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Kissoon family matriarch Shrimati Lautchmin Kissoon celebrated her 85th
birthday on March 24 at Vishnu Mandir. To honour their mother, the family has
renamed the popular Kissoon golf tournament after her. See story on Page 5.
Photo by Ramesh Ramkalawan
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There was no Phagwah Parade in Queens, New York this year due to Covid-19;
instead, organisers worked with NYPD, & approval was received for a concert that
was held on Liberty Avenue. As Dhanpaul Narine’s photo shows, attendance saw
a tidal wave of Holi colours, & hundreds of participants. See story on Page 14.
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Toronto – Transformation of Pranav Mandir from its
industrial façade to architecturally reflect the grandeur of
a traditional Hindu shrine is now closer to being realised
following proceeds from a substantial fundraiser that took
place last month.
The virtual fundraiser, designated a “Holi Mela-Sangam”,
was hosted by wellknown
community
worker Joe Jaglall.
Over the years Jaglall
has helmed similar successful fundraisers for
religious and non-profit organisations.
However, the Pranav
Mandir
fundraiser
saw Jaglall topping
all expectations, with
donations and pledges
totaling over $260,000.
The
momentum
from Jaglall’s effort
Swami Bhajananandaji
continued after the
online event, and saw it generating even more donations,
with many persons and groups issuing pledges afterwards.
Earlier this week, the Pranav Mandir had topped its
original online total, and had recorded receipts in excess of
$275,000.
The mandir is located at 102 Rivalda Road in Toronto.
At the time of its acquisition 24 years ago at great cost,
the building was just a shell used for industrial purposes.
However, through the indomitable spirit and the creative
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hands of Swami Bhajananandaji Maharaj, the building is
being reshaped to make its façade less industrialised, and
more welcoming for worshippers and for those who pass
through the area.
Swami Bhajananandaji is a senior Monk of the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha, which has its headquarters in Calcutta,
India. He was initiated
into the order of Swamis
at age 39 by His Holiness
Swami Satchidanandaji
Maharaj, at the Calcutta
headquarters of the
Bharat
Sevashram
Sangha.
Over the years,
Swami Bhajananandaji
has worked assiduously in transforming the
mandir, both within and
outside.
Two years ago, a tall
effigy of Lord Shiva was
Joe Jaglall
installed at the front of
the mandir. Lord Shiva’s holy presence instantly transformed
the aura of the building complex, welcoming arriving devotees, and conveying deep resonances to passersby.
Now Swami Bhajananandaji’s latest project is to erect a
triple set of domes on the mandir’s roof, with the objective
to uplift the mandir’s outer countenance while adding a holy
and transcendental gravitas to the building.
Swami Bhajananandaji makes regular retreats to his
See Page 10: Record fundraiser
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3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
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We take all precautions

$950,000

$1,279,000

A Great Investment

Amazing Opportunity

Welcome to this do-it-yourself home, prime for
investors. This spacious townhome features parking
for three vehicles. With a large pie-shaped yard,
you have the opportunity to design your dream.
Needs a bit of TLC to bring it up, but with the right
type of love, this home will shine.

Beautiful home located in 1 of Acton’s best ngbhds!
Close to shop. cent., lush parks & schools. Features
open cncpt kitch. upgraded w/ centre island,
granite counters & extended cabinets. Impressive
large deck & private bckyd. Fam. rm feat. vaulted
ceiling & warm fireplace. Sounds nice, doesn’t it?

$899,900

$379,900

See It To Believe It!

Near Transit

Enjoy the sheer amount of space with this lovely
semi-detached. Features open concept living
& dining room, gourmet kitchen w/ modern
appliances & beautiful family room right above
garage. Clean & well kept - its original owner took
great care. A rare opportunity awaits you.

Can’t beat finding a condo at this price in the heart
of Etobicoke. Close to schools, transit, amenities,
and highways, this suite comes with a lovely view
of Toronto. Features laminate floors, a large open
balcony, lovely kitchen, and underground parking.

$949,700

O
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One-year old home with tall ceilings & lge suncatching windows, modern as daybreak with
symphony in each room. Premium corner unit with
private patio. Layout boasts open concept kitchen,
great room w/electric fireplace, & main floor
den. Modernity shows with laundry on 2nd floor.
Everything new & worry free w/new home warranty!

S

Come Visit!

$379,900
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Nestled in the Humberwood Park area, bright &
spacious 1 bdrm + den boasts fantastic, functional
layout. Beaut. serene view of lush nature. Located
next University of Guelph Humber, short walk to
multiple transit systems, nature trails, & community
centres. Perfect for investors or first-time buyers.

O

Don’t Miss Out

Located near Kipling and Dixon, this spacious suite
is ideal for investors, or first-time buyers. Enjoy the
city view from the open balcony. Features lovely
laminate flooring, an open concept living and
dining room, ensuite laundry, and comes with
underground parking.

$450,000
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$469,900

Calling Investors
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Invest, Don’t Spend!
A beautiful & spacious suite prime for investors
or first-time buyers. Features a rare layout with
separate living & dining rooms. The large open
balcony welcomes a gorgeous view of Lake
Ontario. Located in Scarborough, this spacious unit
is updated with ceramic & laminate floors.
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Annual Tax Fraud Days of Action Campaign 2022
This hurts industry competitors, but it also hurts the general
By Mike Yorke
public as well. Now, when governments collect taxes to pay for
President, Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
infrastructure or social security, the average citizen has to conSpecial to Indo-Caribbean World
Toronto –Every year, Canadians contribute to their com- tribute more to make-up for the amounts not contributed by the
munities by paying their taxes. Public tax dollars pay for critical construction companies. This means that, as spending increases
investments in our schools and hospitals, and for a host of other with our economy bouncing back from the Covid-19 pandemic,
honest and hardworking taxpayers are hurt
benefits for both the elderly and our children.
the most.
The money we pay builds the neighbourAdditionally, by committing tax fraud,
hoods we live in and takes care of the people
contractors are putting the lives of their
around us. However, every year many conworkers at risk. Paying construction workers
struction contractors and builders selfishly
“off the books”, or as “independent contracand criminally refuse to pay their fair share.
tors”, makes employers less accountable, and
Does that seem right to you?
jeopardises basic safety standards on jobsites.
According to the Ontario Construction
Workers can often be cheated out of their
Secretariat, our governments lose up to $3.1
pay and forced to work long hours, under
billion dollars in revenue due to construchorrendous conditions, at jobsites that simtion contractors not paying their fair share of
ply are not safe. This can include: not being
taxes. They lose an estimated $1.1B in general
paid overtime or other required premiums,
taxes, $656M in CPP contributions, $18M in
or not even being paid at all in the worst
Employer Health Tax, $119M in employment
cases. These are just a few examples of what
insurance, $340M in WSIB payments, and
is going on in Ontario right now.
$832M in HST revenues.
This underground economy is large in
For governments at every level, finding
size and broad in scope. However, whether
the required financial resources is key to
Mike Yorke
someone is being paid “under the table” to
our ongoing ability to deliver much-needed
healthcare, education, and infrastructure investments. Stamping paint the inside of a house, or human trafficking is taking place,
out tax fraud in construction is a crucial tool in enabling us to both are crimes, and should not be tolerated in Ontario’s concollect such financial resources. Just think of the services and struction industry.
Quite simply, all forms of tax fraud are theft, and when coninvestments which could be paid for with the “extra” $3.1 billion
which would be available each and every year if everyone paid tractors engage in tax fraud they are stealing from the rest of us.
While tax fraud is not an issue that can be resolved overnight,
their fair share.
there are tangible steps that can be
Tax fraud within the construction
taken to begin eliminating these toxic
industry takes many forms. It can be
practices on our jobsites. The impleas simple as people “paying cash” for
mentation and enforcement of a “fair
home renovations, or, as is extremely
wage” policy by both the Ontario and
common now, the misclassification
the federal government needs to hapof workers as “independent contracpen now, and these policies need to
tors”. These practices lower the genbe applied universally to all builders.
eral contractors’ income and payroll
This is a solution that the City of
tax responsibilities and allow them to
Toronto adopted over 100 years ago
avoid tax and CPP/EI/WSIB contributo ensure their workers were not distions. This goes on with every trade
criminated against by contractors failacross the entire industry, including
ing to pay fair hourly wages, vacation,
floor covering installers, tile setters,
and holiday pay, along with certain
painters and decorators, and carpenbasic benefits. Toronto’s Fair Wage
ters. Unfortunately, the underground
Policy ensures the ethical treatment
economy is growing.
It is sometimes assumed that practices like paying cash or of workers and holds employers accountable through oversight
misclassifying workers are “victimless crimes” but workers and enforcement by the City’s Fair Wage Office.
If the federal and provincial governments adopted these
vanishing into the “grey economy” has led, in the worst cases, to
human trafficking and serious disregard for the basic health and practices, then it would greatly reduce the employment vulnerasafety of workers (resulting in deaths in some cases). We have bility that many workers face, and help eliminate unfair compeseen examples of all of these phenomena in recent years, and, tition between contractors. We need to take a stand against tax
in fact, one of the biggest human trafficking cases in Canadian fraud, and show our support for those who build our province.
The Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario is leading the
history, the “Domotor Case”, was a result of these practices right
here in Ontario. We at the Carpenters’ Union, are determined to way against Tax Fraud in the construction industry, and will be
promoting Tax Fraud Days of Action from April 11-16, 2022, as
do something about this.
Construction companies engaging in tax fraud, such as by seen on our website. With a long economic recovery and large
not classifying their workers properly to avoid their tax obliga- levels of uncertainty ahead, it is important that contractors pay
tions, result in two severe consequences, economic inequity, and their fair share to ensure critical infrastructure can continue to
worker vulnerability. Economic inequity results from the unfair be built, and that our economy makes a strong comeback.
For more information on no tax fraud click here; also, click
advantage gained by employers who do not play by the rules by
here for information on stopping tax fraud.
improperly avoiding taxes.

Ontario govt invests $21M into William Osler Health

Brampton — The Ontario government is investing $21 million to expand the William Osler Health System in a move to
build a stronger, more resilient health care system. It would be
one better prepared to respond to crisis, Premier Doug Ford
announced last week.
The funding will help transform Peel Memorial
into a new inpatient hospital with 24/7 emergency department, and will expand cancer care at
Brampton Civic Hospital.
Said Ford: “For decades, the people of
Brampton have been desperate for the new hospital that their growing community needs. While
previous governments were fine with doing the
bare minimum, our government is getting it done
and delivering the new inpatient hospital with a
24/7 emergency department that the people and
Doug
families of Brampton deserve.”
As part of the 2021 Budget, the government announced $18
million to expand the Peel Memorial urgent care centre to 24/7
operations while awaiting plans for a new inpatient hospital.
The government is also building on that investment with an
additional $18 million to plan Peel Memorial’s transformation
into an inpatient hospital with a new 24/7 emergency depart-

3

ment. The new inpatient hospital will reduce wait times and
expand services, including enhanced seniors care, mental health
and addictions, rehabilitation and complex continuing care for
patients and their families.
As part of this transformation, William Osler
Health System is planning to provide post-acute
care at Peel Memorial Hospital for patients recovering from an acute care stay before they safely
return home.
Bringing this specialised care to Peel Memorial
will enable more acute care beds to be added to
Brampton Civic Hospital. Over 250 new inpatient
acute and post-acute care beds are planned to be
added to William Osler Health System, which
will significantly increase capacity. The new beds
and expanded services at Peel Memorial and
Ford
Brampton Civic Hospital will help William Osler
Health System meet the needs of Brampton and the surrounding communities as they continue to grow.
“Our government continues to make key investments to end
hallway health care and build a stronger, more resilient health
care system for all Ontarians,” said Christine Elliott, Deputy
Premier and Minister of Health.
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NDP looking at universal mental health care plan
Queen’s Park — The Ontario NDP and its
leader Andrea Horwath announced earlier this
week it would deliver a universal mental health
care plan should it be handed the reins of government in June.
As an NDP release noted, with Horwath’s
plan for universal mental health care, counselling and therapy will be covered by an OHIP
card, not a credit card. Also, publicly funded
mental health services will be expanded, and
be made more accessible.
The plan is comprehensive, and includes a
suite of investments and changes to give the
mental health and addictions sector more
staff, resources, and coordination, including
the creation of Mental Health Ontario, the
NDP release stated.
“Never has the need been so great. A silent
epidemic of mental health struggles swept
in with Covid-19, exposing just how broken
Ontario’s system is,” Horwath said.
She added, “Millions of people are dealing
with anxiety, stress, and fear for their loved
ones, their health, and their jobs. After two
years of disruption, countless kids are strug-

Andrea Horwath
gling with personality changes and anxiety. Too
many of us are coping with grief and loss.”
Horwath also noted that too often, people
who think they need help also think they will
not be able to afford its cost. As a result, people
are suffering, with nowhere to turn, she said.
“Mental health care is health care. And

together, we can do so much better. We can
take action to fix it — so in Ontario, you’ll get
mental health care with your OHIP card, not
your credit card,” she said.
At least one in four Ontarians sought mental
health or addictions help during the pandemic.
Counselling is the service most commonly
needed. Psychotherapists, psychologists, nurses and social workers can offer therapy, but
unless they are part of a family health team it is
not covered by OHIP, the release noted.
“No one should have to turn to the emergency room again and again for a mental illness
that could be better treated and managed. And
you shouldn’t have to rack up credit card bills
for mental health care — not for yourself, or for
your kids,” said Horwath.
She added, “Guaranteeing mental health
care without cost will relieve pressure on hospitals, emergency services, and the justice system. But most importantly, it will help people
live their healthiest, best life.”
The NDP’s Universal Mental Health plan
is estimated to cost $1.15 billion when fully
implemented.

Toronto – The NDP’s announcement it
will introduce a universal mental health care
is exactly what Ontarians need, the Canadian
Union of Public Employees Ontario has said.
“Ontarians should never have had to pay out
of pocket to get the mental health support they
need – not in the best of times, and certainly
not over the course of this incredibly disruptive
and stressful [Covid-19] pandemic,” said Fred
Hahn, President of CUPE Ontario.
“The pandemic has been hard for all
Ontarians, especially front-line workers like
CUPE Ontario’s members who have faced
wave after wave of Covid-19’s horrible impacts
without the supports needed because the Ford

Conservatives failed to invest.”
Hahn added, “Mental health is healthcare,
and healthcare in Ontario should be universally accessible and public. Ensuring all Ontarians
who need the support of psychotherapists, psychologists, nurses, and social workers are covered in a time of historic inflation is just such
a sensible and desperately-needed measure.”
Reports indicate that one in four Ontarians
sought mental health or addictions help during the pandemic. The NDP universal mental
health care move ensures that counselling and
therapy will be covered under the OHIP card,
with publicly funded mental health services
being expanded and made more accessible.

