final game.
The cunning old man and the wicked witch hatched
a plan to rig the game. His first move was to unilaterally
appoint the chairman of the referees illegally. He was a
smart, loyal friend of the old man's camp. The old man
then stepped back, and the wicked witch took command
of the referees. She conspired with the chairman to fire the
chief referee, who was a fair and respectable person. She
and the chairman then installed her loyalists in every position of the refereeing body. The other players complained
to the Courts. The Courts once again pronounced that the
old man had broken the rules and the illegal chairman was
removed. But, the old man's strategy worked; the damage
was done. The old man and the wicked witch had full control of the referees. A new chairman was appointed, but
she was weak and succumbed to the pressures of the other
corrupt referees.
Confident of his plan, the old man entered the final
race. When the results came in, the old man lost the race to
a young contender. But, as in every other race, he refused
to give up the prize. The other competitors complained
and would not allow the old man to hijack the award. The
wicked witch immediately swung into action and enlisted
the referees to announce that the old man had won the
game. The other players put up a fight to stop the rigging
of the game, but they were quickly put down by the wicked
witch's loyalist thugs and guards.
The cunning old man and the wicked witch had made a
fatal error in their evil plan. They underestimated the international observers and other countries' interest in the
tiny country. Vast reserves of oil were discovered in the
tiny country, and other countries did not want to deal with
a country that was governed by an illegal leader and his cabal. They had seen enough of the same behaviour and suffering of the people from the neighbouring country. They
were not prepared to have another pariah leader next door.
The old man was caught in a death trap. If he handed
over the prize to the real winner, the wicked witch was going to get him; if he refused to give up the award to the
real winner, the international referees would get him as
they did to his cheating neighbour. His neighbours were
stripped of their ill-gotten wealth and found guilty of their
illegal actions.
Many wise local and international people pleaded to
the old man to redeem himself. Some people asked him to
start praying and ask God and the people for forgiveness.
The old man was too steeped in his cunning ways and refused to pay heed to anyone's advice. The crafty old man is
no longer, but his memory lives on in disgrace. As for the
wicked witch, a seat is surely reserved for her in Hell.
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Georgetown – The Full Court yesterday denied application
for leave for the parties to appeal its ruling on the vote recount
case in which it dismissed the injunctions blocking the recount
of the votes cast in the March 2, General and Regional Elections.
Tuesday’s rulings by the Full Court, comprising Chief Justice
Roxane George and Justice Nareshwar Harnanan, now paves the
way for the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) to proceed
with the recount now that all the legal hurdles have been crossed.
Earlier, the Full Court had ruled that the Court has no jurisdiction to hear the application filed by APNU/AFC Candidate
Ulita Moore, who sought to block a national recount of the ballots cast during the March 02 General and Regional Elections.
The interim injunction blocking the recount process, which
was secured by Moore, has since been discharged.
The Full Court said that the matters raised in the injunction
application fare better suited for an election petition rather than
the way it was presented before the court.
Responding to the decision by Justices George and Harnanan, Moore’s attorney Mayo Robertson applied for a stay in proceedings until the Appeal Court rules on the matter. His request
was however denied.
The Full Court took into account the fact that the Chair of
GECOM, Justice Claudette Singh had given a public undertaking
that the votes would be recounted to ensure that the results of the
polls are credible and accepted by the various stakeholders.
Several local and international observers, as well as Governments, have denounced the declarations made by Region Four

Chief Justice (ag) Roxane George and Justice Nareshwar Harnanan
RO Clairmont Mingo as lacking credibility.
The stakeholders had, in addition to calling for a recount,
warned that a new government sworn in on the basis of fraudulent results lack credibility and transparency and therefore
would not be recognised by the international community; and
would face severe sanctions.
Justice Singh, in her affidavit of defence against the APNU/
AFC candidate, had noted the applications by several of the contesting parties for recounts were rejected by the RO for Region
Four for varying reasons, but “the Commission can intervene to
correct this even at this stage”.
According to the former Chief Justice, the Representation of
the People Act gives the Commission two options: to either accept the Chief Elections Officer’s report or order a recount of the
votes cast. As such, she contended, “It would be unlawful for the
court to direct the Commission on the way forward to complete
the process where these issues are still outstanding.”

Guyana COVID-19 cases rise Former ACP Secretary General
to 12; govt confirms 2nd death adds voice for recount of votes
Georgetown – The Ministry of Public Health yesterday (Tuesday) disclosed that Guyana now has twelve confirmed cases of
coronavirus (COVID-19). The disclosure was made by Deputy
Chief Medical Officer (DCMO) Dr. Karen Gordon-Boyle.
While she did not provide details in relation to the specific
cases, Dr Boyle disclosed that one of the positive cases is from
Region Three, ten from Region Four and one from Region Six.
The Ministry also confirmed that Guyana has now recorded
its second COVID-19 death – a 38-year-old male.
The deceased reportedly had tested positive a few days ago;
and not long after he was transferred to the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) at the Georgetown Public Hospital due to his deteriorating conditions, including extreme difficulties breathing.
Guyana is expected to confirm roughly 1400 cases of the
novel coronavirus COVID-19 at the end of the global pandemic.
The Ministry of Public Health is again calling on all citizens
to heed the health advisories and observe the correct hygiene
measures and precautions. Citizens are also asked to always
practise social distancing in the workplace, public spaces, and
while using public transportation.

AFC now favours govt of national
unity, whoever wins the elections

Georgetown – While still maintaining confidence that the
governing APNU+AFC coalition has won the disputed March 2
general elections, the AFC on Monday said that whichever party
forms the next government must show “magnanimity” and “accede” to an agreed governance pact that encompasses shared
governance and “national unity”.
The Alliance For Change (AFC) position comes amid the
overwhelming view among local analysts that the governing coalition lost the general elections and that a rearguard rigging effort to hand them victory has been stalled by the courts and local
and international condemnation.
Political analysts say that the call for shared governance will
ring hollow as the AFC had not pressed for this in the period
prior to the election or while in government with its main coalition partner, A Partnership for National Unity (APNU).
While calls for shared governance have flowed from various
quarters recently, they have been seen as opportunistic and intended to get around the key question of establishing the result of the
election and enabling the swearing in of the winner.
The shift in the AFC's position also comes in the wake of one
of its executives, Dominic Gaskin, expressing doubt about the
figures produced by controversial Region Four Returning Officer Clairmont Mingo showing that the coalition had won Region Four with a sufficiently wide margin to enable it to be the
overall winner.

Georgetown – Former Guyanese Secretary General of the
African Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) bloc, Dr Patrick Ignatius
Gomes, is the latest respected international figure to caution the
David Granger-led administration against the pitfalls of having
a president be declared based on results that lack transparency
and credibility.
According to Dr Gomes “the time has long passed for leaders
of all political parties to give an unequivocal commitment that
transparent, verified and reliable results from a re-count of our
March 2, 2020, General and Regional Elections shall be accepted
in their entirety as the legal basis for a democratically elected
government to assume office without further delay.”
He was adamant “the urgent resolution of this political impasse is essential to keep our place in history as a proud, self-respecting and law-abiding member of the Caribbean Community, who generously offered assistance; and also as a key member
of that inter-continental, inter-governmental organisation of 79
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, whose navel string in the
Georgetown Agreement of 1975, has given continuing solidarity
to all peoples of the Global South in the fight to end poverty and
achieve sustainable and equitable development.”
According to Dr Gomes, “the hand of friendship from our
CARICOM neighbours, needs to be encouraged and not appear
as almost insulted, making it necessary for the CARICOM Team
to leave prematurely….Let the recount begin and credible, verifiable evidence give us the lawfully elected government that our
forefathers and mothers fought for and this and future generations deserve.”
Dr Gomes, served as Secretary-General of the ACP Group of
States, from March 1, 2015 and ended on March 1, 2020.

Windows & Doors
State of the Art

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR ENERGY BILLS
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GECOM's Head responsible for a transparently
verifiable elections result
From page 1:
reins of Guyana’s government for over a year
following its stunning no-confidence loss on
December 21, 2018. Then it relied on an befuddling onset of amnesia, suddenly becoming incapable of simple arithmetic.
It then turned to delay in the winding corridors of Guyana’s courts, and finally to the eminences in the Caribbean Court of Justice, where
an application of common sense, along with the
simplest arithmetic calculation, were done to
determine what was always self-evident – that
the APNU+AFC government had fallen to a
majority, no-confidence vote.
It seems following March 2, APNU+AFC is
still dogged by its old tricks of being incapable
of transparent counting and performing simple
arithmetic. Yet again, Guyana is being confronted with the APNU+AFC’s vexing unwillingness, and its inherent, premediated clumsiness with simple arithmetic, to determine what
constitutes a majority vote in the counting of
ballots in the vote-rich Region Four.
There is no doubt in our minds that the Guyana Elections Commission head, Retired Justice
Claudette Singh, has a lot to answer for through
culpability for Guyana falling once more in the
grip of inimical forces. Her role as GECOM head
is a pivotal one, where her commitment is to impartially ensure that the entire general elections,
including its vote count, were conducted using
best practices, and that it returned a free, fair,
and transparently verifiable result.
None of these requirements has occurred in
her stewardship, and its almost a month since
the general elections took place. Instead, what
she should have monitored to ensure an orderly, efficient, and transparent tabulation of
Region Four’s votes, continued to be disrupted

by the Returning
Officer, Clairmont
Mingo. The result
was Mingo boldfacedly produced
two
blatantly
rigged and questionable
counts
that
declared
APNU+AFC the Gecom Chairperson, Rtd.
winner of the Justice Claudette Singh
March 2 polls. It was followed by a presumptuous and premeditated intent to illegitimately install David Granger as head of the government.
It is as self-evident as common sense and basic arithmetic that installation of Granger as the
head of Guyana’s government would be illegitimate without tabulation of the elections’ result
that is fair, transparent, and verifiable.
Mottley’s perspicacious insight that there are
forces inimical to a transparent vote count is
pivotal, since it points to a deep, flagrant, and
systemic undermining of democracy in Guyana. Also reassuring is the recent intervention
by Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs of the US Department
of State, Ambassador Michael Kozak.
Last week Kozak summoned Guyana Ambassador to the US, Riyad Insanally to convey,
what was later described in a follow-up tweet,
as the US administration’s “firm position that
any government sworn in based on flawed election results would not be legitimate”. Notably,
he added, “Every vote must be counted.”
Every vote must be recounted; and it must be
done in a manner that is fair, transparent, and
verifiable. Guyana, and its nationals abroad,
have laboured hard for its growing democracy.
It would not do to have this achievement, for
which some of us paid with our lives, undermined by inimical and cheating forces.

