CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com

KEEPING ALIVE THE TIES THAT BIND

Vol. 38 • No 15 • April 7, 2021

• Tel: 905-738-5005

N O W I N O U R 3 8 TH Y E A R : 1 9 8 3 - 2 0 2 1

• 312 Brownridge Dr. Thornhill, ON L4J 5X1

• indocaribbeanworld.com

• indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com

Get vaccinated doctors tell community
‘Vaccine is our gateway to the future’ says Dr Rambihar

Martin Latchana photo

Toronto – With the Ontario government moving into hypertension, part of the lifestyle fallout from non-commuPhase Two of its Covid-19 vaccine distribution plan, doc- nicable diseases. Also, members of the wider Caribbean comtors are urging members of the community to research their munity tend to live in high-risk, geographical conditions as
eligibility, and then make appointments to receive the shots.
collectives that are multi-generational.
Spaces such as these can be hit harder with infections, he
Earlier this week, cardiologist Dr Vivian Rambihar urged
the community to go out and get vaccinated as protection said. He added that the emergent variant strains were also a
major cause for anxiety, and its entry into crowded spaces as
against Covid-19.
Said Dr Rambihar: “Getting the vaccine is your passport these would mean an exponential amplification of cases.
“The urgency is great now; and it is even greater in our
to a life close to what you had before. It is what makes the
community that members
future better for each of us
individually, and for the comget vaccinated,” Dr Rambihar
declared.
munity together. Take it now,
“I fully support everyone
for yourself, and for the comshould get the vaccination
munity. The vaccine is our
unless they have a medical
gateway to the future.”
Dr Rambihar remarked
condition in which it is a
problem. However, the vast
that with their professional
majority without medical
training, doctors and medical
problems should get it,” he
staff were in a better position
said.
to interpret the news alongHe added, “What we need
side what they are experiencis for friends and family to
ing on the frontlines as they
deal with patients infected
look after each other. We
must go out of our way to
with the coronavirus.
find those who are hesitant,
“It seems we are in a worse
off position than we were a Centennial College vaccination site in Scarborough and try to persuade them to
year ago,” he said. According to Dr Rambihar, direct infor- go to the government websites, research their eligibility, and
mation from colleagues and peers on the frontline is indicat- then make that appointment. We need a cascading effect to
ing that Intensive Care Units, and hospitals, are filling up amplify the message to get the shot. So, tell your family and
with newly infected patients. Among these new cases are friends.”
Medical practitioner Dr Desmond Teelucksingh also
younger people, some of whom are not surviving, he said.
“It means we have to do more now than what we were echoed Dr Rambihar’s call.
“All of 2020 we had one strain, which was European;
doing before,” he added.
Dr Rambihar also noted the Indo-Caribbean community Canada had one strain,” Dr Teelucksingh said of the coronaSee Page 8: Vaccination
was at greater risk due to comorbidities such as diabetes and
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T&T’s PM Rowley infected with Covid-19

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Port-of-Spain – Days after warning that Trinidad and
Tobago was at “dangerous crossroads” with a growing coronavirus infection rate, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley tested positive for Covid-19. Over the weekend he gave the reassurance in his Easter
message that the country will overcome
the socio-economic challenges being faced
as it navigates the pandemic. Rowley’s
positive diagnosis was revealed yesterday
morning.
As of yesterday, news reports out of
Trinidad and Tobago indicated Rowley
was being treated at an undisclosed site
in Tobago. He was in Tobago for the long
Easter weekend.
Yesterday, a statement on Rowley’s
Facebook page confirmed he had tested
positive for Covid-19, and was in isolation.
Dr Keith
According to the post, he began experiencing flu-like symptoms on Monday, and subsequently
tested positive for the illness.
On January 8 this year, he was hospitalised at West Shore
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Ali’s Roti Shop
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Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

Medical in Cocorite following what was described as “discomfort”. He had two coronary procedures, an angiogram
and an angioplasty, and was discharged several days later.
Subsequent to his January hospitalisation, two years earlier, he traveled to the
US for medical reasons, where he was diagnosed with plaque in an artery.
Rowley is 72 years old, and was due
to receive a first dose of the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine yesterday afternoon at
the Scarborough Health Centre in Tobago.
The news of Rowley’s positive Covid-19
diagnosis came hours after Tobago’s Chief
Secretary Ancil Dennis announced, also on
Facebook, that he had been exposed to a
primary contact of a recent Covid-19 case
on Good Friday.
Dennis said while his exposure to the
Rowley
primary contact was minimal, that he was
wearing a mask, and while physical distancing was observed
during the interaction, all the same he decided to get tested
See Page 8: Senator
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Luxury Condo

X-LARGE

Here is a real honest bargain. Impressive suite with
concierge services. Lovely luxury building with car
washing station, billiards room, Olympic size pool,
hot tub, gym, quiet room, entertainment room, and
guest suites. Move right in!

A most tempting buy in a gated community. Features 2 bedrooms, a large dens, 2 balconies, master bedroom with full ensuite and walk-in closet, tall
ceilings, solarium, porcelain, and laminate floors. A
touch of heaven for tired feet.
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Home with bsmnt apt. This impressive home features 3 bedrooms on upper floor. Master bdrm has
a full ensuite & walk-in closet. The main floor has a
fam. room with gas fplce, private dining area & a
living room. Basement is finished with 2 bedrooms,
kitchen & separate entrance. See for yourself.

$989,700

Simply Unbeatable

You will be impressed with this large home containing a three-bedroom basement apartment!
With 9’ ceilings on main flr, an enclosed lawn with
patio stones, & open concept, it offers tremendous
space. Located near York University & the new
subway line, this home is like hitting the jackpot!
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Spacious 1 bdm with large living & dining areas
& beautiful updated, modern kitchen. Located
in TO’s central dwntn core, this beautiful suite is
close to schls, universities, subway lines, public
transit & many more amenities. Large windows
provide a breathtaking view of TO’s skyline.

S

Heart of Downtown

S

S

O

LD

$649,700
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$850,000
Fresh as Spring!
Don’t miss out on this elegant home, featuring
lovely open concept plan that boasts space & living
comfort. Large kitchen walks out to 2-tier level deck
to enjoy lush greenery. Features extended drvway
with wraparound concrete pathway, gorgeous hardwood floors & close to many outdoor amenities.

$1,149,700

Better Take A Look!

A big opportunity awaits! Located in one of Mississauga’s prime areas, this property sits on a deep
lot with mature trees. You will be impressed by the
space! Features a large eat-in kitchen, spacious
double car garage with internal access, and a
separate entrance for the basement!

$980,000
A Man’s Ambition - A Woman’s Dream!
Unique, Not Unusual. This home is located on a
quiet court in Mississauga. Features 4 bedrooms
with 3 full washrooms on the upper level; main
floor with a large family room, gas fireplace, open
concept living and dining room, large eat in kitchen
and a full basement. Great for a large family.
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Erin O’Toole maps out path to recovery

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Toronto – Helping to sustain the ethnocultural media will be years will define Canada for the next generation,” he said.
a part of the recovery path forward as Canada moves ahead with
It is a vision that has as its focus “a stronger, more prosperits vaccination program and begins emerging from the pan- ous, and more united Canada”, he added, maintaining that the
demic fallout, Conservative leader Erin O’Toole said last week.
Conservatives’ recovery plan is about securing the future.
He addressed members from the national ethnic media virtuSaid O’Toole: “Canada’s Conservatives will enact a compreally from Ottawa on March 25.
hensive jobs’ plan to recover the million jobs lost during the
Following his presentation on what a Conservative party gov- pandemic within one year. We won’t stop there. We will take
ernment recovery plan would look like
immediate action in the hardest hit
moving forward, O’Toole then respondsectors helping those who suffered the
ed to questions regarding the starvamost, especially women, young people,
tion for advertisements faced by ethnic
new Canadians who are small business
media from the present, and past federal
owners.”
governments.
The focus would also be on enacting
“We value what you do,” O’Toole said.
the toughest accountability and transAdditionally, “I view [ethnic media]
parency laws in Canadian history, as
as being critical in connecting with
well as introducing a Canada mental
Canadians. You will be part of our recovhealth action plan. Also, as part of the
ery plan because… through your netrecovery plan, the Conservatives will
works… you have been the direct line
ensure that Canada “is never unpreof communication to educate, to help
pared for a crisis again”.
calm fears, and to help connect people
Said O’Toole: “Canada’s Conservatives
throughout the biggest challenging time
will make Canada more resilient, reduce
in our country’s modern history. You’ve
our reliance on some foreign countries
done it as you’ve been losing advertising
that we can’t always rely on during a cridollars, and other things.”
sis, and take seriously our responsibility
He added, “We will have your back.
to protect the health of Canadians.”
Erin O’Toole
What I can commit to now is making
He also noted that a Conservative
sure that ethnic media organisations get a larger share of gov- government will secure the economy by getting the budget back
ernment advertising dollars right out of the gate.”
into balance in the next decade.
In the wider landscape, O’Toole said the Conservatives was
“I want Canadians to know that a Conservative governon a “steady and certain path” to securing Canada’s future.
ment will always have their backs. We will be there to help.
“The Conservative path will deliver to us a Canada where Conservatives are ready to do whatever it takes to get the
those who have struggled the most through this pandemic can economy back on track, help save small businesses, and secure
get back to work. The decisions we take in the next couple of our future,” O’Toole said. (RK)
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Carpenter’s Union takes action to beat tax fraud

Photo: www.taxfraud.net

Toronto – In a move to take a stand against construction last study in 2009 when annual revenue losses were in the order
industry tax fraud, the Carpenter’s District Council of Ontario, of $1.4-$2.4 billion.”
The study notes that the primary driver of the underwith the Carpenter’s Union, will be collaborating with other
organisations across North America in a concerted move, Tax ground economy is employers improperly classifying workers as
‘Independent Operator’, rather than employees: among them are
Fraud Days of Action, which takes place from April 14-17.
The CDC is made up of 16 affiliated Local Unions of the floor covering installers, tile-setters, painters, and carpenters,
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners across Ontario. who are particularly vulnerable to this illegal practice.
It is estimated that failure to deduct
It represents over 20,000 women and
and pay employment-related federmen in a wide range of skilled trades,
al, provincial, and State taxes means
including carpentry, drywall, resilient
around $8.4 billion a year are lost.
flooring, concrete formwork, underwaThe website reveals a major conseter construction, welding, scaffolding,
quence from these losses is that commuand other construction-related work.
nities lose out. Such a billion-dollar loss
The UBC, along with the Joiners of
of revenue can help build schools and
America, has a membership of over
reduce class sizes; improve infrastruc500,000 throughout Canada and the US.
ture; increase funding for first respondThe collaboration among the
ers; help veterans; and contribute to
Canadian and US groups comes in the
pandemic relief, without adding anywake of a growing number of constructhing more to the deficit.
tion contractors involved in tax fraud.
What needs to be done to fix this is
According to information on its stop the
the government must enact compretax fraud website, these companies pay
hensive immigration reform to bring
employees off the books, or less often,
construction workers out of the shadwrongly classify them as independent
ows. To do so means these workers in
contractors. It also notes the practice is
Tax fraud cheats communities
the margins would not be intimidated
intentional, with many companies using
labour brokers, and are operating in the dark shadows of the to stand up for their rights.
underground economy.
Furthermore, to beat construction industry fraud, work has
According to an estimate by the Ontario Construction to also be done at higher levels with Canada enforcing the laws.
Secretariat’s Prism Economics & Analysis study, ‘The There is also need for additional funding for strategic, impactful
Underground Economy in Ontario’s Construction Industry, enforcement by the Canada Revenue Agency.
2010’, annual revenue lost due to underground activity has
Canada’s laws also need to be strengthened so that sophistiincreased by 30 percent over the past decade.
cated contractors at the upper levels do not exploit loopholes,
It notes, “Between 2013 and 2017, [Ontario & the Federal and reporting mechanisms must be fortified so action is taken
government] lost between $1.8 billion and $3.1 billion annu- when a citizen reports construction industry tax fraud.
ally as a result of contractors operating in the underground
More information is available at the Carpenter’s Union webeconomy. This represents an increase of 30 percent since our site, and also at the stop the tax fraud site.

‘Many Faces’ contest for students in Markham

Markham – Many Faces of Markham is an annual initiative
in support of the United Nation’s International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which takes place every
year on March 21.
Many Faces of Markham originally launched in 1999. Today,
it continues to support the City’s longstanding commitment to
the values of diversity, inclusion, and social cohesion.
Every year, the City of Markham Race Relations Committee
selects a theme in support of diversity, inclusion, and the elimination of racism. The annual initiative typically involves an
art contest where Markham youth submit art in support of the
year’s theme.

3

This year the Many Faces of Markham contest theme is
‘Working Together to Confront Anti-Black Racism’. The City
of Markham is committed to being a diverse and inclusive city
where everyone feels welcome and have a sense of belonging.
Submissions should support the contest theme, and can
be made in the following formats: writing, video, artwork, or
spoken word. It is open to students who live in Markham, from
Kindergarten to Grade 12.
This year due to Covid-19 restrictions, there will not be any
in-person components to the contest. Contest details and forms
can be found at markham.ca/ManyFaces. Submissions close on
April 23, 2021.
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Complete set of the Vedas
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on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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6750 Davand Drive, Suite 201
Mississauga, ON L5T 2L8

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Vaccination boost

O

ur world continues to be relentlessly plagued
by Covid-19; on some days, it appears to be a
pandemic without end. And yet, on other days,
even as the virus spreads, and despite the global, political pathologies caused by vaccine nationalism, at times it
appears our world is united through a common language,
anxieties, and suffering, as we struggle against the inexorable scourge that is Covid-19.
Take the release from Guyana’s health ministry earlier
this week, for example. In it, the ministry noted, “As in
other countries in the region and around the world, Covid-19 is in a new global surge. We recognise the surge in
Guyana. But after a year of circulating, the virus among us
has become more effective in spreading during this new
surge. It has also become more virulent and deadlier. The
hospital beds are increasingly becoming occupied with
Covid-19 patients, who become sicker more rapidly. In
addition, the virus is infecting younger people, and more
young people are getting sicker faster.”
Georgetown’s solicitude is also Ontario’s reality; it is also
a similar, unifying messaging and anxiety for New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Québec, our Prairie provinces, and
British Columbia. As it is the same for Bridgetown, Barbados; Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago; and Kingston, Jamaica, and elsewhere in the Caribbean. Earlier this
week, CNN reported the highly contagious Covid-19 UK
variant is now present in every US state, with medical experts concerned the virulence from these variants could
send cases surging.
Here at home, earlier this week, like in Georgetown,
Port-of-Spain, and in Bridgetown, Québec’s Health Minister Christian Dubé expressed growing concern about
pressures impacting sectors of the province’s health-care
system, noting with worry that hospital capacity in intensive care was “fragile”. Québec has since expanded its lockdown to several additional municipalities.
Closer to home, earlier this week Ontario reported
2,938 new cases of Covid-19 infections, with ten additional deaths. This week Ontario’s Premier Doug Ford, along
with health officials, imposed tougher restrictions in another lockdown.
The narrative of growing concern and anxiety by governments is global, and unifying, in the face of this common, pandemic health threat. More and more, health systems across the globe are seeing increased pressure being
placed on its resources, particularly with growing hospital
admissions, followed by worrisome, increased occupation
of limited intensive care capacities.
As it is for the US, the European Union, and here in
Canada, so it is for the Caribbean. Earlier this week, concerned health officials in Georgetown reported four more
deaths, taking Guyana’s total pandemic fatalities to 247; a
total of 26 new infections were also recorded, which took
the cumulative number of confirmed cases up to 10,606.
Similarly, late last week Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley announced the nation had arrived at a “dangerous crossroads”. Consequently, and similar to Québec and Ontario, close contact and mobility restrictions were renewed with another ban on recreational
sports. And in a worrisome development, earlier this week
Rowley tested positive for the Covid-19 virus.
It is a similar narrative of anxiety for Barbados’ health
system, which reported six new infections earlier this
week; there were 109 people in isolation. So far, Barbados
has recorded 3,685 confirmed cases, with 43 deaths.
However, among the positive developments have been
the unfolding vaccinations campaigns, here in Canada,
and on the global front. In the Caribbean, Barbados’ proactive initiatives have seen 63,738 shots administered in
the first phase of its National Vaccination Programme.
This week, vaccination programmes are also being rolled
out in Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, and Jamaica.
Here at home, our vaccination programme is well
underway, with reports indicating our community is responding positively, with eligibility being explored, and
many of us taking the vaccine. Keep up the good work.
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Inventing history