Fred Hahn

CUPE: Ontario needs NDP’s universal mental health care plan
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Sean Fraser

Ottawa expands simplified
passport renewal process
Ottawa – The simplified renewal application process for Canadian passports has been
expanded, Minister of Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship, Sean Fraser, and Minister of
Families, Children and Social Development
Karina Gould announced on March 31.
The expansion now allows Canadians at
home and abroad to renew an expired passport
as long as it was issued within the last 15 years.
The simplified process is also available to
individuals with lost, stolen, or damaged passports.
“As international travel resumes, we need to
continue to modernise and improve our passport services to make sure we meet the needs
of Canadians,” said Fraser.
Previously, the simplified renewal process
was unavailable for passports expired longer
than a year, or those that were lost, stolen, or
damaged.
With the simplified renewal process, applicants do not need to have a guarantor, or
to provide their original documents, such as
proof of citizenship or photo identification.
They simply need two photos, two references,
the completed form, and the applicable fees.
These changes make renewing a passport
easier, while maintaining the highest level of
program integrity, Fraser said.

CANADA

Kissoon family standing (l-r) Indra, Janie, Ray, Dhaman, Danny, Krish, Mitra;
mom Shrimati Lautchmin is sitting at centre. Photos by Ramesh Ramkalawan

Resplendent, colourful, & closely-knit, sisters (l-r) Ray, Indra, & Janie share a
family moment with mom, Shrimati Lautchmin, second from left

Kissoon family renames popular golf tournament to honour mom
By Romeo Kaseram
Toronto – Declaring that a “family that genuinely prays together, genuinely stays together”,
the Kissoon family announced last week it
will honour the matriarch and a pillar in their
close-knit family, Srimati Lautchmin Kissoon,
by reviving the popular and eminent golf tournament next year and naming it after her.
The gesture recognises Mrs Kissoon’s tremendous hard work, the tribulations she overcame, and the resulting success story of the
family here in Canada, son Dhaman Kissoon
said last week.
The annual event will now be known as the
Lautchmin Kissoon Golf Tournament in recognition of the matriarch’s dedication, devotion,
and guidance to the Kissoon family, he said.
Plans for the event are now underway, and it is
expected to tee off come June, 2023.
Kissoon is an eminent community lawyer,
and a professor with the Faculty of Law at
Queen’s University. He revealed the good news
during birthday celebrations for his mother,
who turned 85 on March 24. Her birthday was
celebrated at the iconic Vishnu Mandir with a
four-day Ramayan Yagna.
The Kissoon matriarch is not the first to be
honoured with such a legacy in recognition
of her commitment to the family, and for her
leadership and guiding hands, Kissoon said.
As he noted, a plaque now resides on the
donor wall at the Hospital for Sick Children
that bears his late father’s name, Sugrim, who
passed away in 1979. It was placed there in recognition of the charitable work, and donations
to the hospital, that came from proceeds raised
by the Kissoon’s well-known and popular golf
tournament.
Speaking to the decision by the seven children, four brothers and three sisters, to honour their mother, Kissoon said, “We all name
things after they have passed; however, we now
have the opportunity to establish a legacy in
[our mother’s] lifetime.”

As he recalled, Mrs Kissoon arrived in
wintry Canada in January 1982, accompanied
by five of her seven children. Already she had
weathered harsh storms prior to her arrival in
Canada, Kissoon said. Significant among the
tribulations was the passing of her husband,
and their father in 1979, and her shouldering of
the tremendous role as a single mother taking
care of seven children.
“Life has never been easy for my mother,”
Kissoon said, recalling that she arrived in
Canada in 1982 to a tremendous January snowfall. However, it appears inclement Canadian
weather was no match for her resilience in
overcoming the storms of life, which she was
already expertly navigating with its earlier
turbulence.
What has helped her negotiate the surges are
her religiosity and her Hindu faith, which she
maintains today, Kissoon said.
“She does yoga everyday. She visits her puja
room ‘religiously’,” he said, adding, “Morning
and evening sees her in the puja room for at
least an hour.”
Also, she has made numerous trips to India
to visit the various and significant religious
sites, such as in Nepal and Sri Lanka; and when
the pandemic is done, if possible, she is planning to visit Tibet’s Mount Kailash.
“My mother is driven; she is disciplined,
even-tempered, and calm,” Kissoon noted.
Also, she is energised by her religious faith,
which is a source for her endurance and longevity. As Kissoon noted, among the family’s
anecdotal store of memories is Mrs Kissoon
out-walking her children, even when going
uphill, and looking behind as they struggled to
keep up during visits to religious sites in India.
That Mrs Kissoon has successfully climbed
the summit, and arrived at the peak in her 85
years was evident during the celebratory Yagna
at Vishnu Mandir, Kissoon said.
He noted her birthday itself was well-attended, with around 250 persons present at the

mandir to celebrate the milestone event with
her. As Kissoon noted, the burgeoning and festive attendance at Vishnu Mandir was evidence
that their mother was popular, well-loved, and
has quite a fan base.
Kissoon also took the opportunity to extend
the family’s sincerest gratitude to Vishnu
Mandir, and its founder and spiritual leader,
Dr Budhendranauth Doobay, for hosting their
mother’s birthday celebration.
Noting the family’s appreciation of the
efforts made by the staff at Vishnu Mandir,
Kissoon said that despite Covid-19, the temple
was well-prepared and elegantly decorated.
“It was overwhelming,” he said.
In confluence with the announcement to
the restart of the Lautchmin Kissoon Golf
Tournament, Kissoon also indicated that the
Doobay Renal Centre in Guyana will benefit
from proceeds raised from their first tourna-

ment next year.
“In the first year of the revival of the tournament, the proceeds will go to the dialysis centre
in Guyana. The centre is Dr Doobay’s baby; he
has nurtured it, and it is in need of assistance
with expansion from one area to three. If we as
a family can assist in the expansion, and help
needy people in Guyana, then we have to help,”
Kissoon declared.
In an immediate gesture of support during
the Vishnu Mandir birthday celebration, the
four brothers, along with Kissoon’s son Navin,
donated $5,000 to the renal centre.
As Kissoon said in making the gesture,
“[As] a commitment today, the four brothers
will each give $1,000, [along with] my son, for
$5,000 to the dialysis centre. And we will continue to give. We know there is a genuine need,
and the cause is a worthy one, and that is what
we support.”

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Time to get along

G

uyana and Trinidad and Tobago share religious,
cultural, historical, and social similarities; then
there is geographic proximity, all of which should
at least draw both nations closer together.
Yet historic tensions exist that are manifested in fault
lines, and which unfortunately, see both nations occasionally pushing up against each other.
In the latest episode of tectonic shifting between both
nations, the fault lines grated against each other enough
to create discernible friction, along with a few noticeable
hairline fractures in diplomatic relations.
As we all know by now, the trigger for the latest
upheaval originates in a YouTube video, in which Guyana’s
Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo declared that Trinidad and
Tobago was “falling apart”.
Naturally, the centre did not hold in Trinidad and
Tobago following Jagdeo’s undiplomatic statement.
“No jobs; sustained periods of negative growth; and
can’t see the light of day for the near future,” Jagdeo said of
Trinidad and Tobago’s contemporary, and perhaps precarious standing, in our presently troubled world.
Port-of-Spain would certainly have been turning and
widening in its gyre of unease following reception of
Jagdeo’s widely-disseminated “falling apart” statement.
To the credit of both administrations, Port-of-Spain
and Georgetown have since made attempts to iron out the
wrinkles caused by Jagdeo’s assessment. The good news is
Trinidad and Tobago’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Amery
Browne intervened, held an amicable conversation with his
Guyana counterpart, Hugh Hilton Todd, and the temperature of ill-feeling on both sides was lowered.
But fires that burn underground hardly ever go out
when fed by an adequate source of fuel.
Jagdeo’s statement is not the only faux pas fueling the
discord; in fact, and apparently, the recent history between
both nations appears to hold a rich reservoir of unease,
which if left unchecked, would continue to feed the underground flames of disharmony and discord.
Among the more than a few episodes in recent memory
is Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
commenting negatively, and perhaps without forethought,
on Guyana’s Covid-19 vaccination program.
Advisor to Guyana’s Health Ministry, Dr Leslie
Ramsammy responded to Rowley’s negative comment; and
later, the fires were again set ablaze by Guyana’s Attorney
General Anil Nandlall.
And in yet another recent episode of Rowley throwing
gasoline on the flames, an Opposition member in Trinidad
and Tobago’s Parliament was verbally dismissed to Guyana
by Rowley in an outburst that was fractious, unparliamentary, and quite unstatesmanlike for a head of government,
and a Caricom leader.
No doubt Georgetown would have been turning and
widening in its gyre of discomfort following Rowley’s
intemperate outburst in, of all places, the hallowed halls of
Trinidad and Tobago’s Parliament.
In our Readers’ Forum in this edition, in response to
Rowley’s lack of suitable parliamentary decorum, a reader
calls on him to be respectful, and an exemplar.
“If our Prime Minister cannot control his anger and
violent behaviour, then what do you expect of citizens?”
Additionally, “What I saw in Parliament was a triggered
Prime Minister... Had he been in complete control, he may
have taken a breath and responded in a way that was less
aggressive and violent.”
It is such that in our time, a murmur in Port-of-Spain
can be exponentially amplified within minutes to thousands of social media listeners within global earshot. Such
was the case when Jagdeo’s faux pas arrived in Port-ofSpain; and no doubt, Rowley’s outburst in Parliament took
a similar trajectory to arrive in Georgetown.
As a diaspora, we are concerned about the divide
between our homelands. Living abroad has cemented
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and other Caribbean nations
together; we get along abroad in many different ways.
Our leaders can do better; it is time to heal the divide.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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Chutzpah

resident Volodymyr Zelensky’s bravado: “The war ends
when Ukraine wins”, reminds me of Forbes Burnham’s
bluster in 1963: “We will fight until we win”, which he
boasted in London to a group of Caribbean and Guyanese students, having secured the support of the CIA against the PPP.
Zelensky’s rhetoric today is even more strident,
stoked by western media and governments, which
undoubtedly use him as a surrogate in their
chronic, CIA-inspired campaign against Moscow.
Two years ago, Ukraine’s name was mud, listed
as one of the world’s most corrupt, like Nigeria,
Guyana, and CIA-supported regimes.
US President Joe Biden’s involvement with Ukraine, then
as vice-President, was quite shady, as is his son’s today. In
2016, Biden was investigated for a possible role in the firing of
Ukraine’s prosecutor Viktor Shokin, allegedly for doing nothing
to combat Ukraine’s entrenched corruption. Whether Biden
was involved or not, the key words are “Ukraine’s entrenched
corruption”.
Nothing has changed in that government, yet for Western
media the Russian invasion has miraculously transformed it
to a pristine righteousness; Zelensky has become a saint, and
Vladimir Putin the devil incarnate.
Whatever the pros and cons of the conflict, Western media
cannot claim integrity in journalism by exposing corruption
one day, and without reason, absolving it the next. (The Biden
investigation closed two years ago, clearing him, according to
Snopes Inc., the fact-checking company; rightist social media
maintain the rumour.)
Biden fulsomely proclaimed that Putin “cannot remain
in power,” hoping that this intemperate comment would not
“complicate the diplomatic efforts to end the war or escalate the
hostilities (sic)”. He labelled Russia’s invasion “barbaric”; what
would he have said of Hillary Clinton’s comment on Libya in
2011, “We came, we saw, we killed”?
Would he have similarly condemned her and earlier presidents for “continuing to engage in carnage, the kind of behaviour that makes the whole world say, ‘My God, what is this (wo)
man doing?’” Where was this moral outrage when successive
US “nuclear-age” presidents, starting with Harry S. Truman,
and more tellingly, Bill Clinton, George Bush, Barack Obama,
and Donald Trump, in the safety of their American homes,
were destroying countries, creating millions of refugees in Asia
and Africa, thousands of miles away, and killing many times the
Russo-Ukraine casualties?
The hypocrisy exceeds all reason and bounds; intemperate

statements proliferate; Western media and political leaders have
discarded fairness and objectivity, wherever they existed.
Even the Pope has pitched in, whose lieutenants have abused
and killed numerous innocents, children and women, among
native populations worldwide.
“We had thought that invasions of other countries, savage street fighting and atomic threats
Mohan
were grim memories of a distant past,” the Pope
Ragbeer told Maltese officials last week. Is 2022 so distant
that the Vatican could overlook the slaughter of
Iraqis and Afghanis by President Bush?
Pope Francis mentioned the EU’s program to train Libya’s
coast guard, to identify and stop migrant smuggling, and take
the would-be refugees back home. The training was done by
Italy and Germany, but its illegality and human rights infringement have persuaded them to desist. There were few if any
refugees before Obama (and NATO) destroyed Libya for its oil,
killed Muammar Gadhafi, and returned Libya to its tribal past,
pre-Gadhafi, achieving “regime change” from peaceful plenty
for all citizens to jobless chaos under pro-US rule.
To his credit, Pope Francis condemned the Libyan detention
facilities, calling them concentration camps, and shamed the
EU for its role in the abuses that clearly are a sequel to US-EU’s
aggression and inability to let others live their way in peace.
Did Pope Francis criticise or lament the loss of Somali civilians, including children, killed and simply labelled “terrorists”,
to avoid enquiry, or ethnic Russians of Donbas, harassed by
Ukrainians, overtly the root of the conflict?
Instead, he fell in with the insulting lines that decorate the
pages and screens of western propaganda by saying, “Civilised
countries cannot approve for their own interest sordid agreements with criminals who enslave other human beings.” But
why didn’t he say similar things regarding Obama-Hillary
Clinton’s dismantling of Libya, even after the fact, as when
Obama bombed it and Syria on his last day in office, killing 80
Libyans and 100 Syrians?
Who in the righteous West condemned the US bombings of
hospitals in Central America, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Somalia,
Vietnam, Laos, North Korea, Yugoslavia, Sudan, Grenada, and
so on?
The West malevolently discards principles in favour of selfinterest. It shamelessly pressures India as a fellow democracy to
condemn Russia; it sanctioned India for its nuclear program,
while arming Pakistan, an Islamic military dictatorship with an
un-censured nuclear program. Just one of many inconsistencies
of American policy dominated by selfish convenience.