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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‘It is clear there are forces that do not want to see a vote recount’

Caricom, Commonwealth, Carter Center, others issue statements over lack of ‘transparency, credibility’
Statement from Caricom Chair, Mia Mottley
The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) deeply regrets
that it has been forced to withdraw the independent High Level
Team it fielded on Saturday, 14 March 2020, to supervise the recounting of the ballots in Region 4 of the General and Regional
Elections of 2 March 2020 in Guyana.
The fielding of the Team had been at the request of His Excellency David Granger, President of Guyana, on Saturday 14
March 2020. In response,
and given the urgency of the
task, the Team was mobilised
immediately and arrived in
Guyana in the early hours of
Sunday morning.
Given that the tabulation process had been widely
viewed as not being transparent or credible, President
Granger and Mr. Bharrat
Jagdeo, Leader of the OpposiMia Mottley
tion, agreed that the only possible resolution was by way of a recount supervised by an independent team. This was seen as a significant contribution to bolstering
the transparency and legitimacy of the electoral process.
This step forward had been anchored by an Aide Memoire
signed by both leaders on 16 March 2020, and the Terms of
Reference prepared by the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) to govern the role of the High Level Team on Sunday, 15
March 2020, for the supervision of the recounting of the ballots,
not only in Region 4, but in all 10 electoral districts.
A court order issued on 17 March 2020, granted an injunction restraining GECOM from recounting any ballots of the
General and Regional Elections of 2 March 2020, and set aside
“any agreement between the President of Guyana and the Leader
of the Opposition and or any agreement between the Guyana
Elections Commission and the Caribbean Community”.
The Caribbean Community has no other choice but to withdraw the High Level Team.
It is clear that there are forces that do not want to see the
votes recounted for whatever reason. Any Government which
is sworn in without a credible and fully transparent vote count
process would lack legitimacy.
I would like to thank the High Level Team for offering to
serve at such short notice and for displaying the patience they
have displayed over the last three days. The Team was led by Ms
Francine Baron, former Attorney-General and Foreign Minister of Dominica, and included Mr Anthony Boatswain, former
Minister of Finance of Grenada and Ms Cynthia Barrow-Giles,
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Government at the University of the West Indies.
They were accompanied by Ms Angela Taylor and Ms Fern
Narcis-Scope, the Chief Elections Officers of Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago.
As I said in an earlier statement it is critical that good sense
prevail. The preservation of law and order is paramount and all
parties must work hard to ensure that there is peace on the roads
and in the communities across Guyana.
The Community remains committed to the people of Guyana.

Statement from the OAS Electoral
Observation Mission in Guyana
The process being conducted by the Returning Officer for Region 4 to ascertain the results of the national and regional elections held on March 2 does not meet the required standard of
fairness and transparency.
The Chief Justice’s ruling handed down on March 11 required
the Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer to determine
the best method of tabulating the Statements of Poll and included the expectation “that the Returning Officer would act reasonably in ensuring a process that allows persons to observe what is
being tabulated and how”.
This has not occurred. Instead, and without any plausible explanation, the Returning Officer continued to ascertain the votes
cast for each party list without affording the duly authorized candidates and counting agents an opportunity to see the Statements
of Poll, in order to compare them with the copies in their possession. Such a process could have been easily facilitated using the
same technology which allows the tabulation to be displayed.
The Returning Officer’s defiance of the Chief Justice’s orders
and expectations, and his refusal to allow the Statements of Poll
to be exhibited, gives credence to the allegations that the numbers being tabulated do not correspond with the numbers appearing on the Statements of Poll prepared following the March
2 elections.
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The Mission has noted that images of the Statements of Poll
published by the PPP/Civic, on its website, which it claims were
given to its polling agents after the ballots were counted at each
polling station on the night of the elections, produce a result
that is vastly different from that being declared by the Returning
Officer and would have a decisive effect on the outcome of the
national election.
To date [March 13, 2020], neither the Chief Elections Officer
nor APNU has challenged the authenticity of the Statements of
Poll published by the PPP/Civic by producing the copies in their
possession. The implications are deeply troubling and make it
all the more necessary for the Returning Officer to display the
Statements of Poll on which he is relying.
The OAS Election Observer Mission was pleased to have declared that the March 2 poll was, in almost all respects, well executed. The subsequent tabulation of the Statements of Poll in the
other nine regions was carried out in compliance with the law
and no dispute has arisen in relation to the declaration of results.
However, the process employed by the Returning Officer for
Region 4 is not transparent and, based on the numbers that have
emanated since the process was first disrupted, is unlikely to
produce a result that is credible and is able to command public
confidence.
The legitimacy of any government that is installed in these
circumstances will be open to question. This would be a terrible
blow to the country’s democracy. The people of Guyana do not
deserve this.
Given the circumstances cited above, the OAS Electoral Observation Mission regrets that it has no option but to withdraw
from Guyana. The Chief of Mission will prepare his report for
submission to the Secretary General.

Statement by Sir Shridath Ramphal
In the darkness of disagreement, CARICOM’s helpful intervention in trying to resolve the general elections process at the request
of both President Granger and Opposition Leader, Bharat Jagdeo,
was a ray of light.
All Guyana should have welcomed it, as most Guyanese did.
It is a wholly legitimate role
of community that must not be
smothered under any pretext
whatever.
It is utterly regrettable that,
despite the highest-level agreement between the political leaders of Guyana and five CARICOM Heads of Government
acting for the Community, the
invited CARICOM team to
Sir Shridath Ramphal oversee the recount of the votes
has had to withdraw.
Guyana is being deprived of regional and international approval
and the opportunity for global respect at a time when it matters most.
CARICOM has not closed the door to proving the preciousness
of its familial ties with Guyana; it can still play the role Guyana’s two
political leaders agreed it should.
What is required now is for all to place the interest of the nation above other narrow considerations that could mar the country’s prospects and retard the strides that the people of Guyana have
made collectively.
I urge that peace and progress be pursued lawfully and transparently.

Statement from UK Foreign Secretary,
Dominic Raab
The transition of government in Guyana should only take
place in line with transparent and democratic principles that
lead to credible results.
Any government sworn in on the basis of non-credible results
will face strong international condemnation. If the situation
continues to deteriorate, this international response will include
a range of serious consequences for those concerned.
The UK remains ready, along with its partners, to assist in ensuring a credible process that provides the democratic outcome
that the Guyanese people deserve.

Statement by the Commonwealth, EU,
and the Carter Center
[March 13, 2020] The international election observation missions in Guyana are deeply concerned about the continued lack
of transparency in the ascertainment of results for Region 4.
The order of the Honourable Chief Justice on 11 March was
not followed. The tabulation process did not resume on 12
March as mandated by the court. When the tabulation process

was resumed on 13 March, it was not in line with the judgement,
which required public tabulation as a safeguard and a measure
for promoting transparency and accountability. The Chief Justice reasserted today that the actual Statements of Poll have to be
displayed in this process.
The orders issued with the judgement should be complied
with, and the tabulation process conducted and concluded accordingly. Unless and until this is done in Region 4, the election
results cannot be considered credible.
The international election observation missions encourage all
stakeholders to use all available means to conclude the electoral
process in a transparent manner.
We again urge all political parties to adhere to the codes of
conduct they signed and to do their utmost to ensure that a
peaceful environment is maintained.

Statement from ABCE Diplomats
The Ambassador of the United States of America, H.E. SarahAnn Lynch, the British High Commissioner, H.E. Greg Quinn,
the Canadian High Commissioner, H.E. Lilian Chatterjee, and
the Ambassador of the European Union, H.E. Fernando PonzCanto, decided to leave the
Region 4 tabulation process
this morning as it was clear
that a transparent and credible process was not put in
place by the responsible officials.
Further, we are concerned
about intimidation tactics we
observed against those seeking
to ensure that a credible process is followed.
We must be clear that in
Sara-Ann Lynch
the absence of a credible process, as directed by the Honorable Chief Justice, it is our view
that any results for Region 4 which will impact the overall results of the 2 March elections will not be credible and a President sworn in on the basis of those results will not be considered
legitimate.
We are all long-standing friends of Guyana whose countries
have supported its development over many decades. The betterment of Guyana and its people has always been our interest.
In that spirit we urge all parties to not do anything which could
lead to Guyana’s isolation.

Statement by US Secretary of State,
Mike Pompeo
[Twitter March 6]: “Spoke with Canadian Deputy Prime Minister @CAFreeland to discuss the crisis in Venezuela, the COVID-19 outbreak, support for democratic transition in Guyana,
and the importance of continued strong @OAS_Official leadership on democracy and human rights.”
[Press Conference March 17]: “It’s important to note that the
individuals who seek to benefit from electoral fraud and form
illegitimate governments/regimes will be subjected to a variety
of serious consequences from the United States Government.”

External Affairs Ministry, India
[March 19, 2020]: Statement by Mr Raveesh Kumar, India’s
External Affairs Ministry:
“We are following the developments with respect to elections
in Guyana closely. As a democracy itself, and a time tested friend
of Guyana, India would underline that it is important that Guyana’s electoral processes are credible, fair and transparent,” he
said in response to media queries.

Ambassador Michael Kozak, Acting
Assistant Secretary of State for Western
Hemisphere Affairs - US Dept of State
[Twitter]: “The people of #Guyana deserve a credible election
and transfer of power that reflects their will.
“Vote tabulation irregularities marred #Guyana’s March
2 elections. Our Ambassador and many observers saw flawed
tabulation. Irrespective of today’s legal proceedings, any government sworn in on the basis of that result would not be legitimate.”
[March 6] “At this juncture, preparations to install officials
without resolving the serious issues identified in the vote counting process would create a climate of uncertainty for the citizens of Guyana, Guyana’s international partners, and businesses
looking to invest in Guyana.”
[Twitter March 25]: “I summoned #Guyana Ambassador to
the US Riyad Insanally to convey our firm position that any government sworn in based on flawed election results would not be
legitimate. Every vote must be counted.”
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET
Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

Tel: 416-901-7797
680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12

Happy Easter
to All Our Customers

(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes & Seafoods, Halal
Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal Products, West Indian Drinks &
Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps & Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu
Religious Supplies... And Much Much More.

ALL MEAT HALAL * NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS * SPECIALS TO APRIL 14, 2020
FRESHLY FROZEN
RED SNAPPER

FLORIDA HASSAR

$2500 /box

$799 lb

FIVE ROSES FLOUR

RADHA KRISHNA GHEE

$1699 10 kg bag
FRESH WHOLE/HALF GOAT

2/$1199 4lb tin
SLICED & WHOLE
KING FISH

GOAT LIVER/LITE AVAILABLE

LUCKNANI

$749 lb
KATAHAR

$599 /Pk
FRESH BEEF STEAK

SWEET PINEAPPLE

$399 ea
JUMBO DRAKE

VERY LOW PRICES

$399 lb

$2599 ea

DETTOL ANTISEPTIC
PROTECT AGAINST CORONAVIRUS

FRESHLY FROZEN
WHOLE GREY SNAPPER

LARGE CARDBOARD BARREL

CLEANED/SCALED/GUTTED

LOW PRICE

Very Low Price

$549 lb

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
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$1500 ea

PUJA ITEMS

NORMAN SUE BAKERY
AVAILABLE:
COCKTAIL SIZE
PASTRIES.
All products are
100% Vegetarian

to all our Customers
&
Friends
FFAA2E

CHECK OUT OUR EASTER CROSS BUNS

We wish to thank all our customers for their continued
support during these uncertain times.

Our business is open as usual with
all your regular items available.
Norman Sue Products are now
Available at Food Basics, Nofrills and
Select Real Canadian Superstores
across the GTA.