omewhere, at all hours it seems, there is someone inventing history, or re-shaping to their liking facts already
known. This is a self-indulgent exercise, to pad a CV, or
to replace a less creditable event in one’s life; or, less acceptably,
to distort events in another’s person’s life, or in another nation’s
history.
Individuals can even claim to have known
things forever that they had discovered just yesterday. This is usually harmless, a personal failure,
regretted in private and kept from contaminating
or distorting the pool of general information,
unless qualifying as perjury. It is common.
However, when a nation or country officially sanctions the
invention of a new history, and teaches that as fact to its young,
or publicises it as fact, it becomes a crime against civilisation,
and one that should be condemned with the same vigour and
persistence as one might view a genocide, such as Nazi Jewphobia, or British Hinduphobia.
Qualifying for this offence is the modern invention by certain Pakistanis, some with historical knowledge, others parroting them, of an “ancient Pakistan”, which subsumes facts that are
found in any well-documented Indian history.
Some are presented in two phases: “before Islam” and “after
Islam”, the latter slanted to show the centrality of Islam and
the necessity and wisdom of its intrusion, to replace dharmic
references and implant the false versions, much as the British
had done to Indian history; yet nothing they had done beats
the concoction by Qamar Abbas Khokhar, Pakistan’s acting
ambassador to Vietnam, who posted a stylised and imagined
view of “Taxila (Takshashila) University, which existed in ancient
Pakistan 2,700 years ago near today’s Islamabad. Over 10,500 students from 16 countries studied 64 different disciplines of higher
studies taught by scholars like Panini”.
Challenged for the obvious misreading, and reminded that
Pakistan was created in 1947, he compounded his delusion
by adding, “Both Panini, the first linguist in the world, and
Chanakya Kautaliya, the world famous political philosopher, were
sons of the soil of ancient Pakistan”, illustrated with pictures of
artefacts and structures from the 5,000-year old Saraswati-Indus
civilisation, a proven Vedic one.
India then, and for millennia, was Bharat or Bharatavarsha,
which included the provinces in modern Pakistan, and at times
pieces of Afghanistan; the religion was Sanatan Dharma (later

called Hinduism, derived from Indus, the river, central, with
Saraswati, to Vedic Hindu) literature; later reformers, Mahabir,
Buddha, and Nanak, added to its range.
The name Pakistan was first proposed in 1928 by Kashmir
journalist, Ghulam H.S. Kazmi, as a name for his paper,
then Mohamed Iqbal, 1930; in 1933, Punjabi
Chaudhry R. Ali proposed it as the name for the
Mohan
independent state of “Pakstan”.
The 1940 Lahore meeting of the All India
Ragbeer
Muslim League passed a resolution on March 23
to seek an independent Muslim entity. And so,
Pakistan emerged seven years later.
Today, March 23 is celebrated as “Pakistan Day”. There is no
mention of that name in any literature before this 20th century
usage. So, anyone who speaks as if there was a pre-1947 Pakistan
is being fanciful.
To anyone who knows this history, Khokar’s claims appear
to be wild and delusional. Advising him otherwise has apparently not done any good; he seems fixated on appropriating
Indian and Hindu history and applying it to Pakistan, to give it
depth perhaps, and to mislead the unwary. Hopefully, repeated
correction may save uncritical and impressionable readers the
embarrassment of repeating what is being said, and so appearing to be uninformed!
Only the misaligned can claim the power to make events
retroactive, as if such power existed and could be magically
used to capture whatever a person imagines or wishes, and
reject alternatives, in a surreal enactment of the actual context
of their occurrence; thus, a dam is built and fields irrigated in
Punjab by “ancient Pakistani” engineers, not by “the ancient
Indians: Hindus, Buddhists, or Jains”, who actually carried out
the works. They might be recognised, like pioneers Panini and
Chanakya, but only to claim them to show the greatness of this
new yet ancient imaginary country. Muslims were unknown
east of the Persian Gulf before 632 AD, the year of Prophet
Mohamed’s death.
Before partition, the land now known as Pakistan was shared
among four provinces, and 12 princely states. With partition,
the provinces became states, keeping their names: Baluchistan,
Sind, Punjab, and the North Western Territories (KhyberPakhtunkwa). Soon after, all the princely states had acceded.
Famed 19th century historian of ancient India, P.T. Iyengar,
would probably throw a fit to read this Pakistan stuff.

Here’s why salt always ran low in our kitchen

M

y early youth took a remarkable turn for the better,
despite the ongoing plundering of my grandmother’s
kitchen for snacks, or the elements for snacks, such as
handfuls of salt for field consumption of purloined, green fruits.
So, it came to pass I started showing early signs of becoming
a responsible young man, which meant I was elevated as the resident ‘go-to’ by my grandmother,
Romeo
who then began treating me as a ‘go-for’. This
Kaseram
meant I was continually interrupted from the joys
of pitching marbles, falling off mango trees, being
chased by angry wasps, and sent off on a “message” to the nearby shop.
Now in my days, going on “message” meant being mandated
to undertake an urgent errand. The send-off was usually from
an adult who did not want to take the half-kilometre trip on the
dirt-packed road in the hot sun to the shop, the equivalent of a
general store back then, which was located “down by the junction”. Unlike nowadays, then half a kilometre was a short, quick
run for my nimble legs.
To be hustled off, with a few pennies in hand (I recall these
being large, round, and had the heft of manhole covers), or to be
instructed to tell the shopkeeper the item was being purchased
on “Trust; until fortnight payday reach, God willing”, meant I
was conducting a responsible, adult transaction, the buying of
“goods”.
Of course, sometimes, if change remained after the transaction, it meant a few “goodies” could be had, one being the
candied concoction of chipped, toasted coconut caramelised in
molasses, gooey and stringy as treacle, and voluminously rolled
into the size of a tennis ball.
My grandmother was a chronic “message-sender”; perhaps
less her fault, and more due to my, er, boyhood depredations. It
seems she frequently ran out of key ingredients in her array of
cooking spices, which meant I was continually sought, and sent
out, on an urgent “message”.
Ma taught me how to ensure value for her hard-earned pennies. There were key indicators to look out for, she cautioned:
“Make sure the salt not damp with dog pee!” For saltfish: “Get
it from the tail section; not near the head, where it have plenty
bone!”; two pounds of sugar meant a visual check, and a smell
test: “It must be the deep-brown Demerara that smelling like
molasses! Remember, ask for Demerara: like the window!”; and
yes, I almost forgot, also a memory check.
Her requests for errand-runs were frequent, especially due
to my discreet plundering of her spices such as pepper and salt

for my field forays during the various fruit seasons. And so, my
stocks as a good boy climbed upwards for being responsible. But
quite frankly, it was due to my contriteness, and a willingness to
put right the mishap I had caused in the first place.
For example, it came to pass that salt ran out, a key ingredient in the finishing of her starchy Saturday soup.
Similarly, Ma ran out at the discovery of this exigency, her short-sighted eyes desperately seeking
me out in the middle distance.
She would note my blurred, wiry frame about
to pivot on my heels for a rapid retreat, having
lobbed the rock of interference at a Jack Spaniard’s nest glued
near a promising cluster of green mangoes, a most inviting
“group” of upper, hanging fruit; then, “group” was pronounced
with mouth-watering relish, minus its softening “u” sound.
Despite Ma’s kitchen being a daily site of frenetic production, with pots foaming at the mouth, and the woodfire in the
fireside spluttering and cussing with its sharp tongues, there was
structure beneath the haphazard arrangement of tins and bottles
rubbing shoulders on a board shelf curved in the middle from
the fire’s heat. A closer look at the stack of firewood leaning in
the corner revealed an arrangement according to thickness and
length.
My furtive seeking out of seasonings of pepper and salt for
my green fruit forays upset Ma’s informal structures. There were
quite a few occasions when I heard her say in astonishment:
“Father looking over this land! How come we run out of salt
again? It can’t be the ants taking it away.”
Had Ma investigated the disappearance of her salt, she would
have discovered grains of truth in my activity during her offstage recesses from the kitchen; and at a more granular level,
she would have found that her salt was not being carted away by
ants, but rather, in my pants.
But to police her kitchen meant continually patting down
my pockets, which she did not have the time to do. Therein she
would have discovered marbled among the cat’s eyes, a chipped
taw or two, and the prizes that were aggies, a tightly spiraled
length of paper containing a generous mix of hot peppers
ground into Ma’s purloined salt.
In the light of such undiscovered evidence, what else could
a young boy, Ma’s salt-of-the-earth grandson, do but season
his green conscience with acts of alacrity, quickly dashing off
on errands of purveyance, returning with salt on the one hand,
and a well-earned ball of molasses-candy in the other.
Maybe Ma was not too short-sighted, and knew all along.
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So, nation - ‘no-brainer’ Guyana can re-negotiate oil contracts
Dear Editor,
Our national hero, Vice President Bharrat
Jagdeo has said the gas-to-shore project is so
obviously right (in his unilateral opinion), that
it’s a “no brainer”.
How could the rest of us dumb people
not see it? No studies, no planning, no consultations needed. Our PPP/Civic is like the
Trinidad and Tobago calypsonian, the Mighty
Sparrow: “If Sparrow says so, is so”.
In my view, it’s not a case of the government
“can’t” renegotiate; it’s a case of the government
“won’t” renegotiate, despite its many promises
during the election campaign that the PNC
sold us out, and the PPP/Civic will correct
that problem. The excuses they make against
renegotiation make them sound like the Public
Relations arm of Exxon, rather than the voice
of the Guyanese people for a new, improved
deal.
As I review many articles and headlines
in leading world publications, I wonder what
context clues are the Government missing,
that it refuses to renegotiate the oil deals in
which our nation will lose hundreds of billions of US dollars, and our working people
would be perpetually poor. (See headlines
in World Oil, Forbes, Oilnow, Petroleum

Economist, Bloomberg, Industryweek, Yahoo
Finance, ABC News, Forbes, Rigzone, Oilprice,
spglobal, Wall Street Journal, the Motley Fool,
NSEnergy, and so on).
No wonder President
Irfaan Ali said Guyana
“cannot remain a rich
country of poor people”.
So, nation, I ask you –
which of the context clues
in the headlines below are
the Government missing
to realise Guyana has the
upper hand in oil; that
Guyana’s desirable sweet
crude oil is the new cashcow for Exxon, Hess, and
CNOOC, and they cannot
walk away from Guyana if
the Government asks for
a new deal?
There can be no “sancBharrat
tity of contract” if that
contract is inherently flawed and violates
Guyana’s laws. Even the Chairman of A New
and United Guyana Tim Jonas knows that. It’s
a “no-brainer”.
The Government needs to grow a pair

UG graduates attend their convocation

UG taught us lesson in independence
Dear Editor,
“One-one dutty a build dam”, meaning the
longest journey starts with the first step. The
University of Guyana was described as “Jagan
Night School” by Forbes Burnham when he
was in the Opposition in 1963, and Dr Cheddi
Jagan was Guyana’s Premier. Most of the first
intake were working students, and could have
only attended classes in the evenings.
Dr Jagan contacted his friend Harold
Drayton, who was in Ghana, to assist in the
establishment of the learning institution.
Drayton returned to Guyana in December
1962, and recruited a few socialist scholars
from the UK and the US as lecturers, including
Lancelot Hogben, Joan Duke and Paul Baran.
UG opened on the grounds of Queens
College in late 1963, with what can be considered a handful of students. Its first Chancellor
was Edgar Mortimer Duke, with Lancelot
Hogben, an English mathematician and biologist, it first Principal and Vice-Chancellor.
Today, after 58 years, it boasts of 8,000 students on roll, and the statistics show that more
than 21,000 students have graduated from that
learning institution.
However, about 90 percent of the graduates
left after graduation for overseas countries to
seek higher education, and to secure lucrative jobs — many of them have gained their
Masters and Doctorate degrees, and are lecturing at universities, or serving in senior positions in multinational corporations.
Prior to the establishment of UG, students
were forced to seek higher education overseas
– mainly the UWI at Mona in Jamaica. Of
course, only the well-to-do parents can afford
to send their children to Jamaica, the UK, or
Canada. However, with the advent of UG, ordinary and ambitious students took advantage
because it was affordable.
A large number of UG students came from
the county of Berbice, and in a move to decen-

tralise the learning institution, a campus was
set up at Tain, Port Mourant, Corentyne, in the
county of Berbice.
Now in its 58th year, UG has 136 programmes in 60 disciplines, including medicine,
law, engineering, agriculture, business, accountancy, education, and so on.
Recently, President Irfaan Ali, in speaking at
the graduation exercise, said that a higher level
of education is the key to national development. He also stressed that with Guyana’s move
to expand and develop its resources, UG’s
graduates can play an important role. In my
view, what is important is that the government
will have to seek ways and means to encourage
the graduates to remain in the country, and
for those abroad to return home. Of course,
it will have a price tag with incentives as taxfree concessions. What is more important is to
ensure safety and proper health facilities, and
for proper education for their children.
UG was the brainchild of Dr Jagan; however, when he became Prime Minister after
Independence, Burnham also played a very
important role in UG’s development. In a few
short years it was recognised by the international community.
Burnham went a little overboard when
he compelled students to do national service
in order to graduate. He also had a slogan,
namely, ‘Education from the cradle to the
grave’, which meant university education was
free, and it was not only for Guyanese, but all
Caricom nationals. Of course, many Caribbean
nationals took advantage of the free education.
What is important is that Guyana’s government must ensure that UG has competent
and qualified lecturers and tutors, and that
it functions without political interference. It
current Vice-Chancellor is Professor Paloma
Mohamed-Martin, the first woman to hold
such an office.
Oscar Ramjeet, via email.
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and make Exxon accountable for oil spills,
local content, secure proper insurance for
any potential liabilities. Instead, so far, the
Government has sent out all the wrong signals
in letting Exxon flare billions of cubic feet of gas
with impunity, pollute the
environment with no penalties, going soft on proper
insurance, and allowing
the continued violations of
Guyana’s laws pertaining to
payment of taxes, and give
away of oil blocks.
As foreigners snicker at
the stupidity of Guyana’s
leaders, and word spreads
that we are dullards willing to pawn our country
cheaply, people are coming here in droves to make
money, while we are short
Jagdeo
of medicines, public utilities are limping along, our public infrastructure has collapsed, and life is a daily grind in
our mineral-rich Guyana.
Look at these headlines and statements:
• “Guyana wells have high recovery rates, can
be drilled faster than any other deep-water
basin in the world”;
• “Exxon Mobil Corp agreed to sell some
assets in the North Sea for more than (US)
$1 billion as the company focuses on newer
and larger sources of oil and gas such as
Guyana”;
• “The Hess President and CEO said the
Stabroek Block of 6.6 million acres or 1,150
Gulf of Mexico Blocks, is ‘so unique’ because
more than nine billion barrels of oil and gas

resources have been found from that worldclass reservoir, with multi-billion barrels of
exploration potential remaining. He added
that the Stabroek Block’s world-class reservoir quality with exceptional permeability
and porosity that results in high flow rates
and high recovery factors. The reservoirs
are shallow and there is no salt, that allows
for drilling wells in a fraction of the time
and cost of other deep-water basins.”
• “Experts in the oil and gas industry believe
that more oil could be discovered closer to Guyana’s shoreline in the coming
years, with one official saying just two years
after the world class Liza discovery that
the hydrocarbon resources found at the
Stabroek block so far is just the tip of the
iceberg.”
• “In terms of preserving the long-term value
of our assets, Guyana, with its low cost
of supply and industry-leading financial
returns, remains our top priority,” The Hess
CEO said.
• “Exxon’s move to ramp up its drilling
capacity offshore Guyana is to facilitate an
aggressive exploration and appraisal campaign this year targeting 12 to 15 wells in a
variety of play types.”
• “In 2015, ExxonMobil made what one of its
executives described as a ‘fairy tale’ discovery in the vast Stabroek exploration block
off the Guyanese coast.”
• “Exxon’s Big Bet on Guyana’s Offshore Oil
Basin Is Paying Off.”
So, nation, the Government must stop making excuses and create a united front for renegotiation. “It’s a no-brainer”. Let’s support the
Government in this direction.
Dr Jerry Jailall, via email.