For true friendship, use a teaspoon as a measuring unit

I

t came to that time in my dear grandmother’s life when her
quota of daily tasks grew smaller, and the width of idle time
in her day grew wider. It was rest well-deserved, and now as
I look back, a welcome foretaste, a preparation, for her eternal
and peaceful transition to quietude.
As I know now, Ma endured a challenging and
difficult life in a time that saw her as a begat firstRomeo
generation daughter to my jahajin great grandKaseram
mother and jahaji great grandfather.
Back then, as a young boy growing up in the
homeland, I marveled at how easy it was for Ma to
fall into a routine of rest and relaxation. My very early memories
of her are as a harried, single homemaker, her clothing permanently scented with the ferment of burnt sugar canes from her
daily grind in the fields. So, her welcome change of pace and
lifestyle was quite beneficial for me.
Then I was an early grandson in a forthcoming brood of
grandchildren. The good fortune of birth, which also impacts
on monarchies to determine kingly ascendancy, placed me in
similarly princely seniority over my yet-to-arrive cousins.
Consequently, now with time on her work-callused hands,
Ma was free to lavish total care, affection, and attention on me.
It was preparation for what would later see me emerging as
an only child; even now, I was king of the roost, a prince, and a
pet; but perhaps more a pet project for my doting grandmother.
We live our early and later adult lives navigating currents,
cross currents, and with the devil in pursuit, the occasional tidal
surge. It is only quite later in life, after the turbulence is done,
and when we are sailing on calmer seas, that we begin processing what I like to describe as the metanarratives that were driving us forward and headlong in the swim.
So it is, that lately, which is actually the total of a few decades
in later adulthood, I have come to understand what the adults
around me were then communicating to each other. At that
time, I was a young boy clutching on defensively to Ma’s voluminous skirts; or perhaps was ensconced in its overlapping folds
while I sat enthroned like a rajah in her tiny lap.
Then the adults around us were not communicating with
each other using spoken words. They were well into the metanarrative, deploying that knowing nod behind Ma’s back, but

well in my view.
So it is with some adults, who are too laterally networked
with each other to not appreciate that the child standing below
their knees is recording their gestures, body language, and noting that-certain-look-in-the-eye, which will be deconstructed
during a later, more restful time in life.
And which I am now processing, and coming
to understand that in their language of gestures,
slit-eyed looks, and raised eyebrows, they were
discreetly communicating to each other, with
some schadenfreude, that my dear grandmother
was on the decline; or, to put it another way in the language
of my upcoming boyhood, that Ma was starting to lose her
“knock” with her marbles.
Saying to me, “Little boy, you well ‘pet-up’”, while measuring
the sturdiness of my bones beneath the thinness of my arms and
shoulders, and knocking with a reversed forefinger, going “Tap!
Tap! Tap!” on my noggin, as a woodpecker would peck perched
on a tree trunk, sounding for wellness, and perhaps hoping to
hear an echo inside the hollow.
Even as the comment was delivered, my skeletal structure
and cranial capacity assessed, one of the ladies behind Ma had
masked her face for discretion with her orhini.
It was behind the soundproof wall of this veil where she was
either savouring the peppery flavour of schadenfreude; or was
whispering tastily with condensed-milk sweetened malice to
one of her cohorts about the thinness of the arms and legs.
It is all about the delivery; being told you are a “pet-up child”
could be stirred in as a welcome teaspoon of sugar from a loving
relative’s cup of affection.
Or with usage by one of Ma’s detractors, it could be delivered with stiffened lips and acidic cadence as a pot spoon of
sweetened milk, particularly when the Hindi-Bhojpuri mother
tongue was used to describe favouring and spoiling a child, the
word, “dular”, or “doolar” issued with a tidal wave collusion of
titters, with many orhini-masked devils in pursuit.
I suspect Ma was aware of the metanarrative of cohort envy
that was driving her sideways in the swim. However, she certainly taught me this: use teaspoons to measure friends and
friendships; that pot spoons are for stirring peppery curries.

indocaribbeanworld.com | april 06, 2022

READERS’ FORUM

Inspire us instead, PM Rowley
Dear Editor,
Speaker of the House, Bridgid Annisette-George, in Trinidad
and Tobago kept shouting, “Order! Order!” Already The Speaker
had cautioned Dr Keith Rowley three times, saying, “Prime
Minister”, while on her feet.
However, Rowley ignored her as he continued his rant in
response to a reasonable question from Opposition MP Rodney
Charles.
For some reason, The Speaker was not moved to ask the
Prime Minister to leave the House, or to adjourn the sitting.
The disconcerting incident triggered my recall of the 1967
calypso monarch, the Mighty Cypher, who sang. “If the priest
could play, who is we?”
If the Prime Minister can disrespect The Speaker of the
House in Parliament, then what do you expect from the other
members of Parliament? What do you expect from young men
on the streets?
Also, what do you expect from the public servants in their
daily interactions with the people they serve? If our Prime
Minister cannot control his anger and violent behaviour, then
what do you expect of citizens?
Hopefully, The Speaker had the courage afterwards to have
a private conversation with the very Prime Minister who nominated her to the post, to advise him that any similar recurrence
will be dealt with severely.
However, it makes me wonder: if The Speaker were male,
would such disrespect have prevailed? The last male PNM
speaker of the House was Barendra Sinanan, MP, who presided
from 2002-2010. I recall a different tone and cadence in the
House.
My “rose-tinted” lenses suggest that Parliamentarians
behaved in a more dignified manner then; they were more
intentional, calculated, and respectful in the way they presented
themselves.
The average citizen should look to the party in power for
leadership, and those who hold the reins of power are obligated to set a tone that is calming and collaborative, rather than
aggressive and disrespectful.

Instead, we continuously witness tones of
aggression, anger, and violence from all quarters. In
these times of uncertainty and turmoil, we need
leadership that is calm and
purposeful.
What I saw in
Parliament was a triggered
Prime Minister, employee
of the people of Trinidad
and Tobago, who felt it
Bridgid Annisette-George
necessary to remind us
that he is the Prime Minister, and suggest that the Opposition
member should go to Guyana or Barbados.
Had he been in complete control, he may have taken a breath
and responded in a way that was less aggressive and violent.
Almost simultaneously, and in stark contrast, the US Senate
Hearing for the Supreme Court nominee Ketanji Onyika Brown
Jackson was in progress, and I saw a female leader maintaining
her grace and dignity for many hours while under severe provocation and pressure.
Many of us feel stuck and hopeless. It is an ideal opportunity
for the leadership to intervene and change the tone from hopelessness to optimism.
Prime Minister, when you asked for our vote, you implied
that you would take leadership and show a different path.
Instead, we continue to be subjected to your language of violence and aggression, whether it is the Parliament, at a political
meeting, or at a news conference.
I shall continue monitoring the Parliament feeds, and hope
never to witness The Speaker commanding repeatedly in vain
for order to be restored.
If we are to reduce the level of violence in our country, our
politicians must show respect for each other, for their employers
(the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago), and “calm dong de place”.
Dennise Demming, via email, Trinidad and Tobago.

Dear Editor,
Finance Minister Colm Imbert recently indicated that the
government of Trinidad and Tobago has no intention of devaluing the dollar.
This is the position that has been taken by
the government throughout its tenure so far,
and it is a commendable one.
Even though there are minimal advantages
to currency devaluation, our economy in no
way requires such a drastic measure at this time.
While currency devaluation is a well-known
monetary policy instrument, not everyone is
aware of its most apparent effects.
According to iBanFirst, a global financial
services provider, currency devaluation can
present significant drawbacks, ranging from
more expensive imports to higher inflation, as
well as a decline in local consumer purchasing
Colm
power.
It can also result in less efficient, and less competitive

domestic industries in the medium-term. The price of imports
increases, and consumer purchasing power decreases on the
whole.
In a period of stagnant wage growth, devaluation can cause a fall in real wages. This is
because devaluation causes inflation, but if the
inflation rate is higher than wage increases, then
real wages will fall.
Also, local industries are supported by the
higher price of imported products. As there is
less external competition, some industries are
likely to become less productive, and less efficient in the medium term.
Devaluation, unlike depreciation, is a voluntary decrease in the value of one currency
relative to others. It is a well-known monetary
policy tool, but the extent of its disadvantages
is sometimes glossed over, and we the average
Imbert
man on the street should be aware of its effects.
Nigel Seenathsingh, via email, Trinidad and Tobago.

Dear Editor,
The front cover of April’s edition of National Geographic
magazine is a beautiful view from the
edge of a mountain overlooking flocculent
clouds floating above a verdant valley with
a thin waterfall in the distance.
The cover’s lead headline is Exploring
Islands in the Sky followed, by the subheading, A Tepui in South America may
hold clues to the Mysteries of evolution.
I was hooked; but imagine my surprise
when I looked at the Contents pages inside,
and read: “Up the Mountain, to a World
Apart” followed by, “Why venture into a
remote part of Guyana with no roads and
no guarantee of getting out? To identify
new species, to uncover clues about evolution – and to climb a sheer sided, flattopped mountain known locally as a Tepui.
By Mark Synnott. Photographs by Renan
Ozturk.”
I could barely contain my interest, and
went directly to Page 36.
The story and accompanying photographs flowed through,
to end on Page 71 – a full 36 pages of fascinating facts and

interpretations about a place I have never seen — in my own
native land.
The first words on Page 36 were:
“Mount Roraima rises from the rainforest…” Most of the rest of the article
centres around Mount Weiassipu, which
I gather is close to Mount Roraima, but
lower and more accessible.
I had never heard of Mount Weiassipu
before.
The consolatory fact is that all of it is
within Guyana’s boundaries versus Mount
Roraima.
The last sentence of the article reads:
“The real treasures of El Dorado aren’t
gold or diamonds – they’re the plants
and animals that call this magical place
home.”
I think that this article might be available online for readers in Guyana. But
nothing can be as heartwarming as the
magazine. As soon as it becomes available
in retail outlets, I will send about 20 copies to libraries and friends — back home!
Tulsi Dyal Singh, via email, Texas, US.

Good govt move to not devalue T&T currency

Yet another ‘El Dorado’ discovered in our homeland
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Call for Guyanese profiles
for national compilation
Dear Editor,
Over the years, I have been compiling the names for potential
entries in a proposed Dictionary of Guyanese National Biography
backed by established lexicographers and writers, and have
managed to build a short profile of each gathered from information provided, from the Internet, the Guyana newspapers,
reference books, magazines, and other authoritative sources.
At the time of writing, the total submissions are almost 700
profiles and growing.
Once there is a first edition put out, it can serve as the foundation on which to build and expand just as two of my other
references did (Bibliography of Guyana, and Encyclopaedia of the
Guyanese Amerindians).
Several big names and publishers are interested in this worthwhile project – a first for a Caricom country when completed.
The thing is to get the word out that will motivate others to
submit profiles of other Guyanese who may have been unintentionally missed, and who have excelled in their own disciplines.
I ask to be sent profiles of prominent Guyanese who meet
the criteria below to be chronicled in this proposed Dictionary
of Guyanese National Biography. A half a page of information
would suffice. See a proposed entry below using Stan Brock as
an example, which can serve as a template for submissions.
Criteria for inclusion: The objective of this dictionary is to
provide a brief profile of the lives of Guyanese
who have made an impact, either directly
or indirectly, on the world of knowledge, and on Guyana and Guyanese.
Whether in the fields of sports,
entertainment, travel, exploration, academia, or business, this compendium
showcases the profiles
of these thinkers, creators, and innovators,
who have left their
mark regardless of political stripe, religion, sexual orientation, race, and colour.
Each entry should
provide a sketch of the
family background
and education of the
person, followed
by a description
of the events that
propelled the person to fame
or infamy, and a summary of the person’s achievements or misdemeanors. Published material (where appropriate) should be
included, as well as any awards conferred by reputable organisations.
In addition, the following basic information is required:
Birth Year; Death Year; Profession; Distinguished services;
Achievements; Publications; Interesting Facts; Famous Quotes.
Example: Brock, Stanley E. (1936-2018) – Global
Humanitarian and Founder of Remote Access Medical, an outfit
that helped save the lives of many Amerindians in Guyana’s interior through medical help.
Stanley E. Brock’s name is closely intertwined with Dadanawa,
the Wapichans (one of the nine Amerindian tribes), and the
entire South Rupununi. He arrived in Georgetown in August
1953 from England at age 17 with £10 in his pocket and soon
after found a job as a vacquero at Dadanawa through the
Rupununi Development Company. He eventually became the
ranch’s General Manager, a position he would hold for 15 years.
He left in March 1968 to take up the position of co-host of NBC’s
popular television series Wild Kingdom. Stan had a rich track
record in exploration and discovery and is a noted authority
on wildlife conservation and management. He did a marvellous
job in bringing wildlife in the Rupununi to millions around the
world through Wild Kingdom. For years he and others brought
cattle through the Cattle Trail to Takama in Berbice where the
cattle were taken to Rosignol and then by train to the slaughterhouses in Georgetown. Stan lived in Knoxville, Tennessee and
was an airline transport pilot, published author, film-maker,
lecturer, and physical fitness expert. His books on his life in
the Rupununi and on wildlife in Guyana are: Jungle Cowboy
(1972), Leemo (1967), and More About Leemo (1967). He was
the Founder and President of Remote Area Medical Volunteer
Corps, a non-profit organisation which started in 1985, and
which brought much needed health-related services to Guyana’s
Amerindians. The group known as RAM completed some 200
missions. RAM volunteer doctors, dentists, optometrists, and
nurses have treated thousands of patients for everything from
dietary deficiencies to cleft pallet surgery. See ramusa.org for
further details.
Lal Balkaran (lalbalkaran@rogers.com), via email, Toronto.
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Can Guyana’s sugar industry be stirred back to life?

T

he tumultuous history of sugar in
Guyana has been bitter-sweet. For
more than three decades, sugar and
its ancillary industries were the largest foreign
exchange earner and employer, accounting for
close to 20 percent of the country’s GDP.
More importantly, the
industry supported the
prosperity of entire communities across the coastal belt.
However, since 2010, the
industry has been in a state
of steady decline, leading
it to become a dependent
of the State, and the consequent closure of all
but three of the existing estates in 2015 by the
former APNU+AFC coalition government –
which led to the retrenchment of thousands
of workers.
Ever since coming to power in 2021, the
new PPP/Civic government has expressed its
commitment to revive the industry, which has
largely deteriorated into a state of disrepair.
After courting the assistance of several countries, including China, Brazil, and India, and
exploring the potential for public-private sector partnerships, the government appears set
to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
with the government of Guatemala to revitalise
the dying industry.
The choice of Guatemala as a potential
partner in revitalising Guyana’s sugar industry
is based on an overall desire to co-operate
in regional food security initiatives, and on
Guatemala’s strength in sugar.
Guatemala is currently one of the largest
sugar exporters in world, and the second largest in Latin America, with over a (US) $1 billion annually in sugar revenues. The industry
employs almost 80,000 people directly, and
another 410,000 indirectly through 11 sugar
mills.
Incidentally, Guatemala’s sugar industry is
five times larger than that of Guyana in terms
of acreage, with Guatemala having 251,000
hectares under cultivation, compared to 49,000
hectares in Guyana.
The Guatemalan industry, which relies
heavily on Research and Development, cultivates 33 different varieties of sugar cane. It
is more than twice as productive as Guyana’s
sugar industry, producing 10.7 metric tons per
hectare, compared to four to five tons per acre
in Guyana.
In addition to producing sugar, the
Guatemalan Sugar Producers Association contends that its sugar mills are self-sustainable,
using energy generated from bagasse.
There is no doubt that if a collaborative
agreement can be struck with Guatemala, then
there is scope for Guyana’s sugar industry to
regain its lost glory.
The truth is, Guyana’s sugar industry has
been plagued by a plethora of problems,
key among them incompetent management,
declining production, and high operational
costs.
As a result, Guysuco had depended on
government funding to keep it afloat, with subsidies amounting to an estimated (G) $500 billion prior to the coalition government assuming power in 2015.
The industry had enjoyed preferential pricing by the European Union until 2006, which
sheltered its underlying problems. Prior to the
cut in EU subsidies, Guyana’s sugar shipped
to the EU, its largest buyer, enjoyed higher
than world market prices under the African
Caribbean Pacific Convention.
Although the EU subsequently provided
funds to Guyana to help it sustain the industry,
it continued to head downhill.
Optimism over sugar, on part of the previous PPP/Civic administration, stemmed largely from expectations that the industry’s modernisation plans launched way back in 1998,
as part of a ten-year plan, would have led to a
dramatic increase in production.