SPECIALISTS IN:
* Homemade Plait Bread
* Pine Tarts * Tennis Rolls
* Dhal Pouri * Salara
* Chinese Cake * and more

1220 Ellesmere Rd., #30
Scarborough, Ont

Tel: 416-754-4181

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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PROUDLY CELEBRATING 28 YEARS IN BUSINESS: 1992-2020

Happy Easter to all our
Customers & Friends

Special for Easter: Hot Cross Buns
ALL BLESSINGS TO EVERYONE DURING THIS AUSPICIOUS TIME. WE REMAIN OPEN TO SERVE YOU
AVAILABLE AT SELECTED WEST INDIAN SUPERMARKETS
MAIN BRANCH/OUTLET
2691 Markham Road, Unit 11
Toronto, Ontario M1X 1L4
Tel: 416-298-6611

WEST TORONTO
Caribbean Island Food Market
3432 Weston Rd, Toronto
(Finch & Weston Rd)
Tel: 416-746-1592

ETOBICOKE
Westwood Supermarket
680 Rexdale Blvd.
Etobicoke, ON M9W 0B5
Tel: 416-901-7797

BRAMPTON
Jas Supermarket
9025 Torbram Road,
Brampton, ON L6S 3L2
Tel: 905-497-9025

BRAMPTON
Ravi's West Indian Store
791 Bovaird Drive W.
Brampton, ON L6X 0G3
Tel: 905-796-6446

GTA LEADERS REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West Suite 26
Vaughan Ontario L4L 4C2

Tel: 416-241-3337

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Fax: 416-987-0056
gtaleaders@gmail.com
www.teamgtahomes.com
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • INVESTMENT

$479.000

If you fail to
plan, then
you’re planning
to fail.
Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor
416-731-7527
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Starting from
mid $300,000

SO

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• Life
• Mortgage
• Disability
• Travel • Visitor
• Critical Illness
• Super Visa
• RESP & RRSP
• Investment

I started
looking for my
first home five
years ago. My
husband and I
found GTA
Leaders Realty
where we
worked closely
with Abdool
Saheed. We
were first time
home buyers
and we wanted
to make the right move and invest in our first home as
newlyweds. We started the process and landed the right
home for us in Central Ajax. We couldn't have been
happier.
We are now approaching our fifth wedding anniversary in
May and our perfect home for two is no longer a fit for
three.
We contacted Abdool again to sell our house and help us
to find our new dream home.
It has been nothing but amazing working with a
professional caring individual and his team. He sold our
house and we were able to buy our new dream home.
We got exactly what we wanted and our family couldn't
be happier.

Sales Representative

LD

HOME IS WHERE YOUR STORY BEGINS

Shawn Ambedkar

Beautiful 2 bedroom end unit townhouse in Ajax.
Seconds from Highway 401. Close to all major amenities
including lifetime gym, bus route, schools and GO
Station. This ready-to-move-in home has upgraded
potlights and an open balcony from main floor.

Tel: 647-852-7243
MONTVERT by Primont Condos
Located in Brampton

Starting from
low $300’s

MORTGAGE
1st, 2nd and Refinance
PROPOSAL / BANKRUPTCY
Make One Small Monthly Payment
For all Your Debts
INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal - Business
Business Registration
HST - Payroll - WSIB

Abdool Saheed
416-731-7527

Abdool Saheed ASA, ABR, SRES
Broker of Record

YORKWOODS CONDOS
Jane & Sheppard
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Jason Saheed
647-293-8397

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Helpful hints to protect against the coronavirus
From page 3:
of whether they've travelled; people in long-term care facilities
with influenza-like illness; and hospital-related illness, including
health-care workers who are sick.
She emphasized, however, clinicians at assessment centres
that are opening up across the country still have the ability to
make their own judgement on who gets tested.
Several provinces and the federal government have created
online self-assessment tools that will advise you what to do.
What About Travel?
The government has closed the border with the U.S. for nonessential travel, and strongly advises Canadians to avoid travelling anywhere as many countries impose movement bans, quarantines, and airlines ground flights.
All Canadian travellers returning from abroad are told they
must self-isolate for 14 days after their arrival, regardless of
whether they show symptoms, and monitor their health.
How Do I Self-Isolate?
Ideally, self-isolation means halting all contact with others,
and setting up a space dedicated solely to the person being isolated.
Those who live with others should try to segregate parts of
the home. Do not use common spaces at the same time; stay out
of the kitchen; dedicate a separate washroom to that person if
possible, and don't share towels or toiletries. Clean spaces where
that individual has been and do not touch surfaces that person
has touched before cleaning.
Only leave the home if it's absolutely necessary, such as to
seek medical care.
If you have to interact with others, keep it brief. Try to maintain a safe distance and wear a mask, the agency says. Avoid
people with chronic conditions, compromised immune systems
and older adults.
What Is Social Distancing And How Can I Practise It?
Social distancing involves taking steps to increase the physical space between people to prevent the virus from spreading.
Public health officials say this is key to reducing the impact of
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Officials insist people stay home as much as possible, and
those who must go out should stay two metres away from others.
Other tips include avoiding crowds and going to public places
during off-peak hours. If you are sick, stay home.
What Household Items Should I Have
In Case I Need To Isolate?
Federal Health Minister Patty Hajdu has suggested that people
gather enough food and other essentials, such as medicines and
toiletries to last them through a two-week quarantine if needed.
However, Hajdu and other public officials, including Ontario
Health Minister Christine Elliot, are also urging people not to
stockpile or hoard these items, insisting it's not necessary.
The unprecedented nature of the COVID-19 outbreak has led
to many stores being cleared of items such as toilet paper, disinfectant wipes and certain non-perishable foods.
How Are Canadian Officials Responding To Covid-19?
Public health officials are working hard to identify and contain cases of community transmission.
Many provincial governments are taking extraordinary measures such as prohibiting large gatherings, closing schools and
shuttering restaurants, gyms and theatres.
Several provinces have declared states of public emergency in
response to the pandemic.
Where Can I Find Additional Credible Information?
Check government websites — federal, provincial and municipal — as well as the World Health Organization for the latest,
credible information regarding the novel coronavirus.
For more information on an epidemiological summary in
Canada visit: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/
diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html
Where Can I Find Provincial Testing Information?
British Columbia:
1-888-COVID-19 or healthlinkbc.ca
Alberta:
alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans
Saskatchewan:
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saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administrationand-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus
Manitoba:
1-888-315-9527 or gov.mb.ca/covid19
Ontario:
publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
Quebec:
1-877-644-4545 or quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/az/2019-coronavirus
New Brunswick:
gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/
respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html
Nova Scotia:
novascotia.ca/coronavirus
Prince Edward Island:
1-800-958-6400 or princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/covid-19
Newfoundland and Labrador:
gov.nl.ca/covid-19/
Yukon:
yukon.ca/en/information-about-novel-coronavirus-yukoners
Northwest Territories:
1-833-378-8297 or hss.gov.nt.ca/en/services/coronavirusdisease-covid-19
Nunavut:
gov.nu.ca/health/information/covid-19-novel-coronavirus
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$469,900
McCOWAN & 401

2 bedroom, 800 sq ft unit in a well maintained
building, approx 15 years old, low maintenance fees,
steps to Scarborough Town Centre.
Shows exceptionally well.

Asking only $335,000
KIPLING & DIXON

Two bdrm condo in mint shape! Move in condition.
Spacious and renovated. Building impressively spruced
up and nicely maintained. One of the best deals in
Toronto now. Close to Hwys, schools, airport, shopping,
etc.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

'We are on the brink of tremendous uncertainty...follow the health guidelines'
From page 1:
Along with Dr Doobay, Guyanese-born cardiologist, Dr VivDr Rambihar noted “a communal spirit” is needed at this
Speaking to Indo-Caribbean World last week, Dr Doobay ian Rambihar, was similarly insistent that the community follow time as COVID-19 sends its dire roots deeper into the province,
said Vishnu Mandir’s response to COVID-19’s onslaught was to the recommendations and public health guidelines.
adding, “Now it is about what you can do for the community.”
educate the community on how the coroSaid Dr RambiFor the second requirement, Dr Ramnavirus impacts on our community, and in
har: “We are in at
bihar said isolation at home should be
the wider population.
the brink right now
seen as a positive development. While
Said Dr Doobay: “I think people should
of tremendous unthe prospect of house quarantine was not
stay at home. This is number one for our
certainty. We have to
appealing to a group known for its grecommunity.”
make it up as we go
gariousness, at the same time seclusion
He also expressed concern about the inalong… to be creoffered “many opportunities to do many
creasing numbers of persons flouting what
ative and find ways
things for our community”.
up to last week were persuasive governand answers, and
Said Dr Rambihar: “Be creative, find
ment requests to avoid gathering in public.
right now to focus
ways and means to maintain contact with
Canadians were being politely asked to obon two things.”
family, friends, and the wider communiserve physical distancing, remain at home,
His first recomty. Use the phone and call friends, make
and for returning nationals to conscienmendation was the
video calls, explore the online tool Zoom,
tiously maintain self-isolation.
community follow
and meet and talk with each other while
However, late last week a few provinces,
the public health
social distancing.”
including Ontario, escalated from persuaguidelines on how
Additionally, “Read about the things
Dr Vivian Rambihar
sive requests to more punitive measures.
to avoid becoming Dr Budhendra Doobay
you always wanted to do; use the opporSaid Dr Doobay: “Those who are not affected think they’re infected by COVID-19.
tunity to exercise at home, around the yard, meditate, and focus
mightier than the coronavirus. When they get sick, only then
“Many people do; but many do not [follow recommendations on your health. This will all come to an end. What we have to do
would they appreciate the seriousness; how the virus affects ev- and public health guidelines],” he said. Additionally, “We are a is not make it get worse.”
erybody from young to old. People feel they’re invincible until social people in the West Indian community. Many of you feel
Offering support and guidance to the community, Dr Rambideath comes, or serious illness.”
[the virus infection] will not happen to you, and are continuing har said to make the best of a difficult situation was to utilise the
As with his earlier YouTube message to Vishnu Mandir’s faith- to do things like before.”
down-time productively, noting it was an opportunity to focus
ful, Dr Doobay reiterated what he said had become a “mantra”,
His advice was to follow the instructions from “good science”. on personal health, for example.
imploring members of the community to take measures to avoid
“If you don’t, then it will be big trouble. We need to flatten the
Said Dr Rambihar: “Devise routines that will keep you acthe COVID-19 infection.
curve; we need cooperation and understanding. We have to suf- tive physically and mentally. Ensure you have a purpose, such as
“We should all be very careful. Wash the hand! Wash the fer a bit for our own benefit, and for the good of the community. focusing on bettering your health… doing something everyday
hand! We can never over-emphasise this: wash the hand; and do We have to put up with hardship for ourselves, and for the older that is positive so that when you return to interacting, you have
not touch the face,” he said.
people,” he said.
not fallen into depression.”

URGENT APPEAL
FOR
KIDNEY DONATION

Satwattie Sukul
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing to
the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year old
wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
at only 5% efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St. Michaelʼs Hospital and is currently on a waiting list
for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a
transplant of one kidney.
Her blood group is ʻOʼ, which is considered a priority but in the absence of
a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would beno
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal
for anyone who might be in a position
to help save the life of his wife.

He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038 or
through his sister Rajmini at (905) 783- 0459.