Do not let gas plant fall like Amaila

Dear Editor,
sue the project without undue delay.
For some weeks now our media were inunThe argument that it would encourage
dated with articles about the proposed “Gas- investments in manufacturing and processto-Shore” power plant. Vice President Bharrat ing has been made already, and need not be
Jagdeo has been taking the brunt of the attacks repeated again. Just to emphasise, we can
by the critics.
expect vigorous economic activities once we
It reminds me of the “Amaila Falls Project”, have cheap energy due to increased employwhich was frustrated by similar daily attacks ment and greater production.
from the opposition and
Apart from just generatthe regular critics. This was
ing power, much more can
even when all, I repeat, all,
be done with the gas. Liquid
the information was shared
gas would be produced and
with the opposition parties,
sold cheaply on the local marwho had neither suggestions
ket. All of these would earn
nor criticisms when the govGuyana substantial revenues.
ernment representatives met
The Vice President has
them on more than one occabeen pilloried for using the
sion.
term that from a financial perYet the APNU voted against
spective it’s “a no brainer”. I
it in the National Assembly,
think he is right, even if it
and Blackstone, the US invescosts (US) $1 billion to contor walked away from the
struct the prospects and benproject. That was a sad day
efits would show that the payDonald Ramoutar
for this nation. Many of whom
back of the investment could
were screaming against Amaila then, have be relatively very short because of the high
resumed their attacks on this new project.
profitability of the project.
What is amazing are the shouts no study
I feel compelled to point this out, since our
was done. Clearly no one in government is country and our people have lost a lot because
so irresponsible not to have studies done on of similar attacks on the Amaila Falls Hydro
such a project. I have no doubt that feasibility Power. We have been robbed of having cheap
studies have been done, or are in the process of energy, and that has retarded growth in our
being done, and the results are very positive. economy, and prevented the country from liftSo much that they have generated confidence ing more people out of poverty.
in government officials to state that the project
This project has even greater possibilities
would be beneficial.
and benefits for our country than Amaila did.
That is not hard to understand if we look at Let us not allow the same to happen to this gasthe price of fuel alone. I believe that the gov- to-shore project as Amaila suffered. It would
ernment is being conservative when they say be a great tragedy.
that the price of gas would be half as much as
Knowing the PPP/Civic as well as I do,
heavy fuel oil. From speaking to persons famil- I’m sure that as more concrete information
iar with generating power from gas, I believe becomes available it would be shared with the
that savings on fuel would be much greater public. Then I have no doubt that we would
than what the government has stated.
all agree that taking the decision to proceed
This means that we could save more than is, really not one. Hopefully we will be able to
(US) $150 million per year in fuel cost. That convince the doubting “Thomases”.
alone suggests that we should vigorously purDonald Ramotar, via email
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Ask Jay...
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Plan For Your First Purchase

A

Ecstatic Holi celebrants fill the air with brilliant colours

Make Holi a national holiday in T&T
Dear Editor,
Phagwa, or Holi, is an energetic, fun, and
euphoric festival found in Sanatan Dharma
(the Eternal Religion/Dharma) or Hinduism.
The ‘festival of spring’ embodies new beginnings, love, happiness, a triumphant reinvigorated spirit, and honours the harvest season. It
represents the triumph of dharma (righteousness) over adharma (ignorance and misdeeds).
Holi derives its name, Phagwa, from the
Hindu month Phalgun. Phagwa has been celebrated for almost 160 years by the IndoCaribbean Hindus in countries such as
Trinidad, Guyana, and Suriname, and involves
the throwing of colours, made in the abeer
(powder) or gulal (liquid) form.
As a nationally celebrated festival by so
many citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, it is
about time Holi got its due as a national/public
holiday.
Here’s why Holi should be a public holiday.
It is one of the greatest visual festivals and
cultural assets in Trinidad and Tobago, which
is unfortunately unrecognised as are Diwali,
Christmas, or Carnival.
So far, Hindus have only one public holiday
in Trinidad and Tobago. It is about time to add
another festival to the calendar for Hindus, and
for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.
Holi involves a night and day of intense
and rigorous physical activity dissimilar to
any other religious festival. In this divine reenactment of Krishna’s love for Radha, Hindus
and other participants are sure to want a day
off from school and work to restore their
energy. If food preparation and lighting deyas
are exhausting for Divali, then Holi certainly
deserves its due.
A myriad of other reasons exist to catapult
Holi to a public holiday upgrade.
A government holiday would mean that
Holi’s thousands of participants in Trinidad
and Tobago might have better government
funding to help with the setting up of facilities
enabling the public to have improved access
to water, restrooms, security, and other necessities.
Holi would barely use a fraction of the cost
of Carnival, but it could potentially generate
more as it grows.
As a public holiday, it could bring an influx
of tourists, both Trinidadians living abroad,
and foreigners who want to celebrate, but do
not feel like going all the way to India.
Yet, this would not affect Holi’s sacred status, especially if it is designated a Hindu festival, much like Diwali retains its signature feel
of a religious festival still enjoyed by many.
A holiday helps preserve history, language,
music, and other forms of religion and culture. On the day of celebration numerous
groups of celebrants and musicians are travelling throughout the country singing, dancing,
and playing.
Holi includes some of Trinidad and Tobago’s
rarer folk song practices that can be saved and
preserved for posterity through a recognition
of the festival: tassa drumming, its own national treat, the playing and singing of chowtals,
pichkaree, taan-singing, and bhajans.
Chowtal, of a more religious aspect, is
especially sung on Holi, and hails from the

Indentured people’s Northern Indian origins
in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar with their Bhojpuri
Hindi dialect. Preserving chowtal preserves
the Bhojpuri Hindu dialect in the Caribbean
region.
A holiday preserves sacred knowledge. The
bonfire of Holika Dahan, along with the ritual
of splashing colours constitute a myriad of
spiritual, environmental, and medicinal benefits, all having purifying properties, especially
from the ancient organic plant-based sources
of the colours.
A holiday would help Holi’s holy knowledge
to be nationally appreciated.
Holi is a transnational festival. Due to its
inherent ecstatic nature, its fun festivities are
an international phenomenon, and catch the
attention of the world.
During Holi, partakers feel more socially
relaxed, and the norm is overturned on social
boundaries. There is a spirit of playfulness and
inclusivity for all members of society to join
the festivities.
Naturally, this entices many non-Hindus
to participate. While non-Hindus and Hindus
alike need to be conscious of Holi’s history,
Hindu origins, and respect its spiritual and
religious significance to the Hindu religion,
it lends itself to crossing ethnic and religious
boundaries in the manner how it is celebrated,
and how many others join in the fun.
It is like many of the other festival and
holidays in Trinidad and Tobago where many
participants partake.
It is not only the Hindus who need access
to better funding, facilities, security, and a day
of rest, but also Holis many non-Hindu merrymakers as well.
Last but not least, Holi is holy. My academic
paper presented at the National Council of
Indian Culture’s First International Phagwa
Conference in Trinidad and Tobago last month
was entitled, ‘The cultural appropriation, secularisation, sacrilege, desecration, and desacralisation of Phagwa (Holi)’.
As Holi grows internationally, it will have
social problems. One of the best ways to
stop the appropriation of a religious festival and respect its origins is to make it a
national holiday, or a globally recognised day
like International Yoga Day was done in India
under PM Narendra Modi, curbing detachment of yoga to Hinduism.
As a rare national holiday in only a handful
of countries it would practically be a Trinidad
and Tobago exclusive. Trinidad and Tobago
will stand out in the world in recognising
Phagwa as a national holiday. Guyana and
Suriname have already made Holi a public
holiday. Let us follow suit.
Holi’s recognition as a national festival celebrating and establishing its indigenous Hindu
identity impedes further desacralisation, while
harnessing all its incredible output for all to
experience.
Therefore, I would like to make an official
request to the government of Trinidad and
Tobago on behalf of our citizenry to designate
Holi as a public holiday that benefits everyone,
and maintains its Hindu spiritual ethos.
Sita Ram.
Nisha Ramracha, via e-mail.
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realtor took me to a home he listed, and I bought it without an inspection
or financing. The home was in Mississauga, and I worked near the Don
Valley, traveling by bus every day. I got financing and a first and second
mortgage from the realtor’s mortgage broker. The interest rate for the first mortgage was 11.75 percent, and the second was 18.5 percent. The mortgage broker
took $7,000 for his fees to arrange the mortgage. It was my first purchase, in
1987, and I was introduced to the realtor by a family friend.
Prior to that, I had received great advice from my relatives to buy the best
furniture for my apartment so that when I am ready to buy my home, I would not
need to buy furniture again. I spent over $3,000 of factory-earned money for my
bedroom set when condos were selling for $44,000 and you could buy with 10
percent down. In short, I did everything wrong as a first-time buyer.
Start by saving. Make a budget and stick to it. You can always buy depreciating luxuries later in life. At that time, I worked in a factory and took all the
overtime I could get. Avoid lending money. I did that and lost that friend and the
money too. Buy the maximum amount of RRSP to reduce your income tax. For
couples, equalise your RRSP purchase. The spouse with the higher income can
buy spousal RRSP. When you are ready to buy your home, you can each borrow
$25,000 from your RRSP as down payment.
Next, establish your credit. Without credit, you cannot establish a credit report, and without a credit report, it would be difficult to get a mortgage. The
best place to apply is with your bank. Credit cards are the easiest way to build
your credit, but be careful. Keep it to a minimum and pay it off before the due
date. Avoid co-signing for anyone, even for a cell phone. Many people’s credits
have been ruined because of this. If you co-sign to assist a friend with a home
purchase, you will lose your benefits as a first-time buyer, and the bank may
turn you down. It is difficult to remove your name because the bank must agree
for you to do so.
Test the waters. Invite a few realtors, and ask them what is involved in buying
a home. Mortgage brokers and bankers can also assist. Attend workshops and
familiarise yourself with real estate terms. You should have an idea of how much
you will need to save for your home purchase. Start looking at various types of
properties. You can do so by visiting open houses. You will begin to know the
market.
Before you purchase, make sure you are not locked into a lease with your
landlord. You might be caught in a position where you must pay your landlord
to break the lease. If your lease expires, then you become a month-to-month
tenant and will have to give two months’ notice from the last day of the month to
vacate. Follow the market trends. The market usually slows down during summer and Christmas breaks.
Choose your realtor wisely. Do not choose a realtor based on friendship or
referral alone. Choose a realtor with a good track record, knowledge, and experience to help you. Are you the type who prefer condos or houses? Buy within
your means, remember to do your inspection, and make the offer subject to
financing.
The journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. Follow my advice
and you will get there and beyond. My passion is to educate you. Good luck.

Jay Brijpaul
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Guyana’s development planning moves fraught with risks

A

s Guyana’s government strives to rebuild the country,
it plans to pursue a broad range of initiatives that are
designed to have an impact on all segments of the
economy.
However, it would appear that it is proceeding full speed
ahead without a formal development plan in place – at least not
one which is publicly available. This unconventional approach
is fraught with risks.
In its first full-year national budget
presented earlier this year since resuming
power after five years in the Opposition,
the PPP/Civic government announced plans
for a myriad of longer-term public investment projects and initiatives in areas such
as energy, infrastructure, transportation,
technology, health care, education, and agriculture, aimed at
stimulating growth and modernising the economy.
While each of the government’s initiative might have merit,
questions arise about the criteria for selecting certain projects;
or whether adequate feasibility has been completed prior to
making the decision to proceed.
Arguably, having been returned to power less than a year ago,
it is difficult for any government to take full control over development initiatives, much less develop and adhere to a defined
plan of action. However, simply proceeding with “nice to have
projects” without proper needs and feasibility evaluation does
not necessarily make sense, given alternative uses of available
funds.
One would imagine that the PPP/Civic government can
argue that it has been at the helm of power for 23 years prior to
2015, and has a good understanding of the priorities that must
be pursued. The government also has the luxury of new-found
oil wealth, which provides it with the ammunition to embark
on projects without relying solely on approval of international
development banks for financing. Never before has this been
possible.
Consequently, it would appear that the government is guiding the development of the country through a set of processes,
policies, and practices that can be perceived as planning, but
without a formal plan. However, regardless of the government’s
objectives, the bottom line is that the plan should not be based
on political whims and fancies, and the desire to satisfy certain
segments of the population.
Instead, development planning must involve a thorough
analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the economy, as well
as its comparative and competitive advantages and opportunities, which the country can leverage in direct relation to needs
of the country.
Typically, a development plan prioritises projects based on
the identification of national needs, and allocates resources to
meet those needs. At the same time, the feasibility of each project is also analysed to determine whether they should be pursued in relation to the benefits that are expected to be accrued
to the country.
Planning really, therefore, comes down to the efficient versus ad hoc allocation of resources, and facilitates realistic and
achievable outcomes. A development plan basically maps the
country’s path over a defined timeframe, and must be flexible

enough to accommodate unforeseen changes in economic conditions. Plans are either typically renewed or adjusted periodically as goals are achieved and circumstances change. Currently,
this does not seem to be the case.
Evidently, the government is banking on finite oil revenues
to embark on a spending spree. However, it must be noted that
the country, which is still highly indebted, does not necessarily
have unlimited access to cash. Plus, oil is a
depletable resource, and if funds are not used
to develop revenue-generating projects, then
at some point in time these projects could
Dwarka
become useless. That is not to say that social
Lakhan
development projects should be ignored.
Put simply, though a policy document,
from an operational standpoint, the plan
would be like a roadmap for the country to get to its perceived
destination, recognising that there could be speedbumps, potholes, and detours along the way.
However, without a plan,
there is scope for ad hoc decisions, corrupt practices, and
discontentment if resources
are perceived to be inappropriately, or inefficiently
allocated. In fact, Guyana
has had a history of failed
projects and white elephants,
which have largely resulted
from inadequate planning.
The plan must be developed through broad-based
consultation and make
adequate use of technical
experts, whenever necessary,
who are knowledgeable about the unique circumstances of
Guyana.
Arguably, Guyana has never really engaged in formal development planning since becoming independent. Although the
country has had several plans on paper, they were never followed, rendering them useless. This is mainly due to ad hoc
processes, instituted by politicians, who had no interest in
adopting a strategic approach to meeting the objectives of the
plans. Funding in some instances was not available.
But with the potential for reduced dependency on aid to fund
its development as a result of oil revenues, development planning has become a necessity.
Typically, the plan must provide a comprehensive overview
of the economy, set policy direction for economic growth, and
identify strategies, programs, and projects to promote social and
economic development over a defined long-term period, typically five to ten years or more. It must also identify the potential
execution risks; as well being flexible enough to allow for varying shortfalls, or target overruns.
The targets of the plan must be periodically measured to
determine progress, and might have to be adjusted to take into
account changing domestic and international conditions that
might have a bearing on expected outcomes. One of the failures
of plans is that measurement is weak or non-existent, leading to

Vaccination effort reaches out to ‘hot spots’
From Page 1
virus.
He added, “[However], for the first six weeks of 2021, we
have five strains; in just six weeks. The British strain B.1.1.7
is now two and a half times more infectious, which means it
is spreading faster, and hitting younger people. Every time it
moves from one person to another, it gets stronger, and it is
mutating.”
Dr Teelucksingh said the likelihood is “we are headed into
difficulties in April”. However, as he noted, “There are three vaccines being given: Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca. My message is to take the vaccines… with the AstraZeneca, the benefit
of the moment outweighs the slight risk of having a problem.”
The outreach by the community’s health experts was also
echoed by the provincial government earlier this week when it
turned its focus on reaching individuals in “hot spot” communities where Covid-19 has disproportionately impacted certain
neighbourhoods. It is a phase that will prioritise individuals
with the highest-risk health conditions in April, the province
said earlier this week.
With a steady supply of the vaccines expected from the federal government, the plan is to offer to over nine million persons
in Ontario their first vaccination between April and end of June.
These details were provided by Premier Doug Ford, Christine
Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health, and Solicitor
General Sylvia Jones.
“Thanks to the tireless efforts of our frontline health care
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workers, we are getting needles in arms as quickly as possible
and have now administered over 2.6 million vaccines. As soon
as vaccines arrive our focus is turning to the communities hit
hardest by Covid-19, and those with the highest-risk health
conditions. With the extraordinary work of Team Ontario, we
aim to deliver over nine million vaccinations across Ontario by
the end of June,” Premier Ford said.
Phase Two is focused on age and at-risk populations to prevent further death, hospitalisation, and transmission. To support this, Ontario is increasing vaccine allocations to Covid-19
“hot spot” communities across 13 public health units.
Delivering vaccines to people who live in these areas is critical to reducing the impact of Covid-19 as quickly as possible,
and the Ministry of Health is working with public health units
to ensure timely access to vaccines among the identified communities through all available vaccine delivery channels, including pharmacies, mass vaccination clinics, and mobile teams.
In the City of Brampton, its corporate facilities, including
City Hall, are open for pre-booked appointments only. Also,
yesterday the Town and the Ajax Library launched its 70+ phone
drive to combat vaccine hesitancy. A first in Durham Region,
the plan is to reach out to more than 3,000 seniors over the age
of 70 over the next several weeks.
The ongoing outreach will field questions about eligibility,
the booking process, mobile clinics, and transportation, and
provide vaccine resources to seniors who are uncertain about
vaccination.

questionable accountability for various initiatives.
Arguably, Guyanese professionals are best equipped to prepare a national development plan. While the use of foreign
experts might be feasible, they are not necessarily always familiar with the nuances of the country, and often simply regurgitate
what they are told by their local counterparts – making their
input worthless. This has historically been a major shortcoming
of foreign consultants because they are not dedicated to the success of the local country.
As well, some foreign consultants are too afraid to offer critical assessments, while others cannot take criticisms, largely due
to a lack of field experience. In most instances, these consultants
want to remain in favour with the government of the country,
simply taking directions rather than offering technical input. In
such cases, they are professionally unqualified or unprepared
for their roles.
In addition, some consultants are also handcuffed by ideological beliefs, and very often make recommendations about strategies applicable to developed
countries, instead of developing strategies unique to
the local economy.
Incidentally, Guyana has
had extensive experience
attempting to implement
programs that have been successful in developed countries, largely due to “tied aid”
– which hopefully wouldn’t
be the case if it can largely
self-fund its development.
Most such programs do not
take into consideration of
the unique circumstances
and comparative advantages of the country.
Currently, Guyana’s Green Sustainable Development Strategy
is a long term strategy until 2040. It provides the comprehensive
development policy to guide public investment over the next 20
years. Its objective is broader than Guyana’s past development
strategies, and captures a more holistic view of the country’s
social, economic and environmental well-being, in line with the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. However, this
plan was produced prior to Guyana’s discovery of oil and must
be rewritten. It is also not completely aligned with the current
government’s priorities.
At the end of the day, if a national development plan is not
in the making, it is necessary for the government to act now
to ensure that it has one to guide the country’s development.
Otherwise, the country could be embarking on a journey without a roadmap, periodically changing course, and never arriving
at its intended destination.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Senator: Pray for Rowley
From Page 1
for the virus. While the test returned a negative result,
Dennis noted he was in isolation at home, where he will
remain for the next two weeks.
Responding to the positive coronavirus test,
Independent Senator Dr Varma Deyalsingh called on
nationals to pray for Rowley.
“The nation needs to pray for [his] health, and continue
to exercise precautions, as we are seeing an increase in
cases,” he said.
At the time Deyalsingh was in the Senate rcommending a fine for nationals who continue to ignore social
distancing, noting that “persons still encroach your personal space in queues”. He also said he had urged Health
Minister Terrence Deyalsingh “to observe better protocols
in the press conferences”.
Said Deyalsingh: “When I saw [Rowley and Terrence
Deyalsingh], and CMO [Dr Roshan Parasram] sitting
very close at the table, I warned the age and previous
health concerns of our Prime Minister would put him in
a precarious position, and better precautions should be
maintained.”
He added, “I cannot stress enough how important it is
for us to ensure adherence to the Covid-19 protocols if we
are to keep our numbers low and return to a greater level
of normalcy.”
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Delicate pathway ahead for Guyana with the Great Powers
By Treb Narahcmar
s it navigates its
path into the future,
Guyana, the land of
six peoples and many waters,
must keep its sights permanently trained on the Great
Powers that are impacting on
the world, as well as on the
groups of countries that it must
continue to cultivate to protect
its interests and to advance its
welfare.
The world is interested in
Guyana not only because of its
Narendra Modi
new-found energy resources, but because of its environmental
and human assets: its Amazonian forests and the diversity of its
peoples. The world has interests in the conservation of Guyana’s
forests and waters as well as in the fostering of harmony among
its diverse peoples. Guyana can be an example to the world in
these areas.
Militarily, there are three major powers in the world: the
US, still the leading military power in the world; China, in hot
pursuit of the US militarily as well as economically; and Russia,
which is still the second largest nuclear power in the world
next to the US. As a matter of principle, Guyana should be an
advocate for nuclear disarmament since nuclear weapons can
destroy the world.
Economically, there are four leading powers in the world:
the US, still the leading economic power; China, catching up
fast on the US; India, soon to have the largest population in
the world, and therefore the largest internal market; and the
European Union, an economic powerhouse that is a leading
standard-bearer for liberal values represented by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
Historically, the US has enjoyed diplomatic pre-eminence in
the Western Hemisphere, but it is increasingly challenged by
China in its quest for raw materials; and, increasingly, China
is also challenging the US for political and military influence.
Venezuela is a case in point.
The European Union is primarily interested in trade with
Western-Hemisphere countries and promoting liberal values.