The objectives of the 1999-2008 strategic
plan were designed to turn the industry around
by reducing the unit cost of production of
sugar through a combination of initiatives,
among them: concentrating on increasing production in the lower cost areas of Berbice; maximising use of good quality
land; and developing larger
processing facilities that can
benefit from economies of
Dwarka
scale and modern technolLakhan
ogy.
During Phase I, it was
planned to construct the
new factory at Skeldon, expand operations at
Albion, and close the Rose Hall estate.
In Phase II, Guysuco planned to establish
a new factory on the west bank of the Canje
River, expand the Blairmont estate, and consolidate operations in Demerara.
In addition, the corporation proposed to
diversify the industry by constructing a distillery, and a refinery to produce special sugars.
Arguably, during the plan period, the industry experienced consolidation at the factory
level, but when Guysuco’s ten-year plan finally
materialised 12 years later with the commissioning of its modern flagship Skeldon factory
in September 2009, sugar was no further ahead.
It was expected that the Skeldon factory,
which cost (US) $200 million would become
fully operational in 2011, producing some
500,000 tonnes of sugar annually for export,
and that total industry production would eventually increase to 1.2 million tonnes annually.
But the Skeldon factory was plagued with
a myriad of problems, and never reached full
capacity. More important, the industry never
produced sufficient sugar cane to feed the factory.
Evidently, Guysuco’s grandiose plan failed.
The heavy toll of the EU price cut, and continued losses prevented upgrades to factories,
and caused field operations and infrastructural
works to be shelved, or only partially completed.
But the industry had another serious problem – a steady decline in production. An
examination of historical production patterns
shows that during the 1960s, sugar output averaged almost 300,000 tons per year.
During the 1970-1980 period, production
averaged over 306,000 per year, with a peak of
369,000 tons in 1971.
However, during the 1990-2000 period,
average sugar production fell to about 245,000
tons, with 1999 output of 365,000 tons being
the highest.
Over the next decade, 2001-2010, average
production increased to almost 270,000 tonnes
annually, supported by three years, 2002-2004,
of production averaging 320,000 tones.
The noticeable decline in production started
in 2008, and continued through the end of
2014, the year prior to the coalition coming to
power, causing Guysuco to miss the opportunity to capitalise on high world market prices
during the 2010-2012 period for its non-quota
production.
During this period, production averaged
220,000 metric tons, hitting a modern day low
of 187,000 tons in 2013. Between 2015-2021,
production averaged just about 65,000 metric
tons annually.
What is important to note is that production
fell to its lowest level after the implementation of Guysuco’s modernisation initiatives. It
was also during this period that expectations
were at its peak for the revival of the industry.
What happened to management of the industry at this critical juncture is anybody’s guess.
Management should have been fired then.
Sugar was placed on its deathbed following the decision to close all but three estates
in 2015. This decision was preceded by a
Commission of Inquiry, which stopped short
of putting the final nail in its coffin.
The COI saw the sugar industry as more
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than a business. It then directly employed some
16,000 people – a number that is about 20
percent higher when all the associated industries are taken into consideration – and more
important, it supported a network of communities across the coastal sugar producing belt
whose disruption could have dire economic
and social consequences.
Yet, the COI noted that Guysuco was at a
point of no return,
and that privatisation should be pursued.
The corporation’s
financial troubles
came to a height
May 2015, when it
ran out of funds to
pay workers’ wages,
resulting in the
then APNU+AFC
government finding
reason to fire its entire Board of Directors,
as well as its CEO – in a move that was not
surprising.
To temporarily alleviate the woes of the
struggling industry, the government advanced
(G) $3.8 billion to Guysuco in June 2015, with
full knowledge that it needed almost five times
that amount to survive the remainder of the
year.
Incidentally, the revenue from sales in the
second half of 2015 – the year prior to estate
closures – was expected to cover only 50
percent of the corporation’s expenses for the
period, aggravating the wounds of Guysuco,
which was then severely indebted to creditors
to the tune of $76.8 billion.
Therefore, Guysuco’s blood was expected
to keep flowing in 2016 once its cost of production of sugar remained significantly high-

er than the market price it received for the
commodity. Guysuco then produced sugar
at around 45 cents per pound versus a world
market price of 13 cents per pound.
Following closure of the estates, Guysuco’s
assets were transferred to the National Industrial
and Commercial Investments Limited, which
established a Special Purpose Unit to sell off
the assets to the best bidder. While several
bids were received,
no decision on any
sale was made.
However, several
portions of sugar
lands were either
sold or leased.
Now that the
government
is
seeking to resuscitate the industry, it
will need a massive
injection of cash.
More importantly, a viable plan must be established to revitalise the industry in co-operation
with Guatemala, if an MOU is signed.
But the critical issue will be management.
Unless the government can replace the current
management of Guysuco with qualified and
knowledgeable professional staff, it would be an
exercise in frustration to revitalise the industry
– notwithstanding its tremendous benefits, as
well as the co-operation of Guatemala.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Imdadul Islamic Centre celebrates community partnerships
By Sayem Khan
community partners like Metrolinx and Finch West LRT.
Youth Member-Imdadul Islamic Centre
Madiha Khalid, Manager of Community Relations for
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
Finch West LRT, provided an update on the LRT project.
celebration of getting back together, recolAll the segments of the event, and its fundraising
lecting sweet memories, re-igniting harmoniefforts, took place following all Covid-19 health protoous interfaith relationships, and enjoying a
cols. The event’s attendees were cooperative, and followed
sumptuous meal, was in evidence on March 26 when
all health protocols.
the Imdadul Islamic Centre hosted its pre-Ramadan
Brother Osman Khan, Secretary of the Imdadul
banquet fundraising dinner.
Islamic Centre, facilitated the fundraising component of
The event took place at Imdadul Annex, and was
the evening.
attended by interfaith leaders, local government offiAttendees thoroughly enjoyed the outstanding nasheed
cials, diplomats, and more importantly frontline workperformances by internationally renowned Naat Qwan
ers.
singer Muhammad Salman Qureshi.
Also in attendance were about 600 members of the
Rabbi William Bill Tepper of the Holy Blossom Temple
mosque. In addition to regular members of the Imdadul
shared a beautiful message, thanking members of the
Jamat, there were also representatives from the Holy
Imdadul Jamat for the valuable partnership. This was his
Attending the Imdadul Islamic Centre’s fundraising dinner were (l-r)
Blossom Temple, the Beechwood Cemetery, and cominaugural visit to Imdadul Mosque, and he thoroughly
Christopher Mammoliti, TDSB (Trustee Ward 4); The Honourable
munity partners.
enjoyed his visit and the warm hospitality.
Ya'ara Sacks, MP; The Honourable Judy Sgro, MP; Haji Haroon
Imdadul members were elated with the return to
A special recognition was made to Sister Sherry Aziz,
Sheriff, President, Imdadul Islamic Centre; Ida Li Preti, Provincial
the mosque, and shared how much they missed being
CFO of Amir Quality Meats. She is an accomplished
Liberal candidate, Humber River; and Osman Khan, Secretary,
together, especially during the holy observance of
entrepreneur, and is currently serving as the Project
Imdadul Islamic Centre. Photo by Ramesh Ramkalawan
Ramadan.
Manager at Imdadul Annex Project.
The event started with the recitation of the Holy Quran by hard work by its members.
The accomplished Sister Sherry and Amir Quality Meats
young Hafiz Ikremah Khan, who is also a graduate of York
In his remarks, local City Councilor Anthony Perruzza have made an immense contribution in the field of strategic
University.
shared his delight over Imdadul mosque’s continuing upward planning and fundraising for many Islamic non-profit organisaMember of the Provincial Parliament of Humber River growth. He also acknowledged the diverse contribution by tions across the GTA.
Black Creek area (where the Imdadul mosque is located) Tom mosque’s membership to build a better neighbourhood.
In giving its special recognition, the Imdadul Islamic Centre
Rakocevic, presented an award to Abraham and Shita Ishmael,
Vice-chair of the Toronto District School Board and the local community acknowledged its good fortune and blessing in havthe owners of Venture Car and Truck Rentals, for their out- public school trustee, Christopher Mammoliti, shared his expe- ing her support and dedication.
standing dedication to the Imdadul community.
rience of being present yet again at the Imdadul Centre. Also, he
Brother Osman fondly recalled the contributions all the
Members of the Toronto Police Service Muslim Consultative revealed it was his first attendance at a mosque during the holy award recipients made to various projects that have made the
Committee were also in attendance. Officer Haroon Siddiqui, observance of Ramadan.
Imdadul Islamic Centre a success today.
who is also the Muslim Liasion Officer of Toronto Police
The Catholic District School Board Trustee Ida Li Preti was
The overall fundraising dinner event was moderated by the
Service, thanked all the donors who supported Project Hope to also in attendance. She paid tribute to the Late Imam of Imdadul two young and dynamic Masters of Ceremony, Sayem Khan and
assist newcomer Afghans settling in Canada.
Islamic Centre, Haji Shamir Khan, and shared fond memories Alysha Aziz, who is an outstanding student leader.
In his speech, Siddiqui expressed his deep gratitude to lead- of her father Dr Peter Li Preti and his friendship with the late
At the end of the event, Sister Sherry thanked the volunteers,
ership of the mosque and the partnership. He also presented Imam. Their friendship flourished during that time when the participants, and especially the young members of the Nile
an award of excellence to the family of Faizul Khan, owner of mosque had just started in the late 1990s.
Academy, for their hard work that made the evening a success.
Caribbean Cuisine.
President of the Ontario New Democratic Party, Dr Janelle
Dr Imam Hai Patel delivered an emotional concluding Dua
Member of Parliament Ya’ra Saks and The Honourable Judy Brady, also addressed the gathering. She initiated and shared a thanking all the donors, recalling the pioneers and founding
Sgro expressed their sincere gratitude for the support of the moment of silence for the victims of the London family tragedy. members of Imdadul Islamic Centre, while asking for peace in
members of the mosque, and praised the dedication and the
Imdadul Centre is blessed to have partnerships with local the world.
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Easter Cross Buns Available

Specialists in Homemade Plait
Bread, Pine Tarts, Tennis Rolls,
Dhal Pouri, Salara, Chinese
Cakes, Cassava Pone,
Currants Rolls, & lots more.
Cocktail size pastries available.
All Products 100% Vegetarian.
Products available at No Frills
& select Canadian Superstores
across the GTA.

416-754-4181

1220 Ellesmere Rd., #30, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 2X5
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Reshmi, Rumana, Priya, & Atiya on the harmonium at the Pranav fundraiser

Record fundraiser for Pranav Mandir
From Page 1
headquarters in India for spiritual rejuvenation.
He often returns inspired with ideas to
improve the mandir. His latest project aspires
to replicate in Toronto a Hindu religious concept that is found in the temples of India,
which is to add triple domes to the existing
structure of Pranav Mandir.
With the latest fundraising success, the only
impediment to completing his latest project
was surmounted with the generous monies
raised.

Said Swami Bhajananandaji: “It’s the Lord’s
work; and if He wills it, he will show the way.”
Additionally, he acknowledged, “The sacrifice that hundreds of donors have made
in giving a portion of their earnings to help
the Pranav Mandir. My heartfelt thanks and
prayers for God’s blessings to those who have
answered my silent prayers.”
Swami Bhajananandaji also reserved three
special words for Jaglall in recognition of his
leadership, his talent as a fundraiser, and for
successfully coordinating the project, saying:
“I’m grateful, Joe.”

Geeta Bisram on the piano

Jeweller Omesh delivers a gem

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Pranav Hindu Mandir
Cultural Centre

To Our Donors, Performers, & Our Concert Host For A
Successful Holi Mela-Sangam:

Thank You!
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$260,000!
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ri Swami Bhajananandaji Maharaj, Monk in charge of the Pranav Mandir & Cultural Centre,
a branch of the Bharat Sevashram Sangha of Calcutta, India, expresses his profound
gratitude and sincerest thanks to all persons, who in one way or the other, contributed
to the tremendously successful virtual Fundraising Event on Sunday, 20th March, 2022 towards
the construction of three domes on the Temple building at 102 Rivalda Road in Toronto, Canada.
With the Blessings of the Divine and the philanthropy of hundreds of members of our community,
Pranav Mandir was the beneficiary of over $260,000 that will now be utilised to see our Dome
Project to completion. Special thanks to Pt. Joe Jaglall, who not only originated the fundraising
plan, but also hosted the virtual event, and was singularly instrumental in eliciting a huge part of
the amount raised. The names of all the contributors are too numerous to mention; however, the
major donors are listed below. Thank you, and may God shower you with copious Blessings.
NuBanc
Financial,
David
Singh
President

Pro-tek
Services,
Gord
Ramkissoon,
President

Canadian

Superbilt
Shutters &
Blinds,
John Persaud
CEO

Intact
Renovations
Mike Persaud
CEO

Pizza
Pizza
CS World
Cargo

Lotus Funeral

& Cremation
Centre Inc,
Kamal
Bhardwaj,
President

Monarch
Mortgage
Group,
Natasha
Bridmohan
President

D&G Gas
Piping &
Heating
Services,
Dave
Sooknanan,
Owner

The Tilak Family: Dr Sharmila Tilak, Asha & Dave Raghubir.
Right Choice Linen: The Balkaran family: Deonarine & Pam & Daughters Vanessa & Varsha.

11

indocaribbeanworld.com | april 06, 2022

Colonial
Landscaping
Services
Roy Dhori
President

Pro-Tech
Stainless
Jamie
Baxter

REGIONAL

Caribbean leaders call for reparations

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

B

arbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley ing stolen artefacts to formerly colonised
renewed the call for reparations for nations, she said.
the Atlantic slave trade last month,
As a first step, there should be apologies,
declaring that slavery not only resulted in the she maintained. Secondly, there should be
Caribbean’s underdevelopment,
recognition that “the extracbut also played an indirect role
tion of wealth from our colin climate change that now negonies led to the Industrial
atively impacts the region.
Revolution in these developed
Noting that her declaration
countries today”.
was not contentious, Mottley
Additionally, “When you
called for compensation for
contrast the fact that at the
slavery, as well as for the harmpoint of emancipation… planful fallout from climate change
tation owners who held slaves
that now affects the region’s
were given £20 million, and
economies.
then by reason of the apprenMottley’s remarks were first
ticeship period for the next
reported by the Caribbean
four years, the value of another
Mia Mottley
Media Corporation. At the time,
£27 million of free labour... you
she was on an official visit to the United Arab have a £47 million compensation package for
Emirates.
those at the centre of the trade, as far back as
“It should not be… an issue that is driven by the mid-19th century,” she said.
anything other than absolute clarity that there
When the colonies later acquired indeis a development deficit today that is the result pendence over a century later, these nations
of that behaviour in the past, and that develop- received nothing other than good wishes.
ment deficit has to be met with legitimately
“[For] the most part… it meant that
– both in terms of reparatory justice, but [also] they started their journey as an independent
…climate justice,” Mottley said.
nation… with a development deficit, but
As she noted, the former colonisers extract- with treasuries that were not full of money,
ed the wealth from the region, and from that should have been theirs legitimately
countries as Barbados. That wealth funded the from centuries of exploitation,” she said.
Industrial Revolution, which contributed to
The call for reparations also came from
the historic development of coloniser nations, Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr
she said.
Keith Rowley after acknowledgement of the
Industrial development and global econom- brutality of slavery was made by the Duke of
ic growth have since contributed significantly Cambridge, Prince William.
to the world’s greenhouse gases. In turn, this
Said Rowley: “… I was very pleased
negatively impacts the Caribbean region with to hear Prince William say… slavery was
extreme weather, such as hurricanes, which wrong; that the British government, and the
destructively sweep through infrastructure and British people, have some responsibility.”
tourism-driven economies.
Calling for compensation, Rowley said,
Mottley said the issue of reparations remains “…I believe [Prince William] more if you do
alive in the region, with younger people feeling what you must now do, which is the offer of
strongly about it. It was more than return- reparation to the people who were wronged.”