McCarthy wants to make
positive change

Thrilled with the opportunity to make a difference in her
teenage years, the recently-crowned Miss Teenage Ontario
2020, Kristiana McCarthy says she plans to use the platform to
“create a positive change, not only in my community, but across
the nation”.
It was a pleasant surprise when she won the Miss Teenage
Ontario 2020 crown, she says.
New to the pageant world, the eighteen-year-old McCarthy
says she applied for the Miss Teenage Ontario pageant without expecting to win. The move was more strategic, and was
intended to acquire experience, and to help build her portfolio,
she says.
Now that she is a delegate to the title, it has opened up other
firsts for her, one of these being she is the first Indo-Caribbean
to win the Ontario pageant.
“I am rather new to the pageant world,” McCarthy says, adding, “I made my pageant debut in 2019. I placed first runner up
in the Divali Nagar pageant in Trinidad and Tobago.”
The Divali Nagar pageant is a well-recognised and patronised event, not only in Trinidad and Tobago, but by the diaspora throughout the world. McCarthy came away with major
successes in the categories for best sari, best hair, and best
talent. That she is also professionally trained in dance, which
she has been doing for the past nine years, no doubt added to
her success at this major Caribbean event.
As Miss Teenage Ontario, McCarthy says she plans to use
the platform to further her interests in intersectional feminism.
“As a woman of colour, the concept of intersectionality is
very important to me,” she notes.
Additionally, “Intersectionality is not limited to race and
ethnicity only, but it also includes gender, sexuality, class, age,
ability and faith, or lack thereof. This, paired with the importance of feminism creates a social movement that applies to
women all around the globe. Each of these categories when
combined, create a different life experience for women all
around the world, with some being more positive than others.”
McCarthy says some women have privileges that others do
not share, which the theory of intersectional feminism helps to
uncover. She notes such intersectional revelations contribute to
the recognition and acknowledgement of differences, “rather
than grouping women under the umbrella term of solely feminism”.
Along with her more cerebral and academic endeavours,
McCarthy is also a teen lead for Caribbean American Domestic
Violence Awareness, and the WE ARE ONE movement. The
latter helped donate needed items to Trinidad and Tobago during a massive flood, she says.
She has also set even more objectives that are beneficial to
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Kristiana McCarthy
the community, with one of these goals being to utilise her
reign as Miss Teenage Ontario to raise funds for the Children’s
Wish Foundation of Canada.
At this time, McCarthy is working on fundraising, her objective being to raise $3,000 in sponsorships.
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AUTHORS' AND WRITERS' CORNER

Danticat’s narratives focus on Haiti, women, and the diaspora

E

By Romeo Kaseram

dwidge Danticat was born on January 19, 1969 near
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, during the regime of François
‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier. In 1971, when she was two years
old, her father, André, left the family for New York, where he
worked as a cab driver while on a tourist visa. Her mother,
Rose, a seamstress, joined her husband two years later, leaving
Danticat and her brother, André junior, behind with an aunt,
and their uncle, Joseph.
Speaking with Maya Jaggi from The Guardian, Danticat
recalled the trauma of separation during her mother’s
departure: “At the airport my uncle had to peel me off my
mother’s body. The hardest part was not knowing if it would
be for days or years.” According to Jaggi, her parents “had no
papers in the US, and returned just once when she was seven,
when they had applied for residency”.
Meanwhile, the family had grown, with Danticat now
having two brothers born abroad. As the family grew, so did an
emotional rift, with Danticat recalling her parents’ visit, telling
Jaggi, “I felt that was the first time I saw my father; I was very
distant with him.”
Joseph gave Danticat the first books that she read, which
helped to fill the lacuna left behind by her parents, and
compensated for his lack of demonstrativeness – “[We] were
loved, but not cuddled”, she tells Jaggi. Writing in her 2002
essay My Personal Journey, Jaggi notes how Danticat’s narrative
delves even further into absences and lacunae, that Joseph’s
house was a place of shelter, but also of emptiness, with a sad,
lingering anticipation. In Danticat’s words, the house was
“filled with children whose parents had migrated to other
countries – the US, Canada, France, the Dominican Republic
– promising to send for them as soon as they were settled
abroad”. She adds, it was a “house full of kids in which we
vanished… I retreated into silence. Children are resilient, but
you get layers of sadness and melancholy.”
While her parents paid for private school, it was a place of
“hard beatings”, Jaggi tells us; also imperial and colonising,
with Danticat noting, “[If] you spoke Creole not French, the
teacher didn’t hear you”. However, there were glimpses of
sunshine in her early life, with Danticat recalling summer
visits to the mountains of Léogne, and her grandmother
narrating stories in Creole after sundown. Says Danticat of

L

ucretia jumped out of sleep without knowing why. She lay
in bed, wide awake, and scared. She listened to her dad’s
snoring in the next room. Her mom would have shaken
him awake if the disturbance had interrupted her rest. Maybe the
snore had drowned out the noise that had jumped Lucretia out of
sleep, or perhaps she had experienced a bad dream. She refused
to glance at the clock for fear of the midnight hour.
Cold sweat pasted her nightgown and light cotton bedcover
to her body. She felt a slight tug of the sheet at her foot. She
tried to convince herself that the subtly shaking bed resulted
from either the overactive imagination of a thirteen-year-old
or the pounding of fear in her heart. Or was it an involuntary
shiver from trepidation? Lucretia froze and moved only her
eyeballs to scan the darkness for evil, even though she prayed
not to encounter it.
Scratching under the bed cut her breath. The family did not
have mice since her dad had sealed the vent between the ceiling
and the walls with fine metal mesh, which resisted the little annoying animals’ attempts to gnaw through it, attracted by bread
and other covered goodies in the kitchen.
Even though Lucretia had seen evidence of mice droppings,
she had never had personal encounters with them like the
neighbor’s kids.
The children had complained of mice slicing the outer skin
off the soles of their feet while they slept. They had even shown
proof of the surgical skills of the little critters’ scalpel-sharp
oversized upper incisors.
Another series of scratches stiffened her body. She clutched
her throat to stifle a scream. Lucretia pulled up her legs and
rolled on her side into a fetal position to keep her body in the
center of the bed, away from the edges and whatever unknown
forces lurked in the dark space underneath.
“Oh, my God!” Lucretia gasped. “The Ouija Board!”
Lucretia had always made sure to tell it ‘Goodbye’ at the end
of each play session with her friends. She wondered if she had
forgotten on the last occasion and left the portal open for some
evil force to sneak into the world of the living.
She tried to push terror out of her mind with the logic that
the scratching may have come from giant tropical cockroaches
that fly around and into homes at dusk before homeowners
have a chance to close their windows for the night.
With sleep completely gone out of her eyes, She closed them
and used her memory to search back in time to activities that
may have produced a bad dream that had scared her awake.
Recollection took her back to a recurring nightmare she
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these memorable moments: “I loved the vibrant interaction
between teller and listener.” Also, she heard stories about her
grandfather and his resistance to the US occupation: “These
things are not written anywhere. Sitting with an older person
tells you another side.”
Danticat was already writing as a nine-year-old in Haiti.
Three years later, at 12, she left Haiti for New York, moving
to Brooklyn in 1981 to join her
parents in a heavily Haitian-American
neighbourhood, Wikipedia tells us.
Britannica notes Danticat encountered
some difficulty adapting to life in
the US due to her “Creole language
and Haitian dress and manners”. It
adds, “Partly as a way to escape these
unpleasant situations, she wrote stories,
a practice she had started at an early
age”.
It was her parents’ hope she would
enter medicine, Britannica adds;
however, Danticat had other ideas,
and graduated from Barnard College
in New York City in 1990 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in French
Literature. Later, she worked briefly as
a secretary, and in 1993, convocated
Edwidge
with a Master of Fine Arts degree from
Brown University, Rhode Island. Britannica notes her Masters’
thesis was a part autobiographical account of the relationships
between several generations of Haitian women. She was 25
years old when it was published as Breath, Eyes, Memory in
1994. Jaggi tells us sales for Breath, Eyes, Memory hit six figures
after it was chosen by Oprah Winfrey for the TV book club in
1998.
Danticat followed Breath, Eyes, Memory with Krik? Krak! in
1996; it was a finalist for the National Book Award. Britannica
notes her second novel, The Farming of Bones (1998), uses
as its title the Haitian term for harvesting cane, and was set
against the background of the massacre of Haitian emigrants
by Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo in 1937.
Danticat’s third novel, The Dew Breaker (2004), her third
novel, “alludes to a Creole phrase for a hitman, who comes for
his victims before the dew”, Jaggi notes. She quotes Danticat

saying the book offers a way to “look at the human face of the
[Duvalier] dictatorship. We knew the Tontons Macoutes, went
to school with their children. I wanted to explore the aftermath
on another generation.” Wikipedia also notes The Dew Breaker
to be “a collection of short stories that can either be read
together or separately, and detail the intermingled lives of
different people in Haiti and New York”. It also quotes The New
York Times, which said: “Each tale in
The Dew Breaker can stand on its own
beautifully made story, but they come
together as jigsaw-puzzle pieces to create
a picture of this man’s [a member of the
Tontons Macoutes] terrible history and
his and his victims’ afterlife.”
Also among her books is Create
Dangerously: The Immigrant Artist
at Work (2010), which is a collection
of essays, according to Britannica,
“concerning the hazards of writing
about Haiti while living in the United
States”. Britannica adds Danticat also
wrote a segment of the film Girl Rising
(2013), a collection of ten parables
about young women from around the
world seeking education under difficult
circumstances. It adds the novel Claire
Danticat
of the Sea Light (2013) “spirals outward
from the disappearance of a young girl to tell the stories of the
friends and neighbours searching for her in the Haitian seaside
town of Ville Rose”.
Danticat’s Mama’s Nightingale: A Story of Immigration and
Separation (2015), is a children’s book about a young Haitian
immigrant to the US whose mother is imprisoned for not
having proper documentation. Her Untwine (2015), is a novel
for young adults, and looks at “the ramifications of a tragic
accident that befalls a pair of twins”, according to Britannica.
In The Art of Death: Writing the Final Story (2017), Danticat
recounts her own mother’s passing, while exploring how other
writers have depicted death.
Wikipedia tells us that although Danticat lives in the US, she
still considers Haiti to be her home.
Sources for this exploration: The Guardian; Wikipedia; and
Britannica.

The Supernatural

The Terror Within

used to have during her summer vacation with her grandparents in the village where they lived.
In the days before electricity came to the village, the old
neighbor next door had died. Lucretia’s natural seven-year-old
curiosity sent her crawling out of bed and tiptoeing to a second-floor window to peek down through the neighbor’s open
window. Her heart thumped at the sight of the shrouded corpse
lying on ice in an aluminum body tray in the living room of the
one-story wooden house next door.
Lucretia gasped with fright when the dead woman’s evil eyes
flipped open and glared at her with eyeballs that reflected the
orange light of the full moon shining on her bony, wrinkled
face. Throughout her life, the old woman was suspected of performing black magic rituals against her alleged enemies.
Lucretia scrambled back to bed on weak knees and a churning stomach. An instant fever made her delirious. Her grandma
heard her loud moans and thrashing around on the bed. Her
grandmother came over to investigate and called Lucretia’s
grandfather with panic in her voice. They calmed her and
brought her over to their bed, where they performed some
religious rituals to settle her down. She stayed in their bed for
the rest of the night.