A

Rashleigh Jackson
Rudy Insanally
As India aspires to be a leading global economic and political
power, it pays increasing attention to the Caribbean and Latin
America. India is primarily interested in pursuing its national
interests and the modest numbers of people of Indian descent
in Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname are essentially
side-shows in the Indian great game.
Because Venezuela has an aggressive territorial claim against
Guyana, the land of many waters must always be attentive to
cultivating good relations with the Permanent Members of the
UN Security Council: China, France, Russia, the UK, and the
US. For similar reasons, Guyana must cultivate its relations with
the countries of the African Union, the Caribbean and Latin
America, the Commonwealth, and the Organisation of Islamic
Countries.
Guyana chaired the Group of 77 countries in 2020, while
Venezuela chaired the Non-Aligned nations just before that.
Both are influential groupings, and Venezuela, though on its
knees at the present time, has a Foreign and Diplomatic service
far larger than Guyana’s. Venezuela will continue to aggressively
press its claims inside these groupings. Venezuela has even been
using its diplomatic influence within Caricom countries, and
Guyana cannot afford to be complacent on this front.
Historically, Guyana used the platforms of the UN General
Assembly and Security Council to advance and protect its interests. Historically, Guyana had great Ambassadors with much
influence at the UN, including Rashleigh Jackson, and Rudy
Insanally. Ambassador Jackson distinguished himself on the then

UN Council for Namibia while
Ambassador Insanally distinguished himself as President
of the General Assembly. It
would be an interesting study
to compare Guyana’s influence
at the UN in those days with
its recent performance at the
world body.
Since the defence of
Guyana’s national interests is
so intricately wound up with
the defence of the international rule of law, Guyana would
be well advised to heighten
Joe Biden
its human resources in this area in the Foreign Ministry in
Georgetown, as well as at the Permanent Mission to the UN in
New York.
Finally, there is the issue of values. Guyana is, in principle,
a democratic country that aspires to respect for the rule of law
and for fundamental human rights. The only way that it can
knit its population together is to respect the fundamental rights
of every individual, and all of its six peoples. Here Guyana faces
a delicate issue: The US Administration of former President
Donald Trump sought to challenge the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The new administration of President Joe Biden
has changed that.
China has a system of governance that is based on rule by a
dominant communist party, and it aggressively advocates the
superiority of its system in its growing struggle with the US.
Russia advocates the primacy of sovereign rights, namely the
rights of Governments, instead of individuals. India, under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is aggressive in asserting governmental rights and has eroded the rule of law.
Here Guyana has a delicate task at hand. For its own national
cohesiveness and justice, it must continue to uphold the
Constitution’s championship of democracy, the rule of law, and
respect for fundamental rights, while not becoming embroiled
in the tectonic struggles currently underway among the great
powers politically, economically, militarily, and in the sphere of
universal human values and fundamental rights.
A delicate pathway lies ahead!!!

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

GUYANA

Violet an enduring blossom in extended field of family life
By Martin Latchana
hen our mom, Violet Latchana, married our dad,
David Latchana, (no relation; correct spelling
“Lachana”) in early 1958 at Ramdeholl Memorial
Presbyterian Church in New Amsterdam, Berbice, British
Guiana, it was the beginning of a loving partnership that lasted
61 years, until he passed away in August 2019, here in Toronto.
Six years apart in age, they had attended Corentyne High
School (now J.C. Chandisingh Secondary) in Rose Hall. They
met when they were teachers at Albion Primary, where she
joined as a pupil teacher on January 6, 1956, under the late,
revered Headmaster J.R. Latchmansingh.
In January 1960, she joined the J.B Cropper Canadian
Mission School, steps from our home. That was her childhood
school, cycling from Fyrish Road, as she later did, to Albion
School. In an illustrious career, as Headmistress of Bohemia
Primary, she received a Certificate of Merit for being one
of the best administrators; she was Deputy Headmistress
at Tain Primary, and retired as Headmistress at Belvedere
Primary, where she had received another Certificate of Merit
for creating a conducive, learning atmosphere. She enabled
impressive physical improvements to Belvedere Primary.
Mom turned 82 on March 19 this year. She recalls a
wonderful life, her childhood filled with love at Fyrish Road,
a few miles from Albion Front. Her parents James (Jimmy)
and Lilian owned a shop, a trucking business, and two rice
mills at Fyrish and Hampshire. The union of Jimmy and Lilian
produced 12 children, with five now departed: Jack, Reggie,
Oscar, Rosalind (Mam), and Arnold. Jimmy and his brothers
Henry and William separately made the “Who’s Who of British
Guiana, 1945-1948”; they were established young businessmen,
as were their other brothers Cecil and Edwin Abdullah.
Mom, now the matriarch, remains close to her surviving
siblings, Sydney, Annie, Edward, Stanley, Rosemarie (Rosie),
and Desmond.
My grandparents had grandiose plans: our Mom was to go
to England to become a lawyer, following in the footsteps of
her brother Reggie, who left to study medicine in early 1959 in
Ireland. Our Dad thwarted those plans to good avail through
marriage; our parents remained dedicated teachers all their
lives.
Our Mom became, and remains an integral part of

W

10

April 1959: L-R back row are Oscar (d), Rosalind (d),
Annie, Jack (d), & Violet; front are Jimmy (d), Reggie
(d), & Lilian (d); absent are Sydney, Edward, Stanley,
Arnold (d), Rosemary & Desmond
our Dad’s family that lived a mile away at Chesney Front;
our paternal grandparents Philip “Checkman”, the deputy
bookkeeper at Albion Estate, and Katie were wonderful and
welcoming, along with our Dad’s siblings, Mabel, Kenneth, Ivy,
Florence, Victor (deceased), and Arnold (d).
In fact, my brother Michael and myself lived with Philip
(d. 1966), Katie (d. 1982), and family during the week, whilst
our Mom attended Teachers Training College (with dorms)
in Georgetown, the present site of the Marriot Hotel. Philip’s
ancestors were Madrassee, while Katie’s were from Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab in India. Their families had also arrived in
British Guiana in the 1860’s, and their experience at Plantation

Albion includes a kinship to this day with fellow Indentured
who lived in logies.
Thankfully all the siblings (except Kenneth) of our parents
live in the Toronto area. Ours is an example of Indians
who were converted to Christianity generations ago, but
have retained an “Indianness” especially common to many
Presbyterians in the Caribbean.
Jimmy was quite close to his relatives; his ancestors
originated in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and today are known
as the “descendants of Ganpat and Samundee” who arrived in
British Guiana around 1862. It is a large clan, including wellknown names in Berbice such as Annamanthadoo, Hanoman,
Rawana, Abdullah, Ramdeholl, Hanoman, Dharry, Persram,
Narsingh, Ramroop, Goriah, and Beharrysingh. Jimmy
frequently loaded the children into the tray of a truck and took
them to visit relatives from Rose Hall to Tain.
Grandfather Jimmy died in 1962 of a heart attack at the
Fyrish Rice Mill; he was 53. Lilian’s ancestors were South
Indian (Madrassee) and Irish. Facing their home were three
houses of the siblings of Lilian, the Chinapens, and in Fyrish
Village, the Singhs – all were particularly close, still to this day.
Lilian passed away in 1983, and is well remembered as a good
preparer of mulligatawny soup.
Our parents were strict, particularly our Dad, but gave us,
Martin (Dayma), Michael (Shaneeza), Marlon (Indira), and
Marcie (Martindale) wonderful lives, and have been proud
of our professional achievements, and the fact that we have
produced loving families including the four grandchildren,
Kristen (and husband Rahul), Nadine, Maya, and Joshua
and sadly, late great grand daughter Kareena. Church was
paramount; we were active members of Bethel Presbyterian
Church at Albion Front, right next to Cropper Government
School.
Today, Violet Latchana recalls fondly her life. She keeps
in touch with many, including former close colleagues and
former neighbours who were cane cutters, schoolteachers,
farmers, factory workers, and office workers. (It is believed
that Albion Estate provide work for over 10,000 people at one
time.) And of course, family and extended family.
Today, the old neighbourhood is largely gone; the older
folks have passed on, while others, now part of the extensive
diaspora, are domiciled mostly in the US, and here in Canada.
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO APRIL 20, 2021
FULL RANGE OF DRIED FRUITS FOR BAKING, COOKING SWEET
DISHES SUCH AS KHEER & MAKING VARIOUS DESSERTS

GUYANA PRIDE
VERMICELLI

GLORIA CONDENSED
BEVERAGE WHITENER

2/$300

$129 each

Low Price
DASHEEN LEAVES

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

DATES, FIGS, PEACHES,
APRICOTS, PRUNES

Available

$799 Lge bag

Available

GUYANA HASSAR

FROZEN HEADLESS
PAN-READY BANGAMARY

WHOLE FROZEN
GILBACKER

$259 lb

$499 lb

WEST INDIAN QUEEN
CREAM SODA or LEMONADE

$2199 case

$599 lb

LARGE SWEET
PINEAPPLE

$499 each

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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AJAX SHINING STAR
BURSARY PROGRAM

$10,000 available to
support Underrepresented Youth

5

2

High
schools

Students
per school

10

$1,000
bursaries

Log on to ajax.ca/ASSB to check who can apply
Please contact the Town’s Diversity and Inclusion
Coordinator at diversity@ajax.ca if you have any
questions about the status of your application.

Accepting Applications
until April 30, 2021
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Better savings start here

RESHMA AUDHO

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
@tintaleephotography

INST

1201717CN.1

/tintaleephotography

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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DIASPORA BUSINESS PROFILE

Lachmansingh delivers with Q-Trex International
By Romeo Kaseram
hile running an international
shipping company has its ups-andowns, Hardutt Lachmansingh,
director of Q-Trex International, agrees it is
mostly to-and-fro.
No kidding, he says, growing reflective in
the moments following our opening mix of
humour alongside his distilled observations,
even as he gets down to business right away,
saying it is a solid fact that Q-Trex International
is among the leaders inhabiting Canada’s
shipping universe today.
Q-Trex International gives back to the community with
Lachmansingh is focused on our telephone
free shipping to the Caribbean; below, left, a retired
interview even as he is energised by, and
Guyana police officer receives the gift of a wheelchair
engaged in, ongoing commercial activity
around him. The phone picks up the sound
of a truck’s engine adding an urgency to the
ambiance of what sounds like the warehouse
going at full throttle. As the truck pulls away, a
forklift lumbers noisily past, and then fades, the
receding doppler from its engine an indicator
of the 20,000 square footage depth in the
extensive Mississauga warehouse.
Lachmansingh himself is a metaphor for
mobility and industry; it took a few days before
pinning him down for a pandemic-restricted
chat. An earlier conversation while he was on
the move was punctuated by an abrasive wind
blowing against the cellphone’s microphone.
Always on the move, Lachmansingh as the
quintessential shipper was finally pinned down
and packaged for the chat, but with a caveat:
that his instructive moments of humour,
observations about his international experience,
and his hands-on management style on the job
meant being interrupted by a surging workflow.
The majority of Lachmansingh’s off-phone
conversations are in a fast-moving current of
pressing tasks: employees seeking guidance, interventions
blossoming shipping company. A few uninterrupted moments
with logistics that emphasise delivery efficiencies, his vast
follow where once again he is reflective, his mind on an
experience discernible in the specific arrive-at directions he
express route as he returns to an earlier question about the
calls out to the driver in an exiting vehicle.
company’s brand.
It is a workflow where he is constantly approached for
He says, “You know, the name Q-Trex International is a
signatures and approvals; one where he disengages from
very creative business name. I wanted this company to be
our conversation to engage in pleasantries with another
among the big names in the field.”
driver arriving with a package. At times, our chat on the
It turns out what he had in mind was that Q-Trex
phone becomes an aside, an apologetic, on-hold corollary to
International riff off the big brand names; and so, the company
Lachmansingh’s more prioritised commercial needs at hand.
is founded on action keywords as “swift”, and “movement”;
“Take this route,” he concludes with a driver. “It will give
also, the name is a portmanteau, layered with “Quality”; then
you enough time to get there and back,” he calls out as the
there is movement in “Trek”’ and “Express”; and of course,
truck shifts into gear.
“Global” is quite obvious for its longer reach.
Understandably, a shipping company thrives on deadlines,
Then comes another nugget of reflective distillation: he says
which means Lachmansingh’s corollary multi-tasking while on
part of the route he took to travel alongside the big names in
the phone ensures that the dynamic current keeps its steady
the shipping business takes an ability to think and to build big;
delivery flow, his interventions a seamless configuring of besthe adds that his objective was to carve out a unique place in
route scenarios for a shipment utilising an extensive roadmap
the Canadian landscape.
inside his head.
“We offered good service; my prices were competitive,”
It goes without saying when asked about his experience and
Lachmansingh reminisces. Those early days saw Q-Trex
knowledge of the lay of the land in the GTA, that his response
International with about eight employees; among his
would be he knows the metropolis quite well. To craft a
early inventory were three vans, and one truck. Today,
refreshing way to write it invokes a comparative: that he knows Lachmansingh has 15 employees in Mississauga; there are 50
the GTA, and beyond, so well a homing pigeon equipped with
employees beyond Canada in New York, Guyana, Trinidad &
GPS would not find its way faster.
Tobago, Montego Bay, and Kingston.
“It has always been a professional life for me,”
“We laid down our foundation on contracted, dedicated
Lachmansingh says. Then, not as an afterthought, but a
work. We weren’t shopping for sales; we had dedicated
statement of fact: “It all started off with my sweat and hard
contracts that were renewed. We gave good service; our prices
work”.
were competitive, and the contracts were renewed,” he recalls.
He adds, “It has always been about receiving, delivering,
Alongside his burgeoning company, Lachmansingh’s
and taking the most efficient routes available to get a
experience too was growing; he was acquiring a vast body
customer’s package, be it a box or a barrel, on time, and
of knowledge about the Canadian courier and shipping
accurately, to its destination.”
landscape. This was before GPS; but then, even before
Q-Trex International started off as a courier company, he
patient electronic voices gave directions, Lachmansingh
says. It was back in April 1992, he recalls, becoming true to
was a repository of data with a vast knowledge base of road
his calling in life by picking up an earlier discussion that he
networks, landmarks, and street-level coordinates. It was
parked to sign-off on documents brought in by an employee;
ground-level know-how, still evident in the warmth of his
then comes another intervention, where he gives instructions
instructions, his voice confident as he outlines directions to a
for storage of what sounds like an incoming, bulky item.
truck driver heading out on a run.
“We had our own operations in 1992 in Mississauga. We
Lachmansingh stays focused on the key concepts that fuels
had contracts with banks, shuttling critical office banking
his business: customer service that is engaging and efficient;
documents,” he says.
on-time delivery; competitive pricing; and an impeccable
“These were contracts with Air Canada, for the distribution
track record. Then there are logistics, a pillar in his operations,
of cargo. Also, we shuttled documents for the big banks: one
he says. He makes the statement minus any inflection of
of them was the Royal Bank. We took their documents to
proprietorship and pride-of-ownership, a statement of fact,
processing centres in Burlington, Hamilton; we did a daily
as he telescopes down the decades past. His grounding in
shuttle to Guelph,” Lachmansingh recalls.
logistics prepared him to thoroughly master the job on the
Those were the formative years for Lachmansingh’s
provincial, national and international levels; and then he
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extended it into overseas shipping, he says.
He waxes uninterrupted on logistics,
speaking confidently how he applied its
grounding to build Q-Trex International
from the ground up. Yes, there were the hardknocks an entrepreneur encounters, but he
kept the start up running; and later, there was
finetuning, finessing, so today the organisation
purrs like a truck’s engine.
“[Logistics] gave me the knowledge,”
Lachmansingh notes; but he moves on too
quickly, not lingering to finish the thought,
that it also gave him a leading edge. He
adds, “[My] knowledge in Ontario gave me
the experience… about trucking, couriers,
transportation, on the local and international
levels; also, I learned about doing overseas
shipments”.
The knowledge and experience gained from
totally mastering Ontario’s logistics presented
opportunities for Q-Trex International to
deliver sound service to the wider Canadian
market. Soon, the company was shipping
up-and-down, and to-and-fro: Calgary,
Vancouver, Edmonton, Regina, Winnipeg,
Halifax, St Johns; the operation had become
Canada-wide.
“The knowledge I acquired assisted me
in getting freight using the interconnecting
linkages in the transportation trade,” he says.
A shipping company moves freight; but
along with this main uplift, it must also know
when to move its focal points, targetting and
picking up opportunities while on its route to
becoming commercially successful.
Says Lachmansingh: “We continued going
along with transportation until we leveled off. It
meant seeking opportunities beyond Canada.”
It meant opening up overseas operations:
Guyana, Jamaica, and across the Caribbean; and in New York.
Says Lachmansingh: “I love the people in New York. We’ve
been going there for over 30 years. But our location there
did not come easy. The Federal Marine Commission licence
wasn’t easy to get in the US. It cost us (US) $150,000. We
were successful in getting the FMC in 2013, which allowed us
to pick up parcels for delivery; but we were just too busy in
Canada to follow through.”
However, business does not always move in a straight line,
he adds: “Then the government changed in Guyana in 2015.
It brought an economic drought, and shipments to Guyana
from Canada slowed down. We had the Guyana location
in operation, and it needed cargo to remain afloat; so, we
explored the NY option again. It kept the Guyana office going.”
The Guyana location grew out of his commitment to
standards and efficiency, Lachmansingh says.
He becomes anecdotal: “Let me stress why the Guyana
warehouse came about. The level of service in Guyana was
not acceptable to Canadian standards. For me, quality is
important; on-time delivery is paramount.”
But high standards and quality service come at a price, he
declares. The Guyana start-up cost (US) $3 million for the
purchase of properties, licencing, registration, and government
fees. When it was completed, Lachmansingh entered Guyana’s
history for putting together the first bonded warehouse for
imports that handled personal effects.
“It was lots of hard work in setting up the Guyana location.
I would come off the plane in Toronto on Saturday, and then
head back to Georgetown on Monday. There were a lot of
frustrations to overcome. All of it was accomplished, and paid
out of my pocket,” he says.
The Guyana location was registered in 2009, and got off the
ground in 2012. It is approximately 20,000 square feet, with
five Guyana Customs Officers onsite.
Q-Trex International’s other offices are in Antigua,
Dominica, Barbados, Grenada, Kingston and Montego Bay, St
Kitts, St Lucia, Trinidad, and St Vincent. Here at home, there
are two pickup locations in Scarborough.
Our hour-long chat begins to wind down; it has been
the equivalent of a radio call-in – connected sequences of
narrative, with numerous business insertions.
Now it is a wrap, with Lachmansingh saying, “It was no
fairy tale operation. Q-Trex International went through
mostly good things, and today we can take on any Canadian
competitor. No one else can handle the volume, or the
numbers, that we can ship out of Ontario. We are on the
top for shipping. For this, I thank my customers for all their
support over the years.”
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IN MEMORIAM