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191

By Appointment Only

150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Colours of Phagwah bring out sparkles in NY’s celebrating diaspora
By Dhanpaul Narine
Guyana, and is the mother of seven children. She was
he Mayor of New York City, Eric Adams, was full
married to Bhagwat Persaud, known as Balli. She has ten
of praise for the Hindu community in Queens,
grandchildren, and one great grand-child. Her son, Naro
New York. This took place at the Phagwah
Balli, is a member of the Arya Spiritual Center. Naro is
Concert. There was no parade this year due to the
making a wonderful contribution to the community, with
pandemic.
his wife Mala Balli.
However, the 106 Precinct worked with the community,
Mataji Sona Balli wants the children to do well, and
and approval was granted for a concert to be held
to take advantage of the many opportunities in the
in Liberty Avenue, the heart of the Indo-Caribbean
community.
community. The chill in the air did little to daunt the
Mataji Chandrawattie Persaud was married at the age of
spirits of the community. In fact, it added to it.
14 in Guyana to Pandit Chandrica Persaud. She has worked
The anticipation and excitement in the faces of the
for over 30 years in New York, and is closely attached to the
participants were indeed incredible. This was the first open
Hindu religion. Her son Ganesh Persaud, Pete Persaud, and
air event since 2019, and the happiness was evident.
daughter Latchmie, and the grandchildren, are flying the
A stage was set up at Lefferts Boulevard and Liberty
flag high. Pandit Chandrica Persaud and Pandit Ramlall,
Avenue, in Queens, New York. Two blocks were closed and
worked side by side to make Phagwah a big and inclusive
Photos by Dhanpaul Narine
traffic was re-routed.
event.
In photo at left, in front row are Matajis Champa Persaud,
The proceedings began with prayers from Pandit
Dr Vindhya Persaud, Minister of Social Services
Gurudat Jagnanan from the Federation of Hindu Mandirs, Chandrawattie Persaud, & Sona Balli, who were honored in Guyana represented her government, and brought
along with Guyana government’s Dr Vindhya Persaud; top warm greetings on behalf of President Irfaan Ali and his
and Pandit Bharat Singh from the Arya Spiritual Center.
right, NYC’s Mayor Eric Adams; & bottom photo, Queens administration. Queens Borough, President Donovan
This was followed with a beautiful invocation dance
Borough President, Donovan Richards, at centre
by Urvashee Kissoon, of the Arya Spiritual Center. It
Richards, wished the Hindu community well, spoke of his
There were two highlights that left a lasting memory on
captivated the crowd, and the stage was set for an enthralling
visit to Ukraine a few weeks ago, and called for peace there.
the 2022 event. The first was the presentations to the mothers,
afternoon.
There were greetings from Judges Karen Gopee, Andrea
There were Chowtal, Holi songs from the different mandirs, followed by a visit by New York City’s Mayor, Eric Adams.
Ogle, and from politicians Joann Ariola, Jenifer Rajkumar, Joe
The mothers were introduced by Dr Dhanpaul Narine.
and Pandit Chunelall Narine performed Rang Barase that is
Addabo, Roxanne Persaud, and others.
He said they have done well, in their own right, and have
perhaps the anthem of Phagwah. Pandit Chunelall lit up the
Mayor Eric Adams was introduced by Committee member,
produced children that are making a remarkable contribution
crowds with the popular rendition, and the variety of colours
Romeo Hitlall. Mayor Adams thanked the Hindu community.
in the community. It was also fitting that the mothers should
sparkled in the sunshine. Committee member, Sagar Rajpal,
He said he will work to ensure that the community is wellbe honoured during ‘Women’s History Month’.
introduced the MCs, Bahen Vedo Basdeo, and Pandit Prakash
represented. Many in the audience reminded Adams that
Mataji Champa Singh was born in Bush Lot in the
Persaud. Radio personality Herman Singh and Vedo Basdeo
Diwali should be a school holiday. He promised support for
Corentyne area of Guyana. She was married to Aram Singh,
took turns to introduce members of the Committee.
such legislation, and it is hoped that the legislation will be
and the union produced four children. She worked in New
There were presentations from individuals and mandirs.
drafted soon.
York for many years.
They included the Arya Spiritual Center, Arya Samaj USA,
The Phagwah Concert 2022 was a grand success. One
Her son, Herman Singh, is well known to the community.
the Natraj Cultural Group, David Ali Dance Group, the USA
suggestion would be for the Parade to commence at Pandit
He is the producer of a popular radio program that has been
Pandits’ Parishad, the Shri Trimurti Bhavan, Omadevi Somai,
Ramall Way in Liberty Avenue, turn right into 123 Street, and
on air for over 30 years. Herman was close to Pandit Ramlall,
United Madrassi Federation, Rajin and Deepak, Sean Kulsum,
return to Pandit Ramlall Way, where the floats would disperse.
of the Arya Spiritual Center, one of the founders of the
Pandit Baya and his chowtal group, Sundar Gopal Mandir, and
The participants would then assemble at Lefferts and Liberty
Phagwah Parade. Mataji Champa Singh accepted the award
others.
for the cultural program.
and acknowledged Herman, and his wife Sindy, for their hard
A number of celebrity artistes were on show as well. Terry
The Ukrainians too had a presence at the Concert. They
work.
Gajraj was amazing as usual, and Marissa Deodat, Rakesh
gathered peacefully and displayed their banners that spoke of
Mataji Sona Balli was born in Windsor Forest, in
Yankaran, Randy Ramdin, and Rikki Jai entertained royally.
the need for peace and love.
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Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188
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www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Hot cross buns or gulgulas - does ethnicity really matter?
By Aminta Kilawan-Narine
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
y dad would sing, “Hot cross buns, hot
cross buns, one a penny, two a penny,
hot cross buns”, with an air of nostalgia,
reminiscing about Eastertime in Guyana. On
Good Friday, an Afro-Guyanese woman walked
down the road singing the tune, with fresh buns in
a basket on her head, distributing to her Rose Hall
Town neighbours in remembrance of Jesus’ crucifixion.
My dad and his family are Hindu. His weekly chore as
a child was to offer prayers and flowers in the murti-laden
mandir built in their backyard. Yet my dad and numerous
other Hindus attended Sunday school, where they learned and
recited the Psalms in the Bible.
When I saw my parents close their eyes and state the “Our
Father” at my junior high school graduation Mass, I was
taken aback by them, the very individuals who taught me the
popular Hindu prayer “Twameva Mata.”
As I fried gulgulas for Phagwah, wanting to fill my home
with the aroma of this vegetarian sweetmeat, I couldn’t help
but think of how much unity things like food can evoke. No
matter the race or religion, every Guyanese can develop a sense
of appreciation for hot cross buns and gulgulas. It didn’t matter
whether you were of African or Indian descent.
But this begs the question – as a woman born and raised in
New York City, which label defines me better? Being Guyanese
or being Indo-Caribbean? And is there a need for labels, or do
they simply serve to perpetuate racial divides?
During the past holiday season, my colleague and I
unsuspectingly discovered that our parents both hail from
Guyana. Her parents, Afro-Guyanese who migrated to the
US a couple decades before my parents did in the 1980s, now
reside in Brooklyn, among a large Afro-Caribbean population.
My colleague asked me why there is an effort to brand
Guyanese either Afro or Indo when we are “one people, one
nation, one destiny”. I answered anecdotally with stories of
Guyana under Forbes Burnham’s regime, and the dichotomy
between Indian indentureship and African slavery. She
still could not rationalise the categories we have placed
on ourselves. But she also could not find a response to my
question of why Indo-Guyanese gravitated towards Richmond

M

Hill, NY, and Afro-Guyanese gravitated towards
Brooklyn, NY.
On March 15, 2015, I attended an event that
explored this very issue, namely the boxes we place
ourselves in, and how they inform our identities.
Caribbean Cultural Theatre’s “Identifying Identity:
Ancient Faiths, New Lands” discussion at Medgar
Evers College celebrated being Hindu, Jewish, and
Caribbean.
The goal of the Theatre’s series of literary readings is to
address immigration, heritage, identity,
and society by highlighting the work of
New York area-based creative writers.
The discussion, which was held in
collaboration with the Caribbean
Research Center, was moderated
by E. Wayne McDonald, the artistic
director of Caribbean Cultural Theatre,
and featured Dr Dhanpaul Narine,
contributing writer for the publication
the The West Indian, and Guyanese
educator and community organiser;
and Anna Ruth Henriques, a Jamaican
Jewish artist and author.
After a discussion of Holi and Purim by Narine, and
a reading by Henriques from her book, the conversation
quickly turned towards race-relations. When asked whether
she considered herself Jamaican first or Jewish first, Anna
explained unequivocally that she is Jamaican first.
While Anna was born into the Jewish faith, she embraces
all religions. Anna’s Jamaican heritage informs her entire life
experience, unlike her Jewish heritage which, while rooting her
in tradition, plays a smaller role in her everyday life.
Narine indicated that he identifies as a Guyanese first,
and has raised his children, including my husband Rohan,
to also identify as Guyanese. Race did not play into Narine’s
childhood experience. The village he grew up in encompassed
Guyana’s six races. In a place where every individual was
struggling to make ends meet, there was not a care for skin
colour, but rather the alliances fostered to ensure that everyone
would survive.
The economic disparities between Afro-Guyanese and

Indo-Guyanese were also explored during the discussion.
Education had much to do with the financial stability among
Guyana’s two major races. According to Narine, AfroGuyanese recognised education as a tool for financial success
much earlier than Indo-Guyanese did, leading to better
standards of living in the Afro-Guyanese population.
However, Narine noted that Indo-Guyanese learned from
Afro-Guyanese about the importance of attaining education,
which elevated them economically. Along the same lines,
Narine thanked his former high school principal, Julius
Nathoo of Saraswat High School, for
promoting academic achievement,
and for shaping the lives of countless
students.
Women’s empowerment was also
addressed as McDonald alluded to the
fact that far fewer women migrated to
Guyana from India during the time of
Indentureship. On the one hand, these
women had immense power in their
hands since due to scarcity they were
highly sought after by men. However,
as highlighted by Dr Narine, these
women’s lives were often put at risk as they were subject to
rape and exploitation.
Yet somehow, amidst great adversity and pressure to
assimilate, these women managed to pass along their ethnic
identities to my generation.
When a Rastafarian man approached me at the close of the
event, he stated, with no disrespect, “Coolie women like you
have held up the culture in the West Indies.”
I couldn’t help but think that the Indian experience and
the African experience in Guyana are indeed different, but
that those differences are what make for a beautiful culture
where Africans play Phagwah, and Indian Hindus say the “Our
Father.”
Maybe we should do away with the labels and recognise that
we are all human beings with the same basic needs. Or maybe
the labels we place upon ourselves help us to better understand
where we have come from, to help us get towards where we
are going. This is a question I will continue to explore. In my
opinion, there is no correct answer.
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Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547
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Pageantry & performativity aid Ramleela’s survival
Balkaransingh, Satnarine: Ramleela in Trinidad: 100 Years
of the Felicity Open-air Folk Theatre Tradition.

The pageant also incorporates burlesque, humour, satire,
village commerce and entertainment on the fringe, a complete
mela, attracting young and old, the religious and the secular.
r Sat Balkaransingh’s latest work, Ramleela in
Consequently, its multiple and multi-layered features have
Trinidad: 100 Years of the Felicity Open-air Folk
led to appreciation by a wide audience. In so doing, it has
Theatre Tradition, is a richly researched and
enhanced the rich, diverse heritage of Trinidad and Tobago’s
comprehensive exploration of the well-known pageant that has cultural landscape in the 21st century, Balkaransingh notes.
been performed in Trinidad for over 130 years.
In Part I of Ramleela in Trinidad: 100 Years of the
Ramleela was introduced to Trinidad by Indentured
Felicity Open-air Folk Theatre Tradition,
labourers who began arriving from India in the mid-1840s.
Balkaransingh explores issues that the
It has since evolved and flourished via public, outdoor
immigrant East Indian community
performances as folk theatre. Today, there are over 35 groups
grapples with in establishing space and
involved in its annual pageantry throughout Trinidad.
identity in Trinidad and Tobago.
The story, or Leela (play), re-enacts the
In Part II, the narrative
legend of Prince Ram of Ayodhya in India
turns to Felicity in central
battling demi-gods, demons, and king Rawan
Trinidad, and this location’s
to rescue Princess Sita from Lanka. It comes
unique history, geography,
from the ancient, epic of the Ramayana, which
and demography.
was narrated in Tulsidas’ Ramcharitmanas.
Part III documents the
“This story found its way to the New World
dramatised narrative of
within modern times, beginning with the
Ramleela, along with the
export of contract immigrants from India
circumstances of Ram’s
to the Caribbean during the 19th century.
birth, his education and
In Trinidad and Tobago, the story arrived
training, marriage, exile,
through several texts and in the folkloric
trials and tribulations, and
medium, thanks to the saint-poet Tulsidas,”
battles. It also looks at Ram
Sat Balkaransingh surmounting magic, illusion,
Balkaransingh writes in the text’s Introduction.
He adds, “Since its introduction in the landscape of
his victory over Rawan, and his triumphant
Trinidad it has been told and retold through various mediums: return to rule the Kingdom of Ayodhya.
as story, chanted as poetry, narrated as the word of God,
For the narrative’s focus in Part II,
presented through sculpture, paintings, sung as devotion to
Balkaransingh explores Ramleela’s lavish
God, and enacted as Ramleela, or ‘the play of God’.”
pageantry and its popular celebration
Furthermore, Balkaransingh notes the universality of the
in Felicity, where it has been performed
Ramleela tradition throughout the country, saying, “Today
annually for over a century.
one does not hear of, or read the Ram story in Trinidad for
Held in what is described in Trinidad as the Ramleela
the first time. People are already familiar with it or know of it.
‘season’, the pageant is typically performed during the bright
Its presence… has enveloped and influenced our cultural and
half of the lunar month of Ashwin (September-October). Many
religious outlook for over 170 years, or six generations. It has
of the performances culminate at the period of Vijay Dashmi
become indigenous.”
– victory on the tenth day – or the Sunday closest to the Vijay
In the narrative itself, the Ramleela epic contains many key
Dashmi of the month.
characters, each with their own sub-story, all interwoven into
First Felicity Ramleela is one of the more popular venues for
the grand narration, Balkaransingh writes.
the pageant, Balkaransingh writes.
“It conveys messages on concepts of authority, leadership
“According to oral history, this Ramleela was introduced
and management, morality and ethical issues in the quest for
in that locale by the Indian Indentured workers during the
final freedom and release from the chains of human, earthly
early part of the 20th century, somewhere between the years
existence. It questions concepts of ‘authenticity’, whether
1915-1917. Today it is a village event observed by the entire
classical, religious, or secular,” he says.
community,” he says.
Also, the narrative is presented through a combination
Additionally, “Members of the Felicity community who
of acting, vocal and instrumental music, supporting props,
stage and support this Ramleela have traditionally been, and
décor, lighting, and costuming. Its multi-layered meanings is
continue to be mostly of East Indian origin. Despite the many
illustrated through the use of masks and forms of masking,
religious persuasions of its people, its culture remains basically
guise and disguise, at the physical and metaphysical levels,
Indo-Trinidadian, influenced by a traditional Indian value
Balkaransingh adds.
system, ethos, and practices.”