Kamil
Ali

Sleeping between her grandparents for the next week gave
Lucretia comfort. Still, it did not stop the nightmares from
invading her dreams and making her scream whenever the old
lady’s face contorted into a snarling clown with loud eerie and
haunting giggles that deafened her.
During the days, Lucretia glanced over her shoulders often
and never wandered away from her grandparents during her
waking moments. She jumped at every unexpected sound.
Unlike previous vacations in the country which ended
too soon, Lucretia welcomed the sight of her parents halfway
through her holidays. She needed to get away from that Satan
worshipping neighbor.
After Lucretia returned to the city and never returned to the
village for vacation, the nightmares gradually faded over time
and disappeared completely.
Now, six years later, Lucretia was faced with another horror
that she had unwittingly created as an experiment.
At the funeral of a dead relative whom she perceived as a
lover of children, she had no fears when she followed her parents to view the body in the coffin.
Once at the deceased’s head, she stared at the closed eyelids
and requested the relative’s protection as a spiritual guide and
guardian angel to watch over her.
Nothing happened for a few months, but she found that
the clown face had started creeping back into her dreams and
frightening her awake, making her tense whenever she heard a
strange noise. She was sure that the clown had awakened her,
even though she had not remembered the nightmare.
Had the evildoer slipped back into Lucretia’s world by deceit? There was only one way to find out.
Lucretia took a deep breath and steeled her nerves. She
hopped off the bed in a blinding flash of movement and snatched
the Ouija game box from under the bed and dived back onto the
bed. She instantly moved the game-piece to ‘Goodbye.’
The game shook violently. A blood-curdling screech emanated from it and faded into the depths of hell, dispelling Lucretia’s
fears forever.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Myths, Legends, and Folklore from
the Caribbean and around the world

Stranded nationals seek a way home
Port-of-Spain – Attorneys representing the 32 Trinidad and Tobago nationals
currently in Suriname were last week finishing applications to submit to Minister
of National Security Stuart Young for their
clients to re-enter Trinidad and Tobago.

Kam Ali

Trinidad and Tobago’s borders were
locked down last month in an attempt to
prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Both nationals and non-nationals are
not being allowed entry.
Attorney Gerald Ramdeen said all
members of the group in Suriname, who
travelled there on official duties, had no issue with self-quarantine when they return.
“We are in the process of doing the ap-

plications right now. What I want you to
know is that all of them have agreed to go
into quarantine, or abide by whatever other
measures the State has in place, or requires
them to do. Once we have completed the
applications, it will be sent to the minister
immediately,” Ramdeen last week.
Ramdeen said his intervention on behalf
of the nationals stranded in Suriname was
in response to a letter from Minister Young.
In that letter, Young stated whoever wanted
to return to Trinidad and Tobago should
make individual applications to him.
However, once an application is made
by an individual, it does not necessarily
mean the minister will allow entry. Young
has the legal authority to grant or refuse
access to anyone into the country.
Last Wednesday, Ramdeen and attorney Umesh Maharaj issued a pre-action
protocol letter to Young over his decision
to close the borders, which had the effect
of preventing the 32 nationals from reentering this country until further notice.
Maharaj and Ramdeen said the policy
was exceptionally “uncaring and callous
and is opposite to that of every other civilised state battling the global pandemic”.
According to the attorneys, the 32 nationals have not been experiencing any
symptoms of the COVID-19 virus. They
were in Suriname in professional capacities, working in the oil and gas and services sector on behalf of Trinidad and
Tobago-based companies.

Port-of-Spain – Religious leaders in
Trinidad and Tobago last week urged
nationals to utilise the down-time during the national two-week shutdown to
reconnect with others, experience faith,
and find purpose. The leaders made the
call for unity and introspection during
‘A Day of Prayer with Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley’.
Leaders of different faiths called on the
population to give in to love and hope
rather than fear and despair, and to view
the COVID-19 pandemic shutdown of
non-essential services as a God-given
chance for rebirth into a better people.
Religious heads joined Rowley and his
wife, Sharon. The event was streamed on
social media.
Its aim was to provide services to people who would have turned to their faith
for comfort, but were now housebound
due to self-isolation to prevent spread of
COVID-19 coronavirus.
Included were heads of the Christian,
Hindu, Muslim, Catholic and Baptist
faiths. Each representative issued a common message of hope, and that God in-

tended for Trinidad and Tobago, as well
as the world, to emerge renewed from the
scourge of the coronavirus. It was a time
to stop and review what is important, the
religious leaders said.
Among the leaders was Pundit Parasram Maharaj, who expressed confidence
that the country would navigate its way
out of the COVID-19 crisis. Pundit Maharaj noted that Trinidad and Tobago has
faced many challenges before, and always
emerged strong. He gave the reassurance
it can do so again.
In performing Sunday Mass, Roman
Catholic Archbishop Fr Jason Gordon
said the shutdown until April 15 should
be viewed as God’s attempt to “bring us
out of our grave”.
Gordon said the country was already
living a “death”, as it witnessed a rising
murder toll and declining quality of life. It
was a “death” far worse than what is being
promised or threatened by COVID-19.
Being closed-in together, while presenting challenges, was also an opportunity for healing and forgiveness within
families and relationships, Gordon said.
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Now panic buying for medications
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Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s
pharmacies were last week hit with panic
buying, causing pharmacists to voice concern that immune booster and regular
medications could run low.
On Friday Pharmacy Board president, Andrew Rahaman, said the trend of
people buying medication three and four
months in advance, and suppliers running low, were becoming major concerns.
The COVID-19 pandemic has created
uncertainty for many patients, and they
were consequently stocking up on medication, he said.
Said Rahaman: “For those who can
afford, instead of buying one month’s
supply, they are buying three and four
months in advance, [which is leading to]
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a higher demand. I foresee it will cause
other drugs to run out from the wholesalers. When people were buying one month
at a time, it gave the wholesalers and
pharmacies time to replenish the quantities. The way they are buying now may
create a problem. “
Rahaman said the demand for regular
medication to treat diabetes, high blood
pressure, and other ailments, outside
of the Chronic Disease Assistance Programme, is now at an all-time high as
customers have little confidence that their
medication will be available.
He added that unlike many supermarkets that limited the number of items a
customer can purchase during the panic
buying frenzy, his board is yet to take a
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Attorney Gerald Ramdeen
In the letter, both attorneys stated:
“While other countries treat as paramount
the safety and security of their citizens
wherever they may be, this government
prides itself on transferring the responsibility to ensure the safety and security of its
citizens to other sovereign states.”
Last week, Young said: “I accept that I
have a discretion under the Regulation to
permit the entry into Trinidad of aircraft
carrying passengers. That discretion will
be exercised having regard to the individual circumstances of each case, and the
need to balance the hardship which may
be caused to persons wishing to enter
Trinidad and Tobago, on the one hand,
and the pressing responsibility to protect
and safeguard the health and well-being
of all residents, on the other.”
Based on this response by Young to
another stranded national, that Ramdeen
said his clients decided to file individual
applications for exemption.

Pundit Parasram Maharaj

Archbishop Fr Jason Gordon
decision to limit the quantity of medication customers can buy.
Earlier this month India restricted
export of some of its drugs in a move to
ensure a supply to its population. India
supplies medication to Trinidad and Tobago, including some on the CDAP list.
Apart from medication, Rahaman said
there is also an increase in sales for immune boosters.
“All the immune boosters are running
low, and in some pharmacies there is no
more. A lot of things for fever, especially for children, you can’t get; the brand
names are not available. Quite a few thing
have become scarce already, and we cannot get our stocks replenished,” he said.
Rahaman noted the shortage of immune boosters is not only affecting the
pharmacies, but suppliers are now reporting shortages.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Persad-Bissessar praises health care workers
Port-of-Spain – Opposition
Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar last
week expressed gratitude to healthcare workers on the frontline in Trinidad and Tobago leading the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic.
She also urged non-essential personnel to stay at home in order to flatten
the curve.
She praised healthcare workers,
thanking them for being the nation’s
heroes, saying, “Our healthcare professionals have been doing an amazing job, and I want to thank them. To
all our nurses, doctors, paramedics,
and hospital staff who are all on the
front line of this national fight, you
are national heroes,” she said.
Persad-Bissessar also addressed
the nation, saying, “My friends, I
know that many of you are worried
at this time… I urge everyone to remain calm. Now more than ever we
must be our brothers’ and sisters’
keepers.”
Last week it was announced by the
government that a third person had
died from the coronavirus. PersadBissessar said the latest death was sad
news, while expressing condolences
to the deceased person’s “family, families, friends and loved ones”.
“[I] pray that you find comfort in
this time of sorrow,” she said.
Persad-Bissessar also emphasised
the importance of working together
while engaging in physical distancing
to contain this virus. She said the example of dire consequence is notable
in other countries when the simple
guidelines, such as hand-washing,

Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
self-isolation, and physical distancing, are not followed.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “Let us
ensure our healthcare system is not
overwhelmed, and we have many
more persons recovering.”
She added, “My fellow citizens, at
this critical time, we must all play a
part in the national fightback against
COVID-19. We must all face this crisis together.”
She also reminded nationals of
Trinidad and Tobago’s watchwords:
Together we aspire. Together we

achieve, saying, “Together, we will
emerge from this crisis a stronger
and more united people.”
Persad-Bissessar said in this “time
of great uncertainty, we turn to
prayer to find solace and hope”.
She added: “Let us lift our hearts.
Let us show the strength in our diversity, many different religions,
praying for our country. I encourage everyone to keep our nation, our
health care and frontline workers in
our prayers daily. Stay safe everyone!
And may God bless our nation.”

Chaos with lockdown order - Moonilal
Port-of-Spain – Oropouche
UNC MP Dr Roodal Moonilal said
last week the announcement by the
government of a stay-at-home order
caused “mass confusion and panic”.
He added it led to a mad scramble
where persons overwhelmed groceries and other business places.
Last Thursday the government announced that only essential services
would be able to operate; it released a
list the next day.
Said Moonilal: “It was unbelievable to hear the leader of the government announce in typically hard-talk
fashion a national lockdown of nonessential services in one breath. And
in another, tell us that he did not
know what is essential and what is
not, because they were still working
that out.”
He added, “So, the Prime Minister
provoked national panic.”
Moonilal said the list revealed on
Friday was so general that the implementation of the policy could lead to
serious abuses by law enforcement.
“It seems that the non-essential
people are the unemployed and the
limers,” he said.
Moonilal also cited what Chamber
of Commerce chief executive Gabriel
Faria said, that there was no consultation with the business community
on the stay-at-home order.
He also noted there was no need for
the three-day delay between the announcement and the implementation
of the stay-at-home order, since the
virus was given three days to roam free.
“This 72-hour period is a deadly
delay,” he said. Additionally, the virus

Port-of-Spain – Invoking the
metaphor of war against the deadly
COVID-19 pandemic, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley last week called
on nationals to “take cover”, saying
the best offence was defence by retreating and staying at home.
Rowley made the call during an address to the nation on Sunday night,
hours before the country was shut
down for two weeks until April 15.
He warned that COVID-19 will
continue to infect more people, and
possibly claim more lives.
“We expect that in the coming
weeks the situation will change, not
for the better, because the models
show that we expect more infections
and possibly more loss of life. What
we are trying to do is to minimise
those numbers by our response and
behaviour, which simply said withdraw and isolate,” he said.
Rowley drew his metaphor from
the two World wars, pointing out that
outside of the Port-of-Spain General
Hospital at Memorial Park, there is
a memorial that holds the names of
many who fought to defend Trinidad
and Tobago.
“There are names there from the
Great War of 1914 to 1918, the First
World War, and there are names there
from the Second World War 1939 to
1945, those who lost their lives in defence of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago,” he said.
He added, “We are at war today.
The difference between this war and
those world wars were that those who
picked up arms to defend us carried
guns, fired bullets. The war that we are
fighting now is an invisible enemy, a
microbe pathogen that you will not
see with the naked eye,” he said.
Rowley said soldiers in both wars
were injured by incoming bullets and
cannons and the casualties were immediately seen. However, when the
COVID-19 struck, it took days before casualties emerged.
Then, during the wars, the instructions were to aim and fire, Rowley said. “Today the instructions are
to take cover, meaning stay home.