Geeta’s footsteps took a path to dance
September 28, 1949-March 2, 2021
By Adit Kumar
opular dance teacher and
community icon, Geeta Leo,
passed away on March 2, 2021
after losing her battle with Covid-19.
Geeta hails from a family steeped in
Indian culture, and it was no surprise
when she pursued her passion to become
a dance teacher specialising in the Odissi
dance form. She enrolled for dance
classes at the Indian Cultural Centre in
Georgetown, Guyana, and soon excelled
as a student, gaining accolades from her
teachers and others who witnessed her
performances. Geeta even went to India
to finetune her dancing skills.
She brought that talent with her when
she migrated to Canada. Combining
her talent along with that of her late
sister, Devika Chetram, they established
the Tarana Dance School, which soon
became a household name in the
Caribbean and South Asian community.
That school was not only sought after
as a teaching institution, but many
organisations sought its talent to enhance
their stage shows that was graciously
offered.
Geeta later established her own
dance school, Geetika Dance Company,
and was a main teacher along with her
daughter Premika.
Geeta was born and grew up in
Alexander Village on the East Bank
of Demerara. She was the eighth child
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How Naipaul made a way in the world
Balkrishna Maharagh Naipaul:
October 20, 1940 - March 6, 2021
By Dhanpaul Narine
alkrishna Maharagh Naipaul was born
on October 20, 1940 in Montrose,
central Trinidad, and educated at
London, where he read History, Economics,
International Law, and International Relations.
He migrated from England to Canada in
1968, and lived in Saskatchewan until 1982,
where he worked as an educator before leaving
to serve as the permanent representative of
Development Educators for World Peace at
the United Nations.
During his tenure at the UN, a period
of some 16 years, he consulted with world
leaders in most parts of the world while
maintaining his official residence in Ontario.
In 1985, in addition to his work at the UN,
Naipaul founded the international tabloid,
Global Times, which he edited until 1996. He
vacated his position at the UN in 1998, and
devoted his entire time to writing fiction.
In 2005 Naipaul was awarded the
prestigious title of ‘Saahitya Mani’ from the
Shikshayatan Institute of America for his
trilogy, Arc of The Horizon, Legends of The
Emperor’s Ring, and The Yoga of Love, and for
his contributions to world literature. In 2006,
he was selected by the World Business Forum
to receive their most lucrative award for “his
outstanding contributions to literature and
successful achievement as a World Renowned
Author of Books, and for his Invaluable
Services to the Canadian/Caribbean
community as one of the founding leaders”.
In 2010, he was awarded ‘The
Shabdakantih Order of Literature’ from the
Shabdakantih Awards Academy in New York
for his two novels set in Trinidad, The Other
Side of the House (likened by one critic as a
rejoinder to V.S. Naipaul’s, A House for Mr.
Biswas), and The Mansion.
While well-known as a writer of fiction,
and a diplomat, Naipaul was also a poet.
Before migrating from the UK to Canada
in 1968, he published, Agony in Dreams, an
eclectic collection of poetry, with its pièce de
résistance a longer poem that boldly narrated
the theme of the evils of Indentureship.
But among Naipaul’s loves was his
affinity for fiction. At 20 years old he had
already written a novel, and having lost the
manuscript, did not attempt to rewrite it.
After completing his studies at London,
he began writing another novel. Halfway
through this effort, he offered to show it to his
cousin, the late author, V.S. Naipaul. While his
celebrated cousin was encouraging, he urged
Naipaul not to send him the novel until it was
finished.
According to Naipaul, his cousin’s advice
was, “You should finish your novel and be
prepared to write another and another. It is
a lonely business, but it is what writers who
write must be prepared to do…”
Taking this advice from his cousin, Naipaul
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finished a long novel, Flies in a Bottle, which
was around 750 pages.
In his career as a writer, Naipaul’s focus
extended from the Americas to Africa; Britain
to Canada; the Caribbean to India; and on
Trinidad & Tobago, where three of his eight
books found their origins. Along with his
universal focus, his themes capture a unique
spirit that made him into a social philosopher.
As the critic and Sanskrit scholar, Dr
Charaumanie Bissundyal observed of
Naipaul’s book, Mansion, that the author
was a bold and creative writer who was
uncomfortable with the standards set by
others.
As Dr Bissundyal noted, “The Mansion is
a brilliant book introducing a fresh genre and
style into the art form of the novel.”
Naipaul will also be remembered for his
solid contribution to Canadian policy. At a
time when most newcomers to Canada were
only feeling their way in the vast Canadian
landscape, Naipaul was writing position
papers for the Government of Canada at the
highest level.
In many ways he was not just the originator
of policy, but also a prime disseminator – at
the invitation of then Prime Minister Pierre
Elliot Trudeau, he offered insights into
multiculturalism that saw the creation of the
Ministry of Culture and Youth.
Naipaul was also instrumental in helping
to draft Canadian policies with regard to the
New International Economic Order, as well
as Canada’s unique position at the UN on
Disarmament and Development, where he
contributed to PM Pierre Trudeau’s instructive
landmark speech at the UN, “Suffocating the
Arms Race at the Source”.
Naipaul has not only earned a high place
in the affairs of Canada, but in most places
where he has visited on this globe: he was
known personally to former UK Prime
Ministers Sir Harold Wilson and James
Callaghan; India’s late PM, Indira Gandhi; the
late President of Egypt, Anwar Sadat; the late
Jamaican PM, Michael Manley; and Canada’s
PM Pierre Trudeau.
Naipaul felt these world leaders were
important interlocutors in his development in
a world that is never devoid of paradoxes, and
which is constantly at play to test the mettle of
one’s inner spirit.
He passed away on March 6, 2021 at his St
Catharines home in Ontario, Canada, and is
survived by wife Gita, and children Taran and
Ranna; he was stepfather to Satya, Vik, and
Rachel, and Sachin.
He was also grandfather to Pascal
and Saffron; brother of Suruj (deceased),
Pundit Sase, Pundit Bhandath (d), Pundit
Krishnadath, Sheila, Rabidath, Suresh (d),
Naresh, Rupatee, Ramesh (d); and uncle
of many, among them Rajin, Vedo, Gyani,
Vindra, Mala, Ravi, Anandi, and Sunil.
(Extracted from a longer feature,
Balkrishna Naipaul: A Profile.)
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Bal Naipaul presents ‘Sangam: The Jhansi Legacy’ to Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Geeta Leo
in a family of 13. Many of her siblings
established themselves in various art forms.
Her late brother, Onkar, was a popular
music teacher in Toronto.
Geeta was married 35 years ago to her
sweetheart, David Leo, whom she met
while working at Stoll and Dias Accounting
firm. Their union brought forth two
children, Premika and Nicholas. David
and Geeta both left established positions
in Guyana to venture to Canada, and that
decision paid off as they both charted
successful careers in Canada. Geeta was
well-recognised for her talent and advocacy
for women and Indo Caribbean history.
Geeta will be sadly missed. She is
survived by husband David, daughter
Premika, son Nicholas, son-in-law Chad,
and the extended family.

brampton.ca
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DIASPORA DATELINE: NEW YORK

Kid on the block, Khaleel wins an Assembly seat

By Dhanpaul Narine
Dhanpaul also noted: “You also did something that might be
the results are respected with quiet dignity.
t was impressive, diverse, and inclusive. Khaleel Anderson
considered as revolutionary. You reached out to Guyana, in the
He added, “Contrast that to what happened on January
is the kid from the block that went on to win an Assembly
form of Tanagra Bledman and Mone’t Schultz, who directed
6, 2021, where we had an insurrection in Washington. The
seat in District 31, in the Rockaways. In so doing, he
your campaign all the way to victory, and with 88 percent
real America is not there, but here, where we peacefully
became the youngest African-American in New York to
of the votes cast! As we meet, America is reeling from the
pass the torch. Those insurrectionists have failed, and we
be elected to the Assembly. He had to fight the machine
effects of race hate. We do not
have succeeded in helping
candidate, and he did so with all hands on-deck, particularly
want to return to the days of
the people with the stimulus
with the youths. One of the first things Khaleel did after his
internment. Asian-Americans
payments and the vaccines.”
victory was to reach out to
have the right, like anyone
Congressman
Richmond Hill and Ozone Park
else, to live in freedom, to pay
Gregory Meeks, of
for a listening tour. It became
their taxes and to pursue the
the 5th Congressional
clear, after a few questions, that
American Dream peacefully.”
District, administered
the Assemblyman had to act.
Additionally, “I say ‘Stop
the oath of office
He has to date sponsored or
the hate’; let our words come
to Khaleel. He
co-sponsored a number of laws
from the depth of truth, as
congratulated the
to improve the welfare of the
Rabindranath Tagore says.
Assembly-member for
community.
We know why the caged
an excellent campaign.
On a beautiful Saturday
From left, State Senator James Sanders, bird sings. It wants an end
Meeks said Khaleel is
afternoon in March 2021, Khaleel
Assemblyman Khaleel Anderson, US Senator to discrimination. It wants
a dynamite young man
had his inauguration ceremony.
Chuck Schumer, and Congressman Gregory Meeks to see a peaceful world. It
who will rise to the
It was held at the Macedonian
wants a community that is united in its resolve to protect
highest levels in government. These views were echoed
Temple in Far Rockaway, New
the environment. It wants unity in diversity. It wants our
by State Senator James Sanders. He said that many
York. The benediction was given
classrooms to be cradles for peaceful change. Let’s acknowledge
political movements were founded in the Rockaways.
by members of different faiths.
Pandit Shekhar Persaud
our teachers, and principals, and the parents, that have had to
Khaleel was created in two pandemics, one that is
They included Pandit Shekhar
(right) from the Durga Temple known as racism, and the other is the current health
make so much sacrifice during the lockdown.”
Persaud of the Durga Temple Sai Sai Gurukul gave his good crisis. Sanders added that young people should make
Dhanpaul also wished Assemblyman Khaleel well, saying:
Gurukul, Imam Ahmad Hamid
wishes to Assemblyman good noise, and do the impossible.
“We know you that you will shake up Albany, and keep your
of Nur-ul-Islam, Reverend Evan
Khaleel Anderson.
James Vacca was Khaleel’s teacher at Queens College, fingers on the pulse of your community. We are confident, in
Gray, and Harpreet Toor from the Sikh community. Pandit
these unpredictable times, that you will use the healing powers
and he praised the young man for his enquiring mind and
Keran Dalliphcharnd of Sai Gurukul also gave his good wishes
of reason and moderation to fight the poison of extremism.
helpful attitude. Another speaker was Dr Dhanpaul Narine.
to the event.
You have the common touch, and you are a good listener.”
In his remarks he said: “Martin Luther King said that the
The speakers were drawn from a cross-section of the
There were messages from Queens Borough President
time is always right to do what is right. We are confident that
community. US Senator Chuck Schumer said that District
Donovan Richards, District Leader Richard David, and Public
Khaleel will do what is right. There are many causes in which
Assembly 31 is lucky to have Khaleel Anderson as its member.
Advocate Jumaane Williams, and others.
you can lend your voice, and in which you can become active.
According to Schumer, “Khaleel grew up in the area and went
In his reply, Khaleel thanked his parents, the extended
There is gender justice that is a pressing issue in Queens. Then
to school there. He finished his Masters’ Degree at Queens
family, and the community. He said that if you want to go far,
there is immigration.”
College, and organised to improve education in the Rockaways.
Additionally, “We know that your dad Ansu came here from you should go together. He will work to deliver services and he
He carried this strength to that call in this room. In the next
will always fight for a District that is hungry for leadership.
Liberia to follow the American Dream. He worked hard and
chapter, he will be sworn in as the duly elected representative
Said Khaleel: “I exist to serve you, and not to be a
became an organiser for the National Health Care Workers
of the 31st Assembly District.”
bureaucrat.” He added that his campaign was about inclusion,
Union 1199, while your mom Ronique worked for ACORN,
Schumer also praised Khaleel’s family for their support, and
and advocated for the less privileged. You were able to sit at the and he asked that people invest in the collective community
then he touched on the American democratic system. He said
and that he welcomed feedback. A minute’s silence was
feet of your parents, and to see advocacy in action. We know
that in every November there is an election in America, and
observed for those who lost their lives to the pandemic.
you will work to bring change in immigration.”
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Risking danger, Freedom Riders of 1961 took on hostility to end segregation
PROFILE
By Dhanpaul Narine
he next time you sit in a train or ride the buses
in America, or even enjoy a walk in the park, you
should think of a group of brave persons called the
Freedom Riders. They helped to hasten the Civil Rights
movement in the US, and to make it possible for all races to
sit and eat together, and to use public transportation without
discrimination. The Freedom Riders movement had its
genesis in 1947. It was in that year that the Congress of Racial
Equality conducted a Journey of Reconciliation, the purpose
of which was to direct attention to racial segregation in public
transportation.
Segregation was practiced in the Southern states despite
a ruling by the Supreme Court that it was unconstitutional.
The object of CORE was to highlight the injustice that was
associated with segregation, and to get President John F.
Kennedy to enforce the civil rights of African Americans.
The idea was simple. Riders would sit in buses, and other
public places, and they would do so in multi-racial groups. The
Riders knew that their action would be met with resistance,
but they were prepared to risk their lives to challenge the
racism of the South. Their strategy was to practice Gandhian
methods of non-resistance and non-violence. They rehearsed
scenes in which they would be humiliated, but these could not
prepare them for the real attacks.
One of the Freedom Riders said, “One of the things we
learned was how to hold ourselves in case we got beaten. You
had to curl up in a fetal position because you didn’t want your
insides to be clubbed. And you put your heads down with your
arms over your head so that your arms might be broken, but
your head won’t split open.”
Why do the Freedom Riders still inspire Americans and
those that long for freedom?
The answer to this question lies in the decision of the
Supreme Court (Boynton v. Virginia 1960) which ruled that
segregation in interstate traveling was illegal. This meant that
separate toilets and dining rooms only for white travelers were
no longer allowed. According to the law, people were free to
sit wherever they wanted, and to make use of the facilities in
public places. But the white establishment did not recognise
the ruling of the Supreme Court. There were sit-ins by Black
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Freedom Riders worked to end to US segregation
students, at lunch counters, and mass meetings were held to
fight segregation.
The Freedom Riders rode buses into the segregated South
to make the point that everyone was free to choose where they
should sit, in keeping with a Supreme Court ruling in 1960.
The Supreme Court had ruled in that year that segregated
public buses were unconstitutional.
The first Freedom Ride took place from Washington to New
Orleans in 1961. The buses comprised young people, most of
whom were students. The interracial group was arrested on
numerous occasions for trespassing or unlawful assembly.
On one occasion Riders were stopped and beaten, and the
bus was firebombed. It was a harrowing experience. Catherine
Burks recalls the attacks on a fellow Rider: “Some men held
him while white women clawed his face with their nails. And
they held up their little children, who couldn’t have been more
than a couple years old – to claw his face. I had to turn my
head back because I just couldn’t watch it.”
In Birmingham, Alabama, the Klansmen were waiting
for the Freedom Riders with pipes, baseball bats, and other
weapons. The riders were beaten, and one of them required 53
stitches. No arrests were made.
Despite their personal injuries, the Riders continued, and
in Alabama there was a meeting in the Baptist Church. Dr
Martin Luther King spoke in support of the Riders. There was
great tension, as outside of the church a crowd of 3,000 whites
was shouting obscenities. According to a witness, “The crowds
grew thicker and converged to the church. The police did
nothing to stop them, and the incidents became ugly.”
The response from Alabama’s Governor Patterson was