D

Exploring the longevity of the Felicity celebration for more
than a century, Balkaransingh notes Ramleela has survived,
and thrived, even as other folk dramas, such as ‘Indar Sabha’
(Indra Sabha), the ‘Harichand’ (Barish Chandra), and even the
Hosay or Muharram events have all disappeared.
Says Balkaransingh: “The epic dramatisation of [Ramleela]
as village theatre – staged by supposedly unschooled, migrant,
village folk, initially living apart from colonial ‘civilisation’,
on the borders of virgin
swamp and even within
the swamp itself and eking
out a livelihood from the
surrounding sugarcane
plantations and the swamp
as they built a village
community – is a story
worth documenting and
telling.”
He also poses another
question, saying: “And
even as the socio-political
and cultural environment
changed, how have
the annual Ramleela
celebrations in this village
of Felicity in the central
plains of Trinidad survived
the ravages of time and
their ever-changing
environment?”
According to
Balkaransingh, “The answer
lies partly in the fact of it
being a performative tradition. Our traditions to a great extent
reflect our values, norms and patterns of behaviour, our work
ethic, our rituals and festivals. In our plural, mosaic society
our traditions help us to understand one another’s histories,
creative and performative urges, lifestyles, and ambitions.”
Ramleela falls under the definition of being both a
‘performance’ tradition and a ‘performative’, faith-based
practice, he says.
“In this regard a ‘performative tradition’ is defined as:
‘Relating to or being an utterance that performs an act
or creates a state of affairs by the fact of its being uttered
under appropriate or conventional circumstances.’ These
performative traditions are educational, conveying information
and sentiments of our past, telling us about our heritage,
our ancestry, and the legacy being left for this and future
generations. When these events take on dramatic dimensions
the impact is even more forcefully felt and ‘hammered’ home,”
he declares.
Ramleela in Trinidad: 100 Years of the Felicity Open-air
Folk Theatre Tradition is available on Amazon.

Good signs still in the script, despite the downward spiral

A

s the world turns, many folks are wondering if this is
the beginning of the end, or the end of the beginning.
Whether it is the Covid-19 virus, Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, or worldwide climate change, we live in ominous
times.
On the geopolitical side, along the Axis of Evil, China and
North Korea are watching Putin’s “success” of a land grab in
Ukraine to gauge action in their domains and beyond. Folks
worldwide are realising that freedom is really never free. It
comes at a price.
We have been fortunate in our
generation, in the democratic western
Bernard
nations we live in, to have enjoyed a long
Heydorn
period of peace and stability since World
War II ended in 1945.
The rise and evils of Trumpism, the
Republican Party, and their followers in the
US, together with others along the Axis of Evil, continue to
threaten those freedoms.
These threats have invaded our shores here in Canada, as
demonstrated by the recent siege of our capital city and beyond
by a minority group, calling themselves the “Truckers Convoy”.
Some say all these events have given birth to “doomscrolling” or “doom-surfing”, new words in our vernacular.
This suggests that bad news spreads fast even before good
news has had time to put on its shoes! This adds to our
problems, putting folks into a downward spiral, or a negative
frame of mind.
In general, people’s reactions may fall into three categories:
those who watch things happen; those who make things
happen; and those who wonder what happened.

17

There are advantages and disadvantages to each of these
positions. Spectators of life, the laissez faire, are comfortable
with life as it unfolds. They don’t rock the boat.
Those that make things happen are the movers and shakers,
good or bad. Those who wonder what happen are those who
bury their heads in the sand, and “wake up” when it is all over.
The next generation will face the world we leave behind
for them. Freedom has meaning and it comes with a price,
even the price of a localised war or a world war, as history has
shown.
Many now realise that the seeds of war
are fed through propaganda, disinformation,
brainwashing, generational racism, closing
down of the free press, bullying, threats,
economic starvation, and classism.
Along the way, the three Ds: Divert,
Deflect, and Deny – and to lie, lie, and lie
are powerful tools for brainwashing.
Hanging over it all are the perennial evils of “ego” and
“empire”, Vladimir Putin and Adolf Hitler being prime
examples.
Donald Trump, the disgraced, former president of the US, is
one of the bridegrooms-in-waiting, trying to grab the full titles
of tyrant and dictator. Forty percent of Trump’s brainwashed
followers in the US are willing to follow him to the end, it
seems.
Cult followings, like that of Jim Jones in Jonestown in
Guyana, come to mind. Some of Trump’s cultism have crossed
borders into Canada, into relatives, friends and neighbours!
The leaders of China and North Korea are already established
dictators in enslaved countries.

Historically, several famous novels have prophesied and
described dystopian societies.
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver Travels (1726), which a number of
us studied in high school, comes to mind. This introduced us
to “Yahoos” for the first, but not the last time.
Then came George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949),
and the concept of Big Brother and total dictatorship. This was
followed by William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies (1954),
with Piggy living in an “insane” world.
In modern times there is Margaret Atwood’s The
Handmaid’s Tale (1985), a futuristic dystopian novel, which
seems to have already come to pass in Trumpian America.
Some would say that all of the above are “doom-scrolling” as
is Dickens’ Victorian novel, Oliver Twist, and other classics.
The battles between good and evil continue through our
time into the beyond. The role of the scribe is to describe life
with all its warts and wants, the good, the bad and the ugly.
There are no winners, only survivors, some would say.
Hopefully, World War III is not in the script.
A recent good sign is that the NDP party and the Liberals
in Canada have joined forces to provide a working majority.
The Conservatives remain in disarray, being tilted to the
radicalised, lawless, extremist Trumpian right wing to win an
election: whatever it takes!
The radicalised right wing leaders and others who tried to
cease and upturn our democracy in the “Truckers Convoy” are
facing charges and lawsuits for some of their actions, which
is also a good sign. Law and order will hopefully prevail. Our
democracy will prevail.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
to you…
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KFC reverses condiments’ charge after customers cry foul
Port-of-Spain – Following a customer shake
down of KFC over an additional charge for its
ketchup, mustard, and pepper, franchise holder
Prestige Holdings CEO Simon Hardy admitted
that the company “got it wrong” when it added
an extra (TT) $2 for condiments.
“We’ve had some very loud and passionate
feedback from our loyal customers as to the
charge that we had introduced some weeks
ago. I think we got it wrong in this instance,”
Hardy said.
Additionally, “So we listened, and we have
changed our minds. Also, we’re just getting
back to welcoming customers, all customers, to
our business, and this is just one other thing to
celebrate in terms of reopening.”
KFC received a heavy sprinkling of criticism
and generous splashes of annoyance on social
media following its announcement of the $2
charge for condiments on March 14.
However, earlier this week customers were

already indicating they were pleased with the
reversal of the extra condiment charge.
In Port-of-Spain, Jemilia Levience said she
was happy to be able to sit and share a meal
with her best friend. April 4 marked the first
day of the lifting of most of the government’s
Covid-19 restrictions, which now includes din-

Port-of-Spain – Following the Duke of
Cambridge expressing sorrow over the atrocity of slavery while in Jamaica on a Royal visit,
Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley joined his Caricom counterparts in
calling for reparations.
Rowley said that while an acknowledgement
of the heinous act of slavery was good, it was
now time for reparations to be made.
“… I was very pleased to hear Prince
William say that he acknowledged that slavery
was wrong, and that the British government,
the British people, have some responsibility,”
Rowley said last week.
However, “… I want to say to Prince William,
having said that, I believe you. But I believe you
more if you do what you must now do, which is
the offer of reparation to the people who were
wronged.”

Rowley said the acknowledgement alone
was not enough without seeking to help those
who were harmed by slavery.
While visiting Jamaica last month, Prince
William said: “I strongly agree with my father,
the Prince of Wales, who said in Barbados
last year that the appalling atrocity of slavery
forever stains our history. I want to express my
profound sorrow. Slavery was abhorrent. And
it should never have happened.”
While visiting Belize, Jamaica, and the
Bahamas, Prince William, and his wife Kate,
were exposed to calls for reparations. The visit
was not seen as a success following protests,
and renewed calls for reparations.
During the Jamaican visit, Prime Minister
Andrew Holness said his nation will be taking
steps to remove Queen Elizabeth II as Head of
State, which Barbados did last year.

Rowley joins regional reparation calls
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ing in at restaurants.
Surrounded by several containers of condiments, Levience said she was pleased she
was getting her money’s worth. She indicated
that the last time she dined in at a KFC outlet
was in early 2020, at the start of the Covid-19
pandemic.
Also in Port-of-Spain on Monday was
Rajesh Harrylal, who was enjoying a meal with
his wife after coming to the capital to conduct
business.
“I came from Sangre Grande. I’m enjoying
my KFC in town,” he said.
He too was happy he did not have to spend
extra money for condiments, saying, “We have
everything. We don’t have to pay for it again.”
Harrylal also noted with satisfaction that
he was finally being allowed to dine-in at the
restaurant.
KFC chose not to operate as a safe zone
when the programme was launched in October
2021. The program ended on Monday with the
lifting of most Covid-19 regulations.
Harrylal said the removal of restrictions by
the government was welcome.
“This buy-and-go [did not make sense]…
When you travel [a long] distance, and you’re
hungry, and then you have to eat on the
street” was a point of pain and impractical, he
declared.
However, there were pockets of resentment by some nationals on social media who
remained hurt over having to pay extra for
condiments. A few were sceptical about KFC’s
about-face, and maintained its money grab was
unconscionable, that the damage was done,
and the resulting hurt was irreparable.
Said Simone Clement on Facebook: “I have
not forgotten their insensitivity and disrespect
with the price raises during the pandemic and
lack of condiments. I will support local small
businesses. They will never get my $$$ ever
again.”
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David Nakhid

UNC — Rising food prices
hitting low income homes
Port-of-Spain – The Opposition UNC
warned earlier this week that a health crisis
could develop among lower income families as
the price of nutritional foods continues to rise.
According to UNC Senator David Nakhid,
the government and Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley must be blamed for the failure to place
Trinidad and Tobago in a better position by
reducing its food import bill.
Trinidad and Tobago’s food bill averages
around (US) $1 billion annually.
He also noted the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic, and territorial conflicts on global
supply chains, including agriculture, saying
that Trinidad and Tobago has been left in a
vulnerable state.
Also, there are growing concerns regarding
local food prices, which appear to be holding
a steady upward trend since the start of 2022.
Food items considered “basic”, and which
are staples for family meals are now getting
too expensive for working and lower income
families, Nahkid claimed.
He also revealed that some families were
being forced to change diets to include foods
that were not as nutritious, or were unhealthier,
in order to keep living costs down.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Muslims told: Be cautious during Ramadan
Port-of-Spain – With Trinidad and Tobago’s Muslim community losing prominent leaders to Covid-19, a warning was
issued last week for the faithful to exercise caution now that the
holy month of Ramadan is underway.
The warning came from Imam Raffaic Mohamed, Public
Relations Officer for the Anjuman Sunnat ul Jamaat Association,
and was made following the government of Trinidad and Tobago
announcing the lifting of most of its Covid-19 restrictions.
As Mohamed noted, despite the lifting of some of the regulations, it did not mean the pandemic was over. Instead, he said
Muslims have now been given individual responsibility for
managing Covid-19.
Also, each Masjid
Committee was now free
to organise its own events,
while maintaining maskwearing and social distancing regulations.
“The Muslim community is elated by what is happening in terms of bringing
back normalcy. Every masjid is run by a committee,
and people will be able to
operate by their frameA Muslim family prepares
work,” Mohamed said.
He added, “We are saying to Muslims, if you are feeling
unwell, don’t come to the Masjid because then you will pollute
everyone. We will allow everyone to make the decision, but
you have to follow Ministry of Health guidelines about social
distancing and washing hands.”
Among those prominent Muslims who succumbed to Covid19 were long-standing ASJA president Haji Yacoob Ali, and
head of the Tableland ASJA Masjid Imam Sheik Nazrudeen
Mohammed.
Imam Mohammed also sent out the following message to
the faithful, saying, “Be cautious; you’re not free from Covid19. Take your time, offer your Iftar and dinner… but be very
cautious in carrying out the functions. This will establish our
brotherhood stronger.”
Mohamed said Muslims should make full use of the month
of Ramadhan, noting, “By end of the month you will receive the
blessing. It’s a month of schooling. When we engage in voluntary prayers, when we sit and contemplate God, it brings about
happiness and makes us feel different. That togetherness brings
about that joy.”

However, not all Muslims are returning to the mosques,
despite the government easing up its pandemic restrictions.
Trinidad Muslim League president Farz Khan said although
some of the Covid-19 restrictions have been removed, the virus
had not left, and the pandemic has not been officially declared
over by the WHO.
“We are still asking the Muslim community to be cautious,
and to still adhere to mask-wearing, and to stay home if you
are not feeling well. We are still limiting close interaction with
each other. At the TML, we are not having unnecessary large
gatherings such as Iftar and dinners. The preferred option is still
asking families to break the
fast at home,” he said.
Additionally,
“The
Muslim community is
advised not to disregard all
of the public health measures, and to exercise discipline and concern for each
other’s health and wellbeing.”
Director of the ASHNAD Foundation, Nadeira
Khan, said her family
will stay at home during
to break the fast at home
Ramadan.
“While the Taraweeh (special nightly prayers during
Ramadan) prayers will now be held at the various mosques,
most are not having the Iftar… at the mosque… This is a precaution to avoid excessive mingling and further spreading,” she
said.
Additionally, “Those who want to provide Iftar to members
of their mosques are using the curbside pickup method, which
has proven to be very effective. We are urged to be careful, and
use our own prayer mats, maintain a sense of awareness, and to
remind ourselves that [the pandemic] is not over yet.”
Khan said she still plans to exercise caution despite the lifting
of some government measures.
“I have lost friends and relatives over the past two years due
to Covid-19. I refuse to be careless and inconsiderate. I do not
believe the pandemic is completely over,” she said.
Also, “I will do my Iftar separately, meaning that my family
and I will be gifting our friends and relatives with food to break
their fast during the month of Ramadan on different days. [We
will deliver] food to their homes, while observing strict protocol
practices.”

Landing page to the virtual platform

T&T govt, local fashion get
foothold on global runways

Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar and sisters and help our neighbours, and members of our comwelcomed the start of Ramadan last week, offered greetings to munities who may be feeling the impacts of economic hardship
Trinidad and Tobago’s Muslim community, and
and loss,” she said.
said the holy month should be used as a time to
She added, “Let us take this time to reflect on
reflect.
the Islamic values of faith, compassion, and selfShe also commemorated the beginning of
lessness. These values are important as we work
the Islamic holy month by urging the country
together to build a stronger, brighter future for
to “mirror the examples of our Muslim brothers
our nation. As we begin to come together again,
and sisters”.
two years after the start of the pandemic, I know
Persad-Bissessar asked that citizens aid those
that many are looking forward to commemoratgreatly affected by economic loss brought about
ing this holy month of Ramadan in their comby the Covid-19 pandemic.
munities and mosques.
“As Muslims prepare to begin the Holy month
While asking that Covid-19 health protocols
of Ramadan, I wish all [who are] participating, a
continue to be observed, Persad-Bissessar said, “I
Persad-Bissessar
peaceful and blessed month,” she said.
take this opportunity to offer my best wishes to
Additionally, Persad-Bissessar said Ramadan is a time when each and every Muslim throughout Trinidad and Tobago who
Muslims engage in reflection, fasting, prayer, and giving.
is about to embark upon this spiritual journey over the next 30
“Let us seek to mirror the example of our Muslim brothers days. Ramadan Mubarak!”