Dr Keith Rowley
Do not congregate. Isolate and quarantine yourself,” he said.
With COVID-19, the enemy
passed from one person to another
silently, he noted. Also, during the
war years, fighters were selected for
their height, strength, and weight.
“Today every single one of us
has to be a soldier because the enemy could come from any one of us;
therefore, we have to be extra careful,” he said.
Rowley noted the elderly were
vulnerable to the virus because their
immune systems were weaker. However, also troublesome is recently
young children are also emerging as
vulnerable.
“The most wide-ranging law in this
war is the law of common sense,” he
said. It was his hope common sense
would prevail in the population.
Said Rowley: “In this war, the main
weapon is basic hygiene. That is not
written in any law. Even if it’s written,
the law cannot guarantee that hands
will be washed and faces will not be
touched. Such is the nature of the
response today going forward, that
is the antidote that is present and,
until a vaccine becomes available, it’s
the best and only weapon we have, so
please let common sense prevail and
let personal responsibility be your
contribution.”

S&P lowers T&T’s credit rating
UNC MP Dr Roodal Moonilal
would not wait until “the Cinderella
hour” of midnight… to infect persons and threaten health and lives.
Moonilal said the shopping malls
and other shops could have been
closed immediately upon the announcement on Thursday.
“The government appears to be
making policy as they walk into the
press conferences. They have the
habit of making uncooked policy announcements,” he added.
He also criticised the “obscene defiance of the lockdown” by Finance
Minister Colm Imbert.
Last week, Imbert sent out a release stating that “notwithstanding
the restrictions on activities that were
announced” by Rowley, the offices of
the Board of Inland Revenue would
remain opened to allow taxpayers to
make quarterly payments on corpo-
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ration and income tax that were due.
“That would entail lines at BIR
and that is a complete defiance of
the government’s own policy,” Moonilal said. He also noted the date of
the declaration of the coronavirus as
a dangerous infectious disease by the
President was January 31, 2020.
He said when the Prime Minister
was sprinkling powder on all those
close to him on Carnival Monday and
Tuesday, it was one month after the
government had declared the virus to
be “dangerous, infectious and certain
to come to Trinidad and Tobago”.
Moonilal said notwithstanding
the “lockdown”, there has been no
discernible sign of increased patrols
along the southwest peninsula where
illegal and unscreened migrants continue to come in, posing a serious
health threat.

Port-of-Spain – Following the
global collapse of oil and gas prices
in the wake of the COVId-19 pandemic, S&P Global Ratings last week
lowered Trinidad and Tobago’s longterm foreign and local currency
sovereign credit ratings to “BBB-”
from “BBB”. However, S&P noted
that Trinidad and Tobago’s outlook
is stable.
At the same time, S&P Global Ratings lowered its short-term foreign
and local currency sovereign credit
ratings to “A-3” from “A-2”. S&P
Global Ratings also revised down
its transfer and convertibility assessment to “BBB” from “BBB+”.
According to S&P Global Ratings,
the decision to revise downwards
Trinidad and Tobago’s sovereign rating was based on expected lower oil
and gas prices over the next several
years that it estimates will impact the
government revenues and lead to
larger increases in net general government debt.
S&P Global rating said the stable
outlook balances the risk that lower
hydrocarbon prices may lead to
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greater deterioration in the country’s
growth, external finances, or interest burden, with its expectation that
the government’s financial assets will
provide a safeguard for economic
volatility.
“The stable outlook reflects our
expectation that lower oil and gas
prices will lead to larger increases in
net general government debt, a fall in
exports that will contribute to a moderate current account deficit, and an
economic contraction in 2020. Nevertheless, we believe that the government’s liquid external assets provide
some flexibility to mitigate the impact of lower prices,” the report read.
Trinidad and Tobago is expecting
to have a (TT) $5 billion shortfall in
revenue in this fiscal year due to the
impact of lower demand for energy
and with it a massive fall in oil and
gas prices.

Advertise in ICW
905-738-5005

BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

The strange tale of actor Raj Kiran – lost and found

R

By Reena Daruwalla
emember that hauntingly beautiful melody "Tum itna
jo muskura rahi ho" and the shy faced, sensitive actor in
Mahesh Bhatt’s acclaimed film Arth, as he cuts a small
pastry to celebrate the birthday of Shabana Azmi’s character in
the film? That man is Bollywood actor Raj Kiran, who at the
time showed great promise with his histrionic ability, and who
then seemed to fall off the face of the earth.
For 10 years, no one knew where Raj Kiran was but with
the efforts of his co-stars from the past, such as Rishi Kapoor
and Deepti Naval, he was located – at a psychiatric facility in
Atalanta in the United States. This led to the splashing of news
headlines all over the news channels “Hero Pagalkhaane Mein”
screamed Aaj Tak, “Actor Raj Kiran found in mental asylum in
US” says a CNN IBN news headline. In turn NDTV’s reportage of the mysterious actor was Raj Kiran – Languishing in an
Asylum.
Raj Kiran Mehtani is probably best known for his portrayal
of Raj in the film Arth where he plays the role of the man with
unrequited love for Pooja (Shabana Azmi), and his portrayal
of Ravi Verma in the cult Bollywood film Karz – the role of the
man who is killed by Simi Grewal’s character and who is reincarnated as Monty Oberio (Rishi Kapoor). In Karz, clever use
was made of the resemblance that Raj Kiran and Rishi Kapoor
had to each other, to create the saga of reincarnation.
Additionally Raj Kiran had acted in films such as Shikshaa
(his first film), Yeh Kaisa Insaaf, Patita, the commercial success Ghar ek Mandir, the critically acclaimed Hip Hip Hurray,
Ilzaam, Teri Meherbaniyan and many others. He has done character roles in over a hundred films and was an acknowledged
talent in Bollywood.
After his stint in Bollywood that lasted about a decade (from

Raj Kiran
1970 to about 1980) movie audiences saw and heard little of
him. After he disappeared from the film firmament, he was reportedly deserted by his family and became mentally unstable
and for a decade or so was presumed dead.
His family consisted of wife Kathija Nachiyar and son
named Tipu Sultan and brothers Govind Mehtani and Ajit
Mehtani. Kiran’s family supposedly deserted him because of his

mood swings and this was the breaking point for him.
Some years ago actress Shabana Azmi had met him in a
mental asylum in Mumbai when he seemed confused but then
showed some signs of lucidity. She then hoped of her colleague’s recovery.
Deepti Naval posted a message on her Facebook page,
“Looking for a friend from the film world his name is Raj Kiran
— we have no news of him —last heard he was driving a cab in
NY city if anyone has any clue, please tell.”
Similarly Rishi Kapoor, his Karz co-star, who remembered
Raj as a clever and well read person whom he got along really
well with, wondered where the actor had disappeared to and
was disturbed about his colleague’s whereabouts. “How can
a colleague with whom I shared some really good times just
vanish from the face of earth? I decided to look up Raj’s elder
brother Govind Mehtani to find out about Raj,” Kapoor was
quoted as having said.
Raj Kiran was then staying and working at the institution in
Atlanta, where he paid for his treatment by working there as
well, it was discovered.
Rishi Kapoor wanted to bring Raj Kiran “back where he
belongs”, presuming that once a fine actor always a fine actor should be able to recreate a place for himself in the film
industry. He issued a personal assurance that he would help the
former actor reestablish himself in the industry.
Mahesh Bhatt recalls the similar case of Parveen Babi when
she had a mental breakdown and then died tragically. Parveen
Babi had demonstrated symptoms of schizophrenia and had
even filed petitions in Mumbai courts naming Bill Clinton and
Amitabh Bachchan as accused who were supposedly trying to
kill her.
These are sad tales of individuals unable to handle the pressures of the arc lights or perhaps just the personal pressures of
life; whose misfortunes are bandied about in the press simply
because they are or were at some point in the public arena.
While Parveen Babi was beyond help, one wished that there
was hope for the really fine actor that was Raj Kiran – that that
smiling visage will once again grace the silver screen.

Bollywood gets better at portraying crimes against women, but still has miles to go
With the four men convicted of raping and murdering a
young woman being hanged, one chapter in India’s history
of aggravated sexual assault has ended but the framework in
which the violence took place still exists, albeit a little weaker –
and Bollywood, say experts, is a critical pillar of that structure.
A bewildering number of mainstream Hindi films, right
from the 60s to the 90s, figured graphic portrayals of rape with
lascivious villains and helpless heroines.
And while things have changed with films such as “Pink",
"Thappad" and the post #MeToo-set "Guilty" that deal with
consent, domestic violence and society's treatment of rape
survivors, sexual violence against women is still used as a tool
to forward the story of the protagonist, mostly male, in films as
recent as "Kaabil" and "Simmba".
This concept is known as ''fridging'' in cinema.
"Bollywood has normalised rape... Masculinity is an important narrative device in Bollywood cinema: strong masculinity
and the threats to it," sociologist Sanjay Srivastava told PTI.
"There is a long history to this, particularly relating to the
division between ''good'' and ''bad'' women where rape was
frequently presented as an instrument of control. Bollywood
has presented rape as a relationship between men: if a woman
is raped, it is the men of the family who are insulted because
(they feel) they have been unable to ''protect'' the women of the
family," he explained.
In film historian SMM Ausaja’s view, only a few Hindi films
focus on the crime. In most cases, the plot becomes more about
the ''hero'' extracting revenge from the bad guys.
"It''s always just an element of the narrative and to draw
the revenge story forward… in ''Andha Kanoon'', for instance,
Rajinikanth's sister was raped and then the revenge story goes
forward. There are so many movies like that," Ausaja told PTI.
The December 16, 2012 gangrape, which sparked nationwide
protests and led to a change in India’s rape laws, also inspired
introspective documentaries and a Netflix series "Delhi Crime"
focusing on the police investigation into the crime,
Of the six accused, one allegedly committed suicide in Tihar
jail while another, a juvenile, is out after serving a three-year
sentence.
"Delhi Crime" is probably the only fictionalised account
that engaged with the topic in a sensitive yet matter-of-fact
approach, a narrative style that "Broadchurch" and "Unbelievable" employed to critical acclaim. While the former is a British
series set in a fictional English town in Dorset, the latter is an
American show based on a 2015 news article.
Canadian Indian filmmaker Richie Mehta, in an earlier
interview to PTI, said he did not want to depict the crime in the
series neither in visuals nor audio form.
"I was very clear from the beginning that I didn''t want to
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A still from 'Thappad'.
showcase the rape scene because I wanted the series to be about
the procedure, not the crime," the “Delhi Crimes” director said.
"We weren''t harnessing the pain, we were harnessing the
strength of being able to catch the culprits," actor Shefali Shah,
who fronted the critically-acclaimed show, had said.
The incident was also the focus of British filmmaker Leslee
Udwin's documentary "India's Daughter", which was banned
in India. The documentary featured an interview with Mukesh
Singh, one of the convicts who was executed last Friday, confessing to the crime.
In Hindi films dealing with the topic of rape, there is a trend
of replacing men with women as avengers.
"Mom", starring Sridevi, and "Maatr" with Raveena Tandon,
which released back-to-back in 2017, revolved around the leading women avenging the gangrape of their daughters.
Rani Mukerji's 2014 film "Mardaani" features a female cop
fighting a gang of women traffickers and in the 2019 follow up,
a juvenile rapist, a character derived from real life incidents.
Mukerji said the "Mardaani" franchise was born "out of the
rage" the country felt after the gangrape.
"The first film was obviously, born out of the rage that we
felt for Nirbhaya. I think as a country, we all were quite angered
and shaken up. Because that was the first time through the me-