most instructive. He said without emotion, “When you go
somewhere looking for trouble, you usually find it… You just
can’t guarantee the safety of a fool, and that’s what these folks
are, just fools”.
But the events were beginning to get national attention. The
Attorney-General Robert Kennedy decided to put pressure
on the Greyhound Company, and the head of the Alabama
State Patrol said that he would give the Riders protection from
Alabama to Montgomery. This was a distance of about 90
miles.
The truce turned out to be uneasy. As the bus pulled into
Montgomery there was violence. The personal representative
of Robert Kennedy, John Seigenthaler, was beaten unconscious
by the mob. The federal marshals were called to restore order.
By this time, however, there were a number of factors that
were playing out at the national level. The first was the adverse
publicity that the government was getting. The images of the
beatings, tear-gassings, and dogs attacking the riders were
beamed across the world. It was publicity that the government
did not want.
What was the significance of the freedom rides, and why do
we need to include it in the curriculum?
As we can see, the riders risked enormous personal danger
to carry out their mission. What was remarkable at the time
was the fact that both Blacks and whites called on President
Kennedy and Congress to make life better for Blacks. The
recommendations included equal access to public facilities,
decent housing, better education facilities, and employment,
among others.
These were articulated in a coherent and dramatic fashion
on the march in Washington in August 1963, where Martin
Luther King spoke stirringly of his “dream”. The Freedom
Riders may not have known it at the time, but the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 made it possible for the status of Blacks to
be changed.
Literacy and other tests were prohibited as a means to
vote, and the power of the Black vote began to determine the
outcome of elections. Robert Kennedy said in 1968 that things
“are moving so fast in race relations”; also, “A Negro could be
President in 40 years. There is no question about it”.
In 2008, 40 years later, Barack Obama took the oath of
office in Washington, and became the 44th US President.
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AUTHORS' CORNER

‘Bihar’ & Girmitya research links to diaspora past

I

n her book, Bihar & Beyond – The Lives of Our Ancestors,
such as these are needed today.
author Nutan Ragoobir presents the personal narratives of
Also at Ragoobir’s book launch were President of the
Indian indentured labourers and their descendants facing
NCIC, Dr Deokinanan Sharma; PRO of the NCIC, Surujdeo
what would have been challenging adversities as depression,
Mangaroo; Senator Deoroop Teemal; Dr Vijay Naraynsingh;
abuse, diseases, and social stress, and still succeeding. As
and Principal of the Parvati Girl’s Hindu College, Sharda
Ragoobir explains, these success stories are founded on the
Maharaj-Ramjattan.
willpower, capabilities, and dedication of these individuals, and
Bihar & Beyond – The Lives of Our Ancestors is available
this is not evident only in Trinidad and
for international purchase via its
Tobago, but throughout the diaspora.
Facebook page.
Ragoobir made these statements
Ragoobir has also been working on
during her book launch earlier this
a second project, an electronic library
year when she spoke at National
that is dedicated to the diaspora, the
Council of Indian Culture Heritage
Girmitya Archives.
Centre in Chaguanas in central
Girmitya translates into “an
Trinidad. As she noted, how her
agreement signer”, with “Girmit” being
maternal great-grandfather, Kunj
the document that was signed by
Behari lived his life has left her with
Indentured labourers as part of their
a deep respect and inspiration. Bihar
bonding to travel to the Caribbean.
& Beyond narrates the journey of
According to Ragoobir, Girmitya
the 18-year old Behari, who chose
Archives is a free online library for
Indentureship to flee his State of Bihar
scholars, academics, and students,
in India, which then was plagued by a
providing access to research relating
devastating famine.
to the Indian Diaspora and Indian
As Ragoobir explained, her book
History. It aims to help those interested
on Behari and his story are among
in research, as it will be collaborating
the emerging narratives about the
with an academic community and on
High Commissioner of India H.E. Arun
diaspora now being documented. This
building networks while lowering costs
Kumar Sahu (right) & Nutan Ragoobir
book now has a place among other
and saving time.
texts written about ancestors, and other Trinidad and Tobago
As Ragoobir noted, its raison d’être is founded on her
legends as Pundit Hardath Maharaj; comedian and politician
realisation there was need for such a database during the
John Agitation; and the legendary singer Sam Boodram.
writing of Bihar & Beyond. Information and research were
As she noted, Bihar & Beyond has a place among these
scattered across media that could be lost if not digitised.
narratives that are documenting and highlighting the
Quoting the Sanskrit phrase “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”,
diaspora’s struggles, triumphs, and contributions.
meaning “The world is one family”, Ragoobir said Covid-19
That Bihar & Beyond is a worthy contribution to ancestral
has proven we can only overcome the pandemic if we work
scholarship, and serves as a source of inspiration for future
together. Girmitya Archives will act as a network that will not
generations, was recognised by Kevin Ramnarine, former
only connect the diaspora, but will also allow them to maintain
Minister of Energy & Energy Affairs; the High Commissioner
relations with India, she said.
of India to Trinidad and Tobago, His Excellency Arun Kumar
Ragoobir’s effort has received support from Dr Samaroo,
Sahu; and UWI professor emeritus, Dr Brinsley Samaroo. As
and Dr Jerome Teelucksingh, senior lecturer at the Department
Dr Samaroo notes in the text’s introduction, more biographies
of History at the University of the West Indies.

Said Dr Teelucksingh, “Girmitya Archives is crucial in the
preservation of the history of the global Indian Diaspora. This
project will certainly be that window to allow us insight into
the lives of so many persons who have remained invisible and
lost among the records of humanity. This online repository will
serve to inspire this, and future generations.”
He added, “We are truly proud of this pioneering initiative,
conceptualised by a visionary daughter of the soil.”
Girmitya Archives is part of Girmitya Foundation, a notfor-profit organisation registered in Trinidad and Tobago that
is focused on preserving the heritage and legacies of Girmityas.
Its website notes researchers gain access to the database via a
single-window search facility that allows research to be done
in minimum time. It is accessible on electronic devices using
Android or iOS operating systems.
Ragoobir is a senior insurance professional, a PhD student,
author, and currently sits on the board of a privately-owned
company. Click here to go to the website.

Why multicultural Canada is the envy of the world

T

he concept of Canadian multiculturalism has often
been debated in and out of Canada over the years. It
was Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, father of current
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who announced
multiculturalism as a national policy on October 8, 1971,
(Canadian Encyclopedia). That was 50 years ago. I arrived in
Canada in August 1965. Over that time, I have seen cultural
changes in Canadian society that are more than dramatic.
When I applied to emigrate to Canada from the Caribbean
previously, I was quickly turned down as
not having skills that Canada needed. At
that time Canada had a strict quota system
Bernard
based on a colour code, where folks coming
Heydorn
from countries of dark colouring had little
chance of being accepted as an immigrant,
compared to countries with a white or
European complexion. It was a form of
racism.
All that changed not long after Pierre Trudeau became
Prime Minister. He was a man who had travelled the world
widely, and was open-minded. He was also a “see far” man
who realised that Canada would need people in the work
force as the population was dipping. He was prepared to admit
immigrants of non-white complexion. Previous to that, Canada
had three cultural groups: English, French, and Indigenous.
Bringing in folks of a darker complexion was a brave and bold
move. He was intent on developing “a just society”.
When I arrived in Toronto as a student in the mid-1960s,
Toronto was very different from what it is now. It was a milkywhite society of European cultures. The culture and colour
of folks from other parts of the world would soon make their
appearance. The “two solitudes” of Canada – English and
French, would get a “shake up”. In this dynamic environment I
found myself.
Folks from the Caribbean were soon to make their mark.
They and others changed the colour and flavour of Canadian
society. Before my time, Canada was a place where people lived
their lives, independent, somewhat distant, not overly friendly,
but not unfriendly, minding their own business. As a result,
they gained the reputation of being “the world's peacekeepers”.
Former Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson had won
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957. The frigidity of the country’s
weather was somewhat reflected in its citizenry.
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Folks from the Caribbean were changing the cultural
landscape. They were the yeast in the dough. It started perhaps
with Caribana and the Parade – the Carnival-type show, the
music, costumes, the revelry, “come on maan, jump in line!” I
was there at that first Caribana in Toronto in 1967. Canadians
could not believe that people could unwind like that. Some
thought it might be fun to join in. I was there when the steamer
took off for Toronto island where the Caribana revelry went late
into the night. Some of the cops present used their batons in a
friendly way to keep the beat and enhance
the dance.
Caribana grew from strength to strength
and other cultures joined in to create a
“melting pot” over the last 50 years. Asia,
Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, the
Far East, the Orient... all ah we are one.
I was in Toronto when Ram’s Roti shop
in the West End was the first roti shop in Toronto. Jamaican
jerk, curry dishes, chow mein, Jamaican patty... had Canadians
licking their lips. They lined up in these outlets for their
lunches. Caribbean people were in the forefront of this cultural
dissemination. Over time, mixed marriages, multicultural
neighbourhoods, political and community representation made
its appearances, and became part of the scene.
Changes were taking place in other parts of the country,
but not as fast. When I lived in the Gaspé in Quebec, the only
person of colour that could be spotted in the town was an
overnight guest – the conductor from the Montreal train. If you
met a person of colour in those far-flung places, they greeted
you like a long-lost friend!
There was discrimination, and still is, but the music
and modernisation were taking place. Caribbean writers,
journalists, artists, entrepreneurs, were breaking into the
system. I even had an uncle from Guyana selling sweepstake
tickets on Bloor Street in Toronto, dressed up like a clown,
making a good living. He was previously a store manager in
Guyana. I know a former highly ranked police officer from
Guyana who worked as a security guard. Everyone was doing
their best to get a foothold in their new country.
I started to sell the first Edition of my book Walk Good
Guyana Boy (1994) from the trunk of our car parked on
Bathurst Street, during a Caribana Parade. I kept moving my
car around from street to street to keep up with the parade, and

having an eye out for the cops.
In time, a policy of multiculturalism was implemented to
provide respect for cultural diversity and grant ethnic groups
the right to preserve their own cultures within Canadian
societies. Little groups of clubs – Irish, Italian, Greek, Polish
– continued to exist. I frequented a multicultural group at the
Latin Quarters on Yonge Street. The House Band was ‘Bing
Serrao and the Ramblers’ from Guyana, a band still making
music.
There was another cultural move in Canada at that time
– the move from down East: Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, to Toronto, looking for jobs, looking for a
new home, looking for whatever prospect Toronto the Good
could provide. A favourite watering hole of these Easterners
was the Horseshoe Tavern on Queen Street in Toronto. I was
a graduate student at the University of Toronto at that time
and weekly gravitated to the Horseshoe to sip a Canadian beer
and hear the likes of Stomping Tom Connors. My early dates
in Toronto were belles from the East Coast who didn’t mind
meeting a southern boy. We both spoke strange dialects which
Torontonians had difficulty understanding.
Canada is now the envy of the world, and Toronto
internationally recognised as one of the best cities to live in. I
saw it all unfolding before my eyes over the last five decades.
We have some who unfortunately would like to change back
to the “good old days” of light colour and dark visions. But we
remember the words of our National Anthem: “From far and
wide, O Canada, we stand on guard for thee”.
We thank Justin Trudeau, our current Liberal Prime
Minister, for maintaining the vision that his father brought to
the country, to live in this vast and diverse land, to spread our
wings and fly like the eagles. If the creeks don’t rise and the sun
still shines, I’ll be talking to you.
Editor’s note: An unfortunate oversight occurred during the
editing of Bernard Heydorn’s March 3, 2021 column, where the
word “trillion” was inadvertently omitted. That sentence should
have read, “In a few short weeks President Biden is bringing (US)
$1.9 trillion in an economic relief plan, not for the rich, who
Trump made wantonly richer, but for the poor who are struggling
to survive the pandemic, job loss, housing loss, lack of medical
coverage, effects of climate change, and daily disasters.” The
omission, and inconvenience it caused, are sincerely regretted.
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Business groups pleased with vaccine arrival
Now on to herd immunity & gradual economic recovery
Port-of-Spain – Acquiring herd immunity in Trinidad and dence,” he said.
Tobago and globally is of paramount importance to start the
Additionally, “The private sector stands ready to provide
economic recovery process, American Chamber of Commerce whatever support we can in the vaccination campaign so we
of Trinidad and Tobago Chief Executive Officer Nirad Tewarie save lives, livelihoods, and build an inclusive and sustainable
said last week.
recovery.”
Tewarie’s comments were made following arrival of the
Confederation of Regional Business Chambers co-ordinator
Covid-19 vaccines in Trinidad and Tobago. He welcomed the Jai Leladharsingh said the rigorous and rapid vaccination policy
first tranche of 33,600 AstraZeneca vaccines which arrived on and planned vaccination programme by the government will
March 30.
result in the full opening up of the
Said Tewarie: “We are looking foreconomy. Also, it will boost business
ward to hearing how the Ministry of
confidence, enhance consumer spendHealth is going to roll out the vaccines
ing, and ensure the circular flow of
to at least 750,000 people, before year
money supply is vastly improved.
end. However, herd immunity is also
“The reabsorption of those unemimportant, which gradually restarts the
ployed persons who have been diseconomic process,” he said.
placed during the lockdown into the
He said while the vaccines are
workplace is also paramount, so as to
important, there are several underlying
put a dent on the unemployment staissues that are affecting the investment
tistics,” Leladharsingh added.
climate.
Meanwhile, Chaguanas Chamber
“One such case is the issue of confiof Industry and Commerce president
Nirad Tewarie
dence, so we have to improve the ease
Richie Sookhai last week promised a
of doing business in this country, as there are inefficacies related revitalisation of businesses in the borough that have suffered
to the bureaucracy with government services, and if we are to losses due to the pandemic.
make the investment climate more attractive, then that needs to
Sookhai gave the assurance after he was elected president for
be rectified,” Tewarie added.
the next three years at the chamber’s annual general meeting on
Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Commerce and Industry March 31. He served in the same capacity between 2013 to 2016.
CEO Gabriel Faria said the chamber was also pleased that the
“The president along with this newly elected board will cerrollout of vaccinations can start. He added the chamber was tainly seek to revitalise the chamber, and bring much-needed
looking forward to the rest of the COVAX shipment being change to Chaguanas at a crucial time when many businesses are
delivered, and to the other initiatives that the government is facing the brunt of the economic downturn due to the Covid-19
pursuing to access the required quantity of vaccines.
pandemic,” Sookhai said.
“This and the vaccination plan must be the most important
Some of the areas to be tackled included the implementation
priority. We now have enough vaccines in the country to pro- of new strategies to assist burgesses, focus on small and medium
vide first doses to roughly 2.5 percent of our population, or 3.5 enterprises, entrepreneurial development, and technological
percent of the amount required to achieve herd immunity. All advancements through the promotion of digital media marketcountries have increased their vaccination campaigns – some at ing.
faster rates than others,” Faria noted.
Among the plans are for regulation and compliance that
He added what was most important to governments across allow for funding and grants provided by banks and governthe world were its vaccination campaigns. However, there must ment. The chamber is also seeking to establish a financial instialso be effective tracking and tracing systems in place.
tution to assist its small and medium enterprises in accessing
“Confidence is a key metric in how people and businesses low-cost financing.
make their purchase and investment decisions. Today, we are
Sookhai noted that the CCIC also intended to address probmore confident than we were... but probably not as confident lems as crime, economic activity, foreign exchange, genderas citizens in other regional markets. As we see more vaccines based violence, traffic, education, and infrastructural developarriving and been administered there will be increased confi- ment in the borough.