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s fashion industry is
on the cusp of international expansion, and the government has
given full support to help promote its growth.
Working with the industry towards global exposure, last
month the Trinidad and Tobago Fashion Company Limited
(FashionTT) rolled out a virtual platform promoting the nation’s
designers.
The move ensures that the interests of Trinidad and Tobago’s
fashion industry remain on the global runway, albeit virtually.
With the objectives focused on the industry’s growth, and
on promotion of local designers abroad, on March 25 the
Houston based consultancy Cardinal Services and FashionTT
led an online Q1/2022 Virtual Trade Mission, Conference, and
Fashion Exhibition.
The event was rolled out as a dynamic and virtual conferencing platform, and was customised by Cardinal Services LLC.
“Our focus is on disruptive technology that brings innovative
solutions to workplace problems,” Cardinal Services CEO Dr
Sabeeta Bidasie-Singh said.
The online, virtual move facilitates international exposure for
Trinidad and Tobago’s designers, opening up foreign runways
now that they are prepared to transition from small scale export
to fulfilling larger, global opportunities. These opportunities
open potential supply routes to buyers’ boutiques, agents, and
large online retailers.
With this growth potential in mind, FashionTT has been
working with designers over the past six years to ensure
the industry’s business operations, procedures, and processes
remain globally competitive.
Today, FashionTT’s global value chain designers can fulfil
larger international business orders. To this end, the government of Trinidad and Tobago has given its full support, with
the national export facilitation agency exporTT partnering with
FashionTT through its Export Booster Initiative to support the
virtual trade mission, which was rolled out on March 25.
Held online, the March 25 event featured a panel of expert
speakers, and 11 fashion designers, among them The Cloth,
Meiling, Charu Lochan Dass, Neha Karina, and Genesis
Swimwear. All the designers’ profiles now reside on the virtual
exhibition site, which remains accessible for visitors, and can be
accessed here.

Port-of-Spain – There are emerging opportunities in Guyana They have a lot of land and a lot of opportunities,” he said.
for Trinidad and Tobago businesses, MovieTowne owner Derek
Chin added, “Many Trinidadians have already gone in there
Chin said last week.
to take advantage of the incentive to build a hotel. As you know,
Chin was born in Guyana and raised in
Guyana doesn’t have a lot of hotels. There are
Trinidad.
about five or six hotels [being built]. I know
“Our Trinidad and Tobago economy is still…
three or four [of these] are being invested in by
in a negative growth situation for the last six to
Trinidadians,” he said.
seven years. The country is at this time going
Additionally, there were other areas in Guyana
through some hardship and challenges,” Chin
that needed expertise and investments, Chin
said.
noted.
He added, “The private sector has been look“[There] is a lot of work in infrastructure.
ing for greener pastures or opportunities, and
There are highways, harbours, and ports to be
there is an opportunity one hour away from us,
built, as well as electrical upgrades. So, there are
where Guyana is expected with the great oil find
a lot of opportunities to get involved, whether by
to really be an economic giant in a very short
joint venture, or whatever.”
George Chin
time.”
After six years of construction, Chin’s (US) $50
Chin said there were vast opportunities for Trinidad and million MovieTowne complex opened its doors in Georgetown,
Tobago nationals in the energy sector and other industries.
Guyana, in March 2019.
“In terms of other business, Guyana is really a breadbasket.
He admitted the timing of the opening was a bit off, but this

was beyond his control.
“This was not a very good year to open because that would
have been during the election process, and the whole issue of
the changing of the government. So, at that time, everything was
very stagnant, and the level of uncertainty made it difficult for
people to come and get involved in the mall, in terms of tenancy
and so on,” he said.
Then came the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, which further
affected business.
“We are now trying to reconstruct and put all the pieces back
together… And then of course, the Guyana situation has obviously changed with the new windfall in oil,” he said.
Chin admitted his Guyana investment did not have a “very
enterprising start, but we are seeing things happening again,
where the economy is obviously settling and taking off with the
windfall of the oil money”.
He noted, though, that the trickle down was not yet noticeable. However, there remains a lot of optimism, along with the
potential for local and foreign investors.

Persad-Bissessar welcomes start to holy month

Emerging opportunities from oil make Guyana a breadbasket, says entrepreneur
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Sahib a story of decline & the unbearably sad
Movie Review: Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam
and bold and youthful, yet free of the off-putting excess of
By Filmi Geek
girlishness that weakened Waheeda’s ingenue in Bees saal baad.
hen I visited Calcutta, I enjoyed a historical
The pleasing tartness with which she teases Bhootnath
walking tour through the northern neighbourhood makes for some of the most delightful moments of the movie,
that was once the centre of the city’s great Babu
like the adorably playful song Bhanwara bada nadan hai.
culture.Calcutta’s Babus
Bhootnath matures considerably in the course of the
amassed great wealth
film, growing in confidence and
while serving the colonial
sophistication, and
government through
his relationship with
the 19th century. They
Jaba changes too over
also established some
this time. Yet he does
of the defining literary
not lose the freshness,
and artistic traditions
the hopefulness, the
of Calcutta. And in the
almost sense of wonder
sunset of their era, the
that makes him such a
early 20th century, some
likable character.
of them quite famously
This is not the
squandered their wealth,
brooding, tortured artist
taking their pursuits to
of Guru Dutt films like
hedonistic extremes.
Pyaasa and Kaagaz ke
My tour took me
phool. It is Guru Dutt in
into a crumbling,
a sweeter, gentler avatar:
collonaded courtyard
more like Bahurani.
that had once been
As engaging as the
the grand cloister of
dance between Bhootnath
Chhoti Bahu
a Babu’s mansion.
and Jaba is, though, Sahib
(Meena Kum
ari) with Ch
hote Sarkar
Sahib bibi aur ghulam (“master,
bibi aur ghulam is arguably
(Rehman)
wife, and servant”) opens in the ruins of just such a space. The
Chhoti Bahu’s story, not
backdrop of this lovely film is, indeed, the decline of the great
theirs.
Calcutta culture of the Babu.
Meena Kumari is remembered with effusive praise for
The household of the Chaudhary brothers, Majhle Sarkar
the performance she delivers as Chhoti Bahu, the younger
(D.K. Sapru) and Chhote Sarkar (Rehman) evokes the stories
Chaudhary’s wife.
I heard on my tour about Chhatu Babu and Lalu Babu; like
Neglected by her husband in favour of a
these real-life emblems of Babu excess, the
tawaif who feeds his limitless appetite for
Chaudhary brothers host
saucy dance and liquor, Chhoti Bahu at first
pigeon races
mopes around the haveli singing haunting,
and stage
sad songs.
elaborate
Later, she finds some solace in the
wedding
company of the innocent Bhootnath. And
celebrations
later still, Chhoti Bahu turns to drink in a
for their cats.
desperate attempt to earn her husband’s
By the
attention.
film’s end, the
Meena Kumari’s rendering of
Chaudharys
the downward spiral of depression
have
and alcohol addiction is certainly
squandered
compelling and fearless. It is also
it all, yet
almost unbearably sad. Of course it is
they cling to
sad to watch this character crumble
their rituals of
like the plaster and brick columns of
hedonism; in
the once-grand haveli.
sing
one scene one of
But more than that, it is tragic that Chhoti Bahu sees no
h a tea
it
w
)
t
t
u
the brothers sits
value
to her life, no use for her own existence if not to serve
D
)
u
man
Gur
nath ( aheeda Reh
t
in a grand parlour
Chhote
Sarkar, and satisfy him with that service.
o
o
h
B
W
Jaba (
empty of all rugs,
For reasons that the film doesn’t fully explore – Chhoti Bahu
art, and furnishings – except for his hookah.
hints that her mother drove this value system deeply into her
All of this gaudy grandeur is shown through the everyman
psyche – Chhoti Bahu exists in a despairing twilight, obsessed
perspective of a young bumpkin called Bhootnath (Guru
with capturing and retaining her husband’s regard at any cost.
Dutt). Bhootnath arrives fresh from the countryside, gawking
Even the other women of the Chaudhary household
in disbelief at the vastness of the Chaudhary household, at the
question this notion that Chhoti Bahu holds, mildly berating
ceaseless bustle of its comings and goings, at the very idea of
her for wasting so much fretful energy on her husband’s night
women not hidden in purdah.
wanderings, instead of just enjoying the riches and the leisure
Guru Dutt plays Bhootnath broadly, wide-eyed and
to which being his wife entitles her.
open-mouthed, but also very winningly. The film hints at
Thus the message of the film is not to glorify Chhoti Bahu’s
some of the major social changes of the time, such as the
erasure of self, or advocate it as an ideal of womanhood.
growing nationalist movement, or influential new religious
And in not carrying that message, the film magnifies and
philosophies. But these notions are kept fairly vague, just out
personalises its tragedy.
of sharp focus, as they would be to the childlike Bhootnath
Sahib bibu aur ghulam is not a moral allegory, but a deeply
even as he moves in their swirling midst. There is a sweetness
intimate story about a deeply melancholy woman. Chhoti Bahu
to Bhootnath that stops just short of being cloying.
is that much more sympathetic as a person rather than an
Bhootnath’s boss’ daughter, Jaba (Waheeda Rehman), sees
archetype, and the sadness of her decline, even as it parallels the
his innocent charm too. Jaba is a delicious character, sexy
decline of Babu culture writ large, is that much more keenly felt.

W

A melancholy & neglected Chhoti Bahu (Meena Kumari)
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Smith slaps Rock at the 94th Academy awards

Bollywood reacts to Smith slap
Through humour, we see in what seems rational, the
irrational; in what seems important, the unimportant –
Charlie Chaplin
he 94th Academy Awards was perhaps the most
dramatic Oscar ceremony witnessed in many
years, one that ended in controversy after Will
Smith walked up to the stage and slapped comedian
Chris Rock. The startling act followed a joke delivered
by Rock that targetted Smith"s wife, Jada Pinkett Smith.
Smith apologised for his behaviour at the ceremony
while accepting his Oscar for Best Actor; he later issued
a second apology, this time to Rock, whom he did not
mention during acceptance of his Oscar.
In his second statement, Smith condemned his
action, calling it “unacceptable and inexcusable”.
The Academy has since launched a formal
investigation into the matter. Days later, Smith resigned
from the Academy.
While this was arguably one of the most
embarrassing things to happen to a comedian hosting
an international Awards night, such instances of
comedians facing the wrath are not uncommon.
In recent times, there have been growing instances
of attacks on comedians. It was not long ago when
Munawar Faruqui, a comedian from Gujarat, was jailed
for a joke he reportedly did not deliver.
Vir Das’ satire Two Indias became popular
internationally, but was quite popular in the homeland
for the flak it received. Also, AIB faced legal
consequences over their 2015 roast after it attracted
widespread public backlash.
Here are reactions from two Indian comedians as
reported last week by ETimes in India:

T

Johnny Lever
There will always
be a character
that people will
laugh at. For
example when I
do a joke, I am
laughing at the
middle class.
There are still
people who will
take offense
that I am making
a joke at the
middle class.
So yes, we need
to develop a
sense of humour.
We need to get
better at taking a
joke and moving
on.
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Will Smith could
have hinted with a
sign or something
while seated in the
audience, suggesting
the Chris Rock to not
do it. Chris would
have got it. Later
he realised he was
wrong. On the other
side, Chris became a
star. There should be
some tolerance also.
Whether the joke is
good or bad, people
will decide. There is
so much to learn from
this incident.

Amit Tandon

BOLLYWOOD +

Sunil Dutt plans to stay in acting for a long time yet

Ranveer Singh
humbled over
career having
national &
global impact

Y

Dutt also praised his KGF: Chapter 2 co-star Yash for
achieving heights at such a young age, with his magnificent
performance on screen.
“I look at Yash and I look at myself 20-30 years back
cancer.
and to see them have this kind of
For a recap, amid the Covid-19
achievement makes me proud,” he
pandemic in 2020, Sanjay Dutt, 62,
was diagnosed with lung cancer and
said.
the actor went through extensive
Additionally, “You know being
sitting there and seeing all the boys:
treatment in Mumbai.
Ranbir, Yash, Ram Charan, and Jr
Months later, Dutt announced that
NTR, and all these guys, it makes
he was cancer-free.
me proud that in our family of the
After successfully battling the fatal
disease, Dutt has made a comeback
Indian film fraternity. I feel proud to
to the Indian cinema, and has signed
be a part of it,” he said.
some of the most special and highly
Meanwhile, Sanjay Dutt along
with Yash, Raveena Tandon,
anticipated projects.
Srinidhi Shetty, producers Ritesh
Speaking to during a press
conference in Delhi last last month,
Sidhwani and Kartik attended a
press conference to promote their
the Munna Bhai actor opened up
about his love for Indian cinema, and
upcoming Prashanth Neel’s magnum
opus, KGF: Chapter 2. It is scheduled
how he feels proud to be a part of this
industry.
to release nationwide on April 14 in
Kannada, Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, and
“I am an artist and till the day I die
Malayalam.
I’ll keep acting if God permits me to,”
Sunil Dutt
he said.
Meanwhile speaking about
Sanjay Dutt’s upcoming projects, the actor will next be seen in
The Khalnayak actor added, “I love what I do. I love the
characters I play. I love the body of work I have done, and it
Prithviraj and Shamshera.
He recently started shooting for the comedy family drama
has been 45 years I have been in the industry and I see the
Ghudchadi co-starring Raveena Tandon in the lead.
young talent coming up.”
ou can take an artist from art but never the art from an
artist, just like veteran superstar Sanjay Dutt who made
a roaring comeback to Indian cinema after battling

Irrfan Khan made up with son for missing school plays

L

ate actor Irrfan Khan was one of the gems of the film
industry who worked day and night to make a name for
himself, and left some marvelous pieces of cinematic
work. With his departure, all we are left with are his memories.
And talking of memories, Irrfan’s son Babil recently in an
interview revealed one of the accounts from the last days of the
late actor.
He narrated the tale of the day when he walked inside Irrfan
Khan’s room for a heart-to-heart father-son conversation. He
asked Irrfan why he did not attend his school plays when Babil
was a kid. The question was a little surprising: father asked son

if he still is stuck up on that.
Babil left the room in tears. Irrfan, owing to his
deteriorating health, could not walk much. However, a few
minutes later, he peeped out of his room so that he could say
he was sorry.
Meanwhile, Babil will be soon seen making his debut with
Qala. Starring Babli, Tripti Dimri, and Swastika Mukherjee
in the lead, the movie is being helmed by Anvitaa Dut.
Further, Babil has an OTT project in hand too. He will be seen
alongside R. Madhavan, Dibyendu, and Kay Kay Menon in
The Railway Men.