dia, we actually got to know the gory details of what happened
to that woman," the actor had said in an interview at the time
of the film''s release.
According to Tandon, Indian cinema has started portraying
gangrape cases in a sensitive manner.
"We have become quite aware and sensitised towards the
issue, which wasn't probably so in the '70s and '80s. The trend
started changing in the '90s. It is something that now whether
it is our filmmakers, actors, everyone portrays this sensitively.
It is an issue which needs to be taken up even more seriously,"
she told PTI.
Bollywood has often been called out for using harassment
as a wooing method and the industry does not fare well in its
dealing with crimes related to women.
Innumerable films have used ''fridging'' as a plot device – the
most notable being "Ankush" in 1986 and "Mohra" in 1994. And
more recently, Hrithik Roshan's "Kaabil", Sanjay Dutt-Aditi Rao
Hydari's "Bhoomi" and Ranveer Singh-starrer "Simmba" in 2018.
There are some standout films. Rekha-Vinod Mehra-starrer
"Ghar" in 1978, for instance, dealt sensitively with the subject
with the dynamic between a woman who has been gangraped
and her husband, shorn of the excessive melodrama that is a
part of so many films.
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CRICKET

Sehwag's early dismissal, India's defensive shell, Ganguly's form and crowd jeers - the rollicking Day 5 had
all the makes of a gripping thriller that culminated in Pakistan's series-levelling victory
Sehwag's early dismissal, India's defensive shell, Ganguly's form and crowd jeers - the rollicking Day 5 had all
the makes of a gripping thriller that culminated in Pakistan's series-levelling victory

Forgotten classics: India vs Pakistan, 2005, Bangalore

O

By Vineet Anantharaman, Cricbuzz

n a scale of life's realities that range from underplaying to stretching the truth, India-Pakistan is brutally
amplified exaggeration. Everyone has an opinion and
each one of that everyone wants it to be heard. From heads of
states to wannabe heads of states; from NGOs to the UN; from
right-wing extremists to wannabe right-wing extremists; from
television experts to television experts turned Youtubers; from
poster worshippers to TV smashers, you can't not have colour
in your buildup.
Alas, that's where the colour ends, for when the action slips
into the whites, it's more often than not either dull, or anticlimactic, or one-sided, and simply disappointing.
Not Bangalore 2005, which took place 15 years ago last week.
This was a time when the FTP between these two teams was
being honoured, and they were playing each other a little too
frequently. It was the return tour, the one where the 'friendship
of 2004' was being reciprocated with hospitality.
Pakistan, still under the hangover of the humiliation of conceding the series to India at home without any real fight, were
0-1 down in a three-Test series, a scoreline that could just as easily have been 0-2 had it not been for an utterly un-Pakistan rearguard at Mohali. Chinnaswamy gave them the hope to equalise. In fact, from 1995 to 2010, Chinnaswamy gave every visitor
more than just hope. It was the perfect host, where the home
side just wouldn't win.
Anil Kumble had been a thorn in this Pakistan side. It's not
that their batting came with a reputation for being sensible, but
Kumble had thus far made a bunny out of the one guy who tried
to be – Inzamam-ul-Haq – dismissing him seven times in as
many matches. "He has got more than 450 wickets, and not all of
them have come against us," Inzamam tried to justify after losing
the second Test in Kolkata.
"I am confident we can draw level at Bangalore. All our batsmen are in form, we just need to be stronger in the mind and
need a combined effort."
Meanwhile, the curator in-charge had taken it upon himself
to put the city's road contractors to shame, churning out a sleeping beauty of a track with the potential to last an entire season.
He'd clearly gone down the overt defensive route; maybe the
Indian think-tank had gone down this route too. They'd rather
keep the 1-0, secure the series, secure their jobs, secure their
homes from the chances of being vandalised.
So Pakistan chose to bat. Inzamam was the superstar, Younis Khan his sidekick, and together, they were just poetry. That's
what Test cricket allows, the survival of the fittest and the fattest
in equal measure. Pakistan eventually finished with 570 in just
under two days, something that's usually enough to eliminate
one of the three possible results. Just not when Virender Sehwag
is in the opposition ranks.
Sehwag in his mood does no poetry, he does a rap, throwing
punch after punch while making practically everyone who dares
to come midway look like a fool. On day three, while he was
whistling around at a strike-rate of nearly 80, the others were
prodding, pushing, chipping, doing what you're meant to do in
a Test match.
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The punches then sting a lot more during the pressers when
he comes up with, "I found no-one difficult today". Which made
one wonder who would take more offence – the Pakistani bowlers or his fellow batters. Seam, pace, bounce, spin, sledges, he
had the same answer for everything en route his double-ton – a
smack.
But the rest of the Indian batting collapsed to hand over a
significant lead before Shahid Afridi cut loose and Inzamam decided to gamble with the declaration, giving India a sniff with a
target of 358 on the final day.
"We will definitely go for a win," confirmed VVS Laxman at
the end of day four while speaking to the press. "The start is very
important. The way Sehwag plays, anything is possible."
Ten minutes into the morning, and with a couple of plays and
misses already, Gautam Gambhir decided to poke a little harder
at an Abdul Razzaq delivery that was already angling across.
It found a crack, deviated some more, and had a loud woody
sound as it went past the bat. It could only have been the edge.
Simon Taufel didn't hear it.
A couple of balls later, Sehwag flirted at a Mohammad Sami
lifter. Inzamam couldn't take it any longer. It was Sehwag on this
occasion after all, and the Pakistan captain jumped from first
slip, charged halfway down the pitch and let out a massive appeal in the umpire's face, angrily waving his hands as he did so.
Lo and behold, he got exactly what you get with such pressure
appeals: a one-match ban.
The first hour was seen out without casualty for India's sake –
albeit with a lot of fuss. Then came the twist.
Gambhir tapped one gently into the leg-side, Sehwag aimlessly wandered down the pitch, Razzaq charged in from midon with one stump to aim at before swooping in to throw that
stump down. Sehwag had once said the calling between him and
Gambhir was "aankhon aankhon me" (with eye contact only).
Alas, this one could've been averted with some use of the mouth.
One expected India to slow down, but they went the entire
extreme and just shut up shop. To put things into context, they
were going at 3.67 runs per over while Sehwag was around, and
1.91 after he departed. Such is the shell that Sachin Tendulkar
and Rahul Dravid went into that they simply refused to put anything away.
"I was upset at that point because I knew that my dismissal
meant that we would not win," Sehwag would go on to write in
his newspaper column a couple of days later. "I saw myself as the
only batsman who could score at four-an-over since the rest of
our batsmen are more correct and conventional Test cricketers.
In my mind I felt that the rest would be able to draw the game
but I was the only one capable of winning it."
Wide half-volleys, drag downs, full tosses, looped up stuff they left everything, and when they bothered to use their bat,
they blocked.
"The moment they lost Sehwag, they went on the defensive
and that surprised me. That helped us set attacking fields. I did
not have to worry about giving away runs and could concentrate
on wickets," Inzamam said at the end of the match.
Sixty three balls was all Dravid could middle his defence for,
before the 64th was a slight explosion off a good length from offie Arshad Khan, taking the glove for Younis at silly point to go

one-handed. Laxman didn't last long either, and in between, as
if to prove how desperately they'd gone into a blockathon, played
out a period of 52 balls with Tendulkar in which not a single run
was scored.
Sourav Ganguly, on the back of a horrible run of scores
through the series, came to the middle to join Tendulkar with
approximately 45 overs left to be played out. It was the last
known batting pair.
A section of the crowd began shouting, "We want Karthik,
we want Karthik" as Ganguly walked out. A few of them even
had a congratulatory poster ready for when he touched double
digits. Ganguly didn't let them have the joy of using it, scratching around for a while before going for an expansive drive to a
googly that he just hadn't read.
"I didn't know what happened. I hadn't heard the ball hitting
the stumps and I was waiting for the umpire's confirmation," Ganguly said later. Yes, bowled right through the gate. And the Chinnaswamy booed. They could see this coming from a distance.
The equation: 40 overs. Five wickets. A session and a half.
Never mind the runs.
More men crowded the bat, seven of them now. Tendulkar
kept blocking. Dinesh Karthik dared not do anything else. Just
moments before tea, Sami unleashed a fierce short one at Tendulkar who fended it away awkwardly to short leg. It was a regulation catch, but Asim Kamal found a way to juggle it a couple of
times and still not hold on.
Rule one of Indo-Pak cricket, you don't drop Sachin Tendulkar. Rule two of Indo-Pak cricket, you don't drop Sachin Tendulkar. Rule infinity of Indo-Pak cricket, you don't drop Sachin
Tendulkar. India lived to fight on.
More blocks. More maidens. More men around the bat. Nearly an hour is seen off.
Afridi kept firing them in, and after every ball that beat Ten-

Virender Sehwag
dulkar, smiled as if looking for acknowledgement. The master
was happy to oblige, often nodding in appreciation. Just over
an hour remained, and Afridi got one to go straight on. Sachin
groped, gloved and Kamal had his redemption. Afridi set off on
a celebratory run to square leg. Inzamam had never run faster
in his life to hunt someone down, not even that Toronto heckler
in the stands.
"Perhaps playing for a draw was not such a good idea since
most of our batsmen are cast in the stroke playing mould. Even
at tea, the general mood was that we would scratch out a draw.
The possibility of defeat dawned on us when Sachin Tendulkar
got out. There were still 20 overs left and we knew that the remaining batsmen would not be able to play out time with umbrella fields in operation," Sehwag continued in his column.
Yes, India didn't survive.
Kumble tried, even putting his more illustrious batsmen to
shame with his batting approach, but India were all out 25 minutes short of stumps. Pakistan equalised, clinically.
Unlike the mad slogging of the first innings that triggered the
Indian dismissals, these were all attritionally-executed ones under the pressure that was built up, ball by ball. And this was the
weakest a Pakistan side had been in a decade, without a bowling spearhead, under a captain one loss away from being sacked,
with the wounds of having been blanked 0-3 in Australia still
fresh, against a number two-ranked Indian side playing at full
strength. They could give themselves some credit.
It is curious then why nobody really talks about this match
over some of the other mundane games in the rivalry. Perhaps
because the footage is lost somewhere in the change of broadcasters; perhaps because Chennai 1999 was still very close for
comparisons; perhaps because a standing ovation given to the
opposition makes for better storytelling over the Indian captain
being jeered by his own crowd.
"We had decided to play normal cricket and weren't thinking
about the target. After lunch we got a bit defensive and lost a few
wickets as a result. It wasn't a conscious effort to get defensive
but it cost us the game," Ganguly said at the end of it.
More boos. That's the animal spirit an India-Pakistan game
brings out even in the most civilised of places. So what if Pakistan
played better, you're just not allowed to lose. See – brutally amplified exaggeration of life's realities. But it better be nothing else.
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ICC postpones World Cup
qualifiers due to Covid-19