Govt aiding nationals sheltering abroad – Browne
Port-of-Spain – The Foreign and Caricom Affairs ministry
has been providing significant financial assistance to citizens
abroad, its minister, Dr Amery Browne said last week.
He was responding to a report out of Barbados that highlighted the plight of stranded nationals who are financially
strapped and are waiting to return to Trinidad
and Tobago. The article appeared in Barbados
Today, and highlighted the humanitarian
effort being conducted by Shara Graham, the
Barbados’ coordinator for the group T&T
Citizens Overseas.
According to the article, the group was
formed to assist stranded citizens trying to
return to Trinidad and Tobago, and uses
various online platforms to coordinate relief.
Graham assists in accessing food, shelter, and
healthcare for nationals until the Trinidad and
Tobago government allows them to return.
Regarding the assistance, Browne said: “[It]
has been provided even as the Ministry of
National Security has been working hard
to increase repatriation flights for citizens,
Dr Amery
in accordance with a mandate of the Prime
Minister to find ways to bring our citizens home as quickly as
possible, whilst maintaining control over possible entry of new
cases into the nation.”
Last February, National Security Minister Stuart Young said
there were no more stranded nationals. Instead, those awaiting
exemptions may have been living abroad, along with those who
left Trinidad and Tobago after the borders were closed.
Graham confirmed last week there is currently one person
still in Barbados, and has been there since February waiting on
approval to return. She was outside Trinidad and Tobago, and
had been granted permission to return. However, when she
made it to Barbados, she could not connect to Trinidad and
Tobago because her PCR test was outside of the 72-hour window. She is now staying at a Barbadian state quarantine facility.
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Graham explained that she assists those, who after making
their way to Barbados to get home, remain stranded until they
are given the green light by the government of Trinidad and
Tobago.
“What happens is that some people try to get to Barbados a
day or two before a flight to Trinidad so they
will not stay too long here. After they get here,
they then have to wait on Caribbean Airlines
to contact them to let them know they were
granted exemption and to book their tickets.
If they miss their flight, or did not have sufficient funds in time to purchase a ticket home,
they have to start the process all over again,”
Graham said.
In February, Young said following the
“evolution” of the exemption process to an
online application, the process became easier.
However, Graham said the main issue now
was the unavailability of flights. After exemptions are granted, nationals make their way
to one of four transshipment points in North
America and Europe. Barbados, as one of the
Browne
four points, is the only Caribbean country
where repatriation flights are available.
After the returnees are exempted, they then have to wait on
CAL to offer seats. The date of exemption, and the available
flight to Trinidad and Tobago are usually days apart. It means
returnees have to closely coordinate arriving in Barbados from
wherever they were to ensure connection to the outbound flight
for Trinidad and Tobago.
Speaking to assistance to nationals abroad, Browne said:
“This has come at considerable sacrifice by Trinbagonians both
here and abroad, and it is important that we recognise the generosity and kindness of those who have found ways to render
assistance to our citizens who were awaiting repatriation. As
specific cases that require assistance are brought to our attention, we do our best to assist in a timely manner.”

Shoppers line up at a T&T PriceSmart

PriceSmart hit by forex woes
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign exchange
woes have contributed to PriceSmart taking around a (US) $18
million hit in sales over the last few months, the company’s CEO
Sherry Bahrambeygui said last week.
The decline in sales year-over-year was due to actions taken
in response to US dollar liquidity, Bahrambeygui said.
According to PriceSmart’s executive Vice President and
CFO, Michael McCleary, “In Trinidad, although sales were very
strong during the quarter, we are continuing to experience challenges in converting Trinidad dollars to US dollars. As a result,
during the first quarter, we began limiting shipments of goods
from US to Trinidad.”
He added, “We are already seeing the impact in our December
sales, and we expect to continue limiting shipments during the
second quarter of fiscal 2021.”
McCleary said PriceSmart’s Trinidad clubs are not currently
carrying its usual mix and quantity of merchandise.
He noted, “We believe this reduction in imported merchandise will negatively impact sales in Trinidad in our second fiscal
quarter by an estimated $14 million to $18 million.”
PriceSmart’s second quarter runs from December to February.
McCleary said as a result PriceSmart plans to fluctuate its
shipments from the US to Trinidad and Tobago in line with the
ability to exchange Trinidad and Tobago dollars or other hard
currencies.
“However, we are also seeking other opportunities to reduce
our net use of US dollars in Trinidad, such as by shifting the
purchase of certain goods to local sources, and seeking to
increase exports of locally-sourced items,” he said.
The difficulty in accessing foreign exchange has resulted in
a (US) $1.5 million bill for PriceSmart primarily as a result of
costs to convert Trinidad and Tobago dollars into “other tradable currencies”, McCleary noted.
He added, “Net cash used in investing activities increased by
(US) $4.6 million, compared to the prior year primarily due to
the increase in investments in certificates of deposit of Trinidad
dollars we have on hand, while we work actively to convert
those Trinidad dollars into US dollars, as availability allows,
offset by less construction expenditures.”
McCleary said PriceSmart is also looking to increase its ability to export goods out of Trinidad & Tobago to try and deal
with the foreign exchange issue.
“If we can buy them in Trinidad dollars and export them
into other markets, and sell them in US dollars, that gives us
more US dollars to be able to import merchandise to some of
our clubs,” he said.
Bahrambeygui said last month net merchandise sales for the
entire group grew despite pandemic-related restrictions in some
markets and one less sales day in February this year versus last
year, which was a leap year.
“Sales for the month were adversely affected by our decision
to temporarily reduce levels of merchandise we import into
Trinidad due to continued limitations on our ability to convert
local currency into US dollars,” Bahrambeygui said.
PriceSmart is headquartered in San Diego and owns and
operates US-style membership shopping warehouse clubs in
Latin America and the Caribbean. There are four warehouses in
Trinidad & Tobago.
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Sedition law fight headed for Privy Council
Port-of-Spain – The Appeal Court last week the sections could not be reasonably justified
overturned a previous High Court judgment in a sovereign, democratic state.
on Trinidad and Tobago’s outdated sedition
He said the sections were patently inconsislaws, a move that saw attorneys quickly filing tent with Section 1 of the Constitution, which
an application seeking permission to take the guarantees that Trinidad and Tobago is a sovereign state.
fight to the Privy Council in
London, England.
In their application, the attorThat Privy Council applineys, led by Senior Counsel
Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj,
cation was filed late last
presented 20 grounds of appeal
week by a team of attorneys
against the Appeal Court’s decirepresenting Vijay Maharaj,
sion that they intend to argue at
son of former secretary-general of the Sanatan Dharma
the Privy Council, should perMaha Sabha, the late Sat
mission be granted.
Maharaj.
A date for the hearing of the
application has not yet been set.
A three-judge Appeal
Delivering the overturnCourt panel unanimously
overturned the ruling of
ing ruling were Justices Mark
Mohammed,
Charmaine
Justice Frank Seepersad,
who found last January that Justice Frank Seepersad Pemberton, and Maria Wilson.
Sections 3 and 4 of the Sedition Act, which
came into effect in 1920, was unconstitutional
as it infringed on the rights of citizens to freedom of expression, thought, and freedom of
the press.
Justice Seepersad had also found that the
sections violated the rule of law because they
lacked certainty, were vague, and the status of

They all agreed that Justice Seepersad was
wrong in making the declarations, and he did
not pay sufficient regard to critical qualifying
effects of the act in arriving at his decision.
The court had found that on the issue of the
“vagueness” of the sections as said by the judge,
the offence of sedition was unquestionably one
that, by its very nature, was acutely time, issue,

and context sensitive.
“The socio-cultural and political issues of
one generation are often not those of preceding
or succeeding generations,” the judgment said.
Further, the judges said the offence of sedition, unlike some other criminal offences,
could not be given a precise definition.
“They are, therefore best described by a
general reference to the nature of the activities
as opposed to the methods by which they can
be committed since they can occur in many
varied circumstances,” the judges had said in a
133-page judgment.
Following delivery by the judges, Vijay
Maharaj indicated he would be challenging the
ruling all the way to the Privy Council.
The legal claim was filed in 2019 by
Sat Maharaj and his media house, Central
Broadcasting Services Ltd, after police
launched an investigation to determine whether Sat Maharaj had made seditious statements
on one of his Maha Sabha Strikes Back programmes on TV Jaagriti in April that year.
Sat Maharaj passed away while the matter was
before the court. His death resulted in Justice
Seepersad granting permission for his son,
Vijay Maharaj, to be substituted as claimant on
behalf of his father’s estate.
The investigation against Sat Maharaj was
launched after he claimed citizens living in

Sat Maharaj
Tobago were lazy, and that the men were rapists. While he was not charged, he suggested to
his supporters during an SDMS Indian Arrival
Day celebration that a charge for sedition
against him was inevitable.
Appearing alongside Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj for Vijay Maharaj and the SDMS
are attorneys Jagdeo Singh, Dinesh Rambally,
Kiel Taklalsingh, Stefan Ramkissoon, and Rhea
Khan.
Senior Counsel Fyard Hosein, and Vanessa
Gopaul, are the State’s representatives for this
case.

Port-of-Spain – Five years after Japanese
pannist Asami Nagakiya was strangled to
death, police have concluded that a man they
killed in 2016 was her killer.
Last week police said the Cold Case Unit,
after Director of Public Prosecutions Roger
Gaspard reviewed the evidence, was told it
confirmed police suspicion that David Allen
was the man who killed Nagakiya.
The release said Gaspard “expressed satisfaction that the investigation was thoroughly
done”, and concluded that all the evidence
pointed to Allen.
Allen, 31, of Enterprise, Chaguanas, was

killed in a police shoot-out on December 12,
2016, in Woodbrook. Police reports indicate
he was disguised as a woman wearing makeup and tight-fitting clothing when he tried to
rob Stir Fry King Restaurant and Casino Pei
Da Xiu in Port-of-Spain. He was confronted
during the robbery by off-duty police officer
Omari Danglade, and was shot and killed
while trying to escape.
Nagakiya played pan with the Trinidad All
Stars Steel Orchestra for Panorama 2016. She
was found dead under a tree in the Queen’s Park
Savannah, Port-of-Spain, on Ash Wednesday
still wearing her Carnival costume.

Police claim Nagakiya murder solved

Vaccine arrival: L-R are Anesa Doodnath-Siboo, Ministry of Health; Dr Erica
Wheeler, PAHO/WHO; Terrence Deyalsingh, Minister of Health; Dr Roshan
Parasram, CMO; & Grace Sookchand, from the Immunisation programme

Covid-19 infection rate growing
Port-of-Spain – A worrisome total of 44
more persons across Trinidad and Tobago
tested positive for Covid-19 over the weekend.
Last week new Covid-19 infections began
climbing steadily, forcing the government to
once again ban all contact sports. The ban was
lifted earlier this year.
Last Thursday, the ministry announced 46
new cases, along with three additional deaths
from the coronavirus, taking the toll to 145.
Also last week Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley urged the population to observe the
Covid-19 restrictions and protocols that are in
place, saying Trinidad and Tobago had come to
a dangerous crossroad.
The 44 cases announced on Good Friday
came from samples taken during the period
March 30 and April 1. Last Thursday, the
Ministry of Health said the current number of
active positive cases across the country stood
at 347. So far, 8,116 people have tested positive
for the virus, with 145 deaths occuring from
the disease.
The ministry said of those who tested positive, 7,624 out of the total have fully recovered.
Twenty-seven patients were warded at hospital
late last week, while 389 were in State quarantine facilities, and 270 in home isolation.
Six patients were in step-down facilities, the
ministry said.
It added that of the 110,842 persons tested,
52,385 were done at private facilities.
Meanwhile, the government announced that
vaccine recipients should return to the same
facility for the second dose. However, a decision is yet to be made on administering of the
second dose of the vaccine.
On March 30 Trinidad and Tobago received
33,600 doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid19 vaccine through COVAX. Yesterday, the
Ministry of Health began its rollout of Phase

One of the National Covid-19 Vaccination.
The vaccines on hand will expire on May 31.
AstraZeneca must be given in two doses,
with the second dose administered eight to
12 weeks after the first. It is yet to be decided
whether all 33,600 doses will be administered
for the first shot, and then await a second shipment from COVAX for the follow-up dose.
Chief Medical Officer Dr Roshan Parasram
said this will be decided in the coming weeks.
Speaking last week during a Ministry of
Health Covid-19 news conference, Parasram
said: “What we will be doing is using the first
half of the 33,000 and determining basically if
and when we’re getting that second supply, and
then we will make a decision as to if to use this
16,000, and hold for the second dose, or go
ahead and use all 33,000 for a first dose”.
He added, “And, of course, then give
the second dose when the other tranche of
AstraZeneca comes in. So that is something we
will be deciding on in the coming weeks, once
we get to 16,000, or half of the 33,000 of the
first vaccine”.
Those in the first phase include healthcare
workers and people 60 years and older with
non-communicable diseases.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health has identified 21 Covid-19 vaccine facilities throughout
the country that will provide the vaccine.
Those who are part of NCD clinics at these
facilities will not have to pre-register or make
an appointment for the shot. They will be
offered the vaccine during their NCD clinic
appointment.
Other members of the public 60 years and
over with NCDs can call the designated Covid19 vaccine facilities to make an appointment
on non-NCD clinic days, the release said.
One thousand people are expected to be
vaccinated per day.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema
Her love unfulfilled, Suraiya touched many hearts