S

uperstar Ranveer Singh has become one of the biggest
faces of Indian cinema through his stellar performances.
Ranveer recently represented India at the Dubai Expo,
NBA in the US, and the Premier League in the UK.
Talking about representing India globally as an artist,
Ranveer shared, “I always wanted to represent India globally
in something. I became an actor, and now I can represent my
country, its colour, vibrancy and universal themes that people
can relate to through my work to millions of people across the
world. I find that humbling.”
He feels India is on the threshold of creating content that
will cut across the language barrier.
He said, “We are on the cusp and we are going to get our
deserved recognition on a global scale. Right now Indian
entertainment is going to explode globally now. We want
Indian stories to travel the world, and for that, we will have to
find stories that are universal and can resonate with people and
transcend culture and boundaries. Ultimately, you tell human
stories that everyone can relate to and our films are such an
important way to connect with the Indian diaspora.”
The superstar added, “Of course, the pandemic affected
every industry, and the entertainment industry was no
exception; but the way we bounced back – it shows our
resilience. I am very, very proud of my entertainment
fraternity. People from all across the world are so attracted to
us because of our content. That is something to be proud of,
be aware of, grow, evolve, and take forward. The best part is we
are just getting started.”
Meanwhile, Ranveer has a stellar lineup of projects
including Jayeshbhai Jordaar, which releases on May 13;
Shankar’s remake of his blockbuster, ‘Anniyan; Rohit Shetty’s,
Cirkus; and Karan Johar’s Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani.
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Thank You For Your Patronage Over The Past 30 Years
A Blessed & Joyful Holiday To One & All During This Auspicious Time
FOR THE FINEST IN BREAD, TENNIS ROLLS, SALARA, WHOLE WHEAT, AND PASTRIES.
Available at most
HOT, FRESH, & ALWAYS DELICIOUS PRODUCTS

WEST TORONTO

Caribbean Island
Food Market
3432 Weston Road,
Toronto M9M 2W1
(Finch & Weston Rd)

416-746-1592

BRAMPTON

Ravi’s West Indian Store
791 Bovaird Drive West
Brampton, ON L6X 0G3

905-497-9025
905-796-6446
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MAIN BRANCH/OUTLET
2691 Markham Road, Unit 11
Toronto, Ontario M1X 1L4
416-298-6611
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West Indian Stores &
Select NoFrills

BRAMPTON

Jas Supermarket
Brampton,
ON L6S 3L2

905-497-9025

CRICKET

Mayers moves up in ICC ranks

W

ith his maiden five-wicket haul in
the recently ended Apex Test series
against England, West Indies’ seamer Kyle Mayers took a giant leap forward with
a massive 33-spot jump in the International
Cricket Council bowling
ranks, the Caribbean Media
Corporation reported last
month.
In its ICC Test rankings
released late March, Mayers
climbed from 81 to 48,
recording one of the biggest
leaps in recent history.
His catapult upwards
comes following his heroics
with the ball in the decisive
third Test against England,
where he had match figures
of 27-17-41-7, including a
career-best 5-18 in the second innings that saw West
Indies winning by ten wickets on day four.
Joshua
It was the home team’s first Test match win
at the Grenada National Stadium. The victory
also saw West Indies becoming the first team

to lift the newly-minted Richards-Botham
Trophy.
Batter Joshua Da Silva also took a steep
climb upwards in the ranks, moving 21 places
to 63 on the table.
He pulled West Indies
around in the first innings
with a monumental maiden
Test century. His knock saw
him scoring 100 not out,
including ten boundaries,
off 257 balls, and earned
the Apex Player of the
Match award for the matchwinning effort that lifted
West Indies from 128-7 to
297 all out.
Da Silva described his
maiden Test century in the
Third Test as a “childhood
dream”, adding, “This century, it means the world.
It’s the pinnacle of my Test
career thus far, and I can
Da Silva
hope for many more of that.”
He added, “It’s a childhood dream coming
through. I could remember watching Brian

Teammates congratulate Mayers following his dismissal of an English batter
Lara scoring 400 (against England in 2014),
and how much that meant for him. For me, to
score a 100 for the West Indies, win the game
and get Man of the Match, was something I
couldn’t dream of.”
Da Silva averages 32 with the bat after 14
Tests. He made his debut against New Zealand
in 2019.
“I would love to finish my career, however
long it might be, over 40. [That] would be the
goal for sure. But numbers are numbers. It’s
whatever the team needs. What is the best I
can offer, and what is needed in the moment
of the game.”
There have been calls for Da Silva to be
inserted higher up in the batting line-up, even
as an opener.
“Wherever it’s necessary to bat, I’m going
to try my best for team, wherever the coach
or the selectors see it fit. I am very happy to
put my best foot forward in that position, and
wherever they decide to put me in the batting
order, I’ll just give my all and hopefully get

runs in the end.”
The series ended with Cricket West Indies
president, Ricky Skerritt, celebrating what he
described as “a remarkable three weeks of
cricket”.
“On behalf on CWI and the West Indies
supporters around the world, I want to express
heartfelt congratulations to captain Kraigg
Brathwaite, head coach Phil Simmons, and the
entire team on what were truly outstanding
efforts from start to finish,” said Skerritt.
He added, “It was a remarkable three weeks
of cricket which saw our team battle hard to
earn draws in the first and second matches.
Then, with all to play for, they seized every
opportunity in the final match to triumph in
style. This will put smiles on the faces of West
Indies fans everywhere as we lift the fabulous
Richards-Botham trophy for the first time.”
The series saw two stalemate draws in the
First and Second Tests. However, West Indies
dominated England from the start in the Third
Test.

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE
Bat an extension of muscularity, Russell powers a lofty six out of the park

KKR striker Russell gets top billing

E

nglish cricketer Sam Billings commend- with back-to-back sixes off Liam Livingstone.
“I had the best seat in the house. What a
ed Andre Russell’s ability to put bat to
ball and hurl it upwards into the terri- performance by the big man. I was very happy
tory of six following the powerful West Indies to be [standing where I was],” Billings said.
Russell was at his most destructive in the
all-rounder smashing an unbeaten 70 to fire
12th over of the innings.
Kolkata Knight Riders to vicSending the ball down was
tory over Punjab Kings on
fellow Jamaica and West
Friday last week.
Indies teammate, Odean
Chasing 138 at the
Smith. Russell helped himself
Wankhede Stadium, KKR
to a repast of 30 runs that
sped to their target with 33
included four towering sixes.
balls to spare to win by six
It was a first Indian Premier
wickets. Russell led in pole
League campaign for Smith,
position, accelerating the
which ended with one for 39
scoring with two fours and
from two overs.
eight high-octane sixes to hit
Said Russell: “He’s a quick
the finish line.
guy. I was just backing myself,
Billings stood at the nonclearing my front leg and
strikers’ end watching Russell
[keeping] the options open,
put on an exhilarating 90 runs
so I’m glad to have him down
in an unbroken fifth wicket
Sam Billings
today. I’m one up on him, so looking forward
stand.
As the Caribbean Media Corporation report- to the other one.”
Russell said Friday’s performance was hopeed, Billings was content to watch Russell power
fully only a taste of things to come. He remains
the ball around the field.
Said Billings, “He’s shown what a world class one of the most feared strikers of the ball in
performer [he is] – best in the world when he the league.
“I’m looking to up that a notch. Past games
goes like that. [For] me it’s just about holding
the game there and supporting him. He was I’ve had 14 sixes in a single innings, so let’s see
if I get that amount of time to bat as well,” he
the star.”
He added, “If he was to get out, it’s about said.
Additionally, “I’m happy to close off the
taking the game deep on a pitch that offered
some assistance to the bowlers. It was just innings as well, and getting eight sixes is defiabout that clarity, let him go and play his game. nitely an achievement. Some games the entire
He can win a game as we saw in the space of team only gets six, seven, eight sixes, so it’s
good for me to get eight sixes, and that is what
five overs.”
Russell started his game slowly before I practice in the nets. It’s good that I can come
upping the tempo, finishing the match in style out on top.”
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

India are bowled over by young Fatima, daughter of Pakistan captain Bismah Maroof

Baby on board takes cricket up a pitch

W

hile Australia took away the Women’s World Cup she had the game to come back [to].”
and its players are basking in well-deserved light,
A month following the birth of Fatima, Maroof was at the
the game itself saw emergence of a tiny star that has gym three or four times a week.
since revealed how far women have come along in the game.
“I asked her when she would start hitting some balls, but she
As the British Broadcasting Corporation reported last month, said she wasn’t going to do that until she felt right physically. She
the diminutive and tiny star that captured hearts around the started batting in December, but even then I don’t think she was
world is not yet seven months old, and was quite outstanding convinced about the World Cup,” Hemp said.
in the field of cuddly and cute: she is baby Fatima, the young
The World Cup became a realistic proposition when Maroof
daughter of Pakistan captain Bismah Maroof.
took part in practice matches in January
After going online, the pictures of Fatima
this year. However, in what was a change
being cooed over by the Indian players folof lifestyle, and an indication of a new
lowing their win over Pakistan began receivorder in the game of professional cricket
ing “Ohhs” and “Ahhs”, and thousands of
for women, Maroof left the field for what
likes. As the BBC reported, the unifying sigwas a new take on the refreshment break,
nificance of the moment was not lost to the
which was to feed her hungry Fatima.
powers in India and Pakistan, given the hisMaroof left for New Zealand in Februtory of the politics between the two nations.
ary with her mother. Playing in the World
It was also a significant pointer as to how
Cup meant being away from Pakistan for
far women have come in cricket, revealing
at least two months. Maroof ’s husband
Maroof balancing the demands of motheris an engineer, and could not take that
hood with the pressure of leading her nation
much time off work.
at the Women’s World Cup.
Maroof was one of eight mothers at
On the personal level, Maroof ’s fortitude
the Women’s World Cup. It was a number
was also remarkably evident, since she gave
that emphasised the growing opportunity
birth to Fatima in August last year.
for women to combine playing careers
As Maroof noted, she thought her in- Best delivery yet: mom & Fatima with family life.
ternational career had come to an end following her positive
Fatima’s introduction to the fast stroller lane of the World
pregnancy test in late 2020. However, with the help of a mater- Cup experience involved attending every match. It also mean
nity policy put in place by the Pakistan Cricket Board, and with taking part in team-building events, such as mini golfing; and of
encouragement from coach David Hemp, Maroof took up the course, being cared for by other members of the squad.
challenge of motherhood
As Hemp noted, the
and the captaincy to make
players took turns babyan inspirational return.
sitting, taking her for
“[Pregnancy] was a
walks, which gave Maroof
beautiful moment in my
time for herself. Also, as he
life, but from a professional
noted, Fatima’s presence in
point of view it was scary,
the dressing room brought
because of the uncertainty.
calmness, and helped to reI didn’t know what would
duce the tension that builds
happen. At that moment
up during the high stress
it seemed like my career
that accompanies internawould end,” Maroof told
tional games.
the BBC.
In fact, Fatima’s presence
When Maroof confided
helped buoy up Pakistan
to Hemp that she was eight
following their agonising
weeks pregnant, she had
and tight defeats by South
recently been taking part
Africa and Bangladesh.
in domestic T20 matches.
“It does bring things
Stroll in the park for Fatima & Grandma
Said Hemp: “She was
back into perspective.
upset. On the one hand there was excitement; but as a player she When a baby smiles it can take away the frustration and disapmight have felt like she had some unfinished business.”
pointment,” Hemp said.
Then Maroof did not know the PCB was planning to impleMaroof led Pakistan to victory over West Indies. It was their
ment a parental policy. The terms include ongoing salary pay- first World Cup win in 13 years.
ment for one year, and the provision to travel with an extra perFatima was also a reference point for all the players coming
son to aid with childcare, paid for by the board.
together, with post-game visits seeing additional, cross-national
Even with that support, Maroof was not convinced she would dressing room activity for quality time spent with the baby.
be back in time for the World Cup, when she announced she was
“Every game we’ve played, everyone wants a picture with
taking a break from cricket last April.
baby Fatima,” Hemp said.
“I said the World Cup should be the goal, but she was anxSaid Maroof of all the attention Fatima received: “She [enious,” said Hemp. He added, “She was asking if she was going to joyed] the cameras. When she looks back at the pictures, she’ll
be good enough to retain her place, score runs, and contribute. I be excited to see she was with her mum at the World Cup. She’s
didn’t have any questions on that. I’d seen enough of her to know a star.”
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Friday April 8, 2022
Bangladesh tour of South Africa, 2022
South Africa vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day
1, St George's Park, Port Elizabeth, 10:00 AM
Saturday April 9, 2022
SA vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 2, Port
Elizabeth, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Papua New Guinea vs Scotland, 1st Match,
Dubai International Cricket Stadium, 9:30 AM
Sunday April 10, 2022
SA vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 3, Port
Elizabeth, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket WCL Two 2019-2023
Scot. v Oman, 2nd Match, DICS, Dubai, 9:30 AM
Monday April 11, 2022
SA vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 4, Port
Elizabeth, 10:00 AM
Tuesday April 12, 2022
SA vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 5, Port
Elizabeth, 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket WCL Two 2019-2023
PNG vs Oman, 3rd Match, Dubai, 9:30 AM
Wednesday April 13, 2022
ICC Cricket WCL Two 2019-2023
PNG vs Scotland, 4th Match, Dubai, 9:30 AM
Friday April 15, 2022
ICC Cricket WCL Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs Oman, 5th Match, Dubai, 9:30 AM
Saturday April 16, 2022
ICC Cricket WCL Two 2019-2023
PNG vs Oman, 6th Match, Dubai, 9:30 AM
Wednesday May 11, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
TBC vs TBC, 2-day Practice Match, Day 1, MA
Aziz Stadium, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 12, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
TBC vs TBC, 2-day Practice Match, Day 2,
Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Sunday May 15, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of Bangladesh, 2022
Bangladesh vs SL, 1st Test, Day 1, Z.A.
Chowdhury Stadium, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Monday May 16, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 2,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 17, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 3,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Wednesday May 18, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 4,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 19, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 5,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Monday May 23, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 1,
Shere Bangla National Stad., Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 24, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 2,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Wednesday May 25, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 3,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 26, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 4,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Friday May 27, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 5,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 31, 2022
West Indies tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 1st ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
Thursday June 02, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 2nd ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
New Zealand tour of England, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 1,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Friday June 3, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 2,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Saturday June 04, 2022
Netherlands vs West Indies, 3rd ODI, VRA
Cricket Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
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Artwalk Condos Vaughan

Brampton
SOLD $202,000 OVER ASKING PRICE

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke

Starting
From Low -

Toronto

For Sale $699,990

Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious 1 bed
1 bath corner suite located in the rarely available
prestigious French quarters.
Residence features a functional
open concept layout boasting
9' ceilings. Spacious living
room seamlessly transitions to
a breathtaking private balcony
overlooking quiet courtyard.
Building features world class
amenities: spectacular roof
top garden with BBQ, gym,
party room, lounge/library suites. Steps from the St
Lawrence market, distillery, and financial district.

Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

$600s*

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

Starting
From

437-235-7599

 rtwalk Condos is a new
A
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.

FOR SALE
$1,399,990

Newly Renovated. Registered second unit
dwelling with the City of Brampton.
Approximately 3,000 sq ft.

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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