Four stroke: Fredericks after a powerful strike, his eyes on the ball as it races to the boundary

Fredericks took on giants Thompson, Lillee

Prowess with the bat made him a metaphor for success

R

By Romeo Kaseram

oy Clifton Fredericks was born on November 11, 1942,
in Blairmont, Berbice, in what was then British Guiana.
As David Foot writes in The Guardian (September 7,
2000), he was “blessed with good eyes, fast feet and sturdy
forearms”, a combination that made him an ideal subject for
the cricket bat, which “as in the case of so many boys from the
Caribbean, [was] the natural metaphor for progress”.
Standing at five feet four inches tall, in a word, he
“announced himself in top-class cricket with 127 and 115 in
the 1967 Shell Series match against Barbados, P. M. Walker
writes in Wisden (November 11, 2019). Walker notes that in
the following season, Fredericks scored a “patient 57” against
MCC, a performance that “earned him selection for the West
Indian party that toured Australia”.
If as Foot tells us, the bat was a metaphor for a young
Caribbean man’s progress, then Fredericks was well on the way
to a successful career. Walker notes that Fredericks averaged
33.87 during the Australian tour, with a highest score of 76. By
1969, he was flourishing at the wicket, and in Walker’s words,
“was the only batsman in the West Indian party to score over
1,000 runs” in what was a short tour. He averaged 45.28, scoring three centuries, with a highest score of 64 in the Tests.
Writing in the website cricbuzz.com, Bharath Ramaraj
invokes the David versus Goliath trope in describing
Fredericks attacking the formidable Australian pacers, telling
us he was “a diminutive left-handed opening batsman, who
stood up to the mighty fast bowlers of 1970s with aplomb”. He
adds, “Even now… cricket lovers romanticise Fredericks pulling and hooking Jeff Thomson and Dennis Lillee with bravado
to notch up a sparkling knock of 169 in just 145 deliveries in a
Test match played at the WACA in 1975-76.”
It was a century that inspired the rest of the team, with
Fredericks reaching 100 in 71 balls, then the quickest time
ever. The groundswell from Fredericks achievement lifted
the West Indies to its only Test win, taking the match by an
innings. However, Australia won the series 5-1.
So inspiring was Fredericks’ knock that former Australian
captain, Lindsay Hassett, described it as the finest innings
he had seen, Ramaraj tells us. Similarly, Foot is all praise for
Fredericks’ punishing batsmanship, saying, “[There] was nothing more exhilarating or courageous than his century off 71
balls on his way to 169 against Australia at Perth during the
1975-76 series. Thomson and Lillee were never made to feel
more impotent. That was truly great batting.”
Fredericks was certainly in the zone during that Australian
innings, for as Foot tells us, the “congenial left-hander” and
was “happiest when going for his shots”. He adds, “A voracious
hooker, he remained fallible – keeping fine and long legs in
business – to the short-pitched ball. But there was much of
merit: the wristy aggression, the generous array of strokes on
both sides of the wicket, the disregard for reputation.”
Fredericks played for Glamorgan 45 times from 1971-1973.
According to Foot, it was a “memorable debut for the county”,
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with Fredericks scoring 66 in the first innings, and 145 in the
second. The performance opened Glamorgan’s door, and he
was immediately given his cap. With his opening teammate,
Alan Jones, Fredericks later figured prominently in an opening stand of 330 against Northants at the St Helens ground
in Swansea, Foot recalls. As Jones later said, and which Foot
quotes, “I should say that two thirds of the runs came from
‘Freddo’ – he really was a great player when on song. He had
this terrific belief in his own ability and there were wonderful
occasions when no one could bowl at him. Yet there was no
holding back when the ball had been pitched short – he’d go
for a big one whether it was the first or last ball of the day,”
But Fredericks was not always “on song”; at the other end
of the wicket resides survivability through dogged determination and cautious, defensive batting. In Foot’s words, Frederick
did not “always succeed, because of that sense of impetuous
adventure”. In Walker’s examination of coverage of the 1971
season, he notes Wisden’s commentary on Fredericks’ bravado
with the bat, noting that, “There were some who even believed
that Fredericks’ adventurous approach was an embarrassment.
He was a law unto himself, but let it be also admitted that
Fredericks brought a breezier and fresher gust of gaiety to the
cricket grounds of South Wales. His two innings at Swansea
against Northamptonshire and Yorkshire will remain in the
memory of cricket cameos for all time if only for the joyous
abandon of his batting.”
Wisden’s archive adds, “It is this quality above all others that
endear and yet infuriate both spectators and county colleagues,
for Fredericks has two sides to his cricketing nature. The brilliant cavalier who either makes a quick fifty or is caught on the
boundary in the first over of a match, and the watchful sheet
anchor role he has so often adopted for the West Indies. His
150 against England in the second Test at Edgbaston in the
1973 season which took him eight and a half hours is a classic
example of this Jekyll and Hyde character. But let it not be forgotten that it rescued his team from a potentially losing situation and he received the Prudential-Wisden award.”
Foots sums up Fredericks’ batting, saying, “[He] was often
brilliant, occasionally erratic. Only that slight suggestion of
moodiness separated him from our great batsmen; there were
moments when his reflexes and instinctive movement were
sublime.”
In his career spanning 20 years, Fredericks’ metaphor for
success as a Caribbean boy with the bat is evident in the 16,384
runs that he scored, with an average of 45.89. His best innings
was a double century, 250 runs, which he scored for Guyana
against Barbados in Bridgetown; in all, he scored four double
centuries. He played Test cricket from 1968-1977, was an
opening batsman, scored 4,334 runs, notching eight centuries,
and 26 half-centuries.
Fredericks died in New York when he was 57, on September
5, 2000, following throat cancer surgery. At the time, he was
participating in cricket programs for Guyana’s Ministry of
Youth, Sport, and Culture in the administration of Forbes
Burnham.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) said on Thursday
that all qualifying events for the 2021 Twenty20 World Cup and
50-overs version in 2023 that were scheduled to be held before
June 30 have been postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The flu-like virus has infected more than 550,000 people
around the world and killed over 25,000 since appearing in China at the end of last year. The pandemic has also brought global
sport to a standstill and the ICC said in a statement the World
Cup qualifiers would also be impacted.
“The decision has been taken in conjunction with members
and in line with the relevant government and public health authority advice,” the ICC said.
All qualifiers scheduled to take place before July in Kuwait,
South Africa, Namibia, Spain, Papua New Guinea, Belgium, Malaysia and Finland are affected, the statement added.
“In light of the significant global health concerns at the current time and the restrictions on movement imposed by governments across the world, the ICC has taken the decision to
postpone all events up until the end of June subject to further
review,” Chris Tetley, ICC head of events, said.
“Work will continue on contingency plans and options for
both men’s qualification pathways. We will provide updates in
due course on these plans and decisions on the staging of the
remaining events this year.”
India will host the T20 World Cup, a revamped version of the
former Champions Trophy, in October-November of 2021. It is
not to be confused with this year’s T20 World Cup in Australia.
India will also hold the 50-over World Cup in 2023.

Ireland v Bang series postponed

The seven-match series between Ireland and Bangladesh in
May has been called off because of coronavirus.
The games were scheduled to he held in Belfast and England.
"We've a responsibility to protect the wellbeing of players,
coaches, fans and wider community," said Warren Deutrom,
Cricket Ireland chief executive.
The announcement comes five days after Ireland's six-game
tour of Zimbabwe, scheduled for next month, was called off due
to the pandemic.
Cricket Ireland and the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
have agreed to postpone the series in line with advice from both
Irish and UK governments around international travel, sporting
events and mass gatherings.
"Once the scale of the COVID-19 pandemic was understood,
and the advice of both Governments and partner boards was
sought, it became increasingly unlikely that this series could
proceed as scheduled," added Deutrom.
"We will not hesitate to take a safety-first approach to our operations over coming months."
"We will continue monitoring the situation, and will liaise
as necessary with relevant sports bodies, public health agencies
and our stakeholders here and abroad, and provide further updates on the home season in due course.
"We would like to thank the Bangladesh Cricket Board for
their helpful cooperation in reaching this decision, and we shall
work with them at establishing new dates for the series when we
are all in a position to plan for the future with greater certainty."

ECB contemplates coronavirus
checkpoints at cricket grounds

The England and Wales Cricket Board could install coronavirus checkpoints and isolation units at grounds in order to resume the game behind closed doors.
English cricket has shut down until at least 28 May but the
ECB is looking at playing internationals with no fans. England's
Test series with West Indies is due to start at The Oval on 4 June,
"We're mapping out what international matches would look
like behind closed doors," ECB director of events Steve Elworthy
told the Guardian. He said this would require a sterile "bubble" to
ensure the identification of anyone in the vicinity with the virus.
The government’s initial advice around mass gatherings prior to
the current lockdown was 500 people or fewer, and Elworthy is using that as a basis for discussions. "That was guided by the potential
impact on critical services like paramedics and doctors,” he said.
"You would likely have to work within that number [which
would be made up of essential matchday staff]... then you have to
think about medical provisions, creating a safe and sterile environment around that venue, so that everyone who comes in is clear.
"So it's how you test them at the gate, the isolation units that you
have to put in. These are considerations we are thinking about."
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List your home for:

SKY REALTY
BROKERAGE

Not intended to solicit buyers and sellers currently under contract. *Terms and condiions apply. Call for details.

SPRING SPECIALS
Includes Sofa + Loveseat + Chair
LIMITED STOCK

Reg $1999

now

$

899

3 Pcs Recliner Sofa Set
5 RECLINERS TOTAL

Reg $1499

now

$

799

7 Pcs Solid Wood Dining Set
Includes: 6 Chairs & Table

now

Reg $899

$

249

Queen Size
Jumbo Pillow Top Mattress

from

$

now

Reg $999

$

599

2 Pcs Fabric Sectional Suite
LIMITED STOCK

399
Reg $1699

Canadian Made Accent Chairs & Ottomans
Assorted Styles and Fabrics

now

Reg $1999

now

$

899

3 Pcs Fabric Recliner Suite
Available in Grey & Brown - Includes Sofa + Loveseat + Chair

$

899

8 Pcs Sleigh Bedroom Suite
Available in Grey or Cherry

Reg $2999

now

$

1199

8 Pcs Queen Size LED Bedroom Suite

2 L O C AT I O N S T O S E R V E Y O U B E T T E R

STEPHENʼS FURNITURE LTD.
2575 STEELES AVE E, UNIT # 14-17,
BRAMPTON, ON L6T 5T1
TEL: 905-790-0560 • FAX: 905-790-3702

6 MARCONI COURT,
BOLTON, ONTARIO L7E 1H3
PHONE: 905-951-9394

Financing Available

email: customerservicestephensfurniture@hotmail.com • www.stephensfurnitureltd.com 12 months - No Interest, No Payment
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