S

uraiya Jamaal Sheikh was a poignant singer and actress
Songs by Suraiya
of Indian films in the 1940s and 1950s, popularly known
(Click to play)
by her first name, Suraiya. She was born in Gujranwala,
Punjab, (in Pakistan), and was the only child of her parents.
Tu Mera Chand Main Teri Chandni - Dillagi
She was not formally trained in music, yet she went on to
Tere Naino Ne Chori Kiya - Pyar Ki Jeet
become a successful singing actress. She attended New Girls’
Woh Paas Rahe Ya Door Rahe - Bari Behen
also known as J.B. Petit High School for Girls, in Fort, Bombay
Dhadakte Dil Ki Tamanna Ho Mera Pyar - Shama
(now Mumbai). She received religious Islamic teachings in
Murli Wale Murli Baja - Dillagi
Persian at home.
Aap Se Pyar Hua Jata Hai - Shama
Suraiya started singing alongside Raj Kapoor on All India
Aah Ko Chahiye Ek Umar Asar - Mirza Ghalib
Radio from the young age of six, and went on to star as a child
Ae Shama Tu Bata - Dastan
actor in her first on-screen role in Madame Fashion at the age
Nukta CheeN Hai Gham e Dil - Mirza Ghalib
of 12.
Betab Hai Dil Dard Mohabbat Ke Asar Se - Dard
Music director Naushad once heard Suraiya’s voice on
Dil Le Gaya Koi Dil Le Gaya - Sanam
Chale Dil Ki Duniya - Dard
All India Radio while she sang for a children’s program, and
Tum Man Ki Peeda Kya Samjho - Jeet
chose her to sing as a 13-year old for Mehtaab in Kardar’s film
Tera Khayal Dil Se Bhulaya Na Jaayega - Dillagi
Sharda (1942). He was Suraiya’s mentor, and she sang some
Dil-e-Nadan Tujhe Hua Kya Hai - Mirza Ghalib
of the best songs of her career under his baton. Later he gave
her hits after hits when Suraiya became a full- fledged singing
her reign at the top was brief; her films started flopping in
star, in Anmol Ghadi (1946), Dard (1947), Dillagi (1949) and
the 1950s. She made a comeback in Waaris and Mirza Ghalib
Dastaan (1950).
(1954); Rustom Sohrab (1963) was her last film.
As a child actor, she was in movies like Station Master and
Suraiya’s later life was filled with turmoil, one of the most
Hamari Baat. She was impressive with her prowess and skill,
so much so that she was signed on a 500-Rupee per month five jarring being the religiously-driven conflict in her love life –
something that also was a contributing factor to her decline,
year contract at a young age.
and subsequent withdrawal from the industry.
Suraiya made her debut as an artist in Usne Kya Socha
She was romantically involved with actor Dev Anand. The
(1937). She got a prominent role with the help of her uncle M.
two of them co-starred in six films between 1948 and 1951.
Zahoor, who was then a popular villain actor.
During the shooting of
During a holiday
the song ‘Kinare kinare
from school in 1941,
chale jayenge’ in the
she accompanied
film Vidya in 1948, a
her uncle to Mohan
boat capsised and Dev
Studios to see the
Anand saved Suraiya
shooting of the film
from drowning. After
Taj Mahal, which
this incident Suraiya fell
was being directed
in love with him. Dev
by Nanubhai Vakil.
Anand also responded.
Vakil noticed Suraiya,
On the sets of the
and not having in his
film Jeet 1949, Dev
mind at that time any
Anand finally proposed
particular young girl to
to Suraiya, and gave
play the role of young
her a diamond ring
Mumtaz Mahal in Taj
worth Rs 3,000, but her
Mahal, selected Suraiya
maternal grandmother
to play that role.
opposed the relationship
Suraiya rose to fame
on the grounds of
with her movie Ishara,
religion as they were
and her subsequent
Muslim and Dev Anand
movies were so
was a Hindu. She was
successful that a swarm
unafraid to challenge
of fans used to crowd
these dogmatic norms,
around her house and
and made headlines
come to see her at the
when she was seen
premier of her movies.
boldly holding hands
Naushad composed
with Dev Anand at a
approximately 51 songs
party.
for Suraiya, coming
But the grandmother
at second place after
was adamant and at
Husnlal Bhagatram,
one point in time, she
who composed the
(her grandmother)
highest number of
and maternal uncle are
songs for her.
said to have threatened
As an adult,
Suraiya with getting
Suraiya initially played
Dev Anand killed if she
secondary roles in K.
didn’t stop seeing him.
Asif ’s Phool (1944),
This broke Suraiya and
Mehboob Khan’s
was a poignant turning
Anmol Ghadi (1946),
Majestic & demure, Suraiya laughs with Dev Anand
point in her life.
which was written
Out of this grief Suraiya decided to remain a spinster. She
by Aghajani Kashmeri, also Kashmiri, and Dard (1947). She
and Dev Anand stopped acting together, and so Do Sitare
got a break as a heroine for the film Tadbir (1945) at the
(1951) turned out to be the last film of the pair to be released.
recommendation of K.L. Saigal, who liked her voice during a
As she grew older, she also became more lonely and
rehearsal.
reclusive. She didn’t make a lot of public appearances, and
Suraiya went on to co-star with Saigal in Omar Khayyam
barely kept in touch with anyone.
(1946) and Parwana (1947). Although by then she had a
Suraiya lived in her apartment on Marine Drive in Mumbai
couple of hit songs, the four solo songs that she sang in
until her death due to cancer in 2004 at age 74. She was
Parwana made her a genuine singer star. She considered the
interred at Badakabarastan in Marine Lines, Mumbai.
composer of these songs, Khawaja Khurshid Anwar, as her
Suraiya was declared the first Melody Queen (Malika-efavourite music director for whom she sang just 13 songs
Tarannum) in the sub-continent, and much later, Noor Jehan
from1943 to 1949.
More opportunities arose for Suraiya after reigning actresses was awarded with the same title. Her greatness can be judged
by these comments of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Indian
Noor Jehan and Khursheed Bano migrated to Pakistan
Prime Minister: “You have put life in the soul of Mirza Ghalib.”
following the 1947 partition of British India. As an actress,
The Hollywood legend Gregory Peck was keen to meet
Suraiya had an edge over her contemporaries Kamini Kaushal
Suraiya. In connection with the shooting of some film, he
and Nargis because she could sing her own songs.
happened to visit Bombay (Mumbai) where he was honoured
After three hit films – Pyar ki Jeet (1948), Badi Behen, and
by the great actress who granted him an audience.
Dillagi (1949), she became the highest paid female star. But
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Documentary explores how
displaced forest tribes were
‘dammed but not damned’
By Ian Vásquez
ome 30 years ago, the Indian government displaced
tens of thousands of families as part of its Sardar
Sarovar Dam project. The families belonged to
Indigenous forest tribes that have been living in the
jungle for thousands of years. They were resettled in
mainstream villages where they were given land and
were much more integrated with modern society.
At the time and since, many activists claimed that
tribespeople would not be able to cope with the shift
from subsistence agriculture in the forest to modern
commercial life in mainstream villages, would lose their
land and other compensation to loan sharks, and be
devastated culturally and economically by the forces of
modernity. Their culture was different and should be
preserved.
Were the critics right? Not at all. A new documentary
now streaming on Disney+Hotstar shows how the
relocated forest tribes have fared.
The film, Dammed But Not Damned, is based on field
research by Cato scholar Swami Aiyar and Columbia
University professor Neeraj Kaushal, who surveyed 1,200
forest tribe families. When the relocation occurred, some
forest tribes that lived deep in the forest or above the
waterline did not move. That allowed the researchers to
conduct a sort of controlled experiment, comparing the
resettled families with their former neighbours.
Contrary to claims that the resettled forest tribes
would be taken advantage of and become paupers,
Aiyar and Neeraj found that their standard of living
notably improved, exceeding that of the forest tribes that
stayed behind. On a range of indicators – land and asset
ownership, housing quality, agricultural practices, access
to schools and hospitals – the relocated families were
better off.
Why were the outcomes so much better than in some
other similar projects? First, the activists convinced the
relevant tribunal that compensation should not just
be cash, but must include five acres of land for every
male adult. Assistance from the NGOs was critical in
locating suitable land, ensuring that resettlement pledges
were honoured, and overcoming the usual bureaucratic
obstacles. Lesson: for success, the oustees must be
empowered with promised property rights and civil
rights, for which NGOs can be a help.
The authors reported their findings in the Cato study
“How Property and Civil Rights Help Forest Tribes
Modernise and Prosper” and in this academic study
and this article for a broader audience, which the new
documentary summarises. Extending basic rights did
not eliminate the forest tribes’ distinct culture either.
The authors argue that members of all forest tribes be
afforded the same basic rights and conclude with an
important point, that,
“All humans were tribespeople for 99.9 percent of
their history. Some of us came out of the forest a few
hundred or thousand years ago, a tiny period on the
evolutionary scale. Those left behind are not museum
pieces to be preserved. They can catch up quickly if
empowered. To treat them as fundamentally different is
paternalistic elitism.” (Cato Institute)
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THE LANDING IS ON THE HORIZON
CONDOS FROM THE MID $400s
Register Today

TheLandingCondos.ca

The Landing is a stunning condominium community,
just a three-minute stroll to the Whitby GO Station,
and minutes from the waterfront, walking trails,
schools, shops, restaurants and more.
The Landing – a commuter’s paradise, and the
perfect place to land!

Rendering is artist’s concept only. Price subject to change without notice.©2021 E.&O.E.
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CRICKET

Stormy weather, so no play at CWI AGM

T

he March 28 fiasco that forced the postponement of the Cricket West Indies
AGM has threatened to derail much
of the significant progress made in repairing
the West Indies cricket brand in recent years,
Cricket West Indies chief executive, Johnny
Grave, told the Caribbean Media Corporation
last week.
Following the contentious event, Grave said
CWI had reached out to the governing body’s
commercial partners and other stakeholders
with the reassurance that West Indies cricket
remained stable.
He also stressed it was critical the postponed
AGM, which is scheduled for April 11, comes
off as planned so as to prevent any further fallout and damage to the brand.
“I think very clearly the reputation of this
organisation in the eyes of the world is massively important to the brand of West Indies
cricket,” Grave said.
He added, “I think we’ve made enormous
progress over the last few years to repair that
brand, not just globally, but within the region –
to fans in the way that we’ve not really had any
shocks and news on the field and certainly less
so off it of late.”
Grave said the recent events “definitely damaged the brand”, and consequently, CWI executives spent “hours speaking to sponsors, broadcasters… re-assuring our stakeholders that the
AGM will go forward on [April 11], and we really hope it does because all of this affects us.”
He added: “In this case, it is extremely disappointing… I think as the chief executive of
Cricket West Indies, our accounts have never
been in a better state.”
The Barbados Cricket Association and
the Guyana Cricket Board both snubbed the
March 28 virtual meeting, leaving the meeting
short of a nine-member quorum, and forcing

Johnny Grave
its postponement.
More significantly, the postponement stalled
the presidential elections, which were expected
to pit the GCB’s Anand Sanasie against incumbent president Ricky Skerritt, and the BCA’s
Calvin Hope against CWI vice-president Dr
Kishore Shallow.
Both Sanasie and Hope have since dropped
their bids for the CWI leadership.
The BCA and GCB contended that CWI had
not provided the audited financial statements
the stipulated 14 days in advance, thereby not
giving them enough time to peruse the documents. As a result, the representatives skipped
the AGM.
However, Grave said territorial boards had
been sent the audited statements 14 days before
the AGM, as required. But the consolidated financial statements, which were only required

because of the recent acquisition of Coolidge
Cricket Ground, had been issued to shareholders on March 26.
Grave also stressed that the consolidated
statements had also been a late request from
the auditors.
“This is the first time in our history we’ve
had consolidated financial statements, and
that’s because we now own Coolidge Cricket
Ground Inc, a subsidiary company,” Grave said.
“Other than the rental income from the Antigua Athletics Club and some car park rent,
all the costs of running that cricket ground are
already in the CWI accounts, so the substantial difference between our financial statements
and those consolidated with CCB are extremely minor,” Grave said.
He added, “That’s why the Audit, Risk and
Compliance Committee and the Finance Committee approved the audited statements on
[March 9], that’s why the Board of Directors
approved them on March 11, subject to those
consolidated audited statements.”
Grave said with the week postponement
of the AGM, he hoped it would now provide
enough time for the BCA and GCB to look over
the consolidated statements, so a quorum could
be had, and the meeting proceed as scheduled.
“Why shareholders would take any action that damages the brand of their company
and damages that reputation is unfathomable
to me… but I continue to be surprised and
shocked by some of the actions,” Grave said.
Additionally, “I very much hope, maybe naively, that [April 11] will happen. Barbados said
clearly that they wanted longer to look at the
consolidated statements, so they now would
have had four weeks to look at the CWI accounts, and two further weeks to look at the
CCG accounts. I would like to think that on
that basis the BCA would attend.”

Sanasie, Hope fade from CWI leadership bid

I

t appears CWI incumbent Ricky Sker- Vice President in the CWI election scheduled
ritt is positioned to return unopposed at to take place at CWI 22nd Annual General
elections later this month following last Meeting on 11th April, 2021.”
Thursday’s announcement of withdrawals by
The move comes in the wake of a decision by
challengers Anand Sanasie and running mate the Barbados Cricket Association and the GuyCalvin Hope.
ana Cricket Board to skip the scheduled virtual
In a joint statement issued last week, Sanasie AGM, which forced a postponement and suband Hope said the recent develsequent suspension
opments with the Guyana Cricket
of the presidential
Board elections, along with the
elections.
events surrounding the postSanasie of the
ponement of the March 28 CWI
GCB and Hope,
AGM, forced them to “withdraw
a BCA vice-presour respective candidacies for
ident, had been
President and Vice President in
primed to face off
the CWI election”.
against Skerritt and
The statement added, “Given
his vice-president
the unfortunate circumstances
Dr Kishore Shallow.
leading up to and recent events
However, both the
in Guyana regarding the Guyana
BCA and the GCB
Anand Sanasie
Calvin
Cricket Board, one of the six Full
said they were disMembers of CWI, together with the refusal by satisfied with the late distribution of CWI’s authe leadership of CWI to uphold the highest dited financial statements, contending the govstandards, long-standing traditions and rules erning body had not provided the documents
for governing the administration of West In- the stipulated 14 days in advance.
dies cricket.”
The no-show by the BCA and GCB was met
Additionally, “We, Anand Sanasie and Cal- by a backlash from territorial board countervin Hope, having distanced ourselves from parts, with all four who attended the failed
such action of CWI, have decided to withdraw AGM issuing statements condemning the
our respective candidacies for President and move.

Trinidad and Tobago Cricket board president, Azim Bassarath, said the GCB and BCA
had “made a mistake”, while the Leeward
Islands Cricket Board said the action had
brought CWI “into disrepute”.
The Jamaican Cricket Association labelled
the decision a “dark moment”, while the Windward Islands Cricket Board contended there had been no “good
reason for the manner in which
confusion and disrepute have
been foisted upon our esteemed
and honourable governing
body”.
Sanasie and Hope campaigned on the platform of revamping West Indies cricket,
with their “Operation Rescue”
manifesto proposing a suite of
initiatives aimed at restoring “exHope
cellence, soundness, confidence,
unity, and enthusiasm”.
However, despite withdrawing from the
elections, Sanasie and Hope said they would
continue to engage the development of West
Indies cricket.
“We remain firmly committed to, and passionate about, cricket and to focusing on what
is in the best interest of the administration of
West Indies cricket,” the joint statement said.

Tendulkar hospitalised with Covid-19

S

Sachin Tendulkar

achin Tendulkar was admitted to hospital
late last week as a precautionary measure
after contracting Covid-19. Before hospitalisation, he was quarantining at home with
mild symptoms. He turns 48 later this month.
Tendulkar tweeted, “Thank you for your
wishes and prayers. As a matter of abundant
precaution under medical advice, I have been
hospitalised. I hope to be back home in a few
days. Take care and stay safe everyone. Wishing
all Indians & my teammates on the 10th anniversary of our World Cup win.”
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He is a former Indian captain, and retired
from the professional game in 2013 after notching a still unmatched 100 international centuries in his prolific career.
Tendulkar scored a record 15,921 Test runs
for India during a 24-year international career,
and is regarded as one of the game’s most complete batsmen.
He lives in Mumbai, the capital of the Western Indian state of Maharashtra, which has
been the hardest hit by a resurgence in Covid-19 cases.
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International
Cricket Schedule

Wednesday, April 07
Pakistan tour of South Africa, 2021 South
Africa vs Pakistan, 3rd ODI: SuperSport
Park, Centurion; 5:00 AM 11:00 AM
GMT / 01:00 PM LOCAL
Saturday, April 10
Pakistan tour of South Africa, 2021 South
Africa vs Pakistan, 1st T20I; The Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg; 6:30 AM
12:30 PM GMT/02:30 PM LOCAL
Monday, April 12
Pakistan tour of South Africa, 2021 South
Africa vs Pakistan, 2nd T20I; The Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg; 6:30 AM
12:30 PM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
Wednesday, April 14
Pakistan tour of South Africa, 2021 South
Africa vs Pakistan, 3rd T20I; SuperSport
Park, Centurion; 6:30 AM 12:30 PM
GMT/02:30 PM LOCAL
Friday, April 16
Pakistan tour of South Africa, 2021 South
Africa vs Pakistan, 4th T20I; SuperSport
Park, Centurion; 6:30 AM 12:30 PM
GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
Saturday, April 17
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 TBC
vs TBC, 2-day practice match, Day 1
TBC, TBC 10:30 PM (April 16) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Sunday, April 18
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 TBC
vs TBC, 2-day practice match, Day 2
TBC, TBC 10:30 PM; (Apr 17) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Wednesday, April 21
Pakistan tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Pakistan, 1st T20I; Harare Sports
Club, Harare; 3:00 AM 09:00 AM GMT /
11:00 AM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 1:
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium,
Pallekele; 10:30 PM; (Apr 20) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Thursday, April 22
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 2;
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium,
Pallekele 10:30 PM; (Apr 21) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Friday, April 23
Pakistan tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Pakistan, 2nd T20I: Harare Sports
Club, Harare; 3:00 AM 09:00 AM GMT /
11:00 AM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 3;
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium,
Pallekele: 10:30 PM; (Apr 22) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Saturday, April 24
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 4:
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium,
Pallekele; 10:30 PM; (Apr 23) 04:30 AM
GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Sunday, April 25
Pakistan tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Pakistan, 3rd T20I: Harare Sports
Club, Harare; 3:00 AM 09:00 AM GMT /
11:00 AM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 5:
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium;
10:30 PM; (Apr 24) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Thursday, April 29
Pakistan tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Pakistan, 1st Test, Day 1 Harare
Sports Club, Harare: 1:30 AM 07:30 AM
GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
Sri Lanka vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 1:
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium;
10:30 PM; (Apr 28) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

Toronto – For Lease $2,750

Niagara Falls, ON

For Sale

$1,049,900

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Toronto
Location! Location! Location! Luxurious corner
unit freehold TH. 4 large
bdrms, 2.5 baths w/quality finishes thruout. Lge
w/o deck from kitchen,
perfect for family bbqs.
Mast bdrm features gorgeous skylights. Private
rooftop terrace, great for
entertainment. No carpet
thruout. Lots of natural
light! Steps to 401.

Cozy det home in desirable
location. Near to all amenities:
Humber College, 400 series
hwys, transit, shopping & more.
3 bdrms on 2nd flr w/brand
new wrm. Open concept liv/din
area, w/o to b/yard from b/fast
area. Renov. w/modern finishes.
Ready for you to move in.

Brampton

3-year new executive 2 storey
Listed
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

The Buckingham at Grand Central Mimico
Grand Central Mimico
is Toronto’s new transittailored community.
Anchored by Mimico GO
Station, this community
will be a vibrant, allinclusive & future proof
neighbourhood. Thoughtful
timeless design, transit &
modern amenities converge
to create South Etobicoke’s
most relevant & significant
community.
Starting
From Mid -

$500K
Grand Festival Condos*
Take your life to a whole
new level of fun and
celebration at Grand
at Festival. Vaughan's
spectacular new masterplanned City Center.

Markham

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

437-235-7599

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

* THE NEXT PHASE
AT FESTIVAL SOUTH
VMC, CANADA’S BESTSELLING CONDOMINIUM
COMMUNITY.
Starting
From the low:

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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$500K

